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PREFACE. 


When  I  undertook  tlie*;W»5Vk..^l»ich  is 
now  fubmitted  to  the  Public;  •€'.did'.n6l*'6ver- 
look  the  difficulties  of  the  ex^oulitto,  ridr  over- 
rate my  own  powers, 

I  FULLY  appreciated  the  delicacy  of  de- 
tailing the  annals  of  a  living  fovereign,  and 
of  defcanting  on  the  condufl  and  motives  of 
men  who  yet  furvi  ve,  or  who  have  been  recently 
removed  from  thebufy  fcene.  I  was  aware  that 
bitter  calumny  or  fulfome  adulation  had  disfi- 
gured moil  of  their  charaders ;  and  that  the 
real  image  of  perfons,  as  well  as  the  true  colour 
of  events,  could  with  difficulty  be  difcemed 
through  the  noxious  mift  or  fplendid  vapour. 
I  knew  that  other  writers  had  executed  the 
fame  tafk,  and  had  even  extended  their  labours 
to  a  nearer,  and  confequently  more  intereft- 
ing  period  than  that  which  it  was  my  inten- 
af  tio& 
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tion  for  the  prefent  to  occupy ;  and  as  my 
manner  of  eftimating  charafters,  and  con- 
fidering  events,  diiFered  materially  from  theirs, 
I  did  not  difguife  from  myfelf  the  reafons 
for  apprehending,  that  my  Work  would  be 
cxpofed  to  fome  difadvantages  from  the  ef- 
fefts  of  prepoffeffion. 

(^isTORY  has  been  termed,  by  a  juft  and 

well' known  definition,   Philofophy,  jnftrug:- 

jng^^examples  ;  but  the  natuiXL.pf  the  doc- 

trine^will  ahyay^-Ji£i.jconiiderably  influenced 

by\?b^  .tQcciper,  .viQYijs,  and  prejudices  of  the 

hiilfSnan'f  "^an^r'ttliAij/Hrrite^  muft  be  highly 

.culpabr^:wBd*;j>e^'e  beujijiettakesj^e-i^fl^ 

fif  dhj-^^lfng  t^fe'DpmioftS  of  mankind  on  the 

^  moft  Vini^i:1;kji^;  .Yubjefts,    omits    examining 

J   with  diligence  and  candour  the  feelings,  limits, 

'    and  bias   of  his  own   mind,  eftimating  hi» 

'\  means  of  information,  and  earneftly  feeking 

"^to  difcover,  with  a  view  .of  mitigating  their 

yeffefls,  the  predileftions,  antipathies,  hopes, 

/  and  fears  bv  which  he  is  actuated.     If  thefe 

j  are.fufFered  to  operate  in  difcolouring  the 

'v  narrative,  which  ought  to  be  given  with  the 

\jtmoft  candour,  the  Author  is  guilty  of  a 

fraud  in  announcing  his  Work  as  a  Hijlory ; 

it  is,  at  the  utmoft,  but  an  hiftorical  Eflay, 

in  which  the  Writer,  affuming  the  part  of  a 

difputant,  bends  fads,  charaftei-s,  and  circum- 

ftances  to  his  own  views  ;  rallifies,  fuppreffes, 

or  perverts  them,  to  fuit  liis  purpoies,  and  in- 

X  itead 
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ftead  of  informing,  fceks  only  to  perfuade,  fe- 
duce,  or  corrupt  the  reader. 

Works  written  in  this  manner,  and  pub- 
lifhed  under  the  denomination  of  Hiftory,  are 
filled  with  redundant  and  indifcriminate  praife 
of  fome  perfonagcs;  while  others  are  loaded 
M'ith  malevolent  and  unfparing  abufe.  To 
juftify  thefe  extremes,  Authors  imagine,  for 
the  perfonages  of  their  narratives,  a  confiftent 
uniformity  of  intention  and  conduft,  which 
truth  never  has  been  able  to  pourtray ;  nor  a 
careful  infpeftor  of  human  life  to  difcern. 
That  men  iliould  be  fteadfaflly  patriotic,  and 
in  their  purfuit  of  the  public  good,  always 
temperate,  juft,  and  felf-denying,  is  very  de- 
firable,  but  the  hiftorian  feels  with  fenfible 
rej^ret,  the  neccffity  of  recording  the  aberra- 
tipiMLi)f  the  moft,.el^vatgd  .Jiiipds ;  and  that 
work  muilbe  a  romance,  not  a  hiftory,  which 
fails  to  fhew  that  individuals,  whofe  general 
views  have  been  ,direfled  to  the  benefit  of 
their  country,  have  been  in  occafional  afts, 
rafh,  vain,  faftious,  arbitrary,  or  abfurd. 
Such  are  the  materials  prefented  by  the  Courfe 
of  events,  that  a  party  wjiter^  taking  the 
bright  or  the  clouded  parts  of  charafters,  re- 
ceiving with  avidity  the  vehement  aflertions  of 
panegyrifts  or  detraftors,  and  fupprefling  the 
fefts  or  obfervations  on  the  other  fide,  may, 
for  the  moment,  make  almoft  any  impreflTion, 
without  foregoing  the  appearance  of  candour '; 
a  3  but 
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but  tnlth  will,  in  time,  forcibly  appeal  againft 
fuch  mifreprefentations,  and  the  glofs  of  exag- 
gerated applaufe,  and  the  blots  of  unmerited 
cenfure  being  removed,  her  interefting  fea- 
tures will  be  contemplated  with  a  regard, 
heightened  in  coufequence  of  the  temporary 
concealment 

It  may  ftill  be  doubted,  M^hether  the  period 
is  yet  arrived,  when  the  confpicuous  perfons 
of  the  prefent  reign  can  be  fo  impartially 
reviewed.  The  heat  of  party  conteft  has  ren- 
dered the  public  fo  familiar  with  calumniatory 
declamation,  that  the  hiftorian  incurs  fome 
rifk  in  venturing  to  difmifs  from  his  vocabu- 
lary certain  abufive  phrafes,  or  in  prefuming 
to  doubt  of  certain  fuppofed  political  fafts,  fo 
gravely  advanced,  and  fo  forcibly  urged  by  the 
wife  and  the  eloquent.  He  expofes  himfelf 
to  a  ftill  greater  hazard  in  attempting  to 
rcfcue  from  long  accredited  imputations,  cha* 
J  afters,  whom  the  enmity  of  fa6lion,  and 
the  greedy  credulity  of  the  public,  have  con^ 
fecrated  to  obloquy,  and  in  Venturing  to  fhew, 
that  in  many  inftances  unbluiliing  calumny 
has  been  miftaken  for  fober  truth,  fadion  for 
patriotifm,  and  felfifhnefs  for  public  fpirit. 

Such  has  often  been  the  nature  of  my  tafk ; 
in  the  execution  of  which,  it  has  been  my  en- 
deavour to  avoid  a  too  common  error  ijjwve 

^Oti  h  f}rf\pr  fn  ill^jftrflt^tbff  pnn^'fl^^^?"^  COU- 

dw^..Qf  onemj^n  whom  I  thought  injured,  rpta^ 

liatcd 
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liated  on  hia^oppopeiits.  1  .have  been  flow 
in  imputing  to  individuals  thofe  bafe  deiigns 
againft  either  Liberty  or  Government,  which 
have  been  fo  profufely  afligned  to  them.  I 
have  generally  found  in  the  ftate  of  party 
connexions,  and  the  legitimate  objeds  of 
honourable  ambition,  fuflicient  means  of  ac- 
counting for  the  aftions  of  men  either  pof- 
feflfed  of,  or  ftruggling  •  for  power>  without 
feigning,  as  a  caufe  of  their  conduA,  an 
excefs  of  mental  depravity  or  political  tur- 
pitude, which  is  charafteriftic  neither  of 
the  nation,  nor  the  times  on  which  I  have 
treated. 

I  WILL  not  affed  to  rnnp^al^  f^af  a  rfgflrf^ 

for  the  conftitution  of  my^  ^untry^  Jiotk  in 
Church  and  State^  ever  prefent  to  my  mind^ 
har^ittuled  itielf  through  my.  Work.  I  have 
treated  that  conftitution  not  as  a  prnjf^A^  hntr 
as  an  eflabliflimenl^  entitled  to  veneration  from 
cvgjyujhferve^il^  from  ^  thofe 

whom  birth  or  accident  has  made  partakers 
of  its  bleflings.  I  have  not  therefore  lent  my 
approbation  to  crude  reforms,  or  to  the  con* 
duft  of  individuals,  who,  for  purpofes  of  am- 
bition, have  endeavoured  to  unfettle  that 
which  was  fixed,  and  more  than  once  fucceeded 
in  exciting  the  public  mind  to  a  dangerous 
ferment  of  difaifedion.  But  in  that  attachment 
for  the  conftitution,  I  have  not,  I  truft,  be-r 
•      a  4  trayed 
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trayed  an  indecent  violence    againft   thofe 
whom  I  cpnfidered  its  aflailants ;  I  have  en- 

j  deavGured  to  affign  to  them  and  to  their  oppo- 
nents, indeed  to  every  man,  whether  exalted 

!  or  obfcure,  illuftrious  from  merit,  or  degraded  . 
by  crime,  his  real  motives,  and  true  courfe  of 
condu6l. 

I  HAVE  never  been  able,  nor  has  the  courfe 
of  my  reading  given  me  the  inclination  to 
coincide  with  thofe  authors  or  orators,  who  are 
pleafed  to  inveigh,  with  almoft  indifcriminate 
feverity,  againft  the  foreign  and  domeftic  go* 
vernment  of  Great  Britain.      Thefe  highly 
feafoned  inveftives  may  be  gratifying  to  fomc 
readers  ;  and  ,to  them  the  more  plain,  tranquil 
narrative  of  undifguifed  fa6l  may  feem  infipid  : 
but  reputation  derived  from  fuch  fources  has 
never  been  the  objeft  of  my  defire ;  I  confine 
myfelf  with  ftrift  forbearance  to  the  paths 
where  I  expe6t  to  find  certain  truth,  and  do 
not,  in  order  to  be  thought  courageous,  attack, 
where  I  am  fure  not  to  be  encountered,  nor 
calumniate    thofe    whom    ftation,     circum- 
ftances,  time,  or  death,  render  undefirous  or 
incapable  of  refentment.     Far  from  envying 
the  applaufes  obtained  by  thofe  difciples  of 
Therfites,  who  claim  the  merit  of  wit  and  cou- 
rage by  rancorous   abufe  on  the  fovereign, 
go vemir.ent,  and  conftitution  of  the  cotintiy  ; 
I  can  without  hefitation  declare  my  opinion, 

that 
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thai  in  the  period  on  which^ljia}^3irxxtteny^e 
throne  has  BeenTiltecl  T)y  a  iDoiia.rch  who  ha» 
fought  The  love  bFTiTs  fubjefts  throygh  the 
ineanscT^publiclp^  private  virtue ;sjind 

wTinJiggj^mpgred  a  noble'^defire  to.  prcfervfi.. 
from  degradatjon^he  authority  he  inherits, 
Xith  afiruTandjuft  regircTtothe  conftitution 
and  liberties   which   conduftcd   h[m  to*  the 
thronej'^anH^  which  ivill  ever  form    its  beft 
fuppoits^'TafTrom  thinking  that  the  aims  of 
fncceflive  adminiftrations  have  been  direfledto 
overthrow  the  liberties  and  conftitution  of  the 
country ;  I  am  perfuaded  that  liberty  has  been 
better  underftood,   and  more  effedually  and 
praftically  promoted  during  this  period,  than 
in  any  which  preceded ;   and  that  the  affairs  | 
of  government  have  been  always  Iioneftly, 
though  fomeliraes  imprudently,   and  in  the  / 
confpicuous  inftance  of  the  American  war, 
uniuccefsfuUy  adminiftered. 

But  whatever  credit  may  be  given,  or 
-whatever  cenfure  direfted  to  the  motives  or 
intention  of  an  hiftorian,  the  information  he 
imparts  will  contribute  more  than  any  other 
caufe,  to  the  permanent  eftablifliment  of  his 
charafter.  Opinions  vaiy,  fade,  are  forgot- 
ten ;  applaufe  and  blame  are  transferred  from 
public  chara61;ers  according  to  the  mutability 
of  general  opinion  ;  biit  the  narrative  of  fafts 
will  ever  claim  attention ;  and  the  hiftorian 
who  has  bcftowed  the  greateft  portion  of  dili- 
gence 
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gence  and  judgment  on  this  part  of  his  fubjcfi^ 

will  be  moft  permanently  efteemed.  In  the  ho- 

Bcft  hope  of  this  approbation,  I  have  exerted 

every  faculty  of  my  mind  j  adverted  to  every 

attainable  fource  of  intelligence  within  my 

knowledge,  and  omitted  no  labour  of  inquiry 

or  comparifon,  to  furnifli  a  performance  fatia-. 

fadory  to.  the  reader  and  creditable  to  myfelf. 

For  the  general  mafs  and  outlines  of  events^ 

I  have  explored  with* diligence  the  diurnal, 

/  ^    I  monthly,  and  annual  (lores  of  information ; 

C         I  repofitories  in  which,  if  there  is  much  to  re- 

*y^  \j^^  ^^^  contemn,  there  are    alfo    copious, 

'\  ufeful,  and  certain  details,  important  records 

)  of  fentiments,  tranfaclions,  and  publications, 

f  and  an  ample  (lock  of  indifpenfable  informa- 

\  tion,  tlK)ugh  not  in  itfelf  fufficient  to, form 

^he  materials  of  hiftory. 

I       In  aid  of  thefe,  I  have  referred  to  an  ample 

/     colle6lion  of  pamphlets,  narratives,  hiftorical 

1     and  political  trafts,  which  tlie  freedom  of  the 

,        prefs  has  copioufly  afforded  in  gratification 

\     of  the  public  curiofity. 

In  teftimony  of  the  authenticity  of  my 
narrative,  I  have  been  fcrupuloufly  exafl;  iu 
cjting^  my.au.tb.Qrities  generally  at  the  page, 
but  at  Icaft  at  the  chapter  or  feSion  of  the 
works  referred  to.  In  this  I  cbrifulted  my 
own  reputation,  not  for  exteniive  reading,  but 
for  veracity  of  narration ;  for  had  an  often- 
tation  of  labour  been  my  objeft,  I  could  eafily 

have 
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have  fwelled  Into  tedioufnefs  the  catalogue 
of  works  I  have  been  obliged  to  perufe,  with- 
out deriving  from  tlieni  any  fatSt  fufficiently 
important  for  commemoration. 

Theprincipalexceptionstotheruleof  precife 
citation,  are  the  common  fa^^s  which  are  well 
known  and  undifputed ;  and  which  are  pre- 
ferved  in  all  the  periodical  compilations. 

An  apology  may  perhaps  appear  neceflaiy 
for  the  length  at  which  fome  of  the  parlia- 
mcntary  debates  are  recited ;  but  thofe  who 
confider  the  great  efforts  employed  m  the 
fenate,  during  the  M'hole  of  this  reign,  and 
the  effeftsof  parliamentary  eloquence  in  guid- 
ing the  public  mind,  will  not  think  the  nar- 
rative of  thefe  difcuflions  too  minute.  No 
part  of  my  talk  has  been  more  laborious, 
more  difficult,  or  delicate,  than  that  of  feleft- 
ing  the  mod  forcible  reafons  urged  on  each 
fide,  and  impartially  giving  to  both  their 
utmoft  intereft.  In  performing  this  part  of 
my  undertaking,  I  have  found  much  previous 
mifreprefentation  to  coned;  many  argu- 
ments given  as  unanAvered,  ably  refuted; 
many  alTertions  and  fpeculations  attributed 
to  particular  fpeakers,  unrecorded,  uttered  by 
otliers,  or  accompanied  by  qualifying  addi- 
tions, which  totally  varied  the  fenfe  from  that 
which  is  impreifed  on  the  public.  In  general 
I  have  preferred  the  hiftorical  mode,  in  re- 
capitulating tlie  chief  arguments  on  each  fide 

in 
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in  a  mafs  ;  but  from  this  praftice,  the  reader 
vill  find  occafional  deviations;  firft,  where  any 
member  has  from  peculiar  circumflances,  or  a 
celebrated  difplay  of  eloquence,  rendered  him- 
felf  eminentl}'  confpicuous ;  fecondly,  where 
the  nature  of  the  queftion  has  been  fuch  as  to 
render  the  fentiments  of  each  fpeaker,  and 
his  mode  of  enforcing  them,  worthy  of  fpecific 
notice.  The  debates  on  thofe  meafures  againft 
the  town  of  Bofton  Avhich  occafioned  the 
American  war,  are  the  moft  confpicuous  ex- 
amples of  the  latter  mode  of  detail.  For 
thefe  difcuflions,  I  have  been  obliged  to  rely 
on  the  colle6lion  of  debates,  piibliflied  by 
Almon  and  Dcbrett ;  a  work  which  is  in  many 
inftances  tinged  iVith  party  prejudice ;  and- in 
fome,  disfigured  by  negligence,  but  which  is 
neverthelefs  the  only  permanent  and  regular 
record  of  thofe  interefting  exertions  which 
have  given  a  chara6ler  to  the  foreign  ana 
clomeftic  ads  of  the  nation,  and  which  the 
hiflorian  is  indifpenfably  obliged  to  relate. 
The  votes,  journals,  and  reports  of  parliament, 
have  formed  a  valuable  addition,  and  fre- 
quently furniflied  the  means  of  correfting  the 
miftakes  of  the  parliamentary  rcgifter.     ' 

In  narrating  the  progrefs  of  the  American 
war,  I  have  relied  in  great  part  on  Stedman'S 
hiftory  of  that  conteft;  but  not  fo  implicitly  as 
to  omit  confulting  other  printed  authorities, 
.which  the  reader  will  fee  referitd  to  in  every 

chapter. 
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chapter.  But  I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain 
documents  on  this  fubjeft/which  were  never 
before  thrown  open  to  the  hiftorian,  and  pri- 
vate information  from  perfons  of  the  firft 
talent  and  charader,  who  pofleffed  the  mgft 
ample  means  of  imparting  intelligence. 

Mant  hitherto  unnoticed  narratives  of 
tranfadions  in  Ireland  are  preferved  in  peri- 
odical compilaiions ;  of  thefe  I  have  dili- 
gently availed  myfelf,  but  liave  derived  much 
more  important  infoimation  from  valuable 
unpublilhed  documents  with  which  I  have 
been  favoured. 

On  the  affairs  of  India,  I  have  diligently 
confulted,  and  placed  my  chief  reliance  on 
the  reports  publiihed  by  parliaQient  The 
events  of  Mr.  Haftings's  governnf^ent  arc 
omitted  in  the  pr^fent  work,  as  I  confidered 
Ijheir  more  natural  and  proper  iituation  to  be 
in  the  interval  between  the  peace  of  178S, 
and  the  period  when  new  regulations  were 
adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Aiiatic 
taerritories.  Thefe  tranfa6lions  will  engage 
my  early  attention,  when  I  proceed  in  conti- 
nuation of  my  prefent  work. 

I  HAVE  on  many  occafions  referred  to  pri- 
vate information,  and  epiftolary  documents. 
On  this  head,  I  am  peculiarly  obliged  to  Henry 
Penruddock  Wyndham,  efquire,  member  of 
parliament  for  the  county  of  Wilts,  for  his 
liberal  communication  of  the  Melcombe  Pa- 
pers, 
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pers,  which  afforded  much  new  and  intereftingf 
information  on  the  character  and  conduft  of 
lord  Bute,  and  from  which  Ihave  been  enabled 
to  infert  fome  valuable  letters  in  the  appendix. 
I  am  alfo  proud  to  exprefs  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  reverend  William- 
Coxe,  for  giving  me  unlimited  accefs  to  his 
valuable  and  extenfive  colleftion  of  (late 
papers  and  hiftorical  documents.  Nothing 
could  be  more  gratifying  to  my  ambition, 
or  more  honourable  to  my  character,  than 
a  diftinft  recapitulation  of  the  other  per- 
fons  to  whom  I  am  obliged  on  thefe  fubjefts ; 
but  their  delicacy  forbids  the  public  homage 
of  i^y  gratitude,  and  I  fliould  fliew  myfelf 
unworthy  of  confidence,  if  1  fuffered  hints 
or  defcriptions  to  efcape  me  which  would 
lead  from  conjedure  to  certainty,  and  indi- 
reftly  baffle  the  wiilies  of  thofe  who  in  this 
inftance  have  a  right  to  command.  I  have, 
however,  in  a  iliort  appendix  to  each  volume, 
given  a  few  papers  extrafted  from  the  prin- 
cipal correfpondence  to  which  I  have  had 
recourfe,  not  as  containing  the  whole  body 
of  that  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  fafts  ad- 
vanced, but  as  a  teft  of  my  veracity,  and  as 
an  objeft  of  reference,  through  Mhich,  by 
confulting  with  living  witnefles,  the  reality 
of  my  authorities,  and  my  fidelity  in  reciting 
them,  may  be  fully  eftabliflied. 

The 
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The  length  of  this  preface  will  fliew, 
that  which  1  have  no  defire  to  conceali  my 
folicitude  for  the  favourable  reception  of  this 
work.  I  do  not  court  the  aid  of  party  to 
refcue  it  from  cenfure,  for  it  is  fo  compofed, 
that  I  know  not  to  what  party  I  ilioukl  apply; 
but  I  depend  with  confidence,  thougli  not 
without  anxiety,  on  the  candid  judgment  of 
all  parties ;  refting  my  principal  hope  on  a 
confcioufnefs  of  my  own  good  intentions,  and 
on  a  recoUedion  of  the  pains  I  have  taken  to 
procure  accurate  and  copious  information,  and 
to  relate  with  proper  temper  the  progrefs  of 
political  conteils,  unprecedented  both  in  their . 
nature  and  effeAs. 
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GEORGE  the  Second  was  fucceeded  by  c  H  A  P»  * 
his  grandfon,  the  fon  of  Frederick  prince        i. 
of  Wales,    and  of  Aiigufta  princefs  of  Saxe  '^ST' 
Gotha,  who  had  recently  completed  his  twenty-  '^iJS*^^'* 
fecondyear.  «k.»5*. 
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Since  the  death  of  his  father,  the  heir  ap- 
parent had  refided  mtirely  with  the  princefi 
dowager,  who  attended  to  his  education  with 
maternal  folicitude.  The  party  which,  during 
the  life  of  prince  Frederick,  had  been  confider- 
'  ed  as  devoted  to  his  intereft,  was,  fince  his 
death,  intirely  ^iffoived.  The  priucefs  herfelf 
did  not  encourage  any  oppofition  to  govern- 
ment; and  the  individuals,  whom  hope  or  af- 
fe6tion  attached  to  the  late  prince,  had  retired 
from  the  field  of  politics,  or  formed  new  con- 
iieclions. 

Yet  the  education  of  a  prince,  w^ho  was  in 
lime  to  govern  a  mighty  kingdom,  was  not  re- 
garded with  indifference  by  thofe  whofe  in- 
terefts  might  be  affected  by  the  afcendancy  of 
f  iyals,  or  who  feared  that  if  the  princefs  herfelf 
obtained  the  influence,  which  from  her  fitua 
tiou  might  be  naturally  expefted,  new  arrange- 
ments would  be  made,  unfavourable  to  their 
views  and  prejudices. 

Unfortunately,  George  II.  entertained  a 
conftant  jealoufy  and  fufpicion  of  the  princefs, 
which,  long  cheriflied,  had  grown  into  diflike, 
and  made  thofe  who  were  defirous  of  retaining 
his  favour,  carefully  avoid  all  apparent  inter- 
courfe  M'itli  his  daughter-in-law;  by  which 
means  the  young  prince  was  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  the  Sentiments  and  manners  of 
thofe  who  formed  his  grandfather's  court.  This 
neglefl;  extended  even  to  the  royal  family ;  and 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  and  princefs  Amelia, 
Ihewed  no  marks  of  attention  and  refpeft  to 
the  heir  apparent  and  his  naoth^er  *. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  circumftances,  and 
aftuated  by  views  of  ambition,  lord  Harcourt, 


•  Loxxl  Melcombe't  Diary,  p.  775,  2x7.  et  pailim. 
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who  had  been  appointed  governor  to  the  young  chap. 
prince,  and  Dr.  Hayter  bifliop  of  Norwich,  y^^^L. 
who  filled  the  poft  of  preceptor,  not  only  ex- 
erted their  influence  to  detach  his  affettions 
from  all  thofe  who  had  enjoyed  the  favour  of 
his  deceafed  parent,  but  alVo  by  their  exrfmplc 
and  difcourfe,  imparted  fentimentsof  difrefpe^l 
towards  the  princefe  dowager;  for  which,  at  a 
ftihfequcnt  period,  the  prince  acknowledged  his 
error  witli  honell  contrition,  and  fuitable  apo- 
logies ^  In  confequence  of  thefe  efforts,  di- 
vilions  arofe  among  thofe  to  whom  tlie  educa- 
tion of  the  prince  was  intrufted/ 

By  their  means,  a  reprefentatjon  was  made  to  i;^,. 
the  king,  that  Mr.  Stone,  fub-govemor  of  the 
prince,  was  an  improper  perfon  to  be  intrufted 
with  his  education:  he  was  ftated  to  be  a 
man  of  Jacobite  principles,  and  accufed  of 
having,  more  than  twenty  years  before  that 
time,  drunk  the  Pretender's  health  in  public. 
The  matter  was  referred  by  the  king  to  the 
cabintt  council;  the  charge  was  frivolous,  and 
wholly  unfuppoited;  j\Ir.  Stone  was  heard  in 
his  own  defence,  as  were  alfo  Mr.  Murray  the 
fblicitOT  general,  afterwards  earl  of  Mansfield, 
and  Dr.  Johnfon  biihop  of  Gloucefter,  who 
being  implicated  in  the  fuppofed  crime,  foli- 
cited  and  obtained  permiffion  to  vindicate  their 
own  charaftci-s.  They  all  acquitted  themfelves 
in  a  manner  perfe6lly  latisfattory,  and  the  lords 
unanimouily  reprefented  to  the  kin^,  that  ther^ 
appeared  to  them  no  foundation  for  any  part 
of  tlie  charge*". 

Ik  confequence  of  this  decifion,  lord  Har- 
court  and  the  biiliop  of  Norwich  declared  th^ir 

^  Lord  Mekombc^s  Diary,  p.  29. 

^  From  prirate  Information,  and  Lord  Mclcombc^t  Diary. 
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CHAP,  refoliition  to refign, iinlefs  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Scott, 
^'        fub-prcceptor  to  the  prince,  and  Mr.  Creflet, 


^752'  fccretary  to  the  princefs  dowager,  were  dif- 
miffed.  The  allegation  again  it  theno  was,  that 
they  cheriflied  Jacobite  principles,  and  inftilled 
arbitrary  notions  into  the  prince.  The  king  re- 
ceived this  unfounded  complaint  with  due  in- 
difference, and  accepted  the  proflfered  refigna- 
tions ;  lord  Waldegrave  was  appointed  gover- 
nor, and  the  bifliop  of  Peterborough  pre- 
ceptor. 

A  MOST  unjuftifiable  attempt  was  made  to 
intereft  the  public  in  this  difpute :  an  anonymous 
letter  to  a  popular  preacher  %  advifed  him  to 
notice  in  the  pulpit  tJie  prince's  dangerous  edu- 
cation; and  another  was  tranfmitted  to  gene- 
ral Hawley,  purporting  to  be  a  reprefentation 
or  rcmonftrance  from  the  Whig  nobility  and 
gentr}%  containing  many  injurious  refleftioni* 
on  the  manner  in  which  the  prince  was  inftruft- 
ed,  and  on  the  principles  of  his  attendants '. 
The  apparent  motive  for  fending  this  letter  was, 
that  the  general  iliould  give  it  to  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  and  that  he  would  lay  it  before 
the  king,  and  make  fuch  impreffions  as  were 
favourable  to  the  views  of  the  writers. 
»id  March      Til  12  accufatiou  againft  the  bilhop  of  Glau- 

'753-  cefter  and  Meffrs.  Murray  and  Stone,  was  fub- 
fequently  difcuffed  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  on 
a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  king  to  fubmit 
the  whole  proceeding  before  the  cabinet  to  the 
houfe.  Tlie  bufmefe  was  fully  and  freely  in- 
\ 

<t  Dr.  John  Thomas,  aftenpiranU  bilhop  of  Salisbury,  and  Win- 
chefter. 

«  Dr.  Newton,  of  St.  George's  Hanover  Square.    See  Lord  Mel- 
combers  Diary,  p.  199. 

f  Lord  Mdcome's  Diary,  p.  199  to  aoi  j  and  fee  the  memorial 
in  the  fame  work,  p.  ^7. 

veftigated> 
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Teftigated,  as  the  king  had  granted  difpenfa-   CHAP. 
tions  to  the  members  of  the  cabinet  from  the    >^^ 
obligation  of  their  oatli  as  privy-counfellors.      i753« 
The    debate   was    long    and   heavy,   but  the 
houfe    perfectly  coinciding  in    opinion    with 
the  council,  only  three  peers  and  one  bifhop 
divided  with  the  duke  of  Bedford,  who  made 
the  motion*. 

The  public,  whom  this'difcuffion  was  prin- 
cipally intended  to  alarm,  eafily  difcemed  that 
the  chief  object  was  to  remove  the  Pclham  mi- 
uiftry,  and  to  feparate  the  prince  from  the  perfon 
and  care  of  his  parent;  but  all  good  men  were 
fatisfied,  that  he  fhould  continue  under  her  di- 
re6Hon,  and  that  ihe  fliould  preferve  that  in- 
fluence over  him,  which  nature  and  policy 
equally  declared  to  be  juftly  her  due. 

Faoif  the  fatisfaflion  with  which  the  prince 
received  the  inftru<>i:ions  of  his  new  preceptor, 
the  billiop  of  Peterborough,  the  moft  fanguine 
hopes  were  entertained  that  the  royal  pupil 
would  derive  much  advantage  from  his  tui- 
tion ^  To  impart  a  knowledge  ol  books  was 
not  the  difficulty,  in  that  particular  no  defi- 
ciency was  complained  of;  but  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  imbue  the  mind  of  the  future  fovereign 
with  juft  notions  of  the  Britifh  conftitution 
and  jurifprudence,  and  enable  him  to  eftimate 
correftly  the  national  wealth  and  refources, 
and  the  means  of  preferving  and  increafing 
them  *.     It  was  a  great  objefcl;  of  the  princefs  s 

care 

c  Lord  Metc(]iDbe*8  Diarj,  p.  ii9«  HoOiday*s  Life  of  Loi^ 
Macsiiekl,  p.  9S,  4)4. 


^  Lord  Mekombe^s  Diaxy^  p.  iii. 

ihop( 
upiif  ( 
ipD  on 

^  3  mcrcei 


>  It  was  the  intention  of  the  biihop  of  Norwich  to  have  procured* 
Jbr  the  inftrudioa  of  his  royal  pupii,  fuch  a  treattfe  as  woofd  conve/ 
C^ear  and^comprehcnfirt  ioforoiation  on  the  fubjea  of  Dational  eom- 
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CHAP,  care  to  educate  her  fcm  iix  the  principles  and 
,^^]^^,  conftant  pra&ice  of  religion;  and  with  this 
view,  (lie  invited  the  learned  and  pious  Dr* 
Stephen  Hales  into  her  family,  and  appointed 
him  clerk  of  the  clofet.  Her  good  intentions 
were  greatly  favoured  by  the  difpolition  of 
the  prince,  who  was  aiFeftionate,  gentle,  and 
exempt  from  every  appearance  of  vicious  in- 
clination. The  dread  which  the  princels 
conftantly  entertained,  that  his  morals  would 
be  contaminated  by  the  example  of  the  young 
nobility,  prevented  his  mixing  with  them 
in  familiar  intercourfe,  and  his  acquaint^ 
ance  w^as  almoft  confined  to  the  focial  circle  of 
Lcicefter  houfe ;  which  was  feled,  cheerful^  and 
,imreftrained''. 

On  attaining  his  majority,  the  prince  took 

his  feat  in  the  houfe  of  peers ;  but  tJiere  was  no 

debate  in  that  fcffion. 

^f'h^^rir^      The  king  found,  on  his  accefiion,  an  able  ad- 

ciparrai-'  miniftratiou,  ftrong  from  the  combination  of 

niitcrs.      parties,  and  popular  from  uninterrupted  fuc- 

cefs. 
The  duke  The  dukc  of  Ncwcaftlc  was  the  oftenfible 
ciftSkT'  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  miniftry.  A  veteran  in  the  fervice 
of  government,  he  was  confidered  the  leader 
of  uie  Whig  party,  and  during  a  period  of  forty  • 
three  years,  filled  a  high  fituation  at  court  and 
in  the  cabinet.  His  princely  fortune  and  ex- 
tenfive  influence  rendered  him  a  powerful  co- 
adjutor, and  his  uniform  zeal  in  promoting  the 
fuccefiion  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  endeared 
him  to  the  great  majority  of  the  Whigs,  as  the 
champion  of  that  caufe.     In  his  temper  he  was 

mcrce ;  and  Dr.  Tucker,  the  learned  and  celebrated  dean  pf  Glcm- 
cefter,  was  requclled  to  prepare  fuch  a  work  :  he  engaged  in  it,  but, 
for  very  judicious  reafbns,  declined  the  accompUfliment  of  his  tal;. 
(Sec  preface  to  Tucker's  Four  Trafts,  p.  ix.) 
^  Lord  MekonQbc"}  Diaryi  p.  170;  1S8}  %$$,  tt$)  %%o. 

4  fretful 
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fretflil  and  capricious,  and  jealous  of  thofe  who  CHap« 
rivalled  his  political  afcendancy.  Thisjeaioufy,  ^jr^j 
which  formed  the  leading  feature  of  his  cha- 
rafter,  was  reib-ained  by  the  fuperior  talents  and 
authority  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  but  on  his  re- 
treat it  became  uncontroulcd,  and  engendered 
perpetual  altercations  withfucceeding  minifters, 
'not  excepting  even  his  own  brother,  Mr.  PeU 
ham.     Some  peculiarities  in  his  manner,  and  a 
want  of  method  in  tlie  tranfadion  of  bufinefs, 
expofed  him  to  ridicule.    He  was  trifling  and 
embarrafled  in  converfation,  always  eager  and 
inahurty,  unbounded  in  adulation,  and  profule 
in  promifes.     Yet  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  pof- 
fdled  much  greater  abilities  than  are  ufually  at- 
tributed to  him :  he  had  a  quick  comprehen- 
fion,  was  a  ufeful  and  frequent  debater,  fpoke 
with    great  animation,    wrote    with    uncom-^ 
roon  facility,  and  was  perfeft  mafter  of  foreign 
affaii-s.     He  filled  the  oflfice  of  fecretary  of  ftate 
from  the  year  1723,  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham 
in  1754,  when  he  became  firft  lord  of  the  trea* 
fury.     Placed  at  the  head  of  affairs,  he  was 
diftraclcd  with  the  multiplicity   of  bufinefs: 
weaknefs  of  councils,  fluftuation  of  opinions^ 
and  deficiency  of  fpirit,  marked  his  adminifira-' 
tion.     In  1744,  he  ftrengthened  himfelf  by  a 
coalition  with  the  Tories  and  the  Whigs  in  op- 
pofition  to  government,  and  formed  the  admi- 
niftration  which  was  ludicroufly  termed  the 
broad  bottom.      The  difcordant  parts  of  thia 
motley  combination,  were  principally  cemented 
by  the  conciliating  manners  of  Mr.  Pelham; 
but  on  his  death  in  1754,  dilTenfions  broke  out^ 
and  after  many  ineffcfclual  attempts  to  form  a 
permanent  adminillration,  (during  which  the 
duke  made  s^  temporary  refignation  in^Novem* 
ber  1756,  and  coutinued  ou^  of  ot3Bce  till  July 

B4  1757) 
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CHAP.  1757)  that  cabinet  was  arranged  which  conti- 
y^Ji^  nucd,  without  effential  alteration,  till  the  period 
at  which  this  hiftory  commences.  The  duke  of 
Newcafile  ftill  retained  the  controul  of  domeftic 
affairs,  and  the  patronage  of  the  church  ;  but 
the  condu6l  of  the  war,  and  the  management 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  were  committed  to 
Mr.  Pitt. 
Mr.Ktt.  Mr.  Pitt  commenced  liis  political^ai-eer  as 
a  Whig,  in  oppofition  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
and  foon  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  the  fplendour 
and  energy  of  his  eloquence.  He  was  an  ad- 
herent of  lord  Cobham ;  attached  himfelf  to 
Frederick  prince  of  Wales,  and  in  1737  was  ap^ 
pointed  groom  of  his  bed-chamber.  He  con- 
timied  in  oppofition  till  the  formation  of  the 
broad  bottom  miniftry.  In  1 746,  he  was  nomi- 
nated vice-treafurer  of  Ireland,  and  in  the  fame 
year  pay  matter  of  the  forces ;  but  the  antipathy 
of  the  king  in  confequence  of  his  acrimony  in 
cenfuring  German  meafures,  overcame  the  re- 
peated efforts  of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  to  in- 
troduce, him  into  the  cabinet.  At  length,  the 
u*reliftible  fuperiority  of  his  talents  bore  down 
every  obftacle :  in  1757  the  king,  fenfible  of  the 
weaknefs  of  the  miniftry,  and  alarmed  at  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  the  war,  reluftantly  confented  to  ap- 
point him  fecretary  of  ftate,  an  office  which, 
during  the  temporary  retreat  of  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle,  he  had  held  for  about  four  months  *; 
on  his  recal  to  office,  Mr.  Pitt,  according  to  the 
current  expreffion  of  the  day,  ''took  the  cabinet 
by  ftorm."  From  this  moment  Great  Britain 
affumed  a  formidable  pofition.  Mr.  Pitt  re-r 
linquifhed  his  oppofition  to  continental  con- 
nexions: conftant  fuccefs  attended  his  mea* 
Cures:  his  commanding  eloquenoeitbe  wifdom 

I  Dee.  ifs6f  to  April  i757t 

of 
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«f  Ws  plans,  the  vigour  of  his  exertions,  to-  chap. 
gether  with  the  ftrength  of  his  adminiftration,  y^^^ 
fiienced  parliamentary  oppofition:  the  people 
viewed  him  with  an  admiration  bordenng  on 
idolatry;  and  George  II.  highly  gratified  at  the 
profecution  of  his  favourite  meafures,  and  the 
unprecedented  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom, 
yielded,  with  implicit  coniidence,  the  reins  of 
government  to  his  direction. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  fupportcd  in  the  cabinet  by  his    Loril 
brother-in-law,  lord  Temple,  who  fucceeded  to  ^^"^y^ 
the  influence  and   eftate   of  his  uncle,  lord 
Cobham.    He  was  diftinguiflied  for  his  parlia- 
mentary abilities,  and  much  reljjected  and  be- 
loved by  his  adherents. 

Lord  Granville,  better  knoM^n  under  the  tori 
title  of  lord  Carteret,  was  prefident  of  the  coun-  G«nvilie, 
cil.  At  an  early  period  of  his  life  he  was  fccre- 
tarv  of  ftate,  and  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
Being  difmifled  in  the  reign  of  George  I.  he 
joined  the  oppofition  againft  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole;  and,  on  his  refignation,  was  reftored  to 
the  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  became  the  fa- 
vourite of  the  king,  and  took  the  lead  in  the 
condja6l  of  foreign  affairs.  After  an  inefFeftual 
ftruggle  with  Newcaftle  for  pre-eminence,  he 
rcfigned  in  Fubruary  1745.  In  1751  he  was 
appointed  prefident  of  the  council,  and  retain- 
ed that  office  till  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  talents  and  literary  acquirements;  inxlefa- 
tigable  in  bufinefs,  of  commanding  eloquence, 
and  converfant  in  foreign  affairs.  To  thofe 
who  confidered  his  eminent  capacity,  and  arro- 
gant difpofition,  it  was  matter  of  fuiprize  that 
ne  fubmitted  to  theafcendancy  of  the  Pdhams, 
and  accepted  a  fituation  which,  thougli  fupe- 
rior  in  dignity,  was  fubordinate  in  import- 
ance 

Mr, 
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CHAP.  Mf.  Fox,  paymafter  of  the  forces,  wa«  m 
^;,^  friend  and  afiive  fupporter  of  Sir  Robert  WaK 
Mr. Pox,  pole;  and  from  his  firft  entrance  into  parlia-. 
mcnt,  had  almoft  uniformly  promoted  the 
meafures  of  government.  Under  Mr.  Pelhani, 
he  afted  in  the  capacity  of  lord  of  the  treafury 
and  fecretarv  at  v.  ar,  and  was  content  to  fill  a 
fubordinate  department  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons; biit,  on  his  death,  thought  himfelf  in- 
*  titled  to  manage  the  hoUfe,  and  contended 
tiitli  Mr.  Pitt  for  pre-eminence.  After  a  long 
ferics  of  cabals,  lie  gained  a  momentary  afcend- 
ancy,  and  on  the  fourteenth  of  November  1 765 
vas  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate;  but  in  the 
month  of  November  1756  he  refigned,  and  on 
the  fifth  of  July  1757,  became  paymafter  of 
the  forces.  Mr.  Fox  was  of  an  acute  and  pene- 
trating genius,  and  active  in  bufinefs.  His 
fpeeches  were  replete  with  infonnation,  method, 
and  fenfe,  but  he  wanted  that  nervous  and  ir* 
refiftible  eloquence  M'hich  chara^crized  Mr. 
Pitt  His  manners  were  conciliatory,  and  few 
men  had  more  perfonal  friends  ". 

Several  of  the  remaining  members  of  admi- 
niilration,  Mere  highly  refpectable  for  talents 
and  integrity ;  amongft  M'hom  muft  be  noticed, 
lord  keeper,  afterwards  lord  chancellor  North- 
ington,  the  duke  of  Devonlhirc  lord  chamber- 
lain, Mr.  Legge  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
lord  Anfon  firit  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  lord 
Holderneffe  fecretarv  of  ftate. 
1760.          TiiojL'OH  the  advanced  age  of  George  11.  ren^ 
talln^on   ^^^'^'^'  '^'^  deceafe  not  improbable,  yet  that  event 
tiVa^a*hof  was  intirely  unexpected.     He  was  afBidled  with 
Oeoige  u.  no  difeafe,  tcftified  no.  uneafmefs  of  mind  or  de- 

/«  In  delineating  tliefc  charaawt,  mnch  information  has  been  de* 
tWciI  tronVthp  Memoirs  of  SIi  Ttobcit  Wnl|X)lc,an*J  from  the  ptiibnal 
cominuniLCutign&  of  the  author  of  that  exceUeat  work,  '  • 

prcffiou 


GEORGE    lU.  n 

preffion  of  fpirits,  but  ihewed  his  ufual  cheerful-  cm af. 
Dels  and  alacrity :  and  from  the  great  fuccefs   y^,,^^ 
which  had  atteuded  the  late  lueafures,  the  blaze     17^ 
of  conilant  viftory,  and  the  popularity  of  the 
miniftry,  perhaps  there  never  Mas  a  monarch 
whole  death  was  Ids  d(  iired. 

The  event  occafioned  much  conftemation  at 
court,  and  the  intelligence  was  immediately 
carried  to  the  fecrefciries  of  Irate.  Tlic  great 
ofticei's  of  the  crown  were  convened,' and  Mr. 
Pitt  repaired  to  Kew  for  the  piirpofe  of  an- 
nouncing to  the  newlbvereign  his  acceffion. 
The  king  having  received  fome  intimation  of 
the  eventhefore  Mr.  Pitt's  arrival,  was  prepared 
for  the  occafion,  and  immediately  proceeded  to 
London. 

Meanwhile  a  council,  affembled  at  Saville 

houfe;  was  direfled  to  attend  at  Carlcton  houie, 

the  refidence  of  the  princefs  dowager,  where 

they  met  the  king,  and  tranfaded  bufmefs  of 

fonn.     The  young  fovereign  appeared  agitated 

and  embarraljed  by  the  novelty  of  his  fituation; 

and  want  of  acquaintance  with  the  peribns  by 

whom  he  was  furrounded ;  yet  his  condurt 

gave  general    fatisfadion,   and    afforded   the 

prefage  of  a  prudent  and  happy  reign. 

'  Hisaddrefs  to  the  council,  which  was  pub-  The  king's 

lifhed  by  their  requeft,  is  a  fpecimen  of  digni-  ^c'^JouV^'^^^^ 

fied  modefty,  and  un%irumin^  fiimnefs :  "  The 

"  loCs  that  I  and  the  nation  liave  fuftaincd  by 

"  the  death  of  the  king,  my  grandfather,  would 

"  have  been  feVerely  felt  at  any  time;    but 

**  coming  at  fo  critical  a  junfture,  and  fo  un- 

"  expetted,  it  is  by  many  circumftances  aug- 

"  mented,  and  the  weight  now  falling  on  jiic 

"  much  increafed;  I  feel  my  own  infufficiency 

"  tofupport  it  as  I  wilh  :  but  animated  by  the 

''  tendercll 
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CHAP.  ^^  tendereft  afFeftion  for  my  native  countr3% 
•   ;^'^^   "  and  depending  upon  the  advice,  experience, 
^^  **  and  abilities  of  your  lordfliips,  on  the  fupport 
"  of  every  honeft  man,  I  enter  with  cheerfiil- 
"  nefs  into  this  arduous  fituation,  and  fliall 
"  make  it  the  bufinefs  of  my  life  to  promote, 
^^  in  every  thing,  the  glory  and  happinefs  of 
^  "  thefe  kingdoms,  t<o  preferve  and  ftrengthen 
^  "  the  conftitution  in  both  church  and  ftate: 

"  and,  as  I  mount  the  throne  in  the  midft  of 
'*  an  expenfive,  but  juft  and  neceflary  war,   I 
"  fhall  endeavour  to  profecute  it  in  the  man^ 
**  ner  the  moft  likely  to  bring  on  an  honour- 
"  able  and  lafting  peace,  in  concert  with  my 
'*  allies," 
ft6ihoa.       The  king  having  been  proclaimed  in  the 
King  pro-  nfual  form  on  the  day  after  his  acceffion,  held 
claimed.      ^  couucil  at  St.  Jamcs's  on  the  enfuing  day, 
17th :     when  his  brother  the  duke  of  York,  and  the 
The  duke  earl  of  Bute,  where  fworn  in  as  members ".     The 
tord^^Bme^  liturgy  was  alfo  directed  to  be  altered  in  thofe 
prifycoun.  parts  wlierc  prayers  are  faid  for  the  royal  family. 
*^"'       Thefe  circumftances  in  themfelves  would  not 
claim  any  notice,  but  fome  oiFence  was  taken 
at  the  time,  and  it  was  afterwards  a  fource  of 
frequent  animiidverfion,  that  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland and  the  princefs  Amelia,   who  were 
before  particularly  mentioned,  were  now  only 
included  in  the  general  tmin,  and  all  the  royal 
family. 

■  The  early  introduflion  of  lord  Bute  to  the  privy-counciJ,  hat 
been  defcanted  on  by  many  writers  as  a  fingular  circumftance,  but  it 
it  is  not  in  the  leaft  extraordinary :  it  was  cuftomary  for  the  king  to 
continue  his  houfehold  fervants  m  the  fame  capacities  which  they  held 
under  him  while  prince  of  Wales ;  lord  Bute  being  groom  of  tha 
tfk>le  to  the  prince,  was  therefore  continued  by  the  king,  and  the 
bolder  of  that  o^ceis  always  conilituted  a  privy-comifellor. 

Although 
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Although  this  alteration  was  not  made  in   chap 
confequence  of  the  diilike  which  the  princefs   ^^.^ 
dowaj^er   entertained    againft   the  duke   and      1760. 
princefs,  but  was  merely  a  point  of  etiquette, 
the  popularity  of  the  duke  (xf  Cumberland  be- 
came the  medium  through  a\  hich  much  abufe, 
vented  againft  the  king  and  the  princefe  dow- 
ager, was  afterwards  rendered  agreeable  to  the 
public." 

The  king*s  friendihip  for  the  earl  of  Bute,  Charafter 
led  to  extenfive  and  permanent  confequences.  «^*^<^*«^'- 
John  earl  of  Bute,  was  fon  of  James  fecond 
earl  of  Bute,  by  Ann  Campbell,  daughter  of 
Archibald  firft  duke  of  Argyle.  He  receiv- 
ed his  education  at  Eton ;  and  at  an  early 
Eeriod  of  his  life,  \v^s  introduced  to  the  houfe- 
old  of  Frederick  prince  of  Wales,  to  whom  he 
was  lord  of  the  bed-chamber.  On  the  death 
of  tlie  prince  he  retired  to  the  country,  and 
took  no  iliare  in  political  tranfa^ions,  though 
he  was  often  confuhed  by  the  princefs.  On 
the  efiabliihment  of  the  young  prince's  houfe- 
bold,  he  was  appointed  groom  of  the  ftole, 
in  which  place  ne  was  continued  after  liis 
acceflion.  He  had  not  occupied  any  public 
office ;  ,  was  unacquainted  with  the  bulinefs 
and  intrigues  of  ftate;  and  though  he  poflefled 
an  a£^ive  mind,  replete  with  elegant  and  ab* 

•  The  words  in  the  prayer  referring  to  the  dulce  of  Cumberland 
and  princefs  Amelia,  were  <<  Tbt  DukeoMd  Prmcfjksx'"  but  the  rank 
of  the  royal  family  (txcept  the  jprince  of  Wales,  who  always  ftands 
next  the  king,  as  heir  apparent)  is  regulated  by  their  proximity  to  the 
Ibvereign  on  the  throne ;  thus  the  duke  of  Cumberland  and  princefs 
Arneli^  as  children  of  George  II.  took  precedence  of  the  youngeft 
children  of  prince  Frederick  ;  on  the  acceflion  of  George  111.  their 
portions  wete  altered ;  the  brother  of  the  fovereign  then  preceded  hit 
uncle  in  rank  t  confequentiy,  it  would  have  been  abfurd  to  retain  in 
the  prayer  the  words,  **  the  Duke  and  Prtnceffes,**  without  firft  tn- 
feting  fome  words  equally  defcriptive  of  the  kings  brothers  snd  iif- 
ters,  which  would  have  been  not  only  uoufuiif  but  inconvenient  and 
ridiculous,  OQ  account  •f  its  length* 

ftrufc 
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CHAP*  ftrufe  learning,  and  was  well  acquainted  M'ith 
^-  the  theory  of  the  Britifli  confritution,  ^  he  wa^ 
i76o«  not  competent  to  the  tafk  of  inftrufting  a  young 
prince  in  the  praclical  fcience  of  governing  a 
kingdom,  where  the  component  parts  of  the 
legHlature  are  fo  nicely  balanced,  and  their 
refpeftive  powers  and  operations  fo  ftriftly 
guarded.  It  could  not  aftbrd  ground  of  fur- 
prize  that  the  king,  young  and  unacquainted 
with  the  perfons  of  thofe  who  formed  a  fuc- 
cefsful  and  popular  admin  illration,  ihould  place 
among  his  confidential  fervants,  a  nobleman 
whom  he  had  long  efteemed,  and  who  poffels- 
ed  the  good  opinion  of  his  parent  in  an  eminent 
degree :  it  could  not  be  a  fubject  of  animadver- 
.fion,  that  fuch  a  perfon  fhould  obtain  an  ample 
portion  of  the  king's  regard ;  nor  would  this  cir- 
cumilance  have  aflfeftetl  the  courfe  of  political 
afiairs,  had  not  a  new  fyftem  followed  his  intro- 
duction into  the  cabinet. 
Ncwfyftcm  THEtwolaft  mouarchs  being  foreigners,  and 
mcS'^^ ""  ®PP^f^^  '^y  *  native  prince  who  had  numerous 
^nncd.  adherent*,  as  well  among  the  people  as  in  fome 
of  the  moil  illufirious  houfes,  confided  a  large 
portion  of  their  power  to  a  few  diftinguifbed 
families,  in  order  to  fecure  polfefTion  of  the 
crown.  Thefe  families,  ftrengthened  by  unkn, 
and  exclufive  influence,  became  not  only  in- 
dependent of,  but,  in  many  refpc6ts,  fuperior 
to  the  throne.  Swayed  by  a,  predile&ion  for 
their  continental  dominions,  the  two  firft 
fovereigns  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  incurred 
fevere  animadverfions  from  the  members  of  op- 
pofition.    The  neceffity  of  frequent  juftifica- 

f  The  king  derived  from  the  convcrfation  of  lord  Bute,  his  prin- 
cipal knowledge  of  the  conftittition  5  and  lord  Bute  obtained  from 
Blackftone  the  moft  intei-efting  parts  of  his  comntentaries  on  the 
Jaws  of  England  while  in  MS*  and  laid  them  before  the  prince  for 
his  inftrudtion. 

tions 
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tlons,  rendered  them  ftiU  more  dependent  on  the  chap. 
leaders  of  the  minilterial  party,  and  reduced    ^' 
them  almoft  to  a  ftate  of  pupilage.  1760. 

But  the  new  king  being  exemptfrom  foreign 
partialities^^afcendin^  the  throne  at  a  period 
when  the  claims  of  the  exiled  family  were 
fallen  into  contenipt,  was  enabled  to  emanci* 
pate  himfelf  from  the  reftraint  to  which  his  an* 
xreftors  had  fubmitted.  The  earl  of  Bute  form* 
ed  the  plan  of  breaking  the  phalanx  wliicb 
constituted  and  fupported  the  miniftry,  .and  of 
fecuring  the  independence  of  the  crown,  by 
a  moderate  exertion  of  the  conftitutional  pre- 
rogative. This  plan  in  itfelf  was  well  con- 
ceived, and  neceflary;  but  the  earl  of  Bute 
was  not  a  proper  pcrfon  to  cany  it  into  €&€&. 
He  was  not  connected,  either  by  blood  or  by 
familiar  intercourfe,  with  the  leading  femilies 
in  England :  he  was  not  verfed  in  the  arts,  of 
popularity,  or  ufed  to  the  firuggle$  pf  parlia* 
mentary  oppofition ;  and  his  nmnners  M^erc 
cold,  referved,  and  unconciliating#  .Prejur 
dices  were  eafily  excited  againft  him  isr-^aia- 
tive  of  Scotland,  and  he  could  only,  oppofo  '^ 
popular  and  triumphant  adminirtration,.and  a 
long  eilabliihed  fyltem,  by  fuch  friends.ae  liQpe 
or  intereft  might  fupply,  and  by  the  peribnai 
efteera  of  the  king,  wliich  was  rendered  le& 
valuable  from  the  odium  attached  to  the  name 
of  favourite. 

The  conflids  of  party  did  not  immediately  Popularity 
commence.  The  king  at  his  acceflion  was  «f ticking* 
highly  popular  :  his  proclamations  for  reprefs- 
ing  vice  and  immorality,  gave  general  fatis- 
faSion ;  loyal  and  affeftionate  addrefi'es  poured 
in  from  every  part  of  the  realm,  and  all  regret 
for  the  late  king  feemed  to  be  buried  with 
him. 

This 
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CHAP;       The  parliament  was  to  clofe  in  one  more 

>^'^^j    feflion;  but  thefeafon  being  inconvenient  for 

1760.     a  diffolution,    it   was    refolved  to  await  the 

^iaiMiit.  period  of  its  natural  extinftion.     After  a  fliort 

*  prorogation,**   to  give  time   for  previous  ar- 

isthNov.   rangements,  the  king  opened  the  fdfion.    It 

was  remarked,  that  there  never  was,  in  the  me- 

tnory  of  the  oldeft  perfons,  fuch  1^  numerous 

concourfe,  of  all  ranks,  on  any  fmiilar  occia* 

fion,  nor  fuch  unanimous  teftimonies'  of  ap^ 

plaufe.     The  public  preiiofleflion,  increafed  by 

the  king's  aiFable  and  gracious  demeanour,  was 

carried  to  the  greateft  height  by  the  patriotic 

ientiments  contained  in  the  fpeech. 

Tbefcing*8      He  began  by  expreffing  his  regret  at  the 

speech,     death  of  "his  grandfather,    at  fo  critical  and 

difficult  a  conjunfture,  as  he  was  the  great  fup- 

Eort  of  that  fyftem,  by  which  alone  the  li- 
erties  of  Europe,  and  the  weight  and  in- 
fluence of  thefe  kingdoms,  could  be  prefervcd, 
and  Mve  life  to  the  meafures  conducive  to 
thofe  impoitant  ends. 

After  declaring  his  reliance  on  the  aifec- 

.  tion  of  his  people,  and  the  goodnefs  of  Provi- 

dence^  his  majefty  ufed  thefe  words :  "Born 

**  AN1>  EDUCATED  IN  THIS  COUNTRY,  I  GLO- 

"  RY  IN  THE  NAME  OF  Briton  ;  and  the 
*^  peculiar  happinefs  of  my  life  ztill  ever  confiji 
**  ifi  fromoting  the  welfare  of  a  people^  rvhofe 
"  loyalty  and  xoarm  ajfcRion  to  me  I  confider  as 
•*  the  gteateji  and  mojl  permanent  fecurity  of 
*^  my.  tkropic ;'    and    I  doubt  not    but  their 

"  fteadinefs 

%  From  the  8th  to  the  x8th  of  Nbvember. 

t  After  the  draft  of  thi$  foeech  liad  been  fettled  by  the  cabiner, 

^n  addition  was  made  to  tt  in  nis  majcfty's  own  hand,  which  became 

the  fnbjed^  of  feme  sinimadveriioDi  and  was  co:npared  by  many  of 

the  moft  zealous  of  thp  Whig  party,  to  the  concluding  part  of  the  firft 

fpteck  of  Qu«fn  Anne,  after  her  acoceHion.    (See  Journals,  and 

SaoIIett's 


*'{teatti0e&  inthofe  prmciples,  will  equal  tlft  crap. 

**  fir0i«€f$  of  i^y  invariable  refolutioii  to  adhere   ^\^ 

^'  to,  ami  ftreogtheti  this  excellent  coniiitution,     1760. 

**  in  chttfch  and  ftate ;   and  to  maintain  the 

**  toleration  iavlolabie.     The  civil  and  religi* 

**  ous  rights  of  mv  loving  fubjetls  are  eqimlly 

**  dear  to  nac,  with  tiiie  moft  valuable  preroga-- 

*'  tives  of  my  crown  ;  and,  as  the  fureft  found- 

*'atioii  of  the  whole,  and  the  beft  means  to 

y-  draw  down  the  divine  favour  on  my  reign, 

>'  it  is  my  fixed  purpofe  to  countenance  and 

**  encourage  the  practice  of  true  religion  and 

•*  virtue." 

In  the  progrefs  of  his  fpecch,  the  king 
defcanted»  with  becoming  fatisfadion,  on  the 
profperous  eflforts  of  the  Britifli  force  in  Ca- 
fiada  and  Indiai  and  on  the  fuccefsful  exer- 
tions of  the  allied  ainw  in  Germany ;  he  men- 
tioned, in  ilrong  tenns  of  approbation,  the  bene^ 
fits  which  the  national  commerce  tod  dcjiived 
from  the  judicious  difpofition  of  thei  navy^  and 
paid,  a  juft  and  honourable  tribute  of  applaufe 
to  the  valour  and  intrepidity  of  the  officers  and 
forces,  both  at  fea  and  land. 

Having  thus  Qompletely  reviewed  the  ftate 
«f  the  nation,  the  king  faid,  '^  In  tliis  oondi- 
•*  tion  I  Imve  found  tilings  at  my  acceffion  to 
"  the  throne  of  my  anccftors ;  happy  in  viewing 
'*  the  profpcrou4  part  of  it ;  happier  dill  iliould 
^*  I  have  been,  nad  I  found  my  kingdoms, 
"  whofe  true  interell  I  hare  entirely  at  heart, 
*'in  full  peace:  but,  fmce  the  ambition,  in- 
'^jmious  encroachments,   and  dangerous  de« 

$moUett*»  continuation  cyf  Httme,  vol.  i.  p.  447.)  But  at  this  di{bnc« 
of  rimer,  when  tiie  qneliion  may  be  more  inipartLilly  con5<Jcre<1,  nrjit 
Mtftin^iy  from  other  circutnflancrt,  there  tlocs  not  appear  any  reaToi 
for  irnputing  to  the  declaration  of  tho  king,  that  '<  t?orn  and  tUu- 
cated  in  thi«  ^mtntry  he  gloried  in  the  name  of  I^nton,"  an  iatentioa 
«f  rrficding  Qnthe  memory  of  liis  grandt-atn^r. 

vou  I.  c  "  figns' 
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his  €onfent,'thatfuch  difpofitionmight'beina^e 
of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown,  as 
ihould  bell  conduce  to  the  utility  and  iktisfac- 
tion  of  the  pubhc. 

The  fupplies  amounted  to  nineteen  millions 
fix  hundred  and  fixteen  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  pdunds,  to  pay  the  intereft  of 
which  feveral  taxes  were  continued,  and  a  ne\r 
duty  of  three  fliiUings  per  barrel  impofed  on 
beer  and  ale. 

Upon  granting  new  commifiions  to  th^ 
judges,  the  tenure  of  their  office  fell  under 
confideration.  The  king,  anxious  to  infure 
their  independency  and  unrightnefs,  recom* 
mended,  in  a  fpeech  from  tne  throne,  that  pro- 
vilion  fliould  be  made  for  fecuring  the  judges 
ill  the  enjoyment  of  their  offices,  during  their 
good  behaviour,  notwithftanding  the  dcmife 
of  the  crown  ;  and  reqiiefted,  that  he  might  be 
enabled  to  grant  and  eftablilh  upon  the  judges 
fuchfalaries  as  he  ihould  think  proper,  10  as  to 
be  abfolutelv  fecured  to  them  during  the  con* 
tinuance  of*their  (^.onimiffions.  This  truly  pa- 
triotic and  wife  declaiation,  wa$  received  with 
merited  attention  ;  and  an  acl  paffed  fully  pro- 
viding for  the  imJ)ortant  objefts  of  his  majefty  *s 
tacommendation*  ■      .    . 

Whent  the  end  of  the  fcffion  approached, 
Mr.'  €)nflow,  who  for  more  than  thirty  years 
hacT  filled  the  lituation  of  fpeaker,  with  un- 
ihaken  iiitegrity,  iignified  his  determination 
to  retire :  a  vote  of  thanks  M-as  unanimoufly 
carried,  and  an  addrefs  prefentcd,  rcquefting 
tlie  king  to  confer  on  him  fome  iignal  mark -of 
favour.  A  penlion  of  three  thoufand  pounds 
was  accordingly  fettled  on^  Mr.  Onflow,  with 


n  Blackftone's  Commentaiks,  vol.  i.  p.  a6S* 
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brncfit  of  fun^ivorlhip  to  his  fon.    This  tettr-  chap, 
mony  of  regard  to   experienced  merits  and    ^y,^ 
long  fervices,  was  extremely  agreeable  to  the     1761. 
public ;  and  the  common  council  of  London,   5th  May. 
complimented  the  late  fpeaker,  by  pi-efenting 
the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box. 

The  public  bufinefs  having  been  performed 
with  the  utmoft  unanimity,  the  king  dofed  the  19*  J^^- 
fei&on,  and  the  parliament  was  immediately  dif-  sift, 
folved, ' 

Although  in  the  declaration  to  the  council  TbeWng'A 
at  his  acceffion,  and  in  his  fubfequent  fpeecbes  ^^^^ 
at  the  meeting  and  prorogation  of  parliament,  ^^*  . 
the  king  cxpreffed  a. determination  to  profecute 
the  war,  it  was  his  firft  and  moft  earned  wiih 
to  rcftore  to  his  fubjefts  the  blcffings  of  peace.  ^ 
The  paragraph'  in  the  declaration  to  council 
referring  to  the  war,  was  not  originally  exprefs- 
edin  fuch  a  forcible  manner;  but  an  altera- 
tion was  made  hy  Mr,  Pitt,  whicTi  implied  a 
decided  approbation  of  the  German  meafures, 
inilead  of  mentioning  them,  as  thfe  king  intend? 
tAj  in  terms  of  goldnefs.  *  The  king  was  thus  in- 
duced to  give  up  his  owTi  opinion,  and  renewed 
a  fubfidiary  treaty  with  tne  king  of  Pruffia, 
fimiliar  to  thofe  concluded  by  George  II.  * 

The  energy  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  celebrity  of  the  c«ifei  of 
king  of  Pruffia,    the  fuccefs  of  prince  Per-  ^^,J!^^ 
dinand,   the  increafmg  glories  of  the  Britifh  war. 
amis,  and  the  depreffion  of  the  French  power, 
contributed  to  render  the  war  in  the  higheft 

'  No  xnemoriaU  are  preftrved  of  any  debates  in  thit  feffioni  tbe 
iccottnt  of  the  pioceedings  is  derived  from  the  hiftory  and  pr9C^diD|i 
of  parliament  pubiifhed  byDebrect^and  from  the  }ournaU. 

^  The  king's  fpeech  to  parliaoBent,  Not.  ty^i. 

*  ^rom  a  memorandttoi  by  lord  Melcombe* 

*  This  treaty  was  figaed  latb  Deoemberi  1760. 

c  s  degrci 
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CHAP,  degree  popular;  yet  many  politicians  appre* 
;^;^^   bended  the  moil  fetal  confequences  from  its 
i7^t-     continuance,   even  ihould  fuccefs  ftill  attend 
the  allied  arms 
Argumenu      Thet  blamed  the  project  of  carrying  on  a 
agamit  it.   German,  inftead  of  a  maritime,  commercial, 
and  colonial  war,  which  was  beft  adapted  ta 
the  fituation  of  this  country,  and  in  which  wc 
were  always  fuperior  to  our  enemies.     France, 
they  faid,  could  profecute  the  conteft  in  Ger- 
many for  ten  years,  without  increaiing  her  debt 
five  millions  fterling,  whUe  we  could  not  carry 
^  it  on  for  the  fame  period,  mthout  increafing 

ours  upwards  of  fifty  millions ;  and  all  the  aii-» 
vantages  which  mieht  be  gained  over  France^ 
would  not  compenfate  for  fuch  an  enormous 
expenditure.  They  treated  the  popular  enthu- 
fiaiin  for  a  German  war  as  a  dangerous  delufion. 
The  merchants,  who  greatly  contributed  t« 
raife  it,  particularly  in  iXndon,  were  iriterefted ; 
but  the  landholders  fuftered.  The  glory  and 
advantage  of  fweeping  the  fea,  coft  the  land 
four  or  five  millions  a  year.  JThey  fuggefted, 
that  when  the  merchants  fiiould  lofe  the  ad- 
vantage of  contrafts  and  furniftiments,  they 
would  repent  of  their  alacrity,  and  wifh  they 
had  ufed  their  intereft  in  inducing  government 
to  defift,  when  the  national  honour  was  vindi- 
cated, and  the  national  poffelTipns  fecured.  ** 

The  prefs  too  uttered,  without  referve,  the 
fame  fentiments.  The  abfurdity  of  the  man^ 
ner  of  warfare,  whicli  this  country  had  adopt- 
ed, v/as  expofed  in  the  moft  ftriking  colours. 
It  was  aflertcd  tJiat  France,  by  making  Gc?:- 
many  the  I'cat  of  holiility,  could  ruin  this  coun- 

*  Tlicfe  ftntiounts  are  aroplx  ^<^^^ile<i  Wi  lord  Mclcombe*s  Cor- 
rfi*j;oudcr.cc. 
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try,  without  materially  injuring  herfelf.  Tlie  CHAP, 
quarreb  of  any  two  ftates  of  Europe,  for  what-  y^^ 
ever  caufe,  were  always  favourable  to  the  in-  »7**' 
tereftcd  and  ambitious  views  of  France;  Mho 
would  efpoufe  the  weaker  lidc  with  a  partial 
exertion  of  ftrength,  incrcaiing  her  effbrts  in 
proportion  as  other  countries  favoured  tlie 
caufe  which  flie  oppofed.  The  military  force 
of  France  was  alleged  to  be  fuperior  to  that 
of  any  other  power  in  Europe ;  and  by  her  ad« 
drefe  in  confining  the  war  to  Germany,  Eng- 
land, who  was  ncr  only  opponent,  was  re- 
duced to  fight,  at  au  immenfc  expcnce,  in  a 
country  where  viilory  itfclf,  while  it  weakened 
and  difpirited  the  friendly  natives,  could  never 
diftrefs  the  French :  they  only  retired,  after 
defeat,  to  their  own  frontier,  v  hither  we  durfl 
not  follow  them,  and  always  returned  to  the 
next  campaign  with  a  force  fuperior  to  all  the 
efforts  of  Britifh  gold,  and  German  exertion^ 
Nor  were  our  efibrts  really  beneficial  to  the 
Proteftant  interefl,  which,  m  fad,  was  not  en* 
dangered.  The  defence  of  Hanover  was  alleged 
to  be  a  futil?  pretence  for  carrying  on  the  war 
in  Germany :  the  French  could  not  annex  it 
to  their  dominions,  without  taking  poflfeflion  of 
feveral  other  cledorate^,  which  the  conftitu* 
tion  of  Europe  would  never  permit ;  and  even 
if  they  entertained  fuch  a  fcheme,  the  way  for 
England  to  oppofc  it  was  not  by  fending  armies 
to  Germany,  but  by  turning  to  the  utmofl  ad* 
vantage  her  decided  naval  fuperiority;  thus 
flie  might  obtain  poflTeiTion  of  the  French  Wcfl 
India  iflands,  and  hold  them  as  a  depofit  or 
guaranty  for  the  fecurity  of  Hanover. 

THEfubfidy  or  tribute  to  the  king  ofPruffia, 
was  rfprcfentcd  in  a  pioft  injurious  light :  he 
jeccivcd  fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufiind  pounds 
I  c  4  a  year 

t 
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CHAP*  a  year  to  fight  his  own  battles,  and  Englzni 
s-J^  was  bound  to  defend  him  without  the  flighteft 
« 7^»-  ftiputation  on  his  jjart.  This  was  con  trailed  mthr 
the  imjx>rtant  and  valuable  affiftance,  which 
king  William  had  prudently  fecured  againft 
France,  from  themoft  coniiderable  powers  of 
Europe,  for  a  lefr  fum  than  was  now  paid  to  the 
king  of  Pruffia  alone.  * 
The  king's  SucH  Were  the  opinions  profefled  in  private,* 
difimcreft-.  *^^  patronized  in  public  by  the  carl  of  Bute,* 
.cdnd$r  "  aiid  thofe  who  were  intimately  connected  with 
him.  The  king  had,  from  his  infancy,  been  ac-* 
cuftomed  to  hear  the  connefl:ion  of  this  coun** 
try  Anth  Germany  condemned  and  reviled,  by 
men  who  were  confidered  the  moft  enlightened 
and  truly  patriotic.  He  had  fo  little  attach^ 
unent  for  his  German  dominions,  that  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  his  being  induced  to  aban-* 
don  the  defence  of  them,  and  employ  the 
money  which  had  hitherto  been  ufelefefy  la-« 
viihed  on  that  objeft,  in  diftrefling  the  French 
m  other  quaiters^  for  the  purpofe  of  compelling 
them  to  make  peace.  A  propofal  fo  flattering 
to  the  prejudices  of  Engliflimen,  it  w^  fup* 
pofed  would  confer  extenfive  and  permanent 
popularity  on  thofe  who  fliould  have  the  virtue 
to  recommend,  and  the  intereft  to  enforce  it 
and  fome  jcaloufy  was  entertained,  left  the 
miniftry,  who  had  hitherto  coududed  the  war, 
ihould  infure  their  continuance  of  power  and 
popularity  after  a  peace,  by  firft  adopting  the 
plan,  * 

«  Confiderations  en  the  prefcnt  Oenran  w^r,  by  I.  Mautiuit,  I.f<^^ 
Tliis  prcxUiflion  w-ns  generally  read,  and  the  author  was  afterwaids 
rewarded  with  a  pcnfion.    Hirtory  of  the  late  Minority,  p.  13. 

«*  Lord  Me!coml>e*f  Diary,  p.  42*.  and  the  fame  Tentinneiits  are 
nioi-e  ftilly  expredcd  and  enforced  iij  a  paper  of  lord  MekombeH 
dated  i6ih  Js^Hiiarj-,  1761,  and  indoriW,  ''Paper  i*ead  to  loi"d 
Bute/' 

.   Mr.  PXTT, 


% 
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Mr.  Pitt,  however,  was  not  difpofcd  to  ber   CH  AP^ 
come  a  candidate  for  in creafed  popularity,  (if  ^Jt',^^, 
an  incrcafe  of  his  popularity  was  poliible,)  on     ^y^h 
fiich  tenns*     He  had  concerted  the  war  on  a  ^'j-  ^'? 
fyiiem  fuggefted  by  the  king  of  Proffia,  im-  prof^m'ulg 
proved  by  himfelf,  and  ftdly  fenctioned  by  **>«*«• 
GeoTse  U.  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  compe* 
tent  judge  o(f  mifitary  matters.     The  fuccdi 
of  the  allied  arms  had  hitherto  £lenced  oppo* 
fition,  and  excited  univerfal  admimtion ;  and 
France  ^bs  fo  enfeebled  and  humbled,  that  her  t 

further  efforts  wei*e  not  conlidcred  objeds  of 
dread.  The  people,  amufed  by  the  fpiendid 
exhibitions  attendant  on  victory,  and  flattered 
by  the  merited  , encomiums  bdtowed  on  the 
valour  and  liheraJrty  of  the  countiy,  difrc*- 
garded  the  load  of  debt  created  by  the  war, 
and  defpifed  the  accuwinlation  of  taxes.  The 
capital,  which  by  its.  exertions  atid  clamours, 
generally. gives  a  political  liias  to  the  reft  of 
the  kingdom,  was  impUcitly  devoted  to  the 
Biinilter,  and  he  was  io  far  from  entertaining 
a  notion  of  abandoning  tlie  continent,  that 
the  friend*  of  that  pnigc^  pvonounced  him 
madder  than  ever.  • 

F&OM  the  king's  acceffiony  the  earl  of  Bute  Tumutta- 
became  an  object  of  jealoufy,  and  his  condu6t  ?";•„  jj^^" 
was  fcnitinifed  with  propoitionate  vigilance/ pc^puUcc 
As  he  was   expelled  foon  to  obtain  a  nlace 
ill  the  minifiry,   many  efforts  were  made  to 

inHanne 

•  Lord  Melcorabc*8  Diary,  p*  4'27* 

f  A  A»b}eft  of  fuccefsfiil  invcftive'  and  permanent  mifrepre&n- 
fauoii,  arofc  in  the  gt%  of  the  ranga(hip  of  Richmond  Park  to 
lostl  BtMe.  This  office -was  held  by  tht  princcfs  Amelia  j  and  it 
fvss  boldly  aflerte<!,  that  the  gratification  of  the  favourite,  and  the 
inortifica:ton  of  the  princef«>  wei*e  equal  motives  for  the  change  ) 
but,  in  fad,  the  princeft  held  the  appointment  /or  ber  Itfe^  and 
therrfore  couUl  not  be  deprived  of  it  but  by  ber  own  confcnt.  The 
prtaccfs  at  firft  purpofed  to  nakt  Richmond  her  principal  txfidence» 
4(4  ^^^  gf^t  ^^^^  lod^  was  directed  to  be  prepared  and  enlarged 

for 
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CHAP,  inflame  the  national  prejudice  againfi  the 
i^    Scots,  and  the  people  were  taught  to  believe 

^6i»  that  every  unpopular  aft  was  the  refult  of  his 
advice.  The  king  had  not  completed  the 
fourth  month  of  his  reign,  when  he  experienced 

%d  Feb.  the  ungovernable  and  licentious  fpirit  of  the 
mob,  by  a  riot  while  he  was  in  the  play-houfe* 
They  imputed  the  tax  on  beer  to  lord  Bute, 
and  adopted  this  method  of  exprefling  diiap^ 
probation.  * 

tord  Bute        NOTWITHSTANDING  thcfc  cffortS,  thcj  king 

fccrctary    appointed  lord  Bute  fecretary  of  ftate,  on  the 
f  thM^r.  refignation  of  lord  Holdernefle,  ^  difmiffed  Mr.. 
*^        *  Legge  from  the  chancellorfhip  of  the  exche-* 
quer,  and  gave  his  office  to  lord  Barrington. 
Changes  in  Tlicrc  wcrc  alfo  fcveral  other  removals  and  ad- 
nie  mini,   yancemcnts  of  lefe  importance.    The  duke  of 
^^*         Richmond,  difgufted  with  a  military  promo- 
tion which  he  confidered  injurious  to  his  bro-- 
ther,  lord  George  Lenox,  refigned  the  poft  of 
lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  ^ 

Wheit 

for  that  purpofe  i  but,  during  the  procrefi  of  the  work»  «  dectiioii 
at  hvr  was  made  contrary  to  her  wifheB,  relatiTe  to  right  of  ftop^ 
ping  the  foot-way  $  Qie  then  became  difguftedi  fufpended  the  exe- 
cution of  her  orders,  and»  on  receiving  an  ample  equivalent,  cfaeer« 
fully  reiigncd  ^n  appointment  which  no  longer  gratified  her  ipsa* 
gination,  except  as  an  obje6k  of  emolopient. 

t  The  inhabitants  of  Hexham  (9th  March)  evinced  a  mott  fatr 
tnidable  dlfpofition  to  tumult  i  on  the  balloting  for  miKtra-men,  they 
aflembled  an  f^ch  numbers,  a^  committed  fuch  excelTes,  that  it  be. 
came  ncceffary  to  employ  the  military  i  and  a  fpcdal  commiflloo  hav- 
ing been  afterwards  iffued,  feveral  of  the  rioters  were  tried,  and  one 
executed. 

*  Lord  Mclcomb^'s  Diary,  p.  416.  The  reti-cat  of  lord  Holder- 
nefle appears  to  hav^-  beeij  a  preconcerted  manoeuvre,  arranged  with 
more  art  and  duplicity  than  becomes  an  exalted  chancer,  to  ma^e 
room  for  lord  Bute-  Lord  Holdernefle  was  amply  gratified  by  a 
penfion  and  rcvcrfionajy  ^rant  of  the  wardcnfliip  of  the  cinque  poits* 

*  Itisafferted  in  lord  Mclcerobe's  Diary,  p.  417,  that  the  dnke 
of  Richmond,  after  fpeaking  difrefpeafully  of  lord  Bute  and  the 
Scotch  Ditiun,  had  iibhciicd  the  bed-chamber.    Tlie  duke  has  dcnirA 

r  .     .  tbefe. 
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Whex  lord  Bute  thus  affumed  a  reftonfiblc  chap. 
fituation  in  the  cabinet,  he  was  dcludea,  by  in-*    ^;.^^ 
terdled  individuals,  into  a  belief,  that  he  pof-     1761. 
leil'ed   a   confiderable  portion    of  the   public 
efteero,    and  that  the  popularity  of  Mr.  Pitt 
was  declining.     They  ftrongly  Veprefented  to* 
him,  that  he  was  bound  by  every  motive,  both 
of  a  public  and  private  nature,  to  take  an  ac^ 
live  part  in  the  government,  ^  and  he  yielded 
to  fug^eftions  which  accorded  with  his  views 
of  weakening  the  party,  which  in  his  judgment 
maintained  a  dangerous  afcendancy. 

The  prorogation  and  diffolution  of  parlia- 
ment were  delayed,  to  aiford  time  for  lord 
Bute  to  make  the  arranfi;ement3  neceflary  to 
ftreagthen  his  intereft:  nut  the  influence  he 
expefted  to  derive  from  the  king*s  confidence, 
was  ingrofled  by  others,  who  had  taken  their 
meafures  unknown  even  to  the  king  himfclf. 
He  was  early  apprized  of  this,  and  cautioned 
againft  it,  yet  he  took  no  meafures  to  coun- 
tera&  thofe  minifters,  who  were  refolved  to 
fecure  parliamentary  adherents  by  means  of 
government  intereft,  but  intirely  mdependcnt 
ofthecjown.* 


theicfa^s  in  a  letter  printed  in  the  fame  work  (p.  500).  The 
trania£^ion,  m  whatever  light  it  is  viewed,  reflefVs  no  difgrftce  either 
on  the  duke  or  k>rd  Bute.  If  we  refufe  lord  Bute  credit  for  mag- 
nanimity in  favouring  the  duke*s  wilhes,  after  be  had  fpoken  diCre- 
fpedfollj  of  him  and  bit  country,  it  appears  at  leaft  that  he  did  not 
pppofe  them,  though  his  grace  had  declai-ed  his  unwillingnefs  to 
conneft  himfelf  with  anj  miniftry.  The  duke*s  reri2:nation,  in  com- 
pliment to  the  feelings  ot  bis  brottier,  was  fpiritcd  and  proper* 

^  Lord  Mdconbe^s  Piary,  p.  416,  and  hit  letters  to  lord  Bute, 
fnifim. 

I  Lord  MeIcombe*s  Diary»  p,  43a. — In  a  letter  to  lord  Bute, 
^ated  the  16th  November,  J 760,  lord  Mslcombe,  after  cxpreflTini;  his 
seal  for  the  king's  fcrvice,  and  anxiety  to  fee  him  intn^ly  inde* 
fysndent,  fays,  '*  It  is  not  my  wiAi  that  his  mate((y  Ihould  intcrpofe, 
M  ()ive«^ly  or  indirectly,  where  the  intBrcH  is  in  any  private  gentlemen. 
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CHAP*'    ^  'as  (Mix^t  danUg  tb«  two  ltd  re%n8»  ztetoi  nbdvrttMfihmvt 
T  <'  farmed  the  power  of  the  crown  at  a  price  certain  i  ancf  under  qo* 

«•  leur  of  making  diemfelres  refponlibie  for  the  whole,  hare  talceit 
"the  k}e  direOion  of  iht  royal  iiitereft  and  influence  into  tbat 
**  own  hands,  and  applied  it  to  their  own  creatures,  without  oon% 
•*  fuhing  the  crown,  or  leaving  any  room  for  the  royal  rtomin?tiort 
**  or  dire^ion.  This  (hoald  be  prevented  before  any  pretence  of  pro4 
!<  mifc  cau  be  made/*  &c. 
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CHAPTER  THE   SECOND:  .   ♦      .i 

1761.  •  • 

State  rf  the  belligerent  powers.  — France. — 
Foland, — Rufiia. — AuJiria.r^CQngrefs  pro* 
pofed.  —  Progrefs  of  the  campaign.  —  Vap^ 
tare  oj  Schzccidnitz  by  the  Aujirians. — Batr 
tie  of  Fillmg-^haufen.  —  Capture  of  Bellei/if 
— and  of  Domimco. —  Redu8io7i  of  the  Ch^ 
rokets. — War  in  India. — Capture  ofMihie. 
— Invajion  of  Bengal  by  the  Shah  Zaddah,-. — 
His  defeat. — Ejcploits  of  d' EJiaing.-^Trcf^ 
guiility  of  Great  Britain.  — ^  The  king's  mar^ 
riage.  —  Coronatiofi.  —  Negotiations  for 
peace  with  France. — Terms  propofed  by  t^e 
French — They  introduce  the  difcuffion  of 
Spanijh  affairs. -^Spirited  cpndud;  of  Mr. 
Fitt.—Anfi^er  to  the  Freyich  propo/itions. — 

-  Family  compaQJign^d, — Mr.  Pitfs  in/iruCr 
tions  to  lord  Brijioly  embaffador  at  Madrid. — 
Lord  BriJioVs  eaplanations  with  the  Spdni/k 
ftcretary  of  Jiatc-^r-Mr.  Pitt  propofes  to  dC" 
dare  war  againji  Spain,-^He  and  lordTem^ 
pie  determine  to  refign. — Obfervations. — 
Mr.  Pitfs  rejignation. — Gracious  behaviour 
(f  the  king. — Mr.  Pitt  receives  apenfon.—-^ 
Lord  Bute  conjidered  at  the  head  of  the  ad^ 
minifration. — His  fentiments  on  Mr.  Pitfs 
rejignation. — Meeting  of  Parliament. — The 
queens  doxvry  fettled. — Recefs. 

I F  peace  was  defirable  to  the  Engliih  nation,  CHAP* 
^  it  was  ftill  more  ntceflary  to  the  other  v^Il, 
1>elligerent  powers,  except  the  emprefs  queen.  17^1^^ 
France,  in  particular,  felt  the  miferies  of  un-  1^^^  • 
fuccefeful  warfare,  and  Mas  fallen  from  its 
alarming  power  and  gr«atnefc,  into  the  lowed 

'     ftutc 


30  aiSTORY  OF   ENGLAKO. 

CHAf*  ftatc  of  diftrcfs  and  impotence.     Its  military 

v^JL/  operations  ha^l  been  unfortunate  in  every  quar* 
ij^u  ter  of  the  globe ;  and  the  merchants  and  plan- 
ters had,  for  more  than  twe  years,  ceafed  to  derive 
any  advantage  from  the  few  colonial  poffeffions 
Avhich  yet  remained.  It  was  without  trade, 
■ami  without  credit;  flopping  payments,  re- 
turning bills  protefted,  and  in  every  refpeft  a 
bankrupt  nation.  *  To  fuch  a  degree  of  dif- 
trcfs vrtTC  the  people  reduced,  that  the  king, 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  the  nbbility  and 
clergy,  Awre  under  the  neceflity  of  fending 
their  plate  to  the  mint,  to  furnifh  fpecie  for 
immediate  ufe.  The  alliance  with  Maria  The- 
refa  had  ceafed  to  be  popular ;  and  the  nation, 
feeling  the  preffure  of  the  war,  loudly  com- 
plained of  a  fyftem,  which  involved  them  in 
niifcry,  merely  to  benefit  their  ancient  here^ 
ditary  enemy,  the  houfe  of  Auftria* 

Early  in  this  year,  the  court  of  Verfailles 
xleclareil  to  their  allies,  that  France,  having  for 
four  years,  in  conjun6tion  Avith  other  powers, 
profecuted  the  war  in  hopes  of  ruining  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  hut  without  fucccfs,  was  now 
unable  to  fuftain  for  a  longer  period,  tlie  enor- 
mous expenccs  of  tlie  contelK  They  repre- 
iented,  that  a  continuance  of  the  M'^ar  would 
complete  the devaftation  of  Germany;  and  ia 
ronclufion,  advifed  the  other  powers  to  re- 
nounce their  views  of  aggrandizement,  and 
concur  in  the  re-eiiablilhment  of  peace. 

j^^^  TiiK  fame  declaration  was  made,,  in  terms 
ftiU  ftronger,  at  Stockholm,  where  the  French 
fa6Hon  in  the  fenate  had  been  vigoroufly  at»* 
tacked  by  the  court  party. 

Poitni  The  king  of  Poland,  tired  of  a  deftru6^ive 

•  war,  lifiened  with  fatiafaction  to  terms  of  peace, 

a  Letter  to  T^o  Great  Men. 

•  and 
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ind  hoped  by  negotiation  to  obtain  fome'  in-  chap« 
deinnity  for  his  lofles.  ^I^ 

Elizabeth  eniprefs  of  Ruflia,  whom  pride,  Kufuu 
and  the  arguments  of  her  counfellors,  .alone 
induced  to  continue  hoftilities,  was  not  averfe 
to  a  pacification,  as  it  would  leave  her  to  the  ! 

enjoyment  of  that  repofe,  which  now  confti* 
tuted  her  greatcft  pleafure. 

The  eniprefs  queen  alone  appeared  defirous  Auftrit. 
of  prolonging  hoftilities,  by  which  flie  expefct-* 
*ed  to  defiroy  her  greateft  enemy ;  yet,  in  com-  Congrcfi 
pliance  with  the  wilhes  of  France,  flie  propofed  a  ^^^J 
general  congrefs,  to  be  holden  at  Auglbourg.     *^      ^* 

Choiseul  conveyed  the  propofition  to  the 
Britifh  court,  through  the  medium  of  prhicc 
Oallitzin,  the  Ruffian  minifter.  The  Englifh 
monarch,  and  tlie  king  of  Pruflia,  acceded  with- 
out hefitation.  France  at  the  fame  time  propofed 
%o  Great  Britain,  that  miniilers  iliould  be  font 
to  their  refpedive  courts,  for  the  purpofe  of  ne* 
gotiating  a  feparate  peace,  to  which,  as  the 
king  of  Pruflia  could  offer  no  obje£tion,  the 
Britith  miniftry  ag;ree<l. 

A3  it  was  tiie  mtereft  of  France  to  o))tain 
time  for  recruiting  her  armies,  and  refitting  her 
fleets,  this  propofal  was  accompanied  M'ith 
another  for  an  immediate  celfation  of  arms ; 
but  England  having  already  incurred  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  new  campaign,  and  made  im- 
menfe  maritime  preparations,  was  not  duped  by 
this  infidious  oiler. 

France  entertained  great  hopes  of  deriv- 
ing advantage  from  the  negotiations  at  Augf- 
\  bourg;  but  the  meeting  was  prevented  by  a 
punailious  objection :  the  emperor,  it  was  laid, 
could  not  fend  an  embaflador,  becaufe  war  was 

declared 
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cn/LP.  declared  a^hil  the  emprefs  aueei),  andtKit 
^^J^   againft  the  liead  of  the  empire.  ^ 
1761-    •     During  the  winter,  a  few  trifting  ikirmiflies 
only  took  place  between  the  king  Pruffia  and 
the  allies,  rbut  offenfive  operations  were  now 
ierioully  refumed.     Frederick  II.  maintained, 
^rith  fpirit,  vigour,  and  fkill,  an  unequal  con* 
tell  againft  the  overwhelming  annies  of  the 
.  two    empires.       He  was  obliged  to  confider 
fafety  fortunate,  and  to  'maintain  his  political 
fituation   by   addrefs  in   temporizing,    rather 
than  rifque  every  thing  by  a  ddperate  effort  iu 
9th  Sept     battle.     His  diftrcfs  was  increaied  by  the  un* 
^*htdd.^^  expeAed  capture  of  Schweidnitz,  a  ftrone  city 
aiur**       in  Silefia,  from  ^ich  he  had  hitherto  drawn 
confiderable  fupplies.      His  affairs  were  ge- 
nerally unprofperous  in  Silefia,  Pomerania^  and 
Saxony,  and  he  kept  the  6eldwith  difficulty 
10th  Dec  and  diladvantage,  till  his  troops  went  into  winr 

ter  quarters. 
Battle  of    *    Prince  Ferdinand,  on  the  other  hand, 
^*^-      made  a  brilliant  and  fuccefsful  campaign :  at  an 
early  period  he  fortunately  cut  off  fome  fupplies, 
and  availing  hi mfelf  of  the  inaction  occalioned 
by  this  event,  ftrengthened  his  own  pofition  at 
15th  and    Kirch  Denckern.     He  wa/5,  however,  attacked 
16th  July,  by  the  French :  the  confli&.^^as  fevere,  and  con- 
tinued two  days :  the  enemy  for  a  time  feemed 
vifitorious;  they  compelled  part  of  the  Britiih 
troops  under  lord  Gran  by  to  retire,  and  pof- 
feffed   themfelves  of  the   village  of  Filliiig«^ 
fliaufcn;  but  at  length,    by  a  mafterly  ma- 
noeuvre,   prince   Ferdinand,   and  the    Britiih 
general,  turned  the  fortune  of  the  day,  and 

k  Oovres  complettct  de  Frederic  II.  Roi  dc  PmlTe^  v.  iii^  chajj.  15. 
•^Hiftorical  Memorial  of  the  negotiation,  published  in  Paris  bf 
idftbority. 

fecured 
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fecuTed  a  moft  important  viftory. ""    Tlie  career  C  H  AF. 
offuccefs  was  uninterrupted  till  the  end  of  the  v^s^^ 
campaign,  which  covered  both  generals  with     '^^x* 
glory.  ^ 

Nor  were  the  Britirti  arms  lefs  fuccefsfnl  in  Capture ef 
other  quarters.     Among  the  moft  promifing  ^«*i^*^ 
enterprizes  of  the  year,  was  a  fecret  expedition 
to  the  attack  of  Belleille,   near  the  coaft  of 
Britanny.     The  fleet  conlifted  of  ten  ihips  of 
the  line,  befides  frigates,  fire-lliips,  and  bombs, 
and  one  hundred  tranfports,  which  conveyed 
nine  thoufand  men,  with  a  train  of  artillery. 
The  fleet  failed  from  Spithead  in  three  divi-  a^thMar^ 
iions,  under  the  command  of  commodore  Kep- 
pel ;  and  the  troops  were  led^y  major-general 
Hodgfon. 

They  attempted  a  landing  on  the  fouth  eaft  8th  ApA 
of  the  ifland,  in  a  fandy  bay,  near  Lomeria 
Point,  but  were  repulfed  with  lofs.  After  fome 
time,  they  made  another  effort  near  the  fame 
point,  but  in  a  place  where  the  enemy,  truft- 
ing  to  the  natural  impediments,  had  been  lefs 
foiicitous  to  form  an  artificial  defence.  Hav- 
ing furmouuted  confiderable  clilficulties,  they 
laid  fiege  to  Palais,  the  capital  of  tlie  ifland, 
and  compelled  the  governor  to  capitulate,  after  7th  June, 
a  refiftance  of  two  months,  in  which  he  loft 
two  thoufand  men. 

The  news  of  this  conqueft  occafioned  gene-  f7thjunc 
ral  exultation.     A   loyal   addrefs  was  unani-  Addref«of 
nioufly  voted  by  the  city  of  London :  and  great  the  city  of 
pxpe&ations  were  formed,  that  the  capture  of  ^^^^'^ 

«  This  battlcy  if  we  may  believe  Dumouriez,  was  loft  through  the 
prcdpitatton  of  Broglio,  who,  in  order  to  gain  the  viftory  by  hi« 
own  army  alone,  made  the  attack  a  day  too  foon^  ;ind  throujgh  the 
criTninal  jealoufy  of  Soubiie,  who  facrificed  the  glory  and  intcrcft 
€ff  France  to  the  pleafvre  of  mortifying  bis  rival.  Life  of  Duaiou- 
|iez5  vol.  i.  p.  36. 

^  CEuvre*  da  Hoi  dt  PmiTe,  vol.  Ri,  chap.  14* 

yoL,  I,  p  Belleiflp 
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CHAP.  Belleifle  >vould  procure  more  favourable  terin^ 
-^^    of  peace.     The  demolition  of  the  works  feems 
»7^**     to  have  been  the  principal  objeft  of  the  enter- 
prize,  and  that  was  effectually  accompliflied. 
17th  Dec,   The  French,  afterwards,  made  an  attempt  to 
burn  the  Britifh  fleet  in  Bafquc  Road,  near 
Aix :  the  projeft  was  well  conceived,  but  fail- 
ed  through  the  precipitation  and  unflvilfulnefe 
of  thofe  to  wliom  it  was  entrufted. 
Capture  of      In  the  Weft  Indies,  Dominica  was  taken  by 
iDoimnica*   Jqj.^j  RoUo  ;  and  the  Cherokee  Indians  having 
taken  up  arms,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  French, 
Kcduaion   Sir  James  Douglas  and  colonel  Grant,  at  tlic 
of  the  Che-  head  of  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  men,  ra- 
''"^*       vaged  their  country,  anil  compelled  them  to 

fue  for  peace.  • 
W««  In  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  Britifh  pt)wer,  which 

had  been  ftrengthened  on  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel  by  the  pofleflion  of  Pondicherry, '  waa 
ftill  further  fecured  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar 
by  the  capture  of  Mihie,  which  was  taken  by 
jnTafton  of  major  Hedor  Monro.     An  adventurer,  named 
Sr^h^    Law,  nephew  of  the  famous  projeftor,  excited 
Zaddahj     a  momentary  ftruggle,  by  lupporting  with  a 
corps  of  French   fugitives,  the  caufe  of  the 
Mogul,  who  in  the  preceding  year  had  been 
known  by  the  title  or  the  Shah  Zfaddah.     Infti- 
gated  by  the  advice  of  Law,  that  prince  enter- 
ed the  kingdom   of  Pengal  at  the  head   of 
eighty  thoufand  Indians,  and  about  two  hun- 
who  is  dc-  dred  French.    Major  Carnac  with  twenty  thou- 
fuud.       fand  blacks,  and  five  hundred  Englifli  ioldiers, 
totally  routed   this  vaft  army,  and  took  the 
Shah  Zaddah  and  Law,  prifoners,  ^ 

•  Bcatfon's  Naval  and  Military  Mcmoiif,  vol.  iii. 
'  See  Smollett's  continuation  of  Hume,  vol.  v*  p.  363. 
t  Sec  chapter  x. 

D'ESTAINQ, 
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D'EftTAiXG,  who  in  violation  of  his  parole,   CHAP* 
infefted  the  Indian  feas  with  tM'o  frigates,  fail-    v^^ 
mg  to  Sumatra,  reduced  fiencouli,  Tappana-  Exploits  of 
poli,  and  Marlborough  fort-  d'Eftamg. 

While  war  was  thus  vigoroufly,  and  with  Trtnouilli. 
various  fuccefs,  carried  on  in  all  quarters  of  Britain  "* 
the  globe,  the  people  of  England  enjoyed  not 
only  an  abfolute  tranquillity,  but  partook  of 
the  pleafures  incident  to  a  new  leign,  and 
ihared  the  feflivals  to  which  the  feai(bn  gave 
birth. 

The  king*  having  funimoned  a  council  ex-  <thjoiy. 
traordinary,  declared  his  detemiination  to  mar-?  declare"  hi$ 
ry  the  princefs  Charlotte  of  JMecklenberg  Stre-  Intention  to 
litz.     This  communication  was  received  with  '^'*^' 
fonie  fuiprize,   as  the   king's  intention  was  a 
profound  fecret.  **      His  condu6t  was  highly 
prudent,  for  it  prevented  difcuffions  which  are 
at  all  times  indelicate,   and  which  might,  on 
this  occafion,  have  been  attended  by  unplea- 
fant  circumftances.     The  late  king  was,  at  one 
period,  fuppofed  to  entertain  an  intention  of 
marrying  him  to   a  princefs  of   Brunfwick, 
niece  to  the  king  of  Pruffia ;  but  this  match 
was  difagreeable  to  the  princefs  of  Wales  * ;  and 
thofe  comparifons  which  the  public  intereft  in 
the  event  could  not  fail  to  produce,  had  the 
king's  intention  been  early  announced,  muft 
have  given  great  uneaiinefs  at  court 

The  proper  arrangements  being  made,  lord  ]^  "*"*' 
Anfon,  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  condu6ied  7th* Aug, 
the  princefs  to  England,  where,  after  a  fian- 
gerous  and   diificult  palfage,   ihe  arrived  in  sthSept. 
fafcty.     The  ceremony  of  marriage  was  per-  »»d,  and 

coronation. 
^  LordOrford'i -ororks,  toI.t,  p.  75, 
*  Lord  M«lcombc'r  Diary,  3  ^.        ^^ 

^  *  n  2-  formed 
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c  H  A  P.  formed  the  fame  day,  and  foon  afterwards  the 
^^    coronation.  ^ 

1761.  One  of  the  moft  interefting  and  important 

tionrfor  tranfaclloiis  of  this  year,  was  the  negotiation 
peace.  for  peace  betM'ecn  Great  Britain  and  France. 
In  confequence  of  the  defire  exprefled  by  the 
24th  and  coiirt  of  Verfailles,  M.  de  Biifly  was  received 
3  lit  Mar.  jj^  London,  and  Hans  Stanley  at  Paris,  as  mi- 
nifters.  After  fome  delay,  the  principles  M'ere 
fully  arranged.^  TKefe  were, — That  the  con- 
quests made  on  each  fide  ihould  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  property  of  the  conquerors,  and 
either  retained  or  exchanged  according  to 
their  value:  certain  periods  were  alfo  fixed, 
though  not  without  great  difcuffions,  at  which 
the  effeft  of  this  ftipulation  was  to  begin : 
And  it  was  agreed,  that  all  arrangements  be- 
tween the  two  crowns  Ihould  be  conclufive, 
independent  of  the  fate  of*  the  congrefs  then 
expe6led  to  take  place  at  Augfbourg. 

Thefe  propofals  were  made  by  France ;  but 
there  is  no  room  to  believe,  that  flie  was  at 
this  moment  finccre  in  the  wifh  for  peace.  The 
French  cabinet  entertained  great  hopes  of  in- 
ducing Spain  to  engage  in  the  quarrel,  and 
therefore  oftcntatioully  fubmitted  to  make  hu- 
miliating attempts  at  conciliation,  judging  this 
to  be  the  moft  certain  mode  of  alarming  the 
court  of  Madrid,  and  inducing  the  Spanifli 
minifter  to  prevent  the  coriclufiori  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  by  an  early  avowal  of  hos- 
tility. Spain  had  declared  that  France  was 
fufliciently  humbled,  but  mull  not  be  ruined " ; 
and  therefore  everj^  appearance  of  immoderate 

^  For  a  fpirited  account  «f  thefe  events,  fee  lord  Oxford's  works, 
vol.  V.  p.  80  and  S3. 

A  Lord  Orford*g  works^  toI.  v.  p.  8z.-'  •- 

:  I  •  conceflion 
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conceffion  could  not  fail  of  exciting  great  emo-  chap. 

The  Britiih  miniftry  did  not  Entertain  fan-      >7^>- . 
gutne  hopes  of  a  fuccefsful  iffue  of  the  nego- 
tiation, as  after  the  commencement  of  it,  the 
expedition  againil  fielleifle  was  undertaken. 

Choiseul  conduftedthe  bufmefs  with  great 
art  and  addrefs :  he  contrived  to  imprels  on 
Mr.  Stanley's  mind,  the  neceflity  of  keeping 
the  extent  of  the  propofed  compenfations  an 
intirc  fecret,  not  only  from  the  minifters  of  the 
allies  of  England,  but  even  from  J\I.  de  BuflTy 
himlelf;"  and,  after  much  debate,  agreed 
that  France  ihould  make  a  fpeciiic  propofal  of 
compenfations. 

The  articles  delivered  by  the  French  niini- 
fter  were : 

L  The  ceffiqn  and  guaranty  of  Canada  to. 
England,  under  four  conditions,  viz.  The 
free  cxercife  of  the  Catholic  religion :  free 
leave  for  French  fubjects  to  quit  the  colony : 
the  corred  fettlement  of  the  limits  :  and  liber- 
ty of  fi/hing  and  drying  fifh  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland ;  for  tlie  benefit  of  which  fifli- 
er}',  Cape  Breton  was  to  be  reftored  to  France, 
but  no  fortifications  to  be  ereded. 

II.  Fkance  to  reftore  Minorcfi^  and  fort  St 
Philip. 

III.  England  in  return  to  reftore  Cauda-     , 
loupe  and  Marigalantc. 

IV.  Dominica  and  St.  Vincent  to  be  in  the 
poffeffion  of  the  Caribbs,  under  the  proteflion 
of  France;  St.  Lucie  to  be  reftored  to  France ; 
and  Tobago,  under  certain  conditions,  to  re- 
main in  the  poflcffion  of  England. 

*  Private  Jctter  from  Mr.  Stanley  to  Mr.  Pitt,  28th  AJguft,^ 

D  3  ¥•  Assuming 
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CHAP.  V.  Assuming  as  a  principle  that  it  would 
\Jtl^  be  advantageous  for  the  t>vo  countries  to  ab^* 
»7*«-  ftain  from  all  military  views  of  donqueft  in  In- 
dia, it  was  propofed  that  the  treaty  between 
Godcheu  and  Saunders,  in  1755,  fhould  ferve 
as  a  bails  for  the  i^-eftablilhmeut  of  peace  in 
Afia, 

vr.  Englanp  to  retain  either  Senegal  or 
Goree,  but  to  give  up  one  of  them  to  France ; 
and  alfo  to  rellore  Belleille,  with  the  artillery 
which  was  there  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft. 

VII.  In  confidcration  of  thefe  ceflions, 
France  ftipulatcd  to  evacuate  Hefle,  Hanau, 
and  thofe  parts  of  the  electorate  of  Hanover 
pccupied  by  them. 

>  VIII,  That  the  feparate  peace  might  not  be 
prejudicial  to  any  treaties,  or  difadvantageons 
to  the  emprcfs  queen,  the  king  of  England 
Ihould  undertake  that  no  part  of  the  forces, 
compofmg  prince  Ferdinand's  army,  ihould 
join  the  king  of  Pruflia;  and,  on  the  other 
nand,  that  the  armies  commanded  by  Broglio 
find  Soubifc  fhould  ix^tirc,  Broglio  occupying 
J"rankfoi%  and  Soubife  Wefel  and  Gueldres. 

The  countries  belonging  to  the  king  of 
pruflia,  on  the  lower  Rhme,  being  conquered, 
and  aftually  governed  in  the  name  of  the  em- 
prefs  queen,  uie  French  king  could  not  under- 
take to  evacuate  them,  till  the  clofe  of  the  ne- 
gotiations at  Auglbourg ;  but  agreed  to  with- 
draw double  the  number  of  troops  withdrawn 
])y  the  king  of  England. 

tx.  Navai<  captures  fnade  before  the  war 
to  be  reftored ;  however,  this  was  not  infilled 
on  as  an  eflential  ftipulation,  but  offered  to  be 
referred  to  the  juftice  of  the  king  of  England, 
}ind  tjic  English  tribunals, 
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The  Other  articles  were  not  of  muck  im-  chaf. 
portance  ^'• 


Th£6£  propofals,  though  liberal  in  fomc  in-  owiervi 
fiances,  could  not  form  the  bafis  of  an  honour-  tion$on 
able  treaty,  as  in  other  refpeds  the  claims  of  ^^^ 
Frajice  were  exorbitant,  and  difplayed  an  extra- 
vagant ihare  of  prefumption,  particularly  in 
tlie  cafe  of  India,  where  it  is  propofcd  "tliat 
Great  Britain  fliould  refign  valuable  and  ex- 
tenfivc  conquefts,  without  an  equivalent,  and 
merely  in  compliance  with  a  principle  of  po- 
licy, not  of  law  or  jufiice,  di6tated  by  an  ene- 
my. The  requifition  for  the  reflitution  of 
prizes,  although  recommended  by  fome  fliew  ' 
of  moderation,  is  equally  arrogant :  it  afiefts 
to  make  a  diftindion  between  the  French  na- 
tion and  individuals  compofmg  it,  and  con- 
cludes with  a  clamorous  appeal  to  the  law  of  ' 
nations,  and  an  aflertion  that  the  arguments 
ad\'unced  on  Uie  part  of  France  are  unanfwer- 
able.  The  ailicles  refpeding  the  conquefts 
made  from  the  king  of  Pruffia,  is  no  lefs  infi- 
dious  and  prefumptuous ;  if  the  congrefs  of 
Augibourg  failed  of  producing  an  immediate 
pacification,  that  monarch,  mull,  in  all  proba- 
bility, have  been  cruihed  by  the  powerful  com- 
t^ination  of  his  enemies,  an  event  which  France 
well  knew  Great  Britain  could  never  permit 

It  is  very  doubtful  if  thefe  propofals  could 
liave  been  fo  modified  as  to  produce  a  good 
fyftem  of  pacification ;  but  it  is  moie  probable 
that  the  Froich  minifier  had  previouily  fecured 
the  co-operation  of  &>ain,  and  had  even  plan- 
ned the  treaty  whicn  was  afterwards  cairied 
into  eifed,  and  the  operations  which  refulted 
from  the  alliance. 

Tbis  conjefture  is  rendered  ftill  more  pro-  ^^^•^^ 
bable,   by  Uie  delivery  of  another  memorial  trSuad 

p  ^  from  '>yFrticc,. 
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CHAP,  from  France  on  the  aflfairs  of  Spain,  in  which 
^^  the  French  king  more  than  equivocally  inti- 
J76U     mated   the  hoftile  difpofition  of  the  court  of 
Madrid.  *" 

After  thisan'ogant  infinuation,  the  French 
king  required,  as  the  means  of  fecuring  a  folid 
peace,— 

.  I.  The  rcftoration  of  feme  captures  made 
daring  the  \\ar. 

II.  The  privilege  for  the  Spanilli  nation  to 
liik  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland. 

IH.  The  demolition  of  the  Englifli  fettle- 
iiients  upon  the  Spanifli  territories  in  the  Bay 
of  Honduras. 

These  propofals,  and  this  interference,  were 
fuflicicnt  to  evince  that  France  was  not  m  faft 
dciirous  of  i)eace :  but  to  aggravate  ftill  more 
the  impropriety  of  their  demands,  a  third  me* 
moriul  was  delivered,  ftating  the  confent  of 
the  cmprcfs  queen  to  a  feparate  pacification 
between   France    and  England,  provided  flie 
might  retain  pofiTeffion  of  the  countries  con- 
quered from  PruiTia,  and  none  of  the  auxilia* 
diies  in  alliance  with  Hanover,  fhould  join  with 
Frederick. 
z4thju]y.       The  Britiih  minifter,  with  great  fpirit  and 
Spirited      propriety,  declared,  both  in  converfation  and 
J^fpkt.^^  in  writing,  that  tlie  king  would  not  fuffer  the 
differences  with   Spain  to  be  blended  in  the 
difputes  then  under  difcuffion ;  and  added,  it 
'    would  be  confidered  an  affront  to  his  majefty  s 
dignity,  and  incompatible  with  the  fmcerity  of 
the  negotiation,  to  make  further -mention  of 

•  He  fays, "  **  The  king  will  not  dlfguife  from  his  roajefty  (of 
Great  Britain)  that  the  differences  of  Spain  with  England,  fill  him 
with  juft  apprcheofions,  and  gife  him  room  to  fear,  that,  if  they 
are  not  adjuited,  they  will  occafion  a  frcfli  vn^  in  Europe  and 
Americsi***  >  ( 

fuch 
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fuch  a  circumftaiice :  he,  therefore,  returned  char 
the  memorials  relating  to  Spain  and  the  king    v^J[^. 
of  Pruffia,  as  totally  inadmilfibie.  1761. 

Mr.  Pitt  afterguards  anfwered  the  French  a9thjuiy. 
propofitions,  and  inlifted  on  terms  more  con-  An^  to 
fiftent,  perhaps,  with  the  lituationin  which  this  ^o^. 
country  flood  from  the  advantages  of  con-  tion«* 
quefi,  than  with  the  pacific  lentiments  which 
vere  fuppofed  to  give  rife  to  the  treaty.  If 
France  had  acceded  to  them,  ihe  fubfcribed 
to  her  own  utter  ruin,  and  gave  up  all  Iburces 
of  wealth,  or  political  importance  in  America, 
Africa,  and  Afia.  The  demolition  of  Dun- 
kirk was  peremptorily  demanded,  as  the  price 
of  liberty  to  fiih  on  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land; and  that  permiffiort  was  rendered  lefs 
valuable  by  a  refufaj  to  cede  Cape  Breton. 
Belleille  was  offered  as  an  equivalent  for  Mi- 
norca. Guadaloupe  and  Marigalante  were  to 
be  reflorcd  ;  but  as  the  minifter  refufed  to  part 
with  Senegal  or  Goree,  the  French  Weft  In- 
dia iflands  would  have  been  of  little  value  or 
iuipoilance,  from  the  difficulty  of  fupplying 
them  with  negroes.  Canada  was  to  be  retain- 
ed, but  the  limits  were  left  in  a  flate  of  uncer- 
tainty. The  queftion  concerning  conquefts 
in  India,  was  left  to  the  difcuffion  of  the  Eng-» 
lifh  and  French  Eafl  India  Companies.  The 
reftitution  of  prizes  was  utterly  refufed ;  and 
the  king  declared  he  would  continue,  as 'an 
auxiliary,  to  affifl  the  king  of  Pruflia  in  the 
recovery  of  Silefia. 

It  might  be  eafily  proved  that  the  terms  Obfan. 
here  infifted  on,  were  no  lefs  injudicious  than  **^'**' 
immoderate.  The  equitable  end  of  war  is  not 
the  political  annihilation  of  an  enemy,  but 
the  tennination  of  difputes,  and  the  fecuring 
of  an  honourable  and  permanent  peace.  Nei- 
ther 
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CH  AF.  ther  of  thefe  objedls,  however,  could  have  been 
y^j;^  attained  by  this  pacification;  and  France^ 
'  xT^?.  however  reduced  m  point  of  finance,  could 
not  be  expefted  to  receive  fuch  difgraceful 
conditions,  while  flie  had  yet  the  means  of  pro- 
longing a  conteft,  in  which  time  might  pro* 
duce  a  turn  in  their  favour,  but  could  hardly 
reduce  her  to  a  more  deplorable  flate  of  ne- 
ceflity. 

The  minifter,  therefore,  did  not  aft  with  his 
ufual  wifdom  in  allowing  to  France  the  ad- 
vantage of  complaining,  that  his  haughtinels 
rendered  the  treaty  inadmiffible :  and  be  fur- 
niftied  Spain  with  a  more  plaufible  pretence  fcwr 
the  mo(fe  of  conduft;  Ihc  Mas  now  refolved  to 
adopt.  The  Spanifli  minifter,  without  delay; 
avowed  the  memorial  delivered  by  M.  de  Birf- 
1y,  relating  to  the  interefts  of  Spain,  and  Span* 
ifh  gold  began  to  be  coined  on  the  frontier 
towns  of  France,  for  the  benefit  of  that  na» 
tion.* 
?«nconti-  BuT  as  matters  were  not  yet  ripe  for  an  opea 
nucd.  rupture,  the  farce  of  negotiation  was  con- 
^th  Aug.  tinned :  an  ultimatum  was  delivered  from  the 
court  of  France,  reply ing  to  the  proportions  of 
England ;  and  memorials  were  lent  refpecting 
the  prizes ;  which,  with  the  dubious  conduS 
of  Spain,  neceffarily  occaiioned  fome  delays. 
Choifeul  amufed  Stanley, with  equivocal  de» 
clarations  in  regard  to  Spain,  and  even  in- 
duced him  to  believe,  that  the  introdudtion  of 
Spanifli  affairs  by  France,  was  not  a  voluntary 
ftd,  but  extorted  by  the  exigences  pf  his  fitua« 
tion,  ^ 
15th  Aug.  At  length  the  famous  treaty,  called  the  fa-r 
wmpia     ^*'y  compact,  was  fecretly  figned,  and  though 

<«««<*•  •  Lord  Orford's  works,  vol.  v.  p.  82. 

f  Letter  froni  Mr.  Stanky  to  Mr»  Pict|  %^  Av^.  1761, 

it 
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it  was  not  yet  ratified,  and  the  conditions  were  CH  AP. 
unknown,  yet  Stanley  received  obfcure  intel-    ^Jl',^^, 
Mgence  on  the  fubjeft,  which  he  communicated      *7<«* 
to  Mr.  Pitt.     The  French  ultimatum  was  pe-  »*  Sept, 
reraptorily  rejeded,  the  negotiation  abruptly 
terminated,  and  Buffy  and  Stanley  returned  to  »5t^»  Scpf. 
their  refpeftive  courts. ' 

The  introduftion  of  Spanifli  afiiirs  by  the  ?*[-^?'* 
French  minifter,  highly  offended  Mr.  Pitt.  on.toUd 
He  immediately  difpatched  to  the  earl  of  Brif-  Briftoi. 
tol,  the  Britifh  erabaffador  at  Madrid,  a  letter  »»^  J"iy- 
complaining,  in  the  moft  unqualified  terms,  of 
the  conduct  both  of  France  and  Spain.  The 
memorial  delivered  by  KuHV,  he  fays,  will  befl 
fpeak  its  own  enormity,  and  the  extreme  offen- 
fiveneis  of  the  matter  it  contains.  Lord  Brif- 
tol  was  inftru6i:ed  to  apprize  don  Uicardo  Wall, 
the  Spaniih  fecretary  of  fliitc,  of  the  memorial ; 
to  remonftrate  with  energy  and  firmnefs  on  the 
irregularity  of  the  proceeding;  and  toftate,  that 
the  king  would  by  no  means  add  facilities 
for  the  fatisfadion  of  the  court  of  Spain,  in 
confequence  of  any  Intimation  from  a  hof- 
tile  power  off  union  of  councils,  or  of  prc- 
lent  or  future  conjuftions.  At  the  fame  time, 
confidering  it  pofliblc  that  the  court  of  France 
might  have  exaggerated,  lord  Briftol  was  in- 
ftruded,  if  he  fliould  perceive  a  dil])ofition  in 
M.  Wall,  to  explain  away  and  difavow  the  aur 
thorization  of  Spain,  to  this  offenfive  tranfac- 
tion,  to  open  to  the  court  of  Madrid  a  hand- 
fome  retreat. 

In  purfuance  of  thefe  inftrudions  lord  Brif-  Lord  Brif, 
td  waited  on  jreneral  Wall,  and  inforced  all  ^,^'*  **' 

^  planatjon 

I  with  gcnc^ 

1  For  tbehifloiy  of  this  negotiation  have  been  donfulted  t  The  pa-  ral  Wall. 
jKTs  relative  to  a  rupture  with  Spain,  laid  before  the  hoiifeof  com- 
snons,  The  hiftorical  memorial  publifhed  by  the  court  of  France  i 
together  with  miny  pamphletSj  and  periodical  publications. 

the 
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CHAP,  the  topics  contained  in  Mr.  Pitt's  letter,  with 
^J^j:^    the  greateft  firmnefs  anil  fpirit.     The  Spanifli 
i7^»*     minifter,  having  previoufly  received  informa- 
tion on  the  fubjed  from  the  French  embafla- 
dor,    anfvvered,   that,  France  had   voluntarily 
propofed  to  attempt  an  accommodation  of  the 
diflerences  between  Spain  and  England,  and 
had  fpontaneoufly  offered,  in  the  event  of  a 
rupture,  an  union  of  her  forces  with  thofe  of 
Spain,  to  prevent  the  Englilh  encroachments 
upon  his  catholic  majefty's  territories  in  Ame- 
rica: an  offer  which  the  Spanish  monarch  had 
received  with  all  the  cordiality  due  to  a  friend, 
who  was  detennined  even  to  involve  himfelf 
in  a  frefli  war  in  order  to  defend  Spain.      Ge- 
neral Wall,  however,  affured  lord  Briftol,  that 
the  king  of  Spain  had  no  intention  to  pro- 
voke Great  Britain,  efpecially  at  a  time  when 
the  court  of  London  was  in  a  moftflouriiliing 
and  exalted  fituation,  occafioned  by  a  feries  c»t' 
unparalleled  profperities.     He  made  many  ge- 
neral profeffions  of  pacific  and  amicable  inten* 
tions,  and  placed  the  interfeience^  of  France  in 
a  point  of  view  intirely  inoffenlive.     After  dif- 
cuffmg  the  complaints  againft  England,  Wall 
proceeded  to  fatisfy  the  doubts   entertained 
refpeciing  the  naval  armaments  carrying  on  in 
various  ports  of  Spain.     He  expreffed  uirprize 
that  Great  Britain   ihould  take    umbrage  at 
this  circumftance,  as  the  >rhole  number,  in- 
cluding fhips  of  the  line  and  frigates,  did  not 
exceed  twenty;  and  they  were  employed  in- 
.   failing  backwards  and  forwards  between  Spain 
and  Naples,  in  convoying  flotas  and  regifter 
fhips,  and  maintaining  a  check  upon  the  Bar- 
bary  corfairs. 

The  difpatch  from  lord  Briftol  containing 
an   account  of  thefe  tranfa6tionS|   which  are 

the 
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the  fubftance  of  five  conferences,  was  accom-  chap. 
panied  with  a  paper  delivered  to  him  by  ge-  ^^ 
Bcral  Wall,  in  which  the  complaints  of  Spain  w^** 
are  inforced,  and  the  alliance  with  France 
avowed,  in  a  more  fpirited  manner,  though  pa- 
cific inclinations  are  ftill  profefled.  After  dif- 
playing  the  juft  grounds  of  complaint,  and  the 
moderation  and  candpar  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid, the  following  expieflions  are  ufed :  "  The 
"  kinff  of  Spain  will  lay,  as  the  king  of  Eng- 
**  land  docs,  that  he  will  do  nothing  on  ac 
**  count  of  the  intimation  of  a  hoftile  power, 
'*  who  threatens  an  union  of  councils,  ancl 
"  gives  to  underfiand  a  future  war ;  for  the 
*^  catholic  king  approves  of,  and  efteems  in 
"  other  monarchs,  thofe  fentiments  of  honour 
"  he  feels  himfelf,  and  if  he  had  thought  that 
"  the  delivery  of  the  memorial  had  been  con- 
"  firued  as  a  threat,  he  would  never  have  con- 
"  fented  to  it.  Why  has  not  England  made 
"  the  trial  of  concluding  a  peace  with  France, 
""  without  the  guaranty  or  intervention  of 
"  Spain  ?  and  adjufted  her  difierences  -witli 
"  Spain,  without  the  knowledge  of  France  ? 
"  Then  flie  would  have. experienced  that  their 
"  union  was  not  an  obftvudion,  but  only  tend- 
"  ed,  to  tranquillity.  With  refpeft  to  Spain, 
"  it  is  now  repeated^  that  as  the  king  of  Great 
"  Britain,  not^J  ithftanding  tlie  memorial,  was 
"inclined  to  fatisfy  the  catholic  king,  and 
"  ready  to  terminate,  in  a  friendly  manner, 
"  whatever  might  occafion  acoolnel's  between 
''  the  two  kingdoms ;  his  catholic  majefiy 
"  eiteems  and  conefponds  with  inch  good  pur- 
''  pofes." '     , 

This  letter  from  lord  Briftol  was  dated  the 

'  Papers  rdlattveto  the  rupture  with  Spain. 

31ft 
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CHAP.   Sift  of  Auguft;,  and  received  the  nth  of  Sep- 
y^^    tember.      It  contained  nothing  Avhich  could 
»76i*     jufiify  any  hoftile  intention  againft  Spain  ;  on 
tlie  contrary,  it  afforded  ample  room  to  hope 
for  an  adjufiment  of  all  differences  on  advan- 
tageous terms.     The  Spaniili  minifter  did  not 
attempt  to  difguife  the  terror  of  his  court  at 
the  vigour  and  energy  of  the  Britifh  arms,  and 
feemed   ready  to  give  up  every  claim  which, 
confiftently  with  the  dignity  of  an  indepen- 
dent nation,  could  be  lurrendered,  to  avoid 
a  rupture  with  fo  formidable  an  adverfary. 
^8t]i  Sept.       To  the  furprize  then  of  all  who  were  unac- 
Mr.  Pitt     quainted  with  his  motives,  Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  week 
wTrivhh    aftcJ"  the  leceipt  of  this  letter,  propofed  in  the 
Spain.      ^  cabinet  to  order  lord  Briftol  to  withdraw  from 
Madrid;  and  prefented  a  bold  and  exteufive 
plan  of  operations  againft  the  tiade,  the  colo- 
nies, and'  tlie  wealth  of  Sjmin.     This  propofi* 
tion  was  delivered  in  writing,  and  figned  by 
Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Temple,  as  advice  to  the 
king.     It  was  debated  with  great  warmth  at 
three  feveral  councils,   called  for  tlie  exprefs 
purpofe;    but  the   cabinet  remaining  uncon- 
vinced by  the  .arguments  adduced  in  favour  of 
LordTem-  the  plan,  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Temple  declared 
Ittdt^:  their    refolution    to  refign.       Mj.  Pitt   faid, 
mine  to  rc-^  f '  lie  was  called  to  the  mihiftiy  oy  the  voice 
iign.  u  ^f*  ^jjg  people,  to  M'hom  he  conlidercd  hun- 

"  felf  accountable  for  his  condud ;  and  he 
"  would  not  remain  in  a  lituation  which  made 
"  him  refponfible  for  meafures  he  was  no 
"  longer  allowed  to  guideJ"  To  this  intempe- 
rate and  unwarrantable  declaration,  lord  Gran- 
ville, prefidcnt  of  the  council,  replied,  '*  I  cau 
*'  hardly  regret  tlie  right  lionourable  gentle- 
•^^  man's  determination  to  leave  us,  as  he  would 
3  ''  otherwife 
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^^  otJberwife  have  compelled  us  to  leave  him ;  c  M  A  P. 

*'  but  if  he  be  refolved  to  afluine  the  right  of     j^- 

"  advifing  his  majefty,  and  direAing  the  opera*     4/$i. 

.**  lions  of  the  war,  to  what  purpofe  are  wc 

**  called  to  this  council  ?  When  he  talks  gf  be- 

^*  iiig  refponiible  to  the  people,  he  talks  the  lan^* 

"  guage  of  the  Jioufe  of  commons,  and  forgets, 

^*  that  at  this  board,  he  is  only  refponiible  to 

**  the  king.     However,  though  he  may  poffibly 

"  have  convinced  hirofelf  of  his  infallibility, 

'^  Itill  it  remains  that  we  fhould  be  equally  con.- 

"  vinced,  before  we  can  refign  our  underftand* 

"  ings  to  his  direftion,  or  join  with  him  in  the 

"  meafure  he  propofes."  * 

Mr.  Pitt's  refolution  to  jefign,  has  been  Obfbfi- 
varioufly  conlidered,  and  cenfured  or  defend-  **®"*' 
ed  with  a  warmth  proportioned  to,  the  magni- 
tude of  the  obje6l :  for  certainly  the  charafler 
of  a  great  man,  acquired  by  long  and  arduous 
exertion,  cannot  be  conlidered  as  deficient  in 
importance  or  intereft ;  and  the  attempt  to  efta- 
bliih  the  extraordinary  principle,  that  a  miniiler 
is  entitled  to  abandon  the  cabinet,  becaufe  he 
is  not  allowed  to  guide  it,  requires  more  than 
common  fupport,  both  from  fad  and  argument* 
Mr.  Pitt  himfelf  declared,  "  that  his  opinion 
"was  founded  on  what  Spain  had  already 
"  done,  not  on  what  that  court  might  further 
"intend  to  do."'  This  declaration  muft  ob- 
vioufly  allude  to  fome  intimation  he  had  re- 
peived  of  the  execution  of  the  family  com- 

'  Hiftory  of  tbe  late  minority,  p.  %%. 

«  Letter  firom  Mi*.  Pitt  to  — — ,  in  the  city.  %e  Hiftory  of  th/t 
late  minority,  p.  37.  Annual  Regiftcr  for  17(1,  p.  390.  6e^« 
ticman's  Magazine,  176 1,  p«  465. 

VOL.  I.  P  8  pa6l, 
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CHAP.  p3^>  ^^^  ^^^d  Temple  afterwards  declared  this 

11.       to  be  the  point  on  Avhich  their  vindication 

*^6iT^  refted. "  In  faft,  the  family  compaft  was  figned 

15th  Aug.  and  ratified,  before  Mr.  Pitt  propofed  the  at- 

lepj^**      tack  on  Spain  ;    and  it  is  affirmed   that  lord 

.Marefchal,   who  not    long   before  had   been 

in  Spain,  and  who,  at  the  interceffion  of  the 

king  of  Pruffia,  was  reftored  to  his  property  in 

Scotland^  in  gratitude  communicated  to  Mr. 

Pitt  this  remarkable  treaty ;  but  this  fa6i  was 

not  difclofed  to  the  cabinet. 

Mr.  Stanley  fent  to  Mr.  Pitt,  from  Paris, 
a  letter,  containing  information  that  fome  trea- 
ty had  been  entered  into  between  France  and 
Spain,  and  from  memoiy  detailed  what  he 
imderftood  to  be  the  tenth  article  of  that  trea- 
ty ;  but  this  information  was  fo  vague  and  in* 
definite,  that  nominiftercould,  by  theproduc-^  . 
tion  of  it,  have  juftified  a  declaration  of  war.  * 
Mr.  Stanley,  perhaps,  thought  this  the  tenth  ar- 
ticle of  the  family  compact,  but,  in  faft,  no 
fuch  article  appear?.  This  letter  was  laid  be- 
fore the  cabinet,  and  copies  permitted  to  be 

«  Hiftory  of  the  late  minority,  p.  83. 

»  Mr.  Stanley's  letter  is*  in  thefe  words  t  «*  I  have  fccrtley  fecn  an 
«<  article  drawn  up  between  France  and  Spain  5  in  which  the  former 
*^  engages  to  fiipport'the  intereft  of  the  latter,  equally  with  her  owq, 
**  in  the  negotiation  of  peace  with  England.  It  was  entitled.  Article 
**  loth.-^l  am  as  yet  a  ftranger  to  the  other  nine,  but  (hall  endea- 
«*  vour  to  get  them.— This  was  on  a  feparaie  piece  of  paper— I  rca^ 
«*  it  twice  over  ;  but  it  was  not  left  me  long  enough  to  copy. — I  con- 
f*  ceivc  it  to  be  very  recent;  for  it  was  communicated  m  a  letter) 
««  dated  Auguft  loUi,  to  M.  de  BufTy.  He  was  dii-efted  not  irome- 
«•  diately  to  fign  the  peace  if  it  could  be  agreed  with  England  j  pcr- 
'<  haps  in  order  to  get  off  from  Spain  more  decently.  I  qiieflioi^ 
<f  whether  this  article  has  been  figned^  or  toully  conciudod;  but  he 
"**  was  not  allowed  to  proceed  contrary  to  it.  Spain  has  been  pu^ir 
**  ing  her  negotiation  ever  fince  1  came  here,  and  had  abo^t  thi^ 
*f  lime  gained  great  ground^" 
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taken  by  the  miniHers  and  their  friends ;  they  chap. 
deliberated  on  it,  and  rejefted  the  propofal  it    ^^^ 
was  intended  to  juftify.      Had  this  letter  been     >76ii 
avowed  as  the  only  intelligence,  which  induc- 
ed the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  commence 
hoftilities,  all  Europe  would  have  been  alarm* 
ed :  the  violence  ot  the  raeafure  would  have 
deftroyed  every  principle  of  national  fecurity ; 
and  the  faith  of  Great  Britain  would  have  re-* 
ceivfd  an  indelible  ftain. 

Nor  were  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
fuch  an  effort,  fo  great  as  have  been  fuppofed. 
The  whole  marine  force  of  Spain  was  inade- 
quate to  oppofe  the  victorious  and  well  ap-. 
pointed  navy  of  England.  The  colonies  were 
open  to  attack,  and  the  fmall  portion  of  delay 
requifite  to  obviate  the  charge  of  precipitation 
and  injuftice,  could  make  no  eifedual  alter-* 
ation  in  that  refpeft.  The  flota,  which  it  waa 
part  of  the  projeft  to  intercept,  might,  at  the 
very  period  the  propofal  was  made,  have  been 
pcpe£ted  in  port;  but  certainly  there  was  every 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  before  lord  Briftol  could 
receive  orders  of  recall,  and  a  force  be  dif* 
patched  to  effeft  the  capture,  the  intended 
prize  would  have  been  out  of  danger.  •  And 
even  if  the  enterprize  had  fucceeded,  the  value 
of  the  acquifition  would  have  afforded  but 

*  Mr.  pttt*s  refignatiofi  in  confequence  of  his  propofal  not  being 
complied  with,  took  place  the  5th  Oflobcr.  On  the  ad  November 
lord  Briftol  wrote  a  letter  to  his  fucceflbr,  containing  this  paragraph  s 
**  Two  (hips  have  lately  arrived  at  Cadiz,  with  very  extraordinary 
rich  carfiroesj  from  the  Weft  Indies  $  lb  that  all  the  wealth  that  was 
expelled  from  Snanifli  America,  is  now  fafe  in  Old  Spain/^  From 
this  it  aopeara  aimoft  impoflible  that,  had  the  utmoft  celerity  been 
vSedf  timer  of  iHefe  (hips  could  have  been  intercepted.  Indeed,  their 
being  yet  to  arrive  could  hardly  be  expected,  fince  lord  Briftol,  in  a 
dtfpatch  dated  the  lift  September,  and  received  the  16th  06lober; 
announced  the  arrival  of  the  flota  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  and  mention- 
ed the  king  of  Spain*«  difappointment  at  th?  fmall  quantity  of  trea- 
_  llire  on  board. 

vol.,  u  E  fmall 
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CHAP,  fixiall  ^^ompenfation  for  the  facnfice  of  tiational 
^^    hooowr,  hy  an  act  differing  very  little  from 
1761.      piracy. ' 

SpAiiff  had  committed  no,  avowed  a6t  wliich 
could  jiiilify  Great  Britain  in  a  declaTation  of 
war ;  nor  was  the  intelligence  which  liad  been 
obtained  of  her  private  meafures^  fufticient  to 
afford  a  pretence  for  boftility.     If  a  conie^ure 
may  be  hazarded,  it  fecms  not  improbable  that 
the  communication  made  to  Stanley,  was  a  re-. 
<ined  piece  of  fineffe  in  th^  Frencli  miniftiy. 
They  w^re  extremely  anxious  to  eneag€  this 
country  in  a  rupture  with  Spain,  ana  perhaps 
expefted  that  the  firitini  minifter  would,  imme- 
diately on  receiving  tjie  intelligence  they  had 
permitted   to  tranfpire,  take  ueps  which  he 
would  be  utterly  unable  to  juftity,  and  thus 
make  the  caufe  of  France  and  Spain  th(j  com*, 
mon  inttjreft  of  Europe. 
5th  oa.         ^^^'  P?  TT,  in  purfuanceof  his  refolution,  w^ent 
Mr.PitOt  to  St  James's,   and  refigncd  the  fcals.      The 
tioif"**      ^^"S  received  them  with  eafe  and  firmriefs, 
Thcking's  without  rcqueftiug  him  to'  refume  his  oflSce* 
behaviour,  jjg  exprclfcd  couccrn  at  the  lofs  of  fo  able  a 
minifter;  and  to  iliewthe  favourable  fenfe  he 
eivtertainrd  of  his  fervices,  made  him  a  graci-;. 
ous  and  unlimited  offer  of  any  rewards  in  the 
power  of  the  crown  to  bcftow.     tjis  majefty,- 
at  the  fame  time,  cxpreffed  himfelf  not  only 
fatisfied  with  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
council  but  declared  he  iliould   nave  foundt 
himfelf  under  the  greateft  difficulty,  had  that 
council  concurred  as  fully  in  fupporting  the 

a  The  king  pf  pmllia  pa) »  Mr.  Plit  the  complimcni  of  having 
penetrated  the  interitionft  ot  Spain,  like  a  real  ftatefman  ;  but  Mr« 
i^itt  pofTefTed  no  infoj^oiation  which  could  ^uftify  him  in  declaring 
\vjr,  and  the  king  of  PruiTia  was  totally  imac<|iiain red  with  the  go^ 


i^itt  pofTefTed  no  infoj^oiation  which  could  ^uftify  him  in  declaring 
\vjr,  and  the  king  of  PruiTia  was  totally  imac<|iiain red  with  the  go^ 
virnmexit,  parties,  ao4  poliucs  of  Great  Britaiii.  C£uvres<iu  Kq4 
ii  IVufiV,  vpl.  IV.  p.  6q. 
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meafurc  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  as  tliey  had  chap. 

in  rejecting  it.     Mr.  Pitt  was  fenfibly  touched    ^:^^ 

with  thfe  grandeur  and  condefcenfiou  of  this     »7^»» 

proceeding :  **  I  contbfs.  Sire,"  he  laid,  ''  I  had 

*'  but  too  much  reafon  to  expeift  your  niajefty 's 

^*  difpleafure.     I  did  not  come  preparcd  for 

"  this  exceeding  goodneft--*paixIdn  me,  Sire, 

"  it  overpowers — it  opi>reffcs  me."     He  burrt 

into  tears.  *    At  a  fubiequeut  period,   paying 

ft  due  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  generous  de» 

meanour  of  the  king,  lie'  fays,  **  Moft  gracious 

"  public  marks  of  his  majefty's  approbation  of 

"  my  ftrvices,  followed  my  refignation.     They 

"  are  unmeiited,  and  uniolicited ;  ;^nd  I  fhall 

"  ever  be  proud  to  have  received  then)  froin 

*^  the  beft  of  fovei^igns."  ^ 

The  next  day  arrangements  were  made  for  6th, 
Mr.  Pitt's  retreat  from  office.     A  penfion  of  Mr.  Pitt 
three  thoufand  pounds  a  year  for  tliree  lives,  J^nfion,* 
was  fettled  on  him,  and  a  title  conferred  on  his 
lady  and  her  iffue^  ^    Lord  Egrcmout  was  ap-  ^s^^  MoV. 

pointed 

k  Copied  veHntim  from  the  Annual  Reglfter,  17$! ,  p.  44.  See 
alio  Gentkman^s  Magazine,  1761.  p.  546. 

6  JLetter  to       ■.  ■ ,  in  the  city. 

'  The  following  circumftapce  woutd  not  Mn^t  noticf»  but  k 
(artt  to  (hew  how  ealily  calumnious  reports  are  nrceirei),  and  how 
carefully  preTerved  and  repeated,  till  the  fources  of  hiftory  are  inttrely 
polluted.  The  account  of  thtfe  tranfaAions  was  not  publiibed  itt 
the  Gazette  till  the  loth  of  Oftob^r,  when  it  was  accompanied 
with  an  article  from  Madrid,  (hewing  the  pacific  difpoAtion  of  the 
court  of  Spain.  An  amin^fnous  author  relates  the  t9ent  in  thei« 
words :  •*  The  Gazette  nlclf  was  proftitntcd  to  ferve  his  (lont 
Bute's)  low  and  bafe  artifices :  h  furpofehf  pojlf^ned  ih4  account  (f 
Mr.  Phfj  rifigmnion  Jor  fs'veral  days,  in  order  that  one  of  the 
Ibothtng  declarations  of  the  court  of  Spain  might  appear  alonjf  with 
k,  by  way  of  giving  the  lie  to  Mr.  Pitt's  opinion  of  the  SpaniHi  in- 
tentions.** (Hiftoryof  the  laic  Minority,  p.  5  5. J  The  fiime  ac- 
count, thoogh  not  in  terms  quite  fo  harfh,  is  repealed  in  the  Life  of 
lord  Chatham,  vol.  i.  p.  317,  The  UQ.  ftjnds  thus :  Mr.  Pitt 
waited  on  the  king  to  rcHcn  on  Moruiay,  but  tiie  ai-i;3ng€menrs 
^were  not  finally  made  till  Tuefday,  which  being  the  d:iy  when  tbt 
V^tftlc  is  vegularly  publiihed,  Mr*  Pittas  rctig tuition  and  pcnlioii 

J5  g  Ct'nd 
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CHAP,  pointed  his  fucceflbr ;  andy  ihortly  afterw&rdSi 
i^l^    the  duke  of  Bedford  lord  privy  feal. 
^7^\*         Mr,  Pitt  might,  perhaps,  feel  fome  difap-* 
pointment  on  his  refignation,  when  he  found 
that  his  example  was  not  followed  byfeveral  of 
his  colleagues ;  but,  notwithftanding  the  great 
weight  he  derived  from  his  unbounded  popu- 
larity, he  had  few  perfonal  adherents  in  the 
cabinet.     The  duke  of  Newcaftle  in  particular- 
had  always  been  jealous  of  'Mr,  Pitt's  afcen-^ 
dency,  and  faw  with  envy  the  fuccefs  of  thofe 
meafures,  in  which,  though  he  held  a  diftin- 
guifhed  place  in  adminiilration,  he  was  con- 
,  fidered    merely    as   an    inferior   co-adjutor.^ 


coufd  not  have  been  announced  earlier  than  Saturday  the  lotb,  ub- 
lefs  it  had  been  confidered  important  enough  to  ifTue  an  extraordioarj 
Gazette  on  the  occarion.  There  was  no  neceility  to  delay  the  intel- 
ligence till  a  Toothing  declaration  from  the  court  of  Spain  0iould  ar^ 
rive,  for  on  the  very  day  Mr.  Pitt  refigned,  a  letter  waa  received 
from  lord  Briftol,  which  was  publiflied  among  the  papers  relative  to 
the  rupture  with  Spain,  ai^d  amply  (hewed  that  Spam^  at  that  pe- 
riod, was  not  difpofed  to  aJTume  an  hoftile  pofition. 

l«etter  from  the  earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated 
Segovia,  Sept.  14th,  1761,  received  Odober  5th. 

"  Sir, 

<*  General  Wall  has  acquainted  me  that  M.  Maufo,  goyemor  at 
San^oquc,  bad,  in  confequence  of  the  ordelrs  tranfmitted  to  faiin» 
been  at  Tarifja,  where  (after  examining  into  the  conduct  of  the  in- 
habitants of  ^hat  place,  and  reproving  thofe  who  connived  at  the 
proceedings,  which  occafioned  fuch  repeated  complaints  from  nie 
concerning  the  illegal  prote6lion  granted  to  the  French  row-boats, 
under  the  cannon  of  that  port),  he  had  taken  fuch  meafures  as 
would  put  an  efFe£lual  ftop  to  any  fun  her  remonftrances  on  that 
fubjea. 

"  The  Spanifh  mlnifter  Hkewife  informed  me  of  his  haying  heard^i 
that  feveral  additional  works  arc  going  for>yard  in  order  to  ftrengtben 
the  fortifications  at  Gibraltar:  whl^h,  he  faid,  would  naturally  con- 
fiim  the  report,  too  univcrfally  fpread,  of  an  approaching  rupture 
between  our  courts.  His  excellency  aflced  me,  whether  Great  Bri- 
tain could  ferioufly  enttrtain  any  apprehenfions  of  fuch  an  event  ? 
and,  without  giving  me  time  to  aniwer,  added,  that  the  catholic 
king  had  at  no  time  been  more  intent  on  cultivating  a  good  cor«f- 
pondence  with  his  majcfty  than  at  prefcnr,"  &c.  &c. 

e  See  lord  Orford's  WftkSi  vol.  up.  70.  >* 

Their 
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^ThfeiiP  tmion  had  never  been  fincerc,  and  pro- 
bably the  duke  hoped,  on  Mr.  Pitt's  refigna- 
tion,  to  refume  that  power  which  confiituted 
Ills  greateft  ambition.  ^ 

His  views  were  not  gratified;    lord  Bute  LorfBute 
Was  conlidered  the  head  of  adminiftration,  and  confidered 
tfaofe  who  expeded  to  obtain  favour  by  con-  of^lmU^ 
ne^ng  thenifelves  with  the  favourite  of  their  ftmion.  " 
fcvereign,  were  extremely  affiduous  in  their 
court  to  him^  and  profufe  in  their  expreffions 
of  attachment     Lord  Melcombe  was  among 
the  foremoft  to  congratulate  him  on  being  de^ 
livered  from  a  moft  impradicable  colleague ; 
his  majefiyfrom  a  mod  imperious  fervant;  and 
tiie  country  from  a  moft  dangerous  minifter.  * 
But  lord  Bute  did  not  exult  in  the  event,  and  h?*  fenti- 
whatever  motives  of  uneafinefs  he  had  in  the  ™f«^*?n 
late  adminifiration,  he  was  far  from  thinking  ^f^'J^^^f^ 
the  diflblution  of  it,  in  the  prefent  minute,  fa-  tfon, 
vourable  to  the  king's  affairs;  **. 

The 

'  HHbrjr  of  the  late  MiDority,  p.  74. 

f  Letter  from  lord  Melcombe  to  lord  Bute,  6\h  O^ober^  1761. 
,  ^  Lord  Bute*s  anfwer  to  lord  Melcombe,  8th  October.     This 
letter  it  replete  with  fentiments  of  prudence   and  moderation,    and 
gives  fo  clear  a  view  of  the  principles  and  politics  of  the  writer,' that 
%  copy  is  fabjoioed  for  the  parpofe  of  illuitrating  his  charader. 

'*  My  dear  Lofd, 

*•  Whatever  private  motives  of  uneafitiefs  I  might  have  in  the  laft 
idroiniftration,  I  aiA  far  from  thinking  the  diflblution  of  it  favour-; 
able  in  the  prelent  minute  to  the  kind's  affairs.  Without  entering 
into  the  caufes  of  the  war,  it  is  (ii^ient  to  obferve,  that  it  was  a 
lUtional  one,  and  that  the  horioar  of  the  nation  is  pledged  to  fup- 
poit  its  allies.  You^  my  dear  lord,  cinnot  diflike  it  more  than  I 
do )  bat  as  we  have  to  do  widi  a  moft  treacherous  ^nemy,  whofe  in« 
.famous  pitvaricationSi  i^c*  have  been  fo  lately  experienced^  we 
muft  9&,  with  redoubled  vigour  Snd  fpirir^  bcfoi-e  we  can  hopSe  to 
bring  them  to  fuch  a  peace  as,  from  our  repeated  conquefts,  this 
country  has  a  right  to  escpedi— fuch  a  peace  as  I  (with  this  load  of 
refponllbility)  durft  put  my  name  to.  This  being  iu,  the  change 
of  a  minifter  cannot  at  prefent  make  any  remarkable  change  in  mea- 
fines.  1  figh  for  peace,  but  will  not  fue  for  it;  not  out  of  pride,  or 
for  motives  of  felf  prelervatign,  (though  boui'  might,  without  dif* 

X3  "*"'*"'' 
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The  prefe  teemed  ^nlh  publications  on  tfcff 

^ late  unexpected  change,  and  Mr.  Pitt  and  loid 

T76U     Bute  were  ailailed  by  their  refpeftive  of)iionents;^ 
with  all  the  virulence  of  defamation,  and  ifan- 
cor  of  abufe^     Mr.  Pit*  was  reviled  for  acc^f-' 
ing  t  penfion  and  Iionoars,  though  thde  could^ 
lets  be  confidered  an  adequate  reward  for  hi& 
fervices,  than  a  tt ibute  of  rcfpeft  to  hm  virtuesr 
and  exertions :  atid  lord  Bute  trto  oenfured  for 
having  occafioned  a  refignatk>ii,  which,  iufaj^^ 
filled  bini  with  uneaiineiar.     Mr.  Pitt's  popu- 
larity fuffercd  a  momentary  abatement,   and 
might  have  been  transferred  to  another,  bad  a 
competitor  appeared ;  but  aft  there  was  none,, 
it  foon  flowed  back  into  it»  accuflomed  chan- 
iid  oa.    ^^1-    The  common  council  of  London  prrfent- 
9ih  Nov,     ed  a  vote  of  thanks ;  and  on  the  lord  mayor  » 
day,    when  the    king   and    ()ueen  dined    ia 
the   city,   tliey  were  received  by  the  people 
with  indifference,  and  lard  Bute  was  aJSailed 
with  all  the   infolencq   of  vulgar  malignity, 
while  Mr.  Pitt  was  gratified  with  unbounded 
marks  of  applaufe^ 
3d  Nov.         The  new  parlJament  met  white  the  public 
Meeting  of  #iind  was  thus  agitated ;  and  the  houfe  of  com-. 
parliament.  ^^^^  unauimoufly  eleftcd  Sir  John  Cuft,  ba- 
^*^'  ronet,  their  fpeaker,  whofe  integrity  and  abi- 

lities, rendered  him  highly  worthy  of  that  ii\i-' 
portant  office*    The  king^  in  his  fpcech  from 

the 

honour,  be  urgeJ)  but  from'tf  thorotigh  eo»vi^ion  that  begging,  it 
from  France,  is  not  the  way  to  procure  it.  Indeed,  my  good  lord, 
my  fituatiun,  at  all  times  perilous,  ts  new  becontt  much  more  fo  ^ 
for  I  am  no  ftranger  to  the  langungc  held  in  tkis  great  city:  om* 
^arling^s  refignation  is  owing  to  lord  Bute,  who  might  have  prevent^* 
fii  it  with  the  kii^>  and  he  muft  anfwer  for  all  the  eooicqtiences  ]^ 
which  is,  in  other  words,  for  the  mifcarriage  of  another^s  fyftem, 
that  he  (Piu)  hinnfelf  fould  not  have  prevented.  All  thit  keeps  u|r 
my  attention,  ftrengthens  my  mind  witliout  alarming  it,  ind  boH 
only  whifi^ers  caution,  but  fteadine^  and  (elokition*** 


ihe  threke,  after  mentioning  bis  ks^py  mairt-  CHAR 
age,  adverted  to  the  failure  of  his  eifodrts  at  pa-  ^J?^ 
cificatioBiy  and  fiafeed)  as  matter  of  confolation,  x7^»- 
that  the  contmuance  of  war,  and  fuithei  eifu- 
fioD  of  Chrifiian  blood,  could  iloU,  withjufiice^ 
foe  imputed  to  him.  He  fpoke  in  animated 
teinu  of  thtf^  fuccefies  vhicfa  had  diftinguiihed 
the  yeat* ;  and  wsa  perfuaded  bothhoufes  wonM 
agree  vith  him  in  opinion,  tliat  the  1\&i6y  cx- 
erfcieiii  g£  our  mofl:  vigorous  efforts^  in  every 
part  vhere  tlie  enemy  might  ftill  be  attaeked 
Mrith  advantage,  coukl  alone  be  productive  of 
fuch  a  peaee,  as  might  with  reaibn  be  expeded 
firom  cHix.  foeceffes.  '^  It  is,  therefore/'  he  con- 
tinued, ^  Bi.y  fixed  refolution^  with  yoiir  coti^ 
*<  cunenceand  fupport,  to  cany  on  the  war  in 
"  tlie  moft  e£Se6hial  maaneir  for  the  advantage 
"  of  my  kingdoms^  and  to  maintain^  to  the  utr 
"  moft  of  my  power,  the  good  faith  and  ho^ 
*'  nour  of  my  crovn^  by  adhetipg  firmly  U0 
*^  the  engi^ments  entered  into  with  my  aU 
*'  lies.  In  this  I  will  perfercre  until  my  eoe- 
''mies,  moved  fay  their  own  iofies  and  dif- 
''  treflbs,  and  t<mched  with  the  miferies  of  fo 
'^  many  nations,  ihall  yield  to  the  equitable 
"  conditions  of  an  honourable  peace ;  in  which 
"  cafe,  as  well  as  in  the  profecution  of  the  war, 
•*  no  confideration  whatever  Ihall  make  me 
"  depart  from  the  true  intereft  of  my  king- 
*'  doms,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  my 
''  crown." 

To  the  houfe  of  commons,  befides  the  other 
neceffary  fupplies,  his  majefty  recommended  an 
adequate  and  honourable  provifion  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  queen,  in  cafe  fhe  fliould  furvivc 
him ;  and  in  conclufion,  added,  "  there  ne\'er 
"  was  a  iituation,  in  which  unanimity,  firmnefs^ 
"  and  difpatch,  were  more  neceli'ary  for  the 
£  4  "  fiifely, 
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CHAP.  "  fafety,  honour,  anrd  true  intereft  of  Gi^t 
jv^^    "Britain." 

17^1.  Loyal  and  affectionate  addreffes  were  una- 
i4th*NoT.  nimoufly  voted  in  both  houfes,  and  an  addrefs 
AddrdTcs.  of  Congratulation  was  alfo  prefented  to  the 

queen. 
19th.  Taking  into  confideration  that  part  of  the 

Quccn'8  kind's  fpecch  which  related  to  the  queen's 
tieT^  ^*'  furvivor/hip,  the  houfe  of  commons  rdblved, 
that  in  fuch  cafe  ilie  fhould  enjoy  a  penfion 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  an* 
num,  together  with  the  palace  of  Somerfet 
Houfe,  and  the  lodge  and  lands  at  Rich- 
mond Park.  An  a6t  was  framed  to  this  efied^ 
and  paifed  unanimoufly.  When  it  received  the 
adDcc.  YoysA  affent,  the  queea  was  in  the  houie  of 
lords,  and  teflified  her  fatis£ci6tion  and  grati* 
tude,  by  a  graceful  obeifance  to  the  king. 

Supplies  were  voted  for  thefervice  of  the 
current  year,  to  the  amount  of  eighteen  mil- 
lions and  upwards;  twelve  millions  of  which 
were  raifed  by  annuities,  chargeable  on  the 
Rectfs.  finking  fund.  Having  difpatched  the  bufmefs 
before  them,  both  hou&s  adjourned  for  the 
Chriihnas  holidays. 
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CHAPTER   THE   THIRD: 

176i  -1762. 

Progrejs  of  the  negotiation  with  Spain. — Dtp- 
pofition  of  the  Britijh  cabinet. — Lord  Brif 
tol  makes  repeated  inquiries  refpeBing  the 
family  company  but  without  cffeB. — Quit^ 
Spain. — Memorial  of  ^  De  Fucntes.  —  De- 
claration of  war. — Spain  and  France  at- 
tempt to  engage  Portugal  in  their  caufe. — 
Butfailing,  declare  war  agaihji  that  king^ 
dom. 

po  R  a  fliort  period  after  Mr.  Pitt's  refignation,  c  H  A  P. 
^   the  letters  from  the  earl  of  Briftol  con-      i"- 
tinued  to  give  proof  of  the  inoft  amicable  dif-     1761!^' 
pofitions  in  the  court  of  Spain.    The  embaf-  ^^*;|i* 
iador  even  declared,  that  general  Wall  had  ever  Pacific  aj»- 
aded  in  too  ingenuous  a  manner  to  juftify  a  pcaranccd^ 
fufpicion  of   duplicity,   and    intimated   that  oa!°s\ 
every  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain 
might  eafily  be  adjufled,  if  a  flight  conceflion, 
not  inconfiftent  with  juftice,  or  national  dig- 
nity, was  made,  by  yielding  fome  of  the  moll; 
recent  encroachments  on  the  Spanilli  polfef- 
fions  in  America.    The  court  of  Spain  exprefs- 
ed  regret  at  the  termination  of  the  treaty  for 
peace  with  France,  but  indicated  no  difplea- 
lure)  nor  the  flighteft  defign  of  interfering  in 
the  war. 

The  firitifh  cabinet  was  difpofed  to  culti-  DifpofitJom 
vate  the  amity  of  Spain,  and  gratify  the  pane-  of  the  Bri. 
tilioufncfs  of  Caftilian  honour ;  but  as,  accord-  |j^  ^^**'" 
ing  to  the  afiertions  induftrioufly  circulated  by 
Prance,  Spain  was  on  the  point  of  engaging 
in  the  war,  and  the  purport  of  the  treaty  enter- 
ed 
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GHAP.  ed  into  was  hoftile  to  Great  Britain,  it  be^^ 
v-i'JL/    ^21^^  neceffary  to  require  an  explicit  declar- 
i7^i*     ation.      Had  they  omitted  this  demand,  thef 
miniftry  would  have  been  expofed  to  juft  cen- 
fure ;  and  if  they  had  proceeded  in  a  negoti- 
ation^ while  a  treaty  of  fuch  fuppofed  import 
tance  remained  in  a  ftate  of  inlcrutable  myf- 
tery,  their  pufillanimity  would  have  been  with- 
out juftiiication  or  excufe. 
iMOd.       AccoRDiXGlY,  lord  ^riitol  was  direded  to 
^^  Bnf^  ufe  his  moilprefiing  inllancesto  obtain  a  com- 
to^mijwb.  tnunication  of  the  treaty,    acknowledged  to 
quii-tescon-  havc  been  lately  concluded  between  the  courts 
SS?^'  of  Madrid  and  Verfailles,  or  of  fuch  articles  as 
coiopaa.     could,  by  particular  and  explicit  engagements^ 
immediately  relate  to  the  interefts  of  Great 
Britain.     At  the  fame  time,  lord  Egremont, 
who  wrote  thefe  infltuftions,  ftated,  that  al* 
though  the  kimg,  confiding  in  his  catholic  ma* 
jeftv's  affurances  of  friemUhip,  was  unwilling 
to  luppofe  the  treaty  prejudicial  to  Great  Bri- 
tain; yet,  as  the  declarations. of  France  had 
been  diligently  and  fuccefsfully  propagated,  his 
majefty  confidered  an  explanation,  with  regard 
to  this  already  too  much  credited  report,  equal* 
ly  neceffary  to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and 
the  interefts  of  his  people.      Lord  Briftol  was 
directed  to  urge  this  matter  in  the  moft  friendly 
terms,  and  after  gently  infinuating  the  argu-^ 
ments  contained  in  the  difpatch,  to  fhew  that 
his  majefty  ought  to  be  fatisfied  in  this  before 
he  Ihould  proceed  to  other  points  :  But,  on  tlwf 
other  hana,  he  M'as  direfc^ed  to  give  the  Spanish 
minifter  the  itrongeft  alfurauces,  that  this  obfta-' 
cle  once  removed,  his  majefty  was  cordially 
difpofed  to  enter  into  an  amicable  difctiffion  of 
ether  matters  in  difpute,  trufting  that  a  con- 
firmed  reciprocal  confidencCi  would  indicate 
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MfSedients  to  fave  the  honour  of  both  kings,  CHAPt 
efte^  s^  fatisfaftoiy  adjuihpent,  and  eftabliih  y^}^ 
am  advantageous  and  permanent  harmony.  »76«i 

In  a  "  fecret  and  confidential"  dilpatch,  it 
was  left  to  lord  BriftoFs  judgment  to  decide 
Ihe  BQiode  of  copipencing  this  important  and 
delicate  difcuffion.  He  was  alfo  informed,  for 
^is  private  dire6tion,  that  ihould  he  find  in-» 
fuperable  oUjeAions  to  the  required  communi-* 
cation  ;  and  if  it  ihould  be  propofed,  in  lieu  of 
it,  to  give  his  majefty  folemn  affurances  of  the 
innocency  of  the  treaty  witli  refpeft  to  the 
king's  intercft;  he  was  not  utterly  to  reject 
the  alternative,  but  take  it  ad  referendum^  to 
be  tranfinitted  to  the  court  of  London ;  "  Pro- 
"vided  always,  that  tlie  faid  affurances  b^ 
"  given  upon  his  catholic  majefty's  royal  word, 
*'fignified  in  writing,  eitl>er  by  the  Spanifli 
**  fecretary  of  ftate  to  lord  Briliol,  or  by  the 
"  Conde  de  Fuentes  to  tlie  fecretary  of  fiate 
**  in  London,  and  not  othcrwife/' 

Before  the  arrival  of  this  difpatch,  lord  Aiteredtie* 
Briftol  had  found  fo  great  an  alteration  in  ge-  ^^^^^  ?( 
nerai  Wall's  Ix^liaviour,  that  he  felt  it  necellary  mfnitM"' 
to  fend  a  metfenger  exprefs  to  London.     This-  »d  Not. 
alteration  arofe,  moft  probably,  from  the  intel- 
ligence of  Mr.  Pitt's  refignation,  and  its  mo- 
tives,   which  occafioned   great  fermentation. 
The  court  of  Madrid  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive 
how  the   declaration  "of  war   againft    Spaiuv 
ihould  ever  have  been  moved  in  his  majefty's 
councils,  iince  they  always  confidered  them- 
fclves  the  aggrieved  party,  and  never  could 
imagine  that  the   Englifh  would   commence 
hoftilities. 

Lord  Bristol,  alarmed  at  the  prevailing 
reports    of  an  approaching  rupture   between 

Spain 


60  HlStORY   OP  tlhfiLANb. 

<rHAP.  Spain  arid  Great  Britain,  and  entertaiilihg 
j^'^  fome  apprehenfions  of  an  agreement  to  that 
iy^i-  cffeft  between  their  catholic  and  chriftian  ma- 
jefties,  declared  to  M;  Wall,  that  he  could 
tieither  hear  fnch  reports  with  indifference,  not* 
^ve  credit  tolhem  without  an  explicit  avowal 
trom  himfelf. 

IiirsTEAD  of  a  fpecific  atifwcr,  Wall  began  a 
Recapitulation  of  the  Spanilh  complaints.  He 
affirmed  that  Great  Britain ^  intdxicated  with 
fuccefs,  had  contemned  the  reafonable  con- 
fceffions  of  France,  with  a  view  to  ruin  that 
power,  that  ihc  mi.o;ht  more  eafily  feize  all  the 
Spanifli  pollcffion?'  in  America,  and  thus  gra- 
tify her  unbounded  thirft  of  conqueft.  He 
then  added,  with  uncommon  warmth,  that 
lince  the  king's  dominions  were  to  be  over-* 
whelmed,  he  would  ad\'ife  him  at  leaft  to  arm 
his  fubjec^s,  and  not  continue  the  paffive  vic-^ 
lim  he  had  hitherto  a] speared. 

Lord  Bristol  Mas  aftoniflied  at  this  dil^ 
tourfe,  and  convinced  he  flibuld  obtain  no  ef- 
fe6lual  anfwer  to  his  inquiries  at  that  confer* 
ence,  defiftc<l,  but  again  introduced  the  fubje^ 
at  a  moment  when  M.  Wall  was  not  fo  much 
exafperated,  and  by  dint  of  pcrf(  vcrance,  obtain- 
ed an  avowal,  that  "  his  king  thought  it  time 
"  to  open  his  eyes,  and  not  fuffer  a  neighbour, 
"  an  ally,  a  parent,  and  i  friend,  any  longer  to 
^'  run  the  rifque  of  receiving  fuch  rigid  lawsj 
"  as  were  prefcribcd  by  an  infulting  viftor;" 
and  further  acknowledged,  that  his  catholic; 
majefty  had  judged  it  expedient  to  renew  his 
family  compacts  with  t|je  moft  chriftian  king  5 
but  refufed  an  anfwer  to  lord  Briftol's  inqtii* 
jries  concerning  the  nature  and  extent  of  thofe 
compa6ls, 
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The  Britifh  miniftiy  could  not,  after  Mr.  chap^ 
Pitt's  refignation,  receive  this  intelltgeDce  with   ^JSJi^. 
indifference.  '  By  refifting  hi:?  advice,  they  had  q^^^^^^  f. 
expofed  thcnifelves  to  the  charge  of  timidity  the  Bnti^ 
and  want  of  forefight,  and  in  the  laft  difpatch  w^wftTt 
to  lord  Briftol,  had  taken  particular  pains  to 
obviate  the  eifeft  of  fuch  a  fuppofition  in  Spain, 
by  obferving,  tiiat  the  meafures  of  government 
would  fuft'cr  no  relaxation  on  account  of  Mr, 
Pitt's  quitting  the  cabinet ;  and  fo  far  from  its 
being  true  that  the  whole  fpirit  of  the  war  had 
fubfidedwith  him,  the  prefent  miniftry  were  re- 
folved,  by  a  vigorous  exertion  of  their  powers 
to  avoid  every  imputation  of  indecifion  or  in- 
dolence,   and  would    ftretch  every  nerve  to^ 
wards  forcing  the  enemy  to  accede  to  a  fafe, 
honourable,   and,  above  all,  a  lafting  peace. 
The  difpatch  alfo  ftated,  that  the  moft  perfe6fe 
harmony,  mutual  confidence,  and  unanimity, 
reigned  in  the  council ;  with  a  thorough  de- 
termination to  pufti  the  war  with  fuch  vigour 
as  would,  under  Providence,  procure  ftill  fat^ 
iher  fuccefs. 

Influenced  by  thefe  fentiments,  which 
were  no  lefs  juft  than  dignified,  lord  Egre-  i^thHoiw 
mont,  in  a  difpatch  to  lord  Briftol,  after  due 
commendations  on  his  moderation,  and  fome 
pointed  remarks  on  the  intemperance  of  the 
Spaniih  fecretary,  obferved,  that  the  refult  of 
ms  inquiries  was  unfatisfaclory;  and  he  was 
exprefely  commanded,  without  lofs  of  time, 
to  demand  an  immediate,  clear,  and  cate- 
gorical explanation  of  the  intentions  of  Spain, 
and  to  afiure.  M*  Wall,  in  the  moft  expli- 
cit terms,  that  any  procraftination,  ambiguity, 
pr  evafion,  would  be  confidercd  fuflicient 
ground  for  authorizing  his  maje^y  to  take 
proper  m^urj^  for  the  boiiour  of  his  crown, 
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CHAR  and  proteftion  of  his  people.  At  the  fame 
^^  time,  lord  Briftol  was  dirctted  to  be  patiticu* 
J7^u  larly  cautious  in  avoiding  harihnefs  of  man<» 
ner,  and  not  to  mix  any  thing  in  his  con- 
verfation  with  the  Spaniih  minifter,  which 
could  have  the  lead  tendency  to  indifpofe  or 
irritate  him;  as  the  king's  defire  of  peace 
w-as  fincere,  and  the  continuance  of  it  would 
give  him  unbounded  fatisfaftion. 

This  difpatch,  which  lord  Briftol  was  in- 
ftrufted  to  ufe  as  he  fhould  think  proj>er,  was 
accompanied  by  two  others.  The  embaffador 
was  direfted,  if  he  did  not  receive  the  fatisfac-- 
tion  required  in  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  Odo- 
ber,  or  the  explanation  which  he  was  then  per-t 
mitted  to  take  ad  referendum ;  or  if  the  Spaniih 
minifter  ihould  acknowledge  having  entered 
into  any  agreement  with,  or  entertaining  any 
intention  of  joining  France  in  this  war;  to  quit 
Madrid  without  taking  leave.  And  he  was 
directed  to  fignify  to  M,  Wall,  that  a  pe^ 
remptory  refufal  of  giving  fatisfadlipn,  or  of 
difavowjng  any  intention  to  take  partwiUi  our 
inveterate  ind  declared  enemies  in  the  pre^ 
fent  contefr,  could  not  be  confidered  by  hit 
majefty  in  any  light,  but  as  an  aggreflSon  on 
the  part  of  Spain^  and  aq  abfolute  declaration 
of  war, 
Prcpara-  MEANWHILE  great  cxcrtious  wcrc  made, 
fions  ill  throughout.  Spain,  for  jncreafing  the  military 
^*"'  and  naval  eftabliihments ;  and  great  quantities 
of  warlike  ftores  were  embarked  for  the  Weft 
Indies.  Lor<l  Briftol  continued  to  prefs  for 
fatisfadion  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  treaty  with 
France.  He  had  fucceeded  in  i^eftofing  Wail 
to  his  accufiomcd  temper;  and  alibrances  of 
pacific  difpolitions  were  reciprocally  given; 
The  king's  fpeech  at  the  opeDiog  of  the  feificn 
•^  '  of 
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of  parliament,  and  the  addrefs  of  the  hou&  of  CRA|»« 
commons  in   anfwer,  were  communicated  to    ^^Jl^ 
Ihe  Spanifli  minifter,  who  approved  highly  of     ij^u 
the  patriotifm,  moderation,  and  wifdom,  which 
they  difplayed. 

Still  no  fatisfafiion  could  be  obtained  on 
the  principal  fubjeft  of  inquiry.  A  memorial  atftlkPt 
was  tranfmitted  from  Spain  to  their  embaila^ 
dor  here,  which  he  delivered  to  lord  Egremont, 
and  in  which  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  to  be 
informed  of  the  nature  of  the  treaty,  and  the 
manner  in  which  that  claim  had  been  urged, 
were  treated  with  great  loftinefs. 

Soon  after  receiving  the  difpatches  of  the  3d  Dee. 
S8th  of  Oaober,  lord  Briftol  held  a  confer-  ^"JSjf 
ence  with  Wall  on  the  topics  to  which  they  ' 
referred.  The  fecretary,  on  this  occalion, 
aifumed  a  cold  and  diilant  deportment;  treat- 
ed the  aifurances  of  a  pacific  difpoiition  with 
difr^gard ;  and  faid,  although  fuch  expi-eflions 
could  never  be  received  but  with  fmcere  fatis- 
fe&ion,  yet  as  the  Britifh  embaflkdor  had  been 
fa  often  direded  to  hold  the  fame  language, 
unaccompanied  by  any  proofs  of  thole  difpo- 
fitions,  it  could  not  feem  extraordinary  if 
lipain  dill  prclTed  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances 
fo  long  depending.  With  regard  to  the  treaty, 
be  faia  his  royal  matter  deemed  it  inconfiftent 
with  his  dignit}',  to  grjmt  either  the  communi-^ 
cation  of  it,  or  to  fatisfy  the  Britifli  curiofity 
in  relation  to  any  of  the  articles ;  yet  his  exceU 
)ency  added,  as  from  himfelf^  he  cbuld  give  a 
}M>fitive  anfwer  to  what  lord  Briftol  alkecT  with 
the  ut^oft  facility  J — ^licre  he  abruptly  termin- 
Irted  his  difcourie,  nor  could  lord  Briftol  obtain 
|tny  affurance  of  the  innocency  of  the  treaty, 
^ut  received,  inftead,  a  copy  of  general  Wall's 
(})ipa^h  to  t|ie  Conde  de  Fuent^s. 
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€HAP.  These  circumftances  made  ailrong  imprcf- 
^^^  fion  on  the  mind  of  the  Britifh  embaflador,  and 
X761.  he  was  preparing  difpatches  on  the  fubjeO;,  when 
jxird  Brif-  a  meflcnger  arrived  with  lord  Egremont's  laft 
tor » final  official  letters.  Lord  Briftol  immediately  wait» 
wiTw^iL  ^^  ^^  general  Wall,  who  was  confined  to  his 
5th  Pec,  chamber,  and  ftated  the  eifefl;  which  his  angry 
^^^'  declarations  had  produced  in  London ;  but,  in 

{)urfuance  of  the  difcretionary  power  with  which 
le  was  intrufted,  to  avoid  irritating  the  Spanilh 
minifter,  dwelt  only  in  general  term3  on  the 
intentions  of  Spain  with  regard  to  England, 
The  reafon  he  gives  for  this  condu6l,  nvarks  hig 
good  fenfe  and  moderation :  ^^  I  perceived 
**  general  Wall's  tone  to  be  of  fo  conciliating 
"  a  nature;  he  exprelfed  his  wiflies  fo.ftrongly 
"  that  fomc  method  might  be  found  out  for  an 
"amicable  adjuftment  of  our  differences;  and 
"  was  fo  far  from  dropping  the  lead  word,  that 
*^  could  make  me  imagine  Spain  intended  to 
"  afthoftilely  againft  us, — that  I  began  to  flat-i 
^^  ter  myfelf  I  might  obtain  the  categorical 
*'  anfwer  1  was  ordered  to  demand,  without  the 
"  Spaniih  miniftf  r's  fufpe6ting  my  ultimate  ov^ 
^'  ders.  When  I  was  going  out  of  his  roomj 
"  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  fajd  with  a 

"  fmile,  he  hoped ;  but  there  he  flopped, 

\  ^'  I  afked  him  what  he  hoped,  that  I  might  alfq 
"  hope,  and  that  all  mignt  concur  in  the  fame 
"  hopes ;  but  his  excellency  only  then  bowed, 
"  and  took  his  leave  of  me." 

These  pleafing  illufions  foon  vani^ed;  far 
7th  Dec;  ^^^^  ^^  *^^  evening  of  the  next  d^y,  lord  Briftol 
*  received  from  the  hand  of  M.  Wall,  a  communis 
cation  of  the  king  8  anfwer  in  writing,  which, 
befifles  general  expreffions  of  efteem  for  tho 
king  of  Great  Britain,  contained  only  a  refer-i 
cuce  to  Wall's  difpsitch  to  J^ueatc^,  and  thia 
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wa3  declared  to  be  the  only  anfwer  the  catho*   CHA.P* 
lie  king  judged  it  expedient  to  give.      Lord  ^j^ 
Briitol  reminded  the  Spanilli  miniller  of  tlie     «76i. 
preffing  endeavours  he  had  employed  to  pro- 
cure a  fatisfaftory  explanation ;  and  obfeiTed, 
that  as  he  found  himfelf  unable  to  obtain  a 
conununication  of  the  treaty,  or  the  alterna- 
tive which  he  had  propofed,  he  was  now  au- 
thorized to  afk,— Whether  the  catholic  kinff 
intended  to  join  the  French,  or  to  a&  hoftilely? 
or  would  in  any  maimer  depart  from  his  neu- 
trality? To  thefe  interrogatories  he  required 
a  categorical  anfwer ;  adding,  that  a  refufal 
would  be  deemed  an  aggreflion  on  the  paxt  of 
.Spain^  and^  declaration  of  war. 

l^HS  minifier  \vas  unprepared  for  this  re- 
iblute  appeal  "  I  canmot  defcribe/'  lord  Brif- 
ftol  fays,  "  the  furprize  M.  Wall  exprefled- 
"  He  onlv  brought  out  thefe  words,  What  is  to 
**  follow?  youare,  thep,  clirefted  to  withdraw 
"  from  Tience  ?^'  The  embaffador  acknowledged 
that  fuch  were  his  ord^f s.  He  omitted,  how- 
ever, no  reprefcntation  which  mright  induce 
Spain  to  prevent  the  miferies  of  war,  and  even 
preffed  M.  Wall  to  conquer  tlie  effeSs  of  his 
indifpolition,  fo  far  as  to  attend  the  king 
himfelf,  and  fet  forth  the  fatal  confcquences 
which  muft  refult  froni  not  giving  a  precife 
reply. 

Lord  Bristol's  demand  being  reduced  to  LordBrif. 
writing,   M.  Wall,  in  conformity  to  his  advice,  ^^^  ^5**** 
attended  the  king,  and  returned  for  anfwer,    ^*'"' 
that  the  fpirit  of  haughtinefs  and  difcord  which  "*  ^*^' 
di6lated  uiis  inconfiderate  demand,  and  which, 
for  tlie  misfortune  of  mankind,  it  ill  reigned 
fo  much  in  the  Britifh  governnVeht,  was  what 
made,  in  the  fame  inftint,  the  declaration  of 
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CHAP*  trat,  and  attacked  the  king's  dignify.  Lord 
>^p..^  Briftol  was  allowed  to  retire  when  and  in  what 
•^^*-  manner  might  be  mod  convenient,  and  no 
other  anfwer  was  to  be  given. 
Mcmomi  These  tranfaftions  were  announced  to 
ctFuentc«.  ^g  Fuentes  from  his  court,  with  dire6Hon8  to 
depart  from  London :  but  he  firft  delivered  a 
asthPec.  memorial  to  the  Britifli  miniftry,  declaring 
'tha,t  the  horrors  into  which  the  two  nations 
were  going  to  plunge  themfelves,  muft  be  at- 
tributed only  to  the  pride,  And  unmeafurablc 
iimbition,  of  him  who  formerly  heW-  the  reins 
of  government,  and  who  appeared  ftill  to  hold 
them,  although  by  another  hand*  He  juftified 
the  king  of.  Spain  for  not  giving  an  anfwer 
j^fpefting  the  treaty,  on  account  of  the  infult- 
ing  manner  with  which  all  the  aflairs  of -Spain 
had  been  treated;  during  Mr.  Pitt's  adminilVra- 
tion :  that  minifter,  he  faid,  finding  himfelf 
convinced  of  the  juftice  which  fupported 
the  catholic  kings  prentenfions,  vehement- 
ly afferted,  "  that  he  would  not  relax  in  any 
"  thing,  till  the  Tower  of  London  \ras  taken 
'*  fword  in  hand."  De  Fuentes  voluntarily 
declared  the  obnoxious -treaty  had  no  rela- 
tion to  the  prefent  war;  and,  although  his 
catholic  majefly  had  reafon  to  be  offended  by 
the  irregular  manner  in- which  the  memorial 
was  returned  to  de  Buffy,  he  had  diflembled, 
and,  from  his  love  of  peace,  caufed  a  me- 
morial  to  be  delivered  to  lord  Briftol,  evi- 
dently demonftrating  that  the  proceedings  of 
France  which  occafioned  fo  much  ill-humour 
in  the  minifter,  Pitt,  did  not  affeft  the  law* 
of  neutrality,  or  the  fincerity  of  the  t^vo  fo- 
.  vereigns. 

Th^  ^ir\g  of  Spain  had  offered  to  wave  the 
^   family  compact  for  the  prefent,  if  itAvas  found  an 
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impediment  to  peace:  but  when  the  French  lAi-   CHAP^ 
niftcr  continued  his  negotiation,  without  men-    \Ji}^ 
tioning  Spain,  and  propofed  conditions  greatly      »7^*' 
to    the  advantage  and  honour  of   England, 
Pitt,  to  the  great  aftoniiliment  of  the  univerfe, 
r^jefted  them  with  diJdain,   and  fliewed  his  ill* 
will  againft  Spain^  to  the  great  fcandai  of  the 
British  council. 

This  feeble  attempt  to  create  difcord   in  Warde* 
the  cabinet,  and  excite  difcontcnt  in  the  na*  ^^^^^ 
tion,   faited   in  producing  thofe   elfeds.      It  splin. 
was  anfwered  in  a  niafterly  manner  by  lord  sift  Dec. 
Egremont.     War  was  declared  againft  Spain,  ^J  Jan, 
and  a  counter  declaration  iifued  in  thatcoun*  '7*** 

J       .  i6ihjan. 

It  is  cafy  to  perceive,  from  the  conduQ;  of 
this  negotiation,  that  Spain  was,  in  fact,  defir- 
oiis  to  avoid  a  war;  but,  duped  by  Fmnce, 
adopted  thofe  meafures  which  could  hot  fail 
of  producing  it.  Spain,  anxious  that  tlie  power 
of  France  lliould  not  be  too  much  reduced, ' 
would  have  attacked  Great  Britain,  in  order 
to  obtain  favourable  terms  of  peace,  if  (he 
could  have  hoped  to  do  it  witn  advantaige. 
But  the  Spanifli  minifter  was  not  convmced 
that  that  period  Was  arrived :  even  Im  anger 
bore  the  characleriftic  marks  of  fear  and  j)re- 
cipitation,  and  his  moft  violent  declarations 
feemcd  to  be  produced  lefs  by  hope  than  de* 
Ipair.  France,  by  the  terms  in  which  the 
claims  of  Spain  had  bfen  mcnitioncd  in  tlie 
courfc  of  the  laft  treaty  for  peace,  fuccoeded 
in  exciting  a  jealoufy  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
and  the  colour  given  to  the  family  compact, 

•  Sfc  papers  relative  to  the  rupture  wiih  Spain.  The  tranfac- 
tao:)$  thus  minutely  recoriied»  (hew  taut  Orcat  fititain  whs  not 
«pen  to  cenfure,  on  the  one  hand,  for  wantonly  ar.d  unnrcelVariiy 
engaging  io  a  war,  or  on  the  other  tor  di^'»ring  hoUiliiies  till  it 
vuft  t«o  Uie  to  proiecote  tb«in  wirh  cffctX, 

F  a  completed 
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CHAP,   completed  the  miftnift,  and  rouzed  the  vigw 
J^;^^  lance  of  the  British  court.     Nothing  remained 
176*.     but  to  exafperate  the  two  countries  to  a  fuf- 
ficient  degree*     To  inflame  the  courage  of 
Spain,  the  king  of  Pruflia's  affairs  were  repre- 
fented  in  the  moft  unfavourable  light ;  and  the 
admonitions  of  prudence  were  repelled  by  affur- 
ances,  that  Great  Britain  would  never  dare  to 
•contend  agaihft  the  united  efforts  of  die  houfe 
of  Bourbon.      The   family  compaft   obliged 
Spain  to  guaranty  the  fafety  of  all  fuch  pof- 
' .  feffions  as  ihould  remain  to  France  after  the 
war ;  *  and  to  give  the  utmoft  beneficial  effe6l;  ta 
the  treaty,  the  court  of  Verfailles,  witli  crafty 
policy,  inftantly  involved  Spain  as  a  principal 
in  the  conteft. 
Condoaof      Spain,  having  thus  thrown  herfelf  into  the 
Sards  p"    ^^^*  ^f   France,    adopted  all    meafures  cal- 
tugai!  ^     culated  to  forward  the  interefts  of  her  ally. 
It  was  hoped  that,   by  producing  a  rupture 
with  Portugal,  Spain  would  have  the  tempt- 
ing inducement  .of  an  eafy  conqueft  to  en- 
gage with  fpirit  in  the.  war;  and  the  injury 
don^  to  the  commerce  of  Britain,  would  more 
than  counterbalance  thofe  advantages  which 
made  the  Engliih  miniftiy  infill  on  terms  fo 
humiliating  as  the  price  oi  peace,  • 
:  As  there  was  no  pretence  of  juftice  for  this 
attack,  littlQ  attention  was  paid  to  appearances 
in  the  mode  of  commencing  it     Lar^e  armies 
were  affemblcd  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal  j 
and  the  commerce  of  corn  with5pain,  waspro- 
j6ihMar.  hibitcd.     The  Span ilfh  embaffador,  and  French 
plenipotentiary,  luddenly  delivered  a  joint  me- 
morial to  Jofeph  king  of  Portugal,  ftating  that 


k  See  Anicle  II. 

*  CEuvrcs  du  Roi  de  Prufle,  yoL  ir.  p.  59. 


the 


GEORGE  ni.  eo 

the  two  monarchs  had  found  it  proper  to  eftablifh  chap. 
Teciprocal  obligations,  and  to  take  other  indif-   \^}^ 
penlable  fieps  to  curb   the  pride  of  Britain ;     i7*». 
and  the  iiiTt  nieafure  they  agreed  on  was,  to 
include  tlie  moft   faithtui  king  in  their  al- 
liance: they,  therefore,  required  him  forthwith 
to  declare  himfelf  united  with  tlieir  catliolic 
and  moil  chriftian  majeities,  in  the  war  affainft 
England ;  and  to  ixreak  of  all  correfpondence 
and  commerce  witli  that  power,  as  the  com- 
mon enemy  of  all  three,  and  of  all  maritime 
'nations.     To  tliis  requifition  a  categorical  an- 
•fwer  was  demanded  in  four  days,  and  a  delay 
was  to  be  confidered  a.s  a  negative. 

On  this  memorial  it  is  uunecciTary  to  make  Poftugal 
a  fingle  comment;    in  fdie  language  of  Mr.  comptiieA 
Pitt,  "  it  fpeaks  its  own  encmiity."     Within  '^^ 
the  time  limited,  the  king  of  Portugal  return-  ^thhbr. 
-ed  an  anfwer;   declining,  with  decent  firm- 
ncfe,  all  interference  in  Uie  exiftiug  quarrels, 
unleis  his    perfevcranoe  in  the  line  of  neu- 
trality, ihould  intitle  him  to  the  charafter  of 
mediator  :  he  difplayed  his  motives  with  can- 
-dour  and  temperance,  and  in  the  whole  paper 
gave  not  the  ilighteft  inftance  of  irritation,  or 
oftentatious  inflexibilit}^     The  Bourbon  mini-  ,4  ^p^ 
Hers  in  reply  prefented  a  fecond  memorial,  in 
which  they  attempted,  with  defpicable  fophif- 
try,  to  invalidate  the  fubfifting  treaties  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Portugal,    and  to 
convince  his  moft  faithful  majefty,  that  juftice, 
no  lefe  than  intereft,  ought  to  induce  him  to 
-engage  in  the  wai\    The  anfwer  to  this  infidi-  ^th. 
•ous  and  infolent  paper,  breathes  the  fpirit  of 
an  indignant  monarch^  after  refuting  the  ar- 
guments adduced,  the  king  concludes,  V  His 
**  moft  fahhful  majefty  declares,  finally,  thajt 
^*it  would  afteft  liim  lefs   (though  reduced 

^  3  ''X9 


7d  HISTORY   Of   EKGLAN1>. 

CHAP,  "to  the  laft  extremity,   of  which   the    Su*  . 
.sJiJi^    "  preme  Judge  is  the  fole  arbiter)  to  let  the 
*7^.      "  laft  tile  of  his  palace  fall,   and  to  fee  hii 
"  faithful  fubjeds  fpill  the  laft  drop  of  their 
"  blood,  than  to  facrifice,   together  with  the 
"  honour  of  his  crown,  all  that  Portugal  holds 
"  moft  dear,  and  to  fubmit,  by  fuch  extiuor- 
"  dinary  means,  to  become  an^ unheard-of  cxr 
"  ample  to  all  pacific  powers,  who  will  be  no 
"  longer  able  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  neutrality, 
"  whenever  a  war  fliall  be  kindled   between 
"  other  nations,   M'ith  which  the   former  arc 
"  conne6led  by  defenfive  treaties/*     This  re- 
ftjd  April,  folution    decided   the  allied  monarchs,    who 
»5th.         concluded  an   angry  memorial  by  requiring 
•f^         paflports  for  their  embalfadors.     The  king  of 
8ihM      i^ortugal  was   not  deterred  by  menaces  trom 
f-        *^'  purfuing  his  fyftem :  he  delivered  a  juftificatory 
paper,  and  without  delay  granted  the  requir- 
i6thand    cd  fafe-conduft.     The  erabalfadors  left  Portu- 
gal; and  Jofeph  iiTued   a  declaration  of  war, 
»oth  June.  M'hich  produced  counter  declarations  from  the 
kings  of  France  and  Spftin. 
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CHAPTER    THE    FOURTH: 

Proceedings  in  Parliament  —  Motion  for  pa^ 
pers. —  Affijiance  granted  to  Portugal, ---^ 
Prorogation. — Dij union  of  the  cabinet.---- 
The  duke  of  Newcqfile  refgns.-^Lord  Bute*^ 
trunijiry.  —  He  difconti?iues  the  Pruffian 
fuhfid^. — Death  of  Elizabeth  emprefs  of 
RuJJia,'^  Peter  it  I.  friendly  to  the  king  of 
Prujia, — Peace  between  Ri/jfia  attd  Prufffa, 
— Report  of  lord  Bute's  clandejiine  nego% 
tiations  with  Ruffia  and  Aujiriay  examined 
and  refuted. — Revolution  in  Rujia. — Dif 
pofitioHs  of  Catherine  II, — The  king  of 
Pruffia  retakes  Schweidnitz. — Ceffel  taken, 
— Expedition  againji  Martinico^^Capture 
of  Grenada  and  its  dependencies. — The 
i'^renck  take  the  tomn  of  St  John's,  iVe«% 
foundland:  Which  is  recaptured. — JVar  in 
Portugal. — Rapid  fuccefs  of  the  Spaniards, 
— Arrival  of  the  Britifiittoops. — General 
Burgoyne  takes  Valencia.-^lieats  up  the 
enemy's  quarters  at  Villa  Velha. — Retreat 
of  the  Spaniards.  — Expedition  againji  the 
Havannah. — Progrefs  and  fuccefs  of  the 
Jiege. — Expedition  againji  the  Philippine 
Ifles. —  Manilla  taken. — Capture  of  the 
Santifinia  Trinidad,  and  of  the  Hermione, 
^-Unfwccefsful  expedition  againji  Buenos 
Ayres. 

M7HEN  parliament  met  after  the  recefs,  the  ^^^'* 
^^  king*  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  iivform*^  \^'Jm^\ 
«d  the  houfes  of  the  rupture  with  Spain,  and  with  p?^^ij!* 
great  force  and  propriety  difculpated  himielf  mgstnpar« 

F  4  from  ^^"^^ 
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CHAP,  from  all  blame  in  the  tranfafdion.     The  houfe 

yji^j^   of  commons  made  a  dutiful  anfwer,  and  pro- 

i7^a.     mifed  their  finn  fuppbrt. 

Motion  for      Before  the  rccefs   (uth   Dec.)  amotion 

P*P«^«*      ^as  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  addrefs 

the  king  for  copies  of  all  memorials  delivered 

by  the  Spanifh  embaflador.     This  motion  was 

fuppoited  by  Mr.  Pitt,  whofe  concluft  in  re- 

figning  was  thus  rendered  an  obje6l  of  difcuf- 

JTion.     He  preffed  the  laying  of  every  paper  be- 

'  fore  the  houfe,  \vhich  had  paffed  during  tlie  fix 

years  negotiation  with  Spain,  relative  to  the 

exifting  difputcs;    but  the  propofal  was    re- 

jefted. 

Motions  to  the  fame  efleft  were  now  re- 
newed, and  the  fame  topics  were  neceffarily 
intro(hiccd.  Lord  Temple  vindicated  the  con- 
duft  of  himfclf  and  Mr.  Prtt  in  refigning;  and 
intimated  that  a  knowledge  of  the  exiftence  of 
the  family  compaft,  was  the  foundation  of 
their  advice.  Lord  Bute  pofitively  afferted 
there  was  no  intelligence  of  uich  a  facl  fo  con- 
ftituted,  at  that  time,  that  could  be  depended 
on;  challenged  him  to  produce  it,  and  requir- 
ed to  know  where  it  might  be  found,  that  he 
might  requeft  the  king  to  order  it  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe.  Lord  Temple  upon  this  quitted 
his  feat,  and  faid,  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  pub- 
lifh  that  intelligence,  but  would  refrelh  hia 
lordfliip's  memory  in  private.  A  fliort  whif- 
pering  took  place  between  the  two  peers.  It 
is  averred,  on  the  one  hand,  that  lora  Bute  was 
perfeftly  fatisfied  of  the  correftnels  of  lord 
Temple's  aflcrtion  ;  on  the  other,  and  with 
more  appearance  of  probabilityy  that  the  re- 
fult  of  tneir  converfation  was  not  produftive 
of  fuch  conviftion.  It  naturally  occurs  oa 
fuch  occafion  to  alk,  why.  loi:d  Temple  did  not 
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juftiiy  "himfelf  in  his  place?  why  he  did  not  CRAK 
perfevere  in  ftating  to  the  M'hole  houfe  that  he  y^^ 
nad  the  means  of  proving  what  he  advanced,      i7^»- 
if  lord  Bute  would  procure  his  niajefty's  dif- 
penfation  from  the  eiFeft  of  his  oath  as  privy 
couufellor  ?   It  is  even  averred,  that  the  fame 
affertion  was  often  made  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debates  on  the  produftion  of  papers ;  but  ne- 
ver in  any  manner  repelled  by  lord  Temple, ' 
The  papers  were  laid  before  parliament,  and  «9thjaa. 
printed. 

The  conduft  of  the  ^V'ar  did  not  efcape  ani-  5th  fa. 
madverfion.    Amotion  was  made  in  the  houfe  f^^f^™* 
of  lords,  when  the  king's  fpeech  came  under  tEe  wm 
conliderationy  reprobating  the  expence  of  cam-  Gcnnmy. 

?aigns  in  Germany;  afiirming,  that  the 
'rench  force  was  greatly  fuperior  to  any  that 
could  be  maintained  by  Great  Britain;  and  re- 
commending that  tliofe  troops  fhould  be  brought 
home  for  the  proteftion  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  diminidi- 
ing  the  national  burdens.  The  arguments 
by  which  this  queftion  was  fupported  or  op- 
pofed,  are  not  preferved;  but  it  was  nega- 
tived by  a  large  majority.  *  It  occafionea  a 
ftrong  proteft,  which  was  fubfcribed  by  feven 
peers ;  among  whom  was  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
lord  privy  feal.  * 

The  progrefe  of  French  and  Spanifli  aggref-  AfliftaM 
lion  againft  Portugal,  determined  the  kiiig  to  ff^^^^^ 

*  See  Hillory  of  the  late  Minority,  p.  ^3.    The  contnuy  ftate^ 
neat  ii  takeo  horn  a  paper  of  memorandume  among  ibe  MSS.  of  ' 
Lord  Melcombe. 

^  Contents  t6.    Koncontents  105. 

c  A  fimilar  queftkm  was  debated  in  the  houfe  of  commons  (Dec. 
9th) )  when  the  bouft  wai  fo  crowded  with  ftrangert»  that  the  mem- 
bos  found  difficnltf  in  takinc  tlieir  featt.  The  order  for  not  ad^ 
quding  ftnu^;ers  was  enforcea  during  \hc  remainder  of  the  ieflion. 

aflbrd 
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jBHAP*  aJQTord  the  affiftance  due  to  the  merits  and 

^^  neceffities  of  fo  faithful  an  ally.  According- 
I  76a.     ly,  ameflage  was  delivered  to  the  houfe  of 

iiik  May.  commons,  to  enable  his  majefty  to  defray  any 
extraordinary  expences  of  the  war,  and  take 
neceflary  meafures  for  defeating  the  enteiprizes 
of  the  enemy. 

ssthMay.  When  this  meifage  was  taken  into  confider- 
ation,  a  grant  of  a  million  was  propofed.  It 
was  obje^ed,  the  fum  was  too  large  for  the 
fuppofed  purpofe,  and  the    king   of  Portu-' 

Sell  had  no  right  to  expedl  any  aflifiance 
om  Great  Britain,  becaufe  he  had  violated 
his  engagements  with  the  Englifli  wine-mer- 
chants. Mr.  Pitt,  with  great  fpirit  and  pro- 
priety, defended  the  fupply;  vindicated  the 
king  of  Portugal,  and  aiferted  that  the  fum 
intended  was  not  more  than  fufficient.  He 
defended  the  condud  of  the  German  war; 
and  ridiculed  the  notion  of  Great  Britain  be- 
ing rendered  incapable  of  profecuting  the  con- 
teil  for  want  of  fupplies.  France,  he  affirm- 
ed, was  a  ruined  nation,  and  if  his  advice 
had  been  adopted,  one  campaign  would  have 
fufficed  to  bring  the  war  to  a  fortunate  con- 
clufion.  After  fome  further  obfervationsi 
moftly  of  a  perfonal  nature,  the  fum  required 
was  voted. 
sd  June.  In  clofmg  the  fcflion,  his  majcfhr  mentioned 
*  the  hopes  he  ftill  entertained  of  feemg  the  con- 

ilids  which  agitated  Europe  happily  tenni- 
nated;  and  aflured  the  parliament  lie  would 
return  their  zeal  and  zffe€Lion  for  his  perfon 
and  government,  by  a  conflant  attention  to 
whatever  might  contribute  to  the  eafe  of  his 
fubje&s ;  and  it  was  his  ardent  wiih  to  found 
the  glories  of  his  reign  on  the  union  of  his 
5  people, 


Prortga* 
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people,  woA  the  w«Uare  aud  profperlty  of  hit  chap« 

,SiNCE  the  retreat  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  miniftry  DiiattioM 
had  prefer ved  no  appearance  of  unanimity.  ?f*^^*- 
Greatjealoufiesfubfiited  between  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle  and  lord  Bute,  occafioncd  no  lefs 
by  the  defire  of  pre-eminence,  than  by  a  radi- 
cal difference  of  principles  and  politics.  The 
duke  of  Newcaftle,  on  his  entrance  into  public 
life,  enlifted  under  the  bayners  of  paity,  and 
was  fupported  through  the  long  period  of  lii$ 
minifterial  career,  byt  party  and  family  alli- 
ances: lord  Bute,  purfuing,*  or  perhaps  di«» 
re^ng,  the  fyftem  of  his  fovereigu,  was  defur- 
ous  to  free  the  tlirone  from  exclufive  domina- 
tion, and  to  acquire  indcpendedcy,  by  re- 
fifung  claims  deiived  from  family  and  ad- 
ventitious connedions.  The  duke  of  Ne\^- 
caftle,  hahituated  to  Mr.  Pitt's  afcendency,  bore 
It  without  repining ;  but  could  not  endure  to 
be  confidered  inferior  to  lord  Bute.  For  this 
reafon,  while  the  people  carried  their  idolatry 
of  Uie  late  minifter  to  the  greateft  excefs, 
and  attributed  to  his  forefight  all  the  fac- 
ceifes  which. adoinpd  the  annals  of  the  new  ad- 
miniftration;  thofe  men  in  office  who,  from 
their  fituation  and  chara^er,  were  bed  able  to 
counteract  the  effeO;  of  thefe  reports,  furvey- 
ed  their  progrds  with  indifference,  and  if 
not  a^ually  in  league  with  the  oppofition^ 
yet  formed  a  combination  among  themielvea, 
which  left  lord  Bute  weakly  fupported  to 
firu^le  againft  the  united  efforts  of  a  party 
formidable  from  numbers^  abilities,  and  popu- 
larity.* 

Th£  means  of  profecuting  the  war,  formed 

<  lam  turn  lord  Melcombc-ta  lord  Bute^  ijtSi  April,  176&. 

a  prin- 
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chap:  a  principal  ground  of  difference  between  lord 
isJ^^  Bute  and  the  duke  of  Newcaftle-  Lord  Bate 
#y^«*  determined  to  withdraw  all  pecuniary  fuppoit 
from  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  to  relax  the 
efforts  which  this  country  was  making  in  Ger- 
many, The  duke  of  Newcaftle  refolved  on  an 
oppofite  mode  of  conduft :  he  therefore  waited 
on  lord  Bute,  and  in  a  peremptory  manner 
infifted  on  two  millions  for  carrying  on  the 
German  war,  and  paying  the  kinc  of  Pruffia's 
fubfidy.  Lord  Bute  ihewing  himlelf  averfe  to 
the  meafure,  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  declared 
his  intention  to  'refign,  unlefs  the  money  was 
jaiied.  His  lordihip  anfwered,  drily,  "  that 
^*  if  he  refigned,  the  peace  might  be  retarded; 
^*  but  never  requefted  him  to  continue  in 
**  office,  nor  faid  a  civil  thing  to  him  after- 
^  wards  while  they  remained  together.  Tlie 
**  duke  went  immediately  to  St  James's,  de- 
^^manded  an  audience,  and  announced  his 
'*  unalterable  refolution  to  refign,  if  the  fub- 
"  fidy  of  Pruffia  was  not  continued.  The 
**  king  replied,  he  ihould  regret  fuch  a  deter- 
**  mination,  becaufe  he  was  perfuaded  that  he 
"  wifhed  well  to  his  fer\^ice ;  and  thus  the  con- 
"  ference  ended."  • 
ftdMay.  The  duke  of  Newcaftk  immediately  re*- 

otHa^  figned,   refufmg  a  penfion,  which  was  offered 
caftkrel    as  the  Only  reward  in  the  power  of  govein- 
%^        ment  to  beftow,  for  his  long  fervices,  and  the 
diminution  of  his  large  ef&te  in  the  uniform 
fupport  of  thfe  houfe  of  Branfwick.      Lord 
iflRiBo^s  Bute  took  his  fituation  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
■»»iftry.    fury;  Mr.  Grenville  was  appointed  fecretary 
of  (late,  and  Sir  Francis  Dafhwood  chancelloi* 
of  the  exchequer. 

•  This  account  is  taken  fioin  a  letter  written  by  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle  to  lord  Hardwicke,  7th  May,  1762. 

Ir 
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Ir  the  fituatiou  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  chap* 
been  fo  defperate  at  this  period,  as  ^t  the  end  ^^. 
of  laft  campaign,  policy  and  juftice  would  have     «76». 
been  equally  repu^ant  to  the  refufal  (tf  his  fub-  eiSJ,^ 
fidy;  but  an  incident  which  human  forefight  empreftoT 
could  not  divine,  and  againft  which  all  the  wif-  *'*^'^ 
dom  of  man  would  have  been  exerted  in  vain, 
had  greatly  meliorated  the  condition  of  Fre- 
derick, and  even  enabled  him  to  retrieve  his 
former  loffes.      This  event  M-^as  the  death  of  5th  ^a. 
Elizabeth  emprefs  of  Ruffia^  one  of  his  moft 
formidable  enemies* 

Hsu  nephew  and  fucceflbr,  Peter  til, '  had,  p^tfrin 
from  motives  of  iealous  policy,  been  kept  at  ^^fki!*!! 
a  difiance  from  toe  courL    His  underftanding  prJ^ 
was  below  mediocrity,  and  his  habits  diflipat- 
ed  and  indolent.     He  had  formed  a  friendly 
attachment  to  the  king  of  PruflTia,  who,  witlv 
his  ufual  addreis,  turned  that  circumftance  to 
preat  advantage.      He  congratulated  Peter  oii 
Sis  acceffion,  and  received  an  anfwer  dictated 
by  the  wannth  of  fmcere  friendlhip :  a  nego-'  j^i^^; 
tiation  was  fpeedily  commenced  between  them, 
and  after  fome  time  a  treaty  of  peace  was  fign- 
ed :  an  alliance  was  afterwards  entered  into,  s^  Mif* 
m  confequence  of  which  the  army  under  Czer-»  fi^^^el 
nichef,  amounting  to  twenty  thoufand  men,  tweenRv(. 
was  transferred  to  the  fervice  of  Frederick. '      ^JSl 

The  refufal  of  Lord  Bute  to  continue  the 
Pnifiian  fubiidyhas  been  feverely  arraigned,  and 
many  falfereprefentations  made  of  his  condu^ 
and  motives.  It  is  afferted  that,  foon  after  the 
acceffion  of  Peter  III,  he  empowered  prince 
Gallitzin,  the  Ruffian  envoy  extraordinary,  to 

t  CBttvret  du  Roi  dr  PrufFe,  vol.  iv.  c.  i$,  Coxe*t  TraVeh  in 
Poiaodj  Rufia,  kc»  vol.  iii.  c.  i.  Life  of  cb«  emprefs  Catherine  II. 
vol.  i.  c.  2. 

inforin 
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CHAF.  inform  his  fovereign  that  whatever  ceffions  he 
,^^    i^'ght  require  frotn  Frederick,  Ensjland  would 
'  «7«».     cnuire  compliance;  and  advifed  the  new  em- 
peror to  keep  the  king  of  Pniflla  in  check,  by 
means  of  the  corps  under  C/cmichef.   Peter, 
the  fame  accounts  add,  indignant  at  this  du- 
plicity, tranfmrtted  the  dilpatch  to  the  king 
of  Pruffia.     It  is  alfo  averred,  that  fnnrlar  over^ 
tures  \rere  made  to  Auftria^  but  foiled  through 
one  of  thofe  refinements  in  policy  which  often 
lead  ftatefmen  into  miftakes.     Kaunitz,  the  Im- 
perial prime  minifter,  apprehending- that  lord 
Bute's  view  in  making  thefe  propofols,  was  to 
:  create  diffentions  betVeen  the  couits  of  Vienna 

and  Verfailles,  haughtily  anfwered,  that  the 
cmjirefs  queen  vra&  fufliciently  powerful  to  do 
jiiftice  to  her  own  claims,  nor  would  flic  de- 
grade her  dignity  by  acceding  to  a  peace  me- 
diated by  England. ' 

Both  thefe  accounts  are  abfolutely  devoid 
of  foundation,  and  moft  probably  originated 
•  '  partly  in  miftake,  and  partly  in  the  refentment 
felt  hy  the  king  of  rruffia  at  the  refirfel  of 
his  fubfidy,  though  in  this  alfo  the  minifter  was 
perfeftly  juftifiable. 

At  tfce  conclufion  of  the  laft  campafgn,  th« 
difadvantageous  •  circumftances  of  Frederick 
were  truly  commiferated  by  the  km^;  audit 
was  refolved  to  afford  him  tne  ufual  luccours. 
The  terms  of  the  former  treaty  were  open  to 
fome  objeftions,  but  the  fubftance  was  not  dif- 
puted.  The  negotiations  on  this  fubjeft  were 
carried  on  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  J7fi^, 
when  war  was  declared  againft  vSpain,  and  the 
jieceffity  of  defending  Portugal  was  forefeen* 

'^  OEuvrw  du  Rgi  du  Fruffc,  obi  fup.    Sec  alfo  Bli^^ry  of  l!ie  latk 
MifJoritv,  c.  f . 

The 
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The  Britifliminiftry then  direaed  Mr.  \ritchell,   CHAps 
envoy  extraordinary,   to  recommend  in  the    \^;^^ 
king  8  name,  that  his  Pruffian  majefty  lliould     176*. 
endeavour  to  commence  a  pacific  negotiation 
with  the  court  of  Vienna :  he  was  defired  ta 
communicate  the  terms  on  which  he  would  be 
willing  to  treat,  with  an  aflurance  of  the  king's 
defire  to  aflift  in  bringing  fo  falutary  a  defign 
to  perfeftion.    The  king  of  Pruflia  was  alfo  re- 
qnefted  to  ftate  the  means  on  which  he  could 
rely,  after  fo  m^ny  misfortunes,  and  fuch  a 
diminution  of  his  power,  for  carrying  on  the 
war,  if  that  were  his  intentioik  This  eclairciife- 
ment,  though  anxioufly  expefted,  was  ftill  re- 
fufed :  tlie  king,  hurt  at  fo  unexpefted  and  fo  Fcimiaiy. 
unjufiifiable  a  filence,  made  his  complaints  on 
the  fttbjeS,  but  ftill  perfevered  in  the  intention 
of  applying  to  parliament,  at  a  proper  time,  fof 
s  renewal  of  the  fubfidy. 

In  this-  interval  the  ne^rs  arrived  of  the  death 
of  Elizabeth,  which  was  fpeedily  followed  by  a 
manifefto  of  Peter, '  in  which  he  txhorted  th? 
kin^  of  Pruffia's  enemies  to  put  a  fpeedy  end 
to  the  war,  and  declared  his  own  refolutfon  of 
reftoring  to  that  prince  all  the  important  con* 
quefts  OT  his  predeceffor.  Still  the  BritifR  mini- 
ftry  waited  for  fuch  a  communication  from  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  as  would  juftify  them,  in  times 
of  foch  extreme  difficulty,  for  applying  to  par- 
liament to  increafe  the  national  burckns  by> 
renewal  of  the  fubfidy ;  and  it  was  not  till  af- 
ter a  lone  term  of  fruitlefe  expeftation,  that 
Mr.  Mitcmell  was  dire6led  to  hold  fiich  Ian-  jthAiwiL 
guage  as  would  prepare  Frederick  for  a  total 
ccflktion  of  pecuniary  fuccour. 

i  DatfidftSthFeUmary. 
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CHAP.  From  the  moment  of  the  acceffion  of  Peter  HI, 
^^  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  maintained  a  referv- 
J7«*-'  ed  and  unfriendly  behaviour  towjtrds  Great 
Britain.  He  clandeftinely  entered  into  a  ne- 
gotiation with  the  Czar ;  the  objefts  of  which 
were  extremely  detrimental  to  the  BritiHi  in- 
terefts,  and  prejudicial  to  the  engagements  of 
this  country  with  Denmark,  'fhe  intention 
of  this  treaty  was,  that  Peter  ihould  guaranty 
to  the  king  of  l^uflia  the  duchy  ot  Silefia; 
in  return  for  which  Frederick  was  to  aifure 
to  him  the  poffeffion  of  Slefwick.  While  this 
pegotiation  was  proceeding,  and  conduced 
with  the  utmoft  fecrecy,  the  king;  of  Pruffi^ 
ftill  dire6led  his  minifters  in  London  to  prefs 
for  a  continuance  of  his  fubfidy,  although  he 
knew  that  the  meafures  in  which  he  was  en* 
gaged,  tended  to  counteraft  the  pacific  inten- 
tions of  the  king,  to  fpread  the  flames  of  war, 
and  increafe  the*  miferies  of  mankind. 

The  refiifal  to  continue  the  fubfidy  was  not 
refolved  on,  till  an  armifl:ice  was  concluded 
between  Pruffia  and  Ruffia,  and  it  was  extreme- 
ly probable  that'  Sweden  would  accede  to  the 
fame  meafure. 

.  Under  fuch  circumftances,  Frederick  had 
no  right,  according  to  his  own  declarations,  to 
expect  from  this  country  any  further  pecuniary 
fupplies.  At  an  early  period  of  the  war,  ^  he  had 
itated  to  Mr,  Mitchell,  who  officially  communi- 
cated the  information  to  lord  Holderneffe,  tlien 
fecretary  of  ftate,  that  if  England  would  only 
engage  to  prevent  his  being  attacked  by  Ruf- 
fia,  he  Ihould  have  fo  little  occafion  for  any 
afliftanCe,  that  he  might  even  be  ready  to  fur- 
nifli  a  body  of  troops  for  the  defence  of  Han- 

k  Jnnc  and  Jul/,  175^* 

over. 
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over.  At* this  period  Great  Britain  had  a  chap, 
powerful  additional  enemy ;  Pruffia  a  new  ^^ 
tod  powerful  friend  :  the  weight  of  Ruflia  and  X7^»» 
Sweden  was  fubducled  from  the  fcale  of  his 
opponents;  that  of  Spain  was  added  to  ours: 
Frederick  had  Pomerania  and  Brandenbourg, 
which  were  no  longer  in  danger,  to  defend, 
befides  Saxony  and  Silefia;  Lngland  had  to 
maintain  a  moft  extenfive  war  in  Germany, 
and  to  provide  for  another  in  Portugal  This 
comparifon  could  not  efcape  the  obfervation 
of  the  king  of  PrufTia^  nor  could  he  reafonably 
exped  that^  withoiit  a  certainty  of  its  being  ap- 
plied toM'ards  leffening  the  obieds  of  war,  it 
was  poffible  to  propofe  the  fubfidy  to  parliament 
with  any  hopes  or  fuccefs. 

The  accufations  alleged  againft  the  Britilh 
minifter,  refpecting  clandcftine  negotiations 
with  the  emperor  of  Ruffia,  and  the  emprefs 
queen,  are  founded  either  in  total  miftake,  or 
wilful  mifreprefentation.  Frederick,  at  the  time, 
complained  to  the  king  of  the  reports  which 
had  reached  him  on  the  fubjeO; ;  and  although 
his  majefty  did  not  think  it  fuitabje,  either  to 
his  own  dignity  or  that  of  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
to  enter  perfonally  into  fuch  altercations,  he 
pemiitted  lord  Bute  to  explain  the  fads,  and  fet 
tlicni  in  their  true  light. 

In  a  difpatch,  written  to  Mr.  Mitchell  for  aSthMay. 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  being  communicated  to 
co^mt  Finkenftein,  the  Pruflian  prime-mini- 
fter,  lord  Bute  terms  the  report  of  his  en- 
deavouring to  enter  into  a  feparate  treaty 
with  Auftria,  as  a  groundlefs  and  ihameful 
falfehood,  tranfmitted  to  the  king  from  his 
minifters  in  England.  This  explicit  and 
ftrenuous  difavowal,  communicated  direftly 
from  the  prime-minifter  of  England  to  Pruflia, 

VOL.  !•  G  was 
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CHAP,  was  amply  futficient  to  deftroy  the  credibilify 

^;^^  of  unauthenticatedhearfays,  which  formed  the 

»7«».     only  grdund  of  the  fufpicion  then  entertained, 

and  fince  perpetuated  by  the  publication  of 

^t'rederick's  pofthumous  works. 

With  rd")>c6l  to  his  fuppofed  intimations  to 
prince  Gallitzin,  lord  Bute  explains  himfclf 
more  amply,  and  in  a  manner  abundantly  fatis- 
fa6^ory :  he  declares  the  repoits  which  reach- 
ed the  king  of  Pruflia  from  the  Ruffian  envoy, 
to  be  in  no  refpe6l  conformable  to  the  fenti- 
inents  he  had  imparted;  and  he  imputes  the 
inifreprefcntation  either  to  miftake,  failure  of 
memory,  or  to  the  known  attachment  of  the 
prince  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  which  might 
induce  him  to  give  fuch  a  turn  to  his  relation 
of  lord  Bute's  difcourfe,  as  he  might  think  moft 
likely  to  ferve  that  iutereft. 

Mr.  Keith,  Britilli  minifter  at  Peterfburg, 
judged,  from  the  particular  coldnefs  of  the 
Czar,  and  from  hints  which  he  dropped,  that 
fomething  written  by  prince  Gallitzin  refpedl- 
ing  the  king's  difpolition  towards  Frederick, 
liad  given  him  offence.  The  Ruffian  monarch 
probably  communicated  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived from  Gallitzin  to  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
who  had  been  befoi-e  difpofed,  by  the  malig- 
naut  and  mifchievous  inlinuations  of  his  mini- 
Iters,  to  give  it,  however  incredible,  implicit 
.belief 

But,  at  the  time  of  his  interview  with  prince 
Gallitzin,  lord  Bute  had  before  hi'm  his  firft 
<lifpatch  to  Mr.  Keith,  after  the  death  of  tlie 
emprefs  :  his  difcourfe  with  the  envoy  was  per- 
fectly conformable  to  that  difpatcli,  which  con- 
tained the  king's  own  fentiments.  Inftead  of 
.advifing  the  Czar  to  continue  his  troops  upon 
the  king  of  Pruffia-s  territories,  the  king  there 

exprefled 
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expreffed  particular  pleafure  and  fatisfa&ion  in  CHAP, 
the  orders  given  to  thofe  troops   to  advance  y^^ 
no  further,  to  abftain  from  hoftilities,  and  to     «7^»» 
accept  an  armiftice  if  offered :  far  from  dellr-  , 
ing  that  the  court  of  Ruflia  ihould  prefer  an 
Aiiftrian  to  a  Pruifian  alliance,  Mr.  Keith  was 
direded  to  execute  himfelf  certain  inftrudions 
fent  him  by  Frederick,  vhich  were  not  favour- 
able to  the  emprefs  queen. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  might  probably  take 
umbrage  at  the  firong  preference  given  in 
tliat  difpatch  to  pacific  meafures,  and  at  the 
reftridion  laid  on  Mr.  Keith  from  concurring 
in  any  propofal  tending  to  protrad;  the  war : 
this  however  was  no  fecret  inilru6iion ;  for  Mr. 
Mitchell  was  dire&ed  to  make  the  fame  de- 
claration, and  fhape  his  condu6t  by  the  fame 
rule. 

Foe  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  king  of  Pruffia 
on  this  point,  lord  Bute  tranfmitted  to  Mr. 
Mitchell,  in  extenfOy  every  word  in  the  dif- 
•patch  to  Mr.  Keith  relating  to  the  general 
affairs  of  Eufope,  or  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  in 
particular.  He  forcibly  difplayed  the  extreme 
improbability  of  his  holding  to  the  Ruffian 
miniiler  a  language,  not  merely  different,  but 
abfolutely  contiadiftory  to  the  orders  he  had 
juft  fent  from  the  king  to  his  own  minifler 
at  that  court ;  and  that  with  thofe  very  orders 
in  his  hand,  he  ihould  declare,  or  even  infinuate, 
that  his  majefty's  fentiments  were  diametrically 
oppoiite.  * 

B£siD£8  the  advantageous  change  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  politics  of  Ruffia, 
feme  other  circumftances  contributed  to 
reftore  tlie  aflFairs  ^f  Frederick.    The  emprefs 

•  <  From  two  dirpatche^from  tord  Bute  to  Mr.  afterwards  Sir 
Aiidr^f  Mttchellj  dated  9th  April  and  a6th  Mayt  176a. 
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c  if  AP.  queen,  confident  of  being  able  to  achieve  all  her 
\J^^    ptxycfts,    and   infti gated  by  a  fpirit  of  parfi*' 
i7^*«     tnony,  never  fafely  indulged  in  war,  difmified  • 
7th  Mar*    twenty  thoufand  .of  her  troops.    The  king  of 
Pruflia  alfo  agreed  to  a  ceffation  of  arms  Mith 
Sweden "" ;  and,  being  thus  difembarraffed,  was 
enabled  to    enter  on   the    campaign  with  a 
change  in  the  fcale  of  forces,   amounting  to 
fixty  thoufand  men,  in  his  favour;  a  greateF 
advantage,   as  he  hirafelf  obferves,  than    he 
could  have  derived  from  gaining  three  pitched 
battles.  ■ 
Revolution      Under  thefe  favourable  circumftances,  Fre- 
inRuflia.   dcrick  began  his  operations  in  Silefia;  but,  be* 
fore  he  had  niade  any  confiderable  progrefs, 
another  revolution  in  Ruffia  deprived  him,  ia 
part,  of  the  benefits  he€xpe6ted  to  derive  from 
the  fortunate  turn  in  his  aifairs.     The  new  em- 
peror, fafcinatcd  with  the  character  of  his  friend 
the  king  of  Prullia,  and  impelled  by  an  abfurd 
inftinft  df  imitation,  made  him  his  model  in 
every  particular.      Not  content  with  joining 
him  in  war,  he  introduced  the  Pruilian  difci- 
pline  into  his  army,  and  the  Prufllan,  or,-as  it 
is  called,    Frederician  Code  into  his  fenate. 
He  was  obftinately  bent  on  a  war  with  Den- 
mark ;  attacked  the  property  of  the  clergy;  and 
formed  a  project  for  repudiating  his '  confort, 
man-yirig  his  miftrefs,    and  declaring  his  fon 
illegitimate.  **     Thefe  afls  rendered  him  highly 
im]X)pular  j  and  felf-prefeiTation,  as  well  as  am- 
bition,   ftimulated  Catherine  to  a  timely  atid 
vigorous  exertion.    The  feeble  charadler  of  the 

»  ^e^ce  tras  Concluded  the  22d  May* 
"  CEuvres  du  Roi  de  Prufi&ubi  fup* 

•  See  Coxe's  Travels  in  Ruffia,  &c.  vol.  Hi.  c.  i.  which  Contains 
the  earlied  and  moll  authentic  account,  of  this  revolution. 

^  -  emperor 
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emperor  faciliated  her  defies ;  his  great  projects  CHAP, 
required  talents  for  their  execution,    which    vj[^^ 
•faa  did  not  poffefs:  a  confpiracy  was  formed     i?^* 
againft  him  ;  he  was  depofed,  figned  an  abjedl  loth  July. 
inftrument  of  abdication;  was  imprifoned,  treat- 
ed with  negle6l  and  harllmefs,  and  at  length, 
if  we  may  believe  an  uncoqtradicled  report,  i7t!u 
privately  aflaflinatpd. ' 

The  king  of  Pruflia  expefted  this  revolution 
to  be  highly  prejudicial  to  his  affairs,  and  that 
Catherine  would  entertain  an  hatred  againll 
him,  proportioned  to  the  friendll)ip  of  Peter : 
hut  that  princefs  Ihewed  nolyniptoms  of  a  vin- 
dictive difpofition;    on  the  contrary,  finding 
from  the  correfpondence  which  came  to  her 
hands  after  her  huiband  s  dethronement,  that 
Frederick  had  ever  oppofed  his  rage  for  re- 
tbrmation,  and  counfelled  him  to  treat  his  con- 
fort  with  due  tendeniefs,  ihe  was  fenlibly  af- 
fefited.      It  was  not  confiftent  with  her  policy 
to  excite  difguft  in  her  fubjeQs,  by  compelling 
them  to  ferve  on  the  oppofite  fide  to  that  on 
which  they  had  been  fo  many  years  engaged  j 
or  to  give  offence  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Verfailles.     She  therefore  withdrew  the  Ruflian 
SUixiliai'ies   from  the  king  of  Pruifia's  army, 
but  reftored  the  conquefts  wliich  had  been 
made  by  Elizabeth,    and    contented   herfelf 
with   oWerring  a  prudent  neutrality.      Pre-  9th  oa. 
derick,  though   deprived    of  this    affiflance,  Vp^^^^ 
made  a  fucceisful  campaign,  recoveied  the  for-  reta£t  "* 
trefs  of  Schweidnitz,  and  convinced  his  ene-  Schwtki. 


I»U. 


Eipprel»  Uathenne  U,  voJ.  i.  c.  z,  HlRoxy  of 
cHe  Revolution  in  RuiTia  by  M.  d;:  Rulhiere.— It  is  to  be  obfcrvcd 
of  this  unfortunate  prince,  that  although  bis  imprudence,  levity,  and 
pu£llanimit7»  eq^pofed  hini  to  cenfure  and  contempt,  he  poiiefred 
many  amUbie  qualities,  and  rendered  Tome  encntial  ier vices  to  hit 
countsy. 
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CHAP,  mics  that  their  projefl;  of  deftroying  him  was 

j^^    not  advanced  by  all  their  exertions. ' 
»7j»-         The  campaign  of  the  allied  annies  under 

taken*  prince  Ferdinand,  and  the  niaiquis  of  Granby, 
was  brilliant  and  fuccefsful:  they  fucceeded 
in  preventing  the  French  from  obtaining  pof- 
feflion  of  Hanover,    and  tobk  from  them  the 

7th  Nov.    cityofCaffel. 

Expedition      A  continuance  of  the  war  produced  no  be^ 

l§altinico.  ^^^*  *^  France ;  the  vigour  with  which  hofti-. 
lities  were  carried  on,  llie>ved  that  the  minifter, 
who  ardently  defired  peace,  was  fenfible  that  it 
could  be  effectually  obtained  only  by  fuccefs 
ii;i  the  field.  A  formidable  land  force  of  twelve 
thoufand  men,  under  the  command  of  general 
Monckton,  with  a  fleet  of  eighteen  fhips  of 
the  line,  befides  frigates  and  inferior  veffels, 

5th.  Jan.  under  rear-admiral  Rodney,  was  equipped  for 
the  attack  of  Mailinico,  the  chief  of  the  French 
leeward  iflands,  the  refidence  of  the  governor- 
general,  and  the  fovereign  council.     Thtf  fleet 

sth.  anchored  in  St.  Anne's  Bay;  where  the  Raifonn 

nable  man  of  war  was  loft,  through  the  unflciK 
fulnefs  of  the  pilot.  This  place  being  deemed 
improper  for  a  difembarkation,  two  brigades 

ifith.  landed  at  the  bay  of  Petite  Aufe,  and  the  reft 
of  the  army  at  a  creek  called  Cas  des  Navries, 
without  lots.  The  ifland  was  defended  by  few 
regular  troops,  but  had  a  numerous  and  well 
armed  militia,  and  was  in  itfelf  a  natural  for-i 
tification,  from  the  number  of  ravines  and  ri-s 
vulets  with  which  it  was  interfered;  and  the 
French,  with  great  judgment,  pofted  guards 
and  erefted  batteries  to  impede  the  progrefe  of 
invafion.  The  general  refblved  to  befiege  thq 
town  of  Fort  Royal,  but  found  himfelf  under 

t  CBnrret  du  Roi  de  Prufle,  vol.  iv.  c.  i5. 
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the  ncceffity  of  attacking  two  eminences,  call-  chap, 
ed   Morne  Tortenfon,    and   Morne    Garnier.    ^;^ 
Tortenfon  was  aflailed   with  irrefiftible  impe-     »7^». 
tuofity,  and,  though  defended  with  fpirit  and  14th- 
pertinacity,  finally  captured.     The  greater  dif- 
ficulty remained  in  Morne  Garnier,  which  was 
equally  ftrong,  much  higher,  and  overlooked 
and  commanded  the  other.     Three  days  were 
neceffary  to  make  the  difpofitions  for  the  af- 
iault;  but  while  they  were  fo  employed,  the 
enemy  made  a  furious  fally,  and  attacked  the 
En^Iiih  in  their  out-pofts  :  they  were  received 
witn  great  bravery,  and  not  only  repulfed,  but 
the  party  attacked  became  alfailants  in  their 
turn,  paffed  the  ravines,  fcaled  the  hill,  feized 
the  batteries,  and  obtained  complete  poffeffion 
of  Morne  Garnier.     The  pofitions  which  com- 
manded Fort  Royal  being  thus  obtained,  the 
enemy  waited  only  till   the  batteries  againil  4*  Peb. 
them  were  coitipleted,to  capitulate.    St.  Pierre, 
the  capital  of  the  ifland,  was  ftill  in  the  pofleffion 
of  the  French,  and  from  its  natural  and  arti- 
ficial means  of  defence,  might  have  made  a 
long  refiftance;  but  the  enemy  was  intimidated, 
and  as    general  Monckton  was  preparing  to 
embark  with  his  troops  for  the  attack  ot  the 
capital,  the  whole  ifland  furrcndered  by  capi-  lath, 
tulation. ' 

The  capture  of  Martinico  was  fpeedily  fol-  Capture  of 
lowed  by  all  its  dependencies;  Grenade^  and  ^^^^^9  , 
the  Grenadines,    Tobaj^o,   St.  Lucie,  and  St.  4th  Mar. 
Vincent,  immediately  furrendered  :  and  thus 
the  whole  property  of  the  Charibbee  Ifl.ands 
centered  in  Great  Britain.  • 

'  The  thanks  of  parliament  were  voted  to  the  commanden  on  this 
expedition.    Secdebatesy  6th  May,  176a. 

«  Beatibn^s  NaTal  and  Military  Memoirs,  vol,  ill.  p.   149   to 
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To  counterbalance  thefe  advantages,  France 
made  only  one  temporary  conqueft.  A  fqua-. 
dron  under  IVL  de  Tournay  efcaped  from  Breft 
in  a  fog,  failed  to  Newfoundland,  entered  the 
Bay  of  Bulls,  and  captured  the  town  of  St 
John's,  where  they  took  prifoners  a  company 
of  foldiers  who  conftituted  the  garrifon,  cap- 
tured a  (loop  of  war  and  fevcral  other  veffels, 
deftroyed  many  ftages  for  curing  cod,  and  di4 
confiderable  damage.  Orders  were  innnedi- 
ately  iflTued  for  fitting  out  a  fquadron  to  recon-^. 
quer  this  place, .  but  the  efieft  was  anticipated 
by  the  vigilance  of  Sir  Jcffery  Amherft :  he  dif- 
patched  lord  Colville  and  colonel  Amherft 
from  Hallifax,  who  immediately  expelled  the 
invaders. ' 

When  Spain  was  induced  to  enter  into  the 
war,  the  projeft  of  a  fuccjefsful  attack  on  Por- 
tugal, was  a  confolation  for  the  lofles  flie  might 
expefl  to  fuftain  in  other  quarters.  Portugal 
appeared  intirely  helplefs  and  diilrafted;  the 
feeblenefs  of  its  government,  the  effects  of  bi- 
gotrv,  the  melancholy  remains  of  a  dangerous 
conlpiracy,  and  the  horrors  of  a  recent  earth- 
quake, all  contributed  to  render  this  unhappy 
kingdom  an  object  of  generous  compaflion,  ra- 
ther than  of  unprovoked  a^greffion. 

The  vicinity  of  the  Spanifli  troops  to  the 
frontier,  gave  them  great  advantages:  they 
palTed  the  boundary  before  war  was  declared, 
and  an  army,  commanded  by  the  marquis  de 
Sarria,  laid  fiege  to  the  town  of  Miranda.  A 
powder  magazine  blew  up  by  accident,  and,  be- 
fides  deftroying  five  hundred  of  the  garrifon, 
made  fuch  breaches  in  the  wall,  that  the  Spani- 
.  ards  marched  in  Avithout  difficulty,  before  they 

*  Beatibn^s  Naval  and  Military  Memoirs,  vol.  iil.  p.  204. 
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had  raifed  their  firft  battery.    The  city  of  Bra-j  ^H AP* 
ganza    furrendered  without  refiftance:    Monr  ^^^. 
corvo  was  taken  with  equal  facility ;  and,  on     i76*f 
the  approach  of  count  O'Reilley,  the  cit)%of  ^^^^' 
Chaves  Avas  evacuated.     Thus  Spain  ovei>ran  H^J»- . 
alnioft  the  whole  province  of  Tra  los  Months, 
and  Oporto  was  confidered  in  fo  much  danger, 
that  the  Britiih  admiral  was  preparing  to  carry 
oiF  the  factory,     The  Spanilh  army,  however, 
in  attempting  to  crofs  the  Douro,  were  oppof- 
ed  by  the  peafantry,  and  compelled  to  retire  to 
Torre  de  Moncorvo. " 

A  SECOND  body  of  Spaniards  entered  the 
province  of  lieira,  at  the  villages  of  ValdeMula 
and  Val  de  Coelha,  and  being  joined  by  ilrong 
detachments  from  the  divifion  in  Tra  los  Mon-  as*  J^'y- 
tes,  laid  fiege  to  Almeida,  which,  after  an  ho- 
nourable refiftance,  capitulated  on  favourable  •*^^^'^"^' 
terms. 

The  troops  which  arrived  from  Great  Bri-  Arrival  of 
tain  for  the  fuccour  of  Portugal,  Mere  com-/^*^^*^^^'^ 
manded  by  lord  Tyrawley  (who  alfo  aded  as  '^ 
embaflador),  the  earl  of  Loudon,  *  lieiitenant- 
general    Townfend,    and     under    them    lord 
George  -Lenox,  and  brigadiers  Crawford  and 
Burgoyne.       They  amounted   only  to   eight 
ihoufand,  and  were  ill  feconded  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  could  not  eafily  conquer  their 
bigoted  averfion  to  heretics.     Lord  Tyrawley, 
incenfed   at  the  apparent  infincerity  of  the 
court  of  Lifbon,  retired  in  difguft,  declaring, 
without  referve,  that  the  war  between  Spain 

«  In  this  a6lion  the  king  of  Spain  accufes  the  Portugnefe  of  having 
cmelly  maimed  and  nrutilated  nis  fubje^ls,— -conduct  which  was  at- 
terwards  fererely  revenged.  See  the  king  of  Spain^s  maoifefto, 
»5th  June. 

X  The  ^arl  of  Loudon,  who  wai  appointed  fecond  in  command, 
attended  the  troops  frop  England  5  lord  Tyrawley  had  prevtoufly 

arrived. 

and 
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CHAP,    and  Portugal  was  a  mere  coUufion  to  dupe  the 
^^;^    Britifli  government.     Fortunately,  at  this  pe- 
J7<^»-     riod,  the  command  of  the  Portuguefe  foices 
was  given  to  the  count  de  la  Lippe  Buckbourg, 
an  a6live  and  intelligent  officer,  who  had  com- 
manded the  artillery  of  the  Britiih   anny  in 
Weftphalia  during   the  prefent  war,  and  was 
exempt  from  all  participation    in  the  feuds 
which  occafioned  the  retreat  of  lord  Tyrawley. 
The  count  and  the  earl  of  I^udon  began  their 
operations  without  delay,  againft  a  third  de- 
tachment of  Spaniards,  who  were  preparing  to 
'  enter  Portugal, 
General  lyARGE  magazines  of  flour  and  forage  were 

BttTgoync   fuppofed  to  be  colle6ted  at  Valencia  d'Alcan- 
^od»«  *'   ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  frontiers  of  Portugal.     The  attack 
of  iJiis  town  was  entrufted  to  brigadier  Bur^ 
goyne,  who  having  collefted  a  fufficient  force, 
proceeded  in  the  intention  of  furprifmg  the 
place :  in  this  he  was  difappointed,  by  not  be- 
ing able  to  make  his  approaches  before  day- 
f  7th  Aug.  light,  but  he  carried  the  town  by  a  vigorous 
coup  de  main,  with  incon(iderable  lofs,  taking 
0.  Spanifh  major-general,   upwards  of  t^^'enty 
oflicers,  fifty-nine  foldiers,  three  pair  of  co- 
lours, and  a  great  quantity  of  arms  and  am- 
munition.     Ho  levied  ^  contribution  amount- 
ing to  the  fum  of  the  king's  revenue  for  one 
year,  in  confideration  of  fparing  the  churches 
and  convents,  and  brought  away  hoftagcs  for 
the  care  of  the  wounded,  and  the  due  pay^ 
fnent  of  the  ftipulatcd  fum. 
And  beats       TiiE  army  under  the  conde  d'Aranda,  hav- 
ttpthcene.  jng  left  garrifons  in  Almeida  and  Caftel  Ro- 
uJsat'vriia  derigo,  marched   to  Caftel    Branco,    forcing 
VcJha.       la  Lippe  to  retreat,  and  intending  to  crofs  the 
Tagus  at  Villa  Velha.     It  was  of  the  utmpft 
importance  to  counterafl;  this  attempt,   and 

prevent 
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prevent  their  forcing  a  paflage  through  the  chap^ 
mountains.     Count  de  St.  J  ago  occupied  the   ^J[^ 
pais  of  Alvito,  deemed  impregnable,  and  Bur-     i76i* 
goyne  was  encamped  on  the  louthern  bank  of 
the  Tagus,    over  againfl  Villa  Velha.      The 
enemy  placed  fix  tlioufand  men  in  front  of  the  ift  Oft, 
count  St,.  Jago,    attacked  the  old   Moorifli 
^flle  of  Villa  Velha  on  his  right,  and  aflaulted 
a  poft  on  his  left  at  the  defile  of  St.  Simon, 
Burgoyne  for  fome  days  protected  the  caftle 
by  his  cannon  acrofs  the  river ;  but  it  was  at 
length  taken,  St.  Simon  was  reduced,  and  the 
enemy  obtained  podeffion  of  the  pafles  of  the 
mountains.     Perceiving  the  danger  in  which 
St.  Jago  was  placed  by  thofe  fucceffes,  la  Lippe 
ordered  him  to  retire,  and   lord  Loudon  was 
direded  to    advance  through  the  mountains 
to  proteft  the    retreat.       The  enemy  pene- 
trating into  this  intention,  detached  a  ftrong 
body  over  the  river  Alvito,  to  harrafs  lord  Lou- 
don's rear.     This  eil'ort  weakened  their  corps 
at  Villa  Velha  fo  much,  that  Burojoyne  was  en- 
pouraged  to  attempt  beating  up  their  quarters : 
the  enterprize  was  judicioufly  conceived,  and 
boldly  executed ;   colonel  Lee  palfed  the  Ta-  ^^  q^ 
gus  in  the  night,  aud  whjle  the  Spaniards  were 
amufed  by  a  feint  in  front,  entered  their  en- 
campment unperceived,  and  routed  thpm  with 
great  fl^ugbter;   moft  of  the  Spaniflx  officers 
were  killed,  the  magazines  deftroyed,  and  fomq 
prifoners  taken,  befides  a  valuable  booty.    Not- 
withftanding   this  iuccefs,  la   Lippe  found  it 
impoffible  to  defend  the  pafles,  and  therefore 
dflembled  his  forcesi  a^  Macao;  but  the  Spa-  Retrcatof 
niards,  fruftrated  in  alj  their  endeavours  to  theSpani. 
profs  the  Tagus,  partly  bv  the  vigilance  of  *'^^*' 
Ja  Lippe,  and  partly  by  the  heavy  rains,  evacu- 
ated tne  province  pf  Jiftremadura,  where  they 

could 
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CHAP,   could    not  maintain    themfelves    during  the 
,^;,^  t^^inter.  They  difmantled  the  caftle  of  Ameida, 
'  1761-      caftle  Roderigo,  and  caftle  Borri:  and  tjius  ter- 
minated a  campaign,  from  which  they  derived 
neither  honour  nor  advantage. 
Expedition      In  Other  quarters  their  illrfortune  was  ftill 
*g»»«ft^«  more  confpicuous.     The  Britifh  miniftry  deter- 
*^*^*      •  mined,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  Avith  Spain, 
to  ftrike  terror  by  vigorous  and  eftbaual  opera- 
tions:  difdaining,   therefore,   all  attempts  at 
fubordinate  acquifition,  they  meditated  a  con- 
queft  of  the  greateft  importance  in  itfeif,  and 
the  moft  extenfive  effect  in  its  confequences ; 
this  was  the  reduction  of  the  Havannah,  the 
.  principal  town  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  where  the 
Spanilh  galleons  and  the  flota  aflemble  before 
they  finally  fail  for  Europe.     The  preparations 
fh  Mar.    were  commenfurate  to  the  objeft :  a  confider-? 
able  fleet  failed  from  Portfmouth,  under  the 
command    of  admiral    Pococke,    having   on 
board  ten  thoufahd  men,  commanded  by  lordt 
Albemarle,  the  friend  and  pupil  of  the  duke 
S  of  Cumberland.     They  were  jofned,  off  Cape 
»7thMay.   Nicola,  by  part  of  the  fleet  which  had  been  fo 
fuccefsful  in  the  operations  againft  Martinico, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  James  Douglas. 
Thus  united,  they  confiUed  of  nineteen  fail  of 
the  line^  eighteen  fmaller  fliips  of  war,    and 
near  a  hundred  and  fifty  tranfports.     To  avoid 
the  tcdioufnefs  of  the  common  vojage,  the  ad- 
miral refolved  to  explore  a  perilous  way  through 
the  old  ftraights  of  Bahama,  a  navrow  palTage 
of  nearfeven  hundred  miles  in  length,  bound- 
ed on  both  fideis  by  dangerous  fands  and  flioals ! 
his  in^iepidity  and  Judicious  conduct  were  re-? 
warded  with  complete  fuccefs ;  he  made  good 
his  attempt  without  the  flighted  accident,  and 
5th  June,    arrived  before  the  Havannah- 

Thougu 
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Though  no  immediate  attack  was  expe6led,  chap^ 
yet  the  town  was  of  fufficient  ftreiigth,  both  yj^^ 
from  art  and  nature,  to  make  a  vigorous  refift-  ^fficu.tie« 
ance.  By  favour  of  a  judicious  feint,  the  ^th^juiS^ 
troops  were  landed  without  lofe  or  oppofition* 
They  were  divided  into  two  corps ;  one,  under 
the  command  of  general  Elliott,  advanced  % 
coniiderable  way  into  the  country  j  the  other, 
under  general  Ijieppel,  was  employed  in  befieg- 
ing  the  Moro,  a  fort  which  commanded  the 
town,  and  the  entrance  into  the  lurbour.  The 
difficulties  attending  this  operation  were  deem- 
ed infurmountable.  Tlve  earth  was  fo  thin  that 
the  befiegers  could  not  cover  their  approaches 
without  the  affiftance  of  bags  of  cotton,  fonn^ 
ing  part  of  the  cargo  of  ibme  fliips  brought 
from  Jamaica  by  Sir  James  Douglas.  Tliere 
was  no  fpring  or  river  in  the  vicinity ;  tl^ie 
fupply  of  water  from  the  country  was  preca*- 
rious  and  fcanty,  and  they  were  obliged  princir 
pally  to  depend  on  the  Shipping.  The  labour 
of  cutting  roads  for  communication  through 
the  woods,  and  drawing  the  artillery  was  fo 
exceffive,  that  many  dropped  down  dead  with 
&t]pie.  But  every  thing  yielded  to  vigorous 
perlcverance ;  batteries  were  raifed  to  ^flail  the 
Moro  and  dipping;  the  Spaniards,  fifteen  i^tii^ 
thoufand  in  number,  were  repulfed  in  arefo- 
lute  fally ;  and  three  Britiih  m0n  of  war  brought 
their  guns  to  bear  on  the  Moro.  Thefe  efforts 
did  not  make  the  expected  impreflQon:  the  men 
of  war  fufrained  great  injury  from  the  fire  of 
the  fort ;  the  capital  battery,  which  was  made  3^  j^i^- 
of  wood,  took  fire,  and  was  totally  confumed;^ 
half  the  army,  and  three  thoufand  teamen,  were 
ill  from  the  jcffed  of  the  climate,  from  fatigue 
and  fcarcity-of  provifions  and  water ;  the  hur- 
ricane leafon  wad  rapidly  approfiching,  and  a 

rein-. 
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CHAP,  reinforcement  of  four  thoufand  men  expe9e<l 
^^    from  North  America,  did  not  arrive.     Still  no 
.   «t6«-     murmur,    no  relaxation  of  exertiofn  was  ob- 
ferV-ed  in  this  army  of  heroes,  and  the  feamen 
.  sotKi         acted  in  cordial   unifon.     A  lodgment  was  at 
^»i*          length  made  in  the  covered  way ;  a  body  of 
twelve  thoufand  men,  who  attempted  to  drive 
the  befiegers  from  their  works,  was  repulfed ; 
ttth.        part  of  the  fiiccours  from  America  arrived ;  the 
loth-        mines  were  fprang ;  and  the  breach  in  the  avails 
TheMbro  being  deemed  praAicable,  though  difficulty  or- 
A^BMci.     ders  were   immediately  given   to    florm  the 
fort.     This  dangerous  enterprize  was  baited 
by  the  Britifli  iia  a  termination  of  their  la- 
bours ;  they  mounted  with  intrepid  gallantry, 
and,  after  a  il)ort  but  warm  conteft,  drove  the 
enemy  from  every  part  of  the  ramparts :  they 
then  formed  with  coolnefs  and  refolution ;  the 
'Spaniards  fied  on  all  lides;  four  hundred  were 
tilled  and  drowned,  and  as  many  laid  down 
their  arms.     The  /narquis  de  Gonzales,  who 
was  fecond  in  command,  fell  in  making  brav^ 
but  ineffe^lual  efforts  to  rally  the  troops.   Don 
Lewis  de  Velafco,  the  governor,  to  whole  va- 
lour the  long  defence  of  the  fort  was  princi- 
pally due,  collefted  a  hundred  men  in  an  en- 
trenchment which  he  formed  round  the  co- 
lours, refolved  to  defend  them  to  the  laft  extre- 
mity. He  faw  his  little  band  flaughtered  or  dif- 
perled,  and  was  himfclf  killed  by  a  random 
Ihot,  while  offering  his  fword  to  the  viilors. 
The  humanity  which  ever  attends  true  courage, 
fvmpathized  in  this  deplorable  cataftrophe  of  a 
High  fpirited  enemy. 
Capture  of      The  Moro  being  thus  reduced,  and  a  fecond 
the  town,    clivifion  of  the  troops  from  America  arrived, 
2.1.  \iH,     ^^^y  works  were  begun  for  the  attack  of  the 
2otk.        town.  .  luord  Albemarle  fummoned  the  go- 
vernor 
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Veraor  to  furrender,  but  being  anfwered  by  a  c  AP. 
civil  though  firm  refufal,  opened  his  batteries  ^)![^ 
with  fuch  effeft,  that  flags  of  truce  foon  appear^     i7*»- 
ed  on  every  fide.    A  capitulation  was  entered 
into,  by  which  the  Havannah,  with  a  diftrift  of 
a  hundred  and  eighty  miles  weft  ward,  was  ceded 
to  the  conquerors.     The  fleet,  which  alfo  fell 
into  the  power  of  England,  confilted  of  nine 
fliips  of  the  line,  and  four  frigates ;  and  the  trea- 
fure  in  ready  money,  tobacco,  and  other  valu- 
able merchandize,   belonging  to  the  king  of 
Spain,  was  efiimated  at  three  millions  fterlmg. 
The  garrifon,  reduced  to  feven  hundred,  was 
allowed  the  honours  of  war,  and  a  fafe  convey- 
ance to  Spain.  ^ 

Is  another  quarter  of  the  globe,  the  Spaniih  E«peditJo« 
wealth  was  expofed  to  an  attack  no  lefs  hazard-  •gainitth« 
ousand  fuccefsful  than  that  of  the  Havannah.  ^^'"^ 
All  expedition  was  difpatched  from  Madras 
againil  Luconia,  the'principal  of  the  Philippine 
Ifles.     The  land  troops,  compofed   chiefly  of 
Indians,  confifted  of  two  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred men,  under  the  command  of  brigadier- 
general    Draper;  the  naval   force  of  eleven 
Ihips,  forming  part  of  admiral  Comiih's  fqua-  a^th  Sept. 
dron.     The  troops  eflfefted  a  landing  without 
lofs,  though  not  without  oppofition,  and  com- 
menced vigorous  operations  againft  the  town. 
Their  ftrength  was  inadequate  to  the  extent 
of  the  enterprize ;  but  their  gallantry  made 
amends  for  every  deficiency,  and  in  fpite  of 
a  violent  ftorm,    which    threatened  deftruc- 
tion  to  the  fleet,   they  completed  their  bat-  i ft  and  %^ 
teries,  finiihed  a  parallel  and  communication,  oaobcr. 
and  eflabliihed  a  place  of  arms.     A  ftrong  ^th. 
body  of  Indians  in  the  fervice  of  the  garrifon, 

f  BotfonVlIaval  and  Military  Memolrt^  toI.  iii.  p.  170. 

made 


J)(J  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAf.  made  afally,  and  fought  with  incredible  fero- 
^;^    city ;  they  were  repulfed  by  the  fteaidy  valour 
■764.      of  the  befiegers,  and  many  died,  gnawing,  like 
wild  beafts,  the  bayonets  with  which  they  were 
transfixed.     A  breach  Mas  at  length  effeAed* 
and  the  garrifon,  inftead  of  endeavouring  ta 
repair  the  works,  refigncd  to  a  fullen  defpair, 
^thOft.     awaited  the  cv-ent.     Is  6  propofal  to  capitulate 
SmuS.^*^  being  made,  the'town  was  fuccefsfully  ftormed, 
and  for  fome  hours  unavoidably  expofed  to  the 
licentioufnefs  of  the  military.     The  archbifliop 
and  governor,  with  the  magiftrates,  retired  in- 
to the  citadel,  which,  being  in  no  condition  of 
defence,  they  were  foon  obliged  to  furrender 
at  difcretion;  a  capitulation  was,  after  fome 
objeftions,  agreed  to,  by  which  the  town  of  Ma* 
ni|la  and  port  of  Cavite,  Arith  feveral  fliips  and 
a  large  qiuintity  of  military  ftores,  were  lurren- 
dered  to  the  king,  and  four  millions  of  dollars 
covenanted  to  be  paid  as  a  ranfom  for  the  pri- 
vate property  in  the  town.      Thi$  important 
conqueft  m  as  achieved  with  little  lofs.  * 
Capture  ttf      In  coufequcuce  of  information  contained  in 
thcSantif.  f^^^^  letters,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
dad!  ""    vidors,  captain^  Parker  and  King,  in  the  Pan- 
ther, afliip  of  the  line,  and  the  Argo  fri^te, 
Mere  difpatchcd  to  intercept  the  galleon  Phi- 
3otli.         lippina.     Inftead  of  the  expelled  prize,  they 
captured    the    Santiflima  Trinidad  Acapulco 
lliip,  with  a  cargo  valued  at  three  millions  of 
dollars.  , 

Ca  tort  of      These  important  conquefts,  bv  which  the 
,theHcc-     refources  of  Spain  were  effeftually  deftroyed 
m'vwu       in  lefs  than  ten  montlis  after  the  declajation  of 
war,  left  her  in  no  condition  to  attempt  re- 
trieving the  aifairs  of  France.     Even  the  hope 

>  Beatfon**  Naval  and  MiUtary  Memoirs,  vol.  ilL  p.  i3x». 
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«f  an  immediate  fupply  of  fpecie  was  fruftrat-  chap. 
ed  early  in  the  conteft   by  the    capture  of  ^^ 
the   Hermione,   a  regitter   (loop,  bound  from     >t«*- 
Lima  to  Cadiz.     Thisveflel  was  taken  off  Cape  iiftMay. 
St.   Vincent  by  two  frigates,  and   contained 
treafure  and  valuable  eftefts  to  the  amount  of 
a  million  (lerling. 

The  only  attempt  againft  Spain  which  fail-  UDfycccft. 
ed,  was  a  joint  expedition  planned  by  Great  *uJ  «?«*»* 
Britain  and  Portugal  to  attack  the  colony  of  bu^^^'" 
Buenos  Ayres.      A  fleet  confifting  of  three  fri-  Ayrec, 
gates,    belides  finall  armed  veffels   and   ftore  ^'^^^^s- 
^ips,    failed  from  the  Tagus,   carrying  with 
them  five  hundred  foldiers,    under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Macnamara.     They  reached  id  Nor. 
the  river  Plata  without  difficulty ;  but  were  af- 
failed  by  a  dreadful  ftorm,    accompanied  by 
thunder  and  lightning,    and  greatly  embar- 
rafled  by  not  knowing  the  foundings.    The 
^Spaniards  were  not  only  prepared  to  receive 
the  aflailantSy  but  had  a6led  with  advantage 
on  the  ofFenfive,  by  poffeffing  themfelves  of  a 
Portuguefe  fettlement  called   Nova  Colonia, 
The  recovery  of  this  plac*.  was  firft  attempted : 
they   engaged  an  Englilh  pilot,    acquainted 
with  the  river  ^nd  coaft,  who  undertook  to 
carry  the  commodore's  fhip  within  piftol-ihot  of 
the  principal  fort.    After  a  vigorous  cannonade,  ift  jam 
which  lafted  four  hours,  the  e^iemy's  batteries  '7^l* 
were  nearly  filenced,  and  the  Britifti  expeded 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  valour,  when  the 
commodore's  ihip  was difcovered  to  be  on  fire; 
the  flames  raged  with  unconquerable  violence, 
and  the  diftrefs  was  augmented  by  a  renewal  of   ' 
the  enemy's  cannonade :  the  other  veffels,  for 
their  own  fafety,   were  obliged  to  keep  too 
great  a  diftance  to  afford  fuccour :  and,  finally, 
of  three  hundred  and  forty  men,  only  feventy* 
V0J-.  f,  8  eight 
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eight  efcaped  the  flames  and  the  fea :  the  com*^ 
modorc  was  drowned.  The  other  veflels,  reduc- 
ed almoft  to  wrecks  by  tjie  enemy's  ihot^  with 
difficulty  reached  tlie  Portuguefe  fettlement  at 
Rio  Janeiro,  The  Spaniards,  with  characr 
teriilic  gallantry  smd  humanity,  fuccoured  and 
relieved  the  unfortunate  men  who  were  driven 
on  fliore,  forgot  their  enmity  in  their  misforv 
tune,  and  treated  them  yatper  Ukp  brethren 
f^ai^  foes. 
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CHAPTER  THE   FIFTH: 

1769, — 1763, 

Birth  of  the  prince  of  1  Vales. — Addnfi  from 

the  city  of  London. — Negotiations  for  peace. 

— State  of  the  public  mind, — Honours  con* 

f erred  on  lord  Bute. — Changes  in  the  mini^ 

firy. — Proceedings  in  the  city  of  London,  — 

Beckford  made  lord  mayor.-^Progrefs  of 

the  treaty  for  peace. — Preliminaries  jignedy 

— Examination  of  the  terms. — ObjeQions, 

and  obfervations.  — DifcuJJion  of  the  prelim 

minaries  in  parliament.-^ Difnitivc  treaty 

Jigned^  —General  pacijication, 

^H£RE  are  periods  in  the  hiftory  of  nations,  CH  AF. 
*    as  in  the  lives  of  individuals,  when,  by  a    s^;,^ 
concurrence  of  fortunate  events,  every  defire    .«76«. 
feems  gratified,  and  no  refleftion  occurs  to  rc^  ^na^of* 
ftrain  an  unbounded  hilarity  ?  fhort  and  un^  Waks« 
£-equent  are  fuch  period^y  but  ever  rememberT 
ed  with  delight,  and  recorded  with  exultation^ 
The  birth  oif  tlie  prince  of  Wales,    gave  the  ,^ti|  Aug* 
greatefl:  fatisfa6lion  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
firitifli  metropolis,  who  juftly  looked  up  to  a 
perpetuation  of  the  Bruniwick  line,  as  the  moft 
favourably:  pledge  which  Providence  could  af- 
ford, that  their  religion  and  liberties  would  be 
fixed  on  an  immutable  bafis.     While  the  can^ 
non  w^hich  announced  the  joyous  event  yet 
founded,  the  public  were  further  gratified  by 
the  arrival  of  the  treafure  captured  in  the  Her* 
mione,  which  in  ftatcly  proceffion  moved  be-^ 
fore  the  palace  in  its  progrcls  to  the  tower, 
The  king  and  principal  nobility  appeared  at  the 
windows  of  the  royal  abode,  ana  crowned  the 
raptures  of  the  people  on  two  fuch  felicitous 

II  %  circum« 
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CHAP,  circumftances,  by  joining  heartily  in  their  ac* 
^;^    clamations.  ' 

»76».         A  LOYAL  and  dutiful  addrefe  was  prefented 
^5g         by  the  city  of  London,  in  which  it  was  not  for- 

fotten  that  the  aulbicious  day  of  the  prince'* 
irth  M'as  facred  to  liberty  and  thefe  kingdoms, 
in  haying  given  the  prefent  illuftrious  family  to 
the  throne.     Similar  addreffes  were  prefented 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Negotia-        The  glorious  fucceffes  of  the  war  had  nq 
toIcc^      power  to  divert  the  minifter^s  attention  from  the 
^  '        great  objeft  of  peace.:  Jie  wsts  anxious  to  re? 
Jume  the  negotiations,   and  for   that  purpofe 
engaged  the  king  of  Sardinia,    as  a  neutral 
power,  to  propofe  to  the  court  of  France  a 
termination   of  hoftilities.       Thefe   propofali? 
could  not  be  difagreeable  to  the  Frencn  na- 
tion, enfeebled  and  defpondent  as  they  were, 
and  convinced,  bv  the  experience  of  a  moft  ac-? 
tiye  campaign^  that  the  union  of  Spain  far 
from  bringing  with  it  the  affiftance  and  relief 
they  had  fondly  hoped,  w;as  in  facl  a  dangerous 
affociation,  or  at  beft   a  liftlefs  incumbrance. 
It*  AjW'  '^^  prevent  the  efFeds  which  might  arife  from 
'    interefted  fpeculations,  the  minifter  fent  non 
tice  to  the   lord  mayor  of  his   intention  to 
5th5epf.     open  a  negotiation  tor  peace.      The  duke  of 
Bedford  was  deputed  from  England  as  minifteir 
^^^r        plenipotentiary,    and  the    due   de    NivernoLs 
from  France. '     The  final  adjuftment  of  the 

*  The  due  de  Niver])oi^  is  thus  defcribed  by  the  chcyaHer  d*£on| 
yirho  attended  hjip  qn  this  embafly:  *<  Ce  feigneur  qui>  dans  toutcs 
pes  ambaflades,  a  toujours  paru,  copfime  Anacreoni  couronnp  de  mir. 
ihes  &  de  rofes,  Sc  cliantant  les  plaifirs  au  leiq  4e  fes  infimiites 
ic  des  pkis  penibles  travaux.  feroit  un  dcs  plus  graods  miniftit:^ 
jde  la  ^'rancp,  fi  a  la  bopt^,  4  Teievation  d^  Ton  cpfw^  a  Ja  fubltmite 
j^c  fon  genie  ^  des  fes  talents,' iljoignoit  autant'de  fermete  que  dc 
(SplicateiTc  dens  Tefprit.  |^e  leul  petit  defFaut  qui  j^ajfe  remarqul 
(lans  M.  le  due  iie  Nivernois,  eft  la  coquetterie  de  plaire  a  tout  1^ 
pionde.'  Coquetterie  !  qui  nous  fait  fouvent  plus  d'enneroics  que  de 
irrais  amis.*'  •  Sec  Lettres,  Mcmoires,!  &c,  du  Chevalier  d-Gpn. 
j^ijcpujrs  pjtliroinaire^  p.  <.  ^ 
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objeds  of  treaty  was  refer  ved  to  lord  Bute  and  chap. 
the  earl  of  Egremont  in  England,  and  M.^de   ^;^^ 
Choifeul  in  Paris;  their  medium  of  communi-     »76*. 
cation  bein^  through  the  comte  de  Viri,  the 
Sardinian  miniiler  in  London,  and  the  Bailli 
de  Solare^    miniftel*  from  tlie  fame  court  in 
France.  **    ^ 

Every  reafonable  purpofe  which  could  be  Tbepubik 
hoped  from  war,  was  now  abundantly  grati*  *^^"*  ^ 
fied ;  and  yet  the  public  was  not  cordially  dif-  ****** 
pofed  to  hail  the  return  of  peace.     The  con- 
ftant  fucceflion  of  important    conquefts  and 
brilliant  viftories,  infpired  exaggerated  notions 
of  our  martial  prowefs,  and  hopes  of  extend-* 
ing  the  colonial  acquifitions,    no  lefs  abfurd 
than   extravagant      Many  perfons  in  power, 
and  a  ftrong  party  in  oppofition,  could  not  en- 
dure that  lord  fiute,  ihould  enjoy  the  honour 
of  making  a  popular  peace,  and  every  effort 
was  tried  to  excite  difguft  againft  the  mea- 
fure. 

Lord  Bute  feemed  to  rife  in  the  king's  good  Honoun 
opinion,  and  had  the  difpofal  of  all  honours  opioid *^ 
and  dignities  iu  the  ftate.     Befides  his  appoint*  Bute, 
tnent  to  the  rangerlhip  of  Richmond  Park,  he 
was  inftalled  a  knight  of  the  Garter ;  an  ho- 
nour which  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  affo- 
ciation  of  the  duke  of  York,  brother  to  the 
king,  in  the  fame  ceremony.     Yet  lord  Bute 
could  not  fucceed  in  infpiring  perfonal  friend- 
ihip ;  his  benefits  were  received  without  grati- 
tude, and  his  omiffion  to  gratify  every  intereft- 
ed  application  produced  fullen  diffatisfadion, 
or  open  oppofition.  * 

After 

^  From  private  infbnnation. 

«  In  afifwer  to  an  angry  remonftrance,  occafioncd  hy  his  having 

omitted  to  provide  for  a  dependant  of  lord  Melcombe,  lord  Bute 

thus  exprefled  himfclf  i  **  la  ihort^  my  lord«  though  I  canivot  prev,enc 

22  3  umbragt 
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CHAP.       After  the  rcfignation  of  the  duke  of  Netr* 
%^lmj  ^afile,  the  difunion  of  the  miniftry  became 
J7f**     daily  more  appai-ent.     The  duke  of  Devon^ 
of  thcVJkc  ^"'^>  durinff  the  negotration  for  peace,  abfent- 
of]>fon-  ed  himfelfftom  the  council  board,  and  when 
^*"-         fummoned,  reftifed  to  attend  ;  in  confequence 
of  which  he  was  difmifled  from  the  office  of 
3xftoa.    lord  chamberlain  ;  and  the  king,  with  hid  own 
hand,  ftruck  his  name  from  the  lift  of  privy 
Other  re-    couufellors.     This  difmiflion  produced  the  re- 
ignations  v  fjgnation  of  lord  George  Cavendifh,   comp- 
troller of  the  houfehold,  and  lord  Befborough 
joint  poft  maftcF-general.      Several  noblemen 
and  members  of  diftinftion,  openly  difclaimed 
all  connexion  with  the  minifter,  and  an  oppo- 
fition  was  forming,  of  great  extent  and  influ- 
encc,  headed  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  * 
And    ,         The  force  of  the  miniftry  was  refpeflable,^ 
changes,     hut  not  proportioned  to  this  weight  of  oppoli- 
^ihjunc.    t'^"-     Tne  death  of  lord  Arifon  created  a  va- 
cancy at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  which  wall 
filled  by  lord  Halifax.     This  nobleman  had  ac- 
quitted himfelf  with  diftinguilhed  propriety  a» 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  the  fituation  of 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  was  beftowed  as  beft 
fuited  to  his  merits  and  talents ;  but  be  was  de- 
,^jij  to      firous  to  obtain  the  place  of  fecretary  of  (late. 
26ih  oa.   An  exchange  was  therefore  arranged  with  Mr. 


umbrage  being  taken  at  my  not  fatisfying  every  wifh,  I  ihall  certainly 
hinder  any  reaibnable  grounds  of  complaint  concerning  things  I  have 
once  promifed  3  I  own,  and  without  blufhing,  I  have  been  very  un* 
fortunate  in  the  means  I  have  fur  years  taken  of  cementing  friendihipy 
and  procuring  attachments ;  others,  with  much  Icfs  trouble,  perhaps 
without  my  tincerity,  fucceed  better  :  but  I  repine  not,  conkious  of 
my  own  feelings,  confcious  of  deferving  better  treatment.  I  (hall 
go  on,  though  tingle  and  aJone,  to  ferve  my  king  and  country,  in  th» 
bed  manner  my  poor  talents  will  allow  me,  happy,  too  happy,  whei> 
the  heavy  burtl\en  that  1  bear  ihall  be  removed,  and  placea  on  othqr 
fiioulders/* 

'  See  lord  Orford's  Works,  vol*  ▼.  p.  94U 

Grenville; 


Grenvilk;  Mr.  Fox,  who  ftill  detained  the  Chaf. 
£tuation  of  paymafier  of  the  forces^  was  deftinJ^  >J^;.^- 
cd  to  lead  the  houfe  of  cotnmons.  v  '*^*« 

The  mere  propofal  of  peace  on  ajoy  teims  Coaduact 
was  odious  to  the  city  of  Londoni  The  pro-  Jj^J^wu* 
tediou  afforded  to  trade  by  a  fuccefsful  mari- 
time war^  prevented  their  feeling  the  buthena 
which  oppreifed  the  reft  of  the  nation :  the 
money  expended  by  government  gave  alacrity 
to  mercantile  exertion,  and  was  miilaken  by 
the  interefied  and  faperficial  for  an  increase 
of  beneficial  commerce.*  Daring  the  nego- 
tiation of  laft  year,  the  city  had  inltru6ted  their 
reprefehtatives  .to  oppofe  any  peace  in  which 
the  whole,  or  the  greater  part,  of  the  conqueft^ 
made  by  Great  Britain  ihould  not  be  retained^ 
The  arrogance  of  one  city  thus  prefuming  to 
lay  down  a  rule  of  war  and  peace  for  the  whole 
nation,  is  not  lefs  remarkable  than  the  wild-*' 
nefs  and  abfurdity  of  the  terms  they  attempted 
to  didate.  ^  If  fuch  were  the  fentimenta  of 
the  city  during  the  lail  negotiation,  the  briU 
liant  tranfaftions  of  the  prefent  campaign  did 
not  induce  them  to  moderate  their  preteniions^ 
or  to  aflume  a  more  humble  tone.  Tlie  cap-« 
ture  of  the  Havannah  produced  the  moil  ao-^ 
furd  expe6tations;  and  while  they  attributed  all 
the  fuccefs  of  the  war  to  Mn  ritt,  they  con- 
£dered  the  propofal  of  peace  as  a  bafe  derelic* 

•  The  Political  Conduft  of  the  carl  qIE  Chatham,  p.  t«. 

f  Their  inftruAiont  on  this  head  are  in  thefe  words  x  ^  That  you 
entertain  juft  fentiments  of  the  importance  of  the  conquefts  made  this 
%nr  by  the  Britiih  arms»  at  the  escpenCe  of  much  blood  and  treafure } 
.tad  that  you  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power  and  abilities^  oppofa 
all  anempts  for  giving  up  fuch  placet  as  may  tend  to  leilen  our  pre- 
ieot  iecurity»  or  by  reftorins  the  naval  power  of  France,  render 
us  fubieft  to  frefli  hoftilities  nom  that  natural  enemy ;  particularljr^ 
that  tbefole  and  exdufive  risht  of  our  acquifitions  in  North  Ameri- 
ca and  the  fithcriet  be  prcierved  to  us.*^  lord  Orford's  WorJcs^ 
vol.  ▼.  p.  86. 

^  4  tioa 
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CH  Al^.    tion  of  his  plan,  and  a  facrifice  of  the  national 
,^^;^    honour  to  the  fafety  of  the  minifter,  or,  as  he 

i7^».     was  invidioufly  termed,  the  favourite. 
•Beckford         Mr.  PiTT  was  not  unmindful  of  thefe  ap- 
nade  locd   pearauces ;  he  faw  that,  by  fecuring  a  ftrong 
**^**       party  in  the  city,  he  ihould  beft  be  able  to 
make  a  feparate  oppofition,   and  harrafe  the 
miniftry.     The  appointment  of  the  new  lord 
mayor  appeared  an  objefl:  of  importance.     Al- 
derman Beckford  was  fixed  on  for  this  office :  * 
he  was  a  native  of  Jamaica,  of  a  haughty  and 
turbulent  difpolition ;  but  refpeded  from  the 
independence  of  his  charader,  and  the  incor- 
ruptibility refulting    from    unlimited  wealth, 
and  popular  from  his  devoted  adherence  to  Mr. 
»sth  Sept,  Pitt,     On  the  day  befpre  his  appointment,  he 
attended  the  common  council,  requefthig  to 
refigjQ  his  gown ;  but  the  court  pofiponed  the 
conlideration  of  his  demand,  and  ele£led  him 
mayor. 

Till  the  meeting  of  parliament  no  efFe6hial 
oppofition  could  be  made,  but  innumerable 
pamphlets,  and  every  other  fpecies*  of  publican 
tion,  conceived  in  the  moft  malignant  fpirit  of 
virulence,  and  containing  the  moft  atrocious, 
and  even  treafonablefuggeftions,  were  profufelj^ 
circulated. 
Progrefsof  The  negotiation  was  proceeding  at  this 
forpcMe^  time  with  a  rapidity  and  hai-mony  which 
gave  certain  promife  of  ultimate  fuccefs.  By 
prudently  difmiffing  from  confideration  all 
matters  relating  to  Germany,  not  immediate- 
ly alFeding  the  interefts  of  the  contrading 
powers,  much  of  the  jealoufy  which  had  pre- 
vailed during  the  late  treaty  was  difpelled^ 
and  the  progrefs  of  accommodation  facilitated. 

s  See  lord  Orford's  Works,  vol.  v.  p.  f  }• 
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The  greateft  obftacle  to  its  completion  arofe  chaf. 
from  the  triumphs  of  the  Bvitifh  arms,  which    ^\^ 
inflamed  the  pride  and  cupidity  of  the  people^     »7^». 
aad,  by  making  the  fituation  of  the  enemy  ap- 
pear more  defperate,  encouraged  them  to  infift 
on  retaining  more  than  juftice  or  found  policy 
required:     The  miniftry  were  by  thcfe  means 
reduced  to  an  aukward  dilemma:  if  they  pre- 
tended to  retain  llieir  recent  acquifitions  they 
could  not  hope  for  a  peace^  but  merely  for  an 
infincere  and  fuUen  truce ;  if  they  gave  them 
up,  not  only  the  efforts  of  the  preceding  ad- 
minifiration,  but  their  own  exertions  ancl  the 
espences  of  the  current  year,  would  be  alledged 
as  a  crime. 

Preliminary  articles  were  at  length  fign-  ^^: 
-td.    In  the  examination  of  thefe  it  would  be  nclfigw^ 
eafy  to  prove,  from  the  courfe  of  fucceeding 
events,  that  the  Britifli  miniftry  retained  too 
great  a  portion  of  their  conqueib ;  but  it  is 
moft  candid  to  furvey  the  tranfadtion  as  it  muft 
have  appeared  at  tlie  time,  and  to  judge  of  the 
peace-makers  by  the  a6tual  knowledge  which 
they  might  poffefs,  and  on  which  they  could 
fafely  and  confiftently  a6t,  without  abandon- 
ing themfelves  to  fpeculation,  and  meafures  of 
contingent  and  remote  advantage.     It  may, 
however,  be  proper  to  premife,  that  indepen- 
dently of  the  common  motives  of  humanity, 
which  ought  never  to  lofe  their  influence  in 
the  affairs  of  nations,  —  independently  of  fifcal 
confiderations,  which  weighed  with  great  force 
at  that  period  ;  the  want  of  men  began  to  be 
feverely  felt.    The  ftate  of  Europe  prevented 
the  cingaging  of  foreign  mercenaries   in  the 
feparate  caule  of  Britain;  and  the  numerous 
expeditions  in  which  the  military  and  naval 
force  of  the  country  was  *  diifufed,  exhaufted 
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CHAPi  the  ftrength  of  the  nation.  Tiie  bounties  to 
\J^m^  recruits  were  grown  to  an  unexampled  height^ 
17^  and  it  was  fuppofed  that  neither  intereft  nor 
compuliion  could  have  procured  men  for 
anotner  extenfive  expedition.  The  unhealthy 
fituations  in  which  the  £()ldiersand  failorswere 
placed  by  the  progrefs  of  hofUle  operations^  de^ 
manded  continual  fupplies;  every  freili  con-* 
queil  incceafed  the  evil,  and  far  from  produc- 
ing means  to  defray,  augmented  the  expences 
of  the  war,  and  proved  difadvantageous  and 
burthenfome.  To  retain  too  great  aporticm 
of  thefeconquefts  would  have  perpetuated  the 
evil,  and  finiihed  in  peace  the  depopulation 
begun  by  war. 
Cnmina^  In  Europe  there  was  not  much  to  arrange  ^ 
tionoftiie  Minorca  iras  reilored,  together  with  all  coun*' 
inEu^.*  ^^^  belonging  to  the  eleftor  of  Hanover,  the 
Land^ve  of  Heife,  the  duke  of  Brunfwicki 
and  we  count  de  la  Lippe.  Cleves,  Wefelf 
Gueldres,  and  all  the  territories  belonging  to 
the  kin^  of  Pruffia,  were  to  be  evacuated,  and 
the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  demoliflied.  The 
troops  of  France  and  Spain  were  to  retire  irom 
all  plac<^  which  they  occupied  in  Europe  be^ 
longing  the  king  of  Portugal  Great  Britaio 
agreed  to  reftore  Belleifle.  * 

Several  obje6iions  were  urged  againft  thi» 
arrangement.  It  was  alleged  that  Belleifle 
was  more  than  equivalent  to  Minorca  ;^  but  the 
fnlleft  anfwer  to  this  was  given  in  the  former 
neeotiation,  when  the  French  minifier  f^ud, 
"  Seep  Belleifle  then,  and  we  will  retain  Minor- 
•*  ca."  *    Some  objedions  were  taken  to  tbc 

^  TM^  examination  of  reiiitutions  is  feonded  on  tbe  ncticks  U 
the  definitWe  treaty. 

^  See  definitive  treaty^  artidesSf  rtt  X)»  149 151  at* 

•    k  See  Hiftorical  Memoir  tf  the  court  of  Fnttcei  Mo.  ni* 
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dcrelidion  of  the  king  of  Pruffia's  intcrefts;  crap. 
but  no  complaint  could  be  more  deftitute  of  y^;,^ 
foundation.  The  reduftion  of  his  opponents,  »7^»« 
and  the  aufpicious  events  of  the  campaign,  had 
rendered  him  an  objeft  of  terror  rather  than 
pity,  and  the  balance  of  power  was  now  en- 
dangered by  his  preponderance,  much  more 
than  by  any  efforts  towards  his  political  anni-- 
hilation.  Applying  to  Pruflia  the  obfervation 
made  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  debate  on  the  fupplv 
to  Portugal,  jthe  minifter  might  have  laid, 
**  We  did  not  mean  to  bear  Pruffia  on  our 
"  flioulders,  but  only  to  fet  him  on  his  legs, 
**  and  put  a  fword  in  his  hand."  *  This  was 
now  effeftually  performed ;  and  if,  as  lord 
Bute  was  afterwards  reported  to  have  fuggeft- 
cd,  the  countries  evacuated  were  to  hejcram* 
bled  for y  no  power  but  Pruffia  could  derive 
advantage  from  the  Jcramble. " 

In  Ana  the  enemy  had  little  to  relinqnifli ;  in  Afa^ 
it  remained  therefore  only  to  fix  on  fuch  cef- 
fions  as  might  effe^ually  eftabliih  the  peace 
and  fecurity  of  India.  Great  Britain  ftipu-- 
latcd  to  reftore  the  faftories  which  France  pof- 
feffed  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  Orixa,  and 
Malabar,  and  in  Bengal,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1749;  and  the  French  king  renounc- 
ed all  pretenfions  to  conquefls  made  fince  that 
period.  He  further  agreed  to  give  up  Nattal 
and  TapanouUy  in  the  illand  of  Sumatra,  and 
to  acknowledge  Mahommed  Ali  Khan,  Nabob 
of  the  Camatic,  and  Salabat  Sing  lawful  Su- 
bah  of  the  Decan.  As  Luconia  was  not  ex- 
prefely  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  it  was  under- 
ftood  to  be  rclinquilhed.  ■ 

^  See  Debrett*f  Debates,  toI.  it.  p.  94. 

*  Life  of  lord  Cbathani,  ▼ol.  i«  p.  401 ,  «• 

*  See  definitive  treaty,  artjclet  11  and  23. 

If 


108  HISTORY   OF  ENGLANtJ. 

CHAP.  If  the  fcale  of  compenfation  alone  {hon)A 
^"  be  confidered,  the  enemy  had  much  the  ad- 
i76».  vantage  in  this  part-  of  the  treaty ;  but  if  that 
principle  had  been  rigidly  adhered  to,  no  treaty 
could  have  taken  place ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  muft  in  general  have  received  fuch  terms 
as  Great  Britain  chofe  to  impofe  :  but  if  the 
real  welfare  and  profperity  of  the  British  Em- 
pire alone  was  in  contemplation,  that  was 
abundantly  and  fagacioufly  provided  for.  The 
affumption  of  the  intire  power  and  commerce 
of  India  was  not  yet  within  the  reach  of  Great 
Britain :  to  maintain  the  poffeffions  flie  heW 
before  the  war,  with  the  iufluence  which  fuc- 
cefs  enabled  her  to  affume  over  tlie  native 
powers,  was  all  that  could  reafonably  be  de- 
manded ;  and  this  was  amply  fecured. 
In  Africa.  AFRICA  prefented  feWobjeCls  of  contention, 
and  thefe  were  amicably  and  eafily  adjufted: 
Great  Britain,  in  purfuance  of  the  propofal 
made  by  France  in  the  negotiation  of  laft 
year,  *  retained  the  faftories  and  rivers  of  Se- 
negal, and  gave  up  Goree.  ^ 

On  this  lubjed  it  has  been  remarked,  that 
lord  Bute  ceded  more  than  Mr.  Pitt  would 
have  agreed  to;  and  that  Goree  ought  to  have 
been  retained,  fmce  France  had  declared  that 
the  one  was  effentially  connefted  with  the 
other.  But  in  fa6l  neither  of  them  was  very 
defirable,  except  as  a  fource  of  commerce.  Of 
the  African  trade  Great  Britain  had  fufficient; 
and  by  the  poffeflion  of  Senegal,  was  enabled 
fo  to  impede  the  effeftual  profecution  of  it  by 
the  French,  that  from  Goree  and  all  their 
other  territories  in  Africa,  they  did  not  aftcr- 

•  See  the  Hiftoncal  Memorial  of  Fi^ce,  No.  xvu« 
P  See  definitive  treaty,  article  xo. 
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wards  obtain  annually  more  than  three  or  fbur  chap. 
hundred  flaves. '  \^^ 

AMEaicA,  the  primary  caufe  of  the  war,  ^  176*^ 
And  the  great  fcene  ofconqueft,  afforded  the 
moft  ample  grounds  of  conceffion,  reftitution, 
and  difcuffion.  Thefe  objects  may  be  divided 
into  three  heads :  the  continent,  the  Weft  In^ 
dia  Iflands,  and  the  iiilieries. 

On  the  continent,  France,  after  unequivo- 
cally refigning  all  pretenfions  to  Nova  Scotia, 
or  Acadia,  ceded  and  guarantied  to  Great  Bri^ 
tain,  in  full  right,  Canada,  with  all  its  depen^ 
dencies,  together  with  Cape  Breton,  and  all 
other  iflands  in  the  gulph  and  river  of  St. 
Lawrence,  referving  to  the  Roman  Catholics 
the  right  of  exercifing  their  religion,  and  leave 
to  quit  the  country  within  a  limited  time. 
The  boundaries  were  fo  clearly  and  exprefsly 
defined,  as  to  prevent  the  poflibility  of  difpute, 
and  fo  advantageoully,  that  much  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Louifiana,  in  which  France  had  hither-* 
to  maintained  a  difputed  pofleflion,  M'as  relin-* 
ijuiflied  without  referve.  Spain  yielded  Florida^ 
and  all  otlier  potfellions  on  the  continent 
of  North  America  to  the  eaft  or  to  the  fouth^ 
eaft  of  the  river  Miffifippi '.  And  thus  the  Bri-r 
tiffi  empire  was  confolidated  in  this  quarter  of 
the  globe, 

France  and  Spain  received  compenfation 
for  thefe  ceflions  m  the  Weft  India  Iflands/ 
Great  Britain  reftored  to  France  Guadaloupe, 
Marie  Galante,  Defirade,  Martinique,  and  St* 
Lucie;  retaining  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines^ 
jBt.  Vincent's,  Dominica,  and  Tobago.  To 
^pain.  Great  Britain  ceded  all  the  territory 
conquered  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  with  the  for^ 

9  Raynad*sHillory  of  the  Eaft  apd  Weft  ludies,  vol.  t,  p.  129. 
1  §cc  definitive  treaty^  vtidei  4,  7, 19* 
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CRAP,  trefs  of  the  Havannah,  and  all  other  fortreflb 

^^  in  the  ifland.  • 

976%.  Against  thefe  articles  many  ohjedtons  wot 
raifed:  It  was  alleged  that,  although  the  cef- 
fions  ou  the  continent  were  [ample  and  honour- 
able, yet  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  them 
were  remote  and  contingent,  the  commerce 
fcanty,  and  the  return  dillant ;  that  as  an  in- 
demnilj  for  the  cxpences  of  the  war,  Marti- 
nique, Guadaloupe,  St  Lucie,  or  fome  other 
important  ifland,  fhould  have  been  preferved, 
which  would  have  opened  a. valuable  and  im- 
portwt  fource  of  commerce,  and  contributed, 
by  a  rapid  circulation,  to  give  energy  to  trade 
and  vigour  to  induftry.  It  was  aflerted,  that 
by  permitting  France  to  refume  thefe  poffcf- 
£ons,  we  afforded  her  the  means  of  fpeedily 
repairing  all  the  loffes  occafioned  by  the  war, 
^d  of  refioring  her  trade  and  marine  in  all 
,  their  former  fplendor.  Thefe  arguments  are, 
in  part,  true ;  but  the  application  of  them  er- 
roneous :  if  generally  adopted,  they  would  re- 
duce war  between  nations  to  a  mere  piracy ; 
fhe  pretence  that  what  had  been  acquired 
would  be  advantageous  either  to  the  con- 
queror or  the  enemy,  could  never  be  wanting ; 
peace  could  only  be  hoped  from  unconditional 
fubmiffion,  and  war  muft  ever  be  continued 
to  extermination.  It  is  even  doubtful  whe- 
ther permanent  advantages  would  accrue  to 
Great  Britain  from  the  poffeffion  of  thefe  co- 
lonies :  thofe  which  were  retained  languidly 
ed  for  want  of  cultivation,  and  became  the 
caufesof  litigation  between  the  fovereign  and 
the  fubje^l;,  rather  than  produdive  of  imme^ 
diate  benefit  to  the  country.  *  The  fyftem  pur-» 

*  Sm  definitive  treaty,  articles  2, 9,  19. 

«  Sec  Bryan  Edwards'  Hiftory  of  tlic  Briti(h  Coloniei  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  book  iii.  c,  ^  and  |. 
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Ibed  by  fame  merchants  and  jproprietors  of  CRAP, 
land,  fince  the  cs^ture  of  Guadaloupe,  iuflu-  v^J^ 
enced  them  to  make  a  clamorous  demand  that  ^7<>^ 
itfliould  be  retained :  they  had  overfiocked  the 
market  with  goods,  fold  them  at  a  long  ere* 
dit,  and  made  the  ifland,  in  other  refpedts,  an 
exception  to  the  rule  of  Weft  India  commerce ; 
they  had,  in  fa6l,  fo  much  improved  the  re- 
fources  of  the  colony,  that  it  might  perhaps 
have  been  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  to 
have  maintained  the  pofleffion.  *  But  the  cafe 
was  far  diiSerent  with  Martinique :  the  contra* 
band  trade  with  the  9paniih  coafts  was  almoft 
intirely  loft.  The  ceffion  of  Louifiana  and  Ca- 
sada  had  precluded  all  hopes  of  again  opening 
a  communication  i  and  the  value  of  the  refti-* 
tution  was  diminiihed  by  the  lofs  of  the  pro<^ 
duce  of  the  Grenades,  St.  Vincent,  and 
Dominica,  which  was  formerly  brought  into 
(iieir  harbours.'  St  Lucie  might  poffibly 
have  produced  more  advantage  ;  but  that  was 
tile  only  neutral  iiland  poflefled  by  France,  and 
policy  appeared  to  di6tate  that  the  taft  of 
keepmg  the  Carribbs  in  fubjedion,  ihould  in 
part  devolve  on  them. 

With  refpcft  to  the  fifhery:  France  was 
permitted  to  catch  and  dry  fiih  on  part  of  the 
poaft  of  Newfoundland,  and  to  fiih  in  the 
giUph  of  St  Lawrence,  on  condition  of  not 
approaching  within  three  leagues  of  the  ihore  j 
cm  the  other  coafts  of  the  ifland  of  Cape  Bre-. 
ton,  they  were  fulfered  to  filh  at  the  diftance 
of  fifteen  leagues  from  the  fliore ;  and  the 
fifliery  on  the  coafts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Aca« 
dia,  was  left  on  the  fame  footing  as  in  other 

•  See  Raynal's  Hiftory  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indief>  roi.  W. 
p.  104. 
9  I4eni,p.S6. 
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CHAP,  treaties.     The  ifles  of  St  Pierre  and  Miquelon 
^'       were  ceded  to  France,  but  exprefsly  to  ferve  as 


^7^^•  a  fhelter  to  fifhennen ;  they  covenanting  to 
ere6l  no  buildings,  except  for  the  convenience 
of  fifliery,  and  to  keep  on  them  a  ^uard  of  fifty 
wen,  only  for  the  police.  The  king  of  Spain 
waved  all  pretenfions  to  any  right  exifting  in 
himfelf  or  the  Guipufcoans,  or  any  other  of 
his  fubje6ls,  to  fiih  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Newfoundland. ' 

In  obje^linffto  thele  particulars  of  the  treaty,. 
St  was  airumed  as  a  principle  that  this  coun< 
try  ought  to  monopolize  all  the  fifheries,  for 
the  purpofe  of  preventing  France  from  ever 
Te-eftabUlliing  her  naval  power,  and  of  aug- 
menting our  own.  The  want  of  juftice  in  fuch 
an  obgeftion  is  eafily  perceptible,  and  its  want 
o£;tf  ue  policy  is  no  lefs  certain.  The  fair  end 
of  peace  is  fecurity  and  focial  intercourfe :  but 
it  is  too  much  to  prefumc  that  thofe  objefts  are 
only  attainable  by  crippling  and  plundering 
thole  with  whom  we  treat :  peace  is  more  en- 
dangered by  the  indignant  feelings  of  another 
nation,  excited  by  levere  terms,  and  by  a 
jealoufy  of  difproportionate  aggrandizement, 
than  by  the  hope  which  can  be  entertained  of 
making  war  with  advantage,  when  the  ftrength 
of  both  parties  is  nearly  equal.  The  concef- 
fions  in  regard  to  the  fiiheries  bad  no  ten- 
dency to  increafe  the  naval  power  of  France 
in  any  formidable  degree:  an  eftablifliment 
Fhere  fifty  foldiers  are  fufficientfor  the  police, 
^nd  where  the  rival  nation  is  reftrained  from 
fifliing  within  nine  .or  forty-five  miles  of  the 
fliore,  can  occafion  no  well  grounded  alarm,  or 
prudent  jealoufy. 

f  Sec  definitive  treaty,  vciklu  $,  6,  ij5. , 
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The  difputes  with  Spain  rcfpe^ting  prizes;  chap. 
tvere  referred  to  the  Britifli  court  of  aomiraltv.   v^^ 


And  it  was  agreed  that  the  fortifications  erea-  i?^** 
ed  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras  (hould  be  demoliih- 
ed ;  the  king  of  Spain  confenting  jbhat  the  Bri- 
tiih  fubjcfls,  or  their  workmen,  ihould  not  be 
moietled  in  loading,  cutting,  and  carrying 
away  logwood,  but  might  build  and  occupy, 
without  interruption,  the  houfes  and  maga-^ 
Srines  neceifary  for  them,  their  families,  and 
effe6is.  * 

Such  were  the  terms  of  peace  procured  by 
the  conquefts  of  Great  Pritain.  If  the  people 
were  ever  induced  to  expeft  a  complete  indem* 
nification  for  the  axpences  of  the  war,  or  any 
confiderable  diminution  of  their  burthens^  from 
thetermsof  a  treaty,  they  who  deceived  then^ 
were  alone  refponfible  for  the  efFefts  of  the  de* 
lufion.  No  war  fhould  ever  be  protracted  a 
day  beyond  the  period  which  offers  a  fecure 
and  honourable  peace;  for  conqueft  can  no 
more  reftore  the  funds  diffipated  by  war,  thau 
peace  can  give  life  to  thole  who  have  fallen 
viiiims  in  the  conteft. 

The  peace  of  1762  was  wife  and  juft,  be* 
caufe  it  fo  clearly  afcertained  points  in  difpute, 
as  to  leave  no  pretence  for  future  litigation  ; 
becaufe  it  deftroyed  every  pretence  for  charg* 
jng  the  Britifh  nation  with  rapacity,  and  an 
overbearing  fpirit;  and  becaufe  the  moderation 
of  the  terms  tended  to  obviate  every  ungraci- 
ous fentimeiit,  which  a  fuccefsful  and  protra6t« 
ed  war  might  have  generated  in  the  bofoms  of 
our  opponents.  With  all  the  advantages  gain- 
ed by  Great  Britain,  more  important  c^ons 
might  doubtleis  have    been  obtained  from 

•  See  definidvt  treaty,  v^icles  i^»i7« 

VOL.  I.  I  France 
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CHAP.  France  and  Spain;  but  in  every  view  of  the 
^l^^  fubjeft,  the  conditions  feem  to  have  been  judi-^ 
»7«»'      cioufly  and  prudently  arranged,  and  the  ter- 
mination   of  the  cont^ft  was  no  lefs  advan- 
tagedus  than  honourable  to  Grreat  Britain. 

25th Nov.       WiHEN  the  parliament  alTembled,  the  king 

pSSt  ^^  ^^^  fpeech  adverted  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  war  during  the  laft  year,  and  fpoke  with 
becotiiing  animation  ill  praife  of  the  glorious 
achievements  of  his  forces,  both  by  fea  and 
land.  He  bore  honourable  teftimony  to  the 
unwearied  perfeverance,  and  unparelleled  bra- 
Very  of  the  officers  and  privates  m  the  military, 
as  well  as  naval  fervice ;  and  faid,  that  next  to 
the  afflftance  of  Almighty  God,  it  was  owing 
,to  their  conducl  and  courage  that  the  enemy 
had  been  brought  to  accept  of  terms,  which,  lie 
hoped,  would  give  intire  fatisfaftion  to  parlia- 
ment. His  majefty  lamented  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  conclufion  of  hoftilities,  the  ex- 
pences  could  not  be  fo  fpeedily  and  effe6lually 
leffened  as  he  defired :  And  concluded  by  ob- 
fervin"g,  that  we  could  never  have  carried  on 
this  extenfive  war  without  the  greateft  unioit 
at  home ;  that  the  fame  union  would  be  ne- 
ceflTary  in  order  to  make  the  beft  ufe  of  the 
important  advantages  acquired  at  the  peace, 
and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  that  economy^ 
which  v^ould  alone  relieve  the  nation  from  the 
heavy  burthens  brought  on  by  a  long  and  ex- 
penfive  conteft. 

«fth»         .The  preliminaries  of  peace  were  laid  before? 

riwoT*"*"  b(Jth  houfes  ;  but  the  oppofition  was  not  pro- 

djfcu^.^   portioned,  either  in  ability  or  numbers,^  to  the 
expe6feition  which  had   been  raifed.     In  the 

^th  Dec.     houfe  of  peers,  on  the  motion  for  an  addrefs^ 

many  objeftions  were  made,  and  fome  fcvere 

reflexions  thrown  out  againft  the  earl  of  Bute, 

«  with 
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-with  appearances  of  heat  and  animofity.    That  CHAP. 
nobleman  defended  his  own  condu6l,  with  tern-    ^J^j 
per  and  decorum,  in  a  well  connefl:ed  fpecch,     «7^** 
^lelirered  with  ^Teat  propriety,  to  the  furprizc 
of  many,  who  did  not  think  him  fo  well  quali- 
fied in  the  art  and  faculty  of  elocution.     He 
gave  a  detail  of  the  negotiation,  and  not  only 
avowed  himfelf  a  warm  promoter  of  the  peace, 
but  even  exprefled  a  defire  that  his  having  con- 
tributed to  the  ceffation  of  hoftilities,  mould 
be  engraved  on  his  tomb.     He  was  feconded 
by  the  earl  of  Halifax,    and  fupported  by  a 
great  majorit\\  ' 

In  the  houfe  of  commons,  Mr.  Fox  pfinci-  9th Dec. 
pally  defended  the  peace ;  and  Mr.  Pitt,  tnough 
m  a  ftate  of  extreme  pain  and  weaknefs  from 
the  gout,  attended,  to  lay  before  parliament 
his  objieftions  to  the  preliminaries.  His  fpeech 
lafted  three  hours  ;  it  embraced  every  topic  of 
bbjeftion,  and  was  exprefled  in  glowing  lan- 
guage. He  declared,  although  he  was  at  that 
mftant  fuffering  under  the  moft  excruciating 
torture,  yet  he  determined  at  the  hazard  of  his 
life  to  attend  this  day,  to  raife  up  his  voice, 
his  hand,  and  his  arm,  againft  the  preliminary 
articles  of  a  treaty  which  obfcured  all  the  glories 
of  the  wat,  furrendered  the  deareft  interefts 
of  the  nation,  and  facrificed  the  public  faith 
by  abandoning  our  allies.  He  firft  challenged 
the  miniftiy  to  compare  the  prefent  treaty  with 
the  terms  he  could  have  obtained  from  Bufly ; 
but  that  producing  no  reply,  he  proceeded  to 

«  Smollett^d  complete  Hi ftory  of  England,  toI.  xvi.  p.  i6i.  No 
traces  of  this  debate  are  preferved  in  Debrett*s  CoUeaion.  Lord 
Bute  did  not  often  fpeak  in  parliament :  his  deiivery  was  very  (low 
ami  foiemn  {  in  aliuiion  to  which  Charles  Townfend,  during  • 
fpeech  which  lord  Bute  made  on  the  fubjeft  of  th«  c/dcr  tasc,  htt* 
nondkj  cxchumed,  <<  mmUe  guns^ 

I  a  analyze 
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p  H  A  ?.  Jinalyzc  every  part  of  the  ilipulations,  whica 
^;^^  he  fttgmatifed,  in  general,  with  unqualified  cen- 
iz6»^  fare.  The  only  particulars  which  met  his  ap- 
probation, were  the  dcrelirtion  of  North  Ame-* 
rica  by  the  French,  and  the  teftitution  of 
^Jinorca.  He  expatiated  at  great  length  on 
.  ^le  German  conneAion  ;  and  affinned  that  the 
defertion  of  the  king  of  Pfulfia,  the  moll  mag-^ 
nanimous  ally  this  country  ever  had,  was  in- 
^4ious>  tricking,  bafe,  and  treacherous.  In 
Concliifion,  he  faid  the  termi  of  the  propofed 
treaty  met  his  moft  hearty  difapprotation }  he' 
faw'in  them  the  feeds  of  a  future  Mar.  The 
peace  was  infecure,  becaufe  it  reftored  the 
enemy  to  her  former  greatneifs :  the  peace  was 
inadequate,  becaufe  the  places  retained  were  no 
equivalent  for  the  places  furrendered. 

These  obfervations  Hiade  greater  impref- 
fion,  and  were  productive  of  more  general  ef- 
fect, front  the  circumftance^  under  which  they 
were  deliveied.  Mr.  Pitt  was  fo  feeble  at  the 
'beginning  of  his  harangue,  that  he.  was  flip- 
ported  by  two  of  his  friends ;  during  its  pro- 
^rcft  his  pain  increafing,  he  was  allowed  the' 
unprecedented  indulgence  of  deliverrng  hiar 
fcn|;imcnts  litting :  towards  the  conclufion  his 
ftrength  intirely  failed,  his  voice  became  in- 
jiftind,  and  he  was  obliged  to  omit  the  remarks/ 
which  he  was  prepared  to  mak6  on  the  articles 
rtlfiting  to  Spajri. 

The  arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt  were  combated 
by  general  coniiderations  of  policy,  and  dif- 
cuflions  of  the  value  of  the  ced^d  conquefts; 
which  it  was  truly  affirmed,  was  greatly  di- 
xninjlhed  by*  the  privation  of  thofe  retained. 
On  a  divifion,  the  motion  for  the  addrefs  wa» 
carried  by  a  great  majority.  ** 

^  3if  to  6$, 

No 
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No  other  bufinefs  of  importance  was  brought  chap* 
l)efore  parliament  till  after  the  recefs.  \^m^\ 

Ik   confequence  of  the  execution  of  the  JJ?-.. 
preliminaries,   a  celfation  of  arms  had  been  treaty  fign- 
proclaimedy  and  pafl ports  were  iHued  for  mer-  ed. 
chants  defiring  to  ti-ade  to  any  part  of  France.  J^if^* 
The  definitive  treaty  was,  in  due  tpne,  ratified,   ,oth  Feb. 
and  peace  eftablifhed.  *  •r^y 

When  the  belligerent  powers  on  the  con-  The  other 
tinent   faw   Great   Britain   and    France   feri-  po^«« 
oully  difpofed  to  effeift  a  pacification,  they  be-  ^^ 
came  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  defifting 
from  further  operations.      A  propofal  of  the 
imperial  court  for  a  congrefs  was  yeadily  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  king  of  Pruffia.     It  \vas  held  |ift  Dec 
at  Hubertlburg;  and,  after  fome  previous  dif*  '^^** 
cuflions,  a  treaty  was  arranged  between  Auftria,  ,^jh  ^^^ 
Pruffia,  Saxony,   and  Poland,  which  reftored  1761^ 
the  peace  of  Europe.     By  this  treaty  few  points 
of  great  ipiportance  were  regulated,  and  np 
extenfion  of  territory  was  acquired  ]by  any  of 
tlie  contrading  parties/ 

c  Much  of  the  offfiofitKHi  nfhich  this  treaty  encountered  in  pnrlig^ 
inent,  was  the  mere  refuft  of"  party  ipirtt  j  as  I  am  informed. 
from  indubitable  authority,  that  feveral  eminent  lUtefmcn  were 
known  to  cxprefs  high  appoobation  of  it  in  private,  though  they 
ckcried  it  in  public.  The  ^erpns  were,  on  the  v»  hole,  more  judicious, 
and  reaUy  more  advantageous,  than  thpfe  which,  in  the  preceding  year, 
%pere  demanded  by  Mr.  Pitt.  The  opinion  of  an  individuai,  bo^^- 
ever  eminent,  cannot  decide  fucb  an  cxtenlive  and  important  quff- 
tkm  s  but  the  folli^wing  anecdote,  related  by  Wood  in  his  preface 
to  the  Eflay  on  the  Original  Qenius  and  Writings  of  Homer,  is  de- 
ierving^of  attention  )  **  Being  dire^ed  to  wait  on  lord  Granviile^** 
he  fays,  "  a  few  days  betoire  he  died,  with  the  preliminary  articlf;t 
f<  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  I  found  him  fo  languid,  that  I  pro}H)red 
'*  poftponing  my  burincfs  for  another  time,  but  he  iodfted  that  X 
*'  fliould  ftay,  {ayingi  it  could  not  prolong  his  life  to  negleA  i^s 
**  duty.  He  then  d^red  to  hear  the  treaty  read,  to  which  he  liftened 
**  with  great  attention,  and  recovered  i'pirits  enough  to  declaim 
!f  the  approbatioo  of  a  dying  liatefman,  (I  ufe  his  own  words)  <in 
f^  the  moft  glorious  war,  and  the  moA  honourable  peace,  this  natioxi 
M  ever  fiiw.'' 

4  CEuvrea  dti  Koi  de  Pniflc,  vol.  iv.  p.  139,  749. 

IS 
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CHAPTER  THE   SIXTH: 

1763. 

Formation  of  oppojition. — Proceedings  in  par- 
Uament. — Cyder  tax.  -^  Pet  it  ions  of  the  citu 
of  London — a?id  other  places.  —  Relief 
granted  to  the  Americans.  —  Re/tgrtation  of 
lord  Bute. -^ His  charaQer.  —  Virulence  of 
political  publications. — The  North  Briton. 
— General  warrants  ijjued. — IVilkes  arreji- 
ed  and  committed  to  the  Tctaer. — Proceed- 
ings thereon.  —  He  is  difcharged — and  .de- 
prived of  his  commiffion.  —  Lord  Temple  dif- 
miffed.  —  Wilkes's  intemperate  proceedings. 
—  Death  of  lord  Egremont.  —  Negotiation 
with  Mr.  Pitt.  —  Duke  of  Bedford's  mini- 
Jiry.  —  Wilkes  publijkes  Jundry  libels — and 
goes  to  France. 

CHAP.   'TpHE  inefficient  oppofition  made  to  the  ad- 
,,^^^  drelTes  on  peace,  fhewed  plainly  that,  with- 

17^1;  outgeneral  concord,  the  various  parties  dif- 
Tr^ppon-  P^^^  *^  thwart  the  meafures  of  government, 
tioii.  **''  would  be  fruftrated  in  every  attempt  Some 
ftill  entertained  hopes  of  regaining  a  iliare  of 
power,  by  not  difplaying  an  open  oppofition 
to  the  minifters;  and,  therefore,  wnen  the  debate 
was  expefted,  feigned  ficknefs,  quitted  the  me- 
tropolis, or  abfented  themfelves  from  the  houfe 
witnout  affigning  a  reafon.'  It  was  therefore 
neceffary  to  unite  all  the  difcordant  members 
of  the  minority  by  a  general  coalition,  if  they 
hoped  to  make  an  effedual  attack  on  the  power 
of  lord  Bute.     The  effeft  of  the  objedions  to 

•  Hiftor^  of  xbfi  late  Minorityi  p.  Ss« 
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the  peace  promifed  no  inconfiderable  fuccefs  j  c  h  a?. 
the  counties  of  York  and  Surrey  refufed  to  pre-     J^^ 
fent  addreil'es ;  and  it  was  ffatid  that  thofe  which      1763* 
vere  fent  from  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom^ 
were  not  procured  without  ipuclj  addrefs  adid 
great  difficulty.** 

The  coalition  was  confolidated  at  the  houfe  Mu^ 
of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  '^ ;  and  their  reiiiUnce 
of  every  effort  to  divide  then);  convinced  tj^e  . 
niinifter  that  their  uniop  would,  in  time,  be 
fatal  to  his  afcendency. 

Parliamext  had  refujned  its  fittings  be-  »othjtm 
fore  this  coalition  was  formed ;  but  no  buiinefs  JJ^^^^ 
of  importance  claimed  their  attention,  till  the  menu    ' 
fupplies  for  the  current  year  were  fubmitted 
to  tne  houfe  of  commons.   The  fum  to  be  raifed 
by  loan  was  three  millions  and  a  half.      In 
this  moderate  financial  exertion,  the  miniftry 
were  expofed  to  virulent  cenfure.     It  was  al-  ^^  j^, 
ieged  that  they  privately  difpofed  of  the  loan^ 
which  in  a  few  days  rofe  to  eleven  per  cent* 
premium;   and  thus,  at  the  expence  of  the 
public,  gratified  their  own  creatures  with  be- 
nefits to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty    thoufand    pounds.  *       General    objec- 
tions, however,   would  have  produced  little 
effect  beyond  the  pafling  moment,  had  not  a 
inore  fpecious  objedl  of  attack  prefented  itfelf 

^  The  city  of  London  prefented  a  tardy  and  rduflant  addreft 
(May  tzth)  but  the  lord  mayor  did  not  anend  with  it  at  St.  Jaroes^s^ 
and  the  btUt  of  feveral  parifliet  were  muffled  during  the  pro* 
fefiioD. 

c  The  party  is  ftated  to  have  confifted  of  the  following  perfon ts 
the  dulcet  of  bevonihirei  Bolton,  andPonland;  marquis  of  RoclC'> 
mghamj  earU  Temple,  Cornwallic»  Albemarie,  Aftibumbamy 
Hardwicl^e,  and  Be(borough ;  lords  Spencer,  Sondes,  Grantham,  and 
Villiers  j  Mr.  Fitt,  Mr.  J.  Grenville,  and  Sir  George  Savile.  Hif* 
tory  of  the  late  Minority,  p.  (9  to  93. 

*  See  Mr.  Legge*s  ())eeches  in  the  debates.  North  Briton.  Hi(« 
tory  of  the  late  Minority,  p,  soy. 

M  in 
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CHAP,  in  one  of  the  modes  of  fupply :  this  was  the^ 
\\^}^    aS;  for  impofing  a  tax  on  perry  and  cyder. 
"^17^1-         Tnt  minifter  at  firft  intended  to  lay  a  duty 
Cyder  ux.  ^f  ^^  killings  per  hoglhead  on  the  liquor 
fold  by  retail,  confining  the  tax  to  the  vic- 
tualler :  the  next  project  was  to  lay  the  fame 
afleffment  on  the  firft  buyer.'     Neither  of 
thefc  propofals  was  agreeable  to  the  country 
gentlemen,  apd  therefore  the  mode  was  alter- 
ed to  an  impofition  of  four  fliillings  per  hogf- 
^  head  on  the  grower;  and  the  regulations  of 

the  excife  were  extended  to  the  collection  of 
this  duty. 
ObieffioDs.  Against  this  fyftep  it  was  not  difficult  tQ 
*  raife  a  loud  and  diflPiifive  clamour.  The  fame 
arguments  and  efforts  which  in  1733  had  near- 
ly driven  Walpole  from  the  helxny  could  not 
rail  of  being  again  employed.  In  the  houfe  of 
commons  Mr.  Pitt,  as  the  leader  of  oppofition,^ 
detailed  tlie  accuftomed  topics,  inveighed 
againft  theadmiffion  of  excife  officers  into  pri- 
vate dwellings,  and,  adverting  to  the  excellent 
maxim  that  every  man's  houle  is  his  caftle, 
deprecated  the  extenfion  of  excife  laws  to  in- 
dividuals, who,  by  their  birth,  education,  and 
profeffions,  were  mtirely  diftinft  from  the  tra- 
der, A  petition  was  prefente^  from  the  city 
of  London,  but  without  eflf'ed,  ^  and  the  bill 
ftSth  and  finally  paifed.  In  the  lords  it  met  with  equal 
30th  Mar.  oppolition ;  forty-nine  peers  divided  againft  it,- 
and  two  protells,  each  figned  by  three  peers, 
were  entered  o^i  the  journals.  Thefe  protefts 
were  couched  in  ftrong  terms;  and  the  tranfac- 
tion  is  rendered  more  remarkable  from  the  un- 

•  Debrett*sl)ebatesy  vol.  it;  p-  x3V 

'  Not  only  to  th^  commoRty  but  to  the  lorUs,  and  the  throne* 

prece-* 
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precedented  faft,  that  the  haufe  of  lords  divid*  chak 
cd  on  a  money  bill.  sJL]^ 

It  was  a  capital  error  in  lord  Bute's  admini-  i74|. 
ftration,  to  perfevere  in  a  meafure  which  gave 
fo  much  diiratisfa^tion,  and  afforded  eafy  means 
of  extending  the  influence  of  oppoiition.  Not 
the  city  of  London  alone,  but  thofe  of  Exeter 
and  Worcefter,  the  counties  of  Devon  and 
Hereford,  and  feveral  other  towns  and  places, 
inftrufted  their  reprefentatives  to  refift  the  tax, 
fent  letters  of  thanks  to  thofe  who  had  diiUn* 
guiihed  themfelves  in  oppoiition  ;  formed  alTo* 
ciations,  and  even  entered  into  combinations, 
to  let  their  apples  rot  under  the  trees,  rather 
tlian  make  them  into  cyder,  fubjett  to  fuch 
impofitions.  In  a  word,  no  public  meafure 
fmce  the  excile  a6l  propofcd  by  Sif  Robert 
Walpole,  •  had  excited  fo  great  a  ferment  in  the 
pation.  Prudence  fhould  have  dictated  to  lord 
Bute  an  imitation  of  Walpole :  he  faw  he  could 
neither  ftem  the  popular  tonent,  nor  mitigate 
its  fury,  and  fhould  have  withdrawn  himfelf 
from  its  effects,  by  renouncing  the  obnoxious 
meafure.  * 

Besides  the  determined  efforts  of  a  precon-  obfenrt. 
perted  oppofition,  and  the  general  inveftives  *'^"** 
^gainft  the  extenlion  of  the  excife  laws,  many 
fpecious  reafonings  were  adduced  againft  the 
cyder  tax.  It  was  faid  to  be  enormous  in 
amount,  and  unequal  in  application.  It  was 
computed  to  equal  the  rent  of  the  land  from 
which  it  arofe;  and  the  occupier,  being  obliged 
to  pay  the  whole  fum  within  fix  weeks  from 
the  time  of  making  the  cyder,  remained  ex- 
pofed,  without  allowance  or  drawback,  to  all 
the  lofs  arifing  from  thofe  accidents  to  which 

f  See  Coxe^s  Memoift  of  Sir  Robert  Walptlej  chap.  41  • 
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fo  hazardous  a  commodity  is  fubje6l.  .  Tt% 
prove  the  inequality  of  the  tax,  it  was  alleged 
that  all  the  different  forts  of  cyder  were  fiibject 
to  the  fame  impoiition  :  of  thefe  there  were 
computed  to  be  four  ;  the  worft  of  which  was 
made  from  tl>c  windialls,  and  could  only  be 
ferviceable  for  family  confumption ;  this,  and 
the  other  three  forts,  varying  in  value  from 
fight  to*  fifty  ihillings  a  hogiliead,  were  taxed 
alike,  by  which  means  the  common  drink  of 
the  day-labourer  was  fubject  to  as  heavy  a 
charge  as  the  luxurious  beverage  of  men  of 
ample  fortunes.  The  affertion  tiiat  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  difcriminate  the  claffes  of  cyder,  fa 
as  to  impofe  a  proportionate  duty,  was  more 
ftrongly  decried  as  difplaying  the  impolicy  of 
the  tax.  ^ 

luj  this  feffion,  in  confequence  of  a  melfage 
from  the  king,  the  houfe  of  commons  voted  a 
compenfation  to  thefubjeds  of  North  America^ 
for  the  expences  incurred  during  the  war,  in 
the  levying,  cloathing,  and  pay  of  the  troops 
raifed  by  the  refpe6tive  provinces.  *  The  pubr 
lie  bufmefs  being  early  difpatched,  parliament 
was  prorogued. 

Soon  after  the  pafling  of  the  cyder  tax, 
when  lord  Bute's  friends  and  enemies  confiderr 
ed  him  fo  permanently  fixed  in  office,  that  the 
long  labours  of  a  well  united  oppofition,  would 
be  requifite  for  his  expulfion,  he  aftoniflied  the 
public  by  a  fudden  relignation.  Sir  Francis 
DafliAVood  followed  his  example.  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  fucceeded  them  both  as  firft  lord  of  the 


^  See  cafe  of  the  count)'  of  Pevon,  publi^ed  by  the  dire^Uon 

©f  the  committee.  ' 

*  By  an  a6l  paffcd  this  feflion,  John  Harrifon  received  a  reward 
of  5,000 1.  for  bis  ingenious  labours  towards  the  difcov^ry  of  the  longi- 
tude. ' 

treafury. 


Q  £  O  R  O  £    ilL  128 

$reafuiy  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  and  chap^ 
fiotice  was  ffiven  to  the  foreign  miuifters^  that  y^!^ 
his  majefty  had  confided  the  executive  powers  *7^jt 
pf  government  to  Mr.  Grenville,  lord  Halx- 
ifax,  and  lord  Egremont  A  place  in  the  cabi- 
pet  was  offered  to  Mr.  Pitt,  but  he  infilled  ou 
fuch  extravagant  terms,  that  the  king  could 
not  in  honour  comply :  he  demanded  the  re- 
pioval  of  every  perion  who  had  in  any  man- 
ner been  engaged  in  making  the  peace ;  and 
pven  required  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
^ould  be  meliorated.  The  king  anfwered,  he 
would  ni^vCT  withdraw  his  proteftipn  from 
thofe  whofe  conduct  hci  approved,  or  reprobate 
meafures  which  he  had  (a^^tioned  with  his 
approbation.  ^ 

The  fudden  termination  of  lord  fiute'^mini-  Obfenm- 
fterial  career,  and  his  dereliction  of  that  power  f^^J^^utet 
which  it  was  thought  his  chief  aim  to  acquire,  nfigiia. 
and  his  principal  l?ibour  to  extend,  gave  rife  ^^^ 
to  various  conti*adidory  fpeculations.    By  fome 
it  was  attributed  to  fe^  of  impeachment,  aug* 
mented  by  the  profpeft  of  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford's return  from  Paris,  and  the  expeftations  of 
fome  important  difclofures.  *      Some  weakly 
imagined,  that  the  perfevering  attacks  of  the 
North  Briton  drove  him  from  the  helm  ;•  and 
others  believed  that  he  ftill  retained  his  power, 
though  he  did  not  openly  appear  to  exercife  it. 
The  reafons  aifigued  by  a  writer,  who  probably 
did  not  make  his  ftatement  without  the  privity 
of  lord  Bute,  arethefe:  "  His  refignation  is  in 
**  confequence  of  a  refolution  early  taken,  and 
^'  invariably  adhered  to  by  this  extraordinary 

If  From  private  infonsation. 

'  Life  of  lord  Chatham,  vol.  i.  p.  425. 

V  Jiiilory  of  the  late  Minority,  p.  117. 

"perfon; 
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CHAP;  '*pcrfott ;  who,  feeing  the  nation  involved  i]| 
^^';^^  "  a  coiifuming  war,  which  for  various  reafon^j  ^ 
'  «76j,  "  no  minifter  but  himfelf  would  put  an  end  to, 
'^  thought  hi mfelf  called  upon,  not  only  as  the 
*'  friend  of  his  fovereign,  but  as  the  friend  of 
"  his  country,  to  undertake  the  difficult  and 
**  dangerous  taik  of  making  peace :  this  he 
**  happily  accomplillied,  and  made  a  peace 
^*  which  fpeaks  for  itfelf.  In  the  profecution  of 
*^  this  great  work  his  life  has  been  often  threat* 
*^  ened,  and  fometimes  in  danger  from  an  ex- 
**  afperated  multitude :  **  his  charafter  has  been 
**  attacked  with  a  virulence,  till  now,  un- 
^*  known  :  his  relations,  his  friends,  the  place 
*'  of  his  nativity,  have  been  reviled,  and  every 
**  poflible  method  taken  to  difcredit  him  witl^ 
^*  the  public,  and  to  ruin  him  with  the  king 
*'  his  matter.  This  ftorm  he  endured,  and  per-r 
*'  fevered  with  inconceivable  conftancy,, till  the 
**  peace  was  ratified  and  approved  by  parliar 
*'  ment,  and  the  bufmefs  of  the  feflion  brought 
♦^  to  a  conclufion :  then  he  refigned,  leaving 
"  the  new  miniftry,  fupported  by  a  great  mar 
■"  jority  in  both  houfes,  and  not  obftrufted  by 
**  thofd  prejudices  which  had  been  fo  indufr 
♦*  trioufly  raifed  up  again  ft  him. 

"  This  opinion  of  bis  having  early  taken 
"  a  refolution  to  retire,  is  confirmed  by  the 
."  mildnefs  of  his  adminiftration,  and  his  total 
*'  neglefit  of  the  libels  againft  him.  He  has  acr 
"  cordingly  retired  without  place  or  penfion^ 

.  *  This  aflertion  was  verified  in  two  remarkable  inftances :  the 
liri>,  as  .he  was  goiog  to  the  lord  mayor's  entenainment  at  Guiklhall, 
when  he' was  attackra  by  the  populace,  bis  carriage  broke,  and  him^ 
felf  very  narrowly  elcaped  tjie  tizxake  of  a  club  j  the  other,  as  he  wai^ 
going  to  the  parliament  houfe,  when  the  civil  power  preierved  hinu 
— 'Hiftory  of  the  late  Minority,  p.  127. 

♦'  difdainingj 
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** <Jifilaining   to  touch  thofc  tiempting  fpoils   CHAR 

*'  which  lay  at  his  feet.  •  ^i^i 

There  is  too  great  an  appearance  of  preci-     i7H* 

J  citation  in  lord  Bute's  retreat,  to  fandion  tliefe 
uppofitions ;  even  the  king  was  not  early  ap- 
prized of  his  uitention,  and  from  his  ^ood 
opinion  of  the  earl,  lamented  that  he  had  loft 
a  friend  as  well  as  a  minifter. '  It  is  abfurd 
to  fuppofe  that  fear  of  impeachment  induced 
him  to  refign.  Fear  is  a  ftrange  motive  to 
aflign  for  yielding  up  that  which  conilitutes 
ftrength,  efpecially  Avhen  no  meafures  were 
^ken  to  make  tliat  facHiice  a  bribe  for  for-» 
iiearance.  The  terms  of  peace  have  already 
been  fo  amply  difcuffed,  as  to  leave  no  necef- 
fity  0f  again  entering  into  their  merits.  Ano-  ' 
thef  charge,  however,  was  brought  a^ainft  tlie 
minifter, — ^jtliat  pf  having  received  a  large  fum 
6f  money  from  France.'  After  having  for 
fome  years  amuCed  the  public,  and  ferved  as  a 
Ih^me  to  thofe  virulent  declaimers  who  are  a^ 
t^^ays  ready  to  repeat  the  groffeft  fables,  if  of  a 
(landerous  tendency,  this  allegation  met  its 
death  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  It  was 
brought  forvrard  by  Dr.  Mufgrave,  who,  in  a 
long  examination  betrayed  fo  large  a  portion 
of  credulity,  with  fo  fmalla  iliare  of  judgm^nt^ 

•  Letter  from  a  Gentkman  in  Tow»  to  bit  Friend  in  the  Coontry^ 

occalioned  by  a  Ute  Refignation. 

P  From  private  information. 

^  In  fu}>port  of  thif  unfounded  allegation,  the  public  attention 
tras  often  invidiouily  direfted  to  lord  Bute>  extenute  buildings  at 
Luton*  and  in  Berkeley  Square^  Such  magnificent  undertakingi 
proved  his  difinc^ard  ot  money ,  hut  they  were  not  too  great  for  lut 
ample  fortune.  By  hit  marriage  with  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward 
Wortley  Montague,  he  acqtdred  an  eftate  of  25,000 1.  a  year,  befidti 
450,000  i.  in  the  funds.  Far  from  fupplying  hit  expencet  by 
meant  of  the  public  money*  be  raifod  90*0001.  by  mortgage,  ana 
lived  lon^  enough  to  ledcf m  the  eftate  by  fnigality.«^rom  private 
infoniiation. 

that 
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CHAP,  tliat  the  hoiife,  after  a  mitiute  inveiftigatiori,' 
.^^  voted  his  information  in  the  higheft  degree  fri- 
■y*ji     volous,  and  unworthy  of  credit.  * 

It  is  improbable  that  lord  Bute,  who  ha<J 
patiently  endured  the  moft  virulent  inveftives, 
ihotild  be  driven  from  the  helm  by  fd  vapid  at 
produdiidn  as  the  North  Briton.      Bulke  pro- 

5)erly  chara6lerized  this  weak  and  malicious 
eries  of  libels,  by  calling  it  a  milk  and  water 
paper,  as  much  inferior  to  Junius  in  rancout^ 
and  venom5  as  in  ftrength,  wit,  and  judg- 
ment. • 

In  fa6l,  the  principal  caufe  of  his  tefignatioil 
WJis  the  U'ant  of  fupport  in  thfe  <:abinet.  In  ai 
private  letter  to  one  of  his  friends,  before  h^ 
retired  from  the  hefm,  he  more  fully  explained 
the  real  motives  of  his  condud;  "  Single,"  h^ 
faid,  "in  a  cabinet  of  my  own  forming ;  no 
**  aid  in  the  houfe  of  lords  to  fup^oit  me,  except 
**  two  peers,  (lords  Denbigh  ana  Pomfret);  both 
**  thelecrefciries  of  ftate  filent,  and  the  lord  chief 
*^  juftice,  whom  I  myfelf  brought  into'  office, 
"  voting  for  me,  yet  fpeaking  againft  me ;  the 
"  ground  I  tread  upon  is  fo  hollow,  that  I 
•^  am  afraid,  not  only  of  falling  myfelf,  but  of 
"involving  my  royal  mailer  in  my  ruin. — It 
"  is  time  for  me  to  retire  !"*  .  . 

The  continuance  of  the  ex-minifter's  fecret 
influence  in  the  clofet, /or  a  conjidcrable  period^ 
has  been  fo  repeatedly  and  confidently  aflert- 
cd,  that  to.  doubt  it  Avould  feem  raflihefs  ;  yet, 
perhaps,  if  we  except  the  negotiations  for  the 
minifterial  changes  foon  after  his  refignation^ 
in  which  he  was  occaiionally  the  medium  to 
communicate  the  kings  intentions,  no  report 

t  See  debatesy  January  ayth,  1 770. 

•  See  dabates,.  a  7th  November,  1770* 

•  From  private  information. 

was 
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Iras  ever  lefs  confonant  to  truth:  for  it  was  CHAP; 
his  confiant  and  repeated  complaint  to  his  in- 
timate friends,  bdth  in  his  travels  and  at  home, 
that  he  was  neglected  by  his  fovereign.  This 
avowal  from  a  man  fo  cautious  as  lord  Bute, 
outweighs  all  the  vague  aifertions  of  thofti 
who  maintained  the  exiftence  of  a  myfterioui 
agency,  and  proves  that  the  lofs  of  his  influ- 
ence had  funk  deep  in  his  mind. ' 

Lord  Bute's  fliort •  adminiftration  wa^ 
rendered  additionally  unpleafant  by  his  own 
Errors.  His  undertaking  t^  make  peace  when 
the  nation  was  eager  for  continuing  the  war; 
and  his  offending  all  thofe  who,  by  popularity 
or  family  conneclion,  were  enabled  to  co* 
operate  eflFe^ually  in  his  views;  were  rafh 
though  laudable  exertions :  and  his  danger 
was  augmented  by  his  negligence  of  public 
applaufe,  and  ignorance  of  the  means  by 
which  it  might  be  acquired.  He  was  advifed 
to  contemn  the  clamors  of  the  city,  for  on  the 
leail  threat  of  the  king's  dilpleafure,  thofe  who 
were  then  at  his  throat,  would  foon  be  at  his 
feet* ;  and  though  he  neither  cltcemed  nor  re- 
fpefted  the  man  who  gave  this  council,  the 
tenor  of  it  feems  agreeable  to  his  mode  of 
thinking :  the  confequence  M'as,  that  the  city 
conne6led  with  the  admiration  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
a  fadious  and  overbearing  fpirit  of  refiftance 
to  the  exertions  of  government.  Even  the 
virtues  of  lord  Bute  were  not  calculated  to  in- 
fure  refpe£i,  or  conciliate  affection.  It  is  faid 
of  him,  "  No  man  could  complain,  during  his 
^'  adminiftration,  of  a  promife  broken,  or  of 
**  hq>es  given  and  not  fulfilled.      No  inferior 

*  From  private  information. 

*  Letter  from  lord  Melcorobe  to  hid  Bute,  f  tb  Oflober,  176  z. 

**  perfon 
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CH  Af*.  "  pcrfbn  in  any  department  where  he  had  ferved^ 
\^ii^  "  ^'ho  d*d  ^ot  paflionately  regret  the.  lof$  of* 
^7^h  "  foeafy^  fo  kina  a  fiiperiof."  ^  In  diminution 
of  this  eulogiura,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  lord 
Bute  made  no  promifes,  and  gave  no  hopes^ 
except  to  perfons  whofe  devotion  he  meant 
to  fee  lire;  and  that  under  him  the  pernicious 
precedent  was  introduced,  of  removing  every 
dependent  of  government,  even  to  the  lowell 
ri.erks  in  the  public  offices,  to  introduce  othera 
of  his  own  nomination, '  This  proceeding  ne- 
ceffarily  created  many  enemies,  and  if  it  gave 
Kim  fome  claims  to  gratitude,  thofe  claims  w  ere 
too  flight  and  precarioufly  founded  to  be  much 
telicd  on*  His  patronage  of  literature  and  the 
arts,  was  liberal  and  honourable :  with  what 
judgment  it  was  beftowed,  is  not  the  province 
of  hiftory  to  difcufs  ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
open  to  the  imputation  of  corrupt  or  linifter 
motives. ' 

The  charafter  of  this  minifter,  as  connefted 
with  his  refignation,  is  wqM  pourtrayed  by  a 
contemporary  writer :  "  The  fupport  of  the 
*'  prince,  the  acquiefcence  of  tlie  people,  the 
"  coroplaifance  of  parliament,  and  Uie  baffled 
*^  efforts  of  his  rival,  fcemcd  now  to  have  rivett^d 
"  and  efiablifhed  the  carl  of  Butp  as  aperman/ent 
*'  minifter.  A  feeble  clamour  witliout  doors  muil 
*'  have  foon  dice}  away,  with  the  lippes  of  forcing 
"  his  lordlhip  from  his  high  department  To  the 
!*  alloniihment  of  the  worlds  tQ  t^ieqertain  ruin 

7  L^ttier  from  a  Gentleman  in  Town  lo^his  Friend  in  the  Country^ 

-  »  Seriouft  Confi<1cration«  on  the  MeaAires  of  the  Prefent  Aadmini- 
f  ration,  by  Dr.  Butl.er»  bifhop  of  |ierefaixi,  p.  lo.  The  (aaU^  faft 
is'aflerted  in  innumerable  other  publications. 

••  Lord  Bute*s  private  virtues  and  fecial  qualities  are  not  defcanted 
on,  they  do  no^  form  the  fubjc^  of  hift'ory  j  but  tlicy  were  numerous 
and  eftiinabic. 

"of 
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^  of  his  charaftei- as  a  politician,  he  fuddenly  chap. 
**  refigned.     The  furprize  of  his  enemies  pre-    ^^ 
**  vented  them  from  taking  advantage  of  the      «763* 
"  confternation  among  his  friends.    The  former 
"  abufed  him :   the  latter  blamed :   both  def- 
**  pifed  his  condu^. 

"  This  conduft,  ho\rever,  at-ofe  more  from 
"  the  charader  and  difpolition  of  the  man,  than 
"  from  any  public  oppofition  to  his  meafures,  or 
•*  private  circunillance  of  intimidation.  Though 
"  born  witli  good  parts,  and  a  good  heart,  he 
"  was  poffeffed  of  qualities  which  I'uUied  the  one, 
"  and  made  the  other  doubtful,  in  the  eyes  of 
•*  tlie  fupei-ficial  and  prejudiced.  Surrounded 
"  with  men  whofe  wcakncfs  was  known  to  thi 
"  world,  his  judgment  of  mankind  became  fuf- 
**  peeled ;  and  it  was  difficult  to  reconcile  bene- 
"  volcnce  of  temper,  with  a  pride  that  rendered 
**  him  inacceiTible.  Attached  by  nature  to  a  re- 
••  tired  manner  of  life,  he  contraAed  a  ihynefs 
"  of  difpofition,  which  ought  never  to  be  carried 
**  into  the  higheft  depaitment  of  the  ftate.  Ha- 
"  bit  eftabliihed  the  companions  of  the  obfcure 
•*  part  of  his  life  fo  firmly  m  his  mind,  that  he  fa*  • 
**  crificed  his  reputation  with  others,  to  an  ap- 
"  pearance  of  an  inattention  to  them.  They  ' 
"  were,  however,  his  companions,  but  not  his 
"  counfellors:  he  loved  them  for  their  good  na- 
"  ture ;  his  good  fenfe  forced  him  to  defpife 
*'  their  underftandings.  Intelligent,  penetrat* 
*'  ing,  and  ihrewd,  he  ftudied  the  theory  of  gor 
*^  vernment  withfuccefs;  circumftances  attend-* 
*^  ing  his  youth,  and  a  habit  of  retirement,  cir- 
"  cumfcribed  his  knowledge  in  the  praftice. 
*^  Miflaking  the  attention  paid  to  his  office  and 
"  fituation  for  aflual  attachment  to  his  perfon, 
•'hewas  deceived  by  the  deligning;  and  he 
*'  looked  upon  political  defertion  as  a  fmgular 

vo^  I.  K  "  inftancc 
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C  HA?,  "infldnce  of  depravity  in  the  age.  The  hoife 
^5w  "  ^'^^  clamours  of  an  interefted  few,  lie  took  far 
*76i.  **  the  voice  of  the  public;  and,  thinking  he  had 
*'  dcfervcd  well  of  the  nation,  he  was  offended 
"  at  its  ingratitude.  He  retired  with  chagrin  ; 
"  and  his  enemies  owed  the  vidory,  whifch  they  ^ 
"  afcribed  to  their  own  fpirit  and  conduft,  to 
"  an  adventitious  miftake  in  his  mind."  * 
Chanftcr  Mr.  Grenvilie,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
ftwiUc.  ^^^  ^^^  adminiftration,  was  fon  of  George 
Grenville,  efquire,  of  Wootton  in  the  county 
of  Bucks,  by  Efther  filler  of  lord  Cobhaai.  He 
was  bred  to  the  law ;  and  in  the  year  1741  was 
initiated  in  parliamentary  and  oi^cial  bufmefs. 
.  He  was  fucceflivcly  appointed  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury  and  admiralty,  and  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
under  George  ll,  and  fecretary  of  ftate,  and 
firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  in  the  prefent  reign^ 
To  a  mafculine  underftanding^  and  refoiute 
mind,  he  joined  an  unwearied  applicatioa,  and 
confidered  bufineis  not  as  duty  wnicbke  was  to 
fulfil,  but  a  pleafare  he  was  to  enjoy .^  He  won 
his  way  to  pomner  through  the  laborioiis  gtada^ 
tions  of  puolicfervice;  and  fecured  to  himfelf 
a  well  earned  rank  in  parliament,  by  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  its  conftitution,  and  a  perfect 
pradice  in  all  its  affairs.  ^  A  conilant  atten-^ 
tion  to  the  forms  of  bnfinefs,  rendered  him 
methodical  in  debate ;  bat,  although  he  was  not 
diflinguifhed  by  the  graces  of  eloquence,  his 
^eches  were  replete  with  found  knowledge, 
and  dtfplayed  a  thorough  aci^atntance  with 
his  fubjed.  His  political  life  was  chequered 
by  dtvwfiUeB  of  conne&ion  and  opipoiitioa.:  h^ 
came  into  office  under  the  aufpices  of  lord  Cob-' 

^  Poli^  Condna  of  the  Ettliof  Ckathan^.  p.  *}* 
•  c  Bttrke^  woriw»vol.Lp«54<.'  '  .  ^ 
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Wm,  aj&ci  cdntmued  under  theiiandard  of  liis  crap^ 
brother,  earl  Temple,  till  the  beginning  of  the  sJH^ 
preferit  reign.    Jealoufy  of  his  brother  in  la^r,     »f  6}* 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  other  concurrent  circomfianceSy 
broke  the  fatnily  phalanx ;  and  although  Mr* 
Grenville  afterwards  coalcfced  with  lord  Tem- 
ple, he  vrtis  never  reconciled  to  Mr.  Pitt 

LoiiD  Bote  is  accufed  of  having  be^n  a  Vimknce 
)>i^r  war,  by  hiring  writers  to  fupport  his  ad-  ^^^^^^ 
inintftration,  and  Vilify  his  opponents.  ^  There  S©nt."* 
is  feme  truth  in  the  fnggeuion  that  certain 
writers  were  liberally,  or  rather  extravagantly, 
paid  for  their  exertions  in  behalf  of  govern-* 
ment ;  *  but  lord  Bute  did  not  begin  the  p^er 
war,  a(id  the  authors  on  bis  fide  did  not  equal 
their  opponents  in  fcurrilityi  If  the  pJraaice 
of  employing  men  of  letters  to  defend  the  pro* 
coedings  of  eovcrnment  has  any  juilification, 
it  muit  be  round  in  the  circumflaUces  of  the 
times,  when,  from  an  extreme  ftridneis  of  re* 
gulation,  no  accounts  of  the  debates  in  either 
tu>ufe  were  given  to  the  public,  and  their  chidP 
information  on  the  topics  aghated  in  parlia^ 
ment,  was  derived  from  the  lord's  protefts,  and 
fuch  pamphlets  as  detailed,  in  a  partial  and 
equivocal  idfianner,  the  arguments  ufed  by  the 
tnembei^  However  it  might  originate,  the 
licentfouJneis  of  the  prefs  now  became  un*- 
fcoundedi  and  difgraceful  to  the  nation^ 

*  Wtorj  of  ^  lace  Minority,  p.  77. 

«  I'hift  doet  not  feem  to  b^ve  foteo  a  metfure  of  lord  Butc*t  pfmi 
fiiggeftion^  but  to  have  flowed  pcincipallv  from  lord  Melcooibef 
S«e  his  Dtary»  p.  4.19, 14.5.  In  a  letter  to  lord  Bate,  dated  8th  Oc- 
Mwr,  .1761,  Lord  Mclcombe  Ays,  **  Mr.  Pitt  may  cbhik  by  ^aitag 
out  opon  •  fpirited  pretence,  to  turn  the  attention  ^d  diflatisfae- 
lion  Of  the  public  on  tbofe,  who,  at  a  ruinous  expence,  are  to  carry 
imJim  srild  caeafutes,  and  iilrhoin  they  hava  been  taught  to  diflike,  by 
a  Coal  abandonment  of  the  piela  to  him  and  his  creatareSf  which  1 
Immbij.iiope  yoji  wiU  think  proper  to  employ  .better.'* 

K  «  It 
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CHAP«  Pr  was  at  length  thought  ncceffary  to  at-' 
^^  tempt  reftraining  this  intolerable  torrent  of 
176J.  calumny.  The  late  minifter  endured,  with  great 
tion  ofVhe  equanimity  and  forbearance,  the  abufe  to  which 
North  Bri-  hc  was  fubje£led,  and  did  not  ufe  the  lafh  of 
***"  power  againft  a  man,  who  had  openly  avowed 

his  refolution,  "  to  try  how  far  it  was  praflica>- 
"  bie  to  carry  the  licentioufnefs  of  writing,  un- 
"  der  pretext  of  exerciiing  the  liberty  of  the 
"  prefs. '      This  individual  was  John  Wilkes, 
member  of  parliament  for  Aylefbury,  the  avow- 
ed author  of  the  North  Briton,  a  periodical 
paper,  in  which  every  public  meafure  was  ar- 
raigned and  ridiculed,  with  coarfeinvedive  and 
93d  April,  fcurrilous  ribaldry.    This  licence  was  carried  to 
fuch  an  extent  in  the  obfervations  on  the  king's 
fpeech  at  the  prorogation  of  parliament,  publifli- 
ed  in  the  forty-fifm  number  of  the  North  Bri- 
»6tb.        ton,  that  it  was  judged  expedient  to  ilTue  a  war- 
w^^    i-ant  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate's  office,  requir- 
iffued.       ing  four  meffengers  in  ordinary  to  make  ftrift 
fearch  .for  the  authors,  printers,  and  publifliers 
of  the  above  feditious  and  treaibnable  produc- 
tion, and  apprehend  and  feize  them,  together 
with  their  papers,  and  bring  them  before  the 
49th.        fecretary  of  ftate.      Under  this  authority,  one 
Leachi    a  printer,    to  whom  the   mefi'engers 
had  been  erroneoufly  dire&ed,  was  apprehend- 
ed, but  difcharged.       Kearfley,  the    avowed 
publiiher,  was  next  taken  into  cuftody,  and 
voluntarily  avowed,    before  lord  Halifax  the 
fecretary  of  ftate,  that  one  Balfe  was  the  prin- 
ter, and  Mr.  Wilkes  the  author  of  the  paper. 
Balfe  confirmed  the  fame  fa6b^  and  the  crown 
lawyers  being  of  opinion  that  the  publication 
of  a  libel  was  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  there-* 

'  SiBoUeti*»  complete  Hiftory  of  Epgland^  vol*  xvK  p.  iii. 

fore 
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K>re  not  a  cafe  of  privilege,  the  meffengers  were  chap. 
direfted  by  virtue  of  the  fame  Marrant  to  bring    sj!}^ 
Wilkes  before  the  fecretary  of  ftate.     The  olti-      *7^^ 
cers.Avere  inftrucled  to  execute  their  warrant 
the  fame  night;  but  Wilkes  objecting  to  the 
general  tcnns  in  which  it  Mas  M'orded,  and 
threatening  the  mrflcligers  with  his  vengeance, 
if  they  offered  violence  to  his  pcrfon  at  that  un- 
leafonablc   time,    they  defifted   till  the  next 
morning,  M'hen  he  was  arrefted,  and,  having  soAApriL 
in  vain  demanded  a  cppy  of  the  writ,  carried  ^JJJjJSS 
before  loixl  Halifax. 

When  Wilkes  M-as  firft  apprehended,  he  re-  Habeas 
ceived  a  vifit  from  lord  Temple,  who  by  his  re-  Corpui 
queft  applied  to  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  °**^^  ^* 
tor  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.     The  motion  was  wiikcs 
granted ;  but  before  the  writ  could  be  prepar-  committed 
«d,  Wilkes,  having  rcfufed  to  anfwer  all  quef-  xowcr. 
tions,  Mas  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  de- 
tained in  fuch  clofe  cuftody  that  his  friends, 
^nd  even  his  counfeland  folicitor,  were  refufcd 
admittance.  * 

Th  Es  E  were  the  circumftances  which  brought  obrervn- 
under  public  difcullion,  one  of  the  moft  im^  ^ons. 
portant  points,  relative  to  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjett,  agitated  lince  the  Re\'olution ;  namely, 
the  legality  of  General  Warrants.  The  impor^ 
tance  of  theobjeft  communicated  itfclf  tothe 
parties  concerned  in  the  tranfaftion,  and  made 
fome  parts  of  their  conduft,  which  would  other- 
wife  have  efcaped  obfervation,  Morthy  of  par- 
ticular attention.  The  miniftry  could  not 
juftly  incur  blame  for  exerting  the  power  with 
>vhich  tliey  were  invcfted,  in  puniihing  a  libel 
£l)  audacious  as  the  forty -fifth  number  of  the 
North  Briton  :  it  became  a  very  diftind  mat- 

t  Vri]ice$*s  letter  to  tlieduke  of  Grafton,  Dec.  xa,  1766. 

K  3  tcr 
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CHAP,  terfrom  perfonal  forbearance,  to  tolerate  the 

J  ^^2^  circulation  of  a  writing,  in  which  the  king  wa3 

tr^s*     accufed  of  having  uttered  a  lie  from  the  throne. 

Of  fuch  a  crime  it  is  no  extenuation  to  diftin-r 

fuiih  (as  Wilkes  afterwards  did,  **  and  in  fe6l 
id  in  the  very  publication)  "between  the  king 
and  his  niinifter:  the  treafonable  fuggeftion  is 
not  mitigated  by  fuppofing  the  king  the  mere 
engine  through  which  the  minifter  .^eludes  thq 
people.  It  is  a  point  of  propriety  and  delicacy 
m  the  courfe  of  parliamentary  debate,  when  an 
addrefs  to  the  throne  is  under  difcuflion,  to  (hew 
refpe6l;  to  the  king,  by  confidering  his  fpeech 
as  the  produ6lion  of  the  minifter,  in  order  to 
take  away  all  appearance  of  offence  from  the 
free  manner  in  v»hich  it  is  canvaflTed:  but 
when,  in  order  to  ftigmatize  the  minifter,  the 
fovercign  is  involved  as  an  accomplice  in  ^ 
charge  fo  meanly*  criminal  as  that  of  uttering 
a  direft  falfehood,  fuch  a  difcrimination  is  ra- 
ther in  the  nature  of  guilty  fubterfuge,  than  of 
refpeftful  diftin6fion,  ' 

With  refpeft  to  the  warrant:  common 
fenfe,  the  conftitution,  and  the  fubfequent  de- 
cifion  of  the  courts,  concur  in  pronouncing  it 
illegal ;  but  the  qijniftry  who  iifed  it  were  not 
liable  to  cenfujc  It  lay  before  them  as  a 
cuftomary  procefi,  which  had  been  reforted  to, 
even  recently,  by  the  moft  popular  minifters ; 
nor  was  their  attention 'dire6tea  to  the  warrant 
itfelf,  but  to  its  eflfe6b :  the  opinion  of  crowii 
|l lawyers  Mas  not  taken  on  the  extended  quef- 
tion,  whether  a  general  warrant  was  legal;  hut 
whether  Wilkes's  offence  was  fuch  as  juftified 
^  the  ufc  of  it,  and  whether  his  privilege  pro- 

tcfted  him  againft  its  operation. 

^  See  Ills  fj^cedi  in  tbe  court  pf  Common  Pleas,  3d  May* 

TllK 
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The  fkft  bajb/e^  corpus  was  directed  to  the  chap. 
fneflengers,  but  not  being  iffued  till  Wilkes  was    ^^ 
put  of  their  cuttody,  was  rendered  inefiedual,     1761. 
and   a    nejy    one  *  orderjed,    dircfted  to    tlic  lIJJ^^ 
conftable  of  the  Towei\     In  obediepce  to  this  ing». 
writ,  Wilkes  was  brought  before  the  court:  he  jdMiy. 
fnade  a  flippant  fpeech,  in  which  he  expofed  his 
grievances,  and  accufed  the  miniftiy  of  havins^ 
yecourfe  to  this  mo<l.e  of  pcifecutipn,  becaufe 
they  h^  failed  in  their  attempt  to  corrupt  him. 
The  court  took  time  to  conlidcr  of  the  argu-  ««V, 
inents  adduced,  and  at  length  the  chief  juftice  difi^g^. 
delivered  their  joint  opinion,  that  tlie  writ  was 
not  illegal,  but  that  Wilkes  was  entitled  to  a 
difcharee,  by  virtue  of  his  privilege ;  a  benefit 
which  lie  owed  intirely  to  the  gratuitous  ad* 
miffion  of  the  counfcl  for  the  crown,  that  he 
was  a  member  of  parliament.  *    A  profecution 
^vas  iinmediatjtfly  inftituted  againft  him  by  tha 
attorney   goieral    for  publiihing  the  North 
iJriton. 

Lord  Tempjlp  in  thefe  proceedings  ftood  Conduaof 
forward  the  avowed  fupportei-  and  pation  of  ^j^  ^^"' 
Wilkes,  and  morjc  than  jliared  tlic  popularity 
jrefulting  frojna  die  conteft.     The  king  having  wiikct 
idepnved  Wilkes  of  his  commiflion  as  colonel  deprived  of 
in  the  Buckingham/hire  militia;    it  was  the  ^^^^^* 
office  of  lord  Temple,  as  lord  lieutenant,  to 
annouce  tlii^t  refolution,  which  be  did  in  the  5^^* 

^  In  delivering  judgment  on  this  point,  the  chief  juftice  iifed 
thefe  words  :  <*  It  remains  to  be  conljdered,  whether  Mr.  Wilkes 
ought  not  to  be  difcharged ;  the  kins^s  coimfel  have  thought  fit  to 
admit  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons »  and  we  are 
bound  to  take  notice  of  it.  In  the  cafe  of  the  teven  biibope,  the 
court  took  notice  of  their  privilege  from  their  dei'criptton  in  the 
warrant  i  in  the  prefeot  ca(e  there  is  no  fuit  depending  $  here 
JK>  writ  of  privilege  can  therefore  ifluey  no  plea  of  privilege  can  hi 
received  }  it  refts,  and  mult  reft,  on  the  admilTion  of  the  counfel  for ' 
jtbe  crown ;  it  is  fairly  before  us  upon  that  admiifion,  and  we  are 
bound  to  determine  it/'    Digelt  of  the  JLiws  ConcenuQg  Libels, 

K  4  molt 
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CHAP,  moft  gentle  terms,  accompanied  with  aiTur- 
^^i^  ances  of  regret,  and  complimentary  teftimonies, 
Lo*dT  '^^^  behaviour  on  the  part  of  lord  Temple  was 
picdiipi^I  fo  ofFenfive,  that  he  was  ftruck  off  the  lift  of 
ed.  privy  counfellors,  and  difmifled  from  the  lord 

^^^  lieutenancy  of  Buckinghamfliire, .  which  was 
given  to  Sir  Francis  Dafliwood,  who  had  re- 
cently attained  the  title  of  lord  le  Defpenfer. 

But  although,  from  an  opinion  that  Wilkes 
was  impnj^perly  treated,  lord  Temple  fupported 
him  with  warmth  which  plainly  reiulted  from 
convidion,  and  with  vigoul-  fuflicient  to  pro- 
teft  him  from  fuffering  under  any  wanton 
effort  of  malevoleiice,  or  even  under  a  mif- 
Conftru6lion  of  the  law,  he  did  not  approve 
the  violence  and  malignity  which  charaaeriz- 
ed  his  paper,  or  the  national  relleciions  M'ith 
which  it  abounded.  He  advifcd  Wilkes  to  re- 
main in  a  ftate  of  dignified  refignation,  and 
await  the  decilion  of  parliament,  and  the  award 
of  the  courts  of  law.  This  line  of  conduct*' 
would  have  fuited  lord  Temple  in  limilar  cir- 
cumftances ;  but  the  only  aim  of  Wilkes  was 
to  court  perfecution,  for  the  fake  of  acquiring 
popnlaritv.  He  no  fooner  obtained  his  dif-^ 
charge,  man  he  wrote  a  fcurrilous  letter  to  the 
fecretaries  of  ftate,  aflferting  thj^t  his  houfe  Had 
been  robbed,  and  the  ftolen  goods  were  in 
their  poffeffion.  To  render  this  infult  the  more* 
infupportable,  he  printed  the  letter,  and  dif- 
tributed  feveral  thoufand  copies.  The  fecre- 
taries of  ftate,  inftead  of  treating  this  defpciate 

k  It  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  memory  of  lord  Temple, 
to  make  a  ftron^  difcrimination  bct\^ecn  his  chaiafter,  and  that  of 
Wilkes,  which  is  repi-efented  in  the  blackeft  colours  of  profligacy; 
inhumanity,  meanneis,  and  vcnahy.  See  letter  to  lor;^  Temple, 
Ac.  &c.  And  it  is  proper  to  oblcrve  that  there  is  not  the  lea  ft 
fliadow  of  truth  in  Wilkes's  allegation,  that  ihc  miniftry  perfecuted 
|»caufc  they  could  not  corrupt  him.  .... 

effort 


GEORGE    IIL  157 

^ort  with  merited  contempt,  by  retutningan   chap: 
anjTwer  gave  to  Wilkes  an  opportunity  of  ap-    ^l;^ 
pealing  to  their  fenfe  of  propriety  for  an  od-     «7«3. 
fervance  of  thofe  laws  of  decorum  which  he 
had  fo  utterly  negleded.  ^ 

The  cabinet,  which  had  always  been  con-  Death  of 
fidered  extremely  weak,  was  ftill  further  en-  J^^'^jf^^*' 
feebled  by  the  death  of  lord  Egremont,  whofe.  tiftkag, 
jgreat  abilities  and  influence  gave  weight  to  his 
jneafures.      Lord   Bute,  feniible  tlie  miniftry  »5th. 
could  not  continue,  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt,  and  ^J^^V 
Qbtaining  a  clear  ftatement  of  his  opinions  with  m"  put. 
refpedt  to  men  and  meafures,  procured  for  him  %7tK 
an  intervie\«r  with  the  kmg  at  Buckingham 
Houfe.     Mr,  Pitt's  fituation  was  thus  rendered 
extremely  delicate :  to  refufe  advice  and  allift- 
5ince  when  folicited  by  the  king,  was  impofli- 
ble ;  but  tlie  jealous  vigilance  of  oppolition 
j^vas  ever  ready  to  take  alarm  :  a  certain  degree 
pf  publicity  was,  therefore,  the  beft  means  of 
avoiding  fufpicion.      He   went  through  the 
^lall  in  his  gouty  chair  at  nooii-day,  the  boot 
of  whicji  (as  he  faid  hiiulVlt")  made  it  as  well 
kno^vn,  as  if  his  name  Wcis  written  upon  it. 
ilis  maje^y  received  hii«  "loft  gracioufly,  and 
heard  him  with  great  patience  and  attention. 
The  audience  lalted  three  hours.      Mr,  Pitt 
<}efcanted  on  the  infirmities  of  the  peace;  the 
things  necelfary,  and  hitherto  neglected,  to  im- 
prove and  prefeive  it ;  tlie  prefent  ftate  of  the 
nation,  both  foreign  apd  domeftic ;  and  fpeci- 
iSed  the  great  Whig  families  who  had  been 
driven  from   his  majeliy's   fervjce,   whom  it 
would  be  for  his  intercft  tP  reftore.     The  king 

I  The  ftatement  of  proceed'mgs  againft  Willed,  and  the  itflec 
bons  on  thtm,  form  the  fubje^l  of  fome  liundreds  of  pamphietf,  and 
occupy  a  coofiderable  portion  of  all  the  periodical  works  of  the 
day^  from  which  this  namtive  bat  been  cxtradUd. 

made 
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CHAP#   made  no  objection  to  any  of  thefe  ftateinents, 

^J;^    except  by  faying,  that  his  honour  muft  be  preif 
»7*3<     ifei-ved ;  and  direfted  Mr.  Pitt  to  attend  him 
again  on  the  twenty-ninth- 

»«ihAug,  Mr.  PjTT  well  latisfied,  from  his  majefty's 
apparent  acqniefcence,  that  a  cabinet  would 
be  formed,  according  to  his  fuggeflions,  on  a 
Whiff  bafis,  repaired  without  a  moment's  delay 
to  cStremont,  and  arranged  with  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle  the  new  adrnmiftrafion.  Mr.  Pitt 
undeitook  to  a])prize  the  duke  of  Devon  (hire, 
and  the  niarqme  of  Rockingham ;  tlie  duke  of 
Newcafde  wa»  to  inform  lord  Hardwicke. 

sytbAog.  The  next  audience  fubvertcd  thefe  hopes; 
for,  when  Mr,  Pitt  named  his  co-adjutors,  the 
king  mentioned  fome  perfops  whom  he  wiflied 
to  introduce  into  the  adiuiniftration,  and  lai4 
down  a  plan  for  a  general  arrangement.  Mr. 
Pitt,  without  circumlocution,  told  hismajefty 
that  a  miniftry  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
the  noble  families  who  had  fupported  the  re? 
volution  government,  and  other  great  perfons 
in  whofe  abilities  and  tried  integrity  the  pub^ 
lie  confided  from  exi>erience,  and  who  had 
weight  and  credit  with  the  nation.  His  majefty 
fuddenly  terminated  the  conference,  by  fav- 
ing,  "  tVell,  Mr.  Pitt,  1  fee  (or  I  fear)  tliis 
**  will  not  do.  My  honour  is  concerned,  and 
''  I  muft  fupport  it." 

Th  I  s^  remarkable  tranla^iion  furniihed  anir 
pie  materials  for  apinladverfion  and  conjetiurc. 
It  was  fnppofcd  by  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  from 
whofe  letter  t^ie  information  on  this  topic  is 
principally  derived,  that  in  the  day  which  in- 
tervened between  Mr.  Pitt's  lirft  and  fecond 
audience,  fome  ftrong  eifor|i  was  made  which 
produced  the  alteration. 

JipT  with  great  dptei-ence  to  this  opinion^ 
^  *'    '   .  '  the 
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the  change  of  the  king's  fentiments  may  be  chak. 
^fcribed  to  other  caufes.  The  only  perfon  y^li^ 
who  could  be  fuppofed  to  influence  the  royal  »7«3* 
mind  was  lord  Bute,  and  he  had  no  mo- 
tive to  adopt  fuch  a  line  of  conduft ;  for  in 
botli  thefe  conferences,  Mr.  Pitt  expreffed  no 
objection  to  unite  with  him,  and  the  miniftry 
could  not  aft  with  cordiahty  towards  one  who 
had  attempted  to  difplace,  without  confulting 
them.  It  is  more  probable,  that  at  the  firft  in-  . 
terview,  the  king,  traufported  with  Mr.  Pitt 'a 
rapid  and  commanding  eloquence,  overlooked 
the  inevitable  tendency  of  his  arrangement,  — 
that  of  fubjeftin^  the  tiirone  to  the  domination 
pf  ceitain  powerful  families  ;  but  in  the  inter- 
mediate day,  he  had  reflefted  on  the  fubjeft, 
jand  when  the  fecond  conference  took  place, 
^hough  he  was  willing  to  aflure  to  Mr.  Pitt 
and  his  friends  a  complete  afcendency  in  the 
cabinet,  by  making  lord  Temple  firft  lord  of 
the  treafury,  lord  Hardwicke  prefident  of  the 
council,  and  Mr.  Pitt  fecretary  of  ftate,  yet 
he  woujd  not  fubmit  to  the  exclufive  fpirit 
which  induced  Mr.  Pitt  to  attempt  filling  the 
whole  council  board  Mnth  one  ftrong,  compact, 
weighty  influence.  This  oppofition  of  princi- 
ple terminated  the  difcufiion,  and  Mr.  Pitt 
fieclared,  that  if  examined  on  oath,  he  could 
not  tell  upon  what  the  negotiation  broke 
oiF,  whether  upon  any  particular  point,  or  upon 
the  general  complexion  of  the  whole. " 

This  treaty  having  failed,  the  duke  of  Bed-  *<*»  "^^^^ 
ford  was  appointed  lord  prefident  of  thecoun-  Duke  of 

*     '    '      i  Bedford'* 

•  See  lord  Hardwicke*t  letter  to  a  near  relation  (lord  Royfton)  miniftry. 
on  the  {vhjt&,  of  a  miniilcrial  negotiation  in  1763,  printed  for  Jer- 
Tit  and  Debrett,  1785.    See  alio.  Anatomy  of  a  late  Negotiation  { 
ftnd  a   general  abftra^  cf  the  accounts,  of  this  interview,  which 
were  given  10  the  public  in  the  Gcnileman's  Magazine /or  1763, 

Cll, 
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CHAP,  cil,  lord  Sandwich  fecretary  of  ftatc,  lord  Eg^- 
y^l;^   mont  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty, 
J763.      an(;l  Mr.  Grenville  retained  his  fitualion  of  firlt 
lord  of  the  treafury  and  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer :  this  was  called  the  duke  of  Bedford's 
miniftry. 

Their  career  began  at  an  inaufpicious  mo- 
ment, when  the  whole  nation  feenied  replete 
with  jealoufy,  alarm,  and  difcontent.  Mr.  Pitt 
alone  could  have .  effeftually  aifuaged  the  por 
pular  irritability;  but  the  kin^:  ^ras  precluded 
from  benefiting  by  his  popularity, 
wjiites  One  great  fource  of  unealinefs  was  for  a 

pwbiimcs  while  removed  in  the  perfon  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
UiU.^  *"  ^^^  difgraced  his  charadcr,  and  forfeited  all 
profpe6l  of  fupport  from  perfdns  of  refpectabi- 
lity.  After  his  liberation  from  the  Tower,  iu- 
ftead  of  following  the  advice  of  more  difccrn- 
ing  friends,  and  acting  with  the  dignity  be- 
coming a  champion  of  popular  freedom,  he 
adopted  a  line  of  conduft  equally  violent  and 
mean:  finding  the  printers  averfe  to  incur 
tlie  danger  of  publifliing  his  produ6lions,  he 
eftabliilied  a  prefs  in  his  own  houfe,  and  diftri- 
buted  propofals  for  printing  by  fubfcription,  at 
the  price  of  one  guinea,  **  The  Proceedings  of 
Admijiiftration  on  his  Cafe;"  but,  t^o  his  great 
difappointment,  very  few  fubfcriptions  were  ob- 
tained. ■  He  next  committed  to  his  prefs  a 
moft  obfcene  and  blafphemous  poem,  called, 
**  An  Effay  on  Woman,"  defigned  as  a  parody 
on  Pope's  Effay  ,on  Man.  A  iheet  was  com- 
municated through  one  of  Wilkes's  journey n 
men  printers  to  Mr.  Kidgell,  chaplain  to 
lord  March,  and  was  at  length  laid  before  tlie 

»  Hirtory  of  tlic  late  Minority,  p.  203. 

^  fecretaries 
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fecreteries    of  ftate.*     Meanwhile,    Wilkes's  chap. 
prds  was  employed  in  a  new  edition  of  the  firft    ^^J^ 
forty-five  numbers  of  the  North  Briton,  with     »7^3« 
notes   and    corre6lions.      This    meafure   was 
equally  repugnant  to  the  advice  of  his  friends, 
as  it  furnilhed  more  certain  means  of  convic- 
tion in  the  profecution  inftituted  againft  him. 
Wilkes,  however,  was  inflexible  to  advice,  and 
havinff  put  his  work  in  a  ftatc  of  forwardnefs,  ^^  ^^ 
went  to  pais  a  few  M^eks  ni  i  ranee. ' 

•  See  KidgeU*8  Narrative,  publilhed  by  Robfonand  Wilkie,  1763, 
It  is  alleged  in  mitigation  of  Wilkes's  crime,  that  no  more  than  a 
dozen  copies  were  printed.  Hxttory  of  the  late  Minority,  p.  ao6« 
— Anfwcr  to  Kid^irs  Pamphlet,  p.  8. 

V  Hiftory  of  the  late  Minority,  p.  an.  During  his  ftay  in 
France,  Wilkes  was  infulted  by  a  Scottifh  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Forbes,  and  was,  in  order  to  prevent  a  duel,  put  under  an  arreft. 
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CHAPTfelt  THE   SEVENTH: 
1763—17644 

Meeting  of  parliament.  —  Proceedings  refpcQ^ 
ing  IVilkcs.  —  Riot  on  burning  the  JNo7^th 
Briton.  —  Further  proceedings  in  parlia- 
ment. —  AStions  tried  againji  the  meffenger. 
—  JVilkes  goes  to  France.  —  Marriage  of 
the  princefi  Augujla*  —  JVilkes  expelled  the 
houfe  of  commons.  —  Debates  on  privilege^ 
and  on  general  xvarrants.  —  Wilkes's  trial 
and  outlaxi:ry.^ —  Supplies.  —  Refolut  ions  for 
taxing  America.  —  Prorogation  of  parlia^ 
ment.  —  View  of  American  affairs.  —  Go* 
vermnent  of  Ca?iada.  —  Intrigues  of  the 
French  in  Canada.  —  Indian  war.  —  Regu-' 
lations  for  prevention  of  ftnuggling.  — 
ConduBqf  the  New  England  Provinces. — 
Dr.  Franklin  fent  to  England  as  agent. — ^ 
His  character. 

€H  71  ?•    \|  R.  Wi  LKEs's  cafe  was  the  firft  objed  whicht 

^^  engaged   the    attention   of   parliamentr 

1763.     The  commons,  after  hearing  the  king's  fpeech, 

iitttiiirof  ^^^  ^^  fooner  returned  to  their  own  houfe, 

paiiiament.  than    Mr.   GrcnviUe    anticipated  any    other 

rroctcd-    niotion,  *  by  informing  them  that  his  majefty 

fpeaing      having  received  information  that  John  Wilkes, 

Wilkes,      efquire,  was  the  author  of  a  moft  feditiou9 

and  dangerous  libel,  publilhed  fince  the  laft 

feffion,  had    caufcd   him  to    be  apprehended 

and  fecured,  in  order  to   his  being  tried  for 

*  The  addrtfs  on  the  king^s  fpeech  was  moved  the  17th,  and  car- 
ried without  debate :  it  contained  the  congiatulations  of  thehoofe 
oti  her  majefty*!  fafc  delivery  of  a  fecond  lon>  which  t«ok  place  the 
1 6th  Auguft. 

hi9 
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liis  offence.     He  then  ftated  the  procceditlM  chap3 
In  the  courts  below,  and  laid  on  tne  table  the   ^l;^ 
libel,  M'ith  the  examinations  of  the  bookfeller     'z^i- 
and  printer.     An  addrefs  of  thanks  was  voted, 
and  the  hoiife  on  a  divtfion  ^  relolved,  that  the 
paper  intitled  the  North  Briton,  number  forty- 
five,  is  a  faife,  fcandalous,  and  feditious  libel, 
and  that  the  faid  paper  be  burned  by  the  hands 
of  the  common  hangman. 

When  this  motion  was  difpofed   of,   Mr.  wilkfi'i 
Wilkes,  premifing  that  in  his  perfon  the  rights  STiSS 
of  alltlie  commons  of  England,  and  the  pri-  ofprwu 
vileges  of  parliament,  had  been  highly  violated^  ***•• 
(tated  the  circumftances  of  his  arrefl  and  dif*- 
charge,  and  the  proceedings  againft  him  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  by  fubpoena*     He  re- 
queued the  judgment  of  tne  houfe  on  his  pri- 
vilege; declaring,  however,  that  if  they  de- 
cided in  his  favour,  he  would  wave  the  ad*? 
vanU^,  and  put  himfelf  on  a  jury  of  fai^ 
countrymen*     The  further  coniideration   of 
the  king's  meflage,  and  the  cafe  of  privile^, 
was  adjourned  to  the  twenty-tliird. 

On  the  iame  day  a  complaint  was  made  in  Ompbint 
the  houfe  of  lords,  of  the  Effay  on  Woman,  ^|?*  . 
which  was  produced.     Lord  Sandwich  dwelt  theiMfT 
with  great  force  on  the  profanenefs  and  ob-  ©f  i^rcu. 
fcenity  of  the  produ£lIon,  and  Warburton  bi^ 
ihop  of  Gloucefter,  complained  of  a  breach  of 
privii^e,  as  the  author,  to  render  the  parody 
more  complete^  had  affixed  the  learned  pre- 
late's name  to  one  of  the  notes.  ^ 

This 


c  Hiftory  of  the  late  Mnority,  p.  933.    It  hat  .afforded  firnie 

Snind  of  furprite,  and  furniflied  tooict  of  ridkule  and  ctnfurtp 
t  the  earl  or  Sandwich  (hould  ftand  torwrard  as  Wilbet't  prindpal 
accuftr  00  tfast  occaTion,  becauic  iord  Sandwkh*t  conduft  was  not 
coniadcred  fu&ientl/  moral  to  render  him  a  fit  champion  in  fuch  a 

caufe. 
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CHAP*       TiTis   attack  was  quite  imexpefted  fo  the 
vJ^iiL/    delinquent ;  he  faw  at  once  the  efFefts  to  be 
'763*     apprehended  from  his   imprudence,  and  now 
w^iite»°r'  gave  M'ay  to  the  violence  iuggefted  by  defpair- 
duci  vvith    In  the  courfe  of  debate  in  the  lower  houfe,  Mr. 
Martin.      Martin,  member  for  Camelford,  who  was  at- 
tacked in  fome  of  the  early  numbers  of  the 
North  Briton,  declared  that  the  author  (who- 
ever he  might  be)  was  a  malignant  and  infa- 
mous coward.     Wilkes  ftnt  a  letter  to  Martin, 
in  which    he  acknowledged   that  the  para* 
graphs  complained  of  were  written  by  him. 
This  produced  a  meffage,  in  confequence  of 
w*hfich  the   parties    met  in    Hyde  Park,  and 
fought  >nth  piftols;  Wilkes  was  dangeroufly 
M^ounded.  .       ' 

ajdanJ  THEqucftion  of  privilege  w^  debated  with 
44^ Nov.  great  walmlh  during  t^^^o  days.  On  the  fe- 
bUciSfe.^"  cOnd,  the  fpeaker  produced  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Wilkes,  who  requefted  the  further  confidera- 
tiori  might  be  deferred  till  he  was. able  to  at- 
tend? but  the  houfe' refumed  the  debate,  and 
finally  refolvcd,  "  That  the  privilege  of  parlia-* 
**  nient  docs  not  extend  to  the  cafe  of  writ- 
"  ing  and  publifhing  feditious  libels,  nor  ought 
•*  to  be  allowed  to  obftruQ;  the  ordinary  courfe 
^'  of  the  laws,  in  the  fpeedy  and  efteftual  pro- 
*^  fecntion  of  fo  heinous  and  dangerous  an  of- 
"  fence.*'  **  The  refolutions  made  on  the  firft 
day  of  the  fefiion  were  alfo  confirmed ;  and  as 
the  concurrence  of  the  lords  was  deemed  of 

freat   importance,   a    conference  was  defired. 
fo  debates  on  this  fubjecl  ai'e  preferred,  except 

€aui«.    I  have  reafon  10  believe,  that  the  f:ime  mntives  impelled  the 
noble  earl  and  the  learned  biftiopj  aiidthat  as  Warburton  was  the 
iiippofed  annotator  on  the  fiflfay  on  Woman,  Sandwich  fupplied  ia 
the  text,  the  place  allotted  to  Bolingbroke  in  die  EiTay  on  Maa« 
<^  >5S  againft  133. 

a  fpeech 
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mfpeech  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  vehemently  repro-  CHAP. 
bated  the  facility  with  which  parliament  fur-  ,,^^^ 
rendered  its  own  privileges;  but  he  carefully  17^3. 
imprefled  on  the  houfe,  that  he  was  merely  de- 
livering a  conftitutional  opinion,  and  not  vin- 
flicating  either  the  libel  or  its  author.  "With 
**  refpeS  to  the  paper  itfelf  "  he  faid,  "  which 
**  gave  pretence  for  this  rcqueft  to  furrender  the 
"  privileges  of  parliament,  the  houfe  had  al* 
"  ready  voted  it  a  libel ;  he  joined  in  that  vote. 
*^  He  condemned  tlie  whole  feries  of  North 
"  Britons,  as  illiberal,  unmanly,  and  detefta- 
"  ble.  He  abhorred  all  national  reflexions. 
"  The  king's  fubje6ls  were  one  people.  Who- 
"  ever  divided  them  was  guilty  of  fedition. 
"  His  majefty's  complaint  was  well  founded ; 
"  it  was  juft ;  it  was  necellary.  The  author  did 
"  not  deferve  to  be  ranked  among  the  human 
"  fpecics,  he  was  tlie  blafphemcr  of  his  God, 
"  and  the  libeller  of  his  king.  He  had  no 
"  connexion,  nor  did  he  aflbciatc  or  commu- 
**  nicate,  with  any  fuch  M'riter." 

The  refolutions  of  the  commons  were  at  the  *5thNQY. 
firft  conference  left  Mith  the  lords,  and  pro-  ]^^^ 
duced  an  animated  debate.  None  of  the 
fpeechcs  are  prefer ved  except  that  of  lord  Lyt- 
tleton,  who  defended  the  proceeding  of  the 
commons  with  great  ability  and  manly  elo- 
quence. He  entered  into  the  hiftory  of  pri- 
vilege, and  analyzed  the  powers  of  the  crown 
and  parliament,  combating  the  application  of 
the  dodrinc  of  inviolability  in  certain  cafes ; 
among  the  moft  atrocious  of  which,  he  placed 
the  diUemination  of  feditious  libels.  He  par- 
ticularly inlifted  on  the  malignant  and  danger- 
ous tendency  of  publications  calculated  to 
weaken  the  connection  between  England  and 
Scotland;  and  contended,   with   great  force 

VOL.   I.  L  of 
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CHAP,  of  argument,   aeainft  the  apprehenfions  en* 
Jl^l^f  tertained  of  unduly  extending  the  power  of 
«7^3-     the  crown,   by  the  decifion   of  the  prefcnt 
queition.     He  faid,  as  the  offence  was  bail- 
able, there  was  no  reafon   to   fear  that  the 
power  Vefted  in  the  fecretaiy  of  ftate,  could 
be  abufed  to  any  dangerous  pufpofe ;  on  the 
contrary,  both  government  and  liberty  were 
as  fafe,  as  the  imperfection  of  human  policy 
would  allow.    Acknowledging  the  purity  of 
the  principles  which  animated  the  lords  in 
o|ipofition,  he  concluded  by  faying,  "  In  order 
"  to  preferve  the  independence  of  parliament 
"  againft  any  future  violations  on  the  part  of 
.  "  the  crown,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  preferve 
"  the  reputation  of  parliament  in  the  minds  of 
"  tlie  people,  and  the  love  of  it  in  their  hearts. 
"  How,  my  lords,  can  this  be  done,  if  they 
*^  find  it  an  obftacle  to  that  equal  juftice  whicn 
*'  is  their  birthright,  and  their  fafety  ?  Upon 
"  the  whole,  I  am  confident  your  lordfbips  will 
"  on  no  account  depart  from  that  maxim,  which 
"  is  the  corner  ftone  of  all  government.  That 
*'  juftice  fhould  have  its  courfe,  without  ftop  or 
"  impediment.     Jus ^  fas,  lex^potentijjimajint. 
"  This,  my  lords,  is  the  very  foul  and  effence  of 
"  freedom.    Obfaud  this,  and  you  immediate- 
*'  ly  open  a  door  to.  all  violence  and  confufion  ; 
"  to  all  iniquity,  and  all  the  cruelties  of  private 
"  revenge,  to  the  deftru6tion  of  private  peace, 
"  the  diffolution  of  public  order,  and  m  the 
*'  end  to  an  unlimited  and  defpotic  authority, 
"  which  we  muft  be  forced  to  fubmit  to  as  a 
"  remedy  againft  fuch  intolerable  evils.    The 
"  dominion  of  law  is  the  dominion  of/  liberty. 
"  Privilege  againft  law,  in  matters  of  high  con- 
"  cernment  to  the  public,  is  oppreflion,  is  ty- 
'*  ranny,  whcrefoevcr  it  exifts." 

The 
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TdE  lords  concurred  in  the  refoluttons  of  chap. 
the  commoos ;  but  a  long  and  fpirited  proteft,    yj^li. 
figned  by  Seventeen  peers,  replete  with  confti-     1765/ 
tutionallearning  and  ingenious  argument^  was  ^'^^^ 
entered  on  the  journals. 

At  a  conference,  an  addrefs  to  the  king  was  ift  Dec. 
voted.     It  was  exprelFed  in  moft  dutiful  and  Ad^ftio 
affedionate  terms;  and  blamed  with  proper    *  *"^* 
afperity  the  wanton  indignity  he  had  fuftained.  ^d. 
Wilkes  was  alfo  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar  wiikct 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  a  week,  if  his  atttndlir 
health  would  permit.  the  bar. 

THEjexecution  of  that  part  of  the  fentence  ^a. 
which  related  to  the  burning  of  the  North  Bri-  R»t  on 
ton,  was  committed  to  the  fuperintendence  of  |J,"J^nq^ 
alderman  Harley,  one  of  the  city  members  and  Bmoa. 
flieriflf  of  London.     This  operation  was  ren- 
dered extremely  difficult  and  dangerous  by 
the  tumultuous   difpoiition  of  tlie  populace, 
who  combining  the  names  of  Wilkes  and  li- 
berty, confidered  the  puuiflmient  of  the  one, 
a  death  blow  to  the  other.     The  Sheriffs  and 
other  officers  being  afibmbled  at  the  Royal 
£xchange  to  perform  their  duty,  were  aflailed 
by  a  furious  mob,  pelted  with  filth  and  ftones, 
and  infulted  in  the  grofleft  manner.     The  glafs 
of  Harley 's  chariot  was  broken  by  a  billet  of* 
wood,  plucked  from  the  iSre  and  thrown  at  his 
perfon.     Alarmed  at  this  appearance  of  preme- 
ditated violence,  he  went  to  the  manfion  houfe, 
and  apprized  the  lord  mayor  of  his  danger ; 
the  executioner  followed,  and  tlie  conftables 
were  obliged  to  retire,  after  their  Itaves  had 
been  broken  by  the  populace.    The  pieces  of 
the  libel  were  refcued,  and  carried  in  triumph. 
to  Temple  Bar,  where  a  bonfire  was  made,  and 
a  large  jack-boot  committed  to  the  flames.  • 

•  In  ridioilc  of  ^obn  tirl  QiBuU^ 

JL  ^  Thesx 
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CHAP.       Thkse  proceedings  being  reported  tot)Otli 
\^}^   houfes,  they  voted  that  all  perlons  concerned 
1763.     in  the  riot,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  were  per- 
vitcVihe  turbators  of  the  public  peace,  dangerous  to  the 
commons    liberties  of  the  country,  and  obftru6lors  of  na- 
onthefub^  tioual   juftice.     Thanks  were  voted  to   the 
*  flieriifft,  and  the  king  was  addrefTed  to  give  di- 

reftions  that  the  moft  efFeAual  methods  might 
be  taken  for  difcovering  and  profecuting  the 
offenders ;  one  of  whom  was  afterwards  con- 
victed. 
7tii.  Ik  confequcnce  of  the  order  for  the  attend- 

fngs^*     ance  of  Wilkes,  an  eminent  phyfician  and  fur- 
w^ikei'f    geon  ^  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  ftated  that  he 
fv^"      could  not,  on  account  of  his  health,  obey  the  in- 
junftion.     The  time  was  then  enlarged  for  a 
i6tii.  ,      week ;  at  the  expiration  of  which,  the  lame  per- 
fous  again  makmg  a  funilar  report,  the  period 
was  extended  beyond  the  term  allotted  for  the 
Chriftmas  rccefs;  but  to  prevent  coUufion,  a 
phyiician  and  furgeon  ^   named  by  the  houfe 
were  direded  to  attend  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  report 
their  opinion  on  his  cafe  on  the  nineteenth  of 
January.      The    difcuffion  of  his  complaint 
of  a  breach  of  privilege,  was  adjourned  to  the 
fame  day. 
Aaiont         Numerous  aftions  had  been  commenced 
againft  the  agaiuft  the  meirengers,  by  perfons  arretted  under 
mcffcngcrs.  ^j^^  general  warrant,  to  recover  damages  for 
falfe  imprifonmcnt.      They  were  all  tried  in 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  verdifcls  of 
various  amounts  recovered.     Wilkes  had  aMb 
brought  actions  againft  the  two  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  and  againft  Mr.  Wood  under-fecretary  of 
ftate,  for  injuries  fuftained  on  the  fame  oc- 

f  Dr.  Brocklriby  and  Mr.  6ravet« 

K  Dr.  Heberden  and  Mr.  Caefar  Hawkioi. 

cafion. 
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cafion.     The  proceedings  againil  lord  Egre-  chap. 
mont  abated  by  reafon  of  his  death.   Lord  Hali- .   yj^l^ 
fex,  by  various  exertions  of  privilege,  and  at     »7^3- 
length   by  ftanding  out  ia   contempt  of  the 
court,   procured   delay  till  Wilkes   was  out- 
lawed. *    The  aflion  againft  Wood  was  tried 
before  a  fpecial  jury  at  Guildhall,  and  after  ^^j,^ 
^  hearing  of  fifteen  hours,  a  verdift  was  given 
for  a  thoufand  pounds  damages.     Bills  of  ex-  loth, 
ceptton  were  tendered  and  allowed  in  this  aad 
the  caufes  againft  tlie  nieflengen     The  lord 
chief  juftice,  on  this  occafion,  extended  his 
former  opinion  fo  far  as  to  declare  the  warrant 
unconftitutiotial,  illegal,  and  abfolutely  void. 
V  If  it  be  good,"  he  laid  "  afecretary  of  ftate 
^*  can  delegate  and  depute  any  one  of  his  mef- 
"  fengers,  or  any  even  from  the  loweft  of  the 
*'  people,  to  take  examinations,  to  commit  or 
^  releafe,  and,  in  fine,  to  do  every  a6t  which 
"  the  higheft  judicial  officers  the  law  knoMs 
**  can  do  or  order.    Tliere  is  no  authority  in 
- '  our  law  books  tliat  mentiqns  tliefe  kind  of 

^  In  a  tranlaAioD  of  this  natore,  hiftory  cafi  hardly  be  too  minute  | 
the  meant  of  delay  ufed  by  lord  Halifax  are  therefore  exa£^Iy  fpeci- 
fied  I  they  appear  ungeneroue  And  dtfcreditable  to  the  caufe  in  which 
they  were  employed.  Original  was  iflued,  tefted  the  firft  day  of 
June,  and  returnable  from  the  firft  dsy  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in 
three  weeks,  (19th  of  June,  1763);  and  the  earl  being  furomoned( 
caft  an  eflbign,  which  was  adfourned  until  the  iSth  of  November* 
Then  be  availed  hirafelf  of  his  privilege}  which  being  at  an  end,  and 
all  the  eflbigns  expired,  a  diftnngas  was  taken  out,  tefted  the  9th  of 
May,  betne  the  firft  day  of  Eafter  Term  1764,  returnable  from  the 
day  of  Eafter  in  &vt  weeks,  (a7th  of  May)  j  the  ilieriff  returned  for* 
tj  ibiUings  iifues.  The  eatl  did  not  afpear :  The  court  directed 
hfty  pounds  iflues.  An  alias  diftringas  was  taken  out»  tefted  the 
30tli  of  May,  and  returnable  on  the  morrow  of  the  Holv  Trinity, 
(iSth  of  June)  ;  the  fheriff  returned  his  iflues.  The  earl  ftili  refufed 
€0* appear :  The  court  ordered  ^yt  hundred  pounds  iiTues.  A  pluriet 
diftringas  was  taken  out,  tefted  the  firft  day  of  Trinity  Term,  (the 
aad  of  June)  and  returnable  in  three  weeks  of  the  Hol/Trinity,  (ihe 
Sth  of  July).  In  November  following  Mr.  Wilkes  was  outlawed  | 
then  the  earl  aj^arcd  and  pleaded  the  outlawry,— Hiftory  of  the  late 
Minority. 

L  3  "  warrants, 
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CHAP,  "warrants,  but  iu  exprcfs  terms  condemns 
J^l;^  "  them.  Upon  the  matured  confideration,  I 
1763-  "  am  bold  to  fay,  this  warrant  is  illegal ;  but  I 
"  am  far  from  wilhing  a  matter  of  this  confe- 
"  quencc  fliould  reft  folely  on  my  opinion. 
*'  It  may  be  referred  to  the  twelve  judges,  and 
**  there  is  a  ftill  higher  court,  before  which  it 
"  may  be  canvaffed,  and  whofe  determination 
"  is  final.  If  thefe  fuperior  jurifdittions  fhould 
"  declare  my  opinion  erroneous,  I  fubmit  as 
"  will  become  me,  and  kifs  the  rod ;  but^  I 
"  muft  fay,  I  ihall  always  confider  it  as  a  rod 
"  of  iron  for  the  chaftifement  of  the  people  of 
*'  Great  Britain." 

The  judgment  refpeQing  the  illegality  of 
general  warrants  was  afterwards,  on  arguing 
the  bills  of  exceptions,  aftinned  by  lord  Slanf- 
field.* 
rmnticat-      Soo!^  after  the  verdift  in  Wilkes's  favour,  a 
Iffkffina^c    ^^^^^  called  at  his  houfe ;  but  being  refufed  ad- 
Wilkes,     mittance,  went  to  a  coffee-houfe  in  the  neigh- 
tourhood,  and  declared  that  he  and  ten  more 
were  deteimined,  "  to  cut  Wilkes  off,  let  the 
"  event  be  what  it  might."     He  again  applied 
to  fee  Wilkes,  and  was   taken  into  cuftody, 
when  a  new  pen-knife  was  found  in  his  pocket. 
9th.  A  complaint  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  com- 

mons, nut  his  infanity  being  clearly  proved, 
the  houfe  difchargcd  him  from  further  attend* 
«9th.  ance :  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  however, 
thought  proper  to  commit  him  for  want  of  fe- 
curities  to  keep  the  peace.  ^ 

Wilkes  refufed  to  admit  the  vifits  of  the 
two  medical  men   appointed  by  parliament; 

<  See  3  Burrow^  1762.  Qoiriday^s  Life  of  Lord  Mansfieid. 
p.  136. 

k  This  nian'9  name  was  Alexander  Dun.  The  faft  is  recorded 
in  every  periodical  publication. 

but 
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but  in  vindication  pf  his  own  friends,  called  in   chap. 
two  others.      His  cafe,  however,  does  not  feem   ^]}^ 
fo  dangerous  as  rcprefented,  fince  in  a  few  days      «76j- 
after  the  recefs  he  let  out  for  Paris.  i4«h  Nor. 

Is  the  courfe  of  this  feflion,  the  king  an-  %^. 
nounced  to  parliament,  by  meffa^e,  a  propo-  ^^^*™?* 
fal  of  marriage  from  the  prince  of  Brunfwick  ^  J^ 
and  Lunenburg,  to  his  eldeft  lifter  theprincefs  guia- 
Augufta.     The  houfe  of  commons,  in  confe- 
quence,  voted    the  fum   of  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  as  the  princefs's  dowry.     The  prince  i7«*- 
came  to  England  early  in  the  enfuing  year,  and  ^^^  '"*• 
the  marriage  was  folemnized. 

When  parliament  met  after  the  recefs,  the  19th. 
order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  attendance  ^^JJS 
of  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  fpeaker  produced  a  letter  **^ 
from  him,  inclofing  a  certificate  of  one  of  the 
French  king's  phylicians,  and  an  army  furgeon, 
importing  mat  from  the  ftate  of  his  wound  and 
its  probable  confequences,  he  could  not,  with- 
out danger,  leave  Paris.  This  certificate  was 
not  authenticated  before  a  notary  public,  nor 
were  any  other  regular  means  taken  to  infure 
its  credit  in  England ;  and  as  the  whole  of  his 
conduft  appeared  calculated  to  baffle  and  de- 
ride the  authority  of  the  houfe,  they  were  per- 
feftly  juftificd  in  refifting  a  motion  to  adjourn 
the  confideration  of  the  matters  againft  him, 
and  in  proceeding  to  an  immediate  hearing  of 
evidence  on  the  charge.  The  examination 
occupied  the  houfe  till  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning;  when  it  was  refolved,  that  number 
forty-five  of  the  North  Briton,  which  had  been 
voted  a  feditious  libel,  contained  expreflions  of 
the  moft  unexampled  infolence  and  contume- 
ly towards  his  majefty,  the  grofleft  afperfiuns 
upon  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  the  moll- 
audacious  defiance   of  the    authority  of  the 

L  4  whole 
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CHAP,  whole  legiflature;  that  it  had  a  manifeft  ten- 

sj^li^    dency  to  alienate  the  affedions  of  the  people 

»764.     from  the  king ;  to  withdraw  them  from  their 

obedience  to  the  laws;  and  to  excite  them  to 

traiterous  infurrections    againft   government. 

It  was  further  refolved  that  Wilkes  fhould  be 

aoth.        expelled  ;  and  a  new  writ  was  iffued  for  Aylcf- 

bury. 
13th,  14th      Wilkes's  complaint  of  a  breach  of  privi- 
17th,  Feb,   i^ge^  notwithfianding  liis  expulfion,  came  on 
thcbi^eh"  ^^  d"C  coiirfe  to  be  debated  in  the  houfe ;  and 
ofprivi-     occupied  their  attention  during  feveral  days. 
i«Ee-         The  chief  objed  of  adminiftration    was    to 
fcparate  the  Aippofed  delinquency  of  Wood 
and    Webb,   the    nnder-fccretaries    of    ftatc, 
againft  whom  complaint  was  made,  from  the 
queftion  on  the  legality  of  general  warrants, 
and  to  confine  themfelves  to  the  difcuffion  of 
the  mere  aft  of  thofe  gentlemen,  fo  as  not  to 
prejudice  the  queftion  yet  undecided  in  the 
courts  of  laAr.'    After  examining  evidence,  and 
hearing  the  parties  in  their  own  defence;  the 
And  on      Complaint   was  difcharged.       A  motion  was 
grnerai       made   to  produce  the  v  arrant   under  which 
wairanis,    ^j^^y  j^^d  afted,  but  reje^Jed.    A  general  quef- 
tion was  fubmitted  to  the  houfe,  *  Tliat  a  war- 
"  rant  for  apprehending  and  leizing  the  aun. 
*'  thor,  printers,  and  publifliers  of  a  feditious 
"  libel,  is  not  warranted  by  law."   This  motion 
was    afterwards   amended   by  adding,    **A1- 
'^  though  fuch  warrant  has  been  ilfued  accord- 
*'  ing  to  the  praftice  of  office,  and  has  been 
"  frequently  produced  to  the  couit  of  King  s 
"  Bench ;  and  fo  far  as  appears  to  this  houfe, 
"  the  validity  thereof  has  never  been  debated, 

'  The  chief  juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas  had  given  an  opinion  at 
nift  nrius,  but  the.  decifion  on  the  bills  of  exceptions  was  yet  tt^ 
frrved* 

"  but 
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"btit  the  parties  have  thereupon  been  bailed  chap. 
"  by  the  court."     The  principal  point  of  de-    ^^Jl;^ 
fence  urged  by  niiniltry,  and,  in  fatt,  tlieir  belt      17^ 
ground  for  exculpation,  was  long  eftabliihed 
precedent,  and  they  cited  two   inftanccs  in 
which  Mr.  Pitt  ilfued  general  warrants. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  all  the  crown  had  defircd, 
and  the  minifters  wiihed,  was  accomplilhed 
in  the  convifition  and  expulfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  therefore  it  was  now  their  duty  to  do 
juftice  to  the  nation,  the  conftitution,  and 
the  law;  but  the  minifiers  and  law  officers, 
by  evading  the  difcufiion,  appeared  confcious 
that  the  warrant  was  illegal.  He  denied  that 
precedent  afforded  any  juftification :  and  faid 
when  he  himfelf  ifi'ued  fuch  warrants  he- 
knew  them  to  be  illegal,  but  preferring  the 
general  fafety  in  time  of  M^ar  and  public 
danger  to  every  perfonal  confideration,  he 
ran  the  rifque,  as  he  would  of  his  head,  ha<l 
tliat  been  the  forfeit,  upon  the  like  motive, 
and  did  ^an  extraordinary  a6t  againft  a  fuf* 
picious  foreigner,  juft  come  from  France, 
and  who  was  concealed  at  different  times  ih 
different  houfes.  He  diftinguiihed  ftrongly 
between  his  cafe  and  that  before  the  houfe : 
"  What  was  there  in  a  libel  fo  heinous  and 
"  terrible,  as  to  requii:e  this  formidable  in- 
"  ftrument,  which,  like  an  inundation,  bore 
*'  down  all  tl-e  barriers  and  fences  of  h?.ppii 
**iiels  and  fecurity?  Parliament  had  voted 
"  away  its  own  privilege,  and  laid  the  per- 
"  fonal  freedom  of  every  reprefentatlve  of  the 
"  nation  at  the  mercy  of  his  majelty's  attomey 
"  general.  If  the  houfe  negatived  the  mo- 
"  tion,  they  would  be  the  difgrace  of  the  pre- 
"  fent  age,  and   the   reproach  of  poflcnty ; 

«  who, 
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CHAFi  '*  vrhOj  after  facrificing  their  own  privilegei^ 

^*j-      *^  had  abandoned  the  liberty  of  the  fubje6^y 

17^     "  upon  a  pretence  wilfully  founded  in  erpor, 

**  and  maniteftly  urged  for  the  purpofe  of  dc- 

*<lufion.'' 

The  miniftry  in  general  avoided  the  aueA 
lion  of  legality,  confining  thcmfelves  inweiy 
to  precedent,  and  the  impropriety  of  deciding 
a  fubjeft  M^hich  was  yet  to  be  difcufled  in  Uie 
courts  below.  The  oppolition  had  arranged 
tiieir  motions  with  great  care,  at  feveral  meet*. 
iBg&held  at.  the  houfe  of  Sir  Georg^e  Saville.  "• 
They  begafa  the.  debate,  it  isfaid,  m  full  con- 
fidence of  :viaory " ;  but  after  a  Ions;  difcuffion, 
the  queftionof  an  adjournment  for  ^our  months 
wis  carried  ^by  .a  fniall  majority,  * 
sTl^.  '  Wii^KEs  having  entered  an  appearance,  wn» 

^^^      folmd  guilty  on  both  the  profecutions  for  pub-* 
lifliing  the  North  Briton  and  the  Effay  on 
Woman.  *  His  popularity  was  neverthelefs  un- 
Aiminiiliedyiand  the  fpirit  excited  by  the  pro- 
Froctei*     ebedings  againil  him  unallayed.     On  the  very 
'"^raon***  ^y^  or  his  tatial,  the  common  council  voted 
.council,      thanks  to  the  city  members,  for  their  zeal- 
pus    and    fpirited    endeavours  to    aflert   the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjeft,  by  thei? 
laudable  cacertions  on   the  late  quelHon  re- 
fpe6ting  general  warrants,  and  exhorted  them 
to  perfevere  in  the  fame  courfe.     At  the  fame 
thiiev  liri  manifisftation  of  the^fenfe  they  enter- 
tained of  the  inflexible  fiimnefs  and  integritjf 

*^  HiApry  of  the  Minority,  p«  170* 

*  hihofLord  Chatham,  vol.  i.  p.  54S. 

*  234  again{l,22o.  General  Conway  voted  in  this  minority,  though 
jn  every  other  inftance  he  Aipportetl  the  minittry.  Tliis  Imgle  a6k 
(avc  §0  m^ch  oifitnce,  that  ai  the  riling  of  parlinneDt  he  was  de-.' 
j^rived  of  alLbts  civil  and  military  cmployincDtt.  bu  lord  Or • 
fbni'f  works^ivol.  ii.  p.  547.  vol.  v.  p.  105.'* 

of 
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4^  lord  chief  juftice  Pratt,  they  voted  him  the  ch  ap« 
freedom  of  the  city,  and  requefted  that  he  v^*i^ 
would  fit  for  his  pidure,  to  be  placed  in  Guild-     i;*** 
hall,  in  gratitude  for  his  honeft  and  upright 
decifion  on  tlie  validity  of  the  warrant   Wilkes  ]^^^^' 
was  afterwards  outlawed  for  not  appearing  to  WiUut 
receive  judgment  ootiaw«L 

The  fupplies  amounted  to  7>77i,000l;  the  Supplict. 
deficiency  was  raifed  without  new  taisces  or 
a  lottery,  by  the  renewal  of  the  bank  char- 
ter, tor  which  government  received  a  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  pounds;  by  the  produce  of 
French  prizes  taken  before  the  war,  amounting 
to  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  and  by  two 
millions  from  the  finking  fund.     Thefe  finan- 
cial details  would  not  have  been  thought  worthy 
of  enumeration,  but  tlie  miniilry  deemed  it  ne- 
cefiary  this  year  to  contemplate  America. as  a 
fource  of  future  revenue,    A  feries  of  refolu- 
tions  Avas  brought  into  the  houfe  for  regulating 
the  trade,  and  impofing  duties  on  certain  arti-  ,oth  Mar. 
cles  of  American  commerce :  they  formed  the  R«fo>w-  . 
bafis  of  an  aft,  which  afterM^ards  paifed  the  le-  Jl^Hg* 
giilature,   and  directed   that  the  new  duties  America* 
ihould  be  paid  in  fpecie  into  the  £ngli(hexche«  5^  ApnL 
quer.     Thefe  refolutions  were    accompanied 
with   one  for  introducing  a  fiamp  duty  into 
America ;  but  the  miniiler  withdrew  it  for  the 
prefent,  in  order  to  alloM^  time  for  the  colonifis 
to  petition  againft  it,  vhen  brought  forwani  in 
another  fefiion. 

In  the  fpeech  on  proroguing  parliament^  the  i9thAprti. 
king  adverted  to  the  mealures  refpefting  Ame-  ^'^^^ 
rica  in  thefe  temft :  "  The  wife  regulations  lUmentT^ 
"  which  have  been  eftabliihed  to  augment  the 
"  public  revenues,  to  unite  the  interefls  of 
*  the  moil  difiant  pofieflious  of  my  crown,  and 

"to 
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cijAP.   "to  encourage   and  fecure  their   commerce 
\Z^^^   "  ^^'*^^  Great  Britain,  call  for  my  hearty  appro- 
1764.     •*'  bation." 
View  of         The  affairs  of  America  aflTumcd  from  this 
affaii^i'""  period  an  unexpefted  hnportance  ;  and  this  at- 
tempt to  derive  from  the  colonies  a  revenue  for 
the  relief  of  the  mother-country,  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  and 
eventful  contefts  recorded  in  hiftory. 

The  great. acceffion  of  territory  acquired  by 
the  peaccj  demanded  no  lefs  wifdom  than  ge- 
nius for  its  government;  and  it  feeras  almoft 
to  exceed  the  art  of  the  politician  to  frame 
fuch  a  fyftetn  as  would.,  without  impofmg  the 
yoke  of  flavery,  preferve  the  tie  of  depencfence 
over  ail  immenfe  tradt;  of  colony,  fo  far  remov- 
ed from  the- parent  fliore.  The  inhabitants  of 
great  part  of  North  America,  were  ftrongly 
imbued  with  the  fpirit  of  liberty  which  cha- 
raderizes  the  natives  of  Britain,  from  whom 
they  derived  their  origin,  and  with  that  jealous 
irritabilit}'  which  is  the  companion  -and  heft 
guard  of  unqontaminated  freedom. 
-V  WiTHOtT  penetrating  into  the  remote  pc- 

riods  of  hiftory  with  critical  exadnefe,  it  will 
be  proper  fuccinftly  to  point  out  the  differ- 
ences in  the  inhabitants  of  various  parts  of  the 
iiritiih- American  dominions,  and  their  habits 
and  propenfitics,  fo  as  to  form  a  clear  eftimatc 
of  tlieir  nootives  and  iprings  of  action.  The 
colonies  were  refolved  into  three  grand  divi* 
fions,  the  Northern,  Middle,  and  Southern. 
-  The  Northern  or  New  England  Provinces, 
comprehending  New  Hamplhire,  Maffachuf- 
fet's  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Connedicut,  pof- 
fefs  a  lefs  fertile  foil  than  the  other  parts  of 
America;  but  their  land  produces  excellent 

timber. 
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timber,  and  affords  paftiire  for  innumerable  chap. 
herds ;  and  their  feas  abound  with  lilh.  Tlie  ^\:^ 
natives  are  healthy,  ftrong,  and  vigorous;  keen, 
penetrating,  active,  and  enterprizing.  Their 
origin,  derived  from  tlie  fanatics  who  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  L  fled  from  perfecution  in 
England  to  exercife  it  in  America,  was  ftill 
difcernable  in  their  manners,  conduct,  and 
habits. 

The  Middle  Provinces,  which  include  New 
York,  New  Jerfey,  Penfylvania,  and  Dela- 
ware, aftbrd  Uie  means  of  agriculture,  and  are 
favourable  to  the  breed  of  cattle.  Their  foil  is 
rich ;  and  they  were  enabled  to  export  wheat, 
flour,  and  furs.  The  inhabitants  are  robuft, 
frugal,  perfevering,  and  induilrious;  plain  and 
honeft  in  their  dealings,  but  of  rude  unpliant 
manners,  with  little  penetration,  and  lefs  know- 
ledge. The  greater  part  of  their  country  had 
been  ceded  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  by 
the  Dutch  and  Swedes.  Penfylvania  was  a 
iettlement  of  quakers,  for  whom  the  celebrated 
Penn  had  framed  a  wife  and  confident  code  of 
laws.  Their  profperity  and  unobftrufive  cha- 
rader- rendered  themeafy  to  govern ;  and,  until 
feduced  or  irritated,  faithful  in  their  attach- 
ment to  Great  Britain. 

The  Southern  Provinces,  under  which  deno- 
mination are  included  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  ex- 
hibit a  confiderable  variety  of  climate  and  mari- 
ners. In  the  moll  fouthem  parts,  where  the 
intenfe  heat  renders  labour  impracticable  to 
any  but  the  Africans,  the  people  are  pallid, 
tall,  flender,  indolent,  voluptuous,  and  ollen- 
tatious;  yet  Ihrewd,  intelligent,  and  extreme- 
ly hofpitable.  The  inhabitants  of  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  werediftinguifh- 

ed 
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CHAP;  eA  for  their  imitation  of  the  people  of  Great 
^^i^  Britain,  which  extended-  to  every  particular 
of  their  furniture,  drefs,  and  manners.  The 
natives  of  North  Carolina  were  haxdy  and  ro- 
huft,  chiefly  employed  in  rearing  cattle,  and 
remarkable  for  their  expertnefs  in  fliooting  at  a 
mark  with  rifle-barrelled  guns. 

Virginia,  tlie  earlieft  Britifli  colony  in 
America,  which  owed  its  name  to  Elizabeth, 
and  its  eftabliikiQent  to  James  I,  had  rifen 
from  a  miferable  handful  of  emigrants,  not  ex- 
ceeding a  hundred,  to  a  ftate  of  great  wealth 
and  profperity.  The  inhabitants,  as  ftrongly 
marked  in  their  chara6ler  as  thofe  of  the  New 
England  colonies,  m  ere  exemplary  in  their  at- 
tachment to  monarchy ;  they  were  the  laft  of 
the  Britifli  fubjefts  who  yielded  to  the  fuccefs- 
ful  arms  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  the  firft  of 
the  colonies  who  proclaimed  Charles  IL  Mary- 
land, ever  profperous,  free,  and  happy,  was  ori- 
ginally a  colony  of  Catholics,  whom  Charles  I 
relu6lantly  perfecuted,  and  who  retained  an  af- 
fe6lionate.allegiance  to  the  crown.  North  and 
South  Carolina  were  granted  by  Charles  II  to 
fome  noblemen  and  perfons  of  rank,  who  em- 
ployed Locke  to  form  a  conftitution  ;  but  this 
great  gift  of  an  immortal  genius,  was  no  blefs- 
mg  to  the  colonifts ;  they  did  not  thrive  till 
the  government  of  England  annulled  their 
conftitution,  and  fubje6ted  them  totlie  more 
practical  fyftem  of  Virginia. ' 

Such  were  the  people  whom  Mr.  Grenville 
propofed  to  fubje6i  to  taxation,  for  the  purpofe 
of  eafing  the  burthens  of  England.  In  the  firft 
view  of  this  project,  it  is  only  neceflaiy  to  ex* 

?  Ghi«fly  from  Stedman^s  Hiftory  of  the  American  War,  In- 
-troduftion.  See  alfo  Chalmers's  Political  AnnaU.  RaynaPs  HiT- 
tory  of  the  Baft  and  Weft  Indies^  books  17  and  iS.  ^rfe'a 
American  Geographyi  &c«  &c. 
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aiDine  its  general  expediency  or  miproprietTj   chap. 
leaving  the  various  meaiures  originating  from    ^^ 
it,  to  becHfcufled  ia the  periods  Avliich  produced 
them. 

The  participation  which  Amenta  claimed  and 
enjoyed  in  the  benefits  of  the  Revohition,  ren- 
dered it  merely  reafonable  that  the  colonies 
tfhould  contribute  towards  the  difcharge  of  a 
debt,  incurred  in  fupport  of  the  government 
which  was  to  them  the  fource  of  "liberty  and 
profpcrity*  The  laft  war  was  undeitaken  prin- 
cipally on  account  of  America,  and  a  great  part 
of  the  debt  contra6ied  in  the  preceding  war,  iiad 
ori^nated  in  the  defence  of  that  country.^ 
The  pradice  of  impofing  taxes  by  authority  of 
parliament  on  the  Tranfatlantic  dominions 
was  not  new ;  it  had  been  ufed  ever  fince  their 
eilablifhment ;  not  to  an  extent  fulHcient  to 
afFoi'd  great  advantage  to  the  country,  yet 
abundantly  fufficient,  fo  far  as  precedent  can 
be  required,  to  fupport  the  right  of  the  mother* 
€Ountry  to  draw  pecuniary  relief  from  her  de- 
pendancies. '  The  principle  at  the  period  of 
paffing  the  refolutions  in  parliament  was  not 
deemed  open  to  an  objection  ;  and  it  m  as  con- 
fidered  neceflary,  as  well  as  juft,  to  realize  the 
advantages  which  had  been  promifed  from  the 
colonization  and  prote6tion  of  that  diftant 
continent.  * 

In  oppofition  to  the  riprhts  of  Great  Britain, 
thus  fupported  by  precedent  and  every  known 
principle  of  colonization,  certain  ablira^l  pro- 
pofitions  were  aliumed,  and  defcanted  on  witli 
a  violence  adapted  to  a  caufe  already  fecure  of 

n  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  vol.  iii.  p.  459. 

*  Seethe  Rights  of  Great  Britain  aflfcrted,  p,  iot,and  the  Statutes 
there  enumer:\ted  from  12th  Charles  II  to  6th  George  11  ^  alio 
Stedmaii*s  Hillory  of  the  American  War,  vol.  i.  p.  lo,  and  p.  44* 

•  Smith*s  Wealth  of  Nations,  vol.  iii  p.  466. 
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CHAP,  partizans,  and  requirinsj  only  a  plauiiblc  vin* 
J[J^  dication.  Among  thefe  were  the  axioms,  that 
in  every  free  ftate  every  ntan  is  his  own  legif* 
later ;  that  all  taxes  are  free  gifts  for  public 
fervices ;  and  that  no  one  community  can 
have  any  power  over  the  property  or  legifla- 
tion  of  another  community,  that  is  not  incor- 
porated with  it  by  a  juft  and  adequate  repre- 
lentation .  *  Without  difcufling theabftraft  truth 
of  thefe  pofitions,  as  applied  to  independent 
flates,  it  niuft  be  obvious  that,  with  refpeft  to 
colonies,  they  can  never  be  founded  on  gene- 
ral principle,  but  merely  on  peduliar  and  ad- 
ventitious circumftances.  No  man  can  be 
raih  enough  to  afl'ert,  that  when  the  firft  Britiih 
;emigrants  cftablilhed  themfelves  in  Virginia ; 
when  their  diminutive  colony  of  a  hundred, 
reduced  by  ficknefs  and  the  climate  to  one 
half  of  that  number,  hung  with  all  the  weak- 
nefs  arid  all  the  Iblicitude  of  infancy  on  the 
protefting  fupport  of  the  parent  land;  that 
then  thcle  fifty  individuals,  ftationed  in  a  de- 
fert,  and  occupied  chiefly  in  the  purfuit  of 
food,  were  defrauded  of  their  privileges  as 
Britifh  fubjccts,  becaufe  no  provifion  was  made 
for  their  reprefentation  in  the  national,  coun- 
cils. M^hen  afterwards  by  numerous  emigra- 
tions, the  Colonifts  had  acquired  a  more  re- 
fpe6table  eftablifhment ;  when  their  charters 
had  given  permanence  to  their  pofleffions,  and 
the  force  and  Mifdom  of  the  motlier-fcountry 
were  liberally  exerted  in  favouring?  their  pro- 
fperity  ;  when,  as  a  title  to  thefe  benefits,  they 
induftrioufly  procured  the  infeftibn  of  a  claule 
in  their  charters,  importing  t^at  they  were  ftill 
to  be  confidered  as  Engliilimen ;  and  when,  in 

t  Price's  Obfenrtiions  oo  the  Nature  of  Civil  Liberty,  p.  6,-19. 
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return  forfuch  prate&ion,  they  fubmitted  to  chap. 
thofe  impofitions  which,  though  not  profitable  ^!^ 
to  Great  Britain^  fully  eftablifhed  the  princi- 
ple of  taxation  by  parliament ;  at  thefe  periods 
no  one  can  aflert  that  their  rights  were  invad- 
ed, or  not  duly  confulted. '  But  when  the 
mother-country,  exhaufted  bv  a  protracted 
war,  looked  to  its  wealthy  and  flourifhing  co« 
cmies  for  relief;  then  thefe  pleas  were  advanced, 
which  never  were,  which  never  could  have 
been  before  reforted  to,  and  which  now  could 
only  be  juftified  by  the  populoufnefs  and 
ftrength  which  America  had  derived  from  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain.  The  fame  argu- 
ments, if  true  in  the  abftraCl,  would  equSly 
apply  to  the  lile  of  Man,  to  Nevis^  or  the  moft 
diminutive  of  the  colonies ;  if  the  applica- 
tion depended  merely  on  force,  they  would 
either  lupprefi  the  ^irit  of  colonization,  or 
indicate  to  clearly  the  only  means  of  fecuring 
fubjeCiion,  that  it  would  become  a  rule  of  po- ' 
licy  to  abandon  colonifts  to  their  fate,  with 
unfolicitous  apathy,  or  to  prevent  their  future 
independency  by  damming  up  the  fources  of 
profperity. 

Such  principles  had  never  regulated  the 
pradice  of  the  Britifh  G  ovemment ;  and  the 
miniftry,  who  thought  of  impofing  a  tax  on 
America,  could  not  be  expeded  to  ibrefee  the 
effe6bf  which  afterwards  refulted  from  the  at- 
tempt. Crown  lawyers  could  only  reafon  from 
the  ufage  and  experience  of  paft  ages;  the 
cabin^  had  no  other  guide :  no  warning  voice 
raifejd  itfelf  in  the  houfe  of  commons ;  but  the 
meafure  was  fuffered  to  paf^  through  in  lilence, 
'  as  one  of  thofe  plans  of  external  regulation^ 

«  te  Chalmm'f  PoUtkal  AxmaU»  chap,  \L 
VOL,  I.  H  whicb 
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CHAP',  which  proceeded  rather  from  the  txecnit^S 
J^^^  than  the  deliberate  power,  and  where  concur- 
rence is  given  without  fteadfaft  examination. 

Whatever  cogency  may  now  be  afcribed 
to  deduftions  draMrtt  from  ifolated  propofitions, 
in  a  cafe  where  fuoccfs  is  reforted  to  as  themoft 
convincing  argftment,  the  right  of  taxing 
America  feemed  at  this  period  fo  inconteftible, 
that  any  perfon  who  had  inlinuated  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  oppofition  before  the  meafures  were  ac-' 
tually  adopted,  would  have  been  derided  a» 
the  M'ildeft  of  fpeculifts.  Whether  the  miniftry 
aftcd  wifely,  under  all  the  circumftances  of  the 
times,  in  their  attempt  to  tax  the  colonies,  will 
be  better  gathered  from  the  fubfequent  narra-* 
tive,  and  the  obfervations  to  which  it  gives 
fife,  than  from  an  accumulation  of  objections 
and  replies. 
Gortrn-  The  cxpuliion  of  the  French  from  North 
menu  of'  Americit,  which  aiforded  fo  much  fatisfadion 
to  all  parties  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  was,  in 
fa6t,  an  error  irf  politics,  which  foon  produced 
it«  own  punhliment.  Canada  having  been  re-^' 
tained  as  more  than  equivalent  to  the  conquefts 
ceded  in  the  M'eft  Indies,  government  was 
anxious  to  prove  the  Choice  judicious,  by 
foiTuing  fuch  eftablifliment^  as  would  moft 
fpeedily  and  effeclually  produce  advantageous 
^th  oa.  returns  to  the  country.  The  conquered  terri- 
*^*^'  tory  was  divided  into  three  governments,  Que- 
bec; Eaft  Florida,  and  Weft  Florida,  *  each  of 
which  had  its  boundaries  precifely  affigned, 
and  its  functions  fo  regulated  as  to  prefent  the 
greateft  probability  of  eventual  benefit.  With 
becoming  moderation  and  prudence,  the  Bri- 

»  There  waR  hcfide«  a  new  V^Teft  India  Government,  called  the 
Government  of  Granada,  extending  over  that  Ifland,  the  Grena- 
dines, JDominica>  St.  Vmcents^andTobago* 
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tifli  mmiftry  did  not  include  great  part,  of  the  CHAP, 
ceded  lands  in  thefe  governments;   left  the    ^^^^ 
Indians,  who  were  extremely  irritable,  fhould 
take  umbrage  at  feeing  their  country  minutely 
parcelled  out  by  the  coloniftsi 

But  when  the  authority  of  the  French  ceafed  latrigucfl 
in  Canada,  neither  their  influence  nor  their  f^^^- 
enmity  left  the  fliores.  They  had  always  con-  Canada, 
ciliated  the  good-^Avill  of  the  Indians  in  a  de- 
gree fuperior  to  the  Englifh  fettlers.  Tlieir 
eftabliibments  were  military,  and  their  fpirit  of 
commerce  not  being  fo  extenfive,  they  had 
merely  participated  in  the  rights  of  hunting 
-with  Ae  natives.  The  Bntifh  Americans,  ar- 
rogating to  themfelves  an  exclufive  poifeflion 
of  the  territory;  by  force,  by  fraudulent  con- 
veyances, and  other  afts  of  chicane,  grounded 
4>n  the  abufe  of  treaties,  expelled  the  Indians^ 
not  only  from  their  hunting  grounds,  but  even 
from  their  homes.  ^  The  French  jefuits  had 
acquired  a  confiderable  afcendency  over  the 
minds  of  thde  favages,  and,  foon  after  the 
peace,  began  to  exert  it  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  BritijQi  fettlements. 

Instioated  by  thefe  emiifaries,   the  In-  ,^5^. 
dians  prefented  fome  well  founded  complaints  indiaa 
of  incroachments  made  by  the  colonifts,  and  "^^ 
protefted  againft  any  title  to  the  lands  occu- 
pied to  their  prgudice,  which  might  be  derived 
from  deedS)  which  they  alleged  to  have  been 
fraudulently  obtained^  The  governors  to  whom 
thefe  complaints  were  addreUed,  evinced  a  dif- 
polition  to  treat  them  with  due  attention;  but 

f  See  Pownall^a  Adminilbation  of  the  Britiih  Colonies,  fol.  tit 
|l.  t74»  tl6,  et  feq.  And  imfnitations  very  dif^rcditablt  to  the  bo* 
iioar  and  hamanity  sf  cbe  Britifli  Araericaos»  in  their  condtift  to« 
%rtfda  the  Indiafit»  are  advanced  by  Dr.  Tacker  ta  the  Kpiftlc  Da* 
dicatorjr  to  bia  £ftb  Tnft  on  American  Suhje6U« 
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CHAP.  atiB  Indian  deputies  after  dating  their  griey 

,^j[^  ances  departed,  and  prepared  to  commence  an 
176J.  cxtenfive  plan  of  hoftilities,  which  they  had 
previoufly  concerted.  Their  projefl;  w:is  to 
affemble  all  their  forces  to  make  an  attack  on 
the  back  fettlements  in  harveft-time,  and  to 
complete  the  ruin  of  their  enemies  by  fire'  and 
indifcriminate  flaughter.  This  enterprize  fail- 
ed in  part,  through  the  too  great  ardour  of 
fome  young  Indians ;  but  was  executed  to  a 
dreadml  extent,  and  with  a  perfeverance  and 
combination  which  evidently  proved  they  had 
£ur(^ean  advifers.  They  fpread  fiich  terror 
and  deftru6lion  through  the  back  fettlements, 
that  all  the  frontier  country  of  Penfylvaniar 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  was  deferted ;  and 
by  plundering  and  murdering  the  itinerant 
dealers,  and  intercepting  convoys  of  merchan- 
dize, did  great  injury  to  the  trading  tovhas  in 
America.  They  liicceeded  in  taking  feveral 
forts  in  the  Canadian  territory,  and  butchered 
the  garrifons  without  mercy- 

Recovering  from  their  confternatioii,  the 
Britiih  prepared  for  defence,  and  fent  rein-* 
forcements  to  feveral  forts,  which  were  regu* 
larly  blockaded.  The  favages  difplayed  un- 
wonted refolution  and  perfeverance  :  they  M^ere 
well  difciplined,  never  afforded  an  eafy  con- 
qucft,  and  fometimes  gained  the  viftor}V 
•    though    oppofed    by  the  fuperior  ta&ics  of 

30th July.  European  troops.  Captain  Dalyel,  who  at* 
tacked  them  near  Fort  Detroit,  was  killed,  him 
detachment  compelled  to  retire ;  and  colonel 

sthAiig.    Bouquet,  marching  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Pitt^ 
formerly  Fort  da  Quefne,  was  fiirioufly  affail^ 
ed  by  tlie  favages^  whom  it  required;  al  1  his  fkil 
and  refolution  to  repulfe,.  and,  though  viftori- 
ons^  he  was  glad  to  reach  the  place  of  his  def- 
A  tiuatiofl 
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tmatioii   after  facrificin^  his  baggage,   and  cBaf. 
^reat  part  of  ^  fiipplies  intended  for  the  gar-    ^^};^ 
jrifon.     Near  the  cairying  4)lace  of  Niagara,     *7«i« 
five  hundred  Iq^iians  furrounded  an  elcori^ 
and  flew  feventy  prjivalps,  befides  ferjeants  and 
conuniflloned  oi\icer«^     Notwithftanding  thefe 
fuccefles,  when  the  forte  iiere  put  in  a  pro- 
per ftate  of  defence^  all  apprebeniion  of  danger 
fpeedily  f ufoikied. 

Governor   Sir   William    Johnfon   difpky-  7*  Sep. 
cd   great  addrefs   in   detaching  the  Indians 
of  the  fix  natipns  from  the  confederacy,  and 
gaining  their  aflifiance  againft  thofe  who  dill 

Ktrfiftod  in  faoililities.     Having  furroji^wd^  And  Mar.  17^4, 
ken  prifoners  a  party  of  Delaware  Indigmas,  Jie 
brought  the  Senecas  to  terms  of  peace;  mii  f^^f^*^ 
fafter  fcrnie  few  infignificant  conteus  with  der 
tachmento  of  the  other  tribes,  tjie  flames  pf 
ivar  were  finally  extinguiflied.  ' 

While  this  contefi  was  raging  in  America,  Rdbitmont 
a  regulation  made  in  Great  Britain  for  impof-  for  the  pre- 
ing  a  reftraint  on  fmuggling,  was  extended  to  fmu^g^ung, 
their  coafls.     The  revenue  being  greatly  der 
frauded  by  the  arte  and  perfeveranpe  of  con- 
traband adventurers,  it  was  judged  expedient, 
at  the  termination  of  the  war,  to  put  in  com- 
roiffion  feveral  fmall  fliips,  with  cutters  and  ten? 
ders,   which  were  ftationed  on  the  different 
coails  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.     The  ofh^ 
ccrs  who  commanded  them  were  invefted  with 
powers  fimilar  to  thofe  delegated  to  revenue 
^flicers,  and  took  the  fame  oaths. 

In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  where  an  en- 
larged fpiritof  commerce  produces  a  jufl:fyftem 
pf  condu6l,  the  diftinftion  between  the  fair  mer- 
chant and  the  fmuggler  is  flrongly  maintained, 

s  Smonett^t  complete    Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  xri.  p.  a44, 
|i>).    BoMn^^s  iiiterical  Narrative  of  the  £xpcditioa« 

^'         •  ^  3  an4 
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CHAP,  and  whatever  penalties  the  illicit  trader  may 
J^^  incur,  he  meets  neither  pity  nor  countenance 
J7^^  from  the  refpe6lable  part  of  the  community. 
In  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  the  no- 
tions  were  widely  different;  nor  was  their 
judgment  intirely  founded  on  felfiflmefs  or 
difhonefty.  The  trade  from  the  W,eft  Indies  to 
the  Spanifh  fettlements,  though  totally  contra- 
band, not  only  fupplied  the  colonies  with  fpe- 
cie,  which  could  not  be  derived  from  Great 
Britain,  but  formed  a  capital  market  for  nume- 
rous commodities  received  from  the  mother-^ 
country,  and  enabled  the  North  Americans  to 
traffic  advantageoufly  with  the  Weft  India 
Iflands,  and  to  pay  in  money  their  taxes  and  du- 
ties. The  extent  to  which  the  practice  of  fmug- 
gling  was  carried,  both  in  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies,  was  in  a  certain  degree  prejudicial  to 
the  revenue,  and  demanded  regulation ;  but  the 
total  fupprefTion  of  contraband  trade  was  in- 
confiftent  with  the  intereft  of  the  colonies  or  of 
the  mother-country.  Any  fyftem,  long  and  ad- 
vantageoufly purfued  to  fuch  an  extent  as  to  be 
fauftioned  by  the  majority  both  in  numbers  and 
refpedability,  is  not  to  be  contemplated  as  a 
mere  abftraft  queftion  of  propriety ;  but  the  tia- 
bits,  powers,  and  difpofitions  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned^ fhould  be  ftudioufly  examined,  and  leni- 
ently confidered,  in  all  regulating  afts.  The 
powers  of  government  ought  alfo  to  be  correctly 
appreciated.  Such  meafures  fhould  be  adopted 
as  will  not  occation  fuUen  dif content,  or  violent 
and  durable  oppofition;  and  in  all  cafes,  even 
when  pofitive  crimes  are  to  be  reprefTed,  fuch  a 
line  of  conduft  fhould  be  adopted*  as  will  leave 
to  the  fufferers.  no  juft  ground  of  complaint. 
,^  The  extenfive  coafts  of  America  were  pecu- 
liarly favourable  to  the  pradiceqf  illicit  trade; 

and 
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tmi  the  difpofition  of  all  ranks  pf  men.  com-  chap. 
billing  with  their  habita  and  neceffities  to  en-  ^!ij 
courage  it,  force  alone  could  efFed  its  fuppref-  «76f. 
fion.  It  may  be  fairly  doubted  if  force,  ufed 
to  deprive  an  individual  of  his  acauifition, 
where  no  iliame  attends  the  lofs,  h  2l  fit  inftru- 
ment  of  commercial  regulation ;  but  where 
fuch  unpopular  means  are  employed,  they 
fliould  b^  only  intrufted  to  perfons  fo  carefully 
feleded  as  to  prevent  the  imputation  of  undue 
exertion.  Naval  men,  though  mod  fit  in  one 
refpeft,  were  utterly  unqualified  in  another: 
thefpiritof  enterprize  which  made  them  ufeful 
in  war,  rendered  them  dreadful  in  peace,  and 
the  fame  difpofition  which  conftituted  their 
glory  when  employed  againft  the  enemy,  wa3 
the  foundation  of  numerous  complaints  when 
ufed  againft  the  citizen.  It  was  fpeedilyalr 
leged,  that  the  fair  and  clandeftine  trader  were 
equally  eicpofed  to  violence ;  that  the  naval 
officers  >vere  unacquainted  with  the  cuftomr 
houfe  laws,  and  therefore  made  many  illeo^al 
feizures;  while  the  American  traders  havmg 
no  redrefs  but  from  England,  the  tedioufneig 
and  diffiqulty  of  obtaining  it,  left  them,  in 
fact,  without  relief  The  merchants  com* 
plained  of  the  ftagnation  of  commerce  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fufpenfion  pf  intercourfe  with 
the  Spanifh  fettlements:  an  enmity  againft  the 
officers  pf  the  navy,  originating  m  their  new 
employ,  gained  ground,  and  was  affiduoufly 
maintained  by  the  abufive  and  infulting  para^ 
graphs  which  daily  iflued  from  the  prefs, 

While  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  the  public  mind  Efffea  of 
in  Aiperica ;  while  the  yell  of  Indian  carnage  ^*»«  p'^ 
was  yet  in  their  ears,  and  the  fmoke  of  their  l^[^  ^* 
ruined  habitations  yet  before  their  eyes;  their  theAmcrii 
rage  and  defpair  were  further  inflamed  by  the  ^"•r 
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CHAP,  arrival  of  the  Briti/h  Vcfoliitions  for  impoiin^ 
i^^i^  taxes.    A  more  unfavourable  moment  cuuld 
»764.     not  have  been  felefted.     The  unaccommodat- 
ing reeulations  on  trade,  gave  no  hope  of  com- 
promile  or  evafion  of  the  new  duties.     The 
.    Americans  faw  in  thefe  refolutions  the  firft  ap- 
pearance  of  a  general  and  extenfive  plan  of 
taxation,  the  limits  of  which  being  concealed 
from  their  fight,  were  magnified  to  their  appre- 
henfion.     They  determined  therefore  not  to 
wait  for  the  gradual  expofure  of  the  plan  to 
combat  it  by  parts,  but  to  ftrike  at  once  at  the 
bafis,  by  denying  the  right  of  the  mother- 
country  to  impofe  taxes  on  the  colonies,  which 
not  being  reprefented  in  parliament  did  neither 
really  nor  virtually  confent  to  the  impofition. 
Condoa         In  thefe,  and  all  the  fubfequenttranfaclions 
of  the  New  of  the  American  revolution,  the  New  England 
provbcci.  provinces,  and  MaffachuflTets  in  particular,  took 
the  moll  a&ive  and  leading  part     They  palled 
^refolutions  againft  the  propofed  laws,  which 
were  tranfmitted  to  their  agents,  and  to  the 
nth  See.    ^^^^  of  trade,  and  laid  before  the  privy  conn- 
nj^    '    oil. '     From  thefe  circumftances  it  has  been 
afferted  and   believed,  that  the  natives  had 
formed,  long  before  this  period,  a  deliberate 
lyftem  of  feparation  from  Great  Britain.    This 
opinion  is  in  part  true;  but  the  defire  of  inde- 
pendence was  limited  to  perfons  fo  inconfidera- 
ble^  both  for  number  and  fituation,  as  not  to 
afford  reafonable  grounds  of  apprehenfion.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  northern  colonies  never  loft 
the  original  inflexibility  of  their  republican 
anceftors,  nor  the  captious  fpirit  of  the  ancient 
fedtaries.    So  early  as  1754,  there  were  men  iii 

•  Stedman^s  Hiftoryof  the  American  War,  vol.  i.  Intredoflioji. 
— Alipon^t  CoUeAion  of  Papersj  &c«  reUtiTc  to  the  war  with  Ame^ 
ti^,  rol.  i. 
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thefe,  and  foire  of  the  other  colonies,  who  held  chap. 
independence  in  profpe6l,  and  who  were  deter-  yJ!}J!^ 
mined  tofeize  every  opportunity  of  promoting  «7«4*' 
it,  and  iucreafing  their  numbers.  *  The  propofed 
taxation  afforded  thefe  malecontents  an  op* 
portunity  of  combining  the  inhabitants  of  all 
the  colonies  in  fuch  meafures,.  as  would  ulti- 
mately favour  their  views;  and  this  opportuni- 
ty they  diligently  and  affiduoufly  improved* 
They  had  now  a  pretence  for  appealing  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  country  at  large,  againftUie  exer- 
tion of  authority  by  Great  Britain^  without 
hazard  of  offending  the  mod  loyal  or  refpe6l- 
able  Americans.  They  eafily  engaged  their 
fellow  citizens  to  defift  from  the  ufe  of  thofc 
luxuries,  with  which  they  had  been  hitherto 
fupplied  from  the  mother-country;  and  thus 
imiting  the  fpirit  of  revenge  and  injury  with 
the  plaufible  pretexts  of  economy,  eftabliih- 
ed  a  principle  of  oppofition  and  refifianc^ 
which  could  not  fail  of  producing,  in  tim^ 
the  moft  permanent  and  extenfive  effeds.  * 

It  Mas  alfo  refolved  to  fend  Dr.  Franklin  to  Dr.Pni&« 
England,  as  agent  for  America,  to  exert  his  ^ ^jmt« 
talents  and  inHuence  in  defeating  the  meafures    "• 
complained  of.  *    This  choice  of  an  agent  had 
great  effeft  on  the  fubfequent  tranfacWons  of 
we  colonies.     Franklin,  bred  to  the  trade  of  a  K*  <^ 
printer,  and  at  an  early  period  of  life  obliged  '*^^* 
to  rely  on  himfelf  alone  mr  fubfiftance  and  ad- 
vancement, was  rendered  cautious,  attentive, 
and  circumfpe£l :   though  his  efforts  had  been 
rewarded  by  a  competent  fortune,  and  the  poft- 

^  Ezamtnation  of  Jofeph  Galloway  before  the  boufc  of  comniMtj 
f.  ft.— Andrewt*s  Hiitory  of  the  American  War»  p.  1 1. 

<  Andrewt^t  Hiftory  ot  the  American  War»  .vol.  i.  p.  36,*— Sted- 
flian^a  Hiftory»  vol.  i.  p.  ajw^AlAon't  Colk^n  of  Papers,  &c. 
?ol.  i.  p.  5. 
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CX|AP.  mafterfliip  of  America,  he  did  not  refign  him-r 
jJJJJ:^  felf  to  indolence,  butftill  purfued  the  pmploy- 
^7^4^  ments  of  his  younger  years  with  unabated  per- 
feverance.  An  ane6lionate  attachment  to  li« 
terature  and  natural  philofophy  ading  upon  a 
bold  and  ardent  genius>  rendered  him  daring 
and  adventurous ;  but  left  him  all  that  minute 
attention  and  patient  calmnefs,  which  combines 
trifling  accidents,  and  little  caufes,  in  the  pro- 
motion and  perfe6lion  of  the  greateft  defigns. 
His  eloquence  was  fimple,  but  nervous  and 
commanding,  and  both  in  fpeaking  and  writ- 
ing abounded  with  thofe  brief  apophthegms, 
which  make  a  forcible  impreflion  on  the  mind, 
iubjugatje  the  judgment,  and  are  never  eradi- 
cated from  the  memory.  The  projefts  of 
Franklin,  which  in  another  would  have  feemed 
exaggerated  and  prepofterous,  were  by  him  fo 
well  planned  and  fo  induftrioufly  purfued,  that 
they  never  failed  to  produce  the  moft  ^xteur 
five,  and,  to  all  but  himfelf,  unexpected  refults; 
.  His  fortune,  his  knowledge,  and  his  great 
work  the  American  revolution,  are  conviuc-^ 
jng  and  incontrovertible  proof  of  tlie  immenfe 
labours  which  may  be  achieved  by  the  unioi^ 
pf  genius,  judgment,  and  perfeverapce. 
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CHAPTER  THE    EIGHTH: 
1765. 

St9te  of  Ireland.  —  RetroJpeBive  view  of  Um 
cofijiitutiofi  afid  government.  —  State  of  par-* 
ties  at  the  king's  acceffion.  — Dijputes  in  the 
cabinet.  —  ConduQ  of  lord  Halifax  the  lord 
lieutenant.  —  Outrages  of  the  )o%cer  clafs  of 
people.  —  The  earl  of  iNorthumberland  lord 
lieutenant.  —  Debates  on  the  penfion  liji.  — 
State  of  foreign  poncers.  —  The  French  feize 
and  refiore  Tortuga. — Spain  commits  irre- 
gularities —  but  makes  fatisffiBion.  —  Af^ 
fairs  of  Poland  and  RuJJia. — Meeting  of, 
the  Britijh  parliament.  —  Taxation  oj  Ame- 
rica.—  Deoates  on  General  Warrants. — * 
On  informations  ex  officio. — The  Ijle  of  Man 
annexed  to  the  realm.  —  Regency  ad.  —  In- 
furreQion  of  f^k  weavers. — Negotiaticyis 
for  a  change  of  minijiry.  —  Meeting  of  ike 
minijiry  in  Downing  Streety  and  terms  pro- 
pofed  by  them  to  the  king.  —  Rockingham 
adminijiration  formed.  —  Death  oJ  the  duke 
of  Cumberland-^  and  of  prince  Frederick. 

np  H  E  uninterrupted  feries  of  events  has  h ither-  chap. 
^    to  preventea  a  due  attention  to  the  affairs   J^iJ;^ 
of  Ireland,  which  from  the  beginning  of  the     «7«5- 
reign  excited  an  unufual  degree  of  intereft.  f^Sl^ 
The  government  of  Ireland,  as  conneded  with 
Great  Britain,  was  dailv  becoming  more  diffi- 
cult :  an  entcrprizing  fpirit  of  liberty  on  one 
hand,  and  an  equitable  defire  to  temper  the 
ilri^efs  of  rule   bv  the   mild  operation  of 
beneficient  laws  and  ufages  on  the  other,  oc- 
(^^oQed  many  perplexed  queiUons  of  right 
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CHAP,  and  policy,  and  favoured  the  views  of  men 
,  yjil^   ^^^  aimed,  by  means  of  popularity,  to  attain 
the  height3  of  political  elevation :  as  the  dif- 
putes  to  which  their  efforts  gave  birth  are  of 
confiderablp  iptcrpft,  a  brief  i-etrofpefl  will  be 
jieceirary. 
Itatrofpea       F^OM  the  firft  conqueft  of  Ireland  to  the 
ItoUon^'^  Tcign  of  Henry  VII,  the  mutual  intcrcourfe  be» 
and  g^     tween  the  countries  was  not  eilablifhed  by  a. 
namtnu   fyflem  of  extenfive  and  permanent  utility? 
^        phaoce  and  force  directed  the  operations  of  the 
prown  and  of  the  fubjeft,  and  though  tjje  |aws 
of  England  were  declared  the  rule  pf  govern-? 
ment,  ftill  the  people  were  but  imperfmly  re- 
trained or  protedcd  by  them ;  and  no  reci^r-f 
pence  to  the  king  was  neceffary  to  fa,n.£iiop  tj^^ 
laws  which  originated  in  Ireland. 
-  This  anomaly  in  legiflation  was  produ^ve 
of  much  inconvenience  and  oppreffion;  ajid  Sir 
Edward  Poynings,  lord  deputy  ip  the  tenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI|,  framed,  at  thie 
requeft  of  the  parliament  and  the  peoplp,  the 
celebrated  ftatutes  known  by  his  namei     That 
part  which  related  to  the  formation  of  laws,  orj 
dained  that  before  a  parliament  ihpuld  be  con- 
vened, the  chief  governor  and  council  flioulc| 
certify  to  the  king,  under  the  grea^  feal,  the 
confideration  and  caufes,   and  the  articles  of 
-  the  ads  to  be  propofed  :  and  when  the  king  in 
his  council  ot  England  fhould  have  ^pprove^ 
or  altered  fuch  ads,  and  certified  them  back 
under  the  great  feal  of  Englanfl,  and  given 
leave  to  fiinnnon  a  parliament,  then  the  fame 
Should  be  held,  ana  the  ads  fo  ce^:tified,  and 
no  otheri  propofed,  received,  or  rejefted. 

Thjs  adgave  (lability  to  the  conftitution, 
facilitated  the  intercourfe  between  the  fove- 
ieign  and  the  fubjeft,  and  reconciled  the  dif- 

•  icrenti 
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fSfcrent  views  of  the  two  nations,  by  preventing  chap. 
precipitate  determinations  on  their  mutual  or  ^^^^^ 
peculiar  interefts ;  but  as  its  reftriftions  were 
found  too  fevere  in  precluding  the  framing  of 
&ny  law  fuggefted  after  the  fitting  of  parlia- 
tnenty  the  ftatute  of  third  and  fourth  of  Philip 
and  Mary,  C.  iv.  ena^ed  that  new  propofitions 
might  be  certified  to  England  in  the  ufual 
forms,  ev^  after  the  fummons  and  during;  the 
feffion  of  parliament.  *  Thus  a  beneficial  re- 
laxation took  place ;  the  parliament  alTembled 
if  a  finglc  bill  was  forwarded  to  England,  and 
the  heads  of  fubfequent  flatutes  were  tranf- 
nutted  during  the  feffion.  ^ 

From  this  period,  the  benefits  of  the  Britifli 
conftitution  were  rapidly  extended  to  Ireland, 
till  the  rebellion  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I,  and 
the  cruel  maffacres  and  confifcations  which 
took  place  during  the  commonwealth.  At  the 
refloration,  Charles  II  ffeneroufly  waved  his 
Tight  to  the  forfeited  lands,  and  the  parliament 
ot  Ireland,  in  grateful  return,  vefled  the  re- 
venue, which  was  in  general  fully  fufficient  to 
anfwer  all  exigencies,  in  the  croAvn  for  ever. 

The  billmoft  ufually  fent  over  from  Ireland 
to  the  king  in  council,  was  a  money  bill;  and 
the  pra6lice  was  fo  generally  adopted,  as  to  be 
considered  merely  of  coiirfe.  Once  only  an 
attempt  was  made,  in  a  critical  period  of  the*  . 
Englilh  biftory,  to  impede  the  operations  of 
government  by  a  popular  pretext  of  exerting 
the  conftitutional  right  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons to  hold  the  national  purfe.     This  was 

«  See  lor<l  Mbntmorret't  Hiftoiy  of  the  Irifli  Parbament,  vol.  i^ 
p«  47>  et  feq.  Hiftory  of  the  Political  CoDne6lion  between  England 
and  IreUnci,  p.  92.  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  367. 
Biackftone's  Commentaries,  vol*  i.  p,  99;  and  Chriftian*8  Note  ou 
this  part  of  Blackftone,  p.  103. 

>  Lord  Montmorres^  ubi  fup. 
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CHAr.  foiiT  years  after  the  Rcvoluticin,  *  when  lorcl 
^^°* ,.  Sydney,  chief  governor  of  Ireland^  wa«  fent 
over  for  the  purpofe  of  holding  a  parliainent 
to  regulate  the  atitairs  of  that  kingdom^  which 
had  fallen  into  great  diforder.  The  frtttlia- 
tient  M^as  fummoned  in  the  ufual  manner^  de- 
cording  to  Poynings*s  law:  feveral  bills  were 
tranfmitted  from  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil to  England,  and  returned  under  tlie  great 
feal,  two  of  which  were  bills  of  fupply. 
One  of  them  granting  an  additional  excife 
was  paffed,  but  before  the  firft  reading  the 
houle  came  to  the  following  refolutions :  Firft, 
That  it  was  the  undoubted  right  of  the  com- 
mons of  Ireland,  in  parliament  aflembled,  to 
prepare  the  ways  and  means  of  raifing  money. 
Second,  That  it  was  and  is  the  fole  and  un-* 
doubted  right  of  the  commons  to  prepare  heads 
of  a  bill  for  raifing  money-  Third,  Tliat,  not- 
withftanding  the  aforefaid  rights  of  the  com- 
mons, they  think  fit,  in  confideration  of  the 
prefent  exigencies  of  affairs,  and  the  public 
neceffity  of  fpeedily  raifing  a  fupply  for  their 
tnajeflies,  to  order  a  bill  tranlmitted  out  of 
England,  intitled,  "  An  aft  for  an  additional  • 
"  excife,"  &c.  to  be  read,  but  that  it  ihould 
not  be  drawn  into  precedent.  — The  other  bill, 
"  For  granting  to  their  majefties  certain  duties 
*'  for  one  year,"  was  rejefted,  and  a  refolution 
entered  on  the  journals,  flating  as  a  reafon  for 
its  rejeftion,  that  it  did  not  take  its  rife  in  the 
Irifh  houfe  of  commons* 

^LoRD  Sydney  confidering  the  conftitution 
violated  by  this  proceeding,  foon  afterwards 
prorogued  the  parliament,  having  firfl  animad* 
verted  on  their  proceedings  with  confiderable 
feverity,  and  entered  a  proteft  againft  them 

<  In  1692* 

on 
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«H  the  journals.    The  judges,  both  of  Irehtici  CHAP« 
and  England,  on  a  iblemn  confultation,  de-  JKJ: 
dared  the  claim  of  the  Irifli  houfe  of  commons 
unfounded  in  law. 

This  parliament  never  fet  again;  but  a 
new  legislature  fully  recognized  the  principle 
againil  which  their  predeceifors  had  contend- 
ed. The  practice  of  paflTnig  money  bills  tranf- 
mitted  by  tlie  privy  council,  and  returned  from 
England,  was  afterwards  invariably  followed ; 
and  the  Irifli  parliament  fo  implicitly  recog- 
nized the  principle,  that  on  the  29th  of 
November  16 14,  the  houfe  of  commons  en- 
tered on  their  journals  a  note  to  the  lord  de- 
puty, "  The  houfe  of  commons,  acknowledg- 
**  ing  the  fole  power  and  authority  to  tranfmit 
^*  fuch  bills  as  are  to  be  propounded  in  Parlia-* 
"  ment  doth  reft  in  the  lord  deputy  and  coun- 
*^  cil,  do  only  defire  to  be  as  remembrancers 
**  unto  his  lordfhip  and  the  reft,  touching  the 
**  ads  following,  which  they  humbly  ofter  aa 
*^  meet  to  be  tranfmitted  with  fuch  other,  afts 
'^  as  his  lordfliip  and  council  fhall  think  fit  to 
"  be  propounded  in  the  next  feflion/' 

The  principle  thus  acknowledged  was  not 
foon  again  brought  into  difpute ;  but  during 
the  reign  of  George  I,  the  turbulent  difpofi- 
tion  of  an  oppofition  in  Ireland  gave  great  em- 
barraflment  to  the  miniltry,  and  in  the  affair 
of  Wood's  patent  for  the  coinage  of  copper,  ^ 
completely  triumphed  over  the  exertions  of 
government.  In  this  cdnteft  the  firitifh  mini- 
Itcr,  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  was  highly  fenfible  of 
the  difadvantage  accruing  to  government  from 
permitting  the  important  offices  of  lord  pri- 
mate and  lord  chancellor  to  be  occupied  by  na^ 

*  In  If 2$. 
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CHAP,  tives;  and  therefore,  when  lord  Midletott  re* 
^[^^^  figned  the  great  feal,  Weft,  an  Engliihrnan, 
was  appointed  in  his  ftead,  and  on  the  death 
of  Lindfay  in  1724,  Boulter  biihop  of  Briftol, 
an  Englifliman,  filled  the  fituation  of  loni 
primate. 

This  prudent  arrangement  gave  more  ap- 
pearance of  unanimity  to  the  proceedings  of 
government,  till  the  appointment  of  Dn 
Stone*  to  the  primacy  in  1747;  foon  after 
which  a  conteft  for  power  between  him  and  Mr. 
Henry  Boyle,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  afterwards  earl  of  Shannon,  embroiled  the 
cabinet. 

Residence  was  not  at  that  period  apart 
of  the  lord  lieutenant's  duty,  and  thererore, 
except  on  urgent  pccafions,  the  public  bufinefs 
was  tranfadled  under  the  aufpices  of  great  men 
in  office,  who  held  a  commiffion  as  lords  juf-- 
tices. 

BoTLE  was  a  man  "whofe  underilanding, 
naturally  of  the  firft  clafs,  was  improved  by  a 
long  ac?quaintance  with  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try, and  whofe  experience  was  matured  by 
having  long  retained  a  prominent  part  in  the 
conduft  of  public  affairs :  the  number  of  his 
friends  was  augmented,  and  their  adherence 
fecured  by  his  affable  manners,  aiid  the  ho- 
nourable inflexibility  of  his  attachment*  Stone, 
who  rofe  to  his/lignity  under  the  patronage  of 
the  duke  of  Newcaflle,  united  a  fupple  in- 
finuating  addrefs  with  a  prefumptuous  mind, 
and  infatiable  ambition.  He  was  defiroua 'im- 
mediately to  feize  the  reins  of  power,  which 

•  The  Reverend  Geor^  Stone,  D.  D.  was  brother  of  Andrew 
Stone  the  confidential  fecretary  to  the  duke  of  Ncwcaftk*  and  by 
hit  grace*s  intereft,  was  appointed  dean  of  Deny,  bi(hop  of  Femea 
in  i740f  andy  after  fucceffive  tranflations  to  thc'ieet  of  iCildare  and 
lhrrj$  WM  raifed  to  tbt  primacy. 

Boyle, 
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]&oyle,  who. maintained  his  pre-eminence  with  CHAP4 
firmnefs  and  dignity,  was  unwilling  to  refign.      ^Jii^ 

In  1751,  the  duke  of  Doifet  was  appointed 
lord  lieutenant;  and  he,  ading  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  in  fupport 
of  Stone,  formed  a  new  junto,  of  which  he  was 
theofteniible  leader*  This  innovation  con  vulfed 
the  cabinet ;  and  the  rage  of  party  extending 
itfelf  over  the  whole  nation,  ahnoft  every  in- 
dividual ranged  himfelf  on  one  or  the  other 
fide.  The  talents  and  exertions  of  Boyle  were 
fuflicient  to  embarrafs  the  proceedings  of  go- 
vernment, and  on  one  queftion,  in  the  year 
1753,  he  fucceeded  in  obtaining  a. majority 
againft  the  miniftry ;  but  perhaps  his  influence 
was  lefs  confpicuous  in  this  advantage,  than 
in  preventing  the  numbers,  which  were  not 
greatly  in  his  favour,  ^  from  being  inferted  on 
the  jonrnals.  Upon  this  occafion  he  was  dif- 
mifled  with  all  his  adherents. 

These  dilfentions,  however,  {!o  weakened 
and  impaired  the  energy  of  government,  that 
the  marquis  of  Hartington,  afterwards  duke  of 
Devonfliire,  who  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant 
in  1755,  effefted  a  compromife  with  Boyle, 
whofe  friends  were  re-inllated  in  their  olliccs^ 
and  himfelf,  in  1756,  advanced  to  the  peerage 
by  the  title  of  earl  of  Shannon.  The  pri- 
mate being  thus  in  a  fort  of  difgrace,  made  . 
overtures  to  his  rival,  and  a  coalition  was 
effected. 

In  1757,  the  duke  of  Bedford  was  appointed 
lord  lieutenant.  He  found  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons principally  governed  by  certain  indivi- 
duals of  family  and  influence,  who  return- 
ing a  majority  of  members,  were  enabled  to 
make  their  own  terms  with  government,  and 

^  jaa  to  XI7- 

vox.  i^  N  inay 
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CHAP,  way  be  diftinguiflied  by  the  defcription  of 
i^u!'.  Men  of  Influence.  During  the  duke*s  admini- 
flUation,  a  new  party  arofe  in  the  houfe  of  cbm- 
jnons,  who  arrogated  to  themfelves  the  name 
of  The  Patriots.  It  was  formed,  in  general,  of 
'min  of  moderate  fortunes,  but  extenfive  am- 
bition, of  'middle  rank,  and  great  abilities. 
They  profefled  a  decided  antipathy  to  govern- 
inent,  and  to  the  overhearing  authority  of  the 
men  of  influence,  and  occafionally  lent  their 
aid  to  one  or  the  other  party,  as  beft  fuited 
their  vie^vs  of  diminifhing  the  power  of  each. 
When  government  was  at  variance  with  thfe 
men  of  influence,  they  ranged  on  the  fide  of 
igovetnment;  but  finding  themfelves  abandon- 
ed, and  the  men  of  influence  readily  received 
into  favour,  they  entered  into  open  hoftilities* 
ii^ith  both. 

The  hcreditaiy  revenue  granted  to  tte 
crown,  would,  if  difcreetly  managed,  havta 
been  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  neceflary 
charges  of  ftate :  the  patriots,  fenfible  that  their 
caufe  would  be  more  effeftually  promoted  hy 
fubjefting  the  fervants  of  the  crown  to  fifcal 
embarraffinents,  made  their  chief  eflFort  to  load 
this  revenue  with  charges,  under  plaufible  pre- 
tences ;  nothing  anfwered  the  purpofe  better, 
during  the  adminiftration  of  the  duke  of  Bcd- 
'ford,  than  an  a^  for  granting  a  bounty  on 
corn  and  flour  brought  by  land  carriage  to 
Dublin,  which  at  the  fame  time  was  a  gratifying 
job  in  favour  of  landed  men  in  diflant  coun- 
ties. Whether  through  treachery,  fupinenefg, 
or  the  fear  of  oppofing  fo  popular  a  liieafure  as 
that  of  fupplying  the  capital  with  provifions, 
the  men  of  influence  lent  their  aid,  and  the  lord 
lieutenant  was,  at  length,  induced  to  fan^lk^ 
the  bill.  In  ordinary  years,  this  bounty  amount- 
-jrd4o  jio,ooo  L  but  in  great  harveib^to  a  much 

larger 
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larger  {um.  The  duke  of  Bedford,  fenfible  of  chaP. 
the  diminution  which  would  thus  be  effeded  ^^^ 
in  the  revenue,  was  defirous  to  limit  the  dur- 
ation of  its  provifions  to  a  term  of  years;  but 
the  popularity  of  the  meafure,  and  the  urgent 
inilances  of  its  promoters,  induced  him  to  grant 
it  his  fupport.  They  alfo  promifed  to  eftabliih. 
a  fund  to  repair  the  deficiency  in  the  permanent 
revenue;  but  when  they  had  attained  the  de- 
fired  objeft,  never  thought  it  neceflary  to  ful- 
fil their  engagement.  This  bounty  was  capa- 
ble of  becoming  extremely  embarrafling  to  go- 
vernment, as  it  was  not  made  payable  out  of  the 
treafury,  but  out  of  the  revenues  in  tranjitu  in  . 
the  hands  of  the  collectors  of  cufioms  in  the 
port  of  Dublin. 

At  the  acceflion  of  the  king,  the  primate,  Condu^of 
lord  Shannon,  and  Mr.  Ponfonby  fpeaker  of  f^^^'^"»- 
the  houfe  of  commons,  were  lords  julrices;  the  tiic'cxche-. 
lord  . lieutenant  had   refided  only   one  year;  q^r, 
the  lords  juftices  governed  the  country  in  fub- 
ferviency  to  their  own  views^    and  regulated 
every  department  without  controul.    They  now 
attempted  to  obtain  popularity  by  introdue-    , 
iiig  a  new  practice,  and  were  joined  in  this 
effort  by  Mr.  Malone,  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, who  in  oppofition  had  been  highly  po- 
pular, and  refolved  to  embrace  this  opportunity 
of  regaining  the  influence  over  the  public  mind, 
uhich  he  had  loft  by  accepting  a  minifterial 
fituatian^     The  privy  council  being  affembled, 
a  doubt  was  fuddenly  fuggefted  concerning 
the  propriety  of  fending  over  a  money  bill,  aa 
the  rejection  of  it  by  the  Irifli  houie  of  com- 
mons was  anticipated,  which  would  occafion 
the  diflblution  of  the  new  parliament,  and  thus 
give  rife  to  much  diflfatisfattion  :  in  fupport  of 
this  opinion,  a  ftanding  order  of  the  Irilh  houfe 

K  «  of 
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CHAP,  of  commons  made  in  the  year  1727  was  cited* 
J^^^  As  the  lord  chancellor  (lord  Bowes)  had  been 
previouily  referred  to,  and  given  his  opinion 
that,  according  to  cuftom,  a  money  bill  fhould 
be  fent,  this  objeftion  was  in  fa6t  a  furprize. 
It  was  obvioufly  a  mere  attempt  to  gain  popu- 
larity ;  but  as  a  ftrong  party  in  the  council 
fupported  the  objection,  it  became  neceflary  for 
the  chancellor  and  his  friends  to  maintain 
their  opinion.  Debates  were  carried  on  with 
great  virulence,  and  party  rancour  inflamed 
to  its  higheft  pitch.  The  popular  party  at. 
length  prevailed  fofar,  as  to  alter  the  eftablifli- 
ed  ufagc,  by  fending  a  bill,  not  for  a  fupply  to 
the  king,  but  relating  to  a  vote  of  credit  for 
Ireland.  This  Avas  open  to  every  objection 
which  applied  to  the  ufual  bill,  and  was  befides 
unnecelfary,  as  the  appropriated  duties  already 
voted  by  parliament,  would  not  expire  till  De- 
cember 1761.* 
Arrival  1n  tliis  pofition  of  aftairs  the  duke  of  Bed- 

S"!^"?'     ford  was  recalled,  and  fucceeded  by  the  earl  of 
lord  Hall-   Halifax.     The  exalted  charader  of  this  no- 
hx  as  lord  blcman,  his  integrity,   independence,  and  in- 
Iieutcnant.  tj-^pj^ii^y^  Warranted  fanguine  expectations  of  a 
6th  oa.     vigorous  and  fuccefsful  adminiftration.      On 
1761.  .      his  arrival,  he  received  the  ufual  compliments 
with  dignified  gracioufnefs,  and  his  deport- 
ment, joined  to  the  reputation  of  his  talents, 
inftantly  gained  a  degree  of  popularity  which 
his  fubfequent  conduti  enabled  nim  to  retain.' 
lid  051.     He  met  the  parliament  with  a  judicious  and 
fenfible  fpeech,  in  which  he  ftrongly  recom- 
mended unanimity,  and  a  forbearance  of  pub- 
lic heats  and  private  animofities.      He  fecured 
his  popularity  by  earneftly  inforcing  the  ne- 

t  Lord  Bowes'  Letters  to  Dodmgton. 

*  Letter  from  lord  Bowes  to  Mr,  Dodington,  i6ih  Ofl.  1761. 

ceflity 
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ceffity  of  attending  to  the  natural  advantages   chap. 
df  the    country,   agriculture    and   the  linen     ^™*  . 
manufaftory  ;  and  recommending  a  proper  re- 
gard to  the  Protcftant  ellablilhment,  by  en- 
couraging the  charter  fchools. 

While  he perfevcrcd  in  this  line  of  conduft, 
there  was  no'probability  that  he  would  become 
fubfervient  to  the  views  of  any  party ;  an  in- 
fidious  attempt  was  therefore  n)adeto  diminilh 
his  reputation  for  independence,  by  a  refolu- 
tion  carried  in  the  committee  of  accounts,  and 
afterwards  palled  in  parliament.  It  dated  the  »6th  Feb. 
appointments  of  the  lord  lieutenant  to  be  in-  '76*. 
adequate  to  the  dignity  of  the  office,  and  the 
houfe  therefore  requettcd  his  majefty  to  grant 
fuch  an  augmentation  as  would  make  them 
amount  to  iixteen  thoufand  pounds.  The  U- 
jberality  of  this  vote  claimed  the  thanks  of  lord 
Halifax,  he  applauded  their  motives,  but  faid, 
as  it  had  been  his  duty  in  the  courfe  of  the 
felhon  to  propofe  plans  attended  with  great 
public  expence,  and  to  ejiforce  economy,  he 
/could  not,  without  pain,  fuLmit  that  the  efta- 
blifliment,  already  burthened  in  confequence  of 
his  fuggeftions,  fliould  be  further  charged  foy 
liis  particular  profit:  but  while  he  difclaimed 
the  applicati(m  of  their  liberality  to  himfelf,  he 
reconmiended  that  the  augmentation  fliould  be 
provifionally  made,  and  conferred  on  his  fuc- 
cellbr.  This  dignified  and  manly  conduct  dif- 
^rmed  faction  ;  the  bufinefs  of  the  feffion  pro- 
ceeded with  uninterrupted  harmony;  liberal 
votes  were  paflied  refpetting  the  feveral  objefls 
pientioncd  in  his  excellency's  fpeech,*  and 
}ie  declared    himfelf  j:eifec(ly    fatisfied  with 

4  Sec  proctcdings  of  the  Iriih  parliament  in  the  different  periodi-^ 
«ii  public^Uionsa 
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CHAP,  his  fituation,  fuperior  to  party,  and  refolved 
^);^    that  the  king's  authority  fhould  not  fufter  in 

his  hands.  ^ 
Outrages         The  internal   tranquillity   of  Ireland  waa 
of  the        difturbed  by  a  band  of  dcfperadoes,  ibinetimes 
©?Mopie/  call^^  Levellers,  from  their  levelli^ng  the  walls 
and  ditches  under  pretence   of  reftoring  the 
commons  to  the   poor ;    and  at   other  times 
White  Boys,  from  wearing  a  ihirt  or  white  gar- 
ment over  their  cloaths.     The  union  of  thefe 
banditti  was  fecured,  and  the  increafe  of  their 
numbers  favoured,  by  oaths  of  fecrecy,  and  by 
wreaking  their  vengeance  on  thofe  who  refufcd 
to  concur  in  their  meafures.     They  continued 
to  harrafs  government  for  many  years,  and  the 
civil  and  military  power  Avere  alternately  em- 
ployed againftthem  in  vain, 
J76J.  LoTwD  Halifax  wasfuccecded  in  the  vice- 

royalty  of  Ireland  by  the  earl  of  Northumber- 
land. "  The  infurgents  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  even  in  Dublin,  increa(ing  to 
an  alarming    degree,   and  committing  many 
jxftoa.     dreadful  atrocities,  a  committee  was  inftituted 
by  the  houfe  ^  commons  to  examine  into  the 
caufes  of  their  outrages;    but  their  inquiries 
produced  no  beneficial  effefls.     Lord  Shannon 
^^'tls  now  grown  old,  and  appeared  defnous  only 
of  repofe :    the  primate  was  united  with  the 
lord  lieutenant,  and  the  fpeaker  (till  afted  ia 
general  under  his  influence. 
Difcuffions       But  although  this  difpofition  in  the  leaders 
onthepen-  of  the  men  of  influence  appeared  to  promote 
***"  '  •     tranquillity,  the  violence  of  party  continued 
to  augment ;  and  among  other  topics  of  popu* 
lar  inveftive,  thcpenfions  on  the  Irifh  eftabliflr^ 
ynent,  furniflied  a  conftant  theme  of  cenfure. 
A  copy  of  the  penfion  lift  ^\as  ubtai^ed,  and  be-» 

k  Letters  from  lord  Halifax  to  lord  MelcombCt 

5  came 
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€dme  the  fubjed  of  virulent  difcuffion  in  both  ch  ap» 
lungdoms;  it  was  defcribed  as  a  never-failing  y^^^] 
iburce  of  undue  influence  and  corruption.' 
A  motion  waA  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
to  addrefs  the  king  for  a  writ  of  fcirefociasp 
to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  patent  by 
which  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the  ex^ch^- 
:^uer  was  held.  This  motion  was  loft,  but  the 
amount  of  the  penfions  was  preffed  on  thq 
houfe;  and  one  of  athoufand  pounds,  granted 
in  the  name  of  George  Charles,  but  in  fa6t 
paid  to  M.  de  Viri,  the  Sardinian  embalfador^ 
lor  his  ferviccs  in  the  negotiation  for  peace, 
^as  fele6ted  as  a  peculiar  topic  of  difapproba* 
tion.  Mr.  afterwards  lord  Pery,  in  an  able* 
^>eech,  moved  for  an  addrefs.  He  ftated  the 
increafe  of  penfions  fince  the  reign  of  George  I, 
and  the  augmentation  of  that  and  the  military 
eftabhfliment  fince  the  year  1736,  which  had 
been  more  tlian  doubled.  The  arguments 
on  the  other  fide  tended  to  prove  that  th^ 
kingdom  of  Ireland  had  fcarcely  fuffered  by 
the  var,  while  her  territory  and  commerce 
bad  been  protected  a-t  the  exoeuce  of  Great 
Britain,  and  therefore  it  Mas  reafonable  to  ap- 
ply her  funds  in  time  of  peace  to  relieve  the 
burthens  of  Englaaul.  The  motion  was  loft 
on  adivifion;  and  a  loyal  addrefs  carried  in  ftotbD«)c» 
both  houfes,  expreffing  difapprobation  of  the 
daily  libels,  which  violated  every  rule  of  de- 
cency, order,  and  government,  and  tended  to 
excite  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  and  dilbbediencc 
to  their  fovereign,  the  laws,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion.  * 

*  Debates  of  the  Tri(h  Parliament,  Smollet's  Riftory  of  Eng* 
land,  vol.  xvi.  p.  a8s  et  fcq  ;  Inquiiy  into  the  Legality  of  Pbn- 
fions,  by  Alexander  M'Anlay  ;  Thoughts  on  the  Feniion  Lift  of 
||%land,  with  the  lift  anaexed  j — and  many  other  publications. 
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CHAP.       Although  the  eiForts  of  oppofition  failed 
\]^!i^  in  parliament,  the  public  mind  was  violently 
Agitation    agitated.  Theinfurgents,  under  various  names, 
of  the  pub-  ^  Le\'ellers,  White  Boys,  Oak  Boys,  Hearts  of 
Steel,    continued  their  exceffes,   and  direfted 
their  perfecutions  againft  all  who  by  exafting 
or  paying  tythes  in  kind,  became  obnoxious 
to  them ;  and  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom 
the  fields  were  dcferted.     In  Dublin,  the  to- 
pics which  agitated  the  metropolis  of  Great 
jBritain  found  an  equal  intereft ;  the  guild  of 
t^th  Jan.    merchants  voted  their  freedom  to  Mr.  Pratt, 
■7*4.        afterwards  lord  Camden,   and  the  corporation 
prefented  him'  with  the  freedom  of  the  city 
in  a  gold  box.  * 
State  of  The  European  powers  whofe  conduft  was; 

powMf,  likely  to  aifeft  Great  Britain,  prefented  no  ap-r 
pearances  which  could  aftbrd  ferious  difquie^ 
tude.  The  French  king,  immerfed  in  fenfu- 
ality,  and  incapable  of  providing  refourcea 
for  the  numerous  debts  which  fwallowed  up 
his  revenues,  was  obliged  to  employ  thofe  ar- 
bitrary a6is  of  injuftice  which  fliew  the  weak- 
iiefs  of  government,  and  tend  rapidly  to  its 
deftrufiiion.  The  difputes  between  the  crown 
and  the  parliaments  were  now  arifing,  which 
fifterwards  be^at  a  fpirit  of  political  difputa-^ 
tion,  productive  in  the  end  of  the  mod  baler 
f ul  eftefts. 
The  Some  events,  however,  in  the  courfe  of  the 

faicTor*   y^^^j  feemed  to  threaten  the   tranquillity  of 
tugat        Great  Britain.      A  French  fliip  of  fixty-four 
$&Jwa04     guns,  atid  three  fmaller  veiTels,  fuddenly  ap- 
peared before  Tortuga,  or  Turks  Ifland,  an  in« 

■  In  thi$  view  of  the  afl^iirs  of  Ireland »  beiides  the  s|uthoritieft 
Cited,  aad  the  ordinary  fources  of  IntelUgcncey  I  have  been  fur? 
pi^ed  with  much  intereRing  prirate  iiifortnatio^* 

copfiderable 
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eonfiderable   poffeffion   in   the    Weft  Indies,  chap. 
valuable  only  for  its  fait  ponds,  took  the  Eng-    Jl^JJi;^ 
lilh  inhabitants   prifouers,   and  aflumed  pof- 
feffion of  the  place.    The  intelligence  of  this 
unjuftifiable  attack,  occafioned  a  great  fenfa- 
tion  in  London  ;  but  the  court  of  Verfailles,  on  ButrcAoR 
a  reprefentation  by  the  Britiili  embaflador,  dif-  '*• 
avowed  the  i)roceedings  in  the  moft  explicit 
manner,  and  promifed  an  honourable  indemnif- 
ication, the  terms  of  which  were  to  be  adjuft- 
ed  by  the  French  governor  of  St.  Domingo, 
and  the  Britiih  governor  of  Jamaica*     Some 
jiealoufies  were  entertained  that  the  French  had 
encroached  on  Newfoundland,  and  were  for- 
tifying St.  Pierre,   contrary  to  the  treaty  of 
peace ;  but  on  the  inquiry  they  proved  to  be 
unfounded. 

Complaints  werealfo  made  of  the  Spanifli  Spain ccoi. 
governors,  for  interrupting  the  Brit  if  h  logwood  ^{^'j||*^ 
cuttei*s,  and  of  a  Spaniih  commodore  for  the 
feizure  of  aBritiih  ihip  in  the  Mediterranean;  But  mala 
but  in  both  cafes  ample  iatisfaflion  was  aftbrd-  ^?^»»^ac- 
ed  without  delay. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  whom  the  defection  of  Affairs «f 
England  had  left  without  an  ally,  was  anxious  ^oi^tL 
not  to  offend  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  defirous  to  ftrengthenhis  intereftby 
new  connexions;  he  therefore  made  no  efforts  3d  ApiiL 
to  prevent  the  archduke  Jofeph  from  being 
elected  king  of  the  Romans,  and  preffed  the 
completion  of  a  treaty  with  Kuffia.     The  death  oa.  511^ 
of  AuguAus  HI,  opened  new  vicM's  to  the  am-  17^3* 
bitious   mind  of  Catherine,    who  determined 
to  fecure  her  afcendency  in  Poland,  by  railing 
her  favourite,  count  Staniilaus  Poniatowfky,  to 
the  throne.     With  great  dexterity  ihe  preclud- 
ed the  interpo/ition  of  France  and  Auftria,  and 

prevailed 
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CHAP,  prevailed  on  Frederick  to fecond  her  views,  by? 

J^^   concluding  a  treaty  of  guaranty  and  alliance^ 

B4aur.i764.  offenfivc  and  detenfive:  the  emprefs  and  the 
king  of  Pruffia  jointly  engaged  to  prevent  the 
crown  of  Poland  from  becoming  hereditary, 
and  by  a  fecret  convention,  the  king  cove- 
nanted to  pix>mote  the  election  of  Staniflaus 
Poniatowfky.  All  oppolition  being  fupprefled- 
by  the  entrance  of  the  Ruflian  troops  into  Po-* 
land,  and  the  march  of  the  Pruflians.  to  the 
frontiers,  the  election  took  placc. 

The  Polilh  nobility  enjoyed  a  privilege 
called  liberum  vetOj  by  m  hich  a  fmgle  noble- 
man was  enabled  to  flop  the  deliberattona 
of  the  diet,  and  even  diflblve  it  To  avoid 
the  impediments  which  might  arife  from  the 

Tf&Mar.  ^x^rcife  of  this  right,  the  afiembly  convened 
for  the  eleftion  of  a  king,  was  changed  into  a 
diet  of  confederation,  in  which  the  liberum 
veto  was  fufpended,  and  the  qiieftions  were  de-^ 
tided  by  a  majority  of  voices.  *  Poniatowiky 
was  not  choftn  by  the  Poles  on  his  firft  nominal 
tion  without  confiderable  oppolition :  the  vio- 
lation of  their  ancient  rights,  occaiioned  a 
ftrong  protcft,  which  was  figned  by  twenty-two 
.  fenators  and  forty-five  nuncios  ;  fome  ot  them 
.  w  J  even  took  up  arms,  but  w  ere  defeated  by  the 
Ruffian  troops.      Another  confederation  for 

TihScpt*  the  final  election  being  alfembled,  Poniatowfki 
wa»  unanimoufly  chofen,  and  crowned  by 
the  name  of  Staniflaus  Auguftus.  • 

/^,^  A  political  event  which  occurred  this  year 

Ruflia.      in  Ruffia,  though  it  did  not  afFe£l  the  itate 

^  *  For  an  account  of  the  conftitotion  of  the.PolIflk  diet,  the  )i- 
herum  vtto,  and  mode  of  dealing  a  king ;  fee  Coxe*8  Travels  ixt 
Poland,  &c.  voL  i.  c.  v  and  vi. 

•  OBuvres  du  Ro'i  de  PrufTe,  vol.  iv«  p.  169,  et-feq.  LIfeqf 
Catherine  11,  vol.  i.  c.  iv.  WraxalPs  MciQ^ii'S  of  the  couilt  of 
Berlin,  ice,  vol.  ii.  letters  19  and  ao» 

of 
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€)f  Great  Britain,  is  yet  too  intereftiftg  to  be  chap* 
pafl'ed  over  in  lilence.  Ivan  Antonovitch,  ^^iy 
grandfon  of  Ivan  V,  joint  heir  of  the  crown  >7^^ 
of  Ruflia  Mith  Peter  the  Great,  was  confi- 
<lered  at  the  death  of  the  emprefs  Anne,  un-» 
doubted  fucceflbr  to  the  empire.  His  in- 
fancy favoured  the  ambitious  proje6ls  of  EK- 
zabcth,  who  depofed  liim  when  only  a  year 
old.  He  Mas  afterwards  removed  from  one 
place  of  confinement  to  another,  according  to 
the  didates  of  fc;»r  or  convenience,  till  at 
letigth  he  was  lodged  in  the  fortrefs  of  Schluf- 
felburs:,  in  a  fmall  vaulted  prifon  where  thii 
light  of  day  never  eutereil.  Two  officers  were 
placed  in  tlie  room  as  a  guard,  and  they  were 
for  fome  time  forbid  to  converfe  with  him, 
even  to  anfwer  the  flighteft  queftion.  He  waa 
kept  in  a  ftate  of  i'^norance  fo  deplorable,  as  to 
pi  ye  room  for  a  report  that  he  was  an  idiot ; 
yet  his  claim  to  the  throne  was  the  fource  of 
many  confpiracies.  It  was  faid,  that  the  late 
emperor  vifitcd  him  in  prifon,  and,  convinced 
of  the  injuftice  done  to  his  underftanding,  and 
the  validity  of  his  claim  to  the  throne,  pro- 
mifed  to  make  him  his  fucceflbr.  The  infe- 
curity  of  Catherine's  title  gave  fufficient  en- 
couragement to  plots,  and  formed  a  reafonable 
bafis  of  alarm  and  extraordinary  precaution; 
and  thefe  fentiments  received  a  new  impulfe 
from  the  detection  of  a  confpiracy  in  the  fum- 
mer  of  1 7^i4.  Though  there  was  no  appearance 
that  the  prince  had  countenanced  thefe  at- 
tempts, it  was  judged  neceflary  to  order  his 
guards,  in  cafe  an  infurrcction  fliould  be  ex- 
cited, which  threatened  danger,  to  put  him  in- 
ftantly  to  death.  One  Vailily  Mirovitcb,  fe- 
cond  lieutenant  in  a  regiment,  part  of  which 
was  in  garrifon  at  the  {ower  of  Schluflelburg, 

formed 
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CHAP,  formed  a  wild  projeft  of  refcuing  the  prince 
vwl^JL/  f^^"^  captivity,  and  placing  him  on  the 
»7H-  throne.  In  profecution  of  this  defign,  he 
corrupted  about  fifty  of  his  foldiers,  and  made 
an  aflault  on  the  prifon,  with  fome  appear- 
ance of  fuccefs.  The  confpirators  had  fe- 
cured  the  governor,  and  Avere  going  to  force 
the  door  of  Ivan's  dungeon,  when  it  was 
thrown  open,  and  Mirovitch  permitted  to  en- 
ter unmolcfted.  The  officers  placed  with  the 
prince  had  confulted  together  on  the  emer- 
gency, and  thinking  themfelves  unable  effec- 
,  tually  to  oppofe  the  infurgents,  embraced  the 
dreadful  alternative  with  which  they  were  in- 
trufted.  Their  unfortunate  viftim  was  afleep  ; 
but  being  waked  by  the  noife  of  firing,  and 
hearing  the  threats  of  his  two  affailants,  en- 
deavoured to  move  them  with  prayers  and  en- 
treaties. Finding  thefe  ineffeftual,  he  gather-r 
ed  ftrength  and  courage  from  defpair,  made 
a  vigorous  refiftance,  feized  one  of  their  fwords 
and  broke  it:  during  the  ftruggle,  the  other 
ftabbed  him  behind,  and  threw  him  down ;  he 
who  had  loft  his  fword,  now  plunged  his 
bayonet  into  the  prince's  body,  and  both  re- 
peated their  blows  till  he  expired.  Such  was 
,  the  fpedacle  which  fainted  the  eyes  of  Miro- 
vitch  when  he  entered  the  dungeon.  He  was 
ftruck  with  horror,  and  no  longer  thought 
of  felf-prefervation,  but  yielded  up  his  fword 
to  the  governor,  who  was  yet  his  prifoner,  ex- 
claiming that  he  had  now  nothing  to  do  but 
die.  The  confpirators  were  tried  before  the 
fenate  :  Mirovitch  was  fentenced  to  death,  and 
a6th  Sept.  executed;  the  inferior  agents  were  doomed  to 
diflFerent  degrees  of  punilhment  proportioned 
to  their  a6tivity  in  the  entcrprize.  The  fer- 
mentation of  the  public  mind  on  the  deatji 

of 
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of  Ivan,  fliewed  that  Catherine's  fears  of  a  CHAP, 
fuccefsful  infurre6tion   were  not   ill-founded,    ^J^]lj 
and  fonie  authors  have  endeavoured,  though      ^7H» 
without  the  Icaft  apparent  foundation,  to  prove 
that  the  whole  tranfacHon  was  afcheme  of  the 
emprefs,  and  that  fhe  facrificed  her  engines  to 
her  own  reputation. ' 

The  events  of  the  continent  furniihed  the  xoth  Jan. 
leading  topics  of  the  king's  fpeech  to  parlia-  Jje/tJngtff 
ment     He  inferred  from  them  that  the  nation  Pariia- 
had  re^fon  to  expe6l  the  duration  of  that  peace  "*^"'' 
which  had  been   fo   happily  eftablilhed,    and 
which  it  was  his  refolution  ftri6Uy  to  maintain. 
In  the  following  obfervations,   his  majefty  al- 
luded to  the  ftate  of  America,  and  the  project 
of  t;axing  that  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions: 
*'  The  experience  I  have  had  of  your  former 
"  condud,    makes  me  rely  on  your  wifdom 
"  and  firmnefs  in  promoting  that  obedience 
•*  to  the  laws,  and  refpeft  to   the  legiflative 
V  authority  of  this  kingdom,  which  is  eflTen- 
*•  tially  neceflary  for  the  fafcty  of  the  whole; 
"  and  in  cftablilhing  fuch  regulations  as  may 
**  beft  conneft  and  ftrengthen  every  part  of  my 
"  dominions  for  their  mutual  benefit  and  fup- 
"  port." 

The  miniftry  mad«  an  offer  to  the  Ameri-  Taxation 
cans,  that  any  other  mode  of  contributing  ^^^^""*"' 
thefum  intended  to  be  raifed  would  be  accept- 
ed, and'the  ftamp  duty  laid  aiide ;  but  the  colo- 
nial agents  rejefted  this  accommodating  pro- 
pofal,  replying,  that  they  were  ordered  to  op- 
pofe  the  bill,  if  brought  into  the  houfe,  by  pe- 
titions, queftioning  the  right  claimed  by  par- 
liament to  tax  the  colonies.   They  wer e ,  in  fa6l, 

P  See  Life  of  Cathci-inc  II,  vol.  i.  chap,  i  and  4,  and     Appendix 
No.  au     Coxe^»  Travels  in  Poland,  8cc.  vol.  iii. 

tiigcr 
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CHAP,  eager  to  enter  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  princt« 
VIII.  pie  in  difpnte,  and  not  to  permit  any  compro- 
»7^  mife.  The  niiniitcr  was  determined  not  to 
recede  from  the  claim  of  the  Britilh  legiflature 
to  impofe  and  afcertain  the  quantum  of  tax- 
ation ;  but  he  Mas  willing  to  Jeave  the  mode  of 
contribution  to  the  decifion  of  thofe  who  were 
to  contribute. ' 

9^Fcb*  ^  Fifty-five  refolutions  of  the  committee  of 
"ways  and  means  were  agiecd  to  by  the  houfe, 
and  afterwards  incorporated  into  an  a6l  of  par- 
liament for  laying  nearly  the  fame  {lamp  dutiea 
-on  the  colonies  in  America,  as  were  payable  in 
England.  This  ad  pafl'ed  the  houle  of  com-' 
xnons  almoft  without  debate,  two  or  three 
members  fpoke  againil  it,  but  without  force;  oc 
apparent  intereft,  except  a  vehement  harangue 
from  colonel  Barre,  who  in  reply  ^to  an  ob- 
fervation  of  Mr. '  Grenville,  in  which  he 
defcribed  the  Americans  as  children  of  our 
own,  planted  by  our  care,  nourifhed  by  our 
indulgence ;  faid,  "  Children  planted  by  your 
care?  No!  your  oppreflion  planted  them  ia 
America ;  they  fled  from  your  tyranny,  into  a 
then  uncultivated  land,  where  they  were  ex* 
pofed  to  almoft  all  hardfliips  to  which  human 
nature  is  liable,  and  yet,  a6luated  by  princi- 

Eles  of  true  Englilh  liberty,  they  met  all  theie 
ardlhips  ^vnth  plealurc,  compared  to  thofe 
they  fuflbred  in  their  owx  country,  from  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  Ihould  have  been  their 
friends.  They  nourifhed  by  your  indulgence  ? 
They  grew  by  your  negle6t  of  them :  as  foon 
as  you  began  to  care  about  them,  that  care 
was  exercil'ed  in  fending  perfons  to  rule  over 

<  Alinon^t  CoUeftion  of  Papers,  vol.  i.  p.  5.     Remembnncer^ 
VoU  iii.  p,  153.    8e«  alio  Buiibc'8  Wgj^>  Toh  I  p.  3^5,  545* 

them. 
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them,   'vho  vere,  perhaps,   the    deputl(*s  of  char. 
fome  deputy,  fent  to  fpy  out  their  liberty,  to  yj^}^ 
mifreprefent  their  attions,  and  to  prey  upoR     1765. 
them ;  men,  whofe  behaviour,  on  many  occa- 
iionti,  has  cauied  the  blood  of  thofe  fons   of 
liberty  to  recoil  within  them.     They  protefted 
by  your  arms  ?  They  have  nobly  taken  up  arms 
in  your  defence,  have  exerted  their  valour 
amidft  their  conliant  and  laborious  induftry, 
for  the  defence  of  a  country,  whofe  frontiers, 
while  drenched   in   blood,    its  interior  parts 
have  yielded  all  its  little  favings  to  your  en- 
largement; and  the  fame  fpirit  which  a6lu- 
ated  that  people  at  firft,   will  continue  with    ^ 
them  dill ;  but  prudence  forbids  me  to  explain 
myfelf  further." 

There  was  but  one  divifion  during  the 
progrefs  of  the  bill,  and  then  the  minority  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  forty. '  The  peti- 
tions prefented  ag;ain{l  it,  though  recommend- 
ed by  aa  order  of  council,  were  not  attended 
to,*  and  thehoufe  refufed  to  receive  four  peti-  t^^r^ 
tions  from  the  agents  of  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Ifland,  Virginia,  and  Carolina,  befides  one 
from  the  traders  of  Jamaica.  *  In  the  houfe  of 
lords  the  afl;  pafled  without  debate,  divifion, 
or  proteft";  and  having  thus  re<:eived  the 
fan6lion  of  both  houfes,  was  ratified  by  the  sidMn-. 
royal  affent. 

Eably  in  the  feflion,  an  attempt  was  made  19111  ja«^ 

'  Burke's  Workst   voL  i.  p.  559.     It  it  to  becbfervedy  coloi«l 
Barrett  foccch  alxjvc  quotcil  it  not  pi-cfcrved  In  Debrett't  Parlia- 
mentary Colie£^ton  $  and  Burke  avers»  that  he  fat  in  the  gallery  dur- 
ing the  progt^ft  of  the  bill,  and  wvtr  b^arJ  a  tfnort  languid  dthatt^ 
*  See  Burke^s  Wotks,  ubi  Tup. 

.      »  Burke't  Workt,  vol.  i.  p.  3^5, 

«  Idem*  p.  547. 

*  Ue»»  p.  559. 

to 
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tUAp.  to  obtain  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  common* 
^l^    on  the  illegality  of  general  warrante  ;  but  after 
Debates  on  a  loHg  and  Violent  debate,  the  queftion  was 
wTmllJti.    ^^^  ^y  ^  "majority  of  forty  only.  *      Another 
4th  Mar.    motion  of  a  popular  nature,  for  reftraining  the 
Op  in-       pratlice  of  tiling  informations  ex  officio  by 
sx^ioH*  the  attorney  general,  was  alfo  negatived. 
Thrifleof      It  was  found  expedient  for  tnc  prevention 
**«»  an-     of  frauds  committed  by  fmugglers,  to  annex 
i;^;^'^'  the  Me  of  Man  to  the  realii.      This  finaH 
territory  formed  a  domain  of  a  Angular   te- 
nure:'   it  was  part  of  the  crown,    but  not 
of  the  realm  of  England ;  it  was  under  the 
allegiance  of  the  king,  but  governed  by  its 
own  laws  and  cuftoms.      In  thefe  refpe6ts  it 
refemblcd  Jerfey  and  Guernfey;  but  in  thofe 
iflands  the  king  appointed  governors,  and  re- 
tained the  jurifdi6tion  of  the  admirality;  tl>e 
fuperintendcnce  of  civil  juftice  vefted  in  the 
king  in  council,  and  he  could  profecute   a 
fuit  in  his  own  name  in  any  of  the  courts 
of  England ;    in    a  word,    the   prerogatives, 
royalties,  and  jurifdiAion  of  thofe  iflands  reft- 
ed  in  the  crown,  and  the  writs  from  the  fu- 
perior  courts  at  Weflminfter  were  allowed  to 
operate  in  them.     But  in  the  Ifle  of  Man  the 
king  had  no  courts,  no  otBcers ;  and  no  fuits 
arifing  there,  whether  at  the  inftance  of  the 
party  or  of  the  crown,  were  determinable  in 
England.     It  was  even  doubted  if  the  great 
prerogative  or  mandatory  writs,  which  iflue 
to  all  places  under  fubjedion  to  the  crown  o£ 

«  a»4  to  i84^Debrett'$  Collcftion  of  Debates,  ro\.  ir,  p,  449. 
This  debate  c<iu led  a  conliderable  fenlation  out  of  the  houfe,  and;  a 
hand  hill  was  circulated,  in  which  an  eminent  lawyer  was  aflerted  t9 
have  faid,  **  I  think  it  better  to  fali  with  the  laws  than  to  rife  on  th* 
ruins  of  them.'*     Gentleman's  Magazine,  1 765,  p.  91^. 

f  4th  Inftit.  2 S3, 

£ngIa^d^ 
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jEiigiand,    trould  run  there.'     Thisiiiigulaf  CHAP* 
inheritatice  had  been  for  nearly  four  centuries    ^]^ 
vefted,  by  parliamentary  chatter,  in  the  family     '"'^i- 
of  the  duke  of  AthoL 

In  purfuance  of  an  order  of  th^  lower  houfe,  aift  Jar. 
Vhe  chancellor  t>f  the  exchequer  introduced  a 
bill  fot"  more  effectually  preventiu!?  the  mif* 
chiefs  arifiiig  to  the  revenue,  from  the  illicit 
ti-ade  to  and  from  the  Ifle  of  Man,  by  which 
the  ifland  was  intended  to  be  put  intirely 
iiuder  the  poM-ers  of  the  revenue  laws  of  Eng- 
land. 

Before  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  the  ,3ihFcb* 
noble  proprietor  atid  his  duchefs  preferrted  a 
very  moderate  and  energetic  petition :  aftet 
ftating  their  reluctance  to  difunite,  from  the 
honours  of  their  family,  this  ancient  and 
princely  patrimony,  the  reward  of  the  fer-^ 
vices  and  monument  of  the  virtues  of  their 
anceftors,  they  threw-  themfelves  with  duti- 
ful fubmiflion  upon  the  pleafure  of  their  fove- 
reign,  and  the  difpolal  of  parliament,  and 
only  requefted  fuch  a  compenfation,  as  the 
importance  of  the  facrifice  to  themfelves,  and 
of  the  acquifition  to  the  nation^  ihould  feem  to 
demand.  They  were  heard  by  council  on  this 
petition,  and  in  confequence  of  a  communi* 
cation  with  governnient,  it  was  thought  ad* 
vifeable  that  the  ifland  fhduld  be  revefted  in 
the  crown.  The  fum  of  feventy  thoufand  6thJ4ar. 
pounds  was  given  as  a  full  ^compenfation ; 
and  a  bill  for  the  purpolfe  of  revefting  the 
ifland  was  paiTed,  whereby  the  whole  ifle,  with 
all  its  jurifdictions  and  interells^  and  all  its  de* 
pendencies,  were  vefted  in ^he  crown,  referving 

*  There  is  no  inftance  of  a  pretogatlre  writ  having  been  Tent 
tad  returned  from  thence :  there  in-  no  oiEfer  to  whom  it  could 
be  dire^ed^ 

VOL.  r-  ^  only 
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CHAP,  onlyte  tl^e  proprietors  their  landed  propertjf 
J^}^^  2^ud  rights  in  and  over  the  foil,  as  lords  of  the 
I76^     reanor,    together  with  the  patrotiage  of  the 
bifliopric,  and  other  ecclefiaftical  benefices  ia 
the  ifland.  *    This  acl  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  one  for  protecting  the  revenue. 
Regency         DuR|NG  the  fcffion,  the  king  wa*  attacked 
*^*  by  an  alarming  illnefs :  on  his  recovery,  in  a 

«♦* April,  fpeech  from  the  throne,  he  propofed  to  the 
confideration  of  parliament  the  expediency 
of  vefting  in  him  the  power  of  appointing,, 
from  time  to  time,  by  inftruments  under  hi^ 
fign  manual,  either  the  queen,  or  any  other 
perfon  of  the  royal  family  ufually  refidingp 
in  Great  Britain,  to  be  guardian  of  his  fuc- 
ceflbr,  and  regent  of  the  kingdom,  under  pro- 
per  reftridions,  till  the  fuccelibr  fliould  attain 
the  age  of  eighteen. 

To  this  fpeech  a  loyal  addrefswas  retupne«1, 
and  a  bill  pafl'ed  the  houfe  of  lords  framed 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  king's  pro- 
6th  May.  pofxtion.  In  the  houfe  of  commons,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  for  an  addrefs  requiring  tl^e 
king  fpecifically  to  name  thf  perfon  or  per- 
fons  to  whom,  in  cafe  of  his  deceafe,  be 
would  leave  the  care  of  his  fuccefibr,  and  tlie 
regency  of  the  kingdom ;  alleging,  that  it 
was  not  warranted  by  precetlent,  or  agree- 
able to  the  principles  ot  the  conftiliition,  to 
veil  thofe  important  offices  in  any  perfon 
not  particularly  named  and  approved  of  in 
parliament.  TIks  motion  being  negatived,  a 
queftion  was  railed  on  the  conltru^tion  of  the 
•^  words,  "  or  any  other  of  the  royal  family.'* 

*  Sec  61ackftonc*s  Commentaries,  vol.  i.  p.  105.— I  have  becii 
aflifted  in  this  account  by  fome  accurate  private  information,  ^d 
am  indebted  to  the  f:.r;ie  perfon  for  the  appendix,  which  contains  ^ 
more  clear  and  ample  detail  of  the  ancient  ftate  of  ike  Ide  of  Man. 

The 


^e  SLXitwev  given  and  ninftioned'ty'tliff  mfni-*  chap.^ 
ftry   M^as,   that  it  meant  the  defcendants   of   ^^^Jl^. 
George   II.      Such  an   interpretation   having     ij^s* 
an  obvious  tendency  to  exchule  the  princew 
dowager  of   Wales,    could    not  be  fuppofed 
agreeable  to  the  king;  and  on  the  next  read- '9*- 
ing  of  the  bill,    the    name  of  the   princefs, 
was  expreisly  inferted  as  an  amendment.     The 
debate  on  this  occation  was  fo  violent  and 
acrimonious,  that  the  friends  of  the  princefs 
did  not  think  proper  to  produce  another  mo- 
tion for  enabling  ner  to  be  one  of  the  ciouncil 
of  regency.     The  bill  thus  amended  was  re- 
turned to  the  lords,  and  palled,  though  not 
without  oppofition.*" 

On  the  day  when  the  king  in  perfon  gave  »5th. 
his  affent  to  the  regency  bill,  a  mob  of  jour-  ^on"offiik- 
neymen  filk-weavers  went  to  St.  James's,  Avith  weavers, 
black  flags,  for  the  purpofe  of  petitioning 
for  relief,  under  pretence  that  they  were  re- 
duced to  a  liate  of  famine  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  French  filks.  They  behaved  in  a 
mod  tumultuous  manner,  furrounding  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  ancl  infulting  many  of 
the  members.  They  again  aflembled  on  the 
two  following  days,  and  proceeded  to  commit 
other  outrages;  but  were  at  length  reprefled 
by  the  pofle  comitatiis  and  the  military,  who 
were  called  in  to  aid  the  civil  power.  A  pro- 
clamation was  iflued  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
riots,  and  fome  of  the  parties  were  brought  to 
condign  punifhment. 

The  miniftiy  had  never  been  popular;  and  Negoifa. 
they  had  now  perceptibly  loft  the  king's  con-  ^®^^*  ^°^ 
fideiice :    their  conduct  on  the  regency  a6l,  m^^y, 
betrayed  an  inclination,  if  not  to  oppofe,  at 

k  Parliament  was  prorogued  the  isth  of  May.    The  debates  are 
Bst  deuiled  in  a  TatUtadory  mapner  in  any  publication. 

o  2  leaft 
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CHAP.  Icaft  nftt*  to  favour  the  inclinations  of  the  fo-- 
^^   vereign.     It  is  even  averred,  that  fevejaF  poftS' 
of  honour  and  emolument  were  bellowed  in* 
pppofition  to  their  advice,  and  without  their 
knowledge^  which  produced  ofFenfive  rcnion- 
ftrances^  in  confequence  of  which  the  king, 
by  the  recommendation  of  lord  Bute,  deter- 
mined to  difmifs  t\\t  minifters.  *^     This  account 
forms  part  of  the  fable  of  lord  Bute's  fecret 
influence,  which  was   fa  long  implicitly  be- 
lieved, and  which  ftill  affor^ds' an  eafy  folutiou 
of  every  political  problem;,  for  wfxich  no  fa- 
tisfadory  explanation  can  be  found  iii  tlie  or- 
dinary dctark  of  diurnal  occurrences. 

Although  it  may  not  be  true  that  lord 
Bute  interfered  in  the  tranfadions  of  the  cabi- 
net, yet  the  jealous,  apprehenlion  on  thatfub- 
je6i;  probably  occafioned  the  miniftpy  to  do 
many  things  ofFenfive  to  the  king..  I^ixl  Tem- 
ple, both  in  the  liaufe  of  lords^and  in  private, 
had  repeatedly  condemned  lord  Bute's  fecret 
influence;  he  was  about  this  time  reconciled 
to  his  brother  Mr.  Grenville,  and  though  they 
profefTed  the  reconciliation  to  be  merely  a 
family  tianfiiftion,  it  could  not  fail  of  pro- 
ducing a  confiderabJe  effeft  on  the  political 
conduit  of  Mf.  Grenville,  ^ 
vs^  M^y.  Such  was  the  ftute  of  the  miniflry  aa^l  their 
adherent  when  the  duke  of  Cumberland  en- 
tered into  a  negotiation  with  lord  Temple  and 
Mr.  Pitt,  refpe<5ting  a  change,  and  firfl  ap- 
plied to  lord  Temple  for  his  conditions.  Tlie 
duke  did  not  object  to  them;  but  required 
that  the  earl  of  Northumberland  fJiould  be  at 
the  head  of  the  trealury :  this  propofal  was  not 


«  Life  of  lord  Chatham,  vol.  i.p.466. 
^  Life  of  lord  Chatham* 


agreeable 
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agrccafblc  to  lord  Temple,  and  the  conference  chap. 
Lroke  off.  The  duke,  however,  did  not  yet  '  ^^Jj 
relinquifli  the  hopes  of  facccfs  :  he  waited*  on  ;»r«j. 
Mr.  Pitt  at  Hayes,  where  he  was  met  by  lord  '^^ 
Temple,  and  the  fubjeft  renewed.  Mr.  Pitt 
declared. he  had  no  objcftion  to  go  to  St. 
James's,  "  if  he  could  carry  the  confritution  with 
him,"  but  declined  all  connection  ^v^th  the  earl 
of  Northumberland.  T!ie  next  day,  lord 
Frederick  Cavendifh  M'as  fent  from  the  duke 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  with  a  modification  of  tl>e  propofal 
rcfpc^trng  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  and 
Mr.  Pitt  retmned  tlic  fame  anf\vxrr  whiclj 
he  had  given  to  the  duke  of  Cumberland. 
The  iituation  of  firft  lord  of  the  trcafury  was 
then  offered  to  lord  Lyttleton,  who  defired  to 
confult  lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt;  and  the 
duke  convinced  that  no  advantage  could  be 
dcri\'ed  from  a  new  negotiation,  reported  thefe 
tranfafi-ions  to  the  king,  adviiing  nim  to  con^ 
tinue  hi«  prefent  fcrvants.  * 

In  confequcnce  of  this  ootrnfel,  the  king  »3<^May. 
required  the  miniftry  to  ftate  the  conditions  ^f*^Jjfg^^^ 
on  which  ^hcy  would  remain  in   olhce.     A  miniiiry. 
meeting  was  held  in  Downing  ftrcet,  at%vhich 
*he  firit  lord  of  the  treafury,  the  lord  chan- 
cellor,  the  duke    of  Bedford,  and  the  earls 
of  Halifax  and  Sandwich,  were  prefent.     At 
the  conclufion  of  this  conference  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  was  direfted  to  wait  on  the  king,  amj 
ftate  five    propofitions    as  the   terms   of  re- 
taining their  fituations;    i..  Tliat   lord   Bute 
fhou\d  not  interfere  direftly  or  indii^ftly  in  the 
affaitMs  of  government ;  2.  Mr.  Stuart  M'Ken- 
zicy  lord  Bute's  brother,  ihould  be  difmiffed 

«  Hiftoi7  of  the  late  Minority,  chap,  xxi.  The  public  prints 
at  the  time  nmiced  the  duke  of  Cumberiand*^  viiit  to  Mr.  Pitt' at 
.]|^y£S«     Sec  Gc&tleman^t  Magazine,  i7^5>p.  24.5.  .  ' 

P  .^  from 
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CHAP*  be  derived  from  perfonal  eftimation.  Thede^ 
^^  -ceafe  of  the  duke  was  generally  deplored  as 
i765«  well  by  the  nation  as  the  royal  family ;  and  the 
»9th  ]^cc.  king  luftained  an  additional  lofs  by  the  death 
pl^inceFre-  of  his  brother,  prince  Frederick, 'who  expired 
dvrick.       in  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  age.  * 
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CHAPTER   THE   NINTH: 

17G5 — 17GG- 

fljcamination  of  the  motives  for  oppojing  ths 
jiamp  act. — Formation  of  parties  in  America. 

—  Exertions  of  the  Prejbyterians.  —  Dif 
contents  on  the  arrival  of  the  Jiamp  aQ.  — 
Proceedings  in  Virginia  —  and  in  NewEng- 
land,  —  Preparations  for  holding  a  con* 
grefs.  —  Combinations  againji  the  ufe  of 
Jiamps.  —  Riots  at  Bojion.  — Meeting,  pro^ 
ccedingSy  and  dijjhlution  of  congrefs.  —  The 
delircerif  qfjiamps  prevented.  —  Proceedings 
of  the  minijlry.  —  Meeting  and  recefs  of 
parliament.  —  (Jonfultation  of  the  miniflry. 

—  Proceedings  in  parliament.  —  Debate  on^ 
the  addrefs.  —  Meafures  for  repealing  the 

^flamp  ad.  —  Evidence  before  the  houfe.  — 
Debates  on  the  declaratory  and  repealing 
ifcts,  —  A&  of  indemnity.  —  Cyder  tax  re- 
pealed.  —  General  warrants  declared  illegnl. 
■ — Other  acts  of  the  minijiry. — Their  fee-- 
blenefs.  —  Duke  of  Grafton  refigns.  —  /«- 
trigue  of  lord  chancellor  Northijigton. — 
'  Overtures  made  to  Mr.  Pitt.  —  His  quarrel 
with  lord  Temple.  —  Mr.  Pitfs  minijiry.  — 
Jle  is  made  a  peer. — Rockingham  ddmini- 
Jiration  difmij/ed.  —  Compliments  paid  to  the 
mai^quis  of  Rockingham  —  Efforts  to  render 
lord  Chatham  unpopular. 

T-»HE  ftamp  aft,  if  confidered  by  itfelf,  and  not  chap, 
-*    incumbered  AvitH  the  queftion  relative  to   ^^. 
the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  her  colonies,  Eiwmina. 
was  a  wife  and  equitable  meafure,    and  pro-  Hves^for^ 
inifed  a  productive  revenue.     It  enjoyed  the  oppofing 
a$lv;uilage  of  bping  liniple,  cafy  of  culleftion,  ^^^^"^ 
'         '  founded 
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CHAP,  founded  on  the  extended  trade  and  commcr- 
,^J[^^  cial  tranfanftions  of  individuals,  juftly  diftri- 
buted,  and  effe&ually  carrying  its  own  powers 
into  execution,  without  the  teafinp^  infpeftion 
of  officers.  Th^  only  plaufible  obje6Hon  (ex- 
clufive  of  the  general  principle)  arofe  from  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  ftanips  in  tlie  interior  of 
the  country :  it  was  alleged  that  the  expence, 
if  tl>ey  were  fent  by  pofi,  would  in  many  cafes 
confiderably  exceed  the  value  of  the  iiamps 
themfelves;  and  as  many  inhalntants  could 
Only  obtain  them  by  travelling,  they  would 
probably  be  compelled  to  expend  three  or  four 
pounds  that  government  might  -  gain  fix- 
pence,*  Thift  obje<^>ion  is  ftrained  to  the  ex- 
treme verge  of  poflibility,  in  order  to  gain 
fomething  like  a  plauliblc  reafon  for  oppof- 
ing  the  duty  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  If 
the  perfons  refiding  in  remote  parts  of  the 
country  were  numerous,  their  tranfaAions 
would  afford  employ  to  adiftiibutor  of  ftamps, 
*within  a  diftrict  of  moderate  extent;  if  the 
fniallnefs  of  their  numbers  rendered  that  ap^ 
pointment  unneceffary,  their  occafions  for 
ftamps  muft  have  been  few,  and  the  return  of 
the  demand  periodical  and  certain,  fo  that  a 
j^rovifion  might  without-  inconvenience  be 
,  made  in  advance,  like  any  article  of  manu- 
fa6ture*  or  confumption.  '  Unexpe6icd-  events 
which  create  a  fudden  call  for  ftamped  papers, 
can  only  arife  in  a  mixed  focicty,  where  rapid 
changes  in  circumftances  give  birth  to  multi* 
plied  tranfaftions,  and  the  fudden  and  occa- 
lional  transfer  of  property,  requires  eonftant 
means  of  legal  fecurity.  ^ 

«  See  Franklin's  examination  before  the  botife  of  conamons,  De* 
brcttV  Debates,'  vol.  iv.  p.  314. 

t  It  ftiouUi  be  rrcol levied,  that  at  this  period  the- (lamp  dutiea 
wbicb  afFt'i^  the  iryjft  fr/cjuent  tranfa^lioflifi  of  fociety,  fuch  as  agre«<« 
ipents  |iud  i^pceipts,  wcie  not  impofed. 

^*     '     */<  But 
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>    But  admitting  the  impolTibility  of  fupplying  p h  a  p« 
the  back  fettiements,  or  of  adjufting  th«  de-:    ,^^^ 
inands    of  ftatc  to  the  peculiarities  of  their    ' 
(Ituation ;  the  meafures  adopted  to  relift  the  in- 
trodudion  of  the  ftarap  duty,   demonftrated 
tliat  not  the  confideratiou  of  its  pradicability, 
or  of  the  duty  itfclf,  but  of  tlie  principle  of  hn- 
pofino-  it,  formed  the  fole  ground  of  objection, 
and  tliat  thofe  who  had  proceeded  to  the  verge 
of   rebellion   in   tlieir    fyftem  of  oppofition^ 
fought  for  this  Ihallow  fubterfuge  as  a  plaufible 
vindication  of  their  factious  condudt. 

The  miniftry  ^ded  imprudently  in  giving  a  Foiwatip*^ 
year  s  notice  of  tlieir  intention  to  impofe  the  of  panict 
ftamp  duty :  they  allowed  time  for  the  accu-  J.^.  "**^*' 
mulation  of  difcon tents  in  America^  and  for 
the  arrangements  of  fadlious  men  to  oppofe  the 
law.  *^    'The  firft  effort  towards  an  union  of  in-  ^j^^rtwrn 
terefts  was  made  by   the  Preftyterians,  who  ofthcPreti 
were  eager  in   cairying  into  execution  their  ^y'«**a«- 
favourite  proje6t  of  forming  a  fynod.     Theiir 
churches  had  hitherto  remained  unconneded 
with  each  other,  and  their  union  in  fynod  had 
been  confidered  fo  dangerous  to  the  communi- 
ty, that  in  1 7Q5  it  was  prevented  by  the  ex- 
prefs  interference  of  the  lords  juftices.      Avail* 
ing  themfelves,  with  great  addrefs,  of  the  rif* 
ing  difcontents,  the  convention  of  minifters 
and  elders  at  Philadelphia,'  inclofed  in  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  all  the  Prelbyterian  congrega* 
tions  in  Penfylyania^  the  propofed  articles  of 
union. 

In  this  letter  the  writers  complained  that, 
notwithftanding  their  numbers,  "  they  were 
confidered  as  nobody,"'  and  their  effential  and 
pharter  privileges   were  expofed  to  the  en- 

«  Burke's  Works,  rol.  i.  p.  366* 

croachments 
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CHAt^.  croachments  of  evil-minded  perfon«.  Other 
wZ^  religious  focieties  infultcd  them  for  their  want 
>765.  of  union,  and  charged  the  ill-conduft  of  in- 
dividuals on  the  whole  body.  They,  therefore, 
folicited  the  adoption  of  fome  fyftem  which 
would  enable  them  to  aci  as  a  body,  for  the 
purpofe  of  defending  and  augmenting  their 
civil  and  religious  privileges.  They  digeftcci 
a  plan  by  which  a  few  gentlemen  of  Philadel- 
phia, with  the  Prefbyterian  minilieis,  ihould 
be  chofen  to  correfpond  with  their  iViends  in 
different  parts,  to  give  and  receive  advices,  and 
to  confult  on  meafurcs  tending  to  promote 
their  welfare  either  as  a  body,  or  as  conncflecl 
in  particular  congregations.  A  number  of 
what  were  termed  the  moft  prudent  and  public 
fpirited  perfon^  in  each  diftricl  of  the  province, 
and  three  lower  counties,  M'ere  to  be  elefted  for 
the  purpofes  of  correfponding  jointly  with  the 
minifters  in  thofe  diftri^ts  with  orre  another, 
and  Avith  the  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia.  A 
perfon  was  to  be  nominated  in  each  committee 
to  fign  and  receive  letters  in  the  name  of  the 
whale,  to  convoke  the  committee,  and  for  their 
deliberation  impart  the  advice  tho^-  iliould  ob- 
tain. Deputies  were  to  be  fent  by  the  com- 
mittee in  each  county  or  diftrifl,  yearly  or  half 
yearly,  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  whole  body, 
to  confult  and  give  advice;  and  each  commit- 
tee to  tranfmit  to  that  in  Philadelphia  their 
iaames  and  numbers,  with  perio<lical  accounts 
of  alterations, 

I V  cofifequence  of  this  letter,  an  union  of  all 
the  Prcibyterian  congregations  took  place  iii 
Pcafylvania,  and  the  lower  counties.  A  fimi- 
}ar  confederacy  was  eftabliflicd  in  all  the 
foutheiTi  provinces,  in  purfuance  of  fimilar  let- 
ters, written  by  their  refpeftivc  conventions, 
•       -  •     Thefq 
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Thefe  tneafures  ended  in  the  eftabliffiment  of  chaf. 
an  annual  fynod  at  Philadelphia,  M'here  all  the      i^- 
Prefbyterian   congregations    in    the    colonies     iy4$* 
were  reprelented  l>y  their  refpe6live  miniflers 
and  elders,  and  where  all  general  aiFairs,  poli- 
tical as  well  as  religious,  were  debated  and  de- 
cided.    From  this  fynod  orders  and  decree* 
were  iffued  throughout  America,  and  to  th^ni 
a  ready  and  implicit  obedience  was  paid. 

The  difcon tented  in  New  England  recom- 
mended an  union  of  the  congregational  and 
Prefbyterian  intereft  througlwut  the  colonies. 
A  negotiation  took  place,  which  ended  in  the 
appointment  of  a  permanent  committee  of  cor- 
refpondence,  and  powers  to  communicate  and 
confult,  on  all  occafions,  with  afimilar committee 
eftabli/hed  by  the  congregational  churches  iu 
New  England.  Thus  the  Preibyterians  in  tho 
fouthera  colonics,  wlio,  while  unconnected  iu 
their  feveral  congregations,  were  of  little  im- 
portance, were  raifed  into  weight  and  confe- 
quence ;  and  formed  a  dangerous  combination 
of  men,'whofc  principles  of  religion  and  po- 
licy were  equally  adverfe  to  that  of  the  ella- 
bliihed  church  and  government. 

Bv  this  union  a  party  was  prepared  to  difplay 
their  power  by  refiftance,  and  the  Itamp  law 
prefented  itfelf  as  a  favoucablc  objeft  of  hofti- 
lity.  Yet  fenlible  of  their  own  iucorapentency 
to  aft  efte6tually  without  affiftance,  and  appre- 
lienlive  of  counteraclion  from  the  members  of 
the  church  of  England,  and  thofe  diflenters 
who  were  averfe  to  violence, 'they  drove  with 
the  utmoft  afliduity  to  make  friends  and  con- 
verts among  the  dilaffe6led  of  every  denomina- 
tion.* 

*  Hiflorkal  and  Political  Reflections  on  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
tKe  American  kdbellion,  by  Jofeph  Galloway. 

The 


CHAP.       The  prevailing  difcoiitent  which  extendcdf 
yj^;^^  to  the  moft  refpe6lable  ranks  of  fociety,  was 
.i^^s-     favourable  to  their  hopes,  and  when  the  new» 
umJ'onthc  2ii'*'ived  that  the  ftamp  a6t  had  paffed  in  Great 
arrival  of    Britain,  the  meafures  adopted  were  confornn- 
the^ftamp    ^ble  to  their  moft  fanguine  wiflies.     This  acfc 
was  received  with  great  abhorrence;    it  wa« 
printed  Avith  a  death's  head  affixed  inftead  of 
the  king's  arms,  and  hawked  in  the  ftreets  af» 
New  York,  by  the  title  of  "  Enghind's  Folly, 
and  the  ruin  of  America."     The  guns  at  Phila- 
delphia,  both  in  the  town  and  in  the  barracks, 
were  fpiked  by  offenders  who  remained  unde- 
tccled.     At  Bofton,the  colours  of  the  fliipping* 
were  hoifted  half-maft,  the  church  bells  %verc 
muffled,  and  tolled  a  funeral  knell,  and  aa 
alarming  ferment  generally  prevailed;^  * 

It  muft  afford  matter  of  furprize  that  thelb 
tranfaftions  were  viewed  with  indifterence,  and 
in  a  certain  degree  fandioned,  by  men  in  the 
fuperior  claffes  of  life  f  but  the  fituation  *of 
the  colonies,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  of  late  confidered  in  Eng'^land,  ac- 
count for  the  prevailing  fpirit  of  prefumption* 
During  the  late  war,  and  fmce  the  peace,  the  im- 
portance of  America  had  been  magnified  by 
all  the  arts  of  eloquence,  as  if  the  exiftence  of 
Great  Britain,  as  a*  commercial  nation,  de- 
pended on  that  trade.  The  colonifts  naturally 
eftimated  themfelves  at  no  lefs  than  they  were 
appreciated  by  the  Britiih  parliament.  They 
loudly  claimed  ;i  total  exemption  from  taxation, 
which  they  refolved  to  obtain  by  force,  if  ne- 
ceffary,  and  were  induced  by  various  circum- 
ftances  to  expeA  fuccefs.  They  hoped  to  in- 
creafe  the  difcontents  in  England,  by  forbear- 

•  Ahnon's  Collection  of  Papers,  vol,  i.  p.  7.     Andrews's  Hiftory 
•        of  the  American  Wai-,  vol.  i.  p.  41. 

ing 


QtoaitrEvnf:^*'?  tot 

it)g  to  import  goods,  and  by  encouraging  tKeir  CHAR 
own  manufactures.  The  caufe  afligned  for  ^^^ 
taxing  the  colonies,  a  deficiency  of  refources,  «7^$* 
led  the  Americans  to  expert  that  it  would  be 
impoffible  for  the  mother  country  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  ftancling  military  force:  they 
calculated  on  a  great  acceiiion  of  population 
from  the  emigration  of  unemployed  manufac-^ 
tuFcrs ;  on  their  own  rapid  growth,  and  on  the 
neceifary  diminution  or  a  Britifh  army  by  de-» 
fertioQs ;  confidering  alfo  that  the  army  would 
be  employed,  not  in  conqueft,  but  in  main-r 
taining  the  law  againil  a  general  and  wide 
fpreading  difaffeftion,  they  enteitained  hopesr 
that  it  would  in  time  relinquish  its  fidelity,  and 
procure  the  independency  of  America,  ^ 

A  COGENT  motive  for  the  attachment  and 
dutiful  fubmiffion  of  the  colonies  was  removed; 
by  the  cefllon  of  Canada  and  the  Floridas. 
The  Americans,  no  longer  alarmed  by  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  French  and  Spaniards,  found 
their  own  force  adequate  to  their  own  defence, 
and  felt  no  weaknels  or  terror  to  diminifli  that 
fenfe  of  tlieir  importance  which  numbers, 
profperity,  and  the  opinions  held  in  England, 
contributed  to  infpire.  The  virulence  of  fac- 
tion in  Great  Britain  produced  a  correfpondent 
effect  in  America,  M'here  a  bold  difrefpeftful 
mode  of  eloquence,  not  deficient  in  vigour, 
though  totally  exempt  from  politenefs,  was 
generally  adopted.  *  , 

To  the  aftonifhment  of  thofe  who  confidered  Proceeds 
only  the  ancient  habits  of  loyalty  which  had  *^-^*!j 

.  ^  Thefe  fentiments  arc  forcibly  ex|>refietl  in  a  letter  from  a  wcU 
informed  gentleman  at  New  York  K>  a  nobleman  in  London ^  dated 
Ith  November,  1765.  The  whole  letter  is  highly  important  and  in- 
terefting  from  the  ability  and  candour  with  which  it  is  written. > » It 
it  referred  to  in  fubfequent  parts. of  the  chapter. 
1  •  Stedman^s  Hiftory  of  the  American  War,  vol.  i.p.  31. 
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CHAP,  hitherto  prevailed  in  Virginia,  that  colonl^'  fef: 
^^J^  the  firft  example  of  authorized  oppofition  to 
»7^s*  governtaent.  This  is  partly  attributed  to  ac- 
cident; but  the  manner  in  Avhich  their  debates 
were  condufted,  and  the  refolutions  finally 
fanftioned,  indicated .  a  moft  alarming  and 
dangerous  difpofition.  The  leading  tnen  in 
the  affembly,  which  tlien  happened  to  be  fit- 
ting, were  anxious  to  ihew  their  conftituents, 
that  they  would  not  difavow,  in  their  leffiflative 
capacity,  thofe  fentiments  which  as  individuals 
they  had  inculcated.  Tho\igh  the  operation 
of  the  ftamp  aft  did  not  commence  till  Np-« 
vember,  the  fubjeft  was  eagerly  introduced, 
and  occafioned  a  violent  debate,  or  rather  a 
feries  of  virulent  harangues.  One  of  thd 
members,  Patrick  Henry,  after  declaiming 
with  bittemefs  againft  the  fuppofed  arbitrary 
meafures  of  the  prefent  reign,  faid,  "  Cacfar 
"  had  his  Brutus,  Charles  I  his  Oliver  Crom- 

"  well,  and  George  the  Third ."  A  cry 

of  "treafon!"  was  uttered,  the  fpeaker  call-' 
ed  ]\Ir.  Henry  to  order,  and  declared  hef 
would  quit  the  chair,  unlefs  he  was  Jupportet? 
by  the  houfe  in  reftraining  fuch  intemperate 
fpeeches.** 
«9th  May.  Wh E X  tranquillity  was  in  {omt  degree  refior- 
cd,  the  houfc  proceeded  to  frame  a  fct  of  refolu-^ 
tions,  importing,  That  the  firft  fettlers  in  Vir- 
ginia had  brought  with  them,  and  tranfmitted 
to  their  pofterity,  all  the  privileges  and  ira-» 
munities  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  England. 
By  the  two  charters  of  James  I,  the  colon  ills 
were  intitlcd  to  all  thofe  privileges  and  im- 
munities. They  had  enjoyed  the  right  of  be- 
ing ^Aw^  governed  by  their  own  affembly^  iii 

*  Stcdrtijm's  Hiftoryof  the  American  War,  toI.  i.  p.  32^ 
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the  article  of  taxes  and  internal  police,  which  ch  af» 
right  had  never  been  forfeited  or  relinquifhed,   \J^^ 
but  conftantly  recognized  by  the  king  and     *7^5»' 
parliament  of  Great  Britain.  *     Therefore  the 
general  affeinbly  of  Virginia,  together  with  his 
majefty  or  his  fubftitutcs,  had  in  their  repre- 
fentative  capacity  the  only  exclnfive  right  and 
power  to  tax  the  inhabitants  of  Virginia  ;  and 
every  attempt  to  veft  fuch  a  power,  in  any  per- 
fon  or  perjTons  whomfoever,  except  the  general 
aflembly,   was  illegal,    unconftitutional,  and 
unjufi,  and  had  a  manifefl  tendency  todeftroy 
Britiib,  as  well  as  American  independence.  ^ 

The  governor  of  Virginia,  informed  of  thefe  Thdraf- 
proceediftgs,  diffolved  the  affembly;  bat  this  ^JJ^**^* 
meafure  was  adopted  too  late:  their  refolves 
fan6tioned  oppolltion  in  their  own  pjovince, 
and  formed  a  precedent  which  was  followed 
by  other  legiflative  bodies. 

The  refolutions,  though  preceded  by  fuch  Condna 
a  vehement  debate,  were  too  moderate  to  fa-  ^  Nw 
tisfv  the  inhabitants  of  New  England,  who    "*     " 
had  in  the  preceding  year  manifeited  a  difpo-* 
fition  to  refill  the  authority  of  Great  Britain 

*  Thi8  third  refolution  wants  connection  and  explanation.  The 
light  of  being  tbiu  governed  is  claimed  without  any  previous  de-. 
cUration  of  the  mode  of  gorernment.  This  is  fupplied  by  a  refo<» 
Itttion  which*  though  rejeAed  by  the  afieoably,  was  publiihed,  and 
snuil  have  formed  the  third  in  the  feries  originally  moved.  It  is  in 
thefe  worth,  **  Refolved,  That  his  majefty*s.  liege  people,  the  in- 
^  habitants  of  this  colony,  ire  not  bound  to  yield  obedience  to  any 
<*  law  or  ordinance  whatfoever,  deiisned  to  impofe  any  taaoitioii 
**  whatfoever  upon  them,  other  than  Uie  laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
**  general  aflembly  aforcfaid**^  Another  refohition  was  alfo  pre- 
lented  and  iiejeded|  as  follows  j  <'  Any  peribn  who  ihall,  by  fpeakiig 
^  or  writing,  mamtain  that  any  peribn  or  perfonSy  other  than  the 
••  general  alftmbfy  of  this  colohy,  have  any  nght  or  power  to  impofe 
<*  or  lay  any  taspation  whatfoever  on  the  people  here^  IhaU  be  dcea^ 
**  an  enemy  to  his  majeity^s  colony." 

k  Ahnon's  CoUc^n  of  Papers^  vol.  i.  p.  6» 
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CH  \p.  in  general,  by  a  refolute  affertion  of  the  Rights 
^^    of  Man;  the  allembly  of  Virginia  cautiouflv 
"^65.     appealed  to  their  charters,  proudly  confidercd 
themfelves  as  Britiih  fubjed,s,  and  left  the  au- 
thority of  the  mother-country  without  limits, 
except  in  the  particulars  of  taxation  and   in- 
ternal police,  tacitly  acknowledging  their  right 
to  impofe  duties  011  merchandizes,  and  to  re- 
gulate and  reftrain  commerce.   ' 
Auguft.         At  the  fuggeftiou  of  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
riomTfbr     tatives  at  Bofton,  fevcral  aflemblies  appointed 
hoKiinga    deputies  for  a  general  congrcfs  at  New  York, 
congrcu.     ^^  which  the  legiflature  of  each  province  was 
to  contribute  from  two  to  five  members,  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  relief  under  the  infup- 
portable  grievance  oi'  the  ftamp  aft.  * 
Combina-       ly  this  interval,  eveiy  exertion  which  in- 
Iire"uif  ?  *^^'^*^  ^"^  refentment  could  fugs^eft,  was  em- 
ttainpt.      ployed  to  increafe  the  popular  termentation. 
The  pra^tifers  of  the  law  generally  refolved  to 
forego  their  profbffion  rather  than  make  ufe  of 
Jtiots :      ftamps.     The  officers  appointed  by  govern- 
ment to  diftribute  them  were  compelled  by- 
mobs  to  refign   their  offices,  and  undertake 
never  to  refunie  them.     Thefe  infurredions  oc- 
curing  nearly  at  the  fame  time  in  all  parts  of 
America,  and  having  the  fame  tendency,  raani- 
ferte<l  a  correfponding  influence  which  govern- 
ed all  their  motions.     The  immediate  agents 
were  of  the  lowcft  clafs,  but  evidently  guided 
and  protetted  by  their  fupcriors. 
16th  Aug.      The  proceedings  at  Bofton,  which ferved as 
At  Bofton.  jj^  model   for   the   reft,    are    thus    defcwbed. 
Abotit.  twilight,  a  fmall  bonfire  wa;^  kindled^ 
jifld  fucroupded  only  by  a  few  boys  and  chil- 
dren ;  the  fire- ward  endeavouring  to  extinguiflfi 

^  Secalift  of  tlw  Hrft  coogreTf,  Almonds  Papers,  to1«  t.  p*ft7» 
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It,  was  (lefircrl  in  a  whifper^  by  an  unknown  chaf. 
perfon,  to  defift ;  not  regarding  this  intimation,  sJ^Xu 
ne  received  a  blow  on  tlie  arm,  and  fuch  other  »76s* 
marks  of  violence  as  compelled  him  to  with* 
draw.  Soon  afterwards,  a  particular  whiftle 
and  whoop  were  heard,  which  fcrved  as  a  fig* 
nal  for  the  appearance  of  a  great  number  of 
perfons  difguiicd,  and  armed  with  clubs  and 
fdcks,  who  burned  the  records  of  the  admiral* 
ty,  and  deftroyed  the  houfes,  t\irniture,  and 
apparel  of  fuch  public  officers  as  had  given  of* 
fence.  The  relpc^tablc  inhabitants  difavowed 
fuch  proceedings ;  but  rewards  for  the  detec- 
tion of  the  criiiiinals  were  tendered  in  vain, 
and  the  governor  attempted  to  induce  the 
militia  to  ailift  in  preferving  the  peace  with* 
out  etfeft-  ■ 

Tnit  intelligence  of  a  change  of  miniftry  in 
England,  which  transferred  tlie  power  of  go- 
vernment to  thofe  who  were  fuppofed  advei-fe 
to  the  fyfteni  adopted  towards  America,  is 
fuppofed  to  have  given  energy  to  thefe  tu- 
mults ■ ;  and  the  conjefturc  is  rendered  more 
tprobable  from  the  vote  of  the  freeholders 
of  Bofton,  that  addrefles  of  thanks  ihould  iJthficpt; 
be  prefented  to  general  Conway  and  colonel 
Barre,  and  their  pi&ures  be  placed  in  the  town- 
halK* 

Deputies  from  nine  of  the  colotiies  met  in  7th  oa. 
congrefs.     The  four  not  reprefented  were  New  ^^^^^^ 
Hampftiire,    Virginia,    North    Carolina,    and  ^^^ 
Georgia.      The  aflembly  of  New  Hampfliire 
promifed  concurrence  in  any  petition  which 

■  Alnon's  CoUcAioii  of  Papcrti  ▼•!•  i.  p.  1 3i  et  paffia.-— Stediiuu&« 
tol.  i.  p.  )9. 

»  StedmaDy  vol.  u  p.  %tm 

^  Almonds  Colleftio9  of  Papers,  voL  L  p.  i6» 
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CHAP,  fhould  be  agreed  on  by  the  reprefentatives  of 
2^1.  J  the  other  colonies.  The  aflemblies  in  the  other 
three  provinces  were  not  fitting  when  the  let- 
ter from  Maflachuffets  Bay  arrived,  and  the 
governors. prevented  their  meeting,  till  the  day- 
appointed  for  holding  the  congrefs  was  paft. 
When  the  commiffioners  of  Bofton  waited  on 
the  governor  of  New  York,  he  faid,  fuch  a 
congrefs  was  unconftitutional,  unprecedented, 
and  unlawful,  and  he  fliould  give  them  no 
countenance ;  he  did  not,  however,  attempt  to 
hinder  their  proceedings. 

The  members  were,  m  general,  men  of  warm 
paffions;  an  impatience  to  return  home,  and 
the  pride  of  thofe  who  were  intrufted  with  the 
delicate  commiffion  of  drawing  up  their  re- 
folves,  had  a  bad  effeft  on  their  tranfa6tions* 
Thefe  perfons  had  not  fought  proper  fources 
of  information  before  they  began  to  write,  nor 
indeed  before  the  congrefs  was  diffolved ;  and 
their  compofitions  betray  evident  marks  of 
hurry  and  imperfection.  They  determined  on 
fourteen  refolves,  a  petition  to  the  king,  ano- 
ther to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  a  memorial 
to  the  houfe  of  lords.  They  would  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  a  ftill  recognition  of  the  authority  of 
parliament  in  matters  of  taxation,  but  profdfed 
allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  due  fubordination 
to  the  two  houfes.  By  their  refolutions,  they  de- 
clared themfelves  intitled  to  all  the  rights  of 
fubjefts  bom  within  the  realm  of  Great  Sritain* 
They  proaounced  it  eflential  to  the  freedom  of  a 

Eeople  to  be  taxed  only  with  their  own  confent; 
ut  the  colonies  neither  were  nor  could,  from 
local  circumftances,  be  reprefented  in  the  Bri- 
tifli  houfe  of  commons ;  .their  only  reprefen- 
tatives were  in  their  colonial  legiflatures ;  and 
»eaccept  by  them,  no  taxes  had  been  or  could 
-  be 
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be  confiitutionaliy  impofed.  They  defined  chaf, 
fupplies  to  be  gifts,  and  therefore  interred  tliat  J^^ 
the  commons  of  Great  Britain  could  not  con-  ^^*^ 
ilitutionally  grant  away  American  property. 
They  claimed  trial  by  jury  as  the  riglit  of  the 
fubjecl;  the  flamp  ad,  and  other  acis  of  trade, 
tended  to  fubveit  that  right  The  duties  lately 
impofed,  they  affirmed  to  be  grievous,  and  the 
payment  imprafticable:  the  profits  of  their 
conunerce  centered  in  Great  Britain,  and  there- 
fore the  inhabitants  of  America  contributed 
largely  to  all  fqpplies.  The  effect  of  the  par- 
liamentary reflridions  was  fuch  as  to  pre- 
vent them  from  purchafmg  the  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain ;  but  the  profperity  of  the  co- 
lonies depended  on  the  enjoyment  of  their 
rights,  and  a  mutual  beneficial  intercourfe 
with  the  mother-country.  They  claimed,  as 
fubjeds,  the  right  of  petitioning  king,  lords, 
and  commons,  and  declared  it  was  their  duty, 
by  a  loyal  addrefs  to  the  king,  and  humble  ap- 
plication to  both  houfes,  to  procure  a  repeal  of 
the  Aamp  ad^  and  others  rellriding  trade  and 
.extending  the  admiralty  iurifdi6tions.  The 
a£b  of  the  congrefs  concluded,  by  recommend- 
ing the  colonies  to  folicit  tlieir  caufe  by  fpecial 
agents  from  each. ' 

Although  thefe  proceedings  were  con- 
du3;ed  with  a  cautious  attention  to  the  exter- 
nals of  order  and  decorum,  and  therefore  ex- 
cited no  immediate  alarm,  the  convocation  did 
not  fail  in  producing  tlie  moil  extenfive  and 
prejudicial  eftieds.  Their  refolutions  formed 
the  bafis  and  model  of  petitions  and  addreifes, 

f  Letter  from  an  American  gentleman  to  an  Englifti  noblemani^ 
dated  Sth  November  1 765.  See  alfo  the  proceedings  at  lengph,  Ai- 
vion^s  CoUe^n  of  Papcrs>  voL  i.  p»  i€«*^tcdiniui9  fol*  i.  p«  %$ 
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CHAP,  which  were  procured  throughout  the  colonies  ; 

\J^;^^  and  the  interchange  of  opinion  inflamed  the 

1765.     fi/irit  of  oppofition,  %vhile  it  deftroyed  fear  of 

fuilure  by  the  certain  profpect  of  co-operation 

and  fupport    "  By  the  meeting  of  fo  many  de- 

-'  puties  at  New  York/'  a  judicious  writer  has 

obferved,  "  a  communication  was  opened,  and 

**  a  correfpoindence  eflabliflied,    between   the 

"  leading  men   of  all    the  colonies ;   and   a 

'  "  foundation  was  thus  laid  for  uniting  their 

^*  common  efforts,   whenever  future  circumr 

^'  ftances,  and  the  attempt  of  a  future  admini-? 

"  ftration,   fhould  render  it  neceflary.     One 

"  efteft  of  the  mutual  underftanding  which 

•'  took  place  amongft  thefe  leading  men  was, 

"  indeed,  difcoverabje ;  for,  as  foon  as  they  re- 

"  turned  to  their  refpe6rtve  homes,  aflbciations 

"  were  fet  on  foot  in  all  the  colonies  againft  the 

**  importation  of  Britifti  manufaftures, '  fuch 

"  importation  to  ceafe  after  the  firft  of  January 

"  following,  until  the  ftamp  ad  fhould  be  re^ 

"  pealed ;  a  meaf  ure  which  was  probably  con^ 

"  certed  before  they  lefl  New  York. ' 

The  dc         The  effects  of  this  determined  fpirit  of  oppo- 

livcry  of     fition  wcrc  fpeedily  difplayed.     When  fhips  ar« 

▼cmcd/"   rived  from  England  with  ftamped  papers  on 

board,  the  utmoft  induflry  was  employed  in 

preventing  the  unloading  of  their  cargoes,  and 

compelling  the  officers  of  government  to  place 

the  (tamps  in  the  cuflody  of  perfons  appointed 

to  prevent  their  being  ufed.     The  fbips  were 

not  fecure  unlefs  under  the  guns  of  men  of  war, 

4ft  Nor.     or  of  forts.     From  thefe  circumflances,  and  the 

refignation  of  the  appointed  diflributors,  on  the 

day  appointed  for  the  operation  of  the  aft,  no 

4  This  meafurc  did  not  fucceed  in  the  degree  th?t  was  fuppofed: 
defigning  men,  however,  took  advantage  of  it^  vl^en  ^y  had  4aig< 
^ores  of  Englifli  goods  on  hand* 

F  StedinaD,To).  i.  p.4ft. 
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fiampv  could  be  obtained.    The  admin  iilration  chap. 
of  jultice  was  jinpeded,    except  in  criminal  ^^ 
cafes,  and  commerce  was  liifpended  by  the  im-     i7<5- 
poffibility  of  obtaining  the  necellary  ftamp3  for 
entries  and  clearances  at  the  culiom  houfes. 
Some  merchants  ventured  to  fend  their  Ihips 
on  voyages   with   certificates  from   the    go* 
vernors,  that  (lamps  could  not  be  obtained; 
and  the  council  and  ail'embly  of  IVIaflachuHets, 
entered  a  daring  refolution  in  their  books,  de- 
claring it  lawful  to  tranfad  bufmefs  without 
fiamps,  * 

If  the  miniftry  were  not  convinced  that  the  obfcrva- 
time  was  arrived,  or  nearly  approaching,  when  ^^^"^ 
the  dependence  of  America  on  Great  'Britain 
muft  be  diffolved,  their  conduft  in  tolerating 
the  proceedings  of  the  coionifts  was  highly 
culpable.  If  they  deemed  fuch  a  feparation 
pow  unavoidable,  they  did  not  meet  the  occa- 
fion  with  futiicient  magnanimity,  nor  purfue 
a  fyfiem  calculated  todimiuiih  the  danger  and 
injury  attending  fo  great  a  divuliion  from  the 
mother-country.  It  wa3  obvious  that  tMo 
millions  of  people,  feparated  by  a  wide  ocean 
from  the  immediate  ctFefts  of  refentment,  and 
encouraged  by  intereft,  and  even  by  the  avow- 
ed apprgbation  of  a  numerous  and  popular 
party  iu  £^nglarid,  would  not  defift  from  a 
courfe  of  oppofition,  in  which  their  greatell 
exceffes  were  fan&joned  by  impunity. 

The  minifters  were  embarrafled  with  the  Proceeding 
difficulties  of  tlieir  fituation,  apd  (Equally  up-  ^thcmjn*, 
prepared  for  eft'e^u^l  reliftance  and  dignified 
concefSon,    One  of  thei r  /jrft  mpafure^  refpgdli- 
ing  America  w^s  prudent,  and  if  followed  by 
others  diftinguiflied  for  vigour,'the  refult  plight 

*  StedmaDy  vol,  i.  p.  41.    Andrew»-t  Hiftory  of  the  War,  vol.  i. 
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have  been  highly  beneficid.    A  ininute  wns 
_    _    entered  in  the  treafury  books,  importing,  that 

9th  July,  in  order  to  obviate  the  inconvenience  of  bring- 
ing into  Great  Britain  the  money  raifed  in  the 
colonies,  it  ihould  be  received  by  the  deputy 
paymafter  in  America,  to  defray  thefubfiftence 
of  troops,  and  military  expences.  The  refola-* 
tions  of  the  aflembly  of  Virginia  were  laid  be^ 
fore  the  board  of  trade,  and  by  them  reported 
to  be  a  dangerous  attack  on  the  conftitution 
of  Great  Britain  ;  and  they  recommended  that 
orders  Ihould  be  immediately  ilTued  for  the 
executive  power,  and  all  the  officers  of  go-^ 
vernment  in  Virginia,  concerned  in  enforcing 
the  (lamp  duty,  to  exert  themfelves  vigoroufly 
in  fupporting  the  authority  of  parliament,  and 
with  becoming  firmnefs  in  exafiing  a  due 
obedience  to  the  law  of  the  land. 

A  council  was  not  held  fpeedily  after  thi« 

f4th  Sept.  refolution  of  the  board  of  trade ;  but  general 
Conway,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  fouthem  de-? 
partment,  wrote  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  a 
letter  of  a  weak  and  impolitic  tendency.  He 
expreffed  hopes,  that  another  aflembly  would 
adopt  decifions  different  from  thofe  tranfmitted 
to  England,  and  advifed  him  to  make  proper 
'teprefentations  to  the  wife  and  fober  part  of 
the  people.  But  even  thefe  unimportant  and  in-* 
decilive  directions  were  qualified  by  an  obfer- 
vation,  that  as  the  matter  was  before  the  privy 
council,  he  iliould  not  pretend  to  give  any 
advice  or  inftruftions  on  the  fubjeft.  The 
fame  irrefolution  inftfted  the  council;  they 

ad  oa,  reported  to  the  king,  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  the  realm  and  legif- 
lature;  too  weightv  for  their  determination, 
and  only  to  be  diu^ufled  in  parliament    By 

t  See  AliB0A*8  Colleftion  of  Papersj  voL  L  p.  i%, 
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this  declaration,  the  council  declined  ad viiing,  c  H  ap. 
becaufe  the  fuljeft  was  of  importance,  and   ^^^, 
referred  to  parliament  for  inftru^tion,  whether   "^65. 
obedience  to  its  own  a6ts  fliould  be  enforced  by 
the  executive  power.     After  the  holding  of  24dioa. 
the  council,  general  Conway  wrote  a  circular 
letter  to  the  governors  in  America,  in  terma 
foroewhat  more  decifive,  but  not  fufficiently 
clear  or  dignified  for  the  minifter  of  an  infulted 
government,  who  gives  inflru^tions  in  a  criti- 
cal emergency. 

If  the  advice  of  the  two  houfes  was  deemed 
necelTary  to  fanftion  the  sl&s  of  government, 
the  fcflion   ought  to  hare  been  immediately 
commenced,    and    proper    meafures   fpeedily 
adopted;   but  thefe  important  arrangements 
were  utterly  negleded.      The  parliament  did  l^^^ 
not  affemble  till  the  1 7th  of  December,  and  and  1^ 
feparated  for  the  Chriftmas   recefs,    without  <^pwJ»- 
tranfa&ing  any  bufmefs,  except  ifluing  write  "**^ 
to  fill  up  vacancies. 

In  this  interval,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  f^^^ 
houie  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  for  the  iK^of*** 
purpofe  of  arranging  meafures    againft   the  miniitry. 
opening  of  the  feflion,  and  particularly  with 
refpe6t  to  the  late  tranfandions  in  America.  * 

Among  the  pcrfons^refent,  were  the  marquis 
of  Rockingham,  lord  Egmont,  general  Con- 
way, Mr.  Dowdefwell,  the  earl  ot  Dartmouth, 
and  Mr.  Yorke.  The  moft  effedive  and  dig- 
nified advice  was,  to  declare,  by  an  ai5l  of  par- 
liament, the  legiflative  power  of  Great  Britain 
over  America,  and  intlidb  penalties  of  high 
treafon  on  thofe  who  fliould  impeach  that  au- 
thority, either  by  fpeaking  or  writing.  The 
fupremacy  of  the  parent  country  being  thus 
afcertained,  it  was  recommended  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  explain,  alter,  and  amend  the  ftamp  a6^ 

itt 
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CHAP,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  render  the  operation 
^J[^^  eafy,  and  its  provifions  unexceptionable.  The 
^765.  principal  alterations  were,  that  duties  ihould  be 
paid  in  currency,  inftead  of  fterling  money ; 
offences  againft  the  a6l  tried  in  courts  of  re* 
cord,  inftead  of  the  court  of  vice-admiralty ; 
and  the  merchants  relieved  by  taking  off  or 
greatly  reducing  the  ftamps  on  cocquets  an4 
clearances.  But  this  firm  and  manly  advice 
did  not  prevail ;,  the  opinions  previoufly  de-r 
livered  by  fome  members  of  adminifiration, 
were  incompatible  with  fuchmcafures ;  and  al- 
though Mr.  Dowdefwell,  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  produced* letters  from  New  York, 
importing  tnat  the  money  coUefted  from  the 
duty  on  molaifes,  had  been  detained  in  the  co- 
lony by  the  threats  and  orders  of  the  mob,  yet 
no  vigorous  meafure  was  refolved  on.  Ip  fafi:, 
nothing  was  decided,  except  the  terms  in 
which  the  king's  fpeech  fliould  be  comprized : 
and  the  miniftry  formed  no  regular  or  conliflent 
plan  of  operation  and  mutual  fupport.  ** 
J4thjan.  When  parliament  met  before  the  JioU^ 
Mrttingof  ^'^y^'  *^^  ^^"S>  ^^  his  fpeech,  obferved  that 
jariiamcnn  matters  of  importance  had  occurred  in  fome  of 
the  American  colonies,  which  demanded  the 
moil  ferious  attention  of  the  legiflature.  Af^ 
ter  the  recefs  he  refu;ned  the  topic,  and  hav-^ 
ing  obferved  that  he  had  direded  the  proper 
papers  to  be  laid  befoie  the  two  houfes,  faid, 
•'  No  time  has  been  loft  on  the  firil  advice  of 
"  thefe  difturbances  to  iflue  orders  to  the  go^ 
"  vernors  of  American  provinces,  ^d  fpmr 
*'  manders  of  forces,  for  the  exertion  of  all  the 
*'  powers  of  government  in  fuppreffmg  riots  and 

^  From  pdvatc  iofoiination,  and  minutet  of  the  conference. 
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^*  tumults,  and  in  the  eiFeftual  fupport  of  law-  chap, 
^  fill  authority."    Whatever  remained  to  be   ^^^^ 
done,  was  committed  to  the  wifdom  of  the  le-     i?^* 
giflature. 

In  the  debate  on  the  addrefs,  the  affairs  of  Debate  on 
America  were  amply  difcuffed.  The  differ-  t»>cadard* 
cnce  of  fentiment  whicli  prevailed  in  the 
cabinet  now  became  apparent,  and  the  contieft 
was  not  properly  between  miniftry  and  oppo* 
fition,  but  between  thofe  who  favoured  and 
thofe  who  difavowed  the  taxation  of  America. 
Mr.  Nugent  (afterwards  earl  of  Clare)  infifted 
that  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  kingdom 
required  a  compulfoiy  enforcement  of  the 
ilainp  aft,  unlefs  the  right  of  parliament  was 
acknowledged,  and  the  repeal  folicited  as  a 
favour,'  He  computed  the  expence  of  the 
troops  employed  in  America  for  their  defence 
at  nine  pence  in  the  pound  of  the  land  tax, 
while  the  produce  of  tne  (lamp  aft  would  not 
Taife  a  Shilling  a  head  on  the  colonics;  *  but 
a  pepper  corn  in  acknowledgment  of  right, 
was  of  more  value  than  millions  without  that 
homage. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  confpicuous  on  the  oppofitc  Argu. 
fide.      He  informed  the  houfe,  tiliat  he  was  JJ^^"^?^ 
unconnefted    and  unconfultcd;   and  having     ^'   *"* 
defired  a  fecond  reading  of  the  fpeech  and 
addreft,  farcaftically  applauded  both,  becaufe 
nothing  was*  decided  rcfpefting  America,  and 
everj'  one  was  left  at  liberty  to  aiVume  fuch 
part  as  he  ihould    fee  fit.      He  difapproved 
of  the  tardinefs  difplayed  in  giving  notice  to 

X  The  greateft  fum  propofed  to  be  raifed  by  the  Aamp  t&,  wat 
100,000  i.  ptr  annum.  One  (hiUing  each  from  the  inhabitants  of 
America,  who  were  computed  at  two  millions  and  a  half,  would 
give  laSfOool.  This  calculation,  however,  is  fliewn  by  lord  Sbef- 
nddt  in  hisobfervations  pn  the  commerce  of  the  American  States,  to 
W  grofsly  exaggerated* 

the 
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CHAP,  the  legiflature  of  the  American  troubles,  which 
,,^J[^^  ought  to  have  been  imparted  immediately;  and 
xj66.  condemned,  without  referve,  every  capital  mea- 
fure  of  the  late  miniftry.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  prefent  admin iftration;  theyv^ere 
men  of  fair  characters,  and  fuch  as  he  was  glad 
to  fee  in  his  majefty's  fervice.  He  had  never 
been^made  a  facritice  by  any  of  them :  fome 
had  aiked  his  opinion  before  they  would  en- 
gage: he  had  advifed  them  to  take  official 
iituations,  but  could  not  give  them  his  confi- 
dence. "  Pardon  me,  gentlemen,"  he  faid, 
l>owing  to  the  miniftry,  ^'  confidence  is  a  plant 
*^  of  flow  growth  in  an  aged  bofom  ;  youth  is 
**  the  feafon  of  credulity.  By  comparing  events 
**  with  each  other,  reafoning  from  effe&s  to 
"  caufes,  methinks  I  plainly  difcover  the  traces 
"of  an  over-ruling  influence.  There  is  n 
"  claufe  in  the  a6l  of  fettlement  to  oblige  every 
**  minifter  to  fign  his  name  to  the  advice  whicb 
"  he  gives  to  his  fovcreign.  Would  it  were 
*^  obferved!  — I  have  had  the  honour  to  ferve 
"  the  crown,  and  if  I  could  have  fubmitted  to 
"  influence,  I  might  have  ftill  continued  to 
**  ferve ;  but  I  would  not  be  refponfible  for 
"  others.  I  have  no  local  attachments ;  it  is 
"  indiflerent  to  me  whether  a  man  was  rocked 
"  in  his  cradle  on  this  fide  or  that  fide  of  the 
"  Tweed.  I  fought  for  merit  wherever  it  was 
*'  to  be  found.  It  is  my  boaft  that  I  was  the 
"  firft  minifter  who  looked  for  it,  and  found  it, 
'*  in  the  mountains  of  the  North.  I  called  it 
"  forth,  and  drew  into  your  fervice  an  hardy 
"  and  intrepid  race  of  men  ! — men,  who,  when 
'*  left  by  your  jealoufy,  became  a  pr^y  to  the 
"  artifices  of  your  enemies,  and  had  gone 
**  nigh  to  overturn  the  ftate  in  the  war  before 
'**  the  laft.     Thefe  men,  in  the  laft  war,  were 

"  brought 
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•'brought  to  combat  on  your  fide;  theyferved  CRAPi 
•*  with  fidelity,  as  they  fought  with  valour,  and  ,Jf^ 
^  conquered  for  you  in  every^part  of  the  world ;  «7<^ 
"  — detefted  be  the  national  refle6lions  againil 
**  them  !  they  are  unjull,  groundlefs,  illiberal^ 
^  unmanly. — When  I  ceafcd  to  fer\'e  his  ma* 
•*  jefty  as  a  minifter,  it  was  not  the  country  of 
"the  man  by  which  I  was  moved — but  the 
"man  of  that  country  wanted  wifdom,  and 
"  held  principles  incompatible  with  freedom." 
Mr.  Pitt  then  faid,  when  the  refolution  waJ 
adopted  to  tax  America,  he  was  confined  by  ill- 
nefs,  butfo  great  was  the  agitation  of  his  mind 
for  the  confequences,  that  if  he  could  have  en- 
dured to  be  carried  in  his  bed,  he  would  have  fo- 
licited  fome  kind  hand  to  lay  him  down  on  the 
floor  of  the  houfe,  that  he  might  bear  tefti- 
mony  againfi;  it.  He  hoped  an  early  day 
would  be  appointed  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the 
nation  with  refpeQ;  to  America,  and  that  the 
difcuflion  would  be  condu6led  with  temper  and 
impartiality.  A  more  important  fiibjeft  never 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  houfe ;  that  fub- 
jeft  only  excepted  when,  near  a  century  ago, 
the  commons  debated  whether  they  themfelves 
were  to  be  bound  or  free.  In  the  meantime, 
as  he  could  not  depend  upon  his  health  for  k 
future  day,  he  iliould  fay  a  few  words  at  prefent, 
leaving  the  juftice,  the  equity,  the  policy, 
and  the  expediency  of  the  aQ;  to  another  time. 
He  would  confine  himfelf  tothe  right;  a  point 
which  feemed  ftot  generally  underfi:ood.  He 
reprobated  the  argument  of  Mr.  Nugent, 
which  had  a  tendency  to  make  it  a  point  of 
honour.  If  gentlemen  confidered  it  in  that 
light,  they  left  all  meafares  of  riffht  and  wrong 
to  follow  a  delufion,  which  might  lead  to  de- 
ftru6tion.     He  then  declared  his  opinion  that 

Gnat 
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CHAP.  Vreat  Britain  had  7W  right  to  lay  a  tar  upoh 
^:J^^   the  colonies;  though  at  the  fame  time  he  afleit- 
>766»     edthe  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  them 
to  be  fovereign   and   fupreme   in   every  cafti 
of  legiflation.       In    fupport  of  this   opinion 
he  faid,    "  The  colonifts  are  fnbjecis  of  thi.% 
*'  kingdom,  equally  intitled  M'ilh  yourfelves  ici 
"  all  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  th6 
**  peculiar  privileges  of  Engliflimen; — equally 
"  bound  by  its  laAV.s,  and  equally  participating' 
**  in  the  conftitution  of  this  free  country.   The 
*"  Americans  are  the  fons,  not  the  baftards  of 
^*  England.     Taxation  is  no  part  of  the  g'O^ 
"  verning  or  legiflative  power.    Taxes  are  the 
"  voluntary  gift  and  grant  of  the  common* 
^^  alone.     In  legiflation  the  three  eitatesof  the 
"realm  are  alike  concerned,  but  the  concur- 
^'  rence  of  the  peers  and  the  crown  to  a  tax, 
"  is  only  neceff'ary  to  clothe  it  with  the  form  of 
"  a  law*   The  gift  and  gTant  is  of  the  common* 
•'  alone.     In  ancient  days,  the  oroMTi,  the  ba- 
"  rons,  and  the  clergy,  pofleflTed  the  lands.     In 
"  thoie  days,  the  barons  and  the  clergy  granted 
^  to  the  crown ;  they  gave  and  granted  what 
"was  their  own.     At  prefent,  fince  the  dif- 
"  covery  of  America,  and  other  circumftancc^ 
"  permitting,  the  commons  are  become  the  pro- 
"  prietors  oV  the  land.   The  church  (God  blefe 
"  it !)  has  but  a  pittance.     The  property  of  the 
**  lords,  compared  "with  that  or  the  commons, 
"  is  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean  ;  and  this 
"  houfe  reprefents  thofe  commons,   the   pro- 
"  prietors  of  the  lands ;  and  thofe  proprictoi-s 
♦*  virtually  reprefent  the  reft  of  the  inhabi- 
**  tants.      When,  therefore,  in  this  houfe  we 
"  give  and  grant,  we  give  and  grant  m  hat  is 
*^  our  own.     But  in  an  American  tax,  what  do 
"we  do?    We,  your  mnjefty'?  commons  for 

"  G  rcat 
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"  Great  Britain,  give  and  grant  to  your  majef-  CH  ap« 
"  t y,  what?  Our  own  property?  —  No;  Ave  ^J^^. 
"  give  and  grant  to  your  majelty,  the  property  *7^**  ' 
"  of  your  niajefty's  commons  of  America,  It  » 
"  is  an  abfurdity  in  terms.  The  diftinftion  be-^ 
"  tween  legiflation  and  taxation  is  efllntially 
•*  necellkry  to  liberty.  The  crown,  the  peers, 
**  arc  equally  legillative  powers  with  the  com- 
^  mons.  If  taxation  be  a  part  of  fmiple  legif- 
•Mation,  the  crown,  the  peers,  have  rights  in 
*^  taxation  as  well  as  yourfelves :  rights  Avhich 
"  they  will  claim,  which  they  will  exercife, 
"  whenever  the  principle  can  be  fuppoited  by 
"  power.  There  is  an  idea  in  fome,  that  -the 
"  colonics  are  virtually  reprefented  in  the  houfe. 
^  I  would  fain  know  by  whom  an  American  is 
*^  reprefented  here  ?  Is  he  reprefented  by  aiijr 
*'  knight  of  the  ihire,  in  any  county  hi  this 
*'  kingdom  ?  Would  to  God  that  refpe6hible 
**  reprefentation  was  augmented  to  a.  greater 
"  number  1  Or,  will  you  tell  him  that  he  is  ve- 
"  prefented  by  any  rcprcfentative  of  a  borough 
* — a  borough  which  perhaps  its  own  rq^re- 
**  fentatives  never  faw. — This  is  what  is  called 
"  the.rotten  part  of  the  conjiitution.-^lt  cari- 
**  not  continue  a  century.  If  it  does  not  drop, 
"  it  mull  be  amputated.  The  idea  of  a  vir- 
*'  tual  reprefentation  of  America  in  this  houfe, 
"  is  the  moft  contemptible  that  ever  entered 
*'  into  the  head  of  a  man.  It  does  not  defer  vea 
**  ferious  refutation.  The  commoners  of  Ame* 
•'  rica,  reprefented  in  their  feveml  affemblieS^ 
"  have  ever  been  in  poiTeffion  of  the  exercife 
**  of  this,  their  conftitutional  right,  of  giving 
"  and  granting  tJicir  own  money.  They  Avould 
"  have  been  flaves  if  they  had  not  enjoyed  it 
"  At  the  fame  time,  this  kingdom,  as  the  fu- 
*'  preme  governing  and  legiflative  power,  has 

^"always 
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CHAP.  '*  always  bound  the  colonies  by  her  laws,  hy 
JU;^^  "  her  regulations  and  reftriftions,  in  trade,  in 
.1766.  "  navigation,  in  manuf aftures ;  in  every  thing 
"  except  that  of  taking  their  money  out  of 
**  their  pockets  without  their  confent.  Here  I 
**  would  draw  the  line,  "  quam  ultra  citraque 
*'  nequit  conjijiere  re8um.'' 

^^^  A  confiderable  paufe  fucceeded  this  remark* 
'*"^*  able  fpeech,  Avhich  was  well  calculated  to  pro* 
duce  an  animated  reply;  but  no  one  riiing^ 
general  Conway  declared  his  fentinients  were 
iQtirely  conformable  to  thofe  ,of  Mr.  Pitt: 
He  accounted  for  the  tardy  notice  to  pailia- 
ment  of  the  troubles  in  America  by  faying^ 
the  firft  accounts  were  too  vague  and  imper- 
rfeft  to  be  worthy  of  notice.  ^  "  An  over-ruling 
"  influence,"  he  faid,  *'  has  been  hinted  a,t.  I 
**  fee  nothing  of  it ; — I  feel  nothing  of  it; — I 
"  difclaim  it  for  myfelf,  and,  as  far  as  my  dif*» 
•*  cernment  can  reach,  for  the  reft  of  his  ma^ 
**  j^fty 'ft  minifters. " 

M^.GfCB.  t    ALTiiouoH  Mr.  Pitt  was.  fo  far  gratified 

^^^  iy  general  Conway's  co-incidence  in  opinion, 
asid  by  fome  high  compliments  contained  in  his 
ijpeech,  as  to  admit  the  validity  of  his  excufe 
jlf  it  was  true ;  Mr.  Grenville,  whofpoke  in  de- 
fence of  his  own  meafures,  was  not  difpofed  to 
treat  the  matter  with  fo  much  lenity.  He  ceft- 
Ibred  the  miniftry  with  great  feverity  for  delay- 
ing to  give  earlier  notice  of  the  difturbances  in 
America.  He  faid,  "They  began  in  July,  and  now 
**  we  are  in  the  middle  of  January ;  lately  they 
"  were  only  occurrences,  they  are  tiow  grown  to 

7  This  aflertion  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate  could  hardly  be  corredw 
The  refolutions  of  the  affcmbljr  of  Virginia  were  not  vague  infonna* 
<ion :  the  refolutions  entered  into  by  the  other  airemblies  to  form 
a  confrrefs  were  dearly  announced  ;  and  the  minute  of  council  of  the 
3d  0£tober  (hews  that  the  miniftry  did  not  confider  thefe  matters  of 
imall  importance* 

£  <^  difturbancea^ 
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^  difiurbances,  to  tumults  and  riots.     I  doubt  CH  AF« 
they  border  on  open  rebellion ;   aid  if  the    ^^^^ 
doctrine  of  this  day  be  confirmed,  that  name     tj^^f 
will  be   loft  in    revolution,      TTie  govern- 
ment over  them  being  diffolved,  a  revolu- 
^  tion  muft  take  place  in  America*     I  can- 
*not  underftand  the  difference   between  ex- 
^  ternal  and  internal  taxes«    They  are  the  fame 
\  in  efft&j  and  only  differ  in  name.    That  this 

*  kingdom  has  tne  fovereign,  the  fupreme 
'  legiflative  power  over  America,  is  granted; 
'  it  cannot  be  denied :  and  taxation  is  a 
^  part  of  tliat  fovereign  powen  It  is  one 
'  oranch  of  iegiilatioai  It  is  and  it  has  been 
'  exercifed  over  thofe  who  are  not,  who  nevei* 
'  we-re  reprefentcd*  It  is  exercifed  over  tlie 
'  India  Company,  the  merchants  of  London, 
'  the  proprietors  of  the  ftocks,  and  over  the 
^  gl-eat  manufaduring  towns^  It  was  exer- 
^  cifed   over  the  palatinate   of  Chefter,   and 

*  the  bifhoprick  of  Durham,  before  they  fent 
'  any  reprefentatives  to  parliament     I  appeal 

*  for  proof  to  the  preambles  of  the  aSs  which 

*  gave  them  reprefentatives;  the  one  in  the 
'reign  of  Henry  VIH,  the  other  iil  that  of 
**  Charles  II."  Mr.  Orenvillethen  quoted  the 
iifts,  and  dcfired  they  might  be  read;  which 
l>eing  (lone,  he  continued:  "When  I  pro- 
"  pofed  to  tax  America,  I  repeatedly  aiked  the 
"  houfe,  if  any  objedion  could  be  made  to 
"  the  right  j  but  no  one  attempted  to  deny 
**  it.  Proteftion  and  obedience  are  recipro- 
^*  cuL  Great  Britaiu  protects  America:  Ame- 
*'  rica  is  bound  to  yield  obedience-  If  not, 
"  tell  me  when  the  Americans  were  emanci- 
**  patcd  ?  When  they  want  the  proteftion  of 
"  tliiii  kingdom,  they  are  always  ready  to  afk 
*'it;  that  protection  has  always  been  afford- 

voL.  I*  Q  "  eil 
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6H  AP.  "  eel  them  in  the  moft  full  iind  ample  mannen 
J?^"  V   "  The  nation  has  nm  itfelf  into  an  immenfe 


*7«6.  "  debt  to  give  them  proteftion ;  ami  now  they 
"  are  called  upon  to  contribute  a  fmall  fliare 
"  towards  the  public  expence,  —  an  expence 
^  »rifingfi'om  themfelves> — they  renounce  your 
"  authority,  inlult  your  officers,'  and  break  out, 
*'  I  might  almoft  Hiy  into  open  rebellion.  The 
"  feditious  fpirit  of  the  Colonies  owes  its  birth 
"  to  the  factions  in  this  houfe.  Gentlemen  are 
"  carelefs  of  the  confequences  of  what  they  fay, 
*'  prox'ided  it  anfwers  the  purpofes  of  oppofi- 
*''  tion.  We  were  told  we  troel  on  tender 
'^  ground ;  M'e  were  bid  to  expeft  difobcdienpe. 
**  What  was  this,  but  telling  the  Americanf^to 
"  refift  the  law, — to  encourage  their  ohfiinacy 
*'  with  the  cxpeftation  of  fupport  from  heifce  ? 
'*  Let  us  only  perfevere  for  a  ihort  time,  they 
^^  would  fay,  Qur  friends  will  foon  be  in  power, 
^'  Ungrateftil  people  of  America  f  Bounties 
"  have  been  extended  to  them :  — when  I  had 
"  the  honour  of  fcrving  the  crown,  while  you 
"  yourfelves  were  loaded  with  an  enormous 
*'  debt,  you  have  given  bounties  on  their  luni- 
*'  ber,  on  their  iron,  their  hemp,  and  many 
"  other  articles.  You  have  relaxed,  in  their 
*'  favour,  the  a<5t  of  navigation,  th«'it  palladium 
*'  of  Britiih  commerce ;  and  vet  I  have  been 
'^t  abuied  in  all  tlie  public  papers  as  an  enemy 
**  to  the  trade  of  America.  I  have  been  par- 
*'  ticularly  charged  with  giving  orders  and  in- 
"  ftru6>ions  to  prevent  the  Spanifli  trade,  and 
"  thereby  Hopping  the  channel  by  which  alone 
*'  North  America  iifed  to  be  fupplied  with  calli 
■^*  for  remittances  to  this  cojcintrv.  I  defy  any 
"  man  to  produce  any  fuch  orders  or  inftruc- 
**  tions.  1  dilcourag-cd  no  trade  but  what  was 
:*•  illicit^  what  was  prohibiteil  by  aft  of  par- 

"  liameiit^ 


"  liament. 


"  anonymous 


I  was  above  giving  an  anfwer  to  CHAPf 
IS  calumnies ;  out  in  this  place  it  vj[^ 
^  bc90mes  me  to  wipe  off.  the  afperfion."  i76fi- 

When  Mr.  Grenville  ceafed  fpeaking  feveral  Mr.pftt 
members  rofe,  but  Mr.  Pitt  appearing"  to  be  «o««piy- 
one  of  the  number,  the  others  receded,  and  the 
houfe  clamoroufly  required  that  he  fhould  be 
heard.  In  his  exordium,  Mr.  Pitt  obferved, 
he  only  meant  to  have  thrown  out  a  few  hints 
on  the  right  of^  taxation,  which  was  at  leaft 
equivocal,  but  lince  Mr.  Grenville  had  gone 
into  the  juftice,  the  equity,  the  policy,  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  ftamp  afit,  he  would  follow  him 
through  the  whole  field,  and  combat  his  argu- 
ments on  every  point.  This  declaration  pro- 
duced an  objedion  on  the  point  of  order,  but 
that  queftion  being:  decided  in  Mr.  Pitt's  fa? 
vour,  he,  by  defire  of  the  houfe,  thus  proceeded : 
"  I  have  been  charged  with  giving  birth  to 
"  fedition  in  America.  Sorry  I  am  to  hear  the 
"  liberty  of  fpeech  in  this  houfe,  imputed  as  a 
"  crime.  But  the  imputation  fhall  not  dtf- 
"  courage  me.  It  is  a  liberty  I  mean  to  exer- 
"  cife.  No  gentleman  ought  to  be  afraid  tp 
"  exercife  it  It  is  a  liberty  by  which  the  gen- 
".tleman  who  calumniates  it  might  have  profit- 
"  ed.  He  ought  to  have  profited :  he  ought  to 
"  have  ddifted  from  his  projeft.  The  gentle- 
"  man  tells  us  America  is'  doftinate ;  America 
*'  is  almoft  in  open  rebellion.  I  rejoice  that 
**  America  has  refifted.  Tliree  millions  of  peo- 
•'  pie,  fo  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of  liberty,  as 
"  volmitarily  to  fubmit  to  be  flaves,  would 
"  have  been  fit  inftniments  to  make  flaves  of  the 
^  reft.  I  come  not  here  armed  at  all  points 
"  with  law  cafes  and  tf6ls  of  parliametit,  with 
"  the  ftatute  book  doubled  down  in  dogs-ears, 
"to  defend  the  caufe  of  liberty.  If  I  had,  I 
Q  2  "  myfelf 
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CHAP*   'Miiyfelf  would  have  cited  the  two  cafes  of 

%Jl^    "  Chefter  and  Durham.     I  would  have  cited 

»766.      ^'  them  to  iJiew,  that,   even  under   arbitrary 

**  reigns,   parliaments  were  alliamed  of  tax- 

"  ing  a  people  without  their  confent,  and  al- 

**  lowed  them  reprefentatives.     Why  did  the 

"  p^entleman  confine  himfelf  to   Chefter  and 

"  Durham  ?    He  might  have  taken  a  higher 

^^  example  in  Whales; — \V,ales,  that  never  was 

"  taxed    by  parliament,   till  it  was    incorpo* 

.     ^'  rated." 

Mr.  Pitt  then  deprecated  the  confideratibn 
of  the  queftion  as  a  mere  point  of  law,  for  which 
he  acknowledged  his  inability,  but  willied  it 
might  be  difculfed  upon  a  conltitutional  princi- 
jMc,  that  being  a  ground  on  which  he  flood  finn, 
and  could  boldly  meet  any  man.  He  diltin* 
guiflied  between  the  Americans  who  were  not 
and  could  not  be  reprefcnted  in  parliament,  and 
the  merchants,  ftockholder^,  and  manufac* 
turers  who  Avere  reprefcnted,  or  might  be  if 
they  would.  He  recapitulated  the  names  and 
chaiafters  of  the  ciiief  minifters  fince  the  Revo-* 
lution ;  none  of  whom,  he  faid,  ever  thought  or 
dreamed  of  robbing  the  colonies  of  their  con-* 
ftitutional  rights.  There  were  ni7t  wanting 
fome  who  liad  endeavoured  to  pcrfuade  him^ 
when  minifter,  to  burn  his  fingers  withan^Vme- 
rican  ftamp  ac>,  ami  perhaps  under  the  then 
circumftanccs  X\^i^y  might  have  fubmittcd,  but 
it  would  have  been  taking  an  unjuft  and  un- 
generous advantage. 

"  I  am  no  courtier  of  America;  I  ftand  up 
"  for  this  kingdom.  I  maintain,  that  the  par* 
"  liament  has  a  right  to  bind,  to  rcftrain  Ame* 
*'  rica.  Our  legiflativ^^  power  over  the  colo* 
"  nies  is  fovcreign  and  fuprcme.  ^Vh.cn  it 
"  ceafcs  to  be  fovcreign  and  fi![)i;emc,  I  would 

"  advife 
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*'advife  every  gentleman  to  fell  his  lands,  if  chap. 

"  he  can,  and  embark  for  that  country.    When    yj^;^^ 

"  tvro  countries  arc  connected  together,  like     n^v^ 

"  England  and  her  colonies,  witliout  being  in- 

**  Gorporated,  the  one  inuft  neccflarily  govern ; 

**  the  greater  muft  rule  the  lefs;  but  fo  rule  it 

**  as  not  to  contradict  the  fundamental  princi- 

^*  pies  that  are  common  to  both.     There  is  a 

"  plain  diftinftion  between  taxes  levied  for  the 

*'  pur])ofes  of  raifing  a  revenue,  and  duties  im- 

**  pofed  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  for  the  ac- 

**  commodation  of  the  fubjeft ;   although,  in 

**  the  confequences,  fome  revenue  might  inci- 

"  dentally  arife  from  the  latter.     The  gentle- 

*^  man  aiks,  when  were  the  colonies  emaftci- 

"  pated  ?  I  defire  to  know,  when  they  m  here 

"  made  flaves?  But  I  dwell  not  upon  words.'* 

Mr.  Pitt  then  alferted  that  the  profits  to 
Great  Britain  frcm  the  trade  of  the  colonies, 
through  all  its  branches,  \ras  two  millions  a 
year.  "  This  was  the  fund  which  carried  us 
^*  triumphantly  through  the  lafi  war.  This  is  the 
"  price  America  pays  for  protection.  And  Ihall 
f^  a  miferablc  financier  come  with  a  boaft,  that 
f  he  can  fetch  a  pepper-corn  into  the  exchequer, 
5*  by  the  lofs  of  millions  to  the  nation  I  I  am 
^*  convinced,"  he  added,  **  the  whole  com- 
"  mercial  fyltem  of  America  may  b^  altered  to 
'*  advantage :  you  have  prohibited  where  you 
**  ought  to  have  encouraged;  and  you  have 
**  encouraged  where  you  ought  to  have  pro- 
?'  hibited.  Improper  refiraints  have  been  laid 
^*  on  the  continent  in  favour  of  the  iflands. 
*'  Let  the  afts  of  parliament  in  confequcnce  of 
"  treaties  remain,  but  let  not  an  Enghili  mini- 
^*  ftei'  become  a  cuftom-houfc  officer  for  Spain, 
"  or  for  any  foreign  power.  Much  is  wrong, 
^^  ixiuch  may  be  amended  for  th^.geuerijil  u;ood 

<^3  ^"of 
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c  H  Ajp.  "  of  the  whole.  The  gentleman  muft  not  won- 
^yj^;^  "  der  he  was  not  contradifted,  when,  as  mini- 
1766.  "  fter,  he  aiferted  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax 
"  America,  I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  there 
"  is  a  modefty  in  this  houfe  which  does  not 
"  chufe  to  contradift  a  minifter.  Even  your 
"  chair,  Sir,  looks  too  often  towards  St.  James's. 
*'  I  wilh  gentlemen  would  think  better  of  this 
"  modefty.  If  they  do  not,'  perhaps  the  col- 
"  leftive  body  may  begin  to  abate  of  its  re- 
**  fpe6l  for  the  reprefentative,  A  great  deal 
*^  has  been  faid  without  doors  of  the  power,  of 
"  the  ftrength  of  America,  It  is  a  topic  that 
"  ought  to  be  cautioufly  meddled  with.  In  a 
"  good  caufe,  on  a  found  bottom,  the  force  of 
"  this  country  can  crufli  America  to  atoms. 
**  But  on  this  ground,  on  the  ftamp  zR^  when 
*^  fo  many  here  will  think  it  a  crying  injuftice, 
"  I  am  one  who  will  lift  up  my  hands  againit 
"  it. '  In  fuch  a  caufe,  your  fuccefs  would  be 
"  hazardous.  America,  if  flie  fell,  would  fall 
**  like  the  ftrong  man.  She  would  embrace  the 
**  pillars  of  tlie  ftate,  and  pull  down  the  con- 
*'  ftitution  along  with  her."  Mr.  Pitt  depre- 
cated too  much  feverity  in*  judging  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Americans ;  he  faid,  "  I  acknow- 
"  ledge  they  have  not  aSed  in  all  things  with 
"  prudence  and  temper:  they  have  been  wrong- 
"  ed :  they  have  been  driven  to  madnefs  by 
"  injuftice.  Will  you  puni<fe  them  for  tl)0 
^'  madnefs  you  have  occafioti^d  ?'  Rather  let 
**  prudence  and  temper  come  firft  fitim  tliia- 
"  fide.  I  will  undertake  for  America,  that  flic 
**  will  follow  the  example.  There  are  two  lines 
"  in  a  ballad  of  Prior,  on  a  man's  behavionr 
**  to  his  wife,  fo  applicable  to  you  and  your 
"  colonies  that  I  cannot  help  repealing  them ; 

«  Be  to  her  faults  a  little  blind  ^ 
"  Bt  to  her  vinoes  rery  kxiui,^*^ 

In 
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In  t!onclufion,  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion^  that  chap, 
the  ftamp  adt  lliould  be  repealed  abfolutely,   >^^ 
totally,    and    immediately;    and    the   reafon     tje^*. 
ailigned,   that  it  was  founded  on  an  errone- 
ous principle.    At  tlie  fame  time,  let  the  fo- 
vereign  authority   of  this  country  over  the 
colonies  be  aiferted  in  as  ftrong  terms  as  can 
be  devifed,  and  be  made  to  extend  to  every 
point  of  legiflation.    That  we  may  bind  their 
trade,  confine  their  man ufadurcs,  and  exercifc 
eveiy  power,  excej>t  tliat  of  taking  their  money 
^tliout  their  conu^nt. 

The  addrefs  was  carried  M'ithout  divifion.  ^ 
In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  it  was  affirmed 
that  the  niiniflry  encouraged  the  numerous 
petitions  wliich  were  prefented  to  the  houfe  for 
a  repeal  of  the  ilamp  aft.  The  fame  affertion 
has  been  repeated  by  other  writers,  *  and  wears 
an  appearance  of  truth,  'as  the  miniftfy  were 
determined  to  efFeft  that  favourite  meafure, 
although  the  manner  of  canying  it  into  exe- 
cution was  left  intively  undecidecH 

IIavino  fonned  this  refolution,  they  would 
liave  afted  with  greater  dignity  and  propriety 
in  diiiblving  the  parliament     The  fame  nouli; 

T  Thit  debate  i«  given  at  an  tinuilial  IfiijRth  frote  Ui  grrtt  im- 
pcrtance.  It  i«  to  be  found  in  Debrctt's D<rbates,  vol.  iv.  p.  %%%, 
gnd  in  the  Life  of  Loni  CbaUiam»  vol.  i.  p.  497,  where  the  edi*  ^ 
tor  ftates  that  the  Ipccches  were  takf n  by  Sir  Robert  S^lfan^  ailifteil 
hy  the  earl  of  Charlemont.  1  he  whole  debate  wis  pnbliihed  ii> 
the  ycnr  1766,  in  thilbnii  of  a  punpblet,  intiilcd,  **  Political  De« 
bates,^'  and  to  cvadt  ilic  relentnierit  of  the  houfe,  the  place  of  im« 
prcffion  was  faid  to  be  Parit.  Mr.  Pitra  fpeeches  do  honour  ta 
Bit  abilities  at  a»  ontor,  but  not  to  hit  wJiCdom  m  a  politician, 
or  hit  pruderice  at  n  icnitor,  Mr.  Bnrke  made  bit  ^rfi  oar- 
]i:uneniary  exertion  .in  this  debate,  and  acquired  the  applatife  of 
Mr.  Pitt  i  but  no  account  of  his  fpeech  is  yet  given  to  the  pub- 
lie. 

»  See  lord  Nugent*s  fpeecb,  Debrett^t  Debates^  vol.  it.  p.  aSS^ 
Stedman't  Hiftory  of  the  American  War,  vol.  i.  p.  45*     * 
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c  H  AP.  6f  commons,  by  anntdlm^  all  their  former  ada, 
^-  expofed  theml'elves  to  ridicule,  and  all  thofe 
*;? 6»  ^ho  had  fupported  from  principle  the  meafures 
of  the  Utc  mlniftry,  would  be  ready  to  ioin  in 
a  rancorous  and  inveterate  oppofition.  Even 
ibme  who  voted  with  the  admmiftration,  and 
declared  opinions  favourable  to  the  repeal  of 
the  ftamp  a6l,  attributed  their  conviftion  folely 
to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt,  M-ho  accom^. 
panied  thofe  argument^  M'ith  a  declaration  that 
the  minifters  did  not  polTefs  his  confidence. 
Hence  a  ftrong  oppofition  party  was  formed, 
and  the  minifters  yvexe  open  to  attack  on  a]( 
fides.  Their  eflfprts  for  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp 
aft,  were  attributed  to  motives  utterly  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  independence  which  piarkcd 
their  charaftcrs ;  it  was  even  aiTerted  that  they 
M^ere  bullied  ifitp  that  meafure  by  Mr.  Pitt.  * 
On  the  whole,  although  the  Rockingham  ad-* 
miniftfation  was  compofed  of  men  vho,  in 
themfelves  and  their  connexions  in  both  houfea 
pf  parliament,  united  a  large  portion  of  ability 
ana  charafter,  yet  then-  ftrength  ^yas  fo  doubt- 
ful, that  the  nation  could  not  with  confix 
dence  expert  their  ftability  and  permanency. 
They  did  not  poffefs  the  efteem  of  the  court, 
were  oppofed  by  a  ftrong  party  in  paaliament, 
Stnd  the  refpeft  of  the  people  towards  tliem  as 
individuals,  was  dimipiflied  by  the  oppofition 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  notion  ^hich  was  care^ 
ftilly  inculcated,  that  by  feparately  accepting 
official  fituations,  they,  diniiniih^d  the  true 
Whigintereft, 

The  utmoft  conceffion,  agreeable  to  the 
views  of  thofe  who  were  ftrcnuous  in  fiipport- 
jngthc  authority  of  Great  Britain,  was  a  partial 

•  Jurkc'^  Work's,  vqU  i.  p.  553. 
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r«€al,  or  modification  of  the  (lamp  aft*    Tliofe  chap. 
%rno  followed  the  principles  laid  down  by  Mn  ^^ 
Pitt,  demanded  a  total  relinquiHiment  of  the     «7*** 
meafure,  and  that  the  affertion  of  the  fupreme 
authority  of  Great  Britain  Uiould  be  accom- 
panied with  an  humiliating  declamtion.    The 
miniftry  purfued  a  middle  couife:    they  re- 
folved  to  repeal  the  tax,   without  fpecifying 
their  reafotis,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  declare 
the  undoubted  right  of  parliament  to  make 
laws  binding  the  Britiili  colonies  in  all  cafes. ** 

To  eftablifli   the  propriety  of  thefe  mea-  *iftjaii, 
fiires,  witneffes  were  examined,  and  particu-  ^fjf4"kii 
larly    Franklin,      His  tettimony,    which    de-  hoiUe. 
ferves  great  attention,  tended  to  prove  the 
damp  duty  in  every  refpett  impolitic,  and  in- 
jurious to  the  countiy ;  that  the  Americans  \ 
would  never  fubmit  to  it,  however  modified, 
unlefs  compelled  by  force  of  arms.     He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  colonitts  would  be  fatisfied 
with  the  repeal,  even  though  an  ait  iliould  be 
pafled  declaring  the  right  of  parliament  to  ini- 
pofe  taxes    at  pleafure;    but    the    affcmblies 
would  never  be  induced,  cither  by  kindnefs  or 
compulfion,  to  reicind  their  refohitions. 

On  application  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  ftamp  aft,  a  motion  to  fubftitutc 
the  words  cvpluin  and  amevd  was  over-ruled. 
The  minority  was  numerous  and  refpe6table, 
both  for  talents  and  property.  ^  Kepealing  and 
declaratory  bills  were  introduced ;  they  were 
careftiUy  moulded  in  ^*committee,  which  fat 
fix  weeks ;  and  after  pafling  the  honfe  of  com- 
inoris,  though  not  witliout  ftrong  debates  and 
diviiions,  were  fent  up  to  the  lords. 

^  Buike*s  Worlcf,  vol.  i.  p.  550.  , 

^  ¥qt  the  ^m^dpoent  c67»  agaiofl  275. 
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CHAP.  Is  the  upper  houfe,  lord  Camden  made  a 
.J^;:^  ftrong  fpeecn  againft  the  declaratory  bill  He- 
Debate*  in  averred,  that  taxation  and  reprefeutatioii  are 
on^tli'dc-  infeparable ;  this,  he  faid,  was  no  novelty ;  it 
ciaratory  did  not  Originate  in  Edward's  or  in  Henry's 
•^*  reign,  but  wais   coeval  with  the  conilitution. 

There  is  not,  he  faid,  a  blade  of  grafs,  grow- 
ing in  the  moft  obfcure  corner  of  this  kingdom, 
which  is  not,  which  was  not  ever  reprefentei 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  conftitution  r  there 
is  not  a  blade  of  grafs  which,  wlien  taxed,  was. 
not  taxed  by  the  confent  of  the  proprietor. 
He  fpoke  with  entJiufiaftic,  but  perhaps  exag- 
gerated admiration  of  Locke's  principle,  that 
the  fupreme  power  cannot  take  from  any  mail- 
any  part  of  his  property  without  his  own  con^- 
fent,  and  refufed  his  afl'cnt  to  any  bill  for  tax- 
ing the  American  colonies,  while  they  remain- 
ed  unreprefented. 
Cn*c  re-      The  repealing  a6l  met  with  a  ftill  more  dc- 
^^]*^^      termined  oppofition.     On  the  fecond  reading 
iit'h  Mar.  a  ftreuuous  debate  took  place,  and  the  ma- 
jority ovk  the  divifion  was  by  no  means  flatter- 
ing t9.  thp  miniftiy ,  ^     A  maficrly  proteft  wa^ 
entered  on  the  journals  by  thirty^-three  peers. 
»7th.         On  the  third  reading  there  was  a  fimilar  debate, 
and  a  new  proteft,  of  equal  force  and  impor- 
tance, figned  by  twenty-eight. 
Aaof  itt-      In  addition  to  thofe  two  bills,  another  was 
dcmnity.     p^fled  for  indemnifying  thofe  who  had  ti-anf- 
a6ied  bufinefs,  and  giving  validity  to  writings 
executed  without  ftanips.  .  A&s  were  likewife 
framed  for  repealing  feveral  duties  fecuring 
the  trade  of  America,  and  opening  free  port* 
in  Jamaica  and  Dominica. 
iCtliFcb.        Petitions  were  prefoii ted  from  the  couiw 
Cydcraa    |ies  affeflcd  by  tlic  excife  on  cyder,  praying 

*  Contcntt  xos,  non-contents  71% 
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<br  Tclicf.     Accordingly,  in  a  committee  of  chap, 
ways  and  means,  a  bill  was  ordered  for  repeal-    ^i?^ 
ing  fo  much  of  that  law  as  afieded  private      »7««. 
perfons ;  and  afterwards  paffed.  • 

The  queftion  of  g€neral  warrants  was  re-  »,d April, 
fumed  under  the  aufpices  of  the  miniftiy,  and  General 
occafioned  fcveral  debates  and  motions.      It  ^^^^ 
was  at  length  refolved,  after  various  amend-  iUegai« 
meats,  that   "  a  general  M'arrant  for  feizing  asih. 
**  and  apprehending  any  perfon  or  perfons,  be- 
"  ing  illegal,  except  iiv cafes  provided  for  by 
•*  the  aft  of  parliament,  is,  if  executed  on  a 
•*  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  a  breach 
•*  of  privilege/'    A  bill  to  reftrain  the  ifliiing  i9ih.. 
of  warrants  for  feizing  papers,  except  in  cafes 
of  treafon,  or  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
under  certain  regulations,  went  through  the 
houfe  of  commons,  but  was  thrown  out  by  the 
Jords.     An  attempt  was  made  to  introduce 
another  bill,  for  preventing  the  feizure  of  per  • 
ions  by  general  warrants,  but  failed  of  fuc- 
cefs.     The  refult  of  thde  proceedings  was,  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  agiecd  with  tiie  juds^es 
on  the  illegality  of  apprehending  any  peifon 
by  ^  geneml  warrant,  in  cafes  of  mere  con- 

«  This  re|ieal  appeai-s  rather  to  htrt  been  an  attempt  to  gain 
popularity,  than  a  meafure  of  found  judgment.  Lord  North,  at  a 
fubfequent  period  (i8th  May,  1774)  Tpcakincr  of  the  op}x>rition  to 
thi*  tazy  and  the  motives  for  its  repeal,  ufed  the  following  ex- 
preffions,  **  Let  gentlemen  on  the  other  iidt  of  the  houfe  rede6t  on 
f*  a  tax  which  was  laid  upon  tlie  nip.tureK  confideratio: ,  upon  a  con- 
«<  fnmftfion  not  taxed  before,  called  for  by  evei^'tiile  of  equality^ 
*<  and  ib  light,  tbougti  at  the  fan^e  time  produ^ive*  that  fcarcely 
**  any  body  could  feel  it.  Every  gentleman  will  fee  I  mean  the 
«  cyder  tax.  That  tax,  againll  Which  there  never  were  two  fylKibka 
**  of  common  fenfs  urged,  was  repealed  upon  the  cry  of  liberty  be- 
*<  ing  in  danger:  the  excifeman  wHl  invade  our  houfts,  cafUes  if 
^<  you  pieafe ;  yet  a  fmall.  compofition  would  have  kepi  out  the  ex* 
•<  cKeman,  fo  that  to  a  gentleman  of  four  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
**  the  payment  would  have  amounted  only  to  forty  (killings  a  year, 
M  Unhappily,  however,  for  this  cotmtry,  the  cyder  counties  gave 
M  ui  ^napcirrs,  ^nd  ihe  tax  was  repealed.'*  . 
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ftruclive  delinquency,  and  therefore  declared 
that  a  member  of  parliament  fo  illegally  ap- 
prehended,  had  a  right  to  complain  of  a  breach 
of  privilege. 

An  a^t  for  reftraining  the  importation  of 
foi'eign  filks,  occafioned  a  joyful  and  numerous 
procejlion  of  the  Spital-fields  weavers,  and,  as  a 
Icarcity  of  com  was  apprehended,  meafures 
were  taken  to  iufure  a  more  copious  proviiion^ 
to  prevent  exporfcition,  and  to  enforce  the 
laws  againft  monopoly,  fordtalling,  and  re- 
grating.  '  • 

Besides  thefe  parliamentary  tranfaClions,  the 
minifiry  concluded  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Kuffia ;  obtained  from  France  a  liquidation  of 
thofe  bills,  which  lince  the  ceflion  of  Canada 
were  left  in  anunfettlcd  ftate;  revifed,  and  put 
in  a  train  of  fatisfaftory  adjuftment,  the  long 
deferred  Manilla  ranfom,  and  made  vigorous 
remonftmnces  to  the  court  of  France  for  the 
demolition  of  Dunkirk  harbour,  which  pro- 
duced fome  effect.* 

But  although  many  of  thefe  efforts  wcra 
important,  and  apparently  calculated  to  gratify 
the  public,  the  admiiiiihatiou  Mas  not  po^ 
pular.  They  were  confidercd  by  fome  as  offi- 
cious intruders,  who  weakened  the  true  Whig 
intereft,  by  keeping  Mr.  Pitt  out  of  place  ;^  by 
others  as  mere  engines,  employcfl  to  annul 
fome  late  unpopular  meafures,  but  who  dared 
not  purfue  an  independent  fyftcm  of  condurt, 
and  who,  in  affetting  to  countem6l  lord  Bute's 
plans,  did  not  venture  to  remove  his  agents 
from  their  pofts.* 

f  Dehretf  6  debates.    Journals.    The  parliament  was  prorogued 
tht  161  h  June. 
I  Burke*8  Works,  vol.  i.  254.,  385. 
'^  Sec  Debrctt*s  Del>atet,  vol.  i? .  p.  358. 
I  Obfcrvatsons  on  the  Late  and  Prcfrnt  A^^minlftraxions,  1765. 
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It  was  obvious,  on  the  prorogation  of  par-  chaf. 
liament,  that  the  miniftry  would  not  long  re-  ^^ 
tain  their  fiation.  Even  before  that  period  17^. 
they  appeared  to  have  adopted  a  fyftem,  and  a 
mode  of  conduft,  which  Mas  not  agreeable  to 
the  fovereigm  One  caufe  of  offence  was  the 
delay  in  applying  to  parliament  for  a  provifion 
for  the  king  s  younger  brothers.  The  miniliers 
had  given  ftrong  hopes  of  obtaining  it,  but 
afterwards,  through  inattention  or  cmbarrafl* 
nient^  omitted  carrymg  their  proniifes  into  ef- 
fect till  the  committee  of  fupply  was  clofed.  ^ 
.  Skxsible  that  adminillration  poUcflcd  Dokcof 
neither  extenlive  popularity,  nor  the  c-onfi*  Giafton 
dence  of  tlie  crown,  the  duke  of  Grafton  re-  '*^''S"»- 
figned  the  fcals  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  whicli  be- 
ing refufed  by  lord  Hardwicke,  Mere  delivered 
to  the  duke  of  Richmond ;  lord  IlardM  icke, 
however,  accepted  a  feat  in  the  cabinet  council, 
and  thus  lent  his  aid  to  the  adminiftration,  al- 
though he  declined  a  fituation  att(  nded  M'ith 
emolument  The  duke  of  Grafton  Juftilicd  his 
refignation  by  declaring  that  the  miniUry  want- 
ed ftrengtli  to  guide  the  helm  M'ith  fuccefj*. 
He  did  not,  he  faid,  obje^it  to  the  perlons,  or 
the  proceedings  of  thofe  whom  he  quitted,  but 
Avas  convinced  Mn  Pitt  alone  could  give  tlieni 
ftrength  and  folidity.  Under  him  he  u  ould  be 
willing  to  ferve  in  any  capacity,  not  only  as  a 
general  officer,  but  as  a  pioneer,  and  Nvould 
take  up  a  fpadc  or  a  mattock.  Actuated  by 
the  fame  fentiments,  fevcral  other  pcrlbns  oV 
great  talents  and  popularity  refufed  otficcs  ten- 
dered by  the  miniftry.  Confideriug  tlufe  cir* 
eumftances,  it  ill  became  the  Rockingham  ad- 
Buniftration  to  attribute  their  lofs  of  power  to 

k  From  private  information. 
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CHAP,  a  cabal,  a  double  cabinet ^  or  a  clofet  junta, 
*^    efpecially  after  general  Conway's  declaration 


»?•«.     that  he  neither  knew,  faw,  or  felt  a  fecret  in- 
fluence. * 

Intrigue  of      The  immediate  caufe  of  the  difmiffion  of 
the  lord      the  miniftry  is  attributed  to  an  intrigue  of  the 
chancellor,  j^^.  j  chancellor  Northingtort,  who  had  long  con- 
templated their  feeble  ftatc,  and  meditated  their 
Jnae.        overthrow*  Soon  after  the  prorogation  of  parlia* 
ment,  the  affairs  of  Canada  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  council.  The  proclamation  ifiued  in 
1 764,  by  which  all  the  laws  of  GreatBritain  were 
introduced  into  theiiew  accmifitions,  occafion-- 
ed  great  confufion  and  diicontent     The  na- 
tives complained  that  their  laws  of  property 
were  overturned,  and  new  ones  eftabhihed,  to 
the  principles  of  which  they  were  ftran^ers,  and 
even  unacquainted  with  the  language  m  which 
the  decifiona  of  the  judges  were  to  be  pro- 
nounced.     Lieutenant  general  Munay^   go- 
vernor of  the  province,  had  framed  feveral  or- 
donnances  in  purfuance  of  the  proclamation, 
but  the  board  of  trade,  in  their  report,  confide*- 
cd  them  injudicious,  and  fome  new  regulations 
were  evidently  neceffary.    The  papers  relative 
to  thefe  difputes  had,  according  to  cuftom,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  winter,  been  tranfmitted  from 
the  council  office  to  Meffrs.  Yorke  and  De 
Grey,  the  attorney  and  folicitor  general,  who 
from  that,  and  other  information  which  they 
cottefted,  prepared  a  report  for  the  confider- 
ation  of  the  cabinet.     This  report  contained  a 
plan  for  the  civil  government  of  Quebec ;  the 
principal  feature  of  which  was  to  leave  to  the 
natives  their  ancient  rights  of  property,' or 

I  See  Thoughts  on  tlie  Caufe  of  the  Prefent  Difeontcnts.   Burke's 
Works,  vol.  i.  faj/iin^  and  particularly  p. 440, 
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civil  laws,  and  to  temper  the  ricjourof  their  CHAP» 
critninal  code,  by  the  more  equitable  and  li-  .^^i^^ 
beralfyftem  of  Englilh  jurifprudence.  At  the  »7<>6, 
firft  meeting  of  the  cabinet  to  confider  of  this 
fabje6ty  wliich  took  place  at  the  lord  chancel- 
lor's houfe,  he  declared  an  entire  difupproba* 
tion  of  the  report,  objefted  to  fome  particalar 
regulations,  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  no 
propofition  iliould  be  fancHoned  by  the  cabi- 
net, till  they  had  procured  a  complete  code  of 
the  laws  of  Canada ;  a  fuggefiion  which  would 
occafion  a  delay  of  a  wliole  year :  tlie  lord 
chancellor,  atfo  complained  ot  fome  flight  hii-' 
fiances  of  inattention  which  he  had  experi- 
enced: the  meeting  was  diffolved  without 
forming  any  definitive  refolution,  and  before 
a  new  one  could  be  convened,  the  lord  chan- 
cellor declared  his  refolution  to  attend  no 
more.  The  reft  of  the  cabinet,  confidering  the 
bufinefs  of  futficient  importance  to  demand 
their  immediate  attention,  held  two  more  meet- 
ings at  the  duke  of  Richmond's  houfc  at  White- 
halL  The  attorney  general,  who  had  princi- 
pally framed  the  report,  and  the  folicitor  ge* 
neral,  affiftcd;  Mr.  Yorke  gave  the  cabinet 
ample  information  on  the  principles  by  which 
he  was  guided,  and  obviated  every  objection  to 
its  final  adoption,  by  propofing  that  it  fliould 
be  fent  to  Quebec  for  the  inlpct'tion  of  go- 
vernor Carleton,  and  the  colonial  crown  law- 
yers, and  fubmitted  to  their  confideralion,  with 
inftruftions  to  return  it  correfted  according  to 
iheir  judgment,  with  a  complete  code  of  the 
laws  ana  ordonnances  of  Canada.  At  the  4ihjuly. 
laft  of  thefe  cabinet  councils  every  difficulty 
appeared  to  be  obviated ;  lord  Egmont,  who  re- 
commended the  mealurc  of  confulting  the  at 
tori^ey  and  folicitor  general,  w^ent  out  of  town,  • 
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declaring  his  willingnefs  to  confide  his  jud^» 
ment  to  their  decifion ;  and  the  attorney  general 
hiitifelf,  conceiving  his  prefence  no  longer  re*^ 
quifite,  retired  into  the  country.  At  this 
period  the  liability  of  the  miniflry  was  cx* 
tremely  doubtful,  but  as  the  private  intentions 
of  the  chancellor  were  not  tully  known,  their 
immediate  difmiffion  was  not  expefl^d* 

The  day  fucceeding  the  laft  cabinet  cpun* 
cil,  the  lord  chancellor  in  an  audience  inform* 
ed  the  king  the  niiniftry  could  not  retain  their 
littiations,  that  he  v/otild  not  attend  any  more 
cabinet  meetings,  and  ihould  not  think  it  pro- 
per, under  fuch  circumftanccs,  to  hold  the  great 
IbaL"* 

The  fcfolution  to  difmife  the  miniftry  ^yas 
fpcedily  adopted,  and  the  eyes  of  the  court 
were  naturally  turned  to  Mr.  Pitt,  whofe  pdpu« 
larity  continued  undiminilhed,  and  who  had 
recently  accjuircd  a  larg-e  eftate  from  the  be* 
queft  of  Sir  William  Pynfent.  The  negoti*^ 
ation  was  opened  by  offering  a  carte  blanche  ; 
and  general  Conway,  who  retained  his  fitua-' 
tion  of  fecretary  of  Itate,  aififled  in  making  the 
new  arrangement. 

When  Mr.  Pitt,  thusaffifted,  had  formed 
an  adminilbation,  lord  Tdmple  Avas  fcnt  for, 
and  had  a  conference  with  the  king,  and  with 
lord  Northington.  The  next  day  be  went  to 
^Ir.  Pitt^  who  faid,  as  he  tlwught  lord  Temple 
indifpenfable,  he  had  requefted  the  king  to 
fend  for  him,  and  to  make  him  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury,  and  at  the  fame  time  produced  a  lift 
of  perfons  who  were  to  take  places  under  them, 
and  which  he  added  was  not  to  be  altered. 
Lord  Temple,  hurt  at  this  peremptoiy  declara* 


*  From  private  information^ 
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tion,  complamed  of  ungenerous  treatment,  and   CH  AF.^ 
intimated  tliat  lie  could  not  accept  a  fituation   ^^^ 
of  high  rcfponfi})ility,   Avithout,    at  leaft,    an      '76^« 
equal  fhare  of  power  with  Mr.  Pitt.     During, 
the  conference,  lord  Temple  exerted  every  ef- 
fort to  efteft  an  accommodation :  he  conceded 
that  his  brother,  Mr.  Orenville,  fliould  fupport 
theminiftry  M'ithout  either  place  or  influence: 
he  nominated  earl  Gower  and  lord  Lyttleton 
to  olticial  fituations,  but  they  were1)ercmptori- 
ly  rejefted.     Lord  Temple  faid,  tnis  cpnduft 
ihewol  Mr.  Pitt's  determination  to  be  fole  and 
abfolute  dictator,  to  which  he  would  not  fub- 
mit,  and  clofed  the  conference  with  fome  fc- 
vere  obfervations  on  Mr.  Pitt's  want  of  gene- 
rofUy  and  kindnefs." 

Thus  was  dilTolved,  in  anger,  that  con- 
nection between  the  two  brothers  whicli  had 
fubfilled  fo  many  years ;  which  was  fortified  by 
a  participation  of  ollicial  honours  and  public 
acclamations;  which  was  confidered  too  firm 
for  chance,  and  rather  to  be  ftrengthened  than 
enfeebled  by  time.  • 

Divested  of  fo  refpe6lable  a  coadjutor, 
Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  in  the  formation  of  a  niini- 
ftry,  though  aware  of  being  embarraired  by 
difficulties  hitherto  unforefeen.  But  the  greateil 

n  Lloyd^s  loqoiry  into  the  conduA  of  a  late  right  honourable  com* 
fnoncfy  from  which  the  account  of  this  tranfaAioo  is  copied  into  tht 
life  of  lord  Chatham. 

•  Their  cordial  intima-ry  ^yas  mentioned  in  a  puMication  at  tfcft 
beginning  of  the  year,  in  ibefe  terms:  «  As  to  lord  T.  and  Mr.  P. 
**  they  have  ever  ftnce  their  difmiflion  lived  in  fucb  a  (late  of  the 
»«  warmeft  friendfliip  fur,  and  entire  confidence  in,  each  other,  as 
«  docs  honour  to  the  greatnefs  of  their  minds,  and  that  true  love  of 
«*  their  country  which  is  the  only  ruling  principle  of  both  their  ac- 
•«  tions.  And  for  the  comfort  and  (atisfatSlion  of  the  public,  I  will 
'*  add}  that  the  cordiality  which  fubfifts  between  them  is  fincere  and 
.  **  unalterable,  notwithftanding  the  many  fini(^er  and  infamous  at* 
**  tempts  to  divide  themi  contrived  by  the  favourite  and  the  prefent 
^  mimfters." 

VOL.  I.  K  difficulty 
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CITAP.  (fiffTcuIty  arofe  from  liis  own  ardent  and  de- 
^JJ^  cifive   temper,    aggravated   probably  by  fuf- 
^^-     fferings  arifmg  flrom  ill  health.     The  conlciouf- 
nefs  of  his  extenfive  abilities  and  uncommon 
talents,  which  had  fecured  to  him,  for  fo  long  a 
period,  an  unlimited  afcendancy  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation,  rendered  him  bold  in  his  un- 
dertakings, and  confident  in  his  powers ;  but 
he  was  at  the  fame  time  lofty,  inflexible,  and 
ungracious.     A  kindnefs  offered  by  him  M'as 
fcarcely  lefs  mortifying  than  a  refufal  from 
peifons  endowed  with  greater  fuavity  of  de- 
meanor.    The  ill  effcfts    of  this  failing  had 
been  countei-afled  by  the  more  affable  man- 
ners of  loi-d  Temple;  but  Mr.  Pitt  now  found 
itfubjeftecl  him  to  many  mortifications:  in  fe- 
lefting  a  cabinet,  he  ha,d  no  refource  iu  his  own 
mind,  and  no  mode  of  conciliating  the  efteem, 
or  fatisfyinff  the  expeftations  of  his  coadjutors, 
but  by  the  diftribution  of  penfions. 
Mr.  Pitf «      The  arrangements  were  at  length  made; 
miniftry.     ^j^^  j^j.^  ^f  Grafton,  not  deftined  to  carry  a 
mattock,  but  to  appear  as  a  general  officer, 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  treafury.    Charles 
Townfhend  was  conftituted  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and    entruftcd  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  houfe  of  commons.     I^rd  Shel- 
burn<?  was  appointed  fecretary  of  fiate  for  the 
fcuthem   department.       Lord   Camden,   Mr. 
Pitt's  chofcn  friend,  and  conftant  adherent,  M'as 
raifed  to  the  high  office  of  lord  chancellor. 
The  earl  of  Northington  thus  deprived  of  the 
great  feal,  fucceeded  the  earl  of  Winchelfca  as 
prefident  of  the  council.      The  marquis  of 
Gran  by  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  army. 
If*^'         Mr.  Pitt,  though  in  faft  the  leader  of  the  ad- 
u  pccr?^     miniftration,  took  only  the  office  of  lord  privy 

feal : 
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ftat :  ht  va» created  a  peer  by  the  title  of  earl  ghav* j 
of  Chatham/  ,J^ 

On  the  concltilion  of  thefe  arrangements  the  Rockii^i 
ftocktagham    adminiftration    were  difiniffed ;  *»"»  «^«»»* 
tJiey  retired  from  their  offices  at  the  expreft  SiSL 
command,  as  they    had    accepted    them  at 
the  cameft   requeft,    of  their  royal   mafier.* 
Their  difiniflal  was  no  lefs  ungracious  than" 
fudden,  as  they  were  deprived  of  their  offices 
without  being  accufed  of  any  fault  or  error  in 
coadud.    They  had  the  mortification  of  fee- 
ing many  of  tneir  fubalterns,  and  thole  whom 
they  haci  brought  into  office,  follow  the  fland- 
ard  of  their  rivals ;  the  example  being  fet  by 
general  Conway.  * 

The  marquis  of  Rockingham's  retreat  pro-  comp]?- 
duced  feme  exhibitions  of  regret,  and  a  few  n«?n^«  ?^^ 
attempts  to  render  his  exit  illuftrious ;    but  ^uu  o?*'* 
tiiey  were  merely  perfonal  and  local,  being^  Rocking. 
confined  to  thofe  claffes  of  focietv  who  were  ***"• 
principally  benefitted  byhisadminiftration,  and 
to  thofe  mftri^  where  his  influence  particular-. 
ly  prevailed. 

Lord  Chatiiah  was  afiailed  with  alt  th^  Effbrat* 
virulence  of  party  malice.  He  who  was  lately  f*"^^,^ 
accufed  of  bullying  Rockingham^  was  now  de-  il^m  uapoii 

f  Lord  Northington,  zi  acorapen^On  for  the  difference  betweea 
the  prefidency  of  the  council  and  the  nunc  honourable  and  lucra- 
tive poft  of  chancellor,  received  a  penfion  of  aooo  1.  in  additipn  t» 
the  falar^innexed  to  his  new  fituatton  s  a  penfion  of  4000 1.  for 
life  from  the  iseriod  of  hit  difmifiion  from  the  prefidencvi  and  a  re- 
verfionarj  gift  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  hanaper  in  Chancery  for 
two  lives,  after  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Chandot.  Lord  Caindeo» 
*^aL«  an  indemnity  for  the  loft  he  might  fuflain  by  facrificing  an  cfta^ 
bliftiment  for  life  as  chief  juflice  of  the  Common  Plea^  to  one  of 
more  precarious  tenure,  obtained  a  reverfion  of  the  firtt  lellerihip  o£ 
the  exchequer  which  Ibould  become  racant,  for  his  ion,  and  a  grant 
of  1500I.  a  vear  on  the  Iriih  eftablifhment,  to  commence  from  tbt 
period  when  his  Ion  became  teller  of  the  exchequer.  Mr.  de  Qnf 
was  made  attorney -general  ^  and  Mr.  Willes  foiiciior-gtnfral* 

t  Burke^t  Works»  vol.  I  p<  a$s* 
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CH-AP^  cried  for  Crouching  to  Bute  ;  he  who  hid  fe-: 
yj^;:^  figned  an  official  fituation,  becaufe  he  M'ould 
1766.     not  be  refponfible  for  meafures  which  be  could 
not  guide,  was  now  fuppofed  the  willing  d^^ent 
,  .     .  of  men  whom  he  did  not  approve.     Though  he 
had'  recently  declared  in  parliament,  that  he 
could  not  fubmit  to  be  miniller,  where  he  felt 
341  over-ruling  influence,  and  that  hi8  objec- 
.    tion  to  lord  Bute  was  perfonal,  and  not  na- 
tional ;  lie  was  now  decried  as  the  dupe  of  lord 
Bute,    and    contemptuoiifly  reproached   with 
being  cauglit  in  a  Scotch  trap.     The  city  of 
London,  where  he  had  fo  lately  been  idolized, 
repeatedly  declined  prefenting  an  addrefs  on 
his  appointment/      Every  engine  of  calumny 
'  was  ertiployed  to  render  his  condud  odious: 
•  his  peerage  was  a  never-failing  fource  of  in- 

vective ;  his  quarrel  with  lord  Temple  was  un- 
fparingly  difcuffal,  and  a  pamphlet  of  con- 
fiderable  fize  was  formed  by  the  republication 
of  paragraphs  M'hich  appeareil  agaiuft  him  iu 
thenewfpapers  on  this  iingle  occafion. 

^^       ..    .      r  Lloyd's  Ini|uiry  into.lhe  Condu6l  of  a  Late  Right  Honourable 
Commoner. 
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CHAPTER  THE   TENTH-  '     . 

JHetrofpedixe  view  of  the  afflairs  of  India, — 
Origin  of  ttrritorial  ac(/uiJition  by  the. Eu- 
ropeans.—  Hojiilitics  betueen  the  Fraich 
and  Englijh,  —  Arrangefuents  at  the  peac$. 
— Difputes  of  the  native  princes. — DejlniC" 
tion  of  Delhi. — Independence  of  the  naboh 
e/IabiiJJied.—Jffairs  of  the  Carmtic — a7id 
of  Bengal.  —  Intrigues  of  Javier  A/lif. 
' — SeJge  of  Patna  by  the  Shah  Zaddah,-^ 
Treachery  of  the  young  nabobs  ^Jafficrs  fan, 
— His  Tuifcondudt^  and fuddcn  death.  —  Poji- 
tion  of  Mir  JaJ/ier's  ajjairs. — fhe  Shah 
Zaddali  declared  Great  Mogul. — hiterview 
of  the  Briti/h  council  ztith  Cqffirn  Ally^ 
Jaffkrs  foji'in^laUy  at  Calcutta.  — Expedi- 
tion to  jiloorjhedabad'  —  Revolution  in  Ben- 
gal.— Jafjier  depofed. — Co  (Jim  proclaimed 
Nabob. 

i^iifi  events  of  tlie  laft  ivar,  :thp  convulfcd  chap. 
-■'    liate  of  India,  and  fonic   recent  tranfao-  ,^;^^ 
tions,  produced  a  niaterial  change  iit  the  nature  Rei^o%e<^ 
and  objefls  of  tiie  Ealt  India  Ccnipany  :   a  ofthcl]^ 
commei-cial  fociety  was  railed  into  a  territorial  fairs  9^ 
power,  aml.inftead  of  depeiiiding  on  tlio  native  ^*^^*** 
prinecs  for  protection,  or  pcrmillion  to  esocrcife 
•  commerce,  became  regulators  of'their5}oKticB, 
and  arbiters  of  their  deftiny.    "  • 

Such  a  change,  which  gave  unboundwl 
wealth  to  numerous  individuals,  and  lb  large 
a  Ihare  of  impoitance  to  a  chartered  commer- 
cial alibciation,  could  not  failxbf  exciting  the 
attention  of  the  public;  and  tlic  dftairscif  the 
Eaft  India  Conipanv,  from  the  early  period  of 
the.prefent  reign/ tGimed  a  heading  fubjctl  in 

R  3  the 
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CHAt»«  the  contemplations  of  ilatefmen^  and  in  the 
y^J^^  fpeculations  of  politicians. 
Origin  of       The  acquifition  of  territorial  power  in  In- 
temtoriai    ^[^  \yy  ^^  Europcan  traders,  was  of  recent 
acqoi  ition.  j^^^   ^^^  originated  with  the  French.     Du>- 
pleix,  the  governor  of  their  forces  in  India^ 
"about  the  year  1748,  was  anxious  to  fecurc  to 
his  country  the  commercial  and  political  ad* 
Vantages  arifingfrom  the  pofleffion  of  a  landed 
fettlemcnt     He  commanded  a  larger  nunfber 
'of  troops  than  was  ufually  employed  by  the 
Europeans  in  India ;  and  having  afcertaihed 
the  difpofitions   and   interefts    of  the  native 
fovereio-ns,  commenced  the  execution  of  his 
'magnificent  projeft.      The  fubahihip  of  the 
Deccan,  and  the  nabbbfliip  of  the  Carnatic, 
both  becoming  vacant,  he  eagerly  embraced 
the    favourable  opportunity  of   raifing   two 
princes  to  thofe  fituations,  from  whofe  grati- 
tude, dependency,  or  feeblenefs,  he  formed  the 
greateft  expedations.      By  the  exertions   of 
Bupleix,  Salabat  Jing  was  made  a  fubahdar  of 
the  Decan,  and  Chunda  Saib  nabob  of  the 
Caxnatic. 
Diftrac*         Si.NCJE  the  death  of  the  great  emperor  Au^ 
tionsoftfcc  rengzebe,*  the  mogul  empire  liad  been  torn  by 
wogu  cm.  ^QQ^gf^j^j  diftraflious,  and  defolated  by   fero^ 
cious  invaiions ;  and  the  circumfiances  in  which 
it  was  placed  at  this  period,   were  peculiarly 
favounable  ;tb  the  defigns  of  Dupleix.    Thle 
people  of  Delhi  were  not  recovered  from  the 
dreadful'  devaftations  of  Kadir  Shah,  the  Per^ 
lian,  ^  when  new  irruptions  fucceeded>  and  the 
authority  of  the  defcendants  of  Timur  wias  re- 
chiced  to  the.  loweft  ebb,  by  the  affumed  inde- 
pendence of  the  governors  of  provinces,  who 

•  In  1707.  *  In  J/^S, 

refufcci 


refufed  to  yield  tribute,  or  own  fulyeaion, -to  chAp- 
the  monarch  from  whom  their  power  was  ori-  v^^ 
Igtnally  derived,  Thcfe  claime  of  indepen- 
dency began  in  the  reign  of  Mahomed  Shah.* 
The  weaknefe  of  his  fucceflbr  Ahmed  Shah, 
combined  with  the  embarraifments  to  which  he 
iras  fubjeded  from  the  formidable  attacks  of 
Achmet  Abdalla,  a  fortunate  and  valiant  rebel, 
afforded  the  different  fub^hdars  and  naUql^ 
the  means  of  confolidating  their  power,  ahjti 
rendering  themfelves  fupcrigr  to  control.* . 

In  the  earty  years  of  Ahmed's  reign,  Duplcix 
firft  exerted  himfelf  in  obtaining  territorial  poi^ 
ieffions  in  Hindoftan,  and  for  that  purpofe  dif- 
pofed  of  two  governments  to  princes  whom  he 
employed  as  mere  engines  to  fprward  the 
fchemes  which  flattered  his  aj:dent  imagina- 
tion. 

His  views  were  fully  anfweredbythe  ceiBon  Ambidttn 
of  Pondicherry,    MaiUlipatum,   and  various  ^^Jj^ 
DTOvinces  and  lilands,  which  made  the  French 
jEaft  India  Company  mafters  of  the  poaft  far 
the  fpace  of  fix  hundred  miles,  and  put  them 
in  poffeffion  of  a  t^aft  of  country  more  ex;- 
tenfive  than  all  the  dominions  which  their  kin^ 
poflciTed  in  Europe.    Thefe  important  *acqui- 
litions  incrcaling  the  ambition  and  cupidity  of 
the  French,  tliey  meditated  a  monopoly  of  all 
the  Indian  commerce,  apd  formed  projefts  for 
the  expullion   of  the   oth^r   Eu?ope4n   .co- 
.lonifts.  • 

But  the acquifition  of  fuch^reat  advantages 
by  a  power  fo  refilefs  and  intriguing  as  France, 
could  not  be  regarded  with  indifference  Jbiy  the 

*  He  died  in  174.7* 

'  Dow^8  Hiftory  of  Hindoftan*  vol.  ii.  Appendix. 

*  Raynal's  Hiftory  of  the  Ball  and  Weft  Indies,  Tol.  ii.  b.4« 
Lord  CliTc*!  Letter  to  ihc  Fioprietora  of  India  Stock,  1764,  p.  4. 

E  4  other 


Q48 


Hoftilities 
between 
them  and 
the  £ne- 


ment  at- 
tempted. 


HISTORY   OF  -ENGLAND. 

olh^r  European  nations,  %rho  were  equally  in- 
terefted  in  maintaining  a  certain  fliare  of  in- 
fluence in  India,  and  M'ho  fa^v^  with  regret  anci 
terror  the  progrefs  of  a  fcheme' which  tended  to 
make  the  whole  ipogul  empire  a  dependency 
-ofFi-ance. 

•  Hostilities  were  foon  commenced  be- 
tween the  French  and  Brkilh  forces ;  but  the 
two  countries  being  then' at  peace  they  did  not 
engage  as  principals,  but 'merely  as  auxiliaries 
tothe  different  potentates  of  India,'  whofe 
quarrels  they  affeded  to  efpoufe  for  the  fake  of 
concealing  their  own  views.  In  oppofition  to 
Chunda  Sail),  whom  Dupleix  tiad  nominated 
nabob  of  the  Camatic,  Saunders,  the  Englifti 
governor,  fet  up  Mahomed  Ally,  and  in  the 
names  of  thofe  two  native  prince^,'  the  Euro- 
pean rivals  fought  to  diftrefs  and  fubdue  each 
other.* 

This  war  was  carried  on"  with  uncommon 
vigour,  and  with  various  fuccefs,  for  fw  years  ; 
when  efforts  Aycre  made,  by  the  cabinets  of 
London  and  Verfailles,  to  terminate  boftilities, 
Vhich  it  was  fnppofcd  could  not  be  much 
longer  confined  to  the  continent  of  Afia.  *  The 
.  bafis  of  the  propofed  accommodation  M-as  a 
prqjcd  for  cftablifliing  a  perfect  equality  of  ter- 
ritory, of  ft  rcr.gtb,  and  of  trade,  on  the  coafts 
of  Coromandel  and  Orixa:  /  The  terms  were 
arranged  between  gienenil  Sdunders,  and  M, 
Godeheu,  but  had  not  yet  received  a  final 
fanftlon  in  England  an cr  France,  when  Xviir 
was  declared  between  thofe  countries,  in  con- 
fcquenice  of  difputes  rel.ati ve  to  America.**  * 

f  Hiftory  and  management  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  p.  i  iq. 
f  In  1750.  *  See  Lord  Clive'8  Letter  to  the  proprietors  of  ludiai 
Stock,  p.  5. 

^  Raynars  Hiftory  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  vol.  ii.  b.  4,   ' 
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DvPLEix  was  no.w  removed,  and  replaced 
by  the  unfortimate  Lally ;   the  flames  of  %var   ^ 
again  raged  in  India,  and  the  Englifh,  after  EvcntiTir 
fuftaining  many  reverfes,  finally  fucceeded  in  ^  ^"^ 
reducing  every  place  pofleffed  by  the  enemy, 
Avhofe  power,  after  the  capture  and  defrru^ion 
of  Pondicherry,  feemed  to   be   irretrievably* 
loft. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  Great  Britain  and  Arrange.* 
France,  with  refpeft  to  their  Indian  territories,  SJ^°pcw!L 
when  the  treaty  for  peace  was  coinmenccd 
in  1762.  The  importance  of  the  accjuifi- 
tions  made  by  the  EngHfli  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany were  fully  appreciated  by  the  minifter, 
and  he  was  properly  tenacious  of  their  interefts. 
At  an  early  period  of  the'  negotiation,  he  ap- 
plied to  the  court  of  dirc^^ors  for  jnfiru6>ion*s  ' 
m  fettling  tlie  affairs  of  India.*  Before  the 
court  gave  the  required  determination,  the 
duke  of  Bedford  figncd  the  preliminaries;  and 
an  article  contained  in  them  relative  to  the 
Carnatic,  appearing  to  lord  Bute  fiibverfive  of 
the  benefits  to  be  expected  from  the  fnccefles 
of  the  Britilh  arms;  lie  immediately  informed 
the  duke  it  was  jnadmiflible.  "  Worn  out,"  he 
faid,  "  as  we  are,  and  loaded  with  debt,  we 
**  muft  however  continue  the  war,  if  that  arti- 
"  cle  is  not  altered."  This  refolute  renion- 
ftrance  had  the  defired  efl'ecl ;  the  treaty  was 
revifed,  and  rendered  agreeable  to  the  Eaft  In- 
dia Company.'' 

Yet  lord  V'live  animadverted  on  this  part  of  obfenra- 
the  treaty  with  fonic  dilapprobation.     He  ad-  Jo^^ciLc. 
mits  that  it  is  calculated  to  fccure  to  the  com- 
pany the  benefits  they  had  a  right  to  expert 
from  their  general's  fiiccefs,  and  that  upon  tire 

i  SmoIIetfs  complete  Hiftory  of  England,  vgj.  j^vi.  p.  209, 

1^  FfQin  prlvatpip  forma  lira ,  ^ 

whole 
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CHAP.  "Vfhole  it  -is  highly  advantageous  ;  but  he  «x- 
y^^;,^  pofcs  fome  geographical   and  topographical 
errors^   and  condemns  tlie  mauner  in  which 
Salabat  Jing   and    Mahomed    Ally  are  ac- 
knowledged, as  pregnant  with  future  hofti- 
lities.' 
Difputesof      The  enfeebled  ftate  of  the  French  did  not 
the  native    authorizc  the  company  to  dread  a  Ipeedy  ac- 
pruDces.      complifliment  of  his  lordlliip'.s  prediction  ;  but 
the  diftraftions  and  crimes  which  pervaded  aH 
j)arts  of  India,  engc^idcred  luch  extraordinary 
and  fuddcn  revolutions,  that  .the  Britifli  fub- 
jecJs  could  not,  confiftently  Vith  their  own 
fafety  and  well-being,  defifttVom  taking  part  in 
thofe  quarrels,  which  in  their  origin  and  con- 
du&  threatened  the  Britifh  poMcr  with  utter 
infitiertee    Tuin.      Being  oncc  engaged,  their  aftivity,  va- 
ofiheEng.  \cyi\r,  and  impoitance  gave  them  great  influence, 
and  intitled  them  to  high  confideration ;  the{r 
aid  was  courted  by  all  parties,  and  the  ovej- 
throw  of  the  Frcncli  power  leaving  tliem  with- 
out an  adequate  counterpoife,  they  became  ir- 
refiftible  in   feveral  provmces  of  India.      To 
explain  this  afcendancy  a  brief  retrofpecl  wijl 
.be  neceflary. 
SubYcrfion.      The  fuprcme  authority  of  the  mogul  throne 
«*Jtowciv^'^  completely   deftroved.     Allumguire,   the 
'  fucceffor  of  Ahmed  Shan,  owed  his  acceifion  to 
the  treachery  of  his  vizier  Ghazi  ul  Dien,  and 
he  foon  found  that  in  receiving  fo  high  a  pro- 
*    motion  from  the  hand  of  a  tr,aitor,  he  made 
himfelf  a  tool  to  promote  views  of  ambition  in 
which  his  own  intereft  was  not  confulted.     The 
infolence,  cruelty,  and  rapacity  of  Ghazi  Mere 
.exctflive,  and  his  authority  fo  fcimidable,  that 
Allumguire  was  compelled  to  conljpirc  ftcretly 


>  Lord  Clivt't  Letter,  &c.  p.  9. 
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ift^atDit  him*    Tl)» mcafuce yfus not  attended  c h a f. 
with  fuccefs ;  and  Alliunguire,  together  with  ^^L^ 
^k  fon  Ally  Gohai\  were  for,  ibme  time  de^ 
^tamod  pnfoners.    Ally  Cohar,  alfo  known  by 
the  titk  of  the  Shah   Za^dah,"  at    lengtb      ' 
icfcaped,  and  iignalized  himfelf  by  -fome  ex- 
plots  in  Ben|j;al9  which  will  he  -related  here- 
after.     Hig  talher  was^  in  1760,  bafely  and 
crucUv  aflaflinated  the  by  visier  Gha^i,  who 
^placed  on  the  throne  a-prince  of  tlie  blood, 
^amed  Shah  Jehan. 

Tbi8  treachery  .occafioned  the  xuin  of  the  l>dinic« 
city  of  Delhi-  Achmet  Abdalla  taking  ad-  ^^^ 
vantwe  of  the  feeble  iiatc  of  the  eznf  ire,  was 
joined  by  Nidgib  ul  Dowlah,  an  o£6icer  of  the 
late  mogu]^  who  was^lughly  incenfed  at  Ghazi*^ 
treachery;  they  .invaded  t)clhi,  plundered  the 
finhalHtants,  and  after  a  xnalfacre  which  lafted 
-fcven  days  without  intermiflion,  fet  tl>e  city  on 
.  £re  in  feveral  places.*  The  mifcry  of  the  Del- 
Jiians  was  completed  by  aft  irruption  of  the 
Mahrattas,  who  founds  even  in  the  leavings  of 
the  barbarous  Abdalla,  fome  fpoils  which  ex- 
cited rapacity.  They  not  only  plundered  theie 
unfortunate  wretches  of  their  remaining  pro- 
perty, but,  after  dripping  tliem  naked,  whipped  '  ; 
them  throuffh-  the  ftrccts,  and  left  tliem  vic- 
tims to  all  tne  miferics  of  famine  and  defola- 
tioQ,  which  produced  fuch  fcenes  as  cannot 
be  contemplated  without  horror  and  di%uft 
Thus  the  imperial  city  of  Delhi,  which  in  the 
days  of  its  glory  was  faid  to  contain  two  mil- 
lions of  people,  bccan^c  almoft  a  )ieap  of  rub- 

n  In  1757,  • 

»  Shah  Zaddafa  fignifies  the  king^t  fon,  and  ^ly  Gohar  wtt^if- 
fingui(h<:d  by  that  title  during  his  farher*8  lift.  Sec  Dow's  Hi/lory  gf 
Uiniiottan,  vol.  ii.  p._^76,    Ai>p€nUa. 

^  ill  17^1. 
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CHAP,   bifh,  and  thus  the  laft  remains  of  the  mogul 
v^*^    power  were  extinguiflied/- 
Theindc-     •  'Af  TER  the  depreflioTi  of  tW  fupreme  aiitho- 
^"thr^a.   rity  in  Ilindoftan,  the  claims- of- Ihe  country 
bobscfta-    potentates,  and  eVen  of  the  "European  fettters, 
bliiked.      'became  'nioie  generally  acknowledged,   and 
their  afc'endancy  inore* firmly  eftaBliflied.    The 
anxiety  and  jeiloufies-  attehdtfnt  on  a  recent 
^equifftion  of  •4bvetreignty,  -Und  the  want  of 
ftabiHty  whtch  aetojTipaiMCs  «  contefted  claim, 
laid  the  foundations  of  ftifure  ariiniolTties,  as 
well  bcfwaen  the  native  princesand pretenders, 
as  between  them  and  theEnglifh  company.- 
AiTiJrsof       MAHoi^ED  AiLY,  liabob  of  tliG  Camatir, 
fhc  Caina-  gratefrfl  for  the  fupport^lie'conftantly  received 
"*^'  'from  ^he  Engli/h,  w^'irt^allfifnes  a  ilcady  ami 

affe^ionate  adherent  to  their  -kiterefts.     Dur- 
ing  the  war,  his   liberality  was    difplayed  in 
•the  nioft  confpiruous  manner,  by  ample  dona- 
tions and  military  aid,  exceedhftg  the  fcope  of 

*  reafonable  cxpe^ation,    and  were  often  ren- 
dered ad<iitionally  \\  elcome  and  honourable  by 

"being  iiitirely  niifolicited.      T4ie  friendfliip  of 
'^tllis  prince  was  ever  i)rodu6iive  of  the  higheft 

benefits  to  the  company.^ 
Of  Bengal.       l^T  bengal  a  more  turbulent  difpofition  was 

difplayed  ;  there  the  Britifli  power  was  not  only 

endangered,  but  brought  to  the  very  brink  of 
-ruin.  For  fome  time  after  the  depoCtion  and  death 
•of  Surajah  Dowlab,'  his  fucceffor  Mir  Jaffier 
-Ally- continued  to  exhibit  the  moft  frrendly 
•fentirrients  towards  the  Engljfh,  to  whom  lie 

was  een£ci<Mis  that*  he  chietK'OM.ed  hh  eleva- 
'  tion ;  but  at  length   the  derangement  of  his 

T  l>ow*s  Hi  firry  ofHmdoflan,  vol.  n.  Appfncitx. 
H  Hiftory  ariJt  mnnppemVnt  of  the  JiMl  Indi:»  Company,  p.  ijz.-— 
TBtate  of  fafts  iclativf  lo  TaDJbre,  p.- 19.  *  "^ '       '    ** 

-»  Set  Smolleif  s  liiilory,  vol.  iv.  p.  120. 

*  •  *  finances. 
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finances,  and  the  intrigues  of  his  fenants,  a£l-*  chap* 
ing  upon  a  jealous  and  tyrannical  difpoliti(m,    x^^?^^ 
produced  a  feries  of  complicated  altercations    ^^^3K 
on   both   fides,    which  terminated  in   an  in- 
Teterate  averfion.* 

Mir  Jaffier  was  feeble,  treacherous,  and  intrijruet 
cruel;  and  his  neceflities  compelled  him  to  ]{^^    . 
have  recourfe  to  fuch  oppreflive  meafures  as    *     '     . 
alienated  the  hearts  of  his  fubjedis.     His  fon 
Miran,   a  weak  and  voluptuous  youtli,   was 
conftantly  formins?  projects  for  ihakiug  off  all 
connexion  with  the  Eugliili;  he  reprefcnted  to 
bis  father,  that  until  he  relieved  himielf  from 
fuch  dependence/  his  government,  was  merely 
nominal. 

These  remonftrances  had  the  intended 
effe6it,  and  the  Englifli  were  in  danger  of  being 
the  viStims  of  fome'  grand  etfbrt  of  force  or 
treachery,  when  the  Shah  Zaddah  invaded  1759* 
Bengal,  and  laid  fiege  to  Patna.  JVIir  Jaffier'$ 
cruelty  and  injuftice,  together  with  other  mo- 
tives of  felfiflmefs  and  intereft,  which  have 
confiderable  influence  among  the  Afiatic  po- 
tentates, induced  many  of  his  fubjeSs  and  dc-  j 
pendents  to  join  the  Shah  Zaddah,  who  would 
probably  have  furmounted  all  refiftauce,  had 
not  colonel  Clive,  by  a  mallerly  and  rapid 
march,  arrived  unexpectedly  before  Patna, 
and  compelled  the  prince  to  raife  the  liege  with 
precipitation. 

Despaiuxng  of  fuccefs  while  the  Englifli  Offuwof 
were  numbered  among  his  foes,  tlie  Shah  Zad-  zaddah!! 
dali,  more  than  once,  wrote  to  Clive,  oifering 
any  terms  for  the  company,  and  for  himfelf.  If 
he  would  quit  Mir  Jather,  and  join  him.     The  Jan.  1760. 
colonel,  urged  by  every  motive  of  policy  and  ^'^'^*^"" 

England* 
•  Txanfii£lioTis  in  India,  p.  37« 

honour, 
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CHAP.  heJnouT,  refuted  thefe  outers,  and  at  length  re«^ 
,^J^^  turned  to  Europe,  where  be  was  rewarded  vith 
a  peerage  of  Ireland. 

The  command-  of  the  army  now  devolved, 
on  colonel  Caillaud,  and  the  prefidencj  of  the 
council  on  Mr.  Holwell  till  a  new  preiident 
Siegcof  ihould  arrive.  The  Shah  Zaddah,  at  the  head  oi 
Faiaa*  thirty  thoufand  men,  renewed  his  attempt  oa 
Patna.  The  hatred'  in  which  Mir  Jaffier  was 
held,  combined  with  the  abience  of  the  Enjf** 
Bfli  forces,  gave  the  Shah  Zaddah  reafooaUe 
profpeftsof  fuccefe;  but  the  rajah  Ramnarain, 
-irho  refolutely  defended  his  poft  at  Patna^ 
marched  out,  at  tl>€  head  of  forty  thoufand  mcn^ 
to  keep  the  prince  in  check.  Colonel  Caillaud 
and  Mir  Jaffier  hafi  forwarded  exprefe  iaftruc* 
fions  to  avoid  an  engagement  till  the  European 
troops  with  the  cotenel,  and  the  intended  rcin* 
forcements  under  the  nabob's  font,  could  ad- 
vance to  his  aid.  But  Rainnaraia  eager  to  dif- 
tinguifh  himfelf,  and  relying  on  his  fuperiority 
of  numbers,  refolved  to  hazard  a  battle,  which 
he  hoped  would  fignalizc  his  valour,  an^  di* 
miriifli  the  importance  of  the  Englifli  auxili* 
ariei.  Independently  of  tlie  inftruAions  he 
had  received,  common  prudence  fuggefted  the 
impropriety  of  this  meafure ;  for  the  rajah  was 
acquainted  with  the  treacherous  difpoiition  of 
many  of  his  affociates,  and  knew  that  from  their 
hatred  of  Mir  Jaffier  nothing  could  be  more 
probable  than  their  ina6tivity  at  leafr,  if  not 
their  defertion. 

The  event  was  conformable  to  thefe  ex* 
peftations;  Ramnarain  fought  with  great  va-» 
lour,  and  was  feverely  wounded  in  the  com- 
bat; but.  was  defeated.  His  ill  fuccefs  was, 
in  a  great  degree,  attributed  to  three  of  the 
principal  rajahs  who  commanded  under  him, 
'6  and 
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and  by  fignal  a6b  of  perfidy  turned  the  fortime  chap. 
of  the  day.  Rainuarain,  too  defirous  of  diftin-  ^^^^^ 
guiiliing  himfelf,  polled  the  fe>^  Englifti  troops  1760- 
who  formed  a  part  of  his  army  at  a  great  dif- 
tifiUce  frojTi  his  perfon.  One  of  the  treacherous 
rajahs  attacked  thefe  troops,  and  thus  divertefi 
their  attention  from  the  enemy:  another  of 
the  rajahs  fell  on  Ramnarain's  rear;  andathirA 
quitted  the  field  in  the  heat  of  the  action. 
Ramnaratn  continued  tlie  engagement  to  the 
laft  extremity ;  but  as  the  greater  part  of  his 
army  wsis  fled,  and  he  in  danger  of  being 
made  prifoner,  he  called  in  the  aiVi fiance  of  the 
Englilh,  who  fent  fome  fcapoys  to  his  relief, 
and  brought  him  in  fafety  off  the  field.  The 
Englilh  made  an  orderly  retreat,  and  fuch  wa* 
the  ter^>r  excited  by  tlieir  prowefs,  that  they 
were  fuffered  to  march  off  without  mterrup- 
tion. 

The  prince,  encouraged  by  fuccefe,  afi;ai» 
laid  fiege  to  Patna;  but  Ramnarain,  wnofer 
wounds  did  not  hinder  him  from  adopting  re- 
quifite  mcafures  for  the  protedion  of  the  city^ 
was  now  anxious  to  repair  by  prudence  the 
effefts  of  his  late  mifcondudl.  To  th&  ordinary 
means  of  defence  he  added  a  fmall  fhai^  o( 
Gentoo  duplicity ;  and  by  giving  the  beliegers^ 
hopes  of  a  furrender,  ami  fome  other  fineUes^ 
contrived  to  amufe  him  tHi  colonel  Caillaud 
^nd  the  young  nabob  were  arrived  within  a  ihort 
diftance  of  Patna. 

The  Shah  Zaddah,  fenfible  of  liis  ewo?  in  Tct^ahtrf 
faffering  this  delay,  marched  againil  the  young  ^^1.^ 
nabob,  and  offered  him  battk.     Miran,  who  bob. 
oa  many  occafions  (licwed  a  fixed  refolution  to 
impede  the  meafures  propofed  by  the  council, 
delayed  the  engagement  for  two  days.     It  ttr-  »»<*  F<k 
minated    advantageouily  to   the    nabob,    al-    . 

though 
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CHAP,   though  in  the  onfet,  and  throughout  the  whole 

,^;^^    of  the  day,  he  difplayed  fo  little  (kill,  and  a 

*7^     difpofition  fo  intrafitable,  that  the  valour  and 

conduct  of  the  Englifh  alone  prefcrved  hiai 

from  falling  a  facrifice  to  his  own  temerity  and 

want  of  judgment. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  battle,  Miran,  who 
was  flightly  wounded,  obftinately  rejefted  Cail 
laud's  propolitiou  to  detach  a  force  in  purfuit 
of  the  defeated  enemy ;  but  retired  to  Patna, 
where  he  continued  immerfed  in  fenfuality, 
and  deaf  to  advice.^  His  more  prudent  ad- 
verfary  collected  his  fcattered  forces  at  Baliar, 
and  carried  his  arras  into  the  heart  of  llengaL 
Mirany  after  a  week  of  indolent  voluptuouf- 
•jthFeK  iiefs,  commenced  his  march,  and  was  furprized 
with  the  information  that  his  cidverfary  had 
preceded  him  by  two  days. 
TbcShah  The  Shah  Zaddah,  dire6liug  his  courfc  by 
^chesto  ^^  unfrequented  pafs,  experienced  many  dc- 
Moorflie-  lays.  TUc  Engl  if li  troops,  and  thofe  of  the 
nabob,  clofely  followed  him,  and  fent,  by  a 
inore  eafy  route,  exprefles  to  Mir  Jafiier  at 
Moorlliedabad,  who  was  no  iboncr  apprized  of 
his  danger  than  he  collected  an  army  for  the 
defence  of  his  capital,  and  being  joined  by  two 
Jiundred  Europeans  from  Calcutta,  took  the 
field. 

Ix  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  Shah  Zaddah 
advanced  within  thirty  miles  of  Moorilieda- 
had ;  but  here  his  good  fortune  terminated. 
The  courage,  promptitude,  and  wifdom,  which 
didated  his  inroad,  fecmed  fuddcnly  to  defert 
him,  and  he  wanted  vigour  to  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  favourable  pofition.     Mir  Jaf- 

t  See  colonel  Cailland's  evidence  before  the  coinmittee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons.  Rcpoits  of  committees  to  the  boufe  oi  com- 
'mons,  vol  ill.  p.  isS« 

fier. 


^bad* 
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fief,  unaided  by  his  fon,  and  tke  great  body  'CHaf. 
of  Englilh  troops,  marched  out  of  Mooriheda-    ^;^ 
bad,  and  had  he  been  fuccefsftiUy  attacked  he^     17^- 
fore  the  expcded  junfiion^  the  capital  of  Ben'-  . 
gal  was  loft.     But  the  Shah  Zaddah  wafted  his 
time  in  unavailine  confaltations,  till  Mir  Jaf^  4th  April, 
fier  and  bis  fon  Tormed  a  jun6Ban  of  their 
forces  near  Burdwan.  . 

Dispositions  were  immediately  made  for  6thApra, 
lEittacking  thfe  prince,  and  CaiUaud  a^n  ex-  Rmrnsw 
perlenced  the  mortification  of  feeing  his  advice  ^T*    1 
difregarded  by  the  nabob  and  his  fon.    He  pro*        .  .  t 
pofed,  if  they  would  give  him  a  body  of  ca- 
valry, and  fome  fpare  horfes  to.affift  inxaxry- 
ing  the  £uropeans>  who  were  exhaufted  with 
fatieue,  to  attack  the  prince  in  hb  camp  that 
ni^ht.     This  and  other  preffing  folicitations 
bemg  uniformly  receded,  affor&d  the  princfe 
time  to  concert  new  meafures :  finding  hin>- 
felf  completely  difappointed  in  his  hopes  of 
gaining  the  capita^  he  fuddenly  decamped.  » 

Judging  from  this  rapid  and  unexpe6led  movC'- 
ment  that  he  meditated  a  new  attack  on  Patna^ 
colonel  CaiUaud  difpatched  captain  Knox»  at 
the  head  of  a  force  which  was  deemed  fuffi- 
cient)  to  the  relief  of  the  city.  Captain  Knox 
difplayed  the  greateft  vigour  and  alacrity  in 
his  march,  which  he  completed  in  thirteen 
days,  although  the  diftance  was  three  hundred 
miles,  and  he  was  under  the  neccfiity  of  croff- 
ing  the  Ganges  twice.  Yet  the  Shah  Zaddah, 
having  advanced  three  days  before  him,  reach- 
ed the  place  of  his  defiination,  made  two  ge^ 
neral  aiTaults,  and  meditated  a  third,  when 
Knox  appeared.  The  garrifon  was  but  feeble, 
and  great  expectations  were  formed  from  this 
lail  aflault ;  but  the  opportune  arrival  of  the 
Britiih  troops  infpired  the  befieged  with  fo 

vox.  I.  s  great 
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CHAF.  great'a  dcgrtfeofrconfidcftce,  and  ftruckfticfc 

.,^;,^    teiTor.  into  th6  befiegers,  that  the  affault  vrasr 

"^fV^o.     ^cafily  Tepelled  41  and  thus,  for  a  third  time,  Patna 

His  defeat.  -«as  faved  in:  the  mo{Vcritical  emergency.    The 

aexi^day  captain  Kkox,  at  the  head  of  his  whole 

detachment,  attacked  the  prince;  drove  him 

ficom  his  ivories;  ^nxl  compelled  him  to  retreat^ 

in  extreme  %vant,  to  the*  banks  of  the  river 

.    •  Soanc,'fiftyihiies.n!eft  of  Patna. 

SKarwtth    ;.  Nrafaotter  had  the  valour  and  prudence  of 

of  p^**^  Ahe  compMiy'a  fervantfr  refcued  tnis  province 

ikeah. "      Moroni  tiiis  ibrmxdable  and  perfeverin^  enemy, 

than  ancfthtf  difcover^  himielf  m  the  perfoi^ 

oft^ojfcdeim  HoiiflQan,  rajah  of  Purneah,  who 

luavirig   retotned   for  three  years   the    reve^ 

aiddsr^of  his  province  from  Mir  JafRer^  aflem* 

:Wed  a  large  comy,  in  trading  to  join  the  Shah 

»5th  May.  tZaddab ; '  but  the  yonfig  nabob  and  colonel 

Gaillaud  utteidy  defeat^,    and  put  Jiim   to 

flight.       ' 

Negligence  :/1n  thi»  a^ion^  Mimn  behaved  \rlth  his  ac- 

•f  Muau.    cuftonuid-oegiigence  and  obftinacy.     He  halt- 

^.near  .a.  mile  in  tlite  rear  of  the  Britifli  forces^, 

left  thenv  uriluppdrt^d  to  (uftain   aw  unequal 

conflict,  und-after  the  fight^refiifcd  to  rifque  hi* 

tixiops  in  a  {lirfuit;  bywhithmeam  Cuddeim 

efcapcd  M'itli  all  his  tretifures-    When  his  troops 

\cere  r0lVefhed,.at>diie  had^  jjierfuaded  Miran  to^ 

aflifi,  colonel. Caiilaudcommenciedtlie  purfuit; 

-they  followed  the  route  of  ttie  enemy  five  days^ 

\tith  la\X)urable.proipe6i^  of  •  ultimate  fiiccefs, 

*d  July.     when,  the  fudden  dcat^i>t)f  the  ytHiwg  nabob, 

Hiifuddcn  who  was  ftruclv  by.  a  flaili  of  Ifg^tning,   ter- 

****^        minated    the  iexpcdition.     The  "*ve    pierced 

through    the    top '  of    his    tent,    and    as  he 

flept,  killed  him,  and  one  m-  two  attendants. 

Colonel    Caiilaud,    i^^prized    of   this    event, 

,  •  5  '       .  iecured 
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fccufed  the  adherence  of  the  array,  whowodU   chap. 
otherwife,  according  to  their  ufuAl  cuik>n)  oh    ^ 
the  death  of  a  chief,  bare  plundered  the  camp    ^760. 
and  difperfed.  Feaif  ui'  of  probable  diikfters,  he 
haftily  nieofared  back  his  fiept  to  Patna,  and 
diflributed  the  troops  into  winter  quarters*.     . 

A  SHoiiT  time  after  this  tranfaSion,  Mr.  Coionei 
Vanfittort  arriving  at  Calcutta  as  prefident  of  CaiUaud 
the  council,  colonel  Caillaud  was  fummoned  caicutu. 
from  the  army  to  leport  to  the  council  the 
ftate  of  Mir  Jaificrs  affairs.     Before  he  obeyed 
this  order^  he  waited  on  the  nabobs  for  the  pur^ 
pofe  of  confulting  with  him  on  the  untoward 
Appearance  of  circumfiances,  and  recommend^ 
ing  fuoh  meafures  as  would  enable  him  to  take 
the  field  at  an  early  period^  with  advantage! 
Mir  Jaffier  promifed   to   ufc  every  requiiite 
exertion,  and  the  cdlobel  proceeded  to  Fort 
William. 

Althoooh  the  nabob's  promifcs  were  cal-  pofition  of 
culated  to  fatwfy  Caillaud,  it  was  equally  re-  J**r^*J" 
mote  from  his  power  and  his  intention  to  give  fj^Jg*/ ' 
them  effeA.     His  tyranny  increafing  with  his 
years,  became  infupportable;  while  his  feeblc- 
nafs  was  fuch  that  nis  tributary  rajahs  retained 
Iris  revenues,  and   if  prefied  to  account  for 
them,  vindicated  thmr  contumacy  by  rebel- 
lion. The  little  money  which  came  to  Moorflie- 
dabad  was  fquandered  in  licentious  luxury;  and 
the  troops,  deprived  of  their  pay,  broke  out  into 
frequent  mutinies,  which  threatened  the  na- 
bob's authority,  and  even  his  life.  His  minifters 
rivalled  tfaeiiT  mafter  in  rapacity  and  cruelty : 
famine  befieged  the  poor,  and  aggravated  to 
defpair  the  fenfe  of  their  other  calamities.    The 
Englifli,  who  had  greatly  eshaulted  themfelves    ' 
in  fupporting  Mir  Jaffier,  and  in  fighting  his 
battles,  were  not  only  unrewarded,  but  hated : 

s  ft  \    the 
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fiH  AF.  the  jienlou^  of  the  nabob  was  extended  to  a!I 
v^^  their  traniadions,  and  while  they  were  ftrenu- 
S76p.     ouily  occupied  in  promoting  his  intereft,  he 
placed  no  confidence  in  their  councils,  and 
withheld  his  fupport  from  ihehr  military  exer- 
tions. 

Under  thefe  cfrcunfiftances,  the  council 
fent  for  Coffiin  Ally,  the  nabob's  fon^n-law, 
a  prince  wbofe  talents  were  acknowledged, 
and  afterwards  fatally  experrenced,  to  confer 
On  the  exigencies  of  the  occafion.  The  pro- 
priety of  a  new  revolution  had  already 
been  difcuiTed  hi  tbte  council ;  but  the  pro«* 
je6l  appeared  fo  dangerous,  and  the  choice  of 
a  fucceflbr  to  Mir  Jaflier  prefented  to  many 
difficulties,  that  the  fdteme  was*  never  ianc- 
tioned. 
Miy.  B&roRE  this  period  AUumguire  was  aflaf^ 

Shah  Au-   finated,  and  by  the  exertions  of  the.  invader 
mogS!^^    Abdalla,  the  Shah  Zaddah  was  proolatmed  king 
of  H  i ndofian  by  the  name  of  Shah  Aul  urn.     I  n 
his  favour  a  revolution  might  with  propriety 
have  b^n  eifc6):ed;  but,  although  this  meafure 
was  juft  and  expedient,  prudence  forbad  the 
attempt.     Sliah  Aulum's  enemies  were  numer- 
ous and  inveterate,  and  the  fupport  expedied 
from  Abdalla  precarious^    Without  the  cor- 
dial   co-operation    of  Abdalla,  the    Englifh 
would  have  increafed  their  enemies,  but  could 
not  derive  any  eifential  benefit  from  the  mea* 
fure. " 
smeofthe  '    Although  a  total  revolution  was  not  ki  the 
£ngiifli.     contemplation  of  the  company's  Servants  when 

u  See  colonel  Caillaud's  letter  to  M#.  Holwetl^  s^th  May  1760, 
publiflied  in  Holwell^s  Addrefs  to  the  Frdprietors  of  Baft  India  Stock, 
1764,  and    In   the  reports  of  the  houic  of  tofttuttontf    voh  iii. 

they 
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Aey  fent  for  Mir  Coffim,  they  undoubtedly  chap. 
meditated  fucb  a  change  in  the  adminiftiation  ^;^ 
of  affairs,  as  (houkl  no  longer  leave  them  ex-     *76o- 
pofed  to  the  verfotiiity  and  weaknels  of  Jaflier. 
This  change  was  rendered  more  urgent  by  their 
own   critical    pofition ;   for  though  the  waj: 
agaioil  Shah  Aulum,  and  his  adherents,  was 
generally  i\icc.efsful,  the  company's  affairs  bore 
an  alarmine  aibe6i.    Their  money  and  effe£^s 
were  CQolia[ei*aDly  exhaufted ;  and  Jaiher,  far 
from  aiding:,  impeded  all  their  efforts  to  obr 
tain  AippUis^j  Jind  fecxestly  ii^Vigue^d  wijh  their 
jenemies. 

Before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Vanfittart,  Cof-  intcrvieyr 
fim  had  often,  in  letters  to  Mr.  Holwell,  pro-  t^%^^ 
feffed  the  ftrongeft  attachment  to  the  company, 
and  promifed  the  moft  important  compenla- 
tions,  if  by  then*  exertions  he  fhould  be 
prpipoted  to  the  fuccefiion  of  the  Dewan- 
ne/e,  and  other  pofts  enjoyed  by  bis  late  bro* 
ther-in-la.w.  J^t  •Calcutta,  he  pad  an  inter-  ^j^  ^  ^^ 
view  wit^  M,r.  Hojiwelji,  who  M^as  conuuiflioned 
by  the  council  to  receive  his  propofals,  wj:iich 
fxiok  place  at  feven  in  the  morning.  He  tjien 
diicovered  unexpe^ed  views  of  ambition, 
nr^ed  the  repeated  treacheries  of  the  Subah  and 
M»ran  to  their  Englifli  benefaftors,  and  ex^ 
patiated  on  their  cruelties  and  murders,  and  the 
uniyerfal  abhorrence  in  which  they  were  held 
by  ttbe  people.  He  djvelt  much  on. Jhiffier's  per- 
fo^al  ingrati.tude  to  bimfelf,  which  had  been 
twice  dilpl^ycid  in  attempts  on  his  life;  ex- 
claimed againft  the  lecret  pegoti^ition  which 
he  carried  on  with  the  Shah  Zaddah  and  the 
Dutch;  difclofed  private  orders,  by  which  he 
himfelf,  when  fent  s^ainft  the  Dutch^  was  ia* 
ftr^6ied  to  favour  ,them,  in  contradidion  to 
the  public  iuftru£lions  imparted  to  Mr.  Hol- 

8  3  well. 
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CHAP.   well.    He  concluded  by  declaring  thcfubah 

^;^  incapable  of  government,  as  no  faith  or  trull 

i7«o-     could  be  repofed  in  him ;  and  if  he  was  not 

removed,  it  would  never  be  in  his  own  power 

to  render  the  company  thofe^fervices  which  he 

ardently  defired. 

Mr.  HoLWELt  expreffed  aftoniihment  and 
abhorrence  at  this  propofal,  and  infifted  on  an 
immediate  termination  of  the  conftrence,  un- 
lefs  Coflim  totally  relinquifhed  his  anibitious 
views.  Coflim  having  reluftantly  agreed  to 
.  this  reftriftion,  a  connderable  altercation  en- 
fued,  from  which  at  length  the  fbllowing  terms 
refulted : 

I.  C  o  s  s  I M  to  be  invefted  with  the  DewanneCj^ 
to  b?  declared  Chuta  Nabob,  and  fucceflor  in 
the  fubahfliip  to  Jaffier,  and  to  enjoy  all  the 
polls  poflefled  by  the  late  young  nabob. 

II.  All  afts  of  government  to  run  under  the 
feal,  and  in  the  name  of  Jaffier;  but  the  exe- 
cutive power  to  reft  in  Coflim ;  the  dignity  of 
the  fubah  to  remain  inviolable  in  the  pcrfon 
of  the  former,  M'ith  an  allowance  of  one  lack 
of  rupees  per  menfem,  for  the  fupport  of  his 
houfthoid  and  other  expences. 

III.  CossiM  to  pay  the  balance  of  the  Tun- 
icas, as  lately  adjufted  with  Omid  Roy,  on  the 
part  of  Jaffier. 

IV.  The  company  to  maintain  a  ftanding 
force  for  the  defence  of  the  government  and 
provinces,  confifting  of  eight  thoufand  fea- 
poys,  two  thoufand  European  foot,  two  thou- 
fand country  cavalry,  and  five  hundred  Eu- 
ropean horfe. 

V.  To  enable  the  company  to  keep  up  th^ 
above  Handing  force,  the  countries  of  Burdo- 
jnaan,  Midnapour,  Chittigong,  and  half  the 

•^^uua^ 


.simual  produce  of  the  Chinam  at  Silhet,  fltonld  ch  a  pi 
be  ceded  to  the  company  in  perpetuity.  \^,^^ 

Mr.  HojLWELJL  va$  alfo  deiirous  of  introt     »7««^ 
-ducin^  another  article,  importing  that  Shah 
Aulum  ihouid  ^  acknowledged  Ibvcreigu  of 
Hindoilan ;  this  was  neither  accepicd  nov  re-  '■ 
jefledy  bat  ieft  to  be  adjuficd  according  to  the 
train  of  future  events.     Thde  articies  Vrtc  ap^ 
proved  by  the  council,,  and  intcidiangeabiy     - 
executed  by  them  and  Mir  CoUiia^  .  \  '        .: 

To  give  effect  to  thia  vaarv^ffpotenty  major  Expedition 
Yorkewas  difpatcbcd  to  Moorihcdabatl,  viflj  J^edlbTi 
a  detachttie&t  of   two    hundred  Europeans, 
ibur  pieces  of  artillery,  nnd  five  ox,  fix  hun- 
-drcd    feapoys,     under  pjxrtence  of  Teinfuro- 
ing   the  garrifon  at  Fatiia.      llir.  Vaiufittart 
and  colonel  ('aillaud  alfo  weat  to  Coffimbazar, 
near.  Moorlhedabad,  for  iiie  puq^ofe  of  adHiiig 
by  their  prcfence   the  intended-  change   of 
government.    Mr»  Vanfittart  had  two  confer-  Mr.  Van. 
ences  with  Mir  JaflSer  at  Wcsadbaag;  here-  t^JieLfs'"' 
jnonfirated  with  great  force  on  the  improper  with  Mir 
meafures  fo  iong  puifuod,  and  at  the  laft  in-  \^^^' 
terview,  having  jeduced  his  ffdviceto  writing, 
delivered  it  for  perul'aL     Jaflfter  lifteiied  with 
attention,  and  promifed  to  confult  his  friends 
for  the  puipofe  of  afcertadning  the  proper  means  ' 
of  repairing  his- errors;  confefling  at  the  fame 
time,  that  tiirough  age  and. grief  for  the  recent 
lofs  of  his  fon,  he  was  incapable  of  ftruggling 
-alone  againilfo many  difticulties.  Mr.  Vanfittart 
obfervcd  that  tliofe  he  ufually  confulted  were 
j^atlierbis  enemies  than  his  friends,  and  adviied 
him  to  take  the  afiiftance  of  one  of  liis  .rela^ 
tiQn?,..on  whofe  attachment  and   fidelitf  he 
could  fiifely  rely.      Mr.  Vanfittart  named  five 
or  fix,  and  among  tliem   CofTmi  Ally;    but 
although  Jatiier  allowed  iiim  to  be  tlie  mofl 

5  4  proper 
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CHAP,  proper  perfon  to  afiume  the  government,  ye^ 
^;,^  fuch  were  his  jealoufy  and  diflike  of  his  fon-in^ 
«r«p*     law,  that  he  was  with  great  difficulty  induced 
to  fend  for  him,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  make  him  the  depofitary  of  his  authority. 
Arrifiirf      Whek  Coffim  arrived  at  Moradbaag,  Jaffier 
^^^      was  already  departed,  excufing  himfelf  on  ac- 
count of  feeblenefs  and  fatigue,  from  coritinu-i 
ing  a  conference  already  much  protrafted. 
Omfim  declared  his  apprehenfions,  tnat  iniiead 
of  intruiHng  him  witA  the  management  of  hi^ 
affairs,  his  ntiier^iii^law  would  contrive  means 
prii*ately  to  defiroy  him ;  and  Mr.  Vanfittart, 
already  convinced  that  without   compulfion 
Jaffier  xvould  not  adopt  the  propofed  arrange- 
ment, coincided  in  opinion  with  Coffim  that 
he  ihould  90t  return  to  the  nabob's  houfe  till 
meafures  were  taken  for  bia  fecurity. 
Revolution      Mr,  Van  8  ITT  ART  having  left  with  Jaffier 
itt  Scfigai.  ti^g  icvbm  containing  the  fubftance  of  his  adr 
vice,  was  inclined  to  allow  him  the  whole  of 
the  next  day  to  coufider  of  their  contents ;  but 
being  informed  that  Jaffier  had  confulted  with 
his  old  advifers,  whofe  fentiments  could  not  be 
.    favourable  to  the  intereils  of  the  company,  he 
made  infiant  arrangements  for  compelling  Mir 
Jaffier  to  adopt  t6e  mode  of  condu6t  which 
was  requifite  to  the  welfare  of  the  Engliih. 
x9thoa.       Th£  nineteenth  of  Odober  was  a  iSafon  pe-r 
culiarly  favourable  to  his  defign ;  it  was  the 
termiiuition   of  a  grand  Gentoo   feftival,  at 
which  all  the  chief  peifonages  of  the  country 
aflifted,  and  their  wearinefs  would  prevent  vi- 
gilance, and  obviate  oppofition. 

In  puriuance  of  Mr.  Vanfittart'a  orders,  co- 
lonel Gaillaud  aoffed  the  river  with  his  detach* 
ment  between  three  and  four  o -clock  in  the 
piojuing,  9.p(l,  in  conjunSion  with  the  troops 
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of   CoflSm,  furrotlnded  the  nabob's  palaoe.  chai^ 
They  feized  Jaffier's  three  principal  miniilers,  >-J^ 
all  men  of  low  birth,  and  rendered  infamous     t?^- 
by  their  rapacity  and  crimes.     Having  formed 
his  men,  colonel  Caillaud  tranfmitted  to  Jaf^ 
fier  a  letter,  written  by  Mr.  Vanlittait,  inform- 
ing him  of  what  was  intended,  and  intruding 
him  in  the  line  of  condud  mofi  proper  to  bo 
purfued. 

The  old  nabob,  not  expeSing  fo  rapid  and 
refolute  a  movement,  gave  way  at;  firft  to  the 
impulfe  of  rage;  threatened  refiftance,  and  de« 
clared  that,  while  life. remained,  he  would  not 
accede  to  the  terms  demanded.  Colonel  Cail- 
laud, who  had  been  intruded  to  avoid  the  effu- 
iion  of  blood,  gave  time  for  this  tranfport  of 
rage  to  fubiide,  and  in  about  an  hour  was 
called  into  the  nabob^s  prefence.  He  urged 
ftrongly  tl^  inutility  of  further  oppofition,  and 
prefled  him'  to  adopt  the  meafures  fuggefted  in 
the  letter,  but  in  vain.  Jafiier  reje<*ted  every 
offer,  and  at  length,  giving  way  to  defpon- 
dency,  declared  his  refolution  to  relinquiili  the 
government,  ftipulating  only  for  the  preler- 
vation  of  his  life.  To  this  determination  he 
inflexibly  adhered ;  iti  vain  was  he  allured  that 
not  only  his  life,  but  his  authority  fliould  be 
fecured:  he  faid  he  too  well  knew  the  difpo- 
iition  of  mankind,  and  of  his  countrymen 
in  particular,  to  truft  hinifelf  neiir  Coflim,  from 
whom  he  was  convinced  his  life  would  be  in 
perpetual  danger,  and  rec^uefted  permiffion  to 
refide  at  fort  William,  under  protection  of  the 
Englifb, 

riNDixo  him  inflexible,  Mr.  Vanfittart  at  Mir  jtfter 
length  acceded  to  his  requeft,  and  Jaffier,  at-  fejJ'J[*' 
tended  by  a  ftrong  efcort  of  Europeans,  taking      ^^^^ 
with  him  all  his  effefts,  women,  jewels,  and 

treafure, 


nabob. 
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CHAP,  treafure,  repaired  to  Calctttts,  where  he  waa  met 

3C.       by  a  deputation  from  the  council,  ind  treated 

^*i?6q.     with  cvciy  mark  of  rcfpciSt  die  tb  hisformer 

CofTim       dignity.      The  throne  being  thus  abdicaited^ 

i)rocUimea  CJoffim    Ally     w^s    proclaimed  nabob,    and 

received  the  cuftomary  homage:  bis  eleAion 

gave  general fatisfa£tion»  and  the  tranquillity  of 

the  city  remained  iminterrupted*    . 

Cossm  initantly  fulfilled  his  agreements 
with  the  Engliili.  He  put  them  in  pofieffion 
cf  the  departments  of  Burdwan,  Miinaponr^ 
and  Chittigong,  a  fertile  and  exteniivetra^  of 
country,  the  annual  revenues  of  whichamountr 
ed  to  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  He  con* 
eluded  an  alliance  oifenfive  and  defenfive,  luid 
the  affairs  of  the  company  promifed  foon  to  be» 
come  more  flourifliing  than  even  *. 

«  iThe  preceding  narrative  it  derived  fx)mDow*s  Htfiory  of  Hin** 
^oftan  ;  Verelft's  View  of  the  Rijc  and*  Progicfs  ofihe  l-.n^HUi  Go- 
'i»ernment  in  Bengal)  HolwebS  l^rrativc';  His  A<k)rei8  to  the 
Pi^rietors  of  EaA  India  Stock }  Vanfuiart*^  N^rfitiv(a  and  hi# 
Letters  to  the  Board  at  Calcutta  j  Tbe^Hiftory  apd  Management  ojF 
the  Eaft  India  Company ;  Tranfadlloils  in  India ;  the  Defence  of 
Xord  Pigot;  and  the  reports  from  the  committee^  t^the  houk  of 
corrnionsy  publiihed  fay  authority«--*The  difcufilons  and  narratives  of 
fads  relative  to  the  afFairs  of  India,  are  fo  perpltKcd  with  the  dif- 
ferent reprefentations  of  individuahy  rd'ulting  from  their  paifionSfi 
Hopes,  or  prejudices,  that  no  account  can  ht  given  on  tlie  credit  of 
any  authority,  which  is  not  contradicted,  ajmod  diametrically,  \vf 
pcrfons  whofe  narratives  are  equally  uncxcept  ion  a  We.  The  manner 
of  Mir  JafBcr*s  abdication,  or  depofition  and  rctre^i^,  is  thus  related 
in  a  letter  from  MeflVs.  Coote,  Amyatt,  Carnac,  EUis,  Baifon,  and 
Verelft,  to  the  fccrct  committee  at  the  India  Houfe,,  dated  the  nth 
March  1761,  and  printed  in  the  reports  from  coikimittees  to  th« 
houfe  of  commons*  vol.  iii.  p.  251 : — in  confequence  oi  a  treaty  en. 
tered  into  with  Mir  CofTim,  for  tbe  depofition  of  Mir  J^fficTy  Mr. 
Vaniittart,  under  falfe  pretences,  repaired  to  Moradbaag,  acconw 
panied  by  colonel  Caillaud,  and  two  hundred  European  troops,  and 
lome  feapoys,  who,  it  was  alledged,  were  intended  to  reinforce 
Fatna.  After  delivei'ing  his  letters  in  the  moft  abrupt  manner,  and 
'  prefltng  Mir  JafEer  to  appoint  his  fon -in-law  prfmeT'-oiibi^ei ,  Mr« 
Vanfittart  fuffercd  the  old  man  to  depart,  and  Coilim  acrived.  Thac 
night  and  the  day  following  were  fpent  by  Mr.  Vanfittart,  CoiTim, 
•and  colonel  Cailiaiut,  in  concerting  meafures  for  executing  their 
plan.  '<  In  confequence  of  thefe  deliberations,  our  troops  clandef- 
tincly  crofted  the  rifer  the  np:itf  night,  uAder  colonel  CailJaud,  and  be- 
^  iog 


ing  joined  by  Colfim  and  hit  puty,  furroundcd  the  na!x>b*s  palaoet    ^  ]{  /^p 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Vanfittart  was  Tent  in  to  the  nabob,  demanding  ^ 

his  immediate  compliance  with  what  had  been  propofed  to  him  ;  to 
which  the  nabob  returned  for  vi^^mgci',  *  T&f  f^<M  V^fage  was  what 
lie  never  cxpe^ed  from  the  Englifli  i  that  whillt  a  force  was  at  hia 
gates,  he  would  enter  into  no  tC(Btf  f  ami  that  it  was  his  defire  our 
troops  might  be  returned  to  Moradbaag.'*  A  meflTage  was  then 
fent  in«  in^brming.  tbe  nabob»  that  if  ^  d\;l  P9t^ice^br.c<M^lf9 
they  Aioukk  be  obiiged  to'Romithe  palace.  AitoniAied  and  cernfied 
by  thi«  menace*  be  opcnevMitf'gatfSt  ezciauvii^g.  *  That  he  waa 
betrayed  j  that  the  Eugbib  Jveos  guilty  of  pecjury^  and  breath  of 
faith;  that  he  perceived  'their  dtfigns' againil  his  governmvnt; 
that  he  had  friends  enovgh  to  hazard  at  leaft  one  battw  in  hia  de- 
ftncei  but  although  ao  oatba  were  facrod- enoHgb  »  bind  the 
£ngliih»  yet  as  he  hadjwom  to  be  their  faithful  friend,  he  would 
Stever  fwerw  from  bis  eogagenient,  and  rather  l«fllr  death  ib  -a 
diaw  bit  tword  againib  tbem/  Sa  1ufpidou|  ^ns  "b^  of*  being 
£o\\f  that,  *  he  defired  to  i^oow  what  fumof^Qi^pey  Cgflim^Uy 
Khan  was  to  give  tor  the  fubahfhtp,  4nd  he'  ^oiitd  give'  hatf  at 
uach  BWte  to  be  coatimied  s  Jbtf. hoped  howfeMer,  if  Jthey  intended 
tp  dethrofie  htm*  they  would  not  leavt^  fain  to'^the  ptenpy  0f  hit 
fon-in-law»  from  whom  he  feared  the  worft ;  but  rather  wilhed 
they  would  carry  him  from  the  city,  and  give*iiim  a'  place  of 
iafety  ia  Calcutta"  This  M  re^ft  of  the  nabob's,  the  tf[e^ 
of  his  fear  anddefpair,  was  immediately  laid  hold  of,  andce^ftrued 
in  the  Kght  of  a  voluntary  refignatltm.  Accordingly,  oar  troopa 
took  poi&rion  of  the  potacey  Mir  Coiimt^vaf  raiied  tothenmfnud, 
and  the  old  nabob  was  hurried  into  a  boat  with  a  few  of  hi^  womea 
and  nectflaries,  and  feot  away  fo  Calcutu  in  n  manner  wholly  un- 
worthy of  the  high  rank  he  had  fo  lately  held,  as'  is  alfo  the  ii&anty 
fubiiftence  allowed  him  here  by  his  fucccnbr.  Thus  wa«  Jaflier  Ally 
Khan  depofed,  in  breach  of  a  treaty  founded  upon  the  moft  {blemn 
oaths,  and  in  violation  of  the  national  faith «  a. prince  of  whol^ 
friendfliip  and  attachment  you  have  "had  many  ilgnal  proofs ;  in 
wbofe  catife  our  arms  have  with  much  honour  been  employed  j  and 
by  a  firm  adherence  to  whom  the  £ngli(h  had  acquired,  thiough- 
out  the  whole  country,  fo  univerfal  a  chara^cr  of  fidelity  and  con* 
ftancy,  that  tiie  moft  {>crfe£l  confidence  was  placed  by  the  natives 
iathera/* 
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CHAPTER  THE  ELEVENTH: 

.   1760—1763. 

Affairs  ofXndia  continued^  — ConduQ  andcha^ 
raster  of  Mir  Cqffim.^^Hi$  efforts  to  A* 
Jiroy   the  rajah  Ramnarain. — Differences 
in  the  eouncil  re/peBing  the  reoalution. — 
ConduB  of  the  Englijh  to  Coffim. — His  ef^ 
forts  to  mminijh  their  influence. — Mr.  Van^ 
Jittart  goes  to  Monghir.^^Concludes  an  im- 
provident treaty^  the  efiforcement  of  which 
occa/ions   many  complaints.  —  Deputation 
fent  to  Monghiry  who  are  ill-ufed  and  affaf- 
JbMted.^^Patna  taken  by  the  Englijh*— but 
recaptured^  and  the  faaory  made  prifoners, 
Mir  Jqffier  rejigred. — SucCefsful  military 
operations  of  wu^r  Adams. -^Maffacre  of 
the  Britijh prifoners  at  Fatna. — Capture  of 
that  city. —  Total  conqueji  of  Bengal. — 
Flight  ^Coffim. 

CHAP.  T^HE  flattering  profte/fti  open^  by  the  ele-p^ 

XI.       *    vation  of  Mir  Coffim  were  not  lone  en- 

^60?^   joyed  without  alarm.     If  the  welfare  of  the 

llilXf^ree-  comp^'^y  ^^  enxlangered  )by  th^e  \ypaknefs  of 

tocrf^Mir'  Jaffier,  it  was  foon  expofed  to  greater  peril 

CoOiin.      from  the  fuperior  aftivity  and  intelligence  of 

his  fucceflbr.     Coffim  was  bold,  fubtle,  and 

enterprizing,  and  of  a  commanding  genius  { 

he  felt  with  fbame  and  re^j-et  bis  fubjefiion  to 

the  Engliih;  and  determmed,  as  focm  as  \)e 

had  fecured  the  benefits  which  \^e  expeiS4e4 

from  their  affifiance,  to  retrench  their  poweft 

and  perhaps  ultimately  deliver  himfelt  from 

their  prefcnce.     He  did  not  however  indifcreefc- 

\y  betray  his  intentions  to  the  prejudice  of  bis 

intcrefts^ 
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fnteii^ftsy  but  maintained  a  cautious  diflimula^  CH  AF; 
lion  till  his  great  views  were  accompliihed.  ^^l^* 

^    By  the  aift  of  major  Carnac  and  the  Englifh     ir^ow 
forces,  he  defeated  and  took  prifoner  Shah  Au-  |{^^^5^^ 
lum,  with  whom  he  foon  after  made  an  advan*  lum. 
tageous  treaty ;  but  although  he  reftored  to  the 
prince  his  libeity,  and  protefled  good  inten^ 
tions.  towards  him,  he  oppofed  with  K^eat  du* 
plicity,  though  with  perfeverance  andfuccef^ 
JMr.  Holwell's  propofal  for  acknowledging  and 
fupporting  his 'title  to  the  Mogul  throne;  a 
meafute  which  was  rendered  the  more  imprac* 
ticable  by  Shah  Aulum's  own  imprudence. 

Coss I M  next  availed  himfelf  of  the  affiflance  Coffim*t 
of  the  Engli/h  in  reducing  to  obedience  the  ^^J^^ht 
rajahs  w  ho  withheld  the  revenues  of  his  pre*  n^ihilM* 
deceflbr,  and  having  accompliihed  this  ohje&p  '" 
fought  by  a  Arid  and  well-regulated  economy 
to  prevent  thofe  neceflities  which  had  rendered 
his  father-in-law's  government  unibable,  and 
iacilitated  its  fubveHion.  As  a  lad  effort,  be* 
fore  his  difplay  of  hoftile  intentions  againft 
the  Engliih,  he  prevailed  on  them  to  give  up 
the  rajah  Ramnarain,  the  firm  friend  of  the 
company,  and  for  thatreafon  obnoxious  to  the 
ambitious  nabob.  In  this  meafure  he  met 
with  conliderable  oppoiition  from  major  Cai** 
nac  and  colonel  Coote.  Ramnarain  is  de- 
fcribed  as  a  man  of  abilities,  but  avaricious, 
and  fuppofed  very  wealthy.  He  was  protected 
by  lord  Clive  againll  the  rapacity  of  Mir  Jaf- 
fier ;  he  owed  his  continuance  in  power  intirely 
to  the  Britifli  influence,  and  the  council 
confidered  it  their  duty  for  fome  time  to 
perfift  in  the  policy  adopted  by  lord  Clive. 
The  pretjext  for  oppreihng  this  man  was  his 
being  in  arrear  to  the  nabobs,  but  he  always 

.     teftificd 


cro  HisToav  of  bk6Land. 

cttAPi  teftificd  the  wiimik  readiticft  to  torn  to  tt  hit 

,J^^^  and.  equitable  accottnt. 

"tTeiK  '  After  the  defeat  of  Shah  AnluTfi,  M:ho 
imttiediatcly  repaired  to  Sujah  ul  l)owIfth, 
the  council  propofed  prcclartning  him;  Mir 
Coffim  appearecl  to  confent,  but  afterward* 
adc4>te(l  otlier  views,  and  taking  advanta^ 
frf:  the  f(?cfetenefs  of  the  Britifti  force  at 
Ptttna, :  a;l;tcmpted  by  bribery  to  gain  the  cuf- 
tody.  of  llamnaiuiw,  and  by  treachery  to  ob- 
tain pofltfTlon  of  the  eity  gates.  He  offer- 
ed colonel  Coote  feven  lacks  and  a  half  of 
rupees  (90, 750  K)' to  deliver  np  R^mnaram, 
and  afterwards  eitdt)at:Oiirect  by  terror  and 
treachery  to  fecnte  Vo  himfelf  the  meanji  of  feiz* 
-  ing  him.  C»nae,  v4l^  coirittiarKled  at  Patna 
-  before  oolonel  C^te,  rM*afedoliedienee  to  the 
orders  df  council,  which  dire6l^d  hitn  to  delivet 
tip  the  devoted  rajah  to  his  en^my,  and  thus 
drew  on  himfelf  agreat  fflafe  of  indignatipn.  * 
Coote  magnanimJOufly  pcrfevercd  in  the  fame 
line  of  conduft.  >  Coflim  had  th^  addrefs  to  re- 
l>refentthe  conduiSi  of  Coote  m-  fuch  a  lighf, 
that  in  conicqucnce  of  fome  fevere  letteii 
from  the  board,  he  repaired  to  Calcutta 
ta  A^ndrcate  his  conduct.  Itk  the  abfencc 
of  colonel  Coofte,  Coffim's  malevolence  was 
gratified,  and  one  of  the  firmeft  friends  of  the 
.company  was  facrificed  to  a  falfe,  timid^  and 
interefted  polic\y.  l)eing  now  fecure  againft 
all  oppofition  from  his  own  fubjefts  and  depen* 
dents,  Coflim  difp laved  left  forbearance  and 
caution  towards  the  more  formidable  objefls  of 
his  apprelicnfions. 

15'ffcr:  Although  it  appefats  that  Ihe  memt>er3  of 

the  conn-    *^  cohuciI  who  wcrc  thcu.  prefent  unanimoufly 

cil  refpctt-       g  g^g  Appendix  to  the  3<J  Rfport  of  the  Commiiicc,  numbers  13, 

fanciionca 
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fhni6H(mdd.'lhv;^|rap^     fiated  to'them'fcj  chak 
Mr.   Hbi^viell^    aa.iduHhi^  .from  his  private      ^i- 
conffefsnce  ^ith  CoiBm,  yet  tlie  other  mem*  ^^5^ 
bers^did  not  a(^ave:oi*  theTeT«olutiou»  which 
depofed  iif  foifuddm  a  manner,  the.  prhice 
^hom  lord  Qlftre>ahd'adn]iTal  Watfon  faadjcle* 
Tated,   and  thUs:  annuiled  an  a6l  ^iiicli  siras 
deeined  the  mbft  fortunate  and  glorions  of  the 
Britifh  lej^loits  in  liixha."  The  fitustkui  of  Mv. 
.VunfittaYt  \^as  extremely  critical :  hevas  fe- 
conde<:(  by.  a  majority* in  the  council,  but  the 
minority  was  fufticieiitly  formidable  to  fill  him 
with  apprehenfioAr  •  .He  therefore  endeavouied 
by  compliances  to  retain  his  intereft  ^ith  Cof- 
iim  J  and  *as  Uie  fLafl  India  company  had  ex*- 

t>rcflfed  their  approbation  of  his  pail  condu6);,  he 
lopcd,  by  fuccefi,  to  obtain  the  fame  fanfitioja 
for  his  fubiequent  proceeding*.* 

In  feft,  Mir  Coirim  did  not  recur  to  hoftfli'r  ConAia^f 
tkfi  Avithout  .provocation.    The  EngUfh  officers  j!^  ^^Ir 
not  only  difrmted  his  orders,  but  on  all  oceafions  ^^ 
cxhibiWd  tjhcir  fupaiority  with  an   infolence 
infuppprtablc  to  an  Afiatic  prince,  who  cotfld 
!not  brook  ^  mode  of  coaduo;  which  tended  to 
render  him  and  his  commands  contemptible  in 
tl>e  eyes  of  his  own  fubjcfl^.     The  exemptipn 
from  certain  inland  duties  granted  to  the  £aft 
India  company  was  enormouQy  abufed.      Not 

b  See  miqutf  ft  entered  in  th«  book»»  at  a  confulutioa  at  Fort  Wi^ 
liam  9lh  of  January  1761,  by  MeflTrs,  Amyatt,  Eihs,  acfd  Harfy 
SiQytM  ^^^  ^  ViUef  to  the  fecret  cgnunittee  at  the  India  ho^fc^  datetf 
tbi  liih  JMarch  1763.,  figned  by  Meflrs.  Coote,  Amyatti  C^mac^ 
SUUt  Badbn^  aod  Verelft.  Ktports  Hvqm  committees  &o  the  boufe 
of  commons,  vol.  iii.  p.  251,  et  Icq. 

«  Thi*  and  the  ft»*>ft<i*ient  part*  of  the  chapter,  where  no  autho- 
rity it  exprei'ftly  referred  to,  ave  taken  from  the  Annual  RegifterV  . 
17$^,  1765  and  1766',  Smolteti'a  complete  Hiftory  of  Englancf, 
▼ol.  xvi  5  Tranfaftions  in  India  5  Verclft's  View  of  thtf  Government 
cf  Benj;al )  the  reponii  from  committees  t»  the  liotiie  of  eommont^ 
and  the  periodical  publications* 

only 
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CH  AP«   only  the  Engliih,  and  the  ietpoys  in  thtit  joLf^ 
^^^^^   but  natives  affuming  their  drcfs  and  charattci', 
1760.     fprearl  themfelves  over  the  country ;  oppr<!irecl^ 
plundered,  and  maltreated  the  huibandmen^ 
merchants,    and    tranquil    inhabitants;     de- 
frauded the  revenue  by  buying  and  felling 
the  neceifaries  and  luxuries  ot  lite  at  theii*  own 
price^  and  without  regard  to  the  fifcal  Ibm-b;  they 
defied  the  authority  of  the  nabob,  and  terrified 
his  ofiicers  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  defifted 
from  exercifing  their  fundions/  Whatever  pre- 
tence 

<  The  fbllowiiig  extract  6f  a  letter  from  Mr.  Haftings  to  the  go- 
trerrfir,  cxp^fee  thefc  enormities  in  a  clear  and  niadejrly  manner  x 
**  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  grievance,  which  calls  loudly  for  re- 
**  dref«.  1  mean  the  oppieiCons  committed  under  the  fanflion  of 
«.the  Engliih  name,  and  thirou^  want  of  fpirit  in  the  na- 
**  bob*s  lubje^lt  to  oppole  them.  This  evil,  I  am  well  aiTured,  is 
^^ot  confined  to  our  dependants  alone,  bat  is  prafkifed  over 
'•  all  the  coimtry  by  people  afiumiilg  the  habits  «f  our  ieapoy^ 
•'  and  Calling  themidv<qa  our  gomaftahs  (black  agents  or  fiaic- 
••  iors).  As  on  fuch  occafions  the  great  power  of  the  Engliih  in- 
^<.tlmidates  the  people  firom  refinance  1  fo,  00  tie  other  hand|  the  io- 
'  "  **  dolence  of  the  Bengalees,  or  the  difficulty  of  gaining  accefs  to 

*<  thofe  who  might  do  them  juftice,  prevents  our  having  iuiowledge 
**  of  the  oppreimms,  and  eneoiiragca  thchr  contin>iance»  to  tlic  great* 
•<  though  unmerited,  fcandal  of  our  government. 

<<  I  have  been  iurprized  to  meet  with  feveral  EngliOi  flag^  flvin|^ 
**  in  the  places  which  I  have  pafled,  and  on  the  river  I  do  not  believe 
**  I  pafled  a  boat  without  one.  By  wrhatever  title  ibty  Ittve  been 
**  alTumed  (for  I  could  only  troft  to  the  infoimAtion  of  my  rye»» 
*'  without  flopping  to  aOc  queilions)  I  am  fure  their  fftquancy  can 
**  bode  no  good  to  the  nabob*s  revenues,  tha  quiet  of  the  country, 
<<  or  honour  of  our  nation}  but  evidently  tenda  to  kfiencachof 
«*  them. 

**  A  party  of  feapoys,  who  were  on  the  march  betbit  ut,  aSbrded 
«*  fttfficient  proofs  of  the  rapacious  and  infolent  fpirit  of  tlitft  pto^c, 
«*  when  left  to  their  own  difcretion.  Klany  compbuiita  againft  them 
**  were  made  tp  me  on  the  road,  and  moft  of  the  petty  towna  audi 
^  ferais  (baiting-places  for  travellers)  were  deferred  at  oar  appDcncb* 
^*  and  the  (hops  (hut  \ip,  from  appreheniiona  of  the  fanie  trtatm^nt 
*«  from  us." 

The  nabob  alfo  made  his  complaints  on  the  Aibje^^,  with  iiniiDeft 
and  dignity.  '<  Every  Bengal  gomaftah  makes  adifturbaooe  at  every 
*<  fa£tory,  and  thinks  himfel?  not  inferior  to  the  company.  In  every 
«<  purgunnah  (the  largeft  divilion  of  land  in  a  aemindai'y)  eivery  village 
•*  and  every  faQory,  they  buy  and  iell  fait,  liectle-nut,ghee,  rice,  i^w, 
**  bamboos,  fiih,  gunniU,  ginger,  fugar,  tobacco,  opium,  and  many 
.**  other  things,  mure  than  I  can  write,  and  which  I  tliiok  it  needleia 

<«  CO 
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tence  for  this  conduQ;  might  be  found  in  the  CH  ap^ 
weaknefs  or  injuftice  of  Coffim's  predecelfor,  he   y^;^, 
afforded  no  fuch  excufe ;  he  had  hitherto  con-     «7^o« 
dueled  himfelf  with  great  prudence,  and  fully 
anfwered  all  his  engagements  with  the  coun-^  . 
cil. 

With  a  view  to  emancipate  himfelf  from  Hcremovei 
the  infpeaion  of  the  Engliih,  the  nabob  re- {J|;^**^ 
moved  his  court  iVom  Moorfliedabad  to  Mon-  ' 

ghir,  fituated  on   the  Ganges,  two  hundred 
miles  further  from  Calcutta. 

He  furroundcd  this  place  with  ftrong  forti-  ^"^^^Sr* 
fications,  increafed  his  troops,  and  introduced  piineahu 
a  new  fyftem  of  difcipline;  he  invited  into  his  ^^p*- 
pay  every  wandering  European  who  had  borne 
arnxs,  and  all  the  ^eapoj's  difmifled  from  the 
Britifh  fervice,  anddiftrihuted  them  among  his 
own  regiments  to  impart  a  knowledge  of  the 
European  exercile.     lie  changed  the  match- 
locks of  the  Natives  for  firelocks,  and  formed 
a  train  of  artillery  on  the  Engliih  model.     To 
render  himfelf  ftill  ;nore  fecure,  he  deftroyed 
or  imprifontd  every  confiderable  perfon  in  his 
dominions  who  ihewed  attachment  to  the.Eng* 
liili,  and  cffeftually  interdided  all  correfpond- 
ence  between  his  fuhjet'ts  and  tlie  company's 
officers.      He   began    to   inforce  againft  the  ^^*^ 
private  traders  the  revenue  laws  from  which  theEM. 

liih. 

••  to  mention.  They  forcibly  take  away  the  good^  ami  commodu 
•<  ties  cf  the  ryots,  (huibandinen)  merchants,  &c.  for  a  founh  part 
**  of  their  value,  and  by  ways  of  violence  and  opprrfllon,  ther 
**  oblij^e  the  ryois,  &c.  to  give  five  rupees  for  goods  whirh  are  worth 
«*  but  one  rupee  j  and,  for  the  fake  or  five  rupees  they  bind  and  dif- 
«  grace  an  afl'ainniee»  who  pays  one  hundred  rupees  niaJguxarreey 
*' (rents  or  land  tax)  and  they  allow  not  any  authority  to  my  fer* 
•*  vants;  the  officers  of  each  diilri£t  have  dcfitted  from  the  exercife 
«  of  their  funf^iont,  and  every  one  of  thefe  gomaftahs  has  fuch 
««  power,  that  he  im^^iifons  the  colIeAor»  and  .deprives  him  of.aU 
«<  authority  whenever  be  pleafts/* 

TOL.  I.  T  tbcf 
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they  imderftood  themfelves  to  be  exempt,  and 
Hopped  their  boats  throughout  his  dominions.* 

These  proceedings  6lled  the  council  with 
alarm  and  apprehenfion ;  but  the  complaints  of 
the  traders  did  not  obtain  much  attention  from. 
Mr.  Vanfittart;  he  was  highly  fenfible  of  the 
injuries  fuftained  by  the  company  from  their 
condu6f,  and  improper  ufe  of  their  pafs,  or 
duftuck,  and  had  received  inftruftions  from 
the  court  of  dircdors  for  relhaining  thofe 
abufes. 

But  the  violence  of  Mir  Coflim's  proceed- 
ing, the  peremptory  manner  in  which  ne  began 
thofe  innovations,  and  the  order  in  which  they 
were  accompanied,  that  all  difputes  with  the 
company's  fervants,  if  beyond  their  owti  limits, 
fhould  be  tried  by  the  nabob's  niagifl rates,  in- 
duced Mr.  Vanfittaitto  repair  to  IVIonghir,  for 
the  purpofe  of  arranging  the  differences.  To 
his  expoftulations  the  nal)ob  anfwered  in  a  firm 
and  decided  manner,  and  argued,  that  if  ;.hc 
fervants  of  the  Englilli  company  were  per- 
mitted to  trade  in  all  parts,  and  in  all  commo- 
dities cuftom  free,  it  would  be  his  beft  policy 
to  impofe  no  cuftoms,  and  thus  give  an  afri\:e 
impulfe  to  induftry,  increafe  his  revenues  by 
augmenting  cultivation  and  manufacture,  and 
finally  obviate  all  caufes  of  difpute.^  Anxious 
to  avoid  hoftilities  with  a  prince  whom  he  had 
hinifelf  elevated  to  the  throne,  Mr.  Vanfittart 
imprudently  concluded  a  treaty,  which  ftipu- 
lated  that  the  Englilh  traders  fhould  pay  the 
inland  duties,  amounting  to  nine  per  cent  on 
all  articles  not  brought  or  fent  in  by  fea,  and 
obtain  paffes  from  the  nabob's  officers;  and  all 

•  See  appendix  to  the  third  report  made  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  the  nature,  ftate,  and  condition  of  the  Eall  India  Company,  No. 
17  to  26. 

^  Toifc  conference  took  jrtace  in  November,  1  j&%, 

their. 
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their  difputes  with  his  fubje6U  were  referred  to  chap. 
the  deciuon  of  his  magiftrates.'  ^^. 

The  regulations  which  extended  to  other     »7«». 
objecb  of  commerce,  had  a  tendency  to  ruin  R»g»J«»* 
all  who,  on  the  faith  of  former  treaties,  en-  JhlTtreity. 
gaged  in  the  inland  trade.     The  fubahdar  hav- 
ing obtained  this  valuable  conceflion,  imme- 
diately tranfmitted  copies  to  the  officers  of  hia 
revenue,  with  inftru6tions  to  conform  to  its 
terms.      As  the  treaty  limited  no  time  from 
which  its  operations  were  to  commence,  the 
vcflels  paffing  from  one  town  to  another,  were 
fubjeft  to  the  eiFeft  of  an  arrangement  with 
which  the  proprietors  were  utterly  unacqustint- 
cd,  and  feveral  boats  with  arms  belonging  to      . 
the  Englifh  were  feiised  at  Patna,  for  non-pay- 
ment of  the  duties  demanded  by  the  nabob's 
officers. 

The  Englifli  factory  at  Dacca  remonftrated  ^o"!- 
that  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  together  with  cxmloiiT 
the  injun6tions  of  Coffim,  would  tend  to  fuch  »g-4inft  it. 
a  rapine  and  deftrudion  of  the  Britifli  property, 

t  Mr.  VanGttnrt  is  f^ated  to  have  received  from  Mir  CofHtii  i 
donntion  of  feven  lacks  of  rupees,  (81,14.9!.)  for  concluding  thi« 
improvitient  and  difgniceful  coutra£l.  See  reportt  ot  coainiittcqt  t9 
tRbhoufe  of  commons,  vol.  lii.  p.  401,  402.  Jo  defending  hirafelf 
3jC^inft  this  imputation,  Mr.  Vanfittart  alledges,  ift.  That  the  re* 
ceipt  of  prefents  was  lawftd,  and  a  fervantof  the  company  rather  in- 
tiled  to  commendation  than  blame,  who  exercifed  his  opportunitie* 
>with  moderation,  idly.  That  the  wliole  donation  was  not  a  prcfcnt 
to  him,  but  included  a  payment  of  expences  and  puichafes ;  and 
3dly.  That  lord  Clive  falfiHtd  the  ftatement  of  fiollackuiafs  the  Gen- 
too  banker,  to  him  ;  while  the  accufation  is  fubiUntiated  by  the  de- 
fMifitions  en  oath  of  Boilackidafsy  and  another  pcffon.  Such  were 
the  examples  which  led  lord  Clive  to  obferve  in  a  letter,  dated  the 
17th  of  April  1765,  **  Give  me  leave  now  to  lead  you  for  a  few 
•*  moments  into  the  civil  dq^artment.  See  what  an  Augean  ftable 
"  is  to  be  cleanfed.  The  confufion  wc  behold  }  what  does  it  ariie 
"from?  Rapacity  and  luxury  j  the  unwarrantable  defirc  of  many 
*'  to  acquire  in  an  inft.int,  what  only  a  few  can  or  ought  to  poflefs. 
**  £very  man  would  he  rich  without  the  merit  of  long  lervices ;  and 
'*  from  this  incefTant  coirpetitiou  undoubtedly  fpnngs  that  diforder« 
•*  to  which  we  muft  apply  a  remedy^  or  b«  undone  j  for  ii  is  not  only 
**  malignaflt  but  contagious.'* 

T   2  ^ 
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as  would  reduce  them  to  the  fame  difirefs  they 
_    had  experienced  in  the  memorable  y^ar  1706. 
X762.     The  council  of  Calcutta  voted  it  di/lionourablfe, 
and  as  it  was  concluded  without  their  acquiefn 
cence,  a  breach  of  their  privileges,   and  au 
unwarrantable    derelidion  of  the  advantages 
granted  by  the  original  phirmaund  of  the  great 
iftFcb.      mogul.     Mr.  Vanfiltart  entered  a  minute  ou 
*'^^'        the  books,  iu  which  he  vindicated  his  proceed- 
ings by  circumftances,  and  by  a  forced  ex- 
planation of  part  of  the  council's  letter  of  in- 
ftru6lion  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  avowed  that  hia 
treaty  was  not  exempt  from  error,  and  prote{le«} 
againil  the  tyranny  of  the  nabob's  officers,  and 
their  voluntary  mifconftruftions  in  executing^ 
the  autliority  which  he  had  unwarily  coai- 
mitted  to  them. 
aSthMar.       These  difpofitious  on  both  fides  portended 
?Tr!t'f     inevitable  hoftilities,  but  as  a  laft  effort  to  main- 

tion  teat  .  '  .  /*         /» 

toMon-  tarn  tranquulity,  a  deputation  was  lent  from 
g*»"*.  Calcutta  to  Monghir.  Mr.  Amyatt,  a  member 
of  the  council  felefted  for  the  moderation  of 
his  principles,  and  the  fuavity  of  his  manners, 
was  at  their  head.  He  had  invariably  oppofcd 
the  revolution  which  placed  Coflim  on  the 
throne,  but  \vithout  acrimony,  or  fuffering  his- 
difapprobation  to  degenerate  into  a  party  feud. 
Great  hopes  were  entertained  from  his  charac- 
ter and  manners ;  but  Coflim  was  inflexible  in 
maintaining  the  flrict  tenor  of  the  treaty ;  he  was 
daily  obtaining  frcfli  fupplics  of  arms,  and  ap- 
peared buoyed  up  with  notions  of  his  own 
Itrength,  and  fufficiency  to  oppofe  the  Britifli 
Their  troops.  He  was  not  influenced  by  the  de- 
*  meanor  of  Amyatt^  againft  whom  he  retained 
an  unrelenting  hatred :  he  even  furrounded  the 
Englifli  depvtation  with  guards,  and  inftead  of 
treating  them  as  embaffadors,  or  commercial 
6  miliionaries, 


treatment. 
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mtflionartes,  detained  them  as  pnfoners,  not  CHAP, 
only  difregarding  their  complaints  but  refuf-  ^^ 
ing  them  permiflion  to  return.  .  ^7^1- 

Mir  Cossim,  though  able,  vigilant,  and  en- 
terprising in  the  cabinet,  was  a  coward  by  na- 
ture :  his  mind  was  not  expanded  by  liberal 
views  of  politics,  but  was  felfifh,  crafty,  and 
malignant.  In  his  inftru^^ions  for  inforcing 
the  treaty,  be  made  a  diftinftion  between  his 
friends  and  thofe  M'ho  oppofed  his  elevation, 
and  his  cruelty  and  perfidy  were  in  conformity 
with  thofe  low  and  ungenerous  principles. 

A  MY  ATT,   failing    in  his   negotiation,  at  »4|hjuiiei 
length  obtained  the  neceflary  palTports,  and  de-  ^«P«*««- 
parted  with  all  his  fuite  except  two,  from  Mon 
ghir.      This  apparent  relenting  of  the  tyrant 
was, however,  only  a  prelude tofurther  cruelt)^, 
accompanied  Math   flagitious  treachery.      In  3<JJ«^y- 
paffing  the  city  of  Moorlhedabad,  the  Endifli  ffj^f^ 
were  attacked  by  Coflim's  troops  pofled  on  both 
fides  of  the  river;  and  although  they  landed, 
and  produced  the  nabob's  own  pafs,  M^erc  all 
inhumanly  maffacred. 

Meanwhile  the  difputes  at  Patna  were  Alarm  at 
carried  on  with  increafed  acrimony:    Coffim  *^»"»^. 
was  continually  fending  frelh  troops  into  the 
city,  every  thing  wore  an  hoftilc  appearance,  / 

the  Englilh  factory  apprehended  that  the  placfc 
would  foon  be  given  up  to  the  plunder  of  the 
rabble ;  the  fuburbs  were  entirely  defertet^  '  * 
and  mM^fy  and'  alarm  generally  prevalent. 
Mir  Mindi  Khan,  the  nabob's  naib,  omitted 
paying  to  Mr.  Elli^  ^he  chief  of  the  faftoiy,  ' 
the  ufual  compliment  of  acquainting  him  with 
his  arrival:  he  carried  on  vigorous  military 
|>reJ)arations,  poffeffed  himfelf  of  the  gates,  iur 
^yitedilie'Bi'itiU^  guards,  and  it  ivas  generally 

Y  3  rumoured 
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CHAP,  .rumoured  that  he  was  fent  for  the  purpofc  of 
yj^l^   expelling  the  Englifli. 
tjSy         In  confeguence  of  a  letter  from  the  faftory 
sth  April,  ftatiiig  thele  circumftances,   the  council  re- 
J4th.        folve^  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  and  of  the  nabob's 
inarching  towards  Patna,  the  faftory  ihould 
endeavour  to  poiTefs  themfelves  of  the  city, 
and  keep  it  till  further  inftruftions.     It  became 
daily  more  and  more  apparent  that  an  attack 
on  ratna  was  intended,  and  Coffim  declared 
that  peace  or  war  d^epended  on  the  removal  of 
Tb«"*y    the  company's  troops.     Under  thefe  circuxa- 
the  Eni^    fiances  Mr.  EUis  aflaUed  and  took  the  city, 
liOi.  notwithftanding  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifica- 

tions, and  the  number  of  the  garrifon.     Un- 
fortunately the  conquerors  negle&ed  all  can* 
iion,   and  betook  themfelves  to  plunder  in 
every  direction;    the  governor  and  garrifon, 
Andre-     who  had  fled,  perceiving  this  unmilitary  con- 
captured.    ii^Q^  returned,  attacked  the  Englifh,  who  were 
too  much  difperfcd  to  make  eflfettual  refifiance, 
^nd,  after  a  confiderable  (laughter,  compelled 
the  furvivors  to  retire  within  the  fort;  thus  the 
city  was  recaptured  with  as  little  oppofition  as 
it  had  been  taken.    The  faftory,  deeming  their 
prefent  fituation  untenable,  crolTed  the  Ganges 
m  hopes  of  effeSing  a  retreat  into  the  territories 
of  a  neighbouring  nabob,;  but  were  overtaken 
\>Y  a  fuperior  force,  and  though  viQorious  in 
ifkjuir.     0^^  engagement,  were  in  a  fecond  intirely 
Mr.EUit    routed;  Mr.  Ellis  and  the  remainder  of  the 
^rty  made  P^^X  V^rc  made  captives,  fomc  were  fent  tp 
prifoneri.    Jpatua,  and  others  to  JVIonghir. 
yth  July.        In.  confequence  of  thefe  difaflrous  eyents, 
Mirjaffier  the-^ouucil  of  Calcutta  proclaimed  therefioraT 
°*^  *     tion  of  Mir  Jaflfier,  and  prepared  to  depofe  Mir 
(pofCm.     Th?  fenfe  of  prefent  danger  quelled 

.    ' -  •  •      •  ^^ 
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all  party  (liiTenfions  in  tbc  council;  Mr.  Van-  cha^ 
fiitart  and  Mr.  HafUngs  both  entered  minutes,   ^^ 
in  M'hich,  without  renouncing  their  former  fen-     17^3. 
timents,  they  declared  their  cordial  acquiefence  3^1  July, 
in  the  prefent  meafures. 

The  command  of  the  forces  being  com-  com- 
mitted  to  Major  Adams,  he  took  the  field  at  nic«ccment 
the  head  of  two  troops  of  European  cavalry,  ^^aticm? 
and  ten   companies  of  feapoys,^  with  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon :  and  fuch  was^  the  improvi- 
dence of  the  council,  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities,  there  waa  not  above  ten 
thoufand  rupees  (i,250l.)  in  the  treafury  at 
Patna.     Major  Adams  could  not  rely  on  the 
natives  for  affifiance,  as  Coifnn  had  deilroyed 
all  the  partizans  of  the  Engliili,  excited  jea^ 
loufies  againfl  them,  and  rendered  them  gene* 
rally  odious. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  difadvantages^  Succefsful 
and  the  fmallnefs  of  his  force,  Adams  com-  «;^«t"«* 
menced  an  a6iiveand  vigorous  campaign.     By  A^mu 
two  Ikirmifljes  he  cleared  the  country,  croflb(|  mband 
tiie  Coflimbuzar  river,  and  attacked  the  enemy,  1"^,^  July*, 
amounting  to  ten  thoufand,  who  were  draM  n 
up  in  a  ftrong  pofition  at  Ballafara :  they  boi*e 
his  cannonade  for  fometime  withunufual  firm-r 
ncfs,  but  were  at  length  compelled  to  retreat 
with  precipitation;  in  this  action  was  (lain  Ma- 
hommed  Tuckey  Khan,  commander  of  the  de- 
tachment which  flaughtercd  Mr.  Amyatt  and 
his  companions.  5...      • 

Adams  proceeding  towards  Moorftiedabad,   • . 
again  encountered  the  enemy,  well  pofted  in 
an  intrenchment  fifteen  feet  deep,  and  defend- 
ed by  a  numerous  artillery.      Unable  to  carry 
this  formidable  pofition  by  Oorm,  he  made  a 

^  AmouKting  to  about  fix  bundreil  and  fifty  feuropfans,  and  ont 
tboafapd  9r  twdtre  hundred  natives. 

T  4  judicious 
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dfi AP.  JTi^itidus  feint,  forced  the  enemy's  ftrong  hold, 
,^^.    put  them  to  flight,  entered  Moorfliedabad,  and 

it53.      again  proclaimed  Jaffier  fubahdar  of  Bengal. 
ajdjuiy.       ^^  Moorfliedabad  he  only  waited  a  Ihort 
time  to  refrefli  his  troops,  and  renewed  his  pur* 
fuit  ©f  the  enemy,  penetrating  into  the  heart 
6f  the  province,  and  pervading  the  utmoil  re- 
ceflcs  of  Bengal,  acrofs  the  numerous  and  wide 
branchesof  the  Ganges,  through  marihes  and 
forefts.      Mir  CofGm,  unwilling  to  rifque  his 
dominion  and  life  on  the  eventX)f  a  fingle  bat- 
tle, did  not  lead  his  troops  in  perfon,  but  made 
a  judicious  diipofition  of  them  to  weary  his 
enemy  by  delay. 
ad  Aug.         At  Nuncas  Nullas,  the  Englifli  again  en-r 
NmiMs^^    countered  the  enemy,   confifting  of  twenty 
Nuiiw.      thouiand  horfe  and  eight  thoufand  foot ;  here, 
for  the  firft  time,  they  experienced  the  effeds  of 
•  Coffim's  new  fyftem  of  tadics.    The  troops  were 

'  potted  with  great  judgment,  divided  into  regu-^ 

.  lar  brigades,  had  a  good  train  of  artillery,  wer^ 
.     felothcd  and  accoutred  upon  the  Englifli  model, 
.  and  difplayed  an  order  and  fpirit  which  bore 
ibme  anology  to  that  of  the  Europeans.     But 
the  Englifli  army,  animated  with  refentment 
^d  fluflied  with  fuccefs,  fuimounted  every 
t)bftaclc  drove  the  enemy  off  the  field,  made 
themfelves  matters  of  their  whole  train  of  ar- 
tillery,  and  took  a  hundred  and  fifty  boats 
laden  with  grain  and  ttores.  • 
Sitgetnd       DiscouRAOi^  by  this  defeat,  the  nabob's 
capture  of  tfoOps  did  not  again  venture  to  face  the  Engr 
AudaNui,  jjjj;^  ^jj^  flel^)^  ^yt  ^.plied  on  their  fortifica. 

tions,  as  tbe  fol^  means  of  defence ;  but  neither 
hnmhers  nor  rortifications  availed.  Adams 
next  attacked  them  at  Auda  Nulla:  a  poft 
ilrong  by  nature  and  art,  protected  in  front  by 
a  fwamp,  on  one  fide  by  mouptainsi  apd  an  thd 

pther 
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other  by  the  Ganges.    The  Indians  had  thrown  c  H  AR 
up  a  great  work  on  which  they  mounted  a  hun-  y^^^ 
dred  pieces  of  cannon,  and  it  was  defended  in     «7^> 
front  by  a  ditch  fifty-four  feet  wide,  and  full  of 
water  in  every  part  except  towards  the  moun^ 
tains.      Tl)e  breadth  of  dry  ground  did  not 
exceed  two  hundred  yards,  and  lay  between 
the  fwamp  and  the  river.    The  Britifli  com- 
mander at  fivft  hefieged  this  fortification  in 
form,  but  wearied  with  an  inadion  of  fourteen  a,ftA«t* 
days,  prdjeded  an  attack  on  the  fide  of  the  to^ihSciH. 
mountains  which  was  deemed   fufticiently  fe- 
cure.     This  bold  and  mafterly  movement  w^as 
iudicioufly  executed  by  major  In^'in ;  the  in- 
trenchmenls  were  carried,  a  general  rout  en- 
fued,  and  as  many  periihcd  in  the  river  as  by 
the  fword. 

The  enemy  now  abandoned  all  the  countiy;  Capttireof 
Adams   carried  his  vidorious  arms  to  Mon-  ^^f^* 
ghir,  and  after  a  fiegeof  nine  days,  compell* 
ed  the  garrifon,  confiding  of  two  thouland, 
to  furrender.    '  To  complete  the  conqueft  of 
Bengal,  the  rednftion  of  Patna  alone  remain- 
ed ;   a  detachment  was  fent  from   Monghir; 
under  captain  "Wedderburne,  WMth  ordera  to 
blockade  the  place,  and  to  inform  the  Englifli 
prifoners  of  his  appi-oach.     The  military  part  Maflicre 
of  his  inftruttions  was   performed  ;    but  the  }^^^"^" 
cruelty  of  Coffim  fruftrattd  the  intended  com-  na^."^*^ 
munication  to  the  prifoners.     Enrac;ed  and  def* 
pcrate  at  the  progrefs  of  the  Jiritilh  arms,  the 
tyrant  executed  a  horrible  act  of  unavailing 
barbarity.     He   commanded  one  Somers*  to 

i  Som«rs»  othcrwifc  Siiitiroo,  otherwlfe  Shimro,'  was  a  German, 
and  a  general  officer  in  the  nabobs  Icrvicc ;  he  had  been  a  fcneant 
in  the  French  army,  from  which  he  defei  tcti  lo  the  Briijflii  and  from 
them  to  Coffim  AH  Khm  s  he  iindcrtcok  this  horrible  bittchery 
when  no  man  in  the  nabob's  army  would  cngnge  in  it  but  him- 
fcif. 

murde^ 
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CHAP,  murder  Mr.  EUi«,  the  head  of  the  faftory,  an<f 
,^^-  about  two  hundred  Englifh  prifoners  captured 
J76a.  with  him.  The  Indian  foldiers  required  that 
the  prifoners  fliould  be  fupplied  with  arms  for 
their  own  defence  ;  but  were  compelled  by 
blows  to  fulfil  the  injundions  of  Coflim.  So 
unrelenting  were  thefe  orders,  that  even  an  in- 
fant child  of  Mr.  Ellis''  was  facrificed,  and  the 
only  Englifhman  who  efcaped  from  Patna  was 
a  phyfician  named  Fullarton,  who  a  few  days 
before  received  a  pardon  from  the  nabob.  Nor 
was  the  tyrant  content  with  this  butchery :  He 
put  to  death  upwards  of  thirty  of  his  own  fub- 
jeds  whom  he  fufpefted  of  favouring  the  Kng- 
iifli,  and  left  their  bodies  to  be  devoured  by 
the  wild  bea{ls  and  birds  of  prey;  a  peculiar 
ignominy  among  the  Gentoos:  one  of  thefe 
vidims  was  the  unfortunate  llamnarain. 
Patna  Coss I M,  confidering  Patna  as  a  laft  refource^ 

taken.       evinced  a  proportionate  energy  in  tlie  defence* 
llis  troops  exhibited  unufual  holdnefs  and  dif-. 
cipline,  and  made  a  refolute  fally,   in  which 
they  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  blow  up  a  princi- 
pal magazine.     But  Patna  not  being  regularly 
fortified,  the  batteries  foon  deftroyed  the  works, 
filencedthe  cannon,  and  made  a  pradicable 
6th  Nov.    breach,  and  after  a  ficge  of  eight  days  the  city 
Total  con.  was  taken  by  llorm.     Thus  in  lefs  than  four 
^^^     months  the  whole  province  of  Bengal  was  fub-. 
dued  by  major  Adams ;  he  was  the  firft  European 
who  achieved  that  important  conqueft. 
Fiightof        Deprived  of  his  laft  fortrefs,  the  nabob, 
accompanied  by  the  murderer  Somers,  crolfed 
the  Ganges  with  all  his  treafure  into  the  pro- 

%  Meflfrt.  Elltf,  Hay,  Lufliington,  and  fix  other  gentlcmei^ 
were  cut  to  pieces  and  thrown  into  a  well,  which  was  afterwards 
filled  up.  The  otbev  prrfons  murdered  were  thrown  into  anotbec 
well. 

"vince 
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vince  of  Oude,  where  he  received  an  afylum  CHAF* 

from  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  vizier  of  Shah  Allum,  s^!;^ 

the  great  mogul,  but  was  not  permitted  to  in-  176  s- 
troduce  bis  army. 
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CHAPTER   THE    TWELFTH: 

1764 — 1766.' 

Affairs  of  India  continued. — Difputes  at  the 
India  hoiife,  —  Lord  Clive  appointed  chief 
governor.  —  Coffim  received  and  prote&ed 
by  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  nabob  of  Otide  —  wha 
makes  hoftile  preparations  againjl  the  Eng- 
li/k.  —  Death  of  major  J  dams.  —  Mutinous: 
Jiate  of  the  army.  —  Battle  of  Buxar.  — 
Shah  Alhim  ef capes  to  the  Englijh  campy  and 
enters  into  a  treaty.  —  Sujah  ul  Dozclahjb^ 
licits  peace  —  which  is  re  fifed.  —  Surrender 
of  Chander  Geer.  —  Allahabad^  the  capital 
of  Oude,  taken.  —  Death  of  Mir  Jaffier.  — • 
The  council  declare  Najim  ul  Dowlah  his 
fucceffbr.-^  Arrival  of  lord  Clive.  —  Final 
overthrow  of  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  —  He  fur- 
renders  himfelf  to  the  Englijh.  —  An  ad- 
vantageous peace  concluded. — Efforts  of  lord 
Clive  to  rejlore  order  and  economy.  —  Mu-^ 
tiny  of  the  military  fuppreffed  by  lord  Clive. 
—  Profpernty  of  the  company. — The  divi- 
dends augmented. 

CHAP.  ^pHE  rapid  viciflitudes  of  the  company's  af- 
\J^^  fairs,   excited  a  violent  fenfation  among 

Dirutt'sat  *^^  proprietors  of  (lock  in  London,  and  the 
thc?n<Ua  India  houfe  was  divided  into  two  zealous  and 
houie.  rancorous  parties.  The  depofition  of  Mir 
Coflim  gave  rife  to  many  animadverfions,  and 
the  fublequent  tranfaflions,  which  at  one 
period  brought  the  affairs  of  the  company 
to  the  verge  of  ruin,  occafioned  fpirited  de- 
bates and  vehement  altercations.  ^  A  detail  of 
the  proceedings  would  at  tbis  diftance  of  timp 

afford 
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afford  neither  plcafure nor  inftnidion ;  and  the  c  H  Aa  - 
eloquence  difplayed  botli  at  the  India  huufe,    ^l;^ 
and  through  the  medium  of  the  prefs,  only  re-     17^ 
'^minds  us  of  the  pertinacity  with  which  the  ad- 
herents of  Clive  and  Sullivan  fuppoited  Uieir 
rcfpeftive  opinions,  but  infpires  no  curiofity  to 
examine  the  arguments  which  were  adduced 
by  either. 

For  fomc  time  the   interefts  were  almoft  LordaiVe 
equally  balanced ;  Mr.  Sullivan  was  continued  ^'^p^  ^  ^n- 
cfaairman  of  the  court  of  Diredors,  and  every  vera"  |e- 
effort  to  give  an  afcendancy  to  lord  Clive's  ocral. 
party  was  unfuccefsful.     At  length,  his  ad- 
licrents,  after  a  long  and  anxious  conteft,.,  ac* 
quired  a  fuperiority ;  the  perilous  fituation  of 
^  India  pointed  him  out  as  the  only  pcrfon  capa- 
ble of  retrieving  tlie  aifairs  of  tlie  company; 
he  was  nominated  governor  general,  and  com-  id  Mtj 
tnander  of  the  forces  at  Bengal,  and,  at  the  re-  *764- 
queft  of  the  proprietors,  took  his  inftantaneous 
departure  for  Calcutta,  after  receiving  tlie  order 
of  the  Bath.    Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Sykes  wcreat 
the  fame  time  appointed  counfellors  at  the  prefix- 
dency,  the  former  to  fucceed  to  the  govern- 
ment    Lord  Clive,  Mr.  Sumner,  general  Car- 
•nac,  Mr.  Verelft,  and  Mr.  Sykes  were  alfo  ap- 
pointed a  feleft  committee,  with  fpecial  powers. 

However  irritated  and  indignant  againft  Codim  re- 
Coffim  Ali  Khan,  the  Englilli  refpccled  the  ter-  7J;^^c4* 
ritories  of  a  neutral  power,  and  therefore,  when  b^  the  n»- 
he  had  effected  his  efcape,   rigidly  abftained  ^^^{ 
from  purfuing  him,  and  encamped  during  four 
months  on  tlieir  own  fide  of  the  river. .  Sujah 
ul  Dowlah,  the  nabob  of  Oude,  at  firft  dif- 
played great  moderation  and  prudence,  in  not 
commencing  hoftilities  in  favour  of  the  rcfu» 
.  gee  tyrant  of  Bengal ;  but  the  caulc  of  a  na^ 
live  prince,  expelled  from  his  dominions  by 

Europeans, 
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CHAP.  Eurdpeans,  without  any  complaint  from  his 
^n^  own  fubjeds,  excited  fympathy,  and  notwith* 
1764*  (tanding  the  remonilrances  of  the  council  at 
Calcutta^  on  the  impropriety  of  affording  pro-^ 
tedion  to  Coffim  while  he  profeffed  to  be  on 
^'^^  terms  of  friendfliip  with  them,  the  nabob  of 
Sk^tparl  Oude  not  only  perfevered  in  fheltering  him 
ations  from  purfuit,  but  foon  began  to  colIe6l  a  for* 
iarila.^  midable  army  He  anfwered  the  remouftrances 
of  the  council  by  recriminatory  manifeftoes; 
terminating  in  extravagant  threats,  and  even 
endeavoured,  by  mifreprefentations,  to  influence 
Mir  Jaffier  to  renounce  the  Englilh  alliance, 
and  throw  himfelf  on  the  proteftion  of  Shah 
Allum,  who  then  refided  Anth  Sujah  ul  Dow- 
lab.  Coflim's  troops,  though  they  could  not 
obtain  leave  to  enter  the  province  of  Oude, 
till  annoyed  the  company's  forces,  and  the 
Englifli  commander  openly  profelied  an  in- 
tention of  carrying  his  arms  into  the  domi- 
nions of  Sujah  ul  Dowlah.  Alarmed  at  this 
information,  and  anxious  to  retra6l  his  hof- 
tile  profeflions  with  the  leaft  poffible  in- 
jury to  his  pride,  ^he  prince  indirc6tly  made 
conciliatory  overtures,  and  applied  to  the 
Enghlh  government  for  terms  of  peace.  He 
rejeded,  however,  moll  explicitly,  the  pro- 
pofition  of  yielding  up  Coflim  and  Somers, 
which  was  made  to  him  as  the  cfifcntial  bafis? 
of  a  treaty.  Soon  afterwards  fome  of  Coflim's 
troops  having  furprifed  a  party  of  Englilli, 
brought  their  heads  in  triumph  to  Shah  Allum; 
.the  real  difpofition  of  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  then 
♦became  apparent,  and  by  his  afliftance  Mir 
<Joflim  was  enabled  to  fend  into  the  field  an 
^*my  of  fifty  thouland  men,  with  a  propor- 
tionate train  of  artillery.* 

This 
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This  hoftile  movement  was  probably  ac-  chap, 
celerated  by  the  death  of  major  Adams,  whofe  ^'J;^. 
name  alone  was  futficient    to  excite  terror.     i7«4- 
But  the  judicious  choice  of  a  fucceffor  in  ma-  ^V^  ^^ 
jor  Heftor  Monro,  afforded  the  enemy  no  rea-  Adams, 
fon  to  tiiumph.     His  force  M'as  only  nine  thou- 
Jand  men,  ot  whom  not  more  than  twelve  hun- 
dred M'ere  Europeans,  and  this  fmall  army  was  Mutinout 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  infubordination  and  mutiny,  ftatirof  the 
that   he   was  compelled  to  punifli  the  ring-  *""^* 
leaders  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  military  fe- 
verity,  by  fentencing  twenty-four  of  them  to 
be  blown  away  from  the  mouth  of  cannon.* 

Actuated 

*  Sir  He6lor'*8  own  account  of  this  tranfa^lion,  given  in  evidence 
befofe  the  comonittee  of  the  boufe  of  commons*  is  i'ubjoined  at 
length  ;  it  difplays  the  dreadful  dilemma  to  which  he  was  reduced, 
stnd  the  vigour  and  refolution  with  which  be  extricated  himielf,  and 
faved  the  company.  **  I  found  tiie  army*^  he  fays,  **  Europeans  ag 
'^  well  as  feapoys,  mutinous,  deferting  to  the  enemy,  threatening  to 
*<  carry  off  their  officers  to  the  enemy,  demanding  an  angmentation 
*<  of  pay,  demanding  large  fums  of  money,  which  they  faid  had 
**  been  promifed  them  by  the  nabob,  and  difobedient  to  all  order  i 
"  foor  hundred  of  the  Europeans  had  gone  off  in  a  body,  and  joined 
**  the  enemy  fome  time  before  I  join^  the  army.  This  be.iig  the 
*<  fituation  the  army  was  in,  I  fully  determined  to  endeavour  to  con- 
**  quer  that  mutinous  difpofition  in  them,  before  I  would  attempt  to 
**  conquer  the  enemy.— >I  accordingly  went  wi ih  a  detachment  of  the 
^  king*s  and  company^s  Europeans  from  Patna,  with  four  field  pieces 
**  of  lutillery,  to  Chippera,  one  of  the  cantonments  j  I  think  the  verv 
*'  dtjTy  or  tlie  day  after  I  arrived,  a  whole  battalion  of  feapoys,  witn 
**  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  went  off  to  join  the  enemy  j  I  im- 
**  mediaitly  detached  about  loo  Europeans,  and  a  battalion  of  Tea* 
*'  poys,  whofe  officers  told  me  they  thought  they  could  depend  upon 
•'  them  not  to  deiert,  with  two  field  pieces,  to  endeavour  to  come  up 
<*  with  the  deferters,  and  bring  them  back  to  me  *,  the  detachment 
'<  came  up  with  tnem  in  the  night  time,  found  them  aileep,  took 
**  them  priibners,  and  carried  them  back  to  Chippera.  The  officer 
**  who  commanded  the  detachment  fent  me  an  exprels,  acquainting 
**  me  with  the  hour  he  would  arrive  at  Chippeia  with  the  priibners. 
•*  1  was  ready  to  receive  them  with  the  troops  under  arms ;  upoti 
**  their  arrival  at  Chippera,  i  immediately  ordered  their  officers  to  pick 
«*  me  out  fifty  of  the  men  of  the  worft  charaf^ers,  and  who  they ' 
''  thought  might  have  enticed  the  battalion  to  d'^fert  to  the  cnemyj 
«« they  did  pick  out  fifty  ;  I  defired  them  to  pick  me  out  iwenty- 
"  four  men  of  thoiis  fifty  of  the  vvorff  charafkers :  I  immediately  or- 
«'  dered  a  field  court  martial  to  be  held  by  their  own  black  officers, 
<<  aiid  after  rrpredsnting  to  the  officers  the  heinous  crime  the  battalion 

•-had 
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CHAP.       Actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit  which diir 

yJt^JLj  t5"g^"fl^^d  his  predeceflbr,  Monro  made  an  ac- 
176+-      tive  and  vigorous  campaign.     Hefirftencoun* 

j^*'^  tered  the  Indian  army  in  an  advantageous  en- 
campment at  Buxar,  on  the  river  Camnaffaiy, 
,  above  an  hundred  miles  above  Fatna«  They 
were  protected  by  a  iporafs  lined  with  cannon, 
and  a  wood  flicltered  them  on  the  only  fide 

stdoa.  which  appeared  aiVailable.  Near  this  llrong 
poft  Monro  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who 
were  defeated  with  the  lofs  of  four  thoufand 
killed  ;  a  hundred  and  thirty-three  pieces  of 
cannon,  a  oreat  quantity  of  military  ftores, 
and  all  their  tents  ready  pitched ;  while  in 
Monro's  little  army,  which  confifted  but  of 
fcven  thoufand  and  feventy-two  men,  of  whom 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven  were  Europeans, 

••  had  bren  guilty  of,  dcfired  they  would  immediatcty  bring  ine  the ir 
•*  I'entcncc;  ihey  found  them  guilty  of  mutiny  and  delcnion,  fen* 
«« tenced  them  to  fuft'er  death,  and  left  the  manner  to  me  j  I  ordered 
•*  immediately  four  of  the  twenty-four  to  b^  tied  to  the  guns,  and 
••  the  artillery  officers  to  prepure  to  blow  them  away :  there  was  a* 
«*  remarkable  cfrcumftance  j  four  grenadiers  reprefciifcd  that  as  they 
*<  always  had  the  po(l  of  honour,  they  thought  they  were  Intitled  to  be 
*•  firft  blown  awtiy  ;  tlie  four  battalion  men  MPtre  untie<l  from  thcf 
**  guns,  and  tlie  four  grenadiers  tied  and  blown, away,  upon  which 
**  the  European  ofRcers  of  the  battalions  of  feapoys,  who  were  their 
«  in  the  field,  came  and  tuld  me,  chat  the  feapoys  would  not  fuffei* 
«<  any  more  of  the  men  to  be  blown  away.  1  ordered  the  artillerj^ 
**  otBcers  to  load  the  four  field  pieces  with  grape  ftor,  and  drew  up 
<*  the  Europeans  with  the  guns  m  their  intervals }  defired  the  officers 
«*  to  return  at  the  heads  of  their  battalions  j  ordered  them  immedi-* 
<'  ately  to  ground  their  arms,  and  if  one  of  them  attempted  to  move» 
«<  I  would  give  orders  to  iiie  upon  them,  and  treat  them  the  fame  z% 
*' if  they  were  Sera/ah  Dowlah's  army.  They  did  ground  tl)^ 
«*  ai-ms,  and  did  not  attempt  to  move,  upon  which  I  ordered  fix- 
**  teen  more  of  rlie  twenty*  four  to  be  tied  to  tlie  guns  by  force,  tnd 
«<  blown  away  the  fame  as  tlie  iirfl,  which  was  done:  1  immediatdy 
"  ordered  the  other  four  to  be  carried  to  a  cantonment>  where  tliere 
^  had  been  a  defeition  of  the  feapoys  fume  time  before,  with  pofitivc 
«*  orders  to  the  commanding  officer  at  that  cantonment  to  blow  them 
*'  away  in  the  fame  manner  at  the  guns^  which  was  accordingly 
**  done,  and  which  put  an  end  to  the  mutiny  and  defertion.**  Secf 
alfo  a  letter  from  captain  William  Jennings,  dated  laih  February 
276^  Reports,  &c.  vol.  iii.  p.  364.. 

no 
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no  more  tihan  eight  hundred' and  feventy-fbur  chap. 
were  returned  as  killed,  wounded,  and  mif-  ^};^ 
faig.  1764. 

The  mogul,  who  was  detained  by  Sujah  ul  Shah  Ai- 
Dowlah,  in  an  honourable  captivity,   efcaped  Jo'^h^g^* 
from  his  camp  the  night  preceding  this  battle,  hfh  campf* 
He  now  congratulated  Monro  on  his  vi6iory, 
and  requeflea  the  Engliih,  whom  he  confidered 
as  the  only  power  in  India  capable  of  efie£ling 
that  objed,  to  aflift  in  reftoring  him  to  the 
throne  of  Delhi ;  offering  as  a  compenfation 
for  this  benefit,  the  province  of  Oude,  or  any 
other  gratification  they  might  require.    The 
council  of  Calcutta  confented:  Shah  Allum 
was  received  in  the  Engliih  camp  as  emperor ; 
a  treaty  was  concluded   between    them,  by  »9*Dec, 
which  he  afligned  to  the  company  Ghaz^oor, 
and  the  zemmdarry  of  rajah  Bulwant  oing, 
belonging  to  the  nizamaut  of  Sujah  ul  Dow* 
lah,  and  Uiey  agreed  to  put  him  in  poflefiion  of 
Allahabad,   and  the  refl  of  the  nabob's  do-* 
minions. 

Monro  now  proceeded  to  attack  the  fort  Failure  of 
of  Chander-Geer,  fituate  on  the  Ganges,  fup-  ^^"JJJ* 
pofed  to  contain  all  the  treafures  of  Coffim,  Geci-. 
and  the  only  remaining  pofition  on  that  fide 
the  river,  retained  by  the  enemy.  This  place, 
fituated  on  a  high  hill,  was  impregnable  by 
aflault,  and  needed  neither  fkill  nor  ammunition 
ft>r  its  defence ;  the  accefs  was  fteep  and  nar- 
row, and  the  befieged  could  witji  the  ftones  and 
r^bbiih  of  thdr  own  fortifications  repel  the 
efforts  of  valour,  and  deride  the  machinations 
of  art.  Two  fucceflive  nights  Monro  led  his 
gallant  followers  to  the  attack  of  this  fortreft, 
and  was  twice  repulfed;  the  Indians,  taught  by 
experience,  no  longer  abandoned  themfelves  to 
aegligent  fl umber,  and  the  major  reludantly 

VOL.  t.  u  abandoniag 
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CHA^P.  abandoning  the  enterprizc,  fonned  his  camf 
\J^}^    under  the  walls  of  Benares. 

J764.  Here  Beney  Bahadre,  the  minifter  of  Sujali 
^owiahfo-  ^^  Dowlah,  waited  on  Monro  ^nth  overtures 
licitspeace.  of  peace,  but  MouFo  inflexibly  refufed  to  liftea 
to  any  terms,  unlefs  the  furrender  of  Coffim 
and  Somers  was  firft  granted.  The  fubahdar, 
with  an  inflexibility  equally  honourable,  re- 
fufed to  betray  thofe  whom  he  had  engaged  to 
prote6l;  every  method  was  ineffe6lually  tried 
to  effeft  an  accommodation;  bribes  which 
might  have  awakened  cupidity  in  the  nioft  ftoi- 
cal  mind,  were  refufed.  Sujah  ul  Dowlah 
yielded  fo  far  as  to  engage  that  he  would  caufe 
Somers  to  be  afTaffinated^  but  this  expedient 
being  alfo  rejefted,  the  treaty  was  broken  off. 
Harafics  SujAH  UL  DowLAH  was  not  iufligated  hy 
tTMM  "*^  defpair  to  folicit  peace ;  he  was  ftill  at  the  head 
of  a  formidable  army ;  yet  though  elated  by 
Monro's  ill  fuccefs  at  Chander-Geer,  he  did 
not  attack  tlie  Britifh  camp,  but  fent  flying, 
parties  of  horfe  to  harafs  the  out  pofts  by  re-, 
peated  fkinniflies,  keeping  his  main  body  with 
the  artillery  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  miles. 
This  conduct  reduced  the  Britifli  commander 
to  a  critical  dilemma;  he  could  not  fafely  re- 
main before  Benares,  nor  did  he  deem  it  pru- 
dent to  quit  his  pofition,  though  he  was  .daily' 

b  The  offers  were  twenty -five  lack  of  rupees  (31X9500 1.)  to  defrajf 
the  expences  of  the  war$  the  like  fum  to  the  army  $  and  eight  lack  to 
Monro  himfelfy  which  with  his  fhare  of  the  twenty-fiye  lack  would 
have  made  about  twelve  lack»  or  (150,000 1)  for  himfelf.  Irvr^^* 
ing  this  fplendid  temptation  Monro  difplayed  in  impreflive  colours  the 
gallantry  and  difmtereftednefs  of  the  military  chara^er.  He  (aid,  *'  IF 
f*  the  nabob  would  give  me  all  the  lacks  in  his  treafory,  I  would  make 
'*^  no  peace  with  him»  until  he  had  delivered  up  thofe  murdering  rafcals, 
•*  for  I  never  could  think  that  my  receiving  eleven t)r  twelve  lack  of 
*<  rupees,  was  a  fuf&cient  atonement  for  the  blood  of  thofe  unfor- 
<'  tiinate  gentlemen  who  were  murdered  at  Patna,  nor  a  fufficient 
*'  atonement  to  the  weeping  parentSi  frivnds,  and  relations  of  thofe 
*'  unfortunate  gentlcmtfi.^* 

more 
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ttibte  and  more  ftraightened  by  the  enterpri^fes  ch  ap- 
of  the  enemy.  J^liu 

While  affairs  were  in  this  fituation  Monro     '764. 
tras  recalled  in  confequence  of  the  arrange-  ^?^^*' 
mentsmade  by  lord  Clive  before  his  departure  6th  Jan. 
from  England.    The  command  devolved,  ad  17^5- 
interim,  on  major  Sir  Robert  Fletcher.    The  ^y "rt^ 
honourable  zeal  of  this  brave  officer  to  dif-  bmFic** 
tinguilh  the  brief  period  of  his  authority  by  ^**^- 
brilliant  and  ufeful  exertions,  fortunately  ter- 
minated thp  difficulty  in  which  Monro  had 
found  himfelf  involved.      In  oppofition  to  the 
opinion  of  his  principal  officers,  he  left  the 
camp  before  Benares   at  midnight,  and  ad-  Htbjto. 
vanced  towards  the  enemy,  leaving  a  party 
fufficiently  (Irons  to  blockade  the  city  during 
his  abfence.     Three  days  were  employed  in  ^vhotmti 
reaching  the  nabob's  camp,  although  but  fif-  the  enemy 
teen  miles  diftant ;  twice  they  were  drawn  up  ^  ^^&^ 
to  receive  him,  and  on  his  approach  retreated 
in  good  order,  but  the  third  time  fled  with 
precipitation.     Being  thus  delivered  from  the 
immediate  prefence  of  the  enemy,  the  army 
was  enabled  to  extend  its  pofition,  and  relievea 
from  the  want  of  forage  and  provifions. 

Fletcher.,  ftill  anxious  to  fignalize  himfelf,  Surrender 
refolved  to  attack  the  fortress  from  which  ^^^q^^ 
Monro  had  been  repulfed ;  and  the  garrifon, 
whofe  pay  was  fix  months  in  arrear,  refufmg 
to  obey  the  orders  of  their  governor,  mutinoufly 
compelled  him  to  furrender.  This  gave  birtn 
to  a  moft  affeftin^  and  pathetic  fcene.    The 

fovemor  came  forth,  and,  m  fight  of  his  troops, 
elivered  the  key  to  Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 
Then  ihedding  tears  he  complimented  the  vic- 
tor, and  apologized,  not  for  his  too  refolute 
defence,  but  for  his  too  fpeedy  furrender.  "  I 
**  have  endeavoured,"  he  faid,  *^  to  a6l  like  a 
V  2  "  foldier, 
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CHAP,  "foldicr,  but  dqferted  by  my  prince^  andlefit 
J^l^   "  ^'^^  ^  mutinous  garrifon,  what  could  I  do? 
1765.      "  God  and  you,  (laying  his  hand  on  the  Ko- 
"  ran,  and  pointing  to  his  foldiers)  are  wit- 
*'  nefles  that  to  the  faith  pf  the  Englifh  I  now 
**  truft  my  life  and  fortune." 
Allahabad       PROFITING  bv  his  good  fuccefs,  Sir  Robert 
tfkca-        fooix  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Allahabad,  the 
enemy's  capital,  though  defended  by  a  ftrong 
wall,  and  capable  of  making  a  vigorous  re- 
fiftance.     This  conqu^ft  feemed  utterly  to  ruin. 
Sujah  ul  Dowlali's  affairs,  and  to  leave  his  do- 
minions intirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Englifti, 
14th Jan.        During  thefe  tranfaftions,    the   cfcath  of 
17«5-        Jaffier  Ali  Khan  at  Mooiliedabad  materially 
mIt  jaf-     affedled  the  ^te  of  Bengal.     By  the  law  of 
fier.  inheritance,  both  in  Europe  and  Hindoilan,*  the 

rights  of  Jaffier  Ihould  nave  defcended  to  his 
grandfon,  the  offspring  pf  his  fon  Miran,  who 
was  about  fix  years  old ;  but  Jaffier,  by  a  tefta.- 
mentary  paper,  bequeathed  the  fucceffion  to 
his  natural  fon/  Najim  ul  Dowlah,  then  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  whom  he  had  for 
fome  time  affociated  in  the  government  with 
him ;  in  his  laft  rjioments  he  alfo  gave  to  his 
appointed  fucceffor  aletter  of  advice,  enjoining 
him  to  continue  the  rajah  Nundcomar,  his  own 
favourite,  in  the  office  of  prime-miqifter,  and  to 
follow  his  in fl;iuftions.  Lord  Clive  was  not  yet 
arrived,  and  the  council,  apprized  of  the  mea- 
fures  adopted  in  England  to  abridge  their  ju- 
rifdi6lion,  employed"  the  laft  moments  of  their 

«  It  appears,  however,  that  thefe  laws  were  frequently  fuperieded 
throughout  the  mogul  empire. 

^  The  f&5l  of  Najim  ul  Doirlalfs  being  an  illegitimate  fonis  ftated 
on  the  authority  of  a  letter  to  the  court  of  dire^ors,  dated  the  30th 
of  September  1765,  figned  by  lord  Chve,  W.B.Sumner,  J.  Car- 
nac,  H.  Verelft,  and  F.  Sykes  t  it  forms  a  hiaterial  point  in  kht 
confideration  of  iiibfeciuent  event*:. 

,  1  expiring 
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e^qpirmg  authority,  forpurpofes  of  avarice  and  chap. 
ambition/    Although  the  importance  of  the   J^Jj^^ 
crifis  demanded  great  confideration,  and  no  in-     1765* 
convenience  could   arife  from  delay,  yet  the  Thccaun- 
council  ai6led  with  unwarrantable  precipitation,  di  declare 
and  notwithfianding  the  debauched  and  profli-  p^ISbw 
gate  charader  of  Najim  ul  Dowlah,  and  the  hisfuc- 
juft  claims  of  the  infant  fon  of  Miran,  afFefted  ^'^'^ 
to  fandion  the  will  of  Mir  Jafiier,  without  even 
recfuiring  the  confent  of  the  mogul.      ITius 
they  eJctorted  large  fees  from  the  weaknefs  and 
diftrefs  of  the  young  nabob/  while  their  con- 
du6l  towards  him  was  replete  with  harihneis 
and  infolence.*    Inftead  of  Nundcomar  they 
compelled  him  to  confer  the  naibfhip  or  de- 
puty government  of  the  province  on  Mahom- 
med  Rhezi  Khan,   who  was  confidered   both 
by  Najim  and  his  father  as  their  implacable 
enemy.^    Jealous  of  Nundcomar's  influence, 
they  compelled  Najim  ul  Dowlah  to  fend  him 
to  Calcutta  for  trial  as  a  traitor,  reiifling  the 
threats,  prayers  and  importunities  of  the  youth 
they  had  exalted ;  and  in  this  infiance  even  tiKe 
temptation  of  a  large  bribe  which  was  offtred 
both  by  Najim  and  Nundcomar.     Moft  pro- 
bably the  rajah  had  excited  his  matter  to  at- 

•  The  company  highly  djTapproved  their  conduA  5  fee  letter  of 
the  19th  of  Febniary  176^.    Rcponsy  &c.  toL  iii.  p*  455. 

f  It  appeari  thst  on  this  occaiion  iS9)00o].  fterling  werediftri- 
buted  amoiig  the  cooncil^  befides  other  Turns  fuppofed  to  have  beea 
receiTed,  but  of  which  no  evidence  could  tie  obtuned. 

f  See  Najim  ul  Dowlah's  letter  to  the  rcle6t  comniittee  at  Calcutta, 
Reports,  &c.  vol.  iii.  409.    It  is  however  to  be  obierved,  that  after 
lord  Clive's  arrival,  the  feieA  committee,  on  mature  inveftigation». 
daclared  many  of  the  charges  in  thia  letter  void  of  foundation,  idm* 
p.  418. 

^  In  order  to  obtain  this  elevation,  and  in  compenfation  to  thole 
who  affifted  him,  Mahomraed  Khezi  Khan  was  laid  to  have  diftii* 
bnted  in  gratifications  twtntv  lacks  of  rupees.  See  on  ^s  fubjeft» 
the  reports  of  committeei,  roL  iii*  p.  41 1,  4x2, 41 3. 

u  3  '    tempt 
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CHAP,  tempt  his  etnancipation  from  the  opprcffivc^ 
^1^   authority  of  the  council,  but  the  cnarge  of 
1765-     treafon  appearing  deftitute  of  foundation,  he 
was  afterwards  difcharged.' 
3d  May         On  his  arrival  at  Calcutta,  lord  Clive  efta* 
Arnvai     t^^i^^^  the  fele6l  cbmmittee,  and  formed  regu* 
pndreguia-  lations  and  covenants  calculated  to  reftrain  the 
r*^d*cr      coortnous  and  flagitious  peculations  of  the 
7t*h.    *^^'  company's  officers.^    An  order  was  alfo  iflued 
for  lecuring   and  bringing  to  Calcutta,   all 
Europeans  who  had  no  claim  from  indentures 
to  the  proteftion  of  the  company. 
Military         Gekeral  Carnao,  who  was    previoufly 
proceed*     difpatched  to  take  the  command  of  the  army, 
"'^•'         found  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  dill  meditating  an  in- 
curfion  into  Bengal ;  that  active  and  fpirited 
prince,  although  often  defeated  in  the  field,  tx^ 
pelled  from  his  beft  fortreffes,  deprived  of  his 
vizierate,  and  abandoned  by  the  mogul,  was 
notdivefted  of  his  fortitude,  or  deftitute  of  re- 
fource.     He  made  an  alliance  with  Mulbar,  a 
chief  of  the  Mahrattas,  the  moft  warlike  tribe 
in  India,  and  ftill  indulged  a  hope  of  retrieving 
his  almoft  defperate  fortunes.   General  Carnac, 
apprized  of  this  intention,  by  a  rapid  march, 
effieded  a  junftion  with  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  in 
the  diftridt  of  Korah;  attacked  Sujah  ul  Dow* 

1  The  chara6lcr  of  Nundcomar  was  open  to  many  reproaches  $ 
he  was  fuppoftd  to  have  embexsled  a  great  (hare  of  the  revenues  (j* 
Mir  Jafiicr  i  he  was  adverfe  to  the  Engliih;  and  the  army,  by  hia 
menns,  fuScred  many  inconveniences  and  privations.  See  RepoitSy 
Sec.  vol.  iii.  p.  305.  368. 

^  A  letter  from  the  court  of  dircSors,  dated  the  xftof  June  17649 
requiring  the  execution  of  thefe  covenants,  was  received  in  Bengal 
on  th«  li^th  pf  January  1765,  but  had  not,  on  lord  Ciive>  arrivaJ^ 
been  executed  by  any  one  of  the  company^s  fervants  j  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  Mr.  Spencer,  who  was  then  governor}  ever  |>rought  the 
matter  under  the  conhdei'ation  of  the  council  board,  or  gave  any  no- 
tice to  the  company^  fervants  that  they  were  required  to  execute  fuch 
covenants.  See  Reports  pf  committees  to  thp  houlc  of  commons, 
vol.  iiu  p«  3 1 5* 

l9h 
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lah  at  Calpy  before  he  could  unite  his  forces  Chap. 
with  the  Mahrattas,  and  routed  his  army  with  ,^^ 
^reat  flaughter.    The  Mahrattas  ftill  threaten-  3d  May 
mg  an  irraption  into  the  nabobs  province,  ^^^t^^^ 
Carnac  drove  them  acrofls  the  Jumnah,  and  sJjah  u^ 
compelled  them  to  feek  refiiM  in  the  "hills.         DowJah. 

In  this  emergency,  SujsSi  ul  Dowlah  dif-  "^.^^' 
played  genuine  greatnefs  of  mind :  ftill  pre-  M^hnittas! 
ferving  his  word  inviolate,  he  permitted  Coffim  sujah  ui 
and  Somers  to  efcape,*  and  after  explaining  his  ?^^*^ 
deli^  to  the  general,"  came  unattended  to  the  hj^f.  * 
Britifh  camp,    and  furrendered  himfelf  a  pri- 
foner,  to  accept  peace  on  fuch  terms  as  fhould 
refalt  from  the  juftice  and  courtefy  of  the  vic- 
tor,    Carnac  received  him  with  the  diftinftion 
due  to  a  brave  and  diilreflbd  prince. 

Lord  Clive  deemed  this  crifis  fufficiently  Treaty  of 
important  to  attend  in  perfon  at  the  fcene  of  peace  ne« 
neg<^ation.     An  agreement  had  been  previ-  s®"**^- 
oufly  made  with  the  council,  that  Shah  AUum 
fliould  be  put  in  poffeffion  of  the  province  of 
Oude,  but  this  project  was  fraught  with  great 
and  inevitable  mifchief     Lord  Clive  was  ex- 
prefsly  infiruded  by  the  feleft  committee  to 
exert  his  endeavours  in  conciliating  the  af- 
fe&ons  of  the  native  powers,  in  removing  their 
jealoufy,  by  convincing  them  that  the  Englifli 
had  no  views  of  conqueft,   but  only  aimed  at    . 
fecurity  in  carrying  on  a  free  trade,  equally 
beneficial  to  the  natives  and  to  the  company. 
He  was  alfo  dire^d  Jiot  to  feek  an  extenfion  of 
territorial  pofleffion,  and  recommended  to  reiu- 
ftate  Suiah  ul  Dowlah  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
all  his  dominions,  without  retaining  any  of  his 

>  The  nabob  found  a  refuge  among  the  Rohillas,  the  German 
among  the  Jats. 

*>  See  bit  letter,  the  anfwer,  and  proceedings  thereon.  Reports^ 
&c.-voL  ill.  p»4i6. 

u  4  flrong 
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'  c  H  A  F*  ftrong  li6lds,  or  infifting  on  terms  which  mighf 
y^Jij    be  irkfome  to  his  high  fpiritj  aad  imply  a  fuf- 

»76s.  picion  of  his  iinccrity. 
Termtad-  LoRD  Clivje  condu^led  the  negotiation  in 
juftpd.  conformity  to  tbefe  inftruftions,  and  to  hiB 
own  judgment,  which  was  flrongly  repugnant 
to  the  fyftem  of  incroachment  on  the  province 
of  Oude,  Convinced  that  any  eilabliihment 
there,  would  only  augment  the  number  of  fac- 
tories, without  increafmg  trade;  he  omitted 
the  word  fadories  in  the  treaty,"  but  did  not 
covenant  againfl  eftabliihing  them  in  fo  pofi- 
tive  a  manner  as  to  preclude  the  companv  at 
any  future  period  from  adopting  the  mealure* 
The  greater  part  of  the  nabob's  dominions  was 
therefore  reuored,  but  Shah  AUum  obtained 
the  country  of  Korah,  and  f^art  of  the  provin  ce 
of  Alli^habad,  with  a  grant  of  twenty-fix  lacks 
of  rupees  (385,000  L)  Yearly,  payable  out.of 
the  revenues  of  Bengal.  In  return  for  thefe 
ceflions,  the  mogul  granted  to  the  company 
the  reverfion  in  perpetuity  of  lord  Clive'a  Jag- 
hire,  or  penfiou,  which  amounted  to  nearly 
30,000  L  a  year,  and  the  dewanny*  of  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Oriffa ;  and  Siyak  ui  Dowlah  co- 
venanted to  pay  to  the  compaBy  fifty  lacks 
(6 1 5,000  L)  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  war. 
The  Dewanny  was  declared  fubjeft  to  no 
charges,  except  the  fifty  lacks  to  the  mogul» 
and  fifty-thref  Jacks  (66^,500 1.)  per  annum  ta. 
Najim  ul  Dowlah  for  the  fupport  of  his  dig- 
nity.   -     . 

.^  Sxecnted  the  i^th  of  Augoft  17^5.  Soe  the  trea^,  and  the 
^vei'al  firmauns  confirming  the  variout  articlct,  in  the  Keporta»  &c. 
Vol.  ill.  p.  446,  ft/eq, 

0  Tlj  w«fd  dcwanny  is  not  cafily  rendkiied^into  Eftgllfii.  The 
office  of  dewanny  was  anciently  undcrftood  to  be  the  collecting  of 
all  the  rrirenues,  and  after  the  defraying  the  expences  of  the  armyy 
tnd  allowing  n  fufficient  fund  for  the  iupport  of  tl^  government  la 
tlie  prpvince,  to  remit  the  refidvje  to  Pelhi. 

This 
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.    This  arrangement  was  highly  acceptahle  to  chap: 
the  native  princes;  the  nabob  of  Oude  received   J^J^ 
terms  more  advantageous  than  his  moft  fan-     *7<5- 
guine  hopes  could  prefage;  the  mogul  obtained  ^if'J^all 
the  means  of  marching  an  army  to  Delhi  in  paitict« 
fupporfc  of  his  claim  to  the  throne;  and  the  na- 
bob of  Bengal,  coniidering  the  perplexities  at* 
'tending  his  title,  and  the  difgraceful  ftate  in 
which  he  had  been  placed,  was  fatisfied  with 
the  poffeffion  of  an  abundant  revenue,  and  an 
exemption  from  controul. 

To  the  company  the  treatv  was  pregnant 
with  unlimited  advantages.  It  tended  to  ex* 
tinguifh  the  jealoufy  of  the  native  powers,  to 
infure  the  gratitude  of  three  princes;  and 
ihould  they,  contrary  to  expeflation,  endeavour 
to  difturb  the  pofleffion  of  tlie  Engliih,  deprived 
them,  by  the  lofc  of  the  dewanny,  of  the 
ilrength  and  riches  requifite  to  make  a  formic 
dable  attempt,  either  by  force  or  corruption. 
It  promifed  to  terminate  revolutions,  as  the, 
nabob  could  not  gratify  the  expeSations  of  the 
venal  and  mercenary,  and  no  longer  poiTeffed 
a  fund  for  fecret  fervices,  donations  and  ^- 
tuities.  The  revenue  thus  obtained  to  thcj 
company  was  flated  by  lord  Clive  at  near  one' 
million  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per' 
annum,  and  his  calculation  was  not  exagger* 
ated. 

Thus  happily  and  glorioufly  terminated  a. 
conteft,*  in  tne  courfe  of  which  the  exiftence  of 
the  Britifh  name  in  India  was  more  than  once ' 
thieatened  with  annihilation.    The  motive  for 
hoitilities  on  our  part  was  generally  mere  ne- ; . 
cefldty :  the  depofition  of  Mir  Jaffier  has  beea 
expofed  to  the  greateft  ihare  of  cenfure :  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  acquit  him  of  the 

.  murders 
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CHAP,  murders  imputed  to  him/  but  the  arguments 
^^J[^  in  his  favour  are  not  fupported  by  adequate 
^765-     proof.'    But  even  Ihould-  his  acquittal  on  this 
point  be  well  founded,   his    incapacity  and 
treachery  had  a  direft  tendency  to  ruin  him- 
felf  and  the  company,  and  juftified  the  reib- 
^  lutions  adopted  by  the  council.     As  a  proof 
it  is  only  necelfary  to  obferve  that  the  war 
againft  the  Shah  Zaddah,  was  by  him  and  his 
fon  protraded  to  a  ruinous  length,  which  un- 
der his  more  vigorous  fucceffor  was  terminated 
in  a  fingle  campaign,  and  but  for  the  indo- 
lence or  treachery  of  Miran,  afting  under  the 
inilru6)^ions  of  his  father  and  his  counfellors^ 
it  might  have  been  terminated  long  before.' 
Eflfortsof   '    Having  thus  fulfilled  one  important  objeA 
lord  ciivc  of  his  miffion,  lord  Clive  afliduoufly  applied 
wd«f^    himfelf  to  reftore  fubordination  and  economy; 
^coAomj.    he  prevented  thofe  i*apid  promotions  to  offices 

P  3ee  the  clifpatch  from  the  fele^l  committee  to  the  dire£lors« 
^ted  30th  September  1765. 

'  ?  See  Vdnfittart*s  letter  to  the  proprietors  of  Eaft  India  fiock. 
xi?67.  p.  39. 

• '  ^atever  reafont  maybe  adranced  in  Tindication  of  tht  policy 
o{  the  i^r«re«  the  council  can  claim  no  pralfe  for  difmterefted- 
jiefs :  they  aviywedlj  received  200,269  1.  in  prefents. 

'  Jt  \%  sipleafure,  and  feme  relief  ft om  thedifguftoccafioned  by  fiKh 
waiktjf  of  which  repeated  inftances  occur,  to  record  the  czeoiptioD 
ofont  meritorous  individual  from  the^eneral  contagion.  '  *'  Uom- 
*'  mon  jufttce  to  the  principles  and  conduf^  of  general  Camac*** 
lord  Clive  obferves,  *<  obliges  me  further  to  add,  that  I  found  him 
«« the  only  officer  of  rank  who  had  rcfiftcd  the  temptations  to  which, 
••'by\iis  ftation,  he  was  conftantly  fubje6V,  of  acquiring  an  immenie 
*«<  fortune)  and  I  quel%ion  much,  whether  he  is  not  the  only  man 
.  *<  who  haf,.  of  iat^  years,  been  honoured  with  the  command  of  your 
«'  force's,  without  acquiring  a  very  large  independency.  The  letter 
<''from>tht  great  mognl  to  the  governor  and  council,  requeftin?  the 
*l.pei:miilion  for  him  to  accept  of  two  lack,  which  his  majefty  is 
^*  deHrous  of  beftowing  on  him  as  a  reward  fur  his  difintereftcd 
«<*  fertkcs,  will  corroborate  whit  I  have  faid  in  Kis  favour  j  and  as 
«<.ttHs  afiaify  agreeable  to  the  t^or  of  the  covenants*  is  referred  t» 
*\  the  court  of  directors,  I  make  no  doubt,  the]^  will  readily  embrace 
•♦the  opportunity  of  ihcwing  their  regard  to  fuch  diftinguifheff 
M  mcfit^  by  confenting  to  his  acceptance  of  his  roajefty's  bounty/* 

of 
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of  great  trufi,  by  which  many  young  men  had  ch  ap« 
fuddenly  acquired  immenfe  riches^  and,  ma-  sj^jlii/, 
terialiy  prejudiced  the  intereil  and  reputation  nh-%' 
of  the  company ;  he  expofed  to  due  reprehen* 
lion  thofe  who  by  their  ihamelefs  peculations 
had  obtained  imbounded  wealth,  while  the 
afiairs  of  the  company  were  confidered  as  irre* 
parably  deranged  :*  his  exertions  againft  thofe 
employed  in  civil  capacities  gave  rife  to  un* 
ce^^ng  enmity  and  oppofition^  which  purfued 
him  during  the  remainder  of  his  days,  and  his 
efforts  to  reduce  the  military  to  a  fUte  of  fub- 
brdination,  and  to  deprive  them  of  fuperabun- 
dant  advantages,  produced  a  dangerous  mu« 
tiny,  which  required  all  his  courage  and  con- 
duct to  fuppreis. 

The  feditious  difpofition  of  the  army  has  Mutiny  rf 
been  already  mentioned,  and  it  was  often  fe-  {^^" 
verely  felt  during  the  war.    The  military  in 
Bengal  enjoyed  an  additional  allowance   for 
fiibfiftence,  called  a  double  batta,  which  was 
not  granted  in  any  other  part  of  India:  it  wair 
obtained  at  the  exprefs  defire  of  Clive,  aftrt 
the  battle  of  Plaflcy,  but  as  the  motive  of  ne*' 
ceffity  had  long  ceafed,  the  court  of  diredors 
recommended  its  difcontinuance:  the  council  at 
Calcutta  made  fome  eftbrts  for  that  purpofe, 
which,  from  the  feeblenefs  of  their  authority, 
were  almoft  ineiFe£iual ;  but  the  war  being  ter-   . 
minated,  a  fufficient  allowanceprovided  for  the  j 

widows  and  children  of  officers,  and  the  fele6l 
committee  having  admitted  them  to  a  parti-' 
cipation  in  the  fait  trade,  Clive  confidered 
this  a. proper  time  to  execute  his  inftrudHons ; 

9  See  Kit  admindik  letter  to  the  court  of  direAort*    Reports  of 
Mwnktee  (o  the  houie  of  commons^  vol.iiL  p,  391. 

and  . 
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aind    iffoed  orders    for  reducing  thft   dcmblr 
batta. 

BaajFi;^^.  A  SPIRIT  of  reiiftance  immediately  mani^ 
fefted  itfelf;  committees  of  corf  efpondence  were 
eftabliibed  among  the  officers,  and  a  «neni 
confpiracy  formed,  to  compel  a  fubmimon  to 
their  demands  by  refiguing  all  their  coimnif- 
fions.  They  bound  themlelves  to  fecrecy  bjr 
foleTmi>  oaths,  executed  bonds  with  coniider* 
able  penalties  to  fecure  fidelity  to  their  en- 
gagements ;  and  raifed  a  fubicription  of  eigh- 
teen thoufand  pounds  to  provide  for  thofe  who 
might  be  unable  to  obtain  the  reftitution  of 
their  commifiions  by  adhering  to  the  afibcia* 
tion. 

It  is  afferted  that  this  confederacy,  ftreng^*^ 
ened  by  the  acceffion  of  numbers,  meditated 
more  than  a  redrefs  of  the  immediate  fource  of 
complaiifnt.  They  determined  to  procure  the 
abolition  of  the  new  covenants  reuraining  the 
company's  fervants  from  receiving  prefents 
from  the  princes  of  the  country ;  the  ann&ilai- 
tion  of  the  Mt€b  committee,  and  an  ei^age* 
ment  from  government,  with  a  fianding  order 
of  the  board,  that  no  officer  in  Bengal  fhould 
be  fuperfeded  by  others  appointed  in  Eng^d, 
or  nominated  from  either  of  the  company's  fet-' 
tlements  in  India. 
Sopprtfied  Thiit  daffgerous  coni|>iracy  was  kept  fo  pn>r 
Sile"."*  foundiy  fecwst,  that  lord  C;;iive,  who  was  at 
Mt>orfbedalMid,r  was  only  appricsed  of  it  a  few 
days  before  the  intended  refignatiou,  by  a  letter 
6am  Sk  Robert  Fletcher.  Acconapanied  by 
two<  membeis  of  the  &te&  eommitbpe,  he  in*- 
ftantly  repaired  to  Motigbir,  where  part  of  the 
Europcfijin  foldiers  had  taken  arms.  Aided  by 
the  perfuafiOtt  of  fome  fuperior  officers,  and  the' 
dttochment  of  a  black  regiment,  he  brought 

them 
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^em  back  to  their  duty,  and  proceeded  to  con-  c  H  A  F. 
ciliate  the  army  by  a  diftribution  of  honorary    ^l;^ 
rewards  to  the  non-commflioncd  officers,  by     »7W, 
Judicious  commendations -of  the  black  com- 
mandants, and  by  an  advance  of  pay  for  two 
mofRths.    Thefe  meafures  were  attended  with 
fignal  fuccefs ;  the  officers  who  lately  prefumed 
to  controul  the  government,  were  reduced  to 
the  neceffity  of  departing  for  Calcutta ;  after 
feeing  themfelves  deferted  by  the  privates,  and 
many  of  their  ftations  occupiea  by  fubaltenis 
to  wnom  lord  Clive  gave  commiilions.  The  like 
-event  attended  the  fame  exertions  in  the  two 
other  brigades  who  had  alfo  joined  in  the  con- 
ipiracy. 

The  mutineers;  now  defpondent  and  fub- 
miflive,  implored  the  reftitution  of  th^ir  com- 
miffioiis ;  fome  of  the  lead  culpable  were  in- 
dulged in  their  requeft,  and  others  put  under 
.arreft,  preparatory  to  trial  by  a  court  martial. 
This  court,  by  a  lenient  conftruftion  of  the  aft 
for  puniihing  mutiny  and  defertion  in  India, 
vould  not  venture  to  pronounce  capital  fen- 
ences,  but  infli6ted  punilhments  of  an  igno- 
minious nature.  The  governor  and  coun- 
cil, however,  compelled  the  culprits  to  re- 
turn to  Europe,  and  the  houfes  or  fome  of  the 
mod  intraftable  were  funounded  by  a  military 
guard,  till  the  ihips  were  ready  for  their  de- 
parture.* 

The  intelligence  of  this  mutiny  produced  no  Satisfac- 
great  fenfation  in  England,  becaufe  the  ac-  tjonoftbc 
count  of  its  rife  was  accompanied  with  that  of  *'*'*^***^*' 
its  fuppreffion ;  the  company  was  now  confider- 
ed  exempt  from  danger,   and  ilanding  on  a 

«  See  Strachey^t  Narrative  of  the  mutiny  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
in  Bengal.    Vereift't  View  of  the  Englifli  Goveromeut  in  Bengal, 

bafis 
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c  H  AP.  bafis  of  unrivalled  affluence  and  commercistl 
^lij    iniportance. 

1766.  Is  fach  eircumftances,  the  proprietors  of  In- 
S™i*  ^^^  ^^^^  became  defifous  to  partake  in  the 
cd.  efFe6fcs  of  that  profperity  which  was  produced 

by  fo  imminent  a  rifque  of  their  proper^.  This 
advantage  they  were  intitled  to  expeft,  as  itt 
the  courfe  of  the  war  their  dividends  were  re- 
duced from  eight  to  fik  per  cent,  and  ftill  re- 
ifth  June,  mained  at  that  point  Tne  direftors  for  a  time 
September,  cvadcd  the  propolition  by  a  finelfe,  but  a  mo- 
tion was  afterwards  carried  for  augmenting  the 
dividend  to  ten  per  cent.  At  the  fame  time  4 
meffage  in  writing  was  received  from  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafury,  importing  that  the  affairs 
of  the  Eaft  India  company  had  been  men- 
tioned in  parliament,  in  tne  laft  feflion,  and 
would  probably  be  again  taken  into  confi- 
deratioUy  therefore  with  a  view  to  enable  the 
company  to  prepare  their  papers  for  the  occa- 
(ion,  they  were  apprized  of  tne  time  when  par- 
liament would  meet. 
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CHAPTER  THE  THIRTEENTH: 

]766. — 1767. — 1768. 

TranJh8ions  in  America.  —  EffeB  of  repealing 
theAamp  a8 — and  of  the  declaratory  aB. 
— Contumacy  of  the  colonijts.  —  Difajiers  in 
the  IVeJi  Indies. — Scarcity  of  grain  in  Eng- 
land. —  Embargo  laid  by  order  of  the  privy 
council.  —  Meeting  of  parliament, — Indem- 
nity  bill — Jirenuou/ly  and  ably  argued. — 
Lord  Chatham's  efforts  to  gain  adherents.  — 
Partial  change  of  minijiry. -^  Embarrajp' 
went  of  lord  Chatham  —  his  ill  health.  — 
Want  of  union  in  the  cabinet.  — Affairs  of 
the  Eaji  India  company  difcuffed  in  parlia- 
fnent.  —  They  declare  an  increafed  dividend. 

—  Regulating  and  reji raining  bills  paffed. 
— SuTpenJion  of  the  legijlature  of  New  lorh 

—  New  duties  on  e^orts  to  America.  —  At- 
tempts to  form  minijierial  arrangments.  — 
ProjeQs  and  death  of  Charles  Tawnjhendy 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  —  his  chai^aQer. 
— Lord  North  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 

—  his  ckaraSer.  —  Grafton  adminifration. 
— Meeting  of  parliament.  —  ReJtri8ion  of 
dividends  on  EaJi  India  Jiock.  —  Nullum 
Tempus  bill  rejeaed.  —  Occafion  of  the  mo- 
tion.—  Prorogation  and  dijjblution  of  par- 
liament. 

iTpHE  repeal  of  the  (lamp  aft  difFufed  ffreat  la-  chap. 
-*-  tisiaftion  through  all  parts  of  America;  vj^^. 
but  the  rejoicings  were  calculated  to  infpire  «Ji^^% 
uneafmefs  and  alarm  in  a  prudent  adminiftra-  repealing 
tion.  The  repeal,  whether  conceded  on  the  theftamp 
ground  of  right  or  of  expediency,  was  a  tri-  ^* 

umph 


/ 
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CHAP,  umph  to  the  party  in  oppofition  to  the  Britiih 
^^™Jj    government,  and  during  the  demonftrations  of 
iy66*    joy,  the  feeds  of  future  refiftance  were  carcfiilly 
nouriflied*    The  courts  of  juftice  refumed  their 
funftions,   and  the  provincial  aflemblies  their 
fittings;  but  there  were  aot  wanting  many, 
who  hy  pamphlets,   and  news-paper  publica- 
tions, prevented  llie  return  of  cordial  amfe^on, 
and  cautioned  the  coloniils  againfi  a  too  iin<- 
plicit  reliance  on  the  moderation  of  the  mo- 
ther-country, 
ofthe  The  declaratory  a6l,  which,  in  the  expec- 

deciara-  tatiou  of  the  framcrs,  was  to  ftifle  all  differ- 
toryaa.  enccs  by  the  eftablifliment  of  an  uudeoiable 
'  principle,  was,  on  the  contrary,  exhibited  to  the 
Americans,  as  evidence,  that  the  repeal  of  the 
(lamp  a61;  had  been  rather  extorted  tnan  volun- 
tarily conceded,  and  that  the  rulers  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  nation  ilill  cheriihed  the  hopes  of  deriving, 
on  fome  more  favourable  occafion,  a  revenue 
from  the  taxation  of  America.  The  people 
were  therefore  exhorted  not  to  forego  the  means 
of  eftablifliing  their  own  independence;  they 
were  counfelled  to  encourage  the  breed  of  ihe^p 
for  a  fupply  of  wool ;  to  promote  the  culture  of 
flax,  hemp,  and  cotton,  and  the  fabrication  of 
fuch  of  tlie  coarfer  Britifli  manufaftures  as 
would  enable  them  on  a  future  contingency  to 
fupport  aflbciations  againft  importation.*  Thcfc 
meafures  obvioufly  refulted  from  the  declara- 
tory a6l,  and  ihewed  the  fallacy  of  FrankliQ's 
declaration  at  the  "bar  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, that  the  affertion  of  right  would  never 
give  the  Americans  any  concern,  if  not  at- 
tempted to  be  carried  into  pradice.^ 

^  Stedman*s  Hiftory  of  the  American  War,  vol.  i.  p.  4.S. 
^  Sec  hia  eaiamiMtiaii,  DebACt's  I>ebateS|  vol,  xv.  p.  331. 

Thanks 
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Thanks  and  addrefles  to  the  king'  were  chap. 
chcerfally  voted  by  all  the  affemblies;  but  they    J^^ 
lludioufly  avoided  any  expreflion  which  could     i7«^- 
be  conftrued  to  imply  an  oblia:ation  to  parlia-  fl^^^' 
ment;  and  they  foon  evinced  a  diipofition  not  Maflk- 
to  carry  their  compliances  to  any  extent  which  chuflet't 
ihould  fanftion  an  opinion  of  continued  obedi-  compcn- 
cnce.    The  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  his  letter  to  fotionaa, 
the  governors,  recomniended  that  a  requifition 
ihould  be  made  to  the  colonial  alTemblies,  for 
compeniations  to  thofe  who  had  been  injured 
4)y  the  late  riots.  The  governor's  mcflage  was  re- 
'lu6bintly,  and  fomewhat  contumacioufly,  taken 
into  coniidcration  by  the  affenibly  of  Mafia-* 
chuiTet's  Bay :  they  did  not  aft  upon  it  until 
the  inhabitants  fent  exprefs  inftruftions  to  their 
-reprefentatives  on  the  lubjeft,  and  until  they  re- 
ceived information  that  tne  lords  of  the  treafury 
in  England  refufed  to  pay  the  fums  of  money 
voted  hy  parliament  in  1 765,  unlefs  the  propofecl 
compenfation  was  made.     At  length,  an  aft  to 
-this  effeft  was  pafled  j  but  to  fliew  the  fpirit  of 
the  colony,  it  contained  a  claufe  of  indemnity  to 
■tl)p  offenders  in  the  riots,  who  were  thus  taught 
to  confider  themfelves,  equally  with  their  vic- 
tims»  objefts  of  the  care  and  attention  of  their 
flegiilators.'     Rhode    Ifland   and   New  York  inotw 
•^vere  equally  dilatory;  Maryland  alone  with  provinces, 
laudable    eiigemefs    voted    a    compenfation, 
though  there  was  only  one  fufferer  in  their 
province. 

An   occafion  foon  prefented  itfelf  for  dif-  Unwiiiing- 
playing  the  real  difpofition  of  the  Americans.  N/t^yJjk 

•  Stedman,  vol.  i.  p.  5«.    TliU  condiift  of  the  a flembly  of  Maf-   provide  for 
fachufiet*t  Bav  affords  another  inftance  of  the  fallacy  of  Dr.  Frankjin's  [^^  g^i\^^ 
aniwers  at  the  bar  of  the  houfc  of  commons.     He  laid  the  afTem-   igry^ 
bliet  had  no  difpofition  to  encourage  the  rioters  ;  that  they  coniider- 
cd  them  liable  to  punifhrnent,  and  would  punifh  them  themfelves  if 
they  could.     See  Debmt't  Dtbates^  rol.  iv.  p.  337: 

vpx..  I.  X  In 
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CHAP.  In  the  lull  feffion  of  parliament,  an  alteratioif 
xiiL     ^aa  made  in  the  American  mutiny  act,  enjoiir- 
1766.     ing  the  colonifts  to  fupply  the  foldiers  with  fait, 
vinegar,  and  beer  or  cyder.     The  firft  attempt 
to  obtain  this  moderate  indulgence  was  made 
in  New  York :  the  governor  applied  to  the 
affcmbly  to  provide  quarters  for  the  troops  who 
were  expe6led,  and  fpecified  the  additional  ar- 
ticles required.     The  affembly  were  fo  relaxant 
in  taking  this  meflage  into  confideration,  that 
an  addrefs  in  anfwer  was  not  voted  till  the 
foldiers  arrived,  and  were  put  to  fome  incon- 
venience for  want  of  quarters  ;  and  the  addrefi 
was  not  fatisfaclory  to  the  governor,  becaufe  no 
notice  was  taken  of  the  demand  to  fupply  the 
military  with  the  neceflities  required   by  the 
ad  of  parliament.     Another  meffage  wlis  there- 
fore font  to  the  alicmbly,   and  after  feveral 
mcUkges  and  replies,  they  finally  refolved .  not 
to  comply  with  the  amended  mutiny  ad.  They 
aftecled  to  conlider  the  principle  as  not  difter- 
ing  from  the  ftamp  law,  by  its  tendency  to  im- 
pofe  a  new  burthen,'*  and  at  length  paffed  an 
aft  which,  on  their  own  authority,  new  mo- 
delled or  repealed  a  regulation  made  by  the 
■  parliament  of  Great  Britain.' 
Condaaof      In  fome  other  provinces  the  aft  was  no  better 
other  pro^    received  ;  and  probably   the  zeal  of  the  mi-- 
vifjcM.       litary,    in   fupport  of  government,  occafioued 
this  difplay  of  refentmeut  in  the  aflemblies. 
In  Ducheflie  county,  being  called  in  to  aflift  tlic 
civil  power,  they  were  fired  on  by  the  mob,  and 
compelled,  in  their  own  defence,  to  wound  fome 
Aug.1766.  of  the  aflailants/    In  New  York,  fome  foldiers 

*  Stedman,  p.  5if 

«  Andrews's  Hiftory  of  the  American  War,  vol.  i.  p.  7! • 

'  Almonds  QoUe^u^Q  of  Paper »#  vol*  a.  p.  lox. 

attempting^ 
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attempting  to  cut  down  the  tree  of  Hherty,  chap. 
^reeled  by  the  inhabitants  as  a  token  of  triumph   ^^ 
on  the  repeal  of  the  (lamp  aft,  the  populace  re-     x?^^. 
fiiled,  and  blood  would  have  been  (hed,  had  not 
the  .moderate  dif|X)fiti6n  of  the  commanding        ^ 
officer  and  magiftrates  etfe6ied   an   amicable 
adjullment. 

While  thus,  in  America,  a  momentary  con-  pifafteirs 
ciliation  produced  no  beneficial  eifeds,    the  In^ia^^* 
Weft  India  iflands,  where  the  inhabitants  fym- 
pathized  with  the  American  colonifts  in  refifting 
the  ftamp  aft,  were  reduced  to  great  diftreffes 
by  the  formidable  devattations  of  a  hurricane,  13th Aug, 
which  began  at  Martinique,  and  extended  its 
ravages  to  feveral  of  the  leeward  iflands. 

Lord  Chatham's  miniftiy  commenced  Scarcity «f 
under  iuaufpicious  circumftances.  From  an  un-  |n'"^^^ 
interrupted  fucceflion  of  rain,  the  harveft  failed 
in  all  parts  of  England  f  the  price  of  bread  was 
confiderably  advanced ;  and  as  a  fimilar  fcarcity 
prevailed  on  the  continent,  great  alarms  were 
Entertained,  left;  by  combination  of  monopolifts, 
foreftallers,  and  regraters,  and  by  an  unlimited 
exportation  for  profit,  the  country  fhould  fufl^er 
tlie  miferies  of  famine.    In  confequence  of  thefe 
apprehenfions,  tumults  were  excited  in  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  were  not  reprefled 
without  the  aid  of  military.*    A  proclamation  »<>*  Sept, 
was  iffded  againft  foreftallers  aad   regraters, 
but  that  meamre  not  bein^  deemed  fufficiently  *3dScpt, 
ftrong,  and  the  city  of  Londonreprefentingtothc 
throne  that  orders  were  received  for  the  exporta-  Embargo 
tion  of  large  quantities  of  wheat,  while  the  com-  ^^^ 
pany  of  bakers  had  applied  to  the  city  magif- 
trates  to  prevent  the  diminution  of  tliefmall  ftock 

S  Special  commiifions  were  afterwards  iflbcd  for  the  trial  of  the 
rioters,  and  fome  of  them  paid  for  their  indifcretion  with  their  Uvts, 
though  nuay  received  conditiofMlj  and  fome  frpe,  pardons. 

ac  ft  of 
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CHAP,  of  old  corn  left  in  the  kingdom;  the  prfvT 
y^]^  council  prohibited  the  export,  and  laid  an  em-' 
1766.  bargo  on  /hips  preparing  to  fail  with  car^oeft 
of  grain.  Lord  Chatham  was  prevented  by  ill- 
nels  from  attending  the  council,  but  in  writ- 
ing, recommended  the  meafure.* 
Meeting  of  Tme  fcarcitv  formed  the  principal  topic  of  * 
«thNoT'  *^^  king's  fpeech,  and  was  aingned  a«  a  reafoii 
for  fo  early  convening  the  parliament  to  deli- 
berate on  a  matter  fo  important,  and  particu- 
larly affecting  the  poor.  "  The  urgency  of 
**  tiie  neceffity,"  the  king  obferved,  "  called 
*'  upon  n>e,  in  the  mean  time,  to  exert  myau- 
"  tliority  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  the  publio 
**  fafct}',  againft  a  growing  calamity,  which 
"  could  not  admit  of  delay.  I  have  therefore, 
**  by  the  advice  of  my  privy  council,  laid  an 
**  embargo  on  whe^t  and  wlieat-flour  going  out 
*'  of  the  kingdom,  until  the  advice  of  parlia*> 
"  ment  could  be  taten."  The  king  then  re-* 
commended  to  make  further  provifions,  if  ne- 
ceffary,  with  refpe^b  to  the  deamefsof  corn,  and 
mentioned,  with  regret,  the^irit  of  infune^ion 
difplayed  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  addrefs  was  oppofed  in  both  houfes^ 
and  amendments  moved,  impo^rting  an  inten- 
tion to  bring  in  a  bill  for  indemnifying  thofe 
who  had  advifed  the  embarsro. 
iniiemnity  The  amendments  were  roje^led ;  but  the 
minilhy  having  introduced  a  bill  of  indemnity 
in  favour  of  the  officers  who  had  a6led  under 
the  orders  of  council,  feveral  animated  debates 
enfued,  in  which  their  cond'u6i:  was  fcverely 
arraigned.  The  aflumption  of  a  prerogative  to 
difpenfe  with  an  exifting  law,  under  any  cir- 
cumttances;  x)r  for  any  .motive,  was  decried  as 

^  Lift  ^  lord  CMkWt  yoL  ^1.  ^*  3^ 

uncon- 


M\lk 


GEORGE'  III,  ;|09 

uTiconftitutional  and  dangerous,  and  tending  ciiAP. 
dire^rly  to  eitabliili  an  unqualified  and  un-  ^J^^ 
liiinted  tyranny.     Thofe  who  advifed  the  mea?      >766. 
fure  were  no  lefs  ppen  to  cenfure  than  the  offi- 
cers who  carried  it  into  execution  ;  and  there- 
fore an  amendment  was  moved,  including  the 
miniilers  in  the  operation  of  tlje  bill. 

Loud  Chatham  alleged,   in  jufnfication  of  Miniftnr 
the  miniftry,  tliat  the  neceffity  of  the  ftate,  to  t^^]^^ 
which  every  confideration  of  a  mere  legal  na-  chainMi. 
ture  muft  bend,  required   the  meafure.     The 
aft  itfelt^  he  contended,  was  wife  and  neceflary, 
and  the  prohibition  a  legal  exercifc  of  a  legal 
prerogative.      He  fupported  his  opinions  by 
reading  fome  paflages  from  Locke  on  govern- 
ment    He  maintained,  that  neither  he  nor  his 
colleagues  needed  an  indemnity ;  and  declared 
it  to  be  the  right  and  duty  of  the  crown  to  fuf- 
pend  the  execution   of  a  law,  for  the  fafety  of 
the  people. 

Lord  Camden,  in  fupporting  the  fameopi-  By  lord 
jiion,  argued  ftrongly  in  vindication  of  thofe,  ^^^^ 
who,  on  an  obvious  neceffity,  had  done  an  aft 
which  noexifting  law  could  be  produced  to  juf- 
tify.  The  neceffity  of  a  meafure,  he  obferved, 
lenders  it  not  only  excufable,  but  legal :  and  con- 
fequently  a  judge,  when  the  neceffity  is  proved, 
may  without  hefitation  declare  that  aft  legal, 
which  would  be  clearly  illegal  where  fuch  necef- 
fity did  not  exift.  The  crown  is  the  fole  execu- 
tive power,  and  is  therefore  intruded  by  the 
conilitution  to  take  upon  iifelf  whatever  the 
fafety  of  the  ftate  may  require,  during  the  reeds 
of  parliament,  which  is  at  moft  but  a  forty  days 
tyranny.  He  concluded  by  obferving,  that  the 
power  excrcifcd  on  this  occalion  was  fo  mo- 
derate and  beneficial,  that  Junius  Brutus  would 
•not  have  hefitated  to  intruft  it,  even  to  the  dif- 
crction  of  a  Nero. 

X  3  Thesx 
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CHAP,      These  arguments  were  combated  by  lords 
XIII.     Mansfield,  Temple,  and  Lyttleton.    They  de- 
Opoofed     nied  that  any  fuipending  or  difpenfing  power 
^nlfitid    ^^  ^^  ought  to  be  vefted  in  the  crown  ;  on  the 
Temple,  *  Contrary,  during  the  recefs  of  parliament,  the 
and  Lyt-    ^Jng  himlclf  was  as  much  fubje6l  to  the  law  as 
^***^"'        any  other  individual,  and  could  not  alter  or 
impede  its  courfe.     The  danger  of  fuch  a  pre- 
rogative had  been  frequently  adverted  to  in 
parliament,  and  particularly  in  the  bill  of  rights, 
the  preamble  of  which  exprefsly  mentions  the 
evils  refulting  to  the  kingdom  from  the  praftice 
adopted  by  James^  II,  of  ailuming  a  power  to 
difpenfe  with,  and   fufpend,  the  execution  of 
laM's  without  the  confent  of  parliament.     Lord 
Chatham  was  accufed  of  perverting  the  genuine 
fcnfe  of  Locke  in  his  quotation ;  and  the  effed 
of  the  paflage  on  which  he  founded  his  argu- 
ment was  'forcibly  contrafted  with  the  ufe  he 
had  made  of  that  author  in  thelaft  feflion. 
^'  The  laft  fcffion  of  parliament,"  it  was  faid, 
**  fet  out  with  the  wildeft  doftrines,  extraded 
"  piece-meal  from  that  fame  Mr.  Locke,  in  fa- 
"  vour  of  liberty  ;  of  liberty  run  mad  with  no- 
*'  tions  extravagant,  ridiculous,  exploded,  and, 
"  thank  God !  by  the  Avhole  legiflature  con- 
"  demned.     This  feflion  begins  with  dofirines 
**  again  extracted  alfo  piece-meal  by  the  fame 
"  perfons,  from  the  fame  author,  trumpeting 
"  forth  a  tone  of  tyranny,    more  hateful  and 
*'  more  dangerous,  becaufe  more  extenfive,  than 
"  any  promulgated  in  the  worft  reign  of  the 
^'  worft  of  the  Stuarts."     That  the  ad  in  quef- 
tion  had  for  its  objed  the  good  of  the  people, 
was  deniM  to  be  a  fufticient  argument  to  prove 
no  indemnity  requifite.     The  M^ldeft  bigot  in 
.  the  caufe  of  arbitrary  power  could  never  pre- 
tend that  any  prerogative  could  or  ought  to  be 
-cxercifed  but  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and 

precedents 
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precedents  were  adduced  to  prove  that  fuch  sl&s,  chap. 

unqueftionably  founded  on  that  motive,  had   yji^^lij 

in   former  times   been  the  ohjefts  of  pariia-      »7^^- 

mentary  indemnity.     Lord  Camden's  expref- 

fion  of  a  forty  days  tyranny  was  treated  with 

great  feverity.     "  Forty  days  tyranny  !"  one 

of  the  fpeakers  exclaimed,  ''  my  lords,  tyranny 

"  is  a  harfli  found.     I  detcft  the  very  word,  be- 

"  caufe  I  hate  the  thing.     But  are  thefe  words 

*^  to  come  from  a  noble  lord,  whofe  glory  it 

",  might,  and  ought  to  have  been,  to  have  rifen 

"  by  fteps  that  liberty  threw  in  his  way,  and  to 

"  have  been  honoured  as  his  country  has  ho*. 

"  noured  him,  not  for  trampling  her  under  foot, 

"  but  f6r  holding,  up  her  head.     I  have  ufed 

"  my  beft  endeavours  to  anfwer  the  argument 

**  wnich  is  the  foundation  of  the  diftiiidion  to 

**  which  the  forty  days  alludes,  by  argument 

"  founded  in  principles ;  I  will  now  give  the 

"  noble  lord  one  anfwer  more,  and  it  Ihall  be 

"  argumentum  ad  homincm.     That  noble  lord 

"  has,  I  believe,  faid  on  other  occafions,  and 

^'  he  faid  well,  that  the  price  of  one  hour's  Eng- 

*'  liih  liberty  none  could  tell  but  an  Englilh 

**  jury;  and  juries,  under  the  guidance  of  a  cer- 

**  tain  noble  lord,  have  eftimated  it  very  high, 

"  in  the  cafe  of  the  meaneft  of  the  fubjefts, 

"  when  oppreffed  only  by  the  fervants  of  the  , 

'*  ftate.     But  forty  days  tyranny  over  the  na- 

"  tion  by  the  crown  ! — who  can  endure  the 

**  thought  ?  My  lords,  lefs  than  forty  days  ty- 

*^  ranny,  fuch  as  this  country  has  felt  in  fome 

"  times,  would,  I  believe,  bring  vour  lordfhips 

**  together  witliout  a  fummons,  from  your  fick 

'*  beds,  riding  even  upon  poll  horfes,  in  hot 

"  weather,  fatter  than  our  great  patriots  them- 

*•  fclves  to  get  a  place  or  a  penfion,  or  both; 

"  andj  for  aught  I  know,  make  the  fubjeft  of 

X  4  "  your 
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CHAP.  "  your  confultations  that  appeal  to  heaven 
J^}^    "  which  has  been  fpoken  of.     Yet  eftablifli  a 
J766.     "  dilpenfmg  power,  and  you  cannot  be  fure  of 
"  eitner  liberty  or  law  for  forty  minutes." 

Adverting  to  the  defence  which  minifters 

offered  for  their  conduft,  it  was  faid :  "  The 

"  noble  and  learned  lord  fpeaks  of  meritorious 

"  criminality  as  ftrange  ;  and  it  would  be  fo. 

"  But  meritorious  illegality  is  not  fo  ftrange, 

"  or  an  action  meritorious  in  itfelf,  and  happy 

'•  in  its  effects,  though  againft  law.     The  merit 

"  confifts  in  running  the  rifk  of  the  laAv,  for 

•*  the  public  good;  as  in  the  inftance  alluded 

"  to  by  the  other  noble  and  learfaed  lord  on  the 

"  crofs  bench,   of  the   Roman   general  who 

*'  fought  againft  orders,  and  was  rewarded  for 

**  faving  his  country.     On  the  other, hand,  if 

"  an  aft  is  authorized  by  law,  there  can  be  no 

"  fuch  rifk,  or  confequently  any  other  merit 

'*  than  that  of  doing  one's  duty.     I  agree  with 

♦*  the  noble  lord  who  holds  the  feals  of  fecre- 

"  tary  of  ftate,  that  he  would  be  a  poorinini- 

"  fier  indeed,  who  would  not  run  fuch  a  rifk, 

*'  when  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  required.     I  will 

•*  fay,  that  without  being  a  minifter,  as  aft  in- 

"  ferior  magiftrate,  or  even  as  a  private  fubjeft, 

**  I  fliould  not  hefitate,  upon  good  ground  of 

"  public  fafety,  to  flop,  if  I  could,  any  fhip 

^*  from  failing  out  of  port,  to  the  deftrudion  of 

"  the.  ftate,  although  no  embargo  fubfifted; 

**  and  in  this  cafe,  if  minifters  had  held  to  the 

'*  juftification  of  the  particular  aft  upon  the 

"  circumftances,  they  had  done  well.    But  they 

"  havejuftifiedtheaft,  by  maintaining  a  power 

"  which  I  cannot  acknowledge.     I  blame  not 

"  the  crown,  nor  the  advifers  of  the  crown,  for 

"  difpenfing  good,  nor  do  I   wilh  to  hold  out 

**  to  the  people  a  violation  of  the  conftitution ; 

"  but 
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'*  but  I  m\\  blame  minifters  for  aflerting  a  pre-   chap. 

^*  rogative  in  the  crown,  which,  inftead  of  dif-    J^iij^ 

"  penfing  good,  would  difpenfe  much  evil ;  and     »7^^« 

*'  if  they  will  hold  out  a  power  unconftitu-* 

**  tional,  and  deftruftive  of  the  vitals  of  tlie 

"  ctmftitution,    they  muft  excufe  others  fot* 

"  holding  up  the  barrier  againft  fuch  a  power/ 

**  and  defending  the  conftitution.    I  think  pre- 

**  rogative  is  a  power,  and  it  is  a  duty  alfo  to 

"  proteft  the  people ;  but  1  think  a  difpenfinff' 

"  power  is  no  part  of  the  prerogative,    and 

**  equally  againft  the  duty  of  the  prerogative,' 

"  and  the  fafety  and  protection  of  the  people : 

"  and  I  am  aftonifhcd  how  a  houfe  of  lorda 

*^  could  have  patience  to  fit  and  hear  fo  much 

^*  of  it.     The  difpenfing  and  fufpending  power, 

**  and  the  railing  of  money  without  confent 

**  of  parliament,  were  declared  to  be  precifely 

**  alike,    and  {landing  upon   the   very   fame 

"  ground ;  they  were  born  twins ;  they  lived 

*^  together,  and  together  were  buried  in  the 

"  fame  grave  at  the  revolution,  paft  all  power 

'*  of  rciurreftion.     If  a  diiference  were  made 

**  between  raifingmoney,and  the  fufpending  or 

'*  difprnfmg  power,  the  fufpending  and  difpenf- 

*'  ing  power  muft  be  confidered  as  the  moft 

**  dangerous,   as  that  which  might  do  moft 

*'  univerfal  mifchief,  and   with    the   greateft 

*'  fpeed,  as  it  includes  the  whole.     Raflily  and 

"  wilfully  to  claim  or  exercife  as  prerogative, 

"  a  power  clearly  againft  law,  is  too  great  bold- 

^  nefs  for  this  country;  and  the  fufpending  or 

"  difpenfing  power,  that  edged  tool  which  has 

•*  cut  fo  deep,  is  the  laft  that  any  man  in  his 

"  wits  would  handle  in  England:  that  rock 

*^  which  the  Englifh  hiftory  has  warned  againft 

^^  with  fuch  awful  beacons:  an  attempt  that 

^'  }oft  one  prince  his  crown  and  his  head  ;  and   . 

"  that 
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CHAP;  ^^  that  at  length  expelled  their  family  oat  ct 
^yj^ii^  '*  this  land  of  liberty  to  the  regions  of  tyramny, 
A766»  ^  as  the  only  climate  tliat  fuited  their  temper 
**  and  genius ;  a  power,  the  exerciie  of  which 
*'  ftaods  branded,  as  the  fubverfion  of  the  con- 
'^  fiitution,  in  the  front  of  that  truly  great 
•*  charter  of  your  liberties,  the  bill  of  rights. 
•*  A  minifter,  who  is  not  afraid  of  that  power, 
•*  is  neither  fit  for  the  fovereign  nor  the  fub- 

These  juft  and  forcible  objeftions  to  the 
conduct  of  the  miniiiry,  muft  yield  to  Uie  irre- 
fiftible  argument  of  public  neceffity ;  but  on 
every  conftitutional  principal,  an  adk  of  indem- 
nity was  indifpenfibly  requifite*    The  queftion 
was,  on  the  whole,  a  queftion  of  abfira6l  theory : 
the  neceffity  of  the  embargo  wasuniverfally  ad- 
mitted, and  though  the  debates  were  violent, 
and  the  amendment  rejefted,  no  proteft  appears 
on  the  journals.     The  parliament,  in  faft,  Sanc- 
tioned the  proceeding  of  miniftry  by  an  addrefs 
to  the  king,  requefyng  him  to  continue  the 
embargo,   and  to  extend  it  to  feveral  other 
fpecies  of  grain.^ 
Lorachat.      The  oppofition  to  lord  Chatham's  miniftry 
ham't  cf*    was  not  unexpcftcd .    The  eft rangement  of  lore! 
Min  ad-     Temple  deprived  him  of  many  adlierents,  and  a 
h£r«BU.       formidable  coalition   of  parties   was    formed 
againft  him.    Anxious*  to  break  this  combina* 

•  No  detail*  arc  preierved  of  thU  debate.  All  that  is  known  it- 
fpcf^ing  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  through  the  lioufe  of  commons  is, 
that  ill  his  eagtmefs  to  defend  loH  Chatham,  alderman  Beckford 
permitted  him(elf  to  tife  an  expreflTion,  aiferiing  the  ktng*s  difpen- 
ling  power  in  terms  fo  unquslined,  that  his  words  were  taken  down, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  apologize.  The  account  of  the  debate  here 
given  is  taken  from  a  pamphlet  called,  **  a  Speech  againd  th^  Sus- 
pending and  pilpcnfjng  Prerogative.'*  It  was  fuppoled  to  be  pen- 
ned by  lord  Mansfield,  hut  was?  in  faftj  written  by  a  gentleman  at 
the  bar,  under  the  dirc^ion  of  Jord  Tcmple»  and  with  ^  affi#inc^ 
of  lord  Lyttleton. 

It  See  Debates  and  Journals*  , 

tion, 
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tion,  he  made  overtures  to  the  duke  of  Bed*  chap. 
ford.     In  a  conference  at  Bath,  he  ftated  the    J^^, 
principal  meafurcs  which  he  intended  to  pur-     1766. 
lue,  to  maintain  the  inviolate  obfervance  of  ^^**°^- 
the  peace,  to  avoid  continental  conneflions  and 
fubfidies,  and  to  obferve  a  rigid  economy.    The 
duke  faid  thefe  were  his  own  meafures,  and  de- 
clared his  refolution  to  fupport  them,  whether 
his  friends  were  in  or  out  of  office.     Tlie  topic 
of  America  was    carefully  avoided    by  both, 
parties. 

This  interview  being  underilood  by  the  duke 
as  well  as  the  minifter,  as  merely  preparatory 
to  another,  the  Bedford  party  took  little  fliare 
in  the  early  debates  of  the  feffion :  yet  the  op- 
pofition  encountered  by  lord  Chatham,  formed 
a  ftriking  contrail  to  the  conilant  approbation 
which  awaited  the  meafures  of  his  lift  admini- 
ftration,  and  he  felt  this  change  with  great  fen- 
fibility.  He  found  it  necelfary  to  gain  new 
frienJs,  and  enfeeble  his  opponents;  but  his 
endeavoui-s  failed  of  fuccefs.  The  harfli  man-  u*  Nor. 
ner  in.  which  he  difmifled  lord  Edgcumbe  ^^^^  . 
from  the  appointment  of  treafurer  of  the  houfe-  min^-j. 
hold,  with  a  view  to  gratify  the  duke  of  New- 
caftle  by  beftowing  it  on  Sir  John  Shelly,  the 
duke's  near  relation,  difgufted  many  refpeflable 
members  of  adrainiftration.  The  duke  of  Port- 
land, the  earls  of  Befsborough  and  Scarbo- 
rough, and  lord  Monfon,  withdrew  their  fup- 
port, and  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  Sir  William  26th. 
Meredith,  and  admiral  Keppel,  refigned  their 
places  at  the  board  of  admiralty. 

To  counterbalance  this  defeftion,  lord  Chat-  chagrin  of 
ham  renewed  his  overtures  to  the  duke  of  Bed-  the  duke  of 
ford,  and,  as  an  introduftory  meafure,  offered  ^^^^*^' 
the  fituation  of  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  to 
lord  Gowei^  who  ioftantly  repaired  to  Woo- 

burn 


dnbanranV 
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CHAP,  burn  for  the  purpofc  of  ccrafulting  the  dakf« 
y^^Jij  l^ui'ing  his  abiencq  lord  Chalhanl  made  a  dif- 
1766-  ferent  arrangement.  The  place  of  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  va»  given  to  Sir  Edward 
Hawke;  the  other  vacant  feats  at  the  board 
vere  filled  by  Mr.  Jenkinfon  and  Sir  Piercy 
Brett;  and  lord  Hillfl)orough  and  lord  Le  Del- 
pen  ccr  were  appointed  joint  poftmafters.  On 
nh  arrival  in  town,  the  duke  of  Bedford  held  a 
conference  with  the  minifter :  he  required  places 
for  feveral  of  his  friends,  but  was  mortified 
with  the  information  that  no  offices  were  re- 
ferved,  and  even  that  which  had  been  offered 
to  lord  Gower  was  difpofed  of. 

This  whole  tranfattion  is  involved  in  im- 

Eenetrable  myftery :  the  conduft  of  lord  Chat- 
am  indicates  embarraflment  and  precipita- 
tion. Although  thefe  appointments  ferved  to 
fill  up  the  vacancies,  and  complete  the  numbers 
of  adminiftration,  no  addition  of  ftrength  was 
acquired :  the  adherents  of  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford were  difgufted,  and  thofe  who  accepted 
offices  were  not  conciliated.  Lord  Chatham 
"was  in  a  fimilar  fituation  to  that  of  lord  Bute 
at  the  clofe  of  his  adminiftration ;  the  creator 
of  a  cabinet  who  neither  loved  nor  refpefted 
him,  oppofed  by  a  numerous,  able,  and  aflive 
party,  divefted  of  popularity,  and  fuftained 
only  by  the  king. 

Thksk  circumftances,  fo  new,  and  fo  in- 
fupportable  to  his  ardent  and  commanding 
fpirit,  produced  violent  effects  on  his  confti- 
tution.  The  gout  tormented  him  inceflantly, 
and  the  agitation  of  liis  mind,  no  lefs  than  his 
corporeal  fuflferings,  impelled  him  to  frequent 
ch^ge  of  refidence.  From  London  he  went 
to  Bath;  diffatisfied  with  Bath,  he  attempted 
to  return  to  London,  but  was  detained  by  his 
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4iforder  at  Marlborough;  he  next  retired  to  Chaf. 
Hampilead,  but  foon  di (liked  that  fituation,  ^^^ 
and  repurchafcd  his  former  refidence  at  Hayes.  «7*T* 
His  mind  was  agitated  by  paffions  inimical  to 
li?s  repofe,  arid  his  fpirits  were  occafionally 
depreffed  almoft  to  defpondency.  He  M'as  un- 
able to  attend  public  bufmefs,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  cabinet,  confidcring  his  health 
irreparably  injured,  projected  new  arrange- 
ments, and  adopted  meafures  not  only  without 
confulting  him,  but  in  direct  oppofition  to  his 
known  opinions.*  ■  Such  was  the  fituation  to 
which  that  great  minifter  was  reduced,  who 
had  recently  declared  in  the  cabinet  his  refolu- 
tion  not  to  fanftion  merifures  which  he  was  not 
allowed  to  guide.  Such  were  the  confequences 
f>f  forming,  what  Burke  afterwards,  with  no 
lefs  wit  than  truth,  defcribed  as,  "  a  checker- 
**  cd  and  Ibcckled  adminiftration ;  a  piece  of 
^*  joinery,  k>  crof^ly  indented  and  whimfically 
**  dove-tailed;  a  cabinet  fo  varioufty  inlaid, 
**  here  a  bit  of  black  ftone,  and  there  a,  bit  of 
^^  white ;  patriots  and  courtiers,  king's  friends 
^  and  republicans ;  whigs  and  tories ;  treach- 
"  erous  friends,  and  open  enemies ; — ^that  it  was 
•*  indeed  a  very  curious  fhew,  but  utterty  un- 
"  fafe  to  touch,  and  unfuretoftandon."  The 
fame  author,  puifuing  the  fubjeft,  has  ob- 
ferved,  "  when  he  had  exetuted  his  plan,  he 
**  had  not  an  inch  of  ground  to  ftand  upon ; 
**  when  he  had  accomplillied  his  fcheme  of  ad- 
^  miniftration  he  was  no  longer  a  minifter."" 

The  want  of  union  in  the  cabinet  Mas  evi-  Want  of 
dent  in  many  of  the  proceedings  in  parliament.  "hTcal^ 
When  the   chancellor  of  the  exchequer  pro-  bincu 

>  From  die  Liieofiord  Chatham,  vol.  ii.  chapters  32  and  33. 
«    Speech  oa  American  Taxation.      Burke's    Works,  vol.  1, 
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CHAP,  pofed  the  land  tax  in  the  committee,  he  ilated 
^l^  It  at  four  ihiUings  in  the  pound :  "  A  fum," 
f  7^7»  he  added,  "  ncceffary  for  one  year  longer,  to 
"  give  room  for  the  moft  brilliant  operation  of 
"  finance  ever  fcen  in  England ;  to  enfiire  to 
"  us  dignity  abroad,  ftability  at  home,  and 
*'  enable  us  to  enter  with  advantage  into  any 
•*  future  wai\*^  The  propofition  was  refilled  by 
the  country  gentlemen,  who  contended  for 
the  redudion  of  the  land  tax,  according  to  the 
ufual  praftice  in  times  of  peace,  to  three  ibil- 
lings  m  the  pound,  and  derided  the  mighty 
confequences  which  were  promifed  to  refult 
from  the  additional  ihilling,  as  it  would  pro- 
duce only  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Mr. 
Charles  Townfhend  not  having  prepared  his 
friends  to  fupport  his  propofition,  the  new  ad- 
herents of  mrniftry  declared  that  the  land  tax 
ought  to  be  perpetuated  at  four  fliillings  in  the 
pound.  This  opinion  was  combated  with  much 
afperity,  and  treated  as  a  breach  of  faith.  An 
amendment,  changing  the  fupply  from  four  to 
three  fliillings,  M^as  moved  by  Mr.  Grenville, 
and  carried  by  a  majority  of  eighteen."  Thus 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  in  a  mino- 
rity on  a  queftion  of  finance :  an  extraordinary 
indication  of  weaknefs  in  the  cabinet. 
Affahrsof  The  difuuion  of  the  miniftry  was  no  lefs 
T«Vf !!?«  perceptible  in  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 

India  com*  r  *     i  .   t      .  r  r»  ^r      •    x  • 

pany,  pauy,  which,  m  purfuance  or  the  mtimation  to 
the  direftors,  early  occupied  the  attention  of 
parliament;  their  charters,  treaties  with  the 
country  powers,  letters,  and  correfpondence 
^vith  their  fervants  in  India ;  the  ftate  of  their 
revenues  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  Oriffa,  and  all  other 
places,  were  ordered  to  be  laid  befoi-c  the  houfe: 
"^     together  with  an  account  of  all  expences  in- 

*  106  againft  z.8St 
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€ikrred  by  government  on  the  conipacny*s  be-  chap« 
half.  Violent  debates  enfaed,  and  a  |)etitioa  yJtJJJ^ 
being  prcfented  from  the  company,  the  order  17O7. 
for  printing  the  private  coirefpondence  was 
difcliarged.  A  qucftion  of  fo  much  extent  as 
the  concerns  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  intro- 
duced the  difcuflion  of  many  relative  and  col* 
lateral  topics,  and  among  others  a  doubt  was 
fuggpfted  concerning  the  right  of  the  company 
to  the  territories  acquired  in  India.  TheagH 
tation  of  this  queftion  produced  many  animated 
fpeeches;  the  interference  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons was  ftrongly  deprecated ;  it  was  urged 
that  tile  difficulty  might  be  refolved  in  the 
courts  below,  and  that  houfe  was  not^  by  the 
conilitution,  the  interpreter  of  laws,  or  the  de- 
cider of  legal  rights. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  declared 
his  dilinclination  to  tiy  the  queAion  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  recommended  an  ami- 
cable agreement  Avith  the  company,  A  lar^e 
party  of  the  proprietors,  though  flrenuous  m 
maintaining  their  claim  to  thole  poffeflions  dur- 
ing the  remaining  tenn  of  their  charter,  werie 
rather  difpofed  by  a  reafonable  compoiition  to 
prevent  litigations,  and  prepared  propofals  for 
anadjujftmentofthedifpute.  When  this  fcheme  May. 
was  agreed  to  by  the  diredlors,  and  prefented  to 
the  miniftry,  their  want  of  mutual  cordiality 
occafioued  new.  embarraffments  :  after  the  pro- 
pofals had  been  delivered  to  feveral  members 
of  adminiftration  in  fucceflion,  they  all  de- 
clined taking  any  part  in  the  negociation  out 
of  the  houfe;  and  a  petition  was  prefented  to  *oth. 
parliament,  containing  two  fets  of  propofals  for 
a  temporary  agreement  during  three  years. 

On  the  balls  of  one  of  theie  propofals  a  bill 
was  framed,  binding  the  company  to  pay  to 
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government  tlie  fum  of  four  hundred  thou&nil 
pounds  a  year,  by  half  yearly  payments,  and  to 
indemnify  the  nation  iliould  any  lofs  be  fuf- 
tained  in  confequence  of  the  impofition  of  cer- 
tain inland  duties,  and  the  allowance  of  fome 
drawbacks  granted  at  their  requefi.  The  tenn, 
-inftead  of  three,  was  limited  to  two  years^ 
•to  commence  from  tlie  firft  of  February  1767. 

While  this  affair  Mas  under  agitation^,  the 
company  propofed,  at  a  general  court,  an  in- 
creale  of  dividend ;  jiiftifying  the  meafure  by 
the  ilate  of  their  finances,  as  they  would  be  ena* 
bled,  before  the  month  of  Februar)'^,  to  dif- 
charse  all  their'  debts,  and  pay  the  increaied 
dividend.*  The  miniftry  wifely  confidering 
this  as  a  dangerous  delufion,  calculated  to  re- 
new the  fatal  eftefts  of  the  South  Sea  Scheme, 
by  letter  to  the  direSors,  recommended  the 
court  not  to  augment  the  dividend  till  their 
■propofals  were  fully  difculfed  in  parliament 
The  proprietors,  however,  flighted  the  admoni- 
tion, and  declared  a  dividend  for  the  enfuing 
half  year,  at  the  rate  of  tM^elve  and  a  half  per 
cent. 

In  confequence  of  this  proceeding  two  bills 
were  brought  into  parliament ;  one  for  regu- 
lating the  qualifications  of  voters  in  trading 
companies,  the  other  for  reftraining  the  mak- 
ing of  dividends  by  the  Eaft  India  company. 

The  latter  bill  refcinded  the  recent  refolu- 
tion,  and  rcftraineJ  them  from  making  any 
dividend  exceeding  ten  per  cent.  This  mea- 
fure occafioned  a  fpirited  oppofition :  the 
company,  alanncd  at  the  incroachment  on 
Jheir  fuppofcd  privileges,  petitioned  the  houfe, 
ancf  aUb  propofed,  if  the  bill  were  laid  afid^  to 

•  Short  view  of  the  Laws  fubfifting  with  xtf^St  to  the  Eaft  Io« 
4ia  company,  1767,  p.  9. 
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bind  themfelves  for  the  time  of  theilr  agree-  chap. 
ment  ivith  govermnent,  not  to  extend  their   v^^^ 
dividends  beyond  the  limits  indicated  in  the     1767. 
reftraining  bill.      The  petition  and  propoial 
were  equally  difregarded,  and  the  bill  was  fent 
up  to  the  lords,  where  it  was  no  lefs  ftrenuoufly 
oppofed.     The  whole  ftrength  of  the  anti-mini- 
fterial  parties  was  combined,  and  on  the  third 
reading  the  minority  divided  forty-four  againft 
fifty-nine.     A  long,  learned,   and  argumenta-  a6th  juae. 
tive  proteft  in  fixteen  articles  was  entered  on  Proteft. 
the  journals,  and  figned  by  nineteen  peers. 

The  contumacious  condu<5l  of  the  legiilature  Sufpenfioa 
of  New  York  was  defervedly  reprobated,  and  gfflatire^ 
iri  the  houfe  of  commons  fome  rigorous  coer-  of  New 
cive  meafures  were  propofed,  but  at  length  it  ^^'^^' 
was  thought  fufficicnt  to  frame  a  law  prohi-  15th  June, 
biting  the  governor,  council,  and  aifembly  of 
that  province,  from  palling  or  aflienting  to  any 
legiflative  aft,  for  any  purpofe  whatfoever,  till 
the  terms  of  the  American  mutiny  aft  fliould 
be  complied  with.     This  bill  was  oppofed  in  a 
fpeech    of  confiderable    length   by  governor 
Pownall,  whofe  arguments  were  fupported  by 
alderman  Beckfoni,  but  without  effeft. 

Another  mealure  refpefting  America  was  Ncwduttc* 
at  leaft  impolitic,  bccaufe  it  tended  to  revive  ^^^?^^^ 
and  give  a  new  direftion  to  thofedifputes  which  Hca."^^" 
had  compelled  the  legiilature  of  Great  Britain 
to  repeal  the  ilamp  aft  under  jcircumftances  not 
honourable  to  the  national  ^lignity.     Tliis  mea- 
fiire  Avas  the  impofition  gf  certain  duties  on 
glafs,  paper,  palteb9ard,  white  and  red  lead, 
painter's  colours,  and  te^  payable  upon  the^ 
importation  of  thofe  articles  into  the  Ameri- 
can colonies,  to  be  applied  to  the  puipofes  fpe- 
cified  in  the  ftamp  ad!.     The  bill  alfo  containr 
ed  a  claufe  for  difcontinuing  the  drawback  pn^ 
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the  exportation  of  china-ware  to  America,  and 
laid  fome  reftraints  on  the  pra6tice  of  fmug- 
giing.  By  another  a6l  thefe  and  all  other  cuf- 
toms  and  duties,  payable  in  America,  were  put 
under  tlie  management  of  refident  commif- 
fioners.  Thefe  atts  met  with  no  oppofition  in 
either  houfe;  the  right  of  Great  Britain  was 
looked  upon  as  indubitable,  and  tlie  expedi- 
ency of  the  proportions  was  not  conlidered 
liable  to  objcftion.' 

Thk  principal  rcma)p;:\a*  traufadions  of  this 
protracted  lliliou  wcrt*.  iin  udditio^i  to  the 
ttipcnd  of  half  pay  lieutcuaut-s  in  tlie  navy; 
the  fettlement  of  an  annuity  of  eight  ihoufand 
pounds  on  each  of  the  king's  brothers,  the  dukes 
of  York,  G  Ipucefter,  and  Cumberland,  and  a 
marriage  portion  of  forty  thoufand  pounds  to 
the  king's  filler,  the  princefs  Caroline  Matilda, 
M  ho  had  efpoufed  tlie  king  of  Denmark.^ 

Before  the  prorogation  of  parliament,  the 
miniftry  was  confidered  on  tlie  ^ve  of  diilblu- 
tion.  General  Conway  declared  his  refolution 
to  refign,  though  he  confented  to  continue  in 
oiiice  till  a  fucceilbr  was  nominated.  He 
aifigned  as  a  reafon  his  impatient  deOre  to  be 
again  united  with  his  friends,  and  relu^ance 
in  continuing  to  oppofethem.  Ix)rd  Northing'^ 
ton  announced  a  ilmilar  determination,  al- 
leging his  inability  to  attend  public  buiinefs^ 
on  account  of  ill  health.  In  confeqaence  of 
thefe  intimations,  the  king  wrote  to  lord  Chat- 
ham, informing  him  of  his  deiign  to  make 
foxmMUaa^iGS\s  in  the  miniftry,  and  requiring 
his  advice  and  afffiftance.  Lord  Chatham  re- 
turned a  i^erbal  atifwer,  excufing  himfeif  from 

f  Stftbnan^t  Hiftery  of  the  Amecicas  War^  vol.  i.  p  5%. 
%  TbefArlbment  was  not  proragucd  till  the  ad  of  Jul/i  the  de- 
ftatH  ait  'not  prefervcd  at  lengthV 
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interferiiig  in  any  new  arrangement,  as  his  chap. 
health  was  too  much  impaired  for  exertion,  v^Uj 

.  These  fafts  being  known  to  the  parties  in  ^7^7* 
oppofition,  afforded  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  and  total 
cnange  in  the  cabinet.  The  duke  of  Ncwcaf^ 
tie,  anxious  to  prevent  the  effe&  of  leparate 
overtures  to  the  bodies  compoiing  the  oppofi- 
tion,  was  ilrenuous  to  cement  the  union  he* 
tween  the  Bedford  and  Rockingham  par* 
ties.  An  offer  was  fpeedily  made  from  the 
duke  of  Grafton  to  tne  marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham ;  but  he  declined  entering  into  any  nego-  10th  Jul/. 
tiation  without  the  advice  of  his  friends.  The 
leaders  of  oppofition  held  a  meeting,  to  prepare 
necefiary  arrangements ;  but  they  could  not 
agree  in  fome  eflential  nominations;  the  con- 
ference terminated  abruptly,  and  though  fe* 
newed  on  a  fubfequent  day,  as  none  would 
recede  from  their  former  opinions,  the  parties 
again  feparated.  The  minillry  therefore  retain- 
ed their  Situations. 

This  inflexibility  rendered  it  impoffible  for 
the  king  to  employ  either  the  duke  of  Bedford 
or  the  marquis  of  Rockingham^  for  they  had 
refufed  to  accept  official  fituations  feparately,. 
and  could  not  agree  on  fuch  terms  as  might 
enable  them  to  aft  together.  The  minifliry, 
finding  that  no  conditions  they  could,  ofibr 
would  enable  them  to  acquire  flarength  by  a 
jun&ion  with  their  opponents, » were  obliged 
to  conduct  the  public  bufmefs  unaflifled.    ; 

Lord  Chatham's  health  was  now  deemed  Pi^jeas 
irrecoverable,  and  in  fact,  miniftry  were  neither  and  death 
•benefited  by  his  advice  nor  fupported  by  his  tow?.^" 
popularity.  They  wanted  a  diftinguifhcd  leader,  hend. 
cf  talents,'  charader,  and  reputation,  to  give 
efficacy  to  their  meafures,  and  by  twee  of  fur- 
perior. powers,  enchain  thofe  minor  pretenders, 

ye'  who 
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CHAP,  who  in  the  abfence  of  fuch  a  chief  difdaincd 
^l^  fubmiffion,  and  embroiled  the  cabinet*  The 
1767.  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  before  enter- 
tained fimilar  views,  and  now  projeded  a  new 
adminiilration,  of  Avhich  he  iliould  be  the 
leader.  His  talents  were  amply  fufficient  to 
julHfy  the  intention,  and  he  could  have  united 
a  body  more  refpectable,  more  competent,  and 
more  capable  of  a  cordial  and  beneficial  co- 
operation than  thofc  who  were  at  the  helm. 
Under  him  the  miniflry  would  have  aflumed 
at  leaft  a  more  decided  charafter,  and  the  pub- 
lic no  longer  felt  that  they  retained  their  htua- 
tions  merely  by  the  want  of  union  in  their  ad" 
verfaries,  and  ftood  only  by  their  own  weak- 
nds.  He  obtained  for  his  brother,  lord  Townf- 
h^d,  the  vice  royalty  of  Ireland,  defignated 
Mr.  Yorke,  fon  of  the  late  lord  Hardwicke,  for 
chancellor,  and  probably  had  made  other  ap- 
4th  Sept.  poii^tments,  when  his  life  was  unexpcdcdly  ter- 
minated by  a  putrid  fever. 
Hischa.  Charlejs  Townshexd,  frofti  whoic  fplcH- 
raacr.  did  abilities  government  was  expected  to  re- 
ceive a  new  impulfe,  and  whofe  talents  were 
employed  in  an  attempt  to  refcuc  the  admini* 
ftratiou  from  the  feeblcnefs  of  fluctuating 
councils,  was  defcended  from  Charles  Vii- 
countTownfhend,  the  able  and  upright  mini- 
iler  of  the  houfe  of  Bvunfvnck.  He  pafled 
through  the  fchools  with,  diftinguiihed  repu- 
tation, and  was  celebrated  for  that  pointed 
and  fini/lied  wit  \*  hich  rendered  him  the  de- 
light and  ornament  of  parliament,  and  the 
charm  of  private  fociety.  In  his  fpeeches  he 
brought  together  in  a  (hort  coinpais  all  tliat 
was  necefTary  to  eftablifh,  to  illulirate,  and  to 
decorate  that  fide  of  the  queftioii  which  he  fup*- 

poitcd- 
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ported.  H€  itated  his  matter  /kilfully  and  chap. 
powerfully ;  his  ftyle  of  argument  was  neither  ^^ 
trite  and  vulgar,  nor  fubtle  and  abftrufe.  He  17*7- 
excelled  in  a  moft  luminous  explanation,  and 
difplay  of  his  fubje^'  His  defeds  arqfe  from 
his  lively  talents  and  exquifite  penetration :  he 
readily  perceived  and  decried  the  errors  of  his 
co-adjutors,  and  from  the  verfatility  of  his  po- 
litical conduft  acquired  the  nick-naitie  of  the 
weather-cock.  He  fat  in  parliament  twenty 
years,  and  fucceflively  filled  the  places  of  lord 
of  trade,  and  of  the  admiralty,  fecretary  at  war, 
paymafter  of  the  forces,  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  in  which  offices  he  executed  bufi- 
nefs  with  fuch  accuracy  and  difpatch,  as  de- 
monftrated  that  genius  and  induilry  are  not 
incompatible.  He  was  carried  off  in  the  me- 
ridian of  life,  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  at  a  time 
when  it  might  be  hoped  his  lively  ta|ents  were 
matured  by  experience,  and  the  irregular  fallies 
of  his  verfatile  temper,  fubjefted  to  the  re- 
ftraints  of  judgment. 

This  event  renewed  the  difficulty  of  eftc6l- 
iiig  a  minifterial  arrangement;  the  chancellor-  lathScpu 
fliip  of  the  exchequer  was  filled^ /7^  iHterim  by 
lord  Mansfield.  It  was  offisred  to  lord  North, 
who,  for  fome  reafons  which  ate  not  precilely 
known,  declined  accepting  it.  The  offer  waa 
fubfequently  made  to  lord  Barrington,  who 
had  difcharged  the  duties  of  the  fame  ftation 
with  diftinguilhed  ability,  under  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  duke  of  Newcaflle,  during  a 
period  of  no  inconfiderable  difficulty.  Lord  Bar- 
rington expreHed  great  reluAance  at  being 
placed  in  a  fituation  to  which  he  thought  lord 
North's  parliamentary  talents  more  equal,  but 
declared  his  readinefs  to  undertake  the  office 

r  Burke's  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  566, 
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CHAP.  fVom  a  fenfe  of  duty  to  his  king  and  country, 
\^!4/  ^^  ^  renewed  application  to  lord  North  fliould 
17^7-  fell ;  a  negotiation  was  attempted  witli  thci 
ift  Dec.  duke  of  Bedford,  but  without  effeft,  and  at 
dTJi^ccUw''  ^^^g*^  ^^rd  North  was  prevailed  on  to  accept 
of  the  ex-   the  office/  ' 

chequer.         Loud  North,  ekieft  fon  of  Francis  carl  of 
H^cha-     Guilford,  was  now  in  the  thirty *fixth  year  of 
^^'       his  age :  he  commenced  his  education  at  Eton, 
and  completed  it  at  Oxford,  with  confiderable 
reputation  for  his  proficiency  in  claffical  liter- 
ature.     His    elegant  tafte  as  9.  fcholar  was 
eminent  tlirough  a  life  fully  occupied  with  the 
mod  momentous  public  concerns.     On  his  tra- 
vels he  applied  Avith  much  affiduity  to  the  ac- 
quifition  of  diplomatic  knowledge,  and  (ludied 
with  great  fuccefs  the  Germanic  conftitution, 
under    the   celebrated    Mafcove.      He   com- 
menced his  parliamentary  career  in  1 754,  and 
during  Mr,  Pitt's  adminiliration,  in  1759,  ob-? 
tained  a  feat  at  the  treafury  board ;  he  was  re- 
moved by  the  Rockingham  miniftryin  1765, 
but  with  lord  Chatham  came  again  into  office 
as  joint  paymafter  of  the  forces.     His  talents, 
erudition,  apd  experience  eminently  qualified 
him  for  the  important  fltuation  he  Was  now 
called  upon  to  fill.     His  abilities  for  debate 
were  univerfally  acknowledged,  and  had  been 
advantageoiifly  difplayed  in  the  motions  againft 
Wilkes,  and  in  the  difcuffions  on  India  affairs. 
Mr.  Thomas  TowNSHEND  fucceeded  lord 
ghDec,     J^orth  as' paymafter,  and  Mr.  Jenkinfon  was 
»dmin!ftr4-  appointed  a  lord  of  tlie  trealury ;  lord  Nor* 
tion.  thington  and  general  Conway  refigning,  lord 

CiOwer  was  made  prefident  of  the  council,  lord 
'""frS?*    Wevmouth  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  lord  Sand, 
wicn  jdint  poftmafter  general.     Thefe  promoi 

•  From  prff ate  information* 
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tions  indicated  an  accommodation  between  tlie  c  h  ap. 
miniflry  and  the  Bedford  party,  and  the  cabi-    ^^^ 
net  was  further  ftrengthened  by  the  appointment     i76S- 
of  lord  Hilllborough  to  the  officq  of  fecretary 
of  ftate  for  America*    The  miniftry,  thus  mo- 
delled, was  called  the  duke  of  GraJfton's  ad- 
min iltration  ;  for  although  lord  Chatham  fiill 
retained  his  place,  he  was  incapable  of  tranfa6t- 
ing  bufinefs;    in  confequence  of  which  the  Februaiy. 
privy  feal  was  for  a  iliort  time  put  in  com- 
miflion,  though  it  was  afterwards  reftored  to  March. 
him. 

These  changes  were  efFe6led  during  tlie 
fitting  of  parliament,  but  as  the  king  in  his  ^^^  ^ov. 
fpeech  from  the  throne  announced  that  they  '^  '* 
were  called  together  merely  to  tranlkd  the  ur- 
gent public  bufinefs,  that  a  diflblution  might 
take  place  at  a  time  not  inconvenient  to  the 
people,  no  affairs  of  importance  were  agitated. 
The  king's  fpeech  principally  recommended  to 
the  attention  of  parliament,  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  who  ftill  fuffered  from  the  high  price  of 
provifions,  and  particularly  of  corn.     Petitions 
on  this  fubjeft  were  prelented  from  the  city 
of  London,  and  from  Devizes,  and  an  a&  was 
pafled  fimilar  to  that  of  the  preceding  feffion,  R«ft«int 
prohibiting  the  exportation,  and  encouraging  ^"  ^*"' 
the  importation  of  grain. 

The  aft  of  the  laft  feffion,  reilraining  the  Rcftriaion 
Eaft  India  company  from  increailng  their  di-  aem!,  on 
vidend  beyond  ten  per  cent,  being  expired^  Baft  India 
was  now  renewed.    The  company  ftrenuoufly  ^*^j^\^ 
refifted  the  interference  of  government  in  their  Ijcz.^* 
affairs ;  and  prefented  a  petition  againft  the 
bill.    As  a  chartered  body  they  claimed  ex- 
emption from  fuch  authority ;  and  as  Britiili 
fubjects    demanded    relief  fr<Hn    a    rellraint, 
which,  if  urged  as  a  precedent,  would  atfedt 
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all  the  public  and.  private  property  in  the 
kingdom.  The  bill,  however,  palTed  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  a  great  majority  ;  in  the  houfc 
of  lords  it  was  vehemently  oppofed,  and  a  long 
proteil  was  figned  by  eleven  peers. 

In  tliis  feflion  a  motion  was  made  by  Sir 
George  Savile,  a  confpicuous  member  in  op- 
pofition,  to  brins?  in  a  bill  for  quieting  the  pof- 
feflions  of  the  fubjed,  and  for  amending,  and 
rendering  more  effectual  an  aft  paifed  in  the 
twenty -fii ft  year  of  James  I,  for  the  general 
quiet  of  the  fubjeOt,  againft  all  pretences  of 
concealment  whatever.  The  intended  law  is 
commonly  denominated  the  Nullum,  lempus 
bill;  the  motion  was  rejected  after  a  violent, 
debate  by  a  majority  of  twenty  only,"  and  as 
the  occalion  and  nature  of  the  motion  excited 
a  confiderable  Ihare  of  intercft,  a  fuccin6l  ac- 
count is  given  of  the  tranfa6lions  by  which  it 
was  produced. 

The  Portland  family,  in  confequence  of  a 
grant  made  by  William  III,  to  their  illuftrious 
anceftor  of  the  honour  of  Penrith,  in  the  coim- 
ty  of  Cumberland,  with  the  appurten^jices,  had 
been  about  feventy  years  in  pofleffion  of  the 
foreft  of  Inglewood,  and  the  foccage  of  the 
caftle  of  Carlifle,  the  value  of  which  is  ftated 
at  about  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  or  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year.  Sir  James  Lowther,  con- 
ceiving thefe  prcmifes  not  to  be  included  in 
the  terms  of  the  grant,  prefented  a  memorial 
to  the  troafujy,  praying  a  Icafe  of  his  majefty's 
intereft  therein  for  three  lives,  on  fuch  teims 
as  fhould  be  thought  proper.  This  memorial 
being  referred  to  the  furvcyor  general ;  he  re- 
ported, that,  in  his  opinion,  the  duke's  title 
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did  not  extend  to  the  fubjeft  in  queftion,  and  chap, 
recommended  that  a  leafe  fhould  be  granted,   J^^ 
as  requefted,  at  a  referved  rent  of  fifty  pounds     17^7* 
per  annum  for  the  foccage  of  Carlifle,   and 
thirteen  ihiUings  and  four-pence  for  the  foreft, 
and  a  tliird  of  flie  rent  of  fuch  lands  and  here- 
ditaments in  either  place,  as  Sir  James  (liould 
recover.      This  demife  was  fuppofcd  to  be  in 
conformity  to  the  civil  lift  ad. 

The  duke  received  no  official  notice  of  thefe 
proceedings,  but  was  no  fooner  informed  of  ji^5* 
the  tranfaftion  than  he  entered  caveats  in  the 
proper  offices,  and  requefted  the  treafury  board  9th. 
to  poftpone  the  confideration  of  »the  memorial, 
and  grant  him  permiflion  to  be  heard  by 
council. 

I  NT  confequence  of  this  application  the  fe-  10th  Oft. 
cretary  of  the  treafury  notified  to  his  grace 
that  his  claim  would  be  referred  to  the  furveyor 
general,  wlio  would  at  the  fume  time  be  in- 
ftru6ted  to  revife  the  report  on  the  memorial ; 
and  the  duke  was  affured  no  further  proceed- 
ings ihould  be  adopted  till  his  title  had  been 
ftated,  referred  to,  and  reported  on  by  the  pro- 
per officer,  and  fully  and  maturely  examined 
by.  the  treafury  board.  The  duke's  agents  pro- 
ceeded in  their  rcfearches  after  documents  to 
fupoort  his  title,  and  to  invalidate  the  report 
of  the  furvey  or  general ;  for  which  purpofe  they  aoth05W, 
deemed  it  nefcefl'ary  to  obtain  an  infpeftion  of 
certain  deeds  or  evidences  in  the  furvcyor's 
office;  but  this  was  peremptorily  refufcd.  His  id  Dec. 
grace  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  treafury,  by 
which,  in  regard  that  all  public  records  ought 
to  be  infpecied  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  parties  in- 
terefted ;  the  lords  of  the  treafury  were  prayed 
to  direct  the  furvej^or  general  to  permit  the 
duke's  agents  to  inlpeft,  and  take  copies  if  ne- 

ceffary, 
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CHAP«  cefiary^  of  all  the  furveyor's  court  rolk,  and 
JJJ^j  other  muniments  and  vritingt  in  his  cuftody 
<;67«     relative  to  the  matterr  in  quettion. 

The  ctuke  was  informed  that  tiieir  lordibiiM 
m*anted  his  requeft,  as  to  the  inijpeftion  of  trie 
furveyor's  office,  not  on  the  foundation  of 
riffht,  but  as  a  matter  of  candour  and  ctvility. 
The  order  for  this  purpofe  was  not  readily  ob- 
tained, and  when  the  furVeyor  general  M^as 
infbrmed  of  the  permiffion  given  bv  the  trea- 
fury,  he  ftated  to  the  board  that  the  furveys 
and  evidences  in  his  cuftody  were  not  pubKc 
records,  but  kept  there  for  the  king's  ufe  only, 
that  permitting  the  king  s  deeds  and  evidences 
to  be  infpt&ed  by  agents,  of  perfons  who 
avowedly  mtended  to  conteft  the  rights  of  the 
crown,  would  be  a  bad  precedent,  and  might 
be  detrimental  to  his  majefty's  intereft  on  fu- 
ture occafions.  He  added,  that  in  his  judg- 
ment the  fliorteft  way  would  be  to  try  the  right 
of  the  crown,  which  Sir  James  Lowther  was 
ready  to  tdo  at  his  own  expence,  if  the  board 
would  grant  him  the  requefted  leafe.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  letter,  the  treafury,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  caveats  which  had  been  entered, 
»^dDec.  pafied.the  grant  to  Sir  James,  and  then  ap- 
prised the  duke  of  its  being  done. 

This  leafe  was  confidered  as  an  affiur  of  par- 
ty, andt  all  the  vehemence  of  party  ,was  exer- 
cifed  on  the  fubje^/  The  duke's  friends  con- 
tended that  the  grant  m^de  by  William  III. 
comprized^  in  its  general  terms,  the  premifes 
now  l^fbd  to  Sir  James  Lowther,  or,  if  not,  the 
length  of.poffeffion  ought,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
private  hiaividuds^  :to  be  a  bar  againft  aH 

. .  t  Mttoh  xaMO^r  v9m  difekycd  in  attributin|;  thU  gnmt  to  the 
jnAuftnce  and  ctvrtions  of  the  earl  of  fiute,  in  UTOur  of  Sir  Jam«s 
J.o«ther»  who  was  fat9  fbn-iri-law, 
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queftions  of  title.    The  unpopularity,  t3rranny^  chaf» 
And  danger  of  refumption  by  the  crown  were    ^'^ 
ftrongly  urged,  and  the  miniftry  accufed  of     1763. 
attempting  to  revive  that  odious  maxim  nulr 
lum  tempus  occurrit  rtgi. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  contended^  that  the 
general  words  in  the  grant  did  not  convey  any 
Siin^  more  than  was  exa6tly  defcribed;  with 
Its  obvious  and  neceflary  appurtenances.  That 
even  admitting  king  William's  right  to  grant 
efiates  in  fee  imipleto  the  prejudice  of  his  fuc-^ 
ceflbrs,  ftill  fuch  -^nts  ought  to  be  read 
with  great  ftri^tne^  and  not  in  a  manner  io 
loofe  as  to  permit  an  eftate  of  a  tliou&nd 
pounds  a  year  to  pafs  in  mere  Mneral  terms; 
The  length  of  polfeffion,  it  was  feid,  infiead  of 
being  an  argument  in  the  dyke^s  &vour,  pre^ 
fented  an  inftance  of  the  moderation  of  go^ 
vemment,  who  were  content  merely  to  try  a 
claim  to  a  valuable  eilate,  without  entering 
into  a  queilion  refpeding  the  arrears  incurred 
by  feventy  years  pofieffion,  amountmg  at  leaft 
to  feventy  thoufand  pounds* 

These  arguments  do  not  appear  fatisfac- 
tory :  it  is  obvious  that  there  was  a  difpofi^ 
tion  in  the  miniftry  to  gratify  Sir  James  Lff\\^ 
ther  at  the  expence  of  the  duke  of  Portland, 
and  in  that  view  the  tranfadion  was  not  ho* 
nourable  either  to  the  miniftry,  or  to  the  per^* 
fon  preterred.  The  length  of  poffeffion,  if  not 
a  fumcient  bar  to  everv  claim,  ought  at  leaft 
to  have  procured  for  the  polTeflbr  a  refulal  of 
the  leafe  on  eouitable  terms.  But  on  the 
whole  it  was  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  fi;or 
vemment  to  enter  into  fuch  a  con  tell  with  a 
fubjeft.  The  property  was  not  of  fuiiicient 
valufe  to  aflford  an  excufe  for  impelling  the 
fovereign  to  appear  in  his  own  courts  asfuitor 
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a^nft  the  defcendant  of  a  man  irhofe  zeal  in 
euabliihing  the  proteilant  fucceffion,  though 
liberally,  was-  not  fuperabundantly  rewarded. 

The  repeated  complaints  of  the  duke's 
friends  that  he  was  ill-treated,  and  trifled  with 
by  the  officers  of  government,  feem  utterly 
void  of  foundation.  They  did  their  duty  with 
candour,  temper,  and  propriety.  Still  lefs  cre- 
dit attaches  to  the  affertion  that  the  motive  0/ 
paiTmg  the  grant  was  to  fecure  an  influence  at 
the  enfuing  general  clcftion :  the  eftate  was 
not  of  fufficient  importance  to  afFeft  in  any 
great  degree  a  county  eleSion,  and  as  the 
grant  was  avowedly  expedited  for  the  mere 
pui-pofe  of  preventing  the  claim  from  being  ar* 
gued  in  council,  where  it  could  not  be  legally 
decided;  the  transfer  could  not  be  attended 
with  quiet  polfeflion  fo  as  to  give  tlie  fuppofed 
influence." 

After  pafling  the  fupplies,  and  fome  pri- 
vate bills,  the  king  put  an  end  to  the  feflion. 
In  his  fpeech  he  thanked  the  parliament  for 
their  fignal  proofs  of-  aiFeftionate  attachment 
to  his  perfon,  family,  and  government,  faithful 
attention  to  the  public  fervice,  and  earneft  zeal 
for  the  prefervation  of  our  excellent  conftitu- 
tion. 

Two  days  afterwards  the  parliament  w^asdif- 
folved  by  proclamation. 

«  Thcfc  faa«  arc  takclifrom,  "  Th6  oaTe  of  the  duke  of  Port- 
**  land  refpcfling  two  Icafcs  lately  granted  to  Sir  James  Lowtber  j'* 
««  A  reply  to  the  cafe  of  the  du]U  of  Portland,'*  and  «ObiaTa- 
« tions  on  the  Power  of  Alienation  in  the  Crown/* 
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CHAPTER  THE   FOURTEENTH* 

1767. — 1768. 

Statt  of  Europe.  —  Power  of  the  Jejuits. — 
Their  expuljion  from  Spain  mid  J^aples  — 
end  ffial  JupprejOion.  —  State  of  France.  •— * 
Seizure  of  Avignon.  —  War  in  Corjica-^ 
the  ifland  fubdued  by  the  French.  —  IVar 
between  the  Turkn  and  RuJJians.  —  Affairs 
of  America.  —  Exertions  againji  the  new 
taxes.  ^—Difputes  between  the  governor  and 
legi/lature  of  Maffachuffefs  Bay.  —  Pro^ 
ceedings  of  the  affembly  —  their  circular  let* 
ier. —  Libels  on  the  governor. — Froroga^ 
tion  of  the  affembly  —  their  infexibility  — 
and  diffolution.  —  Temper  of  the  people. — 
Seizure  of  Hancock's  flopp.  —  Town  meet^ 
ings.  —  Convention. — Arrival  of  the  troops. 
—  Tranquillity  of  New  Vo?'k.  —  Affairs  of 
Ireland.  —  Brief  retro fpect.-^— The  lord  lieu- 
tenant  obliged  to  rejign.  —  Lord  Tozvnjliend 
appointed.  —  Efforts  of  the  people  to  alter 
the  conffitution  of  parliament.''-^  An  octen- 
nial  bill  is  at  length  paffed,  and  receives  the 
royal  fanction. 

Hi-THOUGH  the    continent  of  Europe  was   CttAP, 
•""     at  this  period  nurturing  the   principles   yj^^ 
which  have  fmce  produced  the  moft  important     ^7^7* 
changes,  no  tranfa6iion  yet  appeared  to  inter-  £u^pe. 
-fere  witli  the  immediate  welfare  or  tranquillity 
of  Great  Britain. 

The  event  which  moft  immediately  affefted  powcrof 
the  intcrefts  of  mankind  was  the  fall  of  the  ihej^fuki* 
jefuits.    That  body,  by  their  learning,  aftivity, 
intrigue,  and  federal  union,  had  acquired  an 
unlimited  authority  in  all  catholic  countries; 

they 
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CHAF.  they  regulated  the  confciences  of  cwwneA 
y^^  heads ;  st  their  fuggefHcms  treaties  were  con- 
tr^r*  firmed  or  broken,  and  Wzr  or  peace  prevailed. 
Their  influence  extended  to  all  parts;  the 
camp,  this  college,  and  even  the  cottage  paid 
implicit  deference  to  their  mandates.  As  pre- 
ceptors they  had  the  advantage  of  difcerning^ 
and  giving  an  inflexion  to  thetempei^s^  paflions, 
and  habits  of  youth,  of  acquiring  an  unlimited 
^ccndency  over  the  mind ;  of  enflaving  the 
timid,  reftraining  the  proud,  and  bending  even 
the  energies  of  courage  and  virtue  to  their  own 
peculiar  views.  Their  orders,  and  even  many 
tegulations  of  tiieir  fociety,  were  an  itifcrutable 
myflery,  but  fo  early  ^vjas  their  intelligence, 
and  fo  prompt  their  communication,  that  they 
&emed  every  where  to  be  tlie  firft  apprized  of 
occurrences,  and  earlieil^  and  mdft  abundantly 
benefited  by  them.  Their  aftivity  and  influ--. 
ence  over  the  timid  and  fjiperftitionsl  threw 
enormous  wealth  into  their  hands,  and  their 
ambition  Avas  fuppofed  equal  to  their  power. 
From  their  firft  eftablifhhient  as  an  order,  they 
were  occafioually  regarded  .with  fufpicion  and 
inquietude,  and  already  feycral  principalpowen 
in  Europe  had  expelled  them  as  a  body  dan- 
gerous to  government/  In  fome  countriesin-r 
tfigue,  fuperilition,  or  fear  had  procured:  their 
jpe-admiffion,  but  the  prefent  period  .was  marked 
for  tlieir  total  expulfion  and  final  fuppreflion. 
De  Choifeul,  the  French  minifler,  conceived 
this  great  projed,  in  which  he  was  animated  by 
political  confiderations,  and  by  an  attachment 
to  the  modem  fyflems  of  free-thinking  philo- 

^  They  were  expelled  from  France  in  is^^y  but  re^eftabliflied  in 
1603  ;  from  Engls^nd  in  1604,  from  Venice  in  16069  snd  from 
Portugal  in  1759,  ^^^^  pretence  of  having  inftigated  the  fiuniUet  of 
Tavora  and  d*Aveiro  to  aliafliiiate  king  J^'^h  1% 

fophers. 
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faphers.    He  procured  in  1764  a  fnppreffion  of  chap. 
their  order  in  France,  although  the  members   ^^. 
were  ftill  pemiitted  to  continue  their  reiidence     17*7. 
as  individuals,  conforming  to  the  fpiritual  and 
civil  ordinances  of  the  realm. 

In  Spain  and  the  tranfatlantic  dominions  of  TKartxl 
that  country,  their  influence  was  moft  exten-  f^^^ 
five,  and  from  the  bigoted  attachment  of  the  ^^^ 
Spaniards  to  the  catholic  religion,  and  to  the 
jefoits  in  particular,  their  ^abliihment  was 
deemed  perfectly  fecure,  and  their  government 
as  permanent  and  efficient  as  that  of  the  king 
himfelf.  Yet  in  the  midft  of  this  fecurity,  and 
without  any  previous  indication  of  lealoufy  or 
dif(ileafure,  their  total  ruin  was  eifeaed«  This 
projed);  was  conceived  under  the  influence  of 
i>e  Choifeul,  and  condu^d  by  means  of  tli« 
maa*qttts  D'Oifun,  the  French  embaflador  at  the 
court  oC  Madrid,  who  concerted  bis  meafured 
with  Charles  III.  king  of  Spain,  and  the  count 
D'Aranda  his  prime  minifter. 

Thb  execution  of  the  defign  was  fudden  and  31ft  Mmu 
decifive ;  at  midnight  large  bodies  of  the  mili-  ''*'• 
tary  furrounded  the  fix  colleo^es  of  the  jefuits 
in  Madrid,  forced  the  gates,  ^cured  the  bells, 
and  placing  a  fentry  at  the  door  of  each  cell^ 
commanded  the  fathers  to  rife,  fummoned  them 
into  the  refe£lory,  and  read  t}ie  kind's  order  for 
inftant  tranfportation.  Tlie  royal  feal  was  put 
on  all  their  eife^is,  except  a  few  neceffaries 
which  they  were  permitted  to  carry  away.  All 
the  hired  coaches  and  chaifes  in  Madrid,  to« 
gether  with  feveral  waggons,  being  engaged 
and  diftributed  in  proper  places,  their  journey 
towards  Carthagena  immediately  began.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  capital,  in  the  morning 
learned  the  intelligence  with  furprize  and  con- 
fiernation,  but  had  not  the  poiyer,  if  tliey  had 

inclination. 
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CHAP,   inclination,  to  interfere  in  preventing  the  exc- 

vJ^^Zj   <^^*i0Ji  of  the  king's  command*. 
1767?         Thkee  days  afterwards  the  jefuit's  college 

3d  April,  jj^  Barcelona  was  lurrouuded,  and  the  membere 
tranfported  in  circumftances  exaftly  fimilar. 
The  fame  meafures  were  adopted  at  the  fame 
hour  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  fliips  were 
provided  in  the  dift'erent  fea  ports  for  carry ing^ 
thej^fuite  to  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate;  and  tl>e 
moft  cffe6lual  means  were  adopted  for  prevcBt- 
ing  any  communication  to  the  king's  foreign 
dominions.  The  royal  ordinance  ror  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  jefuits  w  as  then  publilhed,  by 
which  all  their  property  was  confifcated.  A 
fmall  penfion  was  afiigned  to  each  individual, 
payable  only  while  he  refided  in  a  place  ap- 
pointed, and  abftained  from  offence  in  his 
writings  and  condu^i,  and  the  mifdemeanor  off 
one  was  declaied  fnfllicient  to  fubjed  the  whole 
body  to  a  forfeiture  of  their  ftipends.  The 
king's  fubjefts  were  forbidden,  under  penalties 
of  high  trealbu,  to  correi^ond  with  the  jefuits; 
they  were  enjoined  to  oblerve  ftrift  fiience,  and 
not  to  write,  declaim,  or  make  any  movement 
for  or  agaiuft  thefe  meafures.  The  fame  re- 
gulations extended  to  the  Indies,  where  a  fimi- 
lar feizure  and  expulfion  took  place,  and  an 
immenfe  property  was  acquired  by  govern- 
ment. 

All  men  were  furprized  at  the  fecrecy  and 
rigour  of  this  tranfaftion,  and  w^re  therefore 
prepared  to  receive  and  credit  the  accounts 
which  might  be  given  of  the  motives  of  the 
Spanifli  court.      Extenfive  proje&s,  and  dan- 

f;eroiis  machinations  were  imputed  to  the  je* 
iiits,   and  ail  the  dread  and  jealoufy  which 
other  nations  entertained  of  their  malignity 
and  influence  were   exerted,  in  finding  the 
ir-  caules 
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eauf<»  of  their  unexpeded  downfal.    It  was  craf« 
currently  believed  that  they  had  fomented,  and  )J^^. 
perhaps  excited,  a  dangerous  popular  infurrec*     17^7* 
tion,  irhich  the  year  before  had  agitated  the 
capital,  and  compelled  the  king  to  difmifs  his 
minifters. 

But  whether  the  crimes  or  intentions  im-  m  tmr. 
puted  to  the  jefaits  were  founded  in  faL6t,  or  »«<• 
the  mere  fuggeftions  of  a  party  inimical^  not 
only  to  their  eftaUiihment  as  a  body,  bat  to 
the  Chriftian  religion  in  general,  their  fufFer* 
ings  intitle  them,  as  men,  to  coromiferation. 
The  horror  of  being  fuddenly  torn  from  their 
homes,  and  all  their  focial  connections,  was 
augmented  by  the  terrors  of  an  uncertain  def- 
tination,  and  the  anticipation  of  an  unwelcome 
reception.  Men  who  were  for  the  greater  part 
advanced  in  years,  all  of  them  ufed  to  the  in- 
dulgences of  an  honourable  iituation,  and  to 
the  cafe  of  a  fcdentary  life,  were  now  reduced 
to  the  allowance  and  treatment  of  foldiers  in 
tranfports.  "When  they  arrived  before  Civita 
Vecchia,  the  Pope,  Clement  Xlil,  prohibited 
their  landing  in  his  dominions:  they  were 
therefore  o()iiged  to  await  frefh  orders  from 
^ain.  A  negotiation  was  opened  with  the 
republic  of  Genoa,  for  nermiffion  to  land 
them  in  Corfica:  before  tne  treaty  was  con- 
cluded, the  Spanifh  admiral  received  orders  to 
fail  for  the  port  of  Baftia;  but  the  Corfi-  isdMajr. 
can  governor  would  not  fufter  them  to  djf« 
embark.  At  length  the  iandion  of  the  Ge« 
noefe  government  was  obtained;  the  tranf* 
ports  were  ordered  to  the  ports  of  Calvi,  Al- 
gatola,  and  Ajaccio,  and  thefiuTivingjefuits^  sthjunt; 
amounting  to  two  thuufand  three  hundredi 
were  put  on  Chore. 

VOL.  /•  z  Thb 
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.CHAP.  •  The  example  of  the  king  of  Spain  was  im*- 
\J^J!j  mediately  followed  by  his  fon  Ferdinand  VI. 
They  ^c  king  of  Najilcs,  and  afterwards  bv  Parma :  and 
from^Nl-  ^^  ^773  the  order  was  fupprelVeJ  by  Clement 
picst  OCIV,  who  was  elevated  to  the. papacy  on  that 
^^l^^^"^'  exprefs  condition. 

poiW.  Although,  by  a  refolutc  exertion  of  the 

civil  power,  this  fonnidable  fociety  was  thus 
reduced,  there  is  great  reafon  to  doubt  that  the 
-  ftrength  of  the  European  goveraments  was 
augmented  by  their  fall.  It  they  were  really 
guilty  of  dangerous  and  treaftmable  defigns, 
•iufficient  meaus  were  not  wanting,  efpecially 
in  arbitrary  monarchies,  to  punilh  the  guilty 
and  difpeiie  their  adherents,  l^ven  the  whole 
order  might  have  been  reformed,  their  wealth 
tliminilhed,  tlicir  power  abridged,  and  their 
numbers  reduced.  Lut  the  deftru6iion  of  a 
fociety  M'hich  included  fo  much  leaniiag  and 
ability,  and  rci])ertable  from  connections  and 
able  publications  in  literature  and  theology, 
dhninilbed  the  general  credit  of  the  eftabliihed 
religion,  and  gave  new  fpirit  to  thofe  who  al- 
ready meditated  the  deftrudion  both  of  Chrif- 
tianity  and  monarchy. 
State  of  France  was  in  a  liate  of  the  greateft  poli- 

France.  jj^^^j  ^^^\  nioral  depravity.  The  king,  ini- 
meifed  in  fenlual  enjoyment,  negle6ted  the 
affairs  of  government ;  the  kingdom  was  ruled 
by  hiwS  miftreffcs  and  minifters:  The  parlia- 
ments impeded  the  exertions  of  government 
by  cavils  and  contefts,  in  which  the  fole  aim 
was  to  acquire  undue  authority.  The  treafury 
was  empty,  although  injudicious  taxes  op- 
prefled  the  people,  and  famine  was  felt  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  Yet  France  was  the  cen- 
tre of  diflipation  and  infidelity*  Already  a  fed 
of  pretended  philofophers  had  obtaineil  an  ex- 
ten  five 
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tenfive  influence;  who,  avowing  war  againft  ckat; 
popery,  ainiefl  at  the  fubverfion  of  all  religion*,    J™i^j 
and  the  deftru6Koii  of  regal  power.**  '  The'  go-     1767* 
vemment  was  infeiifibl6  of  the  approaching 
danger;  and  Choifeul,  intent  on  fchemes  ot' 
conqueft,  and  augmentation  of  tcrritoty,  wait- 
ed only  z\ve\\  repleniflied  treafuryto'^  embroil 
all  Europe.*    But  the  finances  were  fateily  de 
ranged:   the  Eaft  India  coinpany  betnkf>ii^^^ 
and  the  cvedltors  of  ftate  anxious,  ditfiUS^ed,! 
and  alarmed.  •  ',  •  ''• 

RestraineiJ  from  entering  int6  extenfive  Sciiu«of 
wai-5,  the  French  took  advantage  of  the  ftiiU  ^^'g^*""- 
cp^ater  weaknefs  of  the  Pope,  ^ttd  feizied  on  his" 
dominions    in  Avignon,  -  and    the  •  Venailfin,' 
without  the  flighted  claim  of  right.       '•  '*       i 

The  ifland  of  Corflca  alfo  offered •tefnpta-^  War  in 
tion  to  the  ambition  of  the  French.  Oppreflfed:  ^^^*^^ 
by  the  Genoefe,  the  Corficans  had  long  fig*- 

^  A  letter  ^roro  Horatio  Walpok,  lAtfYivit  earl  lof  r  Orlbfd,  to^ 
genaiil  Conway^  dated  the  4Stb  of  O&olTer  I7.65t  coptaint  full» 
explicit,  and  undeniable  evidence  oti  this  fubjeft:  *•  The  dau- 
«fphii»,"  he  (ays,  "will  probaWy  liold  out  WfHv  ifciyi.:  His 
*<«deatb,  that  is,  the  near  prolpea  of  it,  fills  the  philofijpliers  wjtj^ 
"  thegreateft  joy,  as  it  was  feared  he  woulcl  en^avour.the  leilor^ 
"  tion  of  the  jefiiits.  You  will  tHiillc  tbe  ientiments  of  the  philofo'* 
**  phecs  very  odd  ftate  news*--4>ut  do  you  know  wh»  the  phiMbpI|n:|f 
**  are,  or  what  the  term  means  here  ?  In  the  firft  ^lace  it  compre- 
"  hends  sllmoft  every  body }  and  in  the  next,  rticans  Tfien,  nXjho  a^'vSj 
^  htg  *war  againft  popery t  aim,  many  tf.ihfm^  a$  afubv$rfi(m.  (^%M 
*'  reHghttt.  aad^ffiU  matrfmere,  at  tbi  dtfiruQ'un  tf  regal  po^j^tr. 
**  How  do  you  know'  this  ?  you  will  fay  j  you,  who  have  been  but 
'*  fix  weeks  ih  France,  thi-ee  of  which  you  hard  been  confined  to 
<(  your  chamber.  'l*rue$  but  in  the, firi^ period  I  w^n^ every  wher^g- 
"and  heard  nothing  clfej  in  the  la^er,  I  have  been  extremely 
•*  vifitcdi  and  have' bad  long- and  ex|ilicit  converfations  with  Vnany 
"  who  think,  as  I  tell  you,  |iq<i,with«|Lifew'of  tlviither  ^de,-  who  an; 
"  no  Icfs  perfuadcd  that  there  arc  fuch  in^<:ntions.,  In  particular,  1 
"had  two  officers  with  me  the  other  night,  neither  of  them  young, 
"  whom  I  had  difficulty  to  keep,  from  a  Ibrbus  Quarrel,  tftd'ivbo, 
"  in  the  heat  of  the  dilfute,  intbrmed  me  of  inucl>  more  than  I  could 
"  have  leami  with  great  pains.** — See  Lord  Onord's  Works,  vol.  V. 
p.  ia». 

«  (Euvret  du  Rmde  FnilTet  ro).  it.  p.  i«j. 

z  %^  nalized 
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CHAP,  tializecl  themfelviss  by  an  ^ftia^te^  smd  ofteiT 
^^^  V«W  conduced  refiiUnce.  Under  the  govern- 
ment of  Pafcal  PwH,  wh<HT)  tjiey  elc£te4  ge- 
neral  of  the  Uland  in  1 7  ji  5,  |h^  oiade  (liU  mora 
ref[>f£^hle  eiiertiem:  tj^ir  hnproyements  m 
civi^atioii  bore  fomQ  proportion  lo  their  m- 
creafed  eoex^y  in  ann$ ;  and  th^  became  fo 
formidabte  thai  the  Gmntk,  defyaking  of 
#chievmg  a  conqneH,  foughti  19  I7<f  U  to  lure 
t^hcm  into  t^ir  priftine  fubje^ioni  hy  a  con* 
eiliatory  manifefto.  This  alfo  failed  in  it9 
.  .    .     effi(A;  the  Cotfican^  c^yie  to  a  reitdution  oerer 

Sma^e  any  agi^eeopiint  with  liie  republic,  until 
dr  libertif8  and  independency  were  acknow-* 
lifrdged  and  fecured,  apd  pabliihed  a  memorial 
to  the  nations  of  Europe,  calling  upon  them,f 
•  by  the  rights  of  humanity^  to  mterpofe  and 
-  '  giv^  ^ace  to  a  nation  which  had  made  fncli 
canfpicuoqs  exer^ionf^  in  the  ca^fe  of  freedom^ 
This  application  procured  them  no  afliftance ; 
and  eren  the  firMfh  miniflry,  at  the  peace,  HTued 
a  proclamation  fbrbi;dding  the  kiu^'a  fubjeft^ 
from  avoiding  adlftanee  to  the  Corfican  rebels, 
Thi?  harfh  appeMation  hurt  the  feelings  of 
Paoli^  who  iaia,  "  He  did  not  expeft  that  from 
^  Great  Britain ;"  bnt  t)ke  miniftry  afted  wife- 
Ijr  in  ncit  interfering  l^etw^e^  another  natioa 
and  ito  dependency. 

Tn  If  Corftcan  general,  without  foreign  aid,  ha4 
mearfy  eosajpleted  the  emancipaticMii  o^  his  coun^ 
try,  when  France,  in  1764,  condnded  a  trea^ 
V  wiUn  Oenoa,  and  ft^nti^  battalions  ^f  troops 
to  garrifon  the  fortified  towns  for  fenr  years, 
who  being  enjoined  to  a^  only  (>n  the  4<ffoifiveil 
were  not  cnmoied  bnt  kindly  recnvedi  by  the 
rflander j.  Til<  qomte.  4^  iMarbeeuf,  thor  cQin^ 
mander,  behaved  with  mildne&  and  mo^ta^ 
tion ;   he  carefully^  pt^nedi  the  towns  en- 

trailed 
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tnifted  to  his  chargt,  but  committed  no  in^  cha:]^. 
juries  againft  the  inhabitants:  and  Paoli,  ref    JiJ^ 
ibained  from  making  a6live  war,    employed 
this  interval  in  cultivatins^  the  arts  of  peace^ 
and  (Irengthening  himfelf  ior  future  contelis/ 

UkfortuvatelIt,  the  Coriicans  were  not 
unanimous  among  themfei ves.  A  party  headed 
by  two  brothers  named  Abbattucci^  was  in  con-^ 
fiderable  force  on  one  fide  of  the  ifland^  and 
carried  oa  open  war  againfi  Paoli.*  When 
the  end  of  the  four  years  approach^,  the  . 
French  minifier  appeared  defirous  to  terminate 
the  diiferences  between  the  Genoefe  and  the 
Corficans.  He  drew  up  propofitions,  which 
were  approved  by  Paoli,  and  contrived  to  pre* 
ferve  the  liberty  of  the  Coriicans,  without  de- 
rogating from  the  dignity  of  the  fenate  of 
Genoa. 

While  this  negotiation  was  yet  pending,  ,^5^, 
the  Spaniili  jefuits  were,  by  the  confent  of  th^ 
Genoefe,  landed  in  Coriica.  The  French  mini«> 
fter,  anxious  for  the  deftm&ion  of  the  order, 
appeared  offended,  and  withdrew  the  troopt 
from  the  ports  into  which  the  jefuits  were  aa«- 
mitted.  Paoli  difpofed  to  derive  advantage 
from  the  retreat  of  the  French,  immediately  pof- 
feifed  himfelf  of  the  places  which  they  had 
evacuated  ;  but  the  minifter  teqvte&ed  him  t6 
defhl  fiom  bortiKtieSy  and  confkier  thofe  places 
in  a  ftate  of  neutralitj^,  as  if  garrifoned  by 
the  French,  till  the  expiration  of  Uiefour  years, 
when  the  troops  fhould  be  withdrawn  fcom  the 
ifland ;  and  promifed,  if  a  peace  was  not  at  that 
time  concluded,  the  Coriicans  fhould  be  at 
full  liberty  to  aflert  their  rights. 

JfoTwitnsTANDiNothefe  explicit  avowals 

'  BoTweU^BJiccountof  Coriica»  chap.!!, 
f  IMt^i  ThmomHh  vol.  u  ihiif*  m 

«   3  of 
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CHAP,  of  Corfican  ifldependence,  the  French  govern- 

\%J^^Xj    ^^^^  purchafed  the  ifland  from  the  republic  of 

«7^7.      Genoa,  although  the  natives  claimed,  and  had 

,  an  indubitable  right,  to  be  confidered  as  inde- 

-    pendent,  and  had  been  acknowledged  fo  by  tlic 

power  which  now  became  the  purciiafer. 

This  meafure  was  expected  to  produce  much 
oppofition  in  Europe,  out  Choifeul  made  fuch 
arrangements  as  prevented  holtilities.  Great 
Britain  and  Sardinia  were  the  principal  powers 
who  interefted  themfelves  in  the  fubjeft ;  but 
'the  reprefentations  made  to  the  cabinet  of  St. 
James's,  induced  them  toabftain  from  oppofing 
the  transfer,  and  Sardinia  was  too  feeble  fingly 
to  oppofe  France.' 

The  Corficans,  when  informed  of  the  fale, 
held  a  general  meeting,  and  fworc  to  defend 
their  liberties  to  the  utmoft  extremitj- ;  but  this 
generous  refolution,  though  maintained  with 
Jpirit,  did  not  avail.  They  were  defeated  in  many 
encounters,  and  after  a  gallant  refiftance,  the 
w^hole  ifland  was  over-run :  Paoli  was  obliged 
to  confult  his  fafety  by  flight;  heirretrcated  firtt 
aid  Sep.    to  Pifa,  and  afterwards  to  London,  where  his 
'^  ^'        neceffities  were  relieved  by  a  penfion.^ 
War  be-         MEANWHILE  War  raged  between  Ruflia  and 
(ilTncfdie  ^^^  Porte,  but  the  events  in  no  degree  afteded, 
Forte.        for'the  prefent,  the  interefls  of  England.     Ruf- 
,j^5^^        fia  began  to  dilplay  unlimited  power  iri  Poland, 
and  tliofc  meafures  were  arranged  between  the 
king  of  Pruffia  and  the  emprefs,  which  led  to 
the  fubfcquent  diimemberment  of  the  coun- 
try.*^ 

f  See  Life  of  Dumouriez,  vol. ji.  p.  109.    • 

S  Life  of  DuMouriez,  vol.  i.  chap.  v.  and  vj.  Defcriptionof  Cor- 
irca,  &c.  &c.  by  Frederic  fon  oF  the  late  Theodore,  king  of  Cor- 
fica.  .  •  * 

^  (£urret  du  Koi  4t  Prufie,  vol.  iv.  |ir  167^^  fcq.  - 

-  •--    ■  If 
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If  thefe  tranfaftions  appeared  of  ftnall  im-  chap/ 
rrortance  to  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain,  the  ^^^. 
uale  of  her  colonies  became  daily  more  and     7^7- 
inore  embarrafling  and  alaitning.     Wlien  tlie  ^^^J^J^^ 
miniftry  brought  into  parliament  the  aft  for 
laying  duties  on  certain  articles  of  commerce 
exported  to  America,  they  could  not  forcfee 
objedions  to  the  right.     'J'he  authority  of  the 
Britilh  parliament  to  impofc  wliat  they  deemed 
external  taxes,  was  generally  admitted,*  and  if 
the  inflamed  itate  of  the  public  mind  in  Ame- 
rica, and  the  triumphant  confidence  rcfulting 
from  the  fuccefsful  oppofition  to  the  ftamp  a6tr- 
rendered  it  impolitic,  the  legality  \ras  uncjuef- 
tioned.     But  the  Americans  were  not  difpofed 
to  concede  the  minuteft  objettion  in  favour  of 
tfae  mother-country.     The  inclination  to  eon- 
troverfy  imbibed  during  the  difcullioii  of  the 
former  queftion,  and  thefyftems  then  firft  pro- 
mulgated, raifed  an  infuperable  barrier  to  the 
reception  of  any  new  meafure  tending  to  bene- 
fit Great  Britain  at  the  expcnce  of  the  co- 
lonifts. 

On  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  taxes  im-  Exertions 
pofed   by    parliament,    the    American   prefles  »g^";^^^ 
teemed  witli  mvcctive  ajjamlt  the  lyltem,  and 
the  miniftry  by  whom  ]t  was  recommended. 
It  was  reprefentcd  as  originating  in  a  pernici- 
ous and  illegal  refolution  to  reduce  the  Ame-     , 
ricans  to  an  abject  ftate  of  ilavery  and  diftrefs. 
Thefe  M'ritings,  though  not  abounding  in  elo- 
quence and  wit,  wTre  not  fo  defpicable  as  to 
juftify  total  negligence;  they  daily  filled  the 
pages    of  American    newfpapers,    while    no 

*  Even  Dr.  Franklin  admitted  this  principle  in  its  fulleft  latitude, 
and  ieemed  to  make  the  eftabiifhment  of  a  didinfUon  between  the 
right  of  internal  and  external  taxation,  the  ftrongeft  point  on  which 
the  Americans  founded  their  c)aim  of  relief  from  the*  ftamp  aA* 
^et  his  exaniinationi  DebretV s  Debates,  vol.  iv.  p.  32s,  3301  334* 

2  4  writer 
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CHAP,  writer  was  fuffiqiently  hardy,  or  fufBciently  in- 
I  ^^    terefted  to  efpoufe  the  contrary  opinion . 

ir«7-         The  province  of  MaiTachuifet's  Bay,  took  the 
ehuffit?'  ^^^^  *^  oppofing  the  meafures  of  government. 
Saj.         The  meeting  of  the  firfl  conffrefs  had  done  ir- 
reparable injury  to  the  Britifli  dominion,  by 
enabling  the  various  provinces  of  America,*  to 
unite  in  ppinion  and  condu6)^,  by  making  the 
grievances  of  any  iingle  province  a  commoa 
caufe,  and  thus  obliging  tpe  loyal  or  the  timid 
to  relinqqiih  the  didiates  of  their  ohti  judg- 
ment or  difpofition,  in  favour  of  t^  rebellious 
and  turbulent 
Sifputn        The  untameable  republicans  of  Maflkchuf- 
tSnr^  fet's  Bay  foon  engaged  in  fuch  a  fyftem  as  im- 
tureata     pellcd  the  other  colonies  to  join  them  in  open 
tbegoTcr-   refiftance  to  the  mother-country.     Sir  Francis 
'*^'         Bernaid,  their  governor,  was  held  in  great  (iif» 
like  for  his  vigorous  efforts  to  fupport  the  or^ 
ders  of  government;  he  was  repreiented  as  exr 
ceeding  the  authorities  with  wnich  he  was  in^ 
veiled,  and  treating  the  public,  and  the  coun^ 
cil  and  afi'embly,  with  infupportable  haughti* 
nefe,  and  he  ineparably  offended  the  violent 
.    party,  by  refufing  to  confirm  the  eledion  of 
lome  perfons  whom  he  deemed  unfit  to  be 
members  of  the  council     His  refufal  was  juf* 
Rifled  by  the  colonial. charter,  but  the  excr* 
cife  of  this  privilege  was  peculiarly  offcnlive. 
To  the  unpopularity  of  their  governor,  and  the 
intemperate  virulence  with  which  he  was  op^ 
ppfe^,  the  perturbed  ftate  of  the  province  may 
be  in  a  great  jneafure  afcribed- 
*8ihoa*     '  WHp^f  intelligence  of  the  new  tax  laws  was 
Non-im-     received,  the  people  alfembled  at  the  towp- 
portation    j^^|j  j^  JJofton,  ind  entered  into  afTociations 
iwitt.       to  encourage  the  maniifadures  of  America, 
and   defift  from  the  ufe  au^  importation  of 
Briti/li  luxuries.    * 

*  Governor 
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Governor  Bernard  found  it  neceffary  t6  chap.' 
convene   the  legiflature  earlier  than  he  in-    J^ZIj 
tended,  but,  having  received  information  from     1767, 
the  fpeaker  of  the  airerobly,  that  remonftrance!  p^^j^* 
againft  the  late  ads  were  in  contemplation  ingiofthe 
was  prepared  to  exped  a  feffion  replete  with  «*^**«^ 
turbulence  and  difaffe6lion.     The  lirft  eigh-  '^^^^^^ 
teen  ^ays    of  the  fitting  were  confumed  in 
drawing  up  thefe  remontrrances ;  and  a  long 
letter  was  written  to  Mr.  de  Berdt,  the  co-  tidifaip^ 
lonial  agent  in  England,   infirud;ing  him  to  ^7^h 
controvert  the  obnoxious  afts  on  every  ground 
of  right  and  policy.      The  legiflature   alfo  ^^^i^ 
prepared  a  petition  to  the   king,    in  which 
they  claimed,  as  rights  of  Britiih  fubje^  an 
exemption  from  taxation,  unlefs  they  were  re- 
prcfented  in  parliament,  which,   at  the  fame 
time,  they  fiated  to  be  iropolfible.     Thev  alfo 
wrote  to  lord  Shelburne,  the  rfiarquis  of  Rock  * 
ingham,  general  Conway,  lord  Camden,  and 
lord  Chatham,  and  to  the  lords  of  thetreafury; 
all  theie  letters,  although  varied  according  to 
the  circumitances  and  fituation  of  the  parties 
to  whom  they  were  addrelTed,  fpoke  but  one 
fentiment,  dilTatisfa^ion  at  the  late  meafures, 
and  a  determined  fpirit  of  reiiftance, 

Anoth]£r  proceeding  of  the  aflc^tibly  was  nth  Feb. 
ftill  more  important  in  its  confequences,    A  Thdrdrl 
circular  letter  was  addrefled  to  the  fpeakers  ^  *•*• 
pf  the  I^oufes   of  alTembly  throughout   th<i 
continent,   complafping  of  all  the  late  a^ 
inciting  tbem  to  a  ftrenuous  oj^oiition,  and 
inviting  them  to  communicate  fuch  advice 
13  they  fhou}d  think  judicious.    This  letter, 
whicli  was  conceived  in  moderate  and  im* 

Iireffive  terms,  produced  great  eifefl:  all  jea« 
oufy  between  the  different  Ipgiflatures   im* 
inep^^ly  ftibiided;  th^  candour  evinced  by 

an 
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CHAP,  an  independent  body  in  rcqueftinjj^  the fandion 
s^Zo   ^^^  advice  of  their  fellows,  qiiictc J  fufpicion, 
i7^^«      and  made  nianj-  of  the  alfemblies  firm  adherents 
to  their  caufe.     Several  of  the  fpeakers,^  by  di- 
rection of  the  bodies  over  which  they  prefided, 
united  in  opinion  with  theaflenibly  of  Malfa- 
chuffet's   Bay;    and   their  fcntiments   gained 
ground  in  all  parts  of  the  continent. 
Difpurt  WiiiLE  thefe  matters  Mere  under  difcuiCon, 

brSTshci^-  a  topic  of  difputc  occurred  between  the  aflem- 
bunic'i      bly  and  the  governor.     In  confequence  of  Sir 
letter.         Francis  Bernard's  refufal  to  contirm  the  no- 
mination of  members    of   the  council,    lord 
SheUmrne,  fecretary   of  ftatc,  exprelfed  high 
approbation  of  his  conduct,    with  many  re- 
proaches againft  the  fpirit  exhibited  by  the  le- 
giflature.     Tliis  letter  the  governor  communi- 
cated to  the  aifembly,  but  only  permitted  it  to 
be  read  by  the  clerk,  and  woukl  not  fufter  a 
copy  to  be  entered  on  tiie  journals.     The  houfe, 
dilfatisfied  with  this  proceedilig,  and  anxious 
to  obtain  documents  which  might  intlame  the 
xjtbFeb.    popular  refentment  againft  Sir  Francis,  requir- 
ed a  copy,  and  alfo  bis  own  letters  to  which 
i6th.         it  referred.      The  governor,  in  a  laconic  an- 
i8th.        fwer,  declined  compliance;  but  the  affembly 
ftill  pcrfevering,  ftrenuoully  reiterated  their  de- 
mand ;  and  this  melfag^^  which  referred  to  and 
cited,  from  the  memory  of  the  writers,  fome 
*    paflages  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate's  letter,  wa^i 
printed  by  pcrmiflion  of  the  alieuibly  in  one  of 
the  newfpapers.      It  now  became,  unneceflary 
for  the  governor  any  longer  to  refufe  a  com- 
munication of  the  original,^  it  was  therefore 
^3^  tranfmitted  with  a  fliort  indignant  melfage,  and 

entered  on  the  journals.      The  aliembly  WTote 

k  Virginia,    New  Jerfey,    ConneAtcut»  .  G6or|iai   and  'Mary* 
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to  lord  Shelburne,  animadverting  on  it  with   chap. 
great  afperity,  and  treated  the  condu6^  of  Ber-  ^Zi^ 
nard,  whicli  had  been  approved  by  the  fecre-     i7^«.     . 
4ary  of  Hate,  as  an  abiife,  or  at  leaft  an  unwar- 
rantable exercife,  of  his  legitimate  authority. 

The  efforts  ufed  to  render  the  governor's  ,<,thFeV, 
fituation  infupportable,  were  npt  confined  to  LiWon 
the  houfe  of  afl'embly.  A  virulent  incendiary  '^^^^^^ 
letter  was  publiihed  in  the  Bofton  Gazette,  up- 
braiding him  in  the  coarfeft  terms  with  his 
conduct  towards  the  colony,  and  particularly 
with  his  fmpofed  letters  to  lord  Shelburne,  by 
which  the  lecretary  of  ftate had  been  influenced 
to  cenfure  the  legiflature.  This  flagrant  and 
atrocious  infult  appeared  to  endanger  the  fate- 
ty  of  government,  and  called  for  ^e  immedi- 
ate intcrpofition  of  the  legiflative  body.  Sir  ^  mu^ 
]Prancis  communicated  the  libel,  and  required 
advice.  The  council  returned  a  loyal  and 
dutiful  addrefs,  reprobating  the  publication  and 
its  author,  and  declaring  their  readinefs  to 
concur  in  any  meafures  which  the  majcfty  of 
the  king,  and  the  dignity  of  his  government, 
the  honour  of  the  council,  and  the  true  intereft 
of  the  province,  iliould  require.  The  affembly 
difplayed  a  contraiy  difpofition:  they  alleged 
that  as  no  particular  peifon,  public  or  private, 
was  named  in  the  publication ;  it  did  not  aftefl; 
the  majefty  of  the  king,  the  dignity  of  the  go- 
I'^mment,  the  honour  of  the  general  court,  or 
the  true  intcrefts  of  the  province;  and  thought 
tliemfelvcs  fully  juftifiea  in  taking  no  furtner  . 
notice  pf  it.' 

The  next  day,  the  governor  in  afpeechof  ^thMarch, 
confidcrable  length,  reprobated  their  copdud  fTofthc 

'    I  The  public  agreed  in  this  opt niorit  for  when  the  libel  wit  after-  aflcaUrfyn 
wrardft  pi«(eQte()  to  the  ^nd  jury,  they  rtfafed  to  find  the  bill.     Tbt 
libelierj  encoui-aged  by  inipunity,  renewed  his  attack  wiib  incrtafed 
l^ciimoDy.      *' 

"   .  ■    -  'w. 
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CHAP,  in  'many  particulars  from  the  beginning  of  the 
J^T^   feflion,  particularly  their   animadveriions    on 
17W.     lord  Shelburne's  letter,  *  and  permitting  their 
proceedings  to  bepublifhed  in  newfpapers:  be 
vindicated  his  own  charafter  and  conduct,  and 
having  exprefled  a  determination  to  perfevere 
in  the  fame  courfe,  prorogued  the  court  till  the 
thirteenth  of  April, 
jnftnic.         Th£  condufi  of  the  aflembly  of  Maflachuf* 
tiontfrom  fet's  Bay,  in  fending  a  circular  letter  to  the 
t^of  ftlte  ^tl^r  provinces,  was  highly  refented  by  the 
to  the  go.  miniftry.     They  juftly  confidered  it  as  cvi* 
'*"^*      dently  tending  to  create  unwarrantable  com* 
binations,  to  excite  an  unjuftifiable  oppofition 
to  the  confiitational  authority  of  parliament^ 
and  to  revive  thofe  unhappy  divifions  and  dif^ 
traAions  which  had  operated  fo  prejudicially 
to  the  true  interefis  of  Great  Britain  and  tlie 
ssdAprn.  colonies.      Lord    Hilliborough,  fecretary  of 
ftate  for  America^  wrote  to  the  governor  ex- 
preffinj^  thefe  fentiments,  and  requiring  that 
the  reiolntions  which  gave  rife  to  the  obnoxi^ 
ous  letter  ihould  be  refcinded.    To  aiFord  the 
affembly  an  opportunity  of  complying  without 
injury  to  their  feelings,  the  fecretary  of  ftate 
confidered  the  meafuVe  as  obtained  by  furprize. 
and  contrary  to  the  real  fenfe  of  the  majority ; 
but  in  conekfion,  Bernard  was  directed,  if  they 
declined  refcindin^  the  refolutions,  to  diflblve 
the  aiTembly,  and  fend  an  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings to  be  laid  before  parliament, 

SiRFitA:sicis  tranfmitted  a  copy  of  this  let- 
ter to  the  afl'embly,  omitting  the  latter  part> 
to  obfiate  the  iftiputatimi  of  ufmg  threats.  The 
membefs^  however,  demanded  a  more  complete 
communieationy  and  the  governor,  in  coinply-i 
ing  with  their  requeft,  informed  them  of  lus 
determination,  if  they  difobevcd  the  king'^ 

coniflaandssi 
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<!mii mauds,  to  fulfil  his  iuilmdions.    Tlie  af*  chap. 
lembly  not  returntng  an  anfwer  to  this  declar*     x'^* 
atioQ,  he  fent  a  mdTage  defiriog  they  would     tr^n. 
<^dme  to  fome  refolution  o^  his  meyefty'a  requi-  *'*  J""®- 
fition,  and  intimated  that  he  fhould  confider 
«  much  longer  delay  as  amounting  to  a  nega- 
tive.   The  aifembly  attempted  to  evade  uiis  %f^ 
demand,  bv  requeuing  an  adjourament  to  con- 
fult  with  tneir  conftituents,  but  the  governor 
not  aceeding  to  the  propofal,  they  »t  length  $o^. 
fent  a  long  mcffage,  in  which  they  defended  J"^«"WJ- 
their  former  refolutions,  and  refufed  to  recede  ^* 
OF  apologize.     A  letter  of  ^reat  length,  and  to 
the  fame  purport,  was  written  to  lord  Hillf-  ' 
borough,  and  to  prove  that  the  former  meafure 
was  not  obtained  by  furprize,  nor  contrary, to 
the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  the  numbers    were 
taken  on  the  divifton,  by  which  the  queftion 
for   refcinding   the  refolutions  was  rejefted,  ,aji,iy. 
ajid  were  found  to  be  ninety-two  to  feventeen.  And  diifo- 
In  purfuance  of  his  inftrudiona,  the  governor  tile  aff<^. 
diflfolved  the  affemblv  *  biy. 

This  ferment  in  the  legiflature  did  not  per-  Temper  of 
mit  a  great  degree  of  tranquillity  in  the  people,  the  people. 
Thofe  who  were  before  difpofed  to  exhibit  a  li- 
centious difpofitLon;,  now  fecure  of  impunity 
and  fupport,  laid  no  reftraint  on  their  eondu^ 
The  a^  for  efiablifliing  a  board  of  cuiloma  vfM 
Hable  to  no  objection  in  argument,  but  as  it 
kiid  the  fmugglniff  trade  under  infurmountable; 
dififteulties,  was  lelt  and  refented  with  great 

^  Theafco^Bt  of  tMe  ptpccodtsgp  It  taken  from  Stedman** 
Hiftory  of  the  American  War»  vol.  f.  p.  54.  to  61 ;  Andrevirs^s  HiC- 
tory  of  the  War,  vol.  i.  80,  et  feq.$  Almon*s  Colle^ion  of  P&^ierst 
V9l. }.  f  T^  trim  fntfynenti  ctf  America  in  a  CQUe(>ion  of  Lefter8,» 
itc.  it^uding  (lapers  relating  to  a  fuppqfed  lihel  on  the  governor  of 
Mafiacbuflec^t  Bay;  Letters  and  memorials  to  lord  HilKborotigh 
^m  fovemor  Bernard  and  general  Gage,  tviro  «Q}k6Hona,  17619  ^ 
Tlta  Amman  Qaxcite,  i76i(  ^  and  th«  {leriodtgU  pMbIicauon$. 

acrimony. 
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CHAP,  acrimony.  The  board  pail*ed  feveraf  wife  and 
J^^  eftedual  reffulations  for  accomplifhing  the  enda 
"^61.  of  their  inftitution,  and  were  therefore  regard- 
ed with' peculiar  malignity;  and  while  the  af- 
fembly  was  yet  fitting,  this  fpirit  was  difpiayed 
in  a  mannCT  which  threatened  to  involve  the 
9di  June,  whole  province  in  rebellion.  A  floop  belong- 
H^^k'^t  "^S  *^  ^^^^"^  Hancock,  qfie  ofthe principal  mer- 
floop.  chants,  arrived  in  BoftoA  harbour  laden  M'ith 
wine,  and  a  tide  waiter  was  put  on  board  to 
prevent  the  cargo  from  being  landed  until 
entered  at  the  cuflom-houfe,  Sand  a  permit 
obtained.  The  mafter  of  the  veflel  having  in 
vain  tampered  with  the  officer,  forcibly  locked 
him  up  in  the  cabin,  landed  the  wine,  and, 
took  in  oil  from  the  fhore.  Information  of 
this  violence  being;  given  at  the  cuftom-houfe, 
the'  coUedor  feized  the  floop,  and  placed  it  un- 
der proteftion  of  the  Romney  fliip  of  war,  then 
in  the  harbour.  ITie  mob  on  fhore  aflailed  the 
coUeftor  and  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms,  beat 
and  pelted  them  mth  ftones;  threatened  the 
commiffioners,  whom  they  obliged  to  feek  re- 
fuge on  board  the  Romney ;  and,  feizing  the 
colleftor's  boat,  carried  it  in  triumph,  and 
burned  it  before  Hancock's  door.  The  com- 
miffioners applied  for  protection  to  the  go- 
vernor, who  referred  them  to  the  legiflature, 
but  that  body  would  give  neither  advice  nor 
afiiftance,  and  the  commiffioners  being  ftill 
alaimed  by  threats,  were  obliged  to.  fecui-^ 
themfelves  in  a  fortrefs  called  Caftle  William, 
fituatc  on  an  illand  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour, 
utiijurtc.  A  town-meeting  was  next  called,  but  th^ 
^^^\  inhabitants  of  Bofton  participating  in  Han- 
cock's intereft,  prefented  a  remonftrance  to  the 
governor  againll  the  feizure  of  the  ftoop,  and 

requefled 
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T^qliefted  him  to  order  the  Romney  to  quit  the  ch  ap, 
harbour.     The  legiflature  beheld  the  proceed-   ^^^ 
ings  with  indifference,  and  took  no  mealures     i76«. 
for  affifting  the  governor,   or  protecting  the 
officers. 

In  confeqiience  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  and  of  Troops or- 
the  reprefentations  made  not  only  by  the  go-  ciei^. 
vernor,  but  the  commiflioners  of  the  cultoms 
to  the  miniftry,  troops  M*ere  ordered  to  Bofton, 
in  aid  of  the  civil  power.     A  rumour  of  thefe 
orders  having   reached  the  inhabitants,  they 
wei-e  filled  with  .confternation  and  alarm:   a 
town-meeting  was  held,   and  a  petition  pre-  "*Scpt. 
fented  to  the  governor,  requefting  him  to  call  t^" 
an  aliembly ;  he  anfwered ;  "  It  ^vas  notln  his  meciing. 
"  power,  as  he  had  diflblved  the  late  alfembly 
"by  the  king's  command,  to  convene  a  new 
"  one  without  inftruftions ;  and  the  affair  was 
"  under  examination."     This  anfwer  increafed 
the  refentment  of  the  people,  and  afforded  am- 
ple fcope  to  the  exertions  of  the  factious :  it 
was  propofed  to  fummon  a  convention  ;  and  to 
give  efficacy  to  this  new  and  bold  refolution, 
they  adjourned  to  the  next  day. 

At  this  meeting  the  moft  inflammatoiy  Ian-  i^th. 
guage  was  held,  and  four  perfons  nominated  ^  co^vcn. 
to  reprefent  Bofton  in  the  intended  convention;  cd  on? 
one  of  whom  was  Hancock,  the  owner  of  the 
floop.     Tlie  feleft  men  of  Bofton  were  direfted 
to  MTite  to  the  feled  men  of  other  towns  in  the 
province,  inviting  them  to  a'convention  on  the 
£5d  of  the  fame  month.   -But  the  moft  flagrant 
meafure  was  a  requifition  to  the  inhabitants  to 
provide themfelves  with  arms,  ammunition,  and 
accoutrements,  in  cafe  of  fudden  danger.     This 
order  was  founded  on  an  obfolete  law  of  the 
province;  the  motive  affigned  was  the  rumour 
of  an  intended  war  with  France.    They  ter- 
minated 
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CHAP,  urinated  the  meeting  in  a  manner  charac*- 

XIV,     teriftic  of  the  fpirit  of  their  anceftors^  by  re- 

^^69^   quiring  the  miniflers  of  the  town  to  fet  aptart 

an  early  day  for  fafUns  and  prayer. 
i*"?d«ice        ly  confcquence  of  wefe  refolutiona,  a  circu- 
habinimJ    lar  letter  was  written  to  all  the  towns  in  the 
of  Hat-      province,  in  language  perfeftly  correfpondent 
*^^*        with  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  thofe  who 
regulated  the  Bofton  meeting.    All  the  towns, 
ninety-iix  in  number,  appointed  committees  to 
attend  the  convention,  except  Hatfield,  to  which 
fpot  it  appeared  all  the  Royalty  and  moderation 
of  the  province  were  confined.     The  inhabi- 
tants unanimoufly  refufed  to  fend  reprefenta- 
tives  to  the  convention,  and  protefted  againft 
it  as  illegal.     In  a  long  and  fenfible  letter  to 
tlie  feied  men,  they  denied  the  fa&s  alleged 
as  motives  for  the  intended  proceeding,  and  de- 
clared their  loyalty  to  the  kjxig}  and  fidelity 
to  their  country ;  but  exprefled,  at  the  fame 
time,  their  firm  refolution  to  maintain  and  de- 
fend their  rights  in  every  prudent  and  reafon* 
able  way,  as  far  as  was  confiftent  with  theix 
duty  to  God  and  the  king, 
aid  Sept,       The  convention  on  tneir  meeting,  fent  a 
?^*^"    petition  to  the  governor,  difclaiming  every  in- 
conven-  *  tcntiou  of  performing  authoritativ  e  or  govern- 
t»n-         mental  a6ls :  they  were  chofen,  they  laid,  by 
the  different  towns  and  diflri&s^  and  met  in 
that  dark  and  diilrefiing  time  to  confult  and 
advife  meafures  for  promoting  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  his  majefty's  {ubjeas  in  that 
province.    They  repeated  their  complaints  of 
grievances,  and  prayed  that  he  would  relieve 
them  by  calling  a  general  aflembly.    Whoi 
the  three  members,  appointed  to  convev  this 
petition,  waited  on  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  he  de- 
clined receiving  any  meifage  from  the  a£Bnn* 

bljr 
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Wy  called  a  committee  of  convention,  as  that  c  H  ap, 
would  be  admitting  its  legality  :  he  would  not     ^^v. 
even  fign  the  paper  on  which  he  wrote  this  re-     1768.  ^ 
fufal ;  but  it  was  authenticated  by  thofe  who 
received  it  from  his  hand.    The  next  day  a  13d  Sept.  ^ 
letter  from  the  governor  was  read  in  the  con- 
vention, in  which,  proceeding  on  a  fuppofi- 
tion  that  they  might  have  aflembled  by  the 
advice  of  fomc  perfon  ignorant  of  the  cri- 
minality of  his  ad,  he  admoniihed  them  to  fe- 
par^te  without  tranfadin^  bufinds,  that  they 
might  not  incur  the  pensuties  due  to  their  dif- 
oberlience.    The  convention  fent.  another  mef-  94th. 
fage  by  five  gentlemen,  which  the  governor,  hav-  ^ 
ing  fufficiently  explained  himfel^  and  pointed" 
out  their  danger,    refufed  to  receive.     The 
members  of  the  convention,  difconcerted  by 
this  firmnefs,  merely  appointed  a  committee 
of  nine  perfons  to  confider  and  report  the  mod 
<:fre6lual  method,  confident  with  the  exprefs 
defign  of  their  convening,  to  proi^ote  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  his  majcfiy's  fubjeds.    The 
committee  having  made  their  repor^  the  con- 
yentioD  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  king,  and  a 
letter,  inclofing  it,  to  their  agent  in  London, 
and  then  difiblved.  *9!^ 

The  troops  arrived  in  Bofion  on  the  day  ^^J'JJ^f 
which  concluded  the  fittings  of  the  convention ;  ^^* 
fome  difii&ulties  jefpedmg  ,their  lodging  were 
obviated  by  hiring  houfes,  to. which  the  denor 
mination.cH  barracks  was  afidgncid,  to  prevent 
the  pilabliihment,  of  a  .precedent  for  liod^ing 
folfliers  in  private  habitations.  Tbepri^lence 
of  the  military  for  a  time  retlrained  the  inhabi- 
ijants  within  the  bounds  of  order;  the  com* 
mllTiQpen.  of  the  cufioros  refumed  their  fuac-- 
tions,  and  bufineis  followed  its  accuilomed 
pourfe.  ••  ^     -    -        * 

VOL.  I.  A  A  New 
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CHAP*       New  Youk,  cfFeflually  intimidated  by  th« 

,^^  fufpenfion  of  their  legiflature,  fubmitted  to  the 

'7^«:     terms  impofed  by  the  mutiny  aft,  and  the  rf- 

Trtnjm .  f^jj^jjiy  ^.^  3gj^jjj  allowed  to  fit.     Tranquillity^ 

VafY<M%.  was  reftured,  and  confidence  wpuld,  probably, 

have  foUoM'edi  but  for  the  afibciations  fonned 

throughout. the  continent  in  confequence  of 

the  circular  letter  written  by  the  aflembly  of 

Mairachuffet's  Bay.     Thefe  affociations  kep| 

alive  the  flame  of  difcord,  and  prepared  for  fur* 

ther  exertions  detriment!  to  the  welfare  of 

Great  Britain,"  '    , 

AflWrtof       In  1767,  a  material  alteration  was  effefted 
Ireland,      jj^  ^jj^  conftitution  of  Ireland,  by  the  oftennia^ 

ift. 
19th and        During  the  vice-royalty  of  the  earl  of 
asrtiDec.    NorthuTTlberfand,*  the  lorH  primate  and  lord 
'^  ^        Shannon  died.'    Before  this  eyent,  I6rd  Shan- 
non's heir  and  fucceffor  had  married  the  daugh? 
ter  of  Mr.  Ponfonby,  fpe^ker  of  the  houfc  of 
commons.     Fortified  by  this  connexion,  they 
imagined  themfelves  lufficiently  po^verful  to 
furmontit  every  other  party,  and  to  awe  the 
government. '  Their  efforts  during'  the  admini-: 
nration  of  lord  Halifax  were  produftiye  of  Ut- 
tle  effeft,  as /the  firmnefs  and  addrefs  of  the 
.  ,.  .       lord  lieutenant  w^eref  fuperio^:  to  all  machina**^ 
tions.        •     ♦ 

I N  1 764,  new  attempts  ^erc  made  to 
give  to  the  houfe  of  cominons  the  right  of 
Originating  money  brWs^  'Mr.  Pery  made  a 
motiori  fox'  e'xpungjng  from  the  journals  the 
TiQte  to  the  torct  deputy,  dated  the  twenty-nihth 
of  Nof<-eTnber|i6u,  by  whiclfthefuli  operation 

•  Stedman'a'  Hiftory  of  the  American  War,  toI.  i.  p.  <}  |q 
6t%  AncilrewtH  USftorjrof  the  American  Wa/|  p.  f  i  to  ^tt  '  ^ 
**   ■  Seechivp..^iu  .       .   *  '  .    ' 

r  In  Petember  1763. 
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ef  Poyniii£f*s  law  was  recognized ;  and  fucceed-  CH  A  p. 
eA  in  obtaining  a  vote  to  that  eft'ed.     The  ^"^^ 
(peaker,  -who  had  permitted  this  rcfolution  to 
paft,  being  convinced,  after  a  contcrence  at 
the  caftle,  of  its  impropriety,  procured  by  his, 
exertions  the  annalling  of  the  ^hole  proceed- 
ings and  the  entiy  was  declared  an  error  of  the  ' 
,   cterk. 

DiTRTNG  the  adminiftration  of  lord  VI ey^  it^s-u* 
mouth  and  the  earl  of  Hertford,'  no  material 
tranfadion  took  place  :  the  patriots  h^d  fo 
often  repeated  their  complaints  on  the  enor- 
mity of  the  penfion  lift,  that  they  no  longer 
excited  curiofity,  or  obtained  attention.  Refo- 
hitions  were  entered  on  the  journals  ftating 
fafts  rfefpe6ling  penfions ;  but  no  nieafures  were 
adopted  to  Ih^w  that  they  made  any  ftrong  im- 
preffion  even  on  the  movers. 

TH£ii|creafing  powers  of  the  men  of  inftu-  l^rdUeo- 
<ence/  at  length  induced  government  to  alter  owt^  to 
the  fyftem  with  refpeft  to  Ireland.     It  was  ^  re-  wfide. 
folved  no  longer  to  abandon  that  kingdom  to 
the  government  of  the  lords  juftices,  but  to 
make  refidence  the  duty  of  the  lord  lieute- 
pant.     This  determination  gave  great  fatisr 
fa6Hon  to  the  people,  and  proportionate  alarm 
to  thofe  whofe  unpopular  authority  it  was  in- 
tended to  abridge. 

One  of  the  principal  meafures  from  which  Mbrttta 
the  people  expe6^ed  their  emancipation  from  ^^^^ 
the  authority  of  the  men  of  influence,  was  an  tionofpar^ 
alteration  in  the  parliamentary  confiitution.  ^"^** 
The  parliament  of  Ireland  was,  at  this  time,  dif-  * 

folved  only  by  the  death  of  the  king,  or  by  the 
exercife  of  his   prerogative.      A  change  by 

H  The^ri  of  Briftol  was  appointtcl  lord  Iteutenant  in  17^6,  but 
did  not  90  to  Ireland. 

'  More  commonly  called  narliaroentary  undertaken.  See  Dr. 
John  Watkinfofi*f  PhtloTophical  6ur?ey  of  tbe  Sottih  of  Ireland,  p.  57. 

Aft  V  hich 
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which  the  conftitution  ihould  be  made  more 
nearly  to  refemble  that  of  Great  Britaiu,  had 
occauoned  many  public  meetingSy  and  firenu* 
ous  recommendations  to  parliament.  The  men 
of  influence  though  fully  fenfibleofthe  dimi* 
nution  of  their  importance  which  muft  refult, 
durfl  not  venture  an  open  oppofition,  but  re- 
lied on  the  effe&s  of  intrigue  and  management 
to  prevent,  while  they  appeared  to  favour,  the 
fuccefs  of  the  meafnre. 

DuRivG  the  prefent  reign,  continual  efforts 
were  made  to  obtain  a  feptennial  law :  in  the 
year  1761,  the  houfe  of  commons  agreed  to 
the  heads  of  a  bill  for  limiting  the  duration  of 
parliaments,  which  was  tranlmitted  to  £ng- 
Unc)»  but  not  approved.  Even^  at  that  time 
the  jealoufy  of  the  public  was  excited^  and  the. 
people  were  led  to  believe,  that  their  reprefenr 
tatives  fent  the  bill  to  England  in  the  hope  of 
its  bein^  altered,  which  would  afford  a  pretence 
for  rejeding  it,  without  offending  their  coufli- 
tuents.     To  acquit  themfelves  of  this  impnta- 

ayth  April,  tion,  the  Irifh  houfe  of  commoEns  entered  a  te- 

»7^»-  Iblution  on  their  journals,  CKpr^&iy  declaiing 
the  report  to  be  void  of  foundation, 

Nor.  1765.  In  November  1765,  theiheriffand  commons 
of  Dublin  drew  up  a  petition  for  a  change  in 
tlie  fyftem  of  reprefentation ;  the  lord  mayor 
and  aldermen  refiifing  to  concur  in  the  mea-> 
fure,  the  fheriff  and  commons  paffed  a  refolu* 
tion  expreffmg  difapprobation,  and  voted  in- 
ftru6lions  to  their  reprefentatives  to  ufe  their 
utmoil  endeavQur«  for  limiting  the  duration  of 
.    parliaments. 

pcb.1766.  In  Februarv  1766  a  bill  for  that  pnrpofe 
again  paiTed  the  Iriih  parliament,  but  was  re- 
ceded bv  the  Britifli  cabinet    The  news  of  this 

evept 
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erent  exafpeiated  the  people  of  Dublin,  and  chap. 
the  fherifft,  and  upwards  of  fix  hundred  mer*  ^^^i 
chants  and  traders,    prefented  an  addrefs  to  . 

their  reprefentatives,  in  which,  after  complain-      ^**  v' 
ing,  in  acrimonious  tertns,  of  the  reje6lion  of  the         h' 
bin,  they  directed  their  members  never  to  afleitt 
to  any  money  bill  of  a  longer  duration  than 
fix  months,  till  a  law  fliould  pafs  for  a  fepten- 
nial  limitation  of  parliament. 

When  lord  Chatham's  adminiftration  was  July  176^. 
formed,  lord  Camden  declared  himfelf  the  ad- 
vocate of  a  changts  in  the  reprefentation  of  ^' 
Ireland,  but  inftead  of  a  feptennial,  an  often- 
nial  bill  was  recommended.  Charles  Townf- 
hend,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  entered 
Into  the  fame  views,  and  therefore  obtained  the 
lord  lieutenancy  of  Ireland  for  his  brother  the 
marquis  of  Townfliend. 

Lord  Townshend  accepted  the  appoint-  nthoa; 
ment,  fully  approving  the  new  fyftem,   arid  *767- 
determined  to  maintain  the   royal  authority 
agairiil  all  oppofition.     He  was  received  with 
great  dembnftrations  of  joy  and  refpeft  by  the 
ttiagiftracy  of  Dublin,  and  in  three  days  after 
his  arrival,  the  lord  mayor,  ilieriffs  and  c()m-  «4thf 
mons,  came  to  a  refolution  that  to  obtain  a 
law  for  limiting  the  duration  of  parliament^ 
under  proper  qualifications,  would  be  of  the 
highefi;  advantage  to  the  kingdom  in  e^neral, 
and  to  the  city  of  Dublin  m  particuur,  and 
that  it  would  "be  advifeable  for  the  city  to 
adopt  all  conflitutional  meafures  for  procuHng 
fucn  a  law. 

,A  BILL  to  that  effeSfpeedily  paired  thclrifli 
parliament;  and  beine  fent  to  England,  ob- 
tained the  fandion  of  the  crown.  It  was  re- 
ceived by  the  people  of  Ireland,  particularly 

A  A  s  the 
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CHAPr  the  lower  clafs  of  voters,  with  unbounded  joy, 
xiv^    aiid  tlie   lord   Iteuten^it  was  highly  popular 
from  the  (Ijare  he  had  takc^  in  facilitating  (o 
deiirable  a  naeafure.* 

,  •  Many  of  tfae  above  ftitementt  are  derived  firom  ibeperiodiaA 

pybii.GQiions  i  tlic  reft  t'lom  private int^oiatioii. 
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^CTHAPTER  the  FIFTEENTH: 
1768-^1769. 

^ttroJpeB  of  the  ti^anjactions  of  the  reign.-^ 
ConduQ  and  dijpojitionof  the  king. — Hispa^    . 
tronagc  of  the  fne  arts. — ParliamentcAry 
tenfure  on  the  fnagijirates  of  Oxford. — 
Wilkes's  return  to  England. — He  is  eleSted 
member  for  Middlefex. — Meeting  of  parlia- 
ment. — Proceedings  againfi  JVilJces.  -—  He  is 
vommitted  to  ths  King*s  JSench  prUbh-^ref 
cued  by  the  mob  —furrenders,  —  Vaity  riots. 
— The  foldiersfireon  the  people.— ^Increajink 
violence  of  the  populace. — Sentence  of  tkt 
court  of  King's  Bench  on  IVilkes.—ProJecu- 
tion  ofMr.Oillamj  the  magi ff rate  bywho/b 
authority  the  military  acted. — Rejtgnattoh 
tf  lord  Chatham. — Serjeant  Glynn  electedfor 
Middlefex.  —  Meeting    of  purliament.  -^ 
fVHkers  petition.  —  f^arious  motions.  --•  jfe 
is  brought  before  tie  houje  of  commons. — His 
complaints  declared  frtvotous.^'^  His  letter 
to  lord  IVeymouthy^^who  complains  \(f  -  A 
breach  of  privilege^ — Wilkes  expelled-^  His 
character.'-^ His  cauji  efpoufed  by  th^  free- 
holders of  Middlefex. — He  is  ri-elected^^ 
declared  incapable  offtting.'-^StrenuouJly 
fupported  by  the  freeholders.  —  Meeting  of 
merchants  on  the  oppofte  Jide.  ^^They  are  in* 
fulted.-^Their  frogrefs  to  St.  James^s,-^ 
Wilkes  again  elected.  ^Tke  election  declared 
mid.  —  Colonel    Luttrelt  oppofes    him.  -^ 
Wilkes  returned. — The   return  altered.*^ 
Petitions  of  the  freeholders. — Proceedings 
in  parliament  relative  to  America.  —  JD^* 
bates  on  the  conduct  of  the  legiflature  (f 
A  A  4  Majpachuffet^ 
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Mqjfachuffefs  Bay.  —  Debate  on  reviving^ 
an  objbletejiatute  of  Henry  FIIL-^  Debate 
on  the  right  of  taxing. — Hefpecting  Corjica. 
^^  Nullum  Tempus  act. — Arrears  of  the 
civil  lift  di/charged. — Agreement  with  the 
.    Eaji  India  company.  — >  Prorogation. 

c  HAP.  .  A  T  the  diflblutioo  of  the  firft  parliament  called 
\^^^    -"•  by  Georffe  111,  tlic  afpcd  of  affairs  prefent- 
^^^  ;ed  no  confoTitary  views  to  his  mind,    ,  The 
tnniac.     )^ing,  frooi  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  had  mani- 
tiontof  the  fclUy  fought  the  advantage  and  honour  of  hi» 
'^^■'        people ;  yet  fuch  wereihe  ej^eds  of  a  cqnfiant 
and  acrimonious  oppo(itiou»  that  not  only  the 
prudence  of  his  meafures,  but  the  pdrity  of  hi» 
jnten^ions^  u^as  doubted.    At  his  acceflion  he 
found  a  large  poftion  of  hia  fubjeds,  confpi- 
cuous  botli  for  pronerty  and  talent^  exclud- 
ed from  all  ihare  la  we  government,  and  by  an 
afFeded  fligma  rendered  incapable  of  enjoying 
confidence,  or  rendeiring  fervice  to  the  ctowd. 
.He  relieved  them  from  this  profcription,  and 
fouKht,  by  abolilhing  party  and  national  dif- 
tinSions,  to  reign,  indeed,  king  and  protedop 
jof  all  his  people.    This  meafure,  fo  wife  and 
jud  in  itfelf,  was  productive  of  endiefs  feuds^ 
and  jealoufies^    Every  introdu6lion  of  a  new 
feryant  or  family,    occaiio«ed   dilfatisfa^tioft 
and  difguft  ;  the  difappohited  formed  new  par-  ' 
ties,  avowed  new  principles,   and  fought  by 
every  device  to  dillrds  and  impede  theoperations 
.of  goyemment    Thus  fo  many  fncceffive  mi- 
^nidi'ies,  who  aflumed  the  diredtion  of  public 
liffairs,  were  all  feeble  and  inefficient,  while- 
no  ilngle  oppofition  was  in  itfelf  flrong  or  re- 
-ipedable.    £very  leader  of  a  party  commanded 
his  fhare  of  influence,  which,  Joined  to  the  in- 
fluence refulting  from  miniftenal  iituation^  waa. 

liifficient 
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fufficient  to  procure  a  majority.  But  the  par-  CH  AP» 
liament  ititli]  delivered  to  fo  many  oppofite  ,J^^ 
leaders,  making  laws  in  one  feffion,  repealing 
them  in  the  next;  affirming  a  principle  at  one 
period,  and  retracing  it  at  another ;  loft  much 
of  the  refpedfcand  confidence  which  oufi^ht  to 
flow  from  the  people  to  their  reprefentatives. 

l^H  ^king's  benevolence  was  confpicuous  io 
^very  a6t  which  he  performed  or  tan6tioned. 
He  found  the  country  at  war,  it  was  the  firft 
wifli  of  his  heart  to  reftore  the  bleffinn  of 
peace.  In  purfuit  of  this  obje6);,  he  made  n<> 
facrifice  of  the  national  honour,  but  raifed  the  v 
glories  of  the  country  by  a  c^mpai^n  of 
xnatchlels  vigour  and  fuccefii.  From  this  cir- 
cumltence  refulted  much  of  the  obloquv  thrown 
on  the  peace:  the  profperous  progrefe  of  the 
Britiih  arms  infpired  exaggerated  hopes,  and 
^many  who  aifeded  to  deplore  the  mtferies  of 
war,  decried  the  peace  becaiife  it  was  not 
founded  on  principles  which  would  have  fur- 
niihed  an  unanfwerable  motive  for  future  ag- 
greflion. 

Agaikst.  the  private  life  ^f  the  king,  ca*  ?«▼»•» 
luniny  itfelf  could  not  difcover  an  objmion.  ^Sf** 
Vice  of  every  kind  was  not  only  unprafbifed,  king, 
but  difcountenanced  at  court ;  and  it  Was  not 
poffibletalurvey  without  an  accumulated  ienfe 
of  refped  and  admiration,  the  firft  perfonage  ia 
the  realm,  the  moft  confpicuous  in  the  per* 
formance  of  evety  focial  law,  and  the  moft 
happy  in  the  interefting  centre  of  a  domeftic 
circle/ 

•  It  mdf  be  proper  here  to  aieiition  the  ftate  of  the  roval  hmSif 
at  this  period.  Befidet  the  prince  of  Wales,  whoie  birth  it  already 
Mentioned^  the  kin£  wat  parent  of  Frederick  biihop  of  Ofnaburght 
fince  duke  of  YorK«  bom  i6th  Augu(i  1763  ^  William  HennF^ 
]»o#  duke  of  Clarence,  bom  Auguft  2»d,  1765  i  Charlotte  Augofti 
Matilda,  now  dutehefs  of  Wirtemberg,  born  S9th  September  1766  $ 
prince  Edwardy  now  duke  of  Kent,  bom  ad  November  1767  |  an4 
ihe  priacc(s  Augufta  Sophia,  born  8tb  Novembv  1 768, 

The 
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«ilAP.      The  king  was  a  patron,    and    liberal  TCtt*- 
^^  touragcr  of  the  polite  arte,  and  anxious  to  e^ve 
Hit  pa.     them  a  permanent  eftahlifhment  in  Great  Bri* 
^l^f  tain-     At  an  early  period  of  the  feign,  lord 
Bute  aflerted)  from  his  own  knowledge,  that' 
fc^vard8  would  never  be  wanting,  provid^  pro- 
per   fubje6^»  occurred,  worthy  of  the  royal 
proteftion'* ;  and  the  inftitution  of  th^  royal 
academy  dr^layed  at  once  the  king's  judg* 
ment,  fpirit,  and  pattiotifm.^ 
p^nfioert       Notwithstanding,  howtver,  his  blame^ 

*"uCTcc*of  ^'^^^  ^*^'^'  ^^^^  conftant  exertions  to  deferve  the 
oppofitioii.  aflfeftiOn  of  his   fubjefts,  the  king  was  not 
happy.     The  uncealing  eflforts  of  oppofition  ia 
^v^ery  part  of  his  dominions,  and  the  fucceft 
which  attended  thofe  infidious  and  baleAil  en*" 
deavours,  deprived  him  of  a  great  portion  of 
trtinquillity.    His  firmnefs^  fortunately  prevent* 
6d  him  from  relinquiHiing  a  mode  of  conduft. 
which  his  judgment  led  him  to  adopt;  but  al- 
though he  was  enabled  to  break  the  ^rm  efia«- 
tliihed  phalanx,  which,   while    it  fupporied, 
obfcured  the  throne,  the  ftruggle  was  attendoi 
with  many  painful  circumftances. 
Seati^and      EvEN  in  his  owu  family  thofe  feelings  which 
feparatJoDt  proved  th^fturce  of  his  emovments,  gave  alfo 

in  the  royal  r        .  .     i  •         i  r-       rr«i_*'     i      .  i      S?  t  •    » 

ftmiiy.       a  poignancy  to  ins  gnet.     i  heoeath  ot  his  bro^ 

17th  Sept.  therliiedukeof  York,  a  brave  and  meritorious 

nthi^y   youth,  and  of  his  fifter  the  princefs  Louifa 

>7*«-        Anne,  occafioncd  great  affliftion ;  and  although 

the  marriage  of  the  princefs  Carolina  Msttilda 

to  tlie  king  of  Denmark,  while  it  ilrengthened 

the  pvoteltant  intereft,  promifed  to  increafe  the 

king's    happincfs,   yet  the   fplendid  feftivals 

'    ^  Letter  from  lord  Bute  to  lord  Melcombe,  zStb  Maf  1761.    In 
tliis  letter  was  inclofed  a  fum  of  tool,  for  a  worthy  literary  charaSer 
I  In  dirtrefs. 

*  .    •  Sec  Appendix, 

wl^icli 
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isrhi^h  pervaded  the  capital,  could  not  affaage  ch^r, 
the  pain  of  feparatiou  from  fuch  a  beiovcd  rda-  ^JP^-^ 
tive. 

As  it  was  certain  that  parliament  would  be  cfibrtt 
diffolved  at  the  end  of  the  feffiou,  great  efforts  prwautte. 
were  made  to  obtain:  an  influence  in  tlie  ap-  ^1^^ 
proachhtg  general  eleAion,     No  art  of  corrup- 
tion was  JeftTin tried :  advertifementa  appealed 
in  the  public  prints,  offering  premiums  tor  feats 
in  the  legiflature ;  and  the  magiftrates  of  the 
city  of  Oxford  even  demanded  from  their  re- 
preifentatrves,  Sir  Thomas  Stapletoh  and  the 
honourable  Mf-.  Lee,  a  fum  of  money  as  the 
price  of  their  re-ele^Kon.    Tliis  demand  being  ^ 
made  during  the  feflion,  the  members  very  pro- 
perl3'  preferred  their  complaint  to  the  boufe* 
The  ma^fli-ates  were  taken  into  cuftody ;  but  as, 
by  their  petition,  it  appeared  they  were  not 
actuated  by  felfilli  motives,  theij  only  view  be- 
ing to  obtain  money  for  the  reimburfement  of 
fome  expences  fuftained  by  the  corpoFationi  ^ttiFti^ 
they  received  only  a  reprimand  ftom  the  fpeaker  i7*«- 
ontheir  knees,  and  were  difcharged/ 

All  England  was  agitated  by  the  tumults  wniwtw. 
incident  to  a  general  election,  but  particularly  e^,^^ 
London  and  Middlefex,  on  account  of  the  re- 
appearance of  John  Wilkes:  he  quitted  Eng- 
land under  circumftanccs  fo  difgraceful,  that 
his  offer  to  reprefent  the  mi^ti  opolis,  or  the 
county  which  includes  the  metropolis,  was  an 
incalculable  effort  of  impurlence,  while  the 
fupport  he  received  feems  to  have  flowed  from 
nn  unprecedented  fource  of  popular  delufion. 

When  Wilkes  found  it  neceffary  to  leave  Retvarpeft 
his  native  country,  he  repaired  to  l ranee;  on  ^^«  — 

'  Bcbrctt's  Debates^  vol.  iv,  p.  5ii, 

his 
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CRAP,  his  arrival,  he  aflerted  that  he  was  depicted 
yj^\j  ambailador  to  Conftantinoplc,  but  he  foon  re- 
'  t7<8.     linquifhed  that  pretence,  and  profefled  an  in^ 
cUnation  to  reconcile  himfelf  with  the  mini- 
flry,  and  return  to  England/.    Hie  appoint* 
xnent  of  the  Rockingham  adminiflration  flat- 
tering him  with  hopes  of  fuccels,  he  rej^aired 
to  London  inMayi766,andopeneda  negotiation 
with  the  friends  of  the  marquis ;  but  as  he 
could  not  obtain  protedion  from  them,  nqr 
place  his  outlawry  in  a  train  of  reverfal  till 
iCovember,  he  again  went  to  France.    In  the 
courfe  of  that  fummer  lord  Chatham's  admini* 
firation  was  formed,  and  Wilkes,  conceiving 
new  hopes,  folicited  in  eameft  and  abjed  terms, 
the  Duke  of  Grafton's  interference  with  the 
king/    This  application  being  rejeded,  Wilkes, 
negleSed  and  forgotten,  remained  in  exile  till 
the  approaching  diflblution  of  parliament  drew 
him  to  England. 
fk  it  «n*      I N  his  retirement,  Wilkes  reflefled  with  anger 
jjJJl^^   on  his  repeated  mortifications,  and  his  fpirit 
Avas    inflamed    to  that  degree^ of   virulence 
which  made  him  brave  every  danger,  and  defy 
every  appearance   of  decency,    m  declaring 
himfelf  a  candidate  to  reprefent  the  city  of 
lothMar.  London.  Inhisaddrelsto  the  livery,  he  claimed 
credit  for  his  attachment  to  liberty,  and  pre-^ 
fented  his   contefis  with  government  on  the 
two  queftions  refpe^ing  general  warranty  and 
the  feizure  of  papers,  as  titles  to  protedion  and 
encouragement.    As  the  outlawry  was  ftill  ia 
full  force,  to  prevent  his  being  apprehended 
%ttL        he  wrote  to  the  fo^licitor  and  deputy  lolicitor  of 

•  Lord  Orford^t  Works,  voK  r.  p.  iii. 

'  See  th<e  kttqr  dtted  ift  November  1766,  A.R.  vol.  ix.  p.  it%p 
and  a  fubfequent  letter  lo  the  Duke  of  GrafKui,  dated  ixth  Dtceai- 
b^  1766,  publifhed  by  Almon. 

the 
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the  treafurv,  pledging  his  honour  as  a  i^entle-  chap. 
man  that  he  would  perfonally  appear  in  the  yj^^ 
court  of  King's  Bencn  on  the  firft  day  of  tJie      x7«i. 
eirfuing  term." 

Wilkes  was  not  chofen  for  London,  hut  Butr^^a- 
the  populace  fympathizing  in  his  difappoint*  **** 
ment,  and  anxious  to  fjiew  their  zeal  in  'his 
caufe,  took  the  horfes  from  his  carriage,  and 
drew  it  throuo-h  the, city.      He  immediately  sSthMar. 
•prefented  himlelf  as  a  candidate  for  the  county  fo/^JJ^ 
of  Middlefex,  and  was  returned  by  a  lar^e  ma-  diciou 
jority.*     His  friends,  the  populace,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  teftificd  not  only  their  joy,  but  their 
?efentment,   by  breaking  the  windows  of  lord 
Bute's  houfe,  and  of  the  manfion  houfe ;  the 
air  refounded  with  the  cry  of  *  Wilkes  and  Li- 
berty,' and  thofe  who  refufcd  to  join  in  it  were 
|)cat  and  infulted. 

The  new  parlianaent  met  according  to  th«  i©thMay. 
return  of  the  writs  of  fummons,  and  Sir  John  ^^^^ 
Qnik  was  again  chofen  fpeaker.  The  only 
Ijuiinefs  tranfa6ted  was  a  continuation  of  the 
-ftatutes  refpe6ling  grain ;  and  a  motion  that  the 
proper  crown  officer  might  report  to  the  houfe 
why  the  laws  were  not  immediately  put  in 
force  againft  John  Wilkes,  an  outlaw,  when  he 
returned  tQ  EngUad  in  February. 

Wilkes  was  at  this  period  already  in  ftocM^ 
cuftody.    He  appeared  in  the  court  of  King's  J^S^g. 
Bench  according  to  his  promife,  and  in  a  long  wlik^ 
ipeech  complained  of  all  the  tranfafilions  in  his  **i^AP"tt. 
cafe,  but  left  thp  difcuffion  of  points  of  law  to 

t  It  was  alfo  laid  that  he  addreiVed  a  (enfible  and  bumble  petition 
to  the  king,  imploring  pardon  j  but  thf  *  faft  it  not  fu^iently  au* 
tbentieated.    See  Oentleman^tMagaaine,  176$,  p.  i^, 

^  The  numbers  were*  Wilkes  11919  Coc4te  817^  Sir  Willtafn  B. 
Proaor*    So7.    HiAoiy  of  the  Borooghs,  9vo.  )  voU.  vol,  ii. 

hi^ 
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CHAP,  his  council.    The  attorney  general  moved  for 
3^^    his  commitment;  caufewas  fhewn  again  ft  it, 
^61.     and  a  writ  of  error  prayed.    The  judges  cen-. 
fured  both  motions,  as  Mr.  Wilkes  was   not 
properly  before  the  court,  and  refufed  to  com-r 
:peifCMi.  mit,  or  admit  him  to  bail.    A  writ  of  capias 
»»"•**•      utlagatum  was  at  length  iffued,  and  as  no  pre- 
cedent could  be  found  of  a  perfon  in  his  cir- 
curofiances  being  delivered  to  bail,  he  was  or-« 
«7th.         dered  into  cuftody.  The  populate,  however,  re- 
b^tiwe*^     verfed  the  decree  of  the  court;  they  ftopped 
mb.         the  coach  in  which  he  was  proceeding,   took 
off  the  horfes,  and  dragged  him  through  the 
city  to  a  public  boufe  in  Spital-fields,  where 
they  kept  him  till  eleven  at  night,  when  he 
Sumnderi  made  hisefcape,  and  furrenderedhimfelif  totbe 
kimfeif.'     marflial  of  the  King's  Bench.    The  next  day 
Kiots.        a  mob  affembled  near  the  prifon,  pulled  up  the 
rails  which  inclofed  the  foot-way,  and  made  g 
bonfire.     At  night  they  compelled  the  inhabi'^ 
tants   of  the  borough  to  illuminate;    but  at 
midnight  were  difperfed  by  a  detachment  from 
the  guards. 
Daiw  re-        From  this  period  a  tumultuous  mepting  was 
pcatcd.       daily  held  at  tne  King's  Bench  prifon,  and  many 
outrages  committed  in  various  parts  of  thetowri, 
Thefe  proceedings  alarmed  government,  and 
they  were  properly  on  thejr  guard  againft  the 
prevalence  of  the  riotous^  difpofition  fo  forciblv 
difplayed. 
i^ii  Nfey.      Oir  the  day  of  the  opening  of  parliament^ 
tum^t'*^  an  immenfejfinltitude  aflembled  in  St  Geoi^e's 
near  the      Fields,  cxpcfting  that,  by  virtue  of  his  privilege, 
BJn?h*pri-  **^^'^  favourite  would  be  liberated,  and  take 
!bn.  his  feat  in  the  houfe.  They  defiianded  him  at  the 

prifon  with  loud  outcries,  and  foon  grew  ex» 
tremely  tumultuous.  The jufticfs>  attempting 
to  read  the  riot  a^,  were  aflailed  with  lioncs 

and 
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atid  bricks;  great  pains  were  taken  to  induce  chafj 
the  people  to  difpene,  but  in  vain;  the  drums  sj^^ 
beat  to  armS)  and  the  military  alfembled  in     17*1.  ^ 
great  numbers,  but  the  rabble  perfevered  in 
their  riotous  behaviour,   and  even  al&uited 
them,     Some  foldiers  purfued  a  man  who  had  A  yooOi 
been  forward  in  maltreating  them  to  fomc  dif*  ^*^^^ 
tance,  and  (hot  him  dead  in  an  out*-houie  be« 
longing  to  his  father.    The  yoiuth  s  name  \v;a8 
Alien,  and  it  was  alleged  that  he  was  a  m«ce 
fpe£Utor  of  the  tranfa6iions  of  the  day,  and  had, 
by  miftake,  been  fingled  out  instead  of  fame 
other  perfon.     Meanwhile  the  riot  incceailng,  TbefoU 
and  every  effort  to  reftore  tranquillity  proving  ^^^^ 
ineffb6tual,  the  foldiers  received  the  word  of  J" .    ^^ 
command^  and  fired :  five  or  fix  perfons  ^vere 
l^illed,  and  fifteen  wounded. 

The  mob  was  difperfed ;  but  inexpreffible  Rage 
fage  prevailed  againft  the  foUliery.    Tiie  rcgi*  J^^^*^ 
inent  Happened,  unfortunately,  to  be  principally  " 
compofed  of  Scotchmen^    which  gave  addi- 
tional violence  to  the  popular  refentment*   The  uthMay. 
coroner's  inqueft  brougnt  in  a  verdi6l  of  wil* 
/nl  murder  againft  the  foldier  who  fhot  Allen, 
and  implicate  another  private,  and  Alexander 
Murray^  eDquire,  the  commanding  officer,  as  ac* 
cef&ries.    The  principal,  Donald  Maclane,  was 
conveyed  to  prifon,   and  the  populace  were 
with  difficulty  reftrained  from  tearing  him  to 
pieces.    The  king,  with  great  propriety,  pro- 
te&ied  and  ian£tioned  the  proceedings  which 
gave  a.timely  check  te  this  daring  fpirit  of  li« 
centkmfiiefs,  and  returned  thanks  to  the  com* 
inanding  pfieer  for  his  prudence  and  refolu« 
tion» . 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  frenzy  of  in-  increafing 
dignation  which  prevailed  in  tlie  pubhc  mind ;  JJ'*'*"^^^ 
ijots  of  the  mofi;  dangerous  nature  were  dailv    ^^^  * 

excited. 
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CHAF.  Cxctted.     Harley,  the  lord  mayor,  being  nl^ 
^^J^^  ready  obnoxious  to  Wilkes's  party,   for  his 
*;•«.     coiidud  while  Iheriff  in  burning  the  North  Bri- 
ton, the  noanfion  houfe  was  frequently  aflailed 
by  naobS)  and  at  length  it  was  found  requifite 
that  a  guard  ihould  be  conilantly  ftationed 
there.'    A  moft  audacious  and  treafonable  pa- 
per was  (hick  on  the  walls  of  St.  James's  pa- 
lace, and  another  of  fimilar  purport  found  on 
the  back  ftairt.    All  was  terror,  confufioD,  and 
alarm,  and  under  the  maik  of  patriotifm,  trea- 
fon  was  aftiveiy  employed ;  combinations  were 
formed  by  workmen,  coalheavers^  watermen, 
and  labourers  in  the  metropolis,  and  in  different 
parts  of  the  country ;  the  civil  arm  feemed  too 
weak  to  refirain  the  general  fpirit  of  licentiouf- 
nefs,  which,  a^atepby  a  deiigning  leader,  or 
^  ftimulated  by  a  real  caufe  of  comphiint,  would 
have  produced  a  total  diflblution  of  focial 
order. 
ith  Jane       Wilkes's  cafe  was  argued  in  the  court  of 
^P*3^^     King^s  Bench,  and  the  outlawnr  againil  him 
court  of     reverfed :  but  the  verdift  was  amrmed,  and  on 
j^ch^n    *  fubfequent  day  he  was   fentenced   to  be 
Wjikei.     imprifoned  for  two  years,  computed  from  the 
ti^e  of  his  arreft,  to  pay  two  fines  of  five  hun* 
dred  pounds,  and  find  two  fecurities  in  five 
hundred  pounds  each  for  his  good  behaviour 
for  feven  years.  ^ 

Profccti.  The  fpirit  of  revenge  againil  all  who  appear* 
GiUam!^'  ed  to  fupport  ^vemment  in  the  late  proceed- 
rthjuiy.  ings,  was  carried  to  the  greateft  excels.  GU^ 
lam,  the  magiftrate  who  authoriied  the  guards 
to  fire,  and  difperfe  the  mob,  was  indi^d  for 
ixtb.        murder.    Oh  his  trial,  the  attorney  and  folicitor 

1  Three  perfont  were  tried  «t  the  Old  Batley  in  Joly,  for  being 
'  engaged  in  tbofe  viokncet*  breaking  the  lampt»  and  MEioking  the 
lord  mayor ;  two  of  them  were  found  guiltj,  and  (entCDced  t»  twelve 
immthsimprifonmcnt  in  Ncwgitc* 

general 
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getieral  appeared  as  his  counfel,  but  no  cxer-  chap. 
tion  oil  their  part  was  neceffary ;  the  jury  ac*    yJ^Xi*/ 
quitted  him  on  the  evidence  for  the  profecu-.      «7^«* 
tion.     A  bill  was  alfo  prefented  to  the  grand-  g^h  Aug. 
jury  of  the  county  of  Surry,  againft  Maclane  Andoi 
the  foldier,  and  the  two  other  perfons  impli-  ^^f'^ 
cated  in  the  coroner's  verdict:   after  a  deli* 
•lieration  of  thirteen  hours,  they  found  a  true 
bill  againft  Maclane  only,  who  was  tried  and  9th. 
acquitted. 

Lord  Chatham  faw   with  diffatisfaftion  Rcfign^tian 
many  of  the  late  minifterial  proceedings;  he  °*.*°'/* 
was  difpleafed  with  their  conduft  refpeding      *  **^ 
America;  indignant  at  the  tranquillity  with 
which    his  colleagues    fuffered    the    French 
to  poflefs  themfdves  of  Corlica,  and  in  many 
other  refpe<5ts  difcontented ;  he  alfo  felt  great 
repugnance  at  feeing  his  name  conne6led  >vith 
men  and    meafures   fo   generally  unpopular, 
and  determined  to  refign.     He  would  not  even  x5thoa. 
attend   at  court  to  announce  his  refolution, 
but  fent  the  privy-feal  by  lord  Camden.     This 
event  was  not  unexpeftcd.  Lord  Briftol  was  ap-  ad  Nov. 
pointed  in  his  ftead;  and  as  lord  Camden  ftill 
continued  chancellor,  no  material  alterations 
took  place.*^ 

The  tumultuous  difpofition  of  the  eleftors  serjcar.t 
of  Middlefex  might  probably  have  fubfided,  ^'yf»" 
had  not  a  new  conteft  renewed  the  fermentation.  MiddW«c. 
Mr.  Cooke,  Wilkes's  colleague,  died  ;  Sir  Wil-  5^  J^^c, 
liam  Beauchamp  Proftor,  the  unfuccefsful  can- 
didate at  the  late  election,  again  offered  hlmfelf; 
and  was  oppofed  by  Serjeant  Glynn,  who  being 
the    conftant  legal  defender  of  Wilkes,  was 
highly  populai-.    Sir  William  loft  tlie  elediou :  «A  Dwe. 

^  Life  of  lord  Chatham^  vol.  ii.  p.  S4, 

VOL.  I.  B  B  during 
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CH  AF.  during:  its  progrefs,  a  man  was  killed  in  a  riot» 

^^'      begun  by  lome    chairmen    employed    by  his 

17^1.     party.     As  Sir  William  was  underftood  to  be 

a  candidate  on  the  court  intereft,  this  event 

14th  jnm    excited  the  greateft  indignation :  two  chairmen 

17^.        ^vere  apprehended,  tried  at  the  Old  Baiiev,  and 

found  guilty.     The  populace,  animatecf  with 

the  defire  ot'  vengeance,  when  the  verdift  was 

pronounced,    teftified  their  joy    by  fhouting 

and   clapping  of  hands;  but  their  fury   wa3 

not  gratified  in  the  cxpec'^ted  vi£lims ;  for  after 

being  refjiited  for  a  fhort  time,  they  obtained  a 

pardon.' 

ithNot.         Is  his  fpeech  to  parliament  on  the  fii-ft  day 
♦Meeting  of  ^^  ^'^^  feflion,  the  king  mentioned  with  fatis- 
poriianicnL  fadion    the    pacific    difpofition   of  the   con- 
tinental powers,  adverted  to  the  rebellious  fpi- 
rit  which  prevailed  in  MaflTachuiret's  Bay,  and 
recommended  harmony  and  union.     The  ad- 
drefs  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed,  but  carried. 
Wiikw't        Wilkes's  affair  early  engaged   the  houfe 
petition,     of  commons :   a  petition  was  brouojht  up  by 
'♦*^*'         Sir  Jofeph   Mawbey,    in  which   all  the  pro- 
ceedings againft  him  fince  the  year  1763  were 
briefly  recited,  and  the  juftice  of  the  houfe 
Proceed-     was  claime<{  in  redrefling  his  grievances :  fiin- 
ingft  there  ^Jry  tnotions  enfued ;  the  proper  officers  were 
diTc6ieil  to  lay   before   the  houfe  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  court  of  King's  Beach; 
and   a  day   l>cing  appointed  for  taking  thefc 
matters    into    confuleration,    it   was  ordered 
that  due  notice   fliould   be  given  to  Wilkes, 

'  They  were  afterwards   pro(ectited  with  unceifing  refentnieiit 
for  other  murders  committed  OA  the  fame  day^  but  acc^uitted. 

and 


on. 
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and  to  feveral  other  parties  who  ini^^t  appear  chap. 
as  witnefles.      Among  them  was  Mr.  Webb,   ^^ 
late  fecretary  to  the  treafury,  who  being  in  the     *7^t-  \ 
petition  accufed  of  highly  improper  condu6i^> 
requeued  an  opportunity  of  vmdicating  him-      ^ 
felf,  and  he  was  allowed  to  be  he^rd  either  iu 
perfon  or  by  counfel. 

Before  the  petition  was  difcufled,  a  motion  as^Jan. 
made  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  whether  a  \^J^^^^^ 
member  con vided  of  publiihing  a  libel  was  in-  fpeaing 
titled  to  privileg'e,   was  debated   M'ith  much  p"'^***^*- 
ftcrimony,  and  at  length  decided  in  the  ne- 

gative.     At  the  time  appointed  for  confidering  »7th, 
is  petition,  Wilkes  being  brought  before  the  wiiket 
liouie  in  cuftody,  objefted  that,  by  an  a6l  of  b^ore^^he 
parliaiifient,  he  could  not  legally  appear  there  houfe  of 
without  taking  the  oaths;  but  this  objeaion  ^^^'""'oM' 
was  overruled.     On  a  fubfequent  day,  betook  3»ft. 
exception  to  the  word  blafphemous,  ufed  in 
defcribing  the  Eflay  on  Woman ;  which,  after 
a  long  debate,  was  expunged.     The  evidence 
in  fupport  of  the  petition,  fubftantiated  only 
the  undenied  fa6l,  that  lord   Mansfield   had 
altered  the  record  of  his  indiftment  the  day 
before  the  trial.     It  was  clearly  demonftrated 
that  the  praflice  of  altering  -records  in   the 
manner  complained  of  was  ancient,  and  fup- 
ported  by  numberlefs  precedents  frjjm  tlie  be- 
ginning of  the  law  books  to  that  period ;  and 
on  a  folemn  argument  of  the  fame  objefiion 
in  Weftminfter  Hall,    the   praftice  ha^  been 
confirmed   by  all  the  judges.     Tlie  petition 
accufed  Mr.  Webb  of  bribing,  with  the  public 
-money,  one  Curiy,  Wilkes's  domeftic,  to  ileal 
,the  Eflay  on  Woman;    but  this  charge  was  ^^^^^ 
not  proved.    A  vote  of  fevere  cenfure  was  Hit  com- 
moved,  but  afterwards  modified  into  a  declara-  p^»nt«  <i<- 
B  B  «  tion  :£i:"' 
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tiott  that  the  afperfions  m  the  petition  wen 
frivolous* 

Another  complaint  againft  Wilkes  was 
imme^liately  prefentecl.  Lord  Weymoath,  thf 
fecretary  of  ftate,  hav  ing  in  the  preceding  year 
written  to  the  magiitrates  of  Surry,  recom^ 
menditig  them  no  longer  to  permit  tumults 
to  aflume  fo  dangerous  an  afpe^;  but  to  make 
early  application  for  a  military  tbrce  in  aid 
of  the  civil  power;  the  letter  came  into 
"Wilkes's  polfeilion,  and  he  publiifhed  it,  -^with 
an  inflammatory  and  infulting  commeat,  de^ 
nominating  tlie  aftair  in  St  George's.  Fields 
a  horrid  mafiacre,  and  the  confequence  of  a 
hellifh  project,  deliberately  planned.  Lord 
Weymouth  complained  to  the  houfe  of  lords 
of  a  breach  of  privilege;  and  the  printer  of  the 
newfpaper  acknowledging  that  lie  received  the 
letter  trom  Wilkes,  a  conference  of  the  Lords 
and  Commons  was  held;  Wilkes,  at  the  b^ 
of  the  lower  houfe,  triumphantly  avowed  the 
publication,  and  claimed  the  thanks  of  the 
country  for  having  expofed,  in  a  proper  light, 
•'  that  blowly  fcroll." 

The  houfe  being  thus  in  full  pofleilion  of 
the  neceflary  evidence,  a  motion  for  his  ex- 
pulfion"  was  made,  and  after  a  ftrenuous  de- 
bate, carried  by  a  confiderable  majority." 

In  all  the  proceedings  agaiuii  Wilkes,  from 

■I  The  motion  was  in  thefe  wordt :  «*  That  John  WUltes,  Efq. 
««  a  member  of  thit  houie,  who  bath.  «t  the  bar  of  this  houfis  con- 
«  fei&tl  himieif  to  be  the  authoi  and  publiflier  of  ^hat  thi^  houfe  has 
<<  reiblycd  to  be  an  infoUnt,  fcanJaloue,  and  feditioiu  iibel,  and 
•'  who  has  been  coiivi^ei  in  tlie  couit  <k  '^iog*!  Bench  of  haviog 
tf  printed  and  pubiiihcd  a  feditiout  libel,  and  three  ob&ene  and  ioi- 
M  Dfow  libeicy  dwd  by  the  judgment  «f  ihe  faid  court  has  been  fen- 
•*  tenced  to  unitex'go  (w«nty.Kwa  months  imprifiintnenty  and  it  noir 
«  ifl  execodoA  under  the  iaid  jttdginfiat»  be  acpeHed  lhi«  hoole*** 

the 
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tht  monifnt  of  his  return  to  Enjflaml,  th^  chap., 
mimduy  difplayed  great  want  of  judgment  and  ,J^' 
pfudence,  but  iir  this  meafure  their  errdrs  were  1769. 
peeuiiarly  manifeft.  On  his  arrital  in  the  month 
of  February  his  outlawry  was  in  full  force;  haid 
ttwy  then'  iiioed  againft  him  a  writ  of  Utla- 
gatum  capias^  he  would  have  been  legally  in 
cuftody  during  the  period  of  the  ek6Hon,  and 
thus  prevented  from  influencing,  peifonally  at 
lead,  the  public  proceedings  at  that  crifis. 
Such  a  meafure  could  not  apparently  liave 
created  a  divifion  in  the  cabinet,  fine*  even 
lord  Chatham  was  attacked  in  tiie  letter  to 
the  duke  of  Grailon  with  no  lets  tirulence 
than  the  duke  himfelf.  But  if  they  wei^e  re- 
ftrlved  not  to  arid  to  the  weight  of  Wilkes's 
miafortunes  by  enforcing  bis  punifl^ment,  and 
content  to  ifncur  the  rifquc  arifing  from  hi^ 
popular  oppofition  to  their  meafures,  the  rtm9i 
prodent  proceeding  would  bave  be<)n  to  in- 
fluence the  king  to  comply  with,  dp  evea 
anticipate  Wilkes's  petition,  by  a  free  par« 
don.  He  could  then  no  longer  pretend  that 
1ms  was  a  martyr  in  the  caule  of  lib^ty,  neii 
woidd  the  exceifes  of  the  populace  havo 
been  fan^oned  by  any  plaufible  allegation  of 
a  grievance.  By  taking  Wilkes  into  cufiody 
adhber  his  election,  and  when  bis  popularity' M'a» 
fe  fumly  eltabliihod^  they  placed  the  kiAg  inr 
dircA  oppofition  to  a  great  portion  of  hisfuli- 
jjefts,  and  expofed  the  nation  to  all  the  mif- 
chiefs  a)nd  ftn-ments  arifing  Irom  fuch  a  Qonteft«^ 
In  arguing  the  merits  of  his  petition^  ikm  n&ini* 
ftry  were  guilty  of  a  great  error:  it  claimed  no 
particular  notice,  made  no  fpeeific  demand,  and 

fkight,  with  great  propriety,  ha^'^  been  left  tOr 
e  Off  the  table.    I0  expc^ing  him  tlip  hAutW 
B  B  a  their 
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CHAP,  their  condufl  was  unjuftifiable ;  it  might  be 

s^^    legal,   but  a  miniftry  in  a  free  country,  can 

1769.     never   fupport   thcmfelves   by   an    appeal  to 

the  letter   of  the   law;    they   muft   alfo   do 

what  is  expedient,  and  even  gracious  to  the 

{)eople.  In  this  inftance,  they  manifefled  no 
efs  feeblenefs  than  rancour:  as  if  afraid  that 
they  were  not  fully  juftified  in  expelling  him 
in  confequence  of  a  complaint  from  the  other 
houfe,  the  motion  was  loaded  with  extraneous 
fltfts ;  reciting  an  offence  for  which  he  was  ex- 
pelled by  a  former  parliament,  and  others  for 
which  he  was  then  Aiffeiing  thefentence  of  the 
law ;  and  even  alleging  that  fentence  and  thofe 
fiifferings  againfi  him  as  new  crimes. 
Charaacr  THROUGH  the  medium  of  Wilkes  fome  im- 
of  Virukcs.  portant  popular  queftions  were  difcuffed,  and 
it  was  fortunate  for  the  country  that  fuch  an 
individual  was  found.  The  points  afcertain- 
ed  by  his  means,  are  of  the  higheil  confe- 
quence both  to  liberty  and  government;  and 
Wilkes  was,  in  every  refpect,  the  moft  pro- 
per man  to  acl  the  part  afligned  to  him.  Too 
enterprizlng  to  be  defpifed,  too  frivolous  to 
excite  permanent  apprehenfion,  he  was  ever 
rtady  to  engage  in  fuch  ads  as  required  the  in- 
terference of  the  law,  and  always  fufficiently 
iubtle  ta  make  his  errors  popular,  and  his  vices 
venial.  Too  magnanimous  to  be  aSuated  by 
terror,  and  too  venal  to  refift  proffered  advan- 
tages, he  was  a  fit  champion  for  the  people, 
till  his  views  were  anfwered,  but  fo  open  to 
gratification  as  never  to  be  permanently  dan- 
gerous. His  avowed  vices  precluded  him  from 
the  efteem  of  the  virtuous ;  and  thus  his  po- 
pularity, however  apparently  extenfive,  could 
mever  give  alarm,  to  a  ftrong  and  wdl  com- 
bined 
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binetl  miniftiy.     It  would  have  been  wife  to   chap. 
let  hiiD  take  liis  feat  witlioiit  refinance,  fof      ^v. 
as  his  oratorieal  talents  were  not  above  me-    ^m. 
dioerity,  he  mouW  foon   have  funk  into  dif-  * 
regard,  and  hjs  writings,  ceafmg  to  claim  at-> 
tention  as  the  efFufions  of  an  injured  patriot^ 
would  have  been   rated   at  their  juft  valu^i 
And  fallen  rapidly  into  obfcurity, 

Hfs  interefts  were  warmly  and  eagerly  ef-  14th Feb. 
poufed:   at  a  meeting  of  the  freeliolders  at  ^"Tl^f 
Mile^end,    his   re-election  was  recommended^  tb^ree-  ^ 
Alderman  Sawbridge  enforced  it  by  obferv-  h<^ider»of 
ing,  that  if  once  the  miniftry  Ihould  be  per*  ^**^^^*^ 
3iiitted  to  fay  whom  the  freehoklers  Ihould  not 
chufe,  the  next  Hep  would  be  to  tell  them  ^^^^ 
M'hom  they  Uioujd  chufe ;  he  was  accordingly  He  is  re- 
re-elefted  without  oppofition.  ,     «itft«*- 

This   indication   of  the  popular  refolution 
to  fupport  their  favourite,  might  have  taught 
the  miniftry  the  inutility  of  further  refiftance, 
and  induced  tliem  to fubmit  with  a  good  grace; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  they  now  appeared  to 
confider  the  credit  and  authority  of  ffovern- 
ment  at  Hake,  and  to  have  refolved  that  tlio 
queftion  ihould  be  profecuted  to  all  extremi- 
ties.      On  the  day  fiicceeding  Wilkes's  re* 
election,  lord  Strange  moved,   '*  That  having  17th. 
"  been  expelled,   he  was  incapable  of  being  p«ciared 
"  re^elefted  to  ferve  in  that  parliament."     In  JTf fitJ?ngi« 
fupport  of  this  dodrine,  it  was  alleged  that  parliament, 
llobert    Walpole    having   been   cx]>elled    the 
houfe,  and  re*ele6ted  for  Lynn,  the  commons 
declared  his  incapacity.  The  members  in  oppo- 
fition made  many  diftinftinns  between  Walpole\s 
cafe  and  Wilkes's.     Walpole  was  at  the  time  of 
his  re-election  actually  in  the  tower,  for  tlic 
crimes  which  occaiioned  his  expuKion,   and 
JJ  B  4  a  rival 
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CHAP,  a  rival  candidate  appeared  at  the  eleftion,  fo 
^^      that  the  terms  of  the  precept  could  be  com- 


*7^^  plied  with ;  and  the  matter  was  taken  up  in  the 
noufe,  not  on  the  mere  return  of  the  writ,  but 
on  the  petition  of  his  opponent  Should  the 
dangerous  precedent,  that  a  member  once  ex-» 
pel  led  is  incapable  of  re-eledion  to  the  fame 
parliament,  be  eftablilhed,  it  might  be  carried 
to  an  indefinite  extent.  "  There  is  one  w^rft 
"man  in  thehoufe;"  Mr.  Dowdefwell  humour* 
oufly  obfervcH,  "  turn  him  out.  Is  there  not 
"  now  a  worfi  man  left  ?  tnrn  him  out  too.  In 
**  fliort,  when' Mill  you  ftopr  Yon  have  turned 
''one  out  for  impiety  and  obfcenity; — when 
**  half  a  dozen  members  meet  over  a  convi- 
*'  vial  bottle,  is  their  difcourfe  intirely  free  from 
"  obfcenity,  from  impiety,  er  abufe  of  govern-* 
"  ment  ?  Even  in  the  cabinet,  that  pious,  re- 
"  forming  fociety ;  were  Mr.  Wilkes  there  to  be 
"  adjudged,  and  the  innocent  man  to  throw 
*'thc  firli  ftoncj  they  would  fliiik  out  one  by 
"  one,  and  leave  the  culj^rit  un condemned.'* 
In  more  fcrious  argument  it  was  dated,  that  a 
man  might  be  cxpeHed  for  a  libel,  but  on  trial  iii 
a  court  of  law,  be  found  innocent ;  what  muft 
be  the  confcquence  ?  is  that  perfon  never  to  be 
re*ele6led  ?  or  M^iat  amends  could  he  receive 
for  his  expulfion  ?  But,  fay  the  miniftry,  parlia- 
ment wiU  never  expel  a  member  but  for  a  juft 
caufe.  When  a  miniftry  are  invefted  with  the 
powers  of  judges,  woe  to  their  oppofers. — The 
queftion  was  carried  ift  the  affirmative  by  a 
large  majority.* 
wikei  In  confequence  of  this  meafure,  the  popu* 

fuppoacd?  ^ai'^^y  ^f  W\\kt^  increafed,  and  he  was  confi* 

•  %%^  againft  89* 

.       .  dered 
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dered  the  objeft  of  a  vindiftive  perfccutioR.^  crap^ 
Another  meeting  at  Mile-end  rcfoWed  again  ^^Jj^. 
to  fupport  him,  and  the  moft  enthufiafiic  fen«      17$^ 
timents  were  expreffcd  in  his  favour.  **^  *^**** 

All  attempts  to  oppofe  the  prevailing  fpirit  j^e^„i^ 
were  ineffectual.     A  meeting  was  callecTat  the  merthaoctw 
King's  Arms  tavern  in  London,  for  the  pur-  «*Mar. 
pofe  of  prefenting  a  loyal  addrefs  to  the  king ; 
but  the  adherents  of  Wilkes  were  fo  numerous  They  are 
and  formidable,  that  thofe  who  convened  the  infuited  by 
meeting  were  obliged  to  leave  the  room  to  the  ^^^y*"*  * 
other  party,  who  by  their  fpeeches  and  refolu- 
tions  totally  perverted  and  turned  to  ridicule 
the  original  intent  of  the  meeting*    Thofe  who 
firft  convened  it,  ho^vever,  prepared  an  addrefs, 
which  they  left  at  a  public  office   over  the 
Royal  Exchange  for  fignatures.     In  their  prot  »»J*. 
grefs  to  prefent  this  piper  at  St  James's,  they  ct^J*!^^ 
were   idRiailed    with    violence   and   infult:  a  Jamcsv 
hcarfe  preceded  them,   vrith  paintings  repre- 
fenting  the  death  of  Allen,  and  the  murder  al 
Brenttord;    the    coaches    were  fiopped,  land 
thofe   in  them  were  beat,  pelted  with  mud, 
and  many  obliged  either  to  deiiil  from  their 
intention,  or  proceed  to  St  James's  by  pri- 
vate ways.    Tne  hearfe  ftill  preceding  the  tew 
who   remained,  attempted   to  pafs  into  the 
court  yard,  but  was  relifted  by  tne  guard ;  the 
mob  perfevered  in  their  outrages,  even  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  palace ;  two  were  fecured 
by  the  intrepidity  of  lord  Talbot,  and  fifteen 
by  the  military.'  The  whole  fpedade  mull  have 

been 

p  A  fuhfcription  was  opened  for  his  benefit  at  the  London  Tavern, 
(%oxh  February),  which  Aipplied  a  ftifficient  fiind  to  pay  bit  finest 
jnd  to  leave  an  ample  rcfidue  for  his  future  fupport. 

^  Ic  11  a  remarkable  hS,  and  (hews  how  general  was  the  extent 

of 
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Been  truly  mortifying  and  diftreffing  to  the 
king,  as  it  evinced  the  dangers  to  uhich  his 
fubjefts  were  expofed  in  preluining  to  dilplay 
fentiments'cf  loyalty  andaffedion/ 

A  ferond  eleCHon  took  place  at  Brentford, 
and  Mr.  Dingily,  the  principal  promoter  of 
the  meeting  of  merchants  at  the  King's  Arms 
tavern,  appeared  for  tlie  purpofe  of  oppodng 
Wilkes,  but  he  was  fo  ill-treated  by  tlie  mob, 
that  by  the  advice  of  his  friends  he  retired  be- 
fore the  nomination,  and  Wilkes  was  declared 
duly  elected  for  want  of  oppofition,  although 
Dingley,  in  a  letter  to  the  fljerifls,  protefted 
againft  the  proceedings  of  the  day.  The 
hoafe  of  commons,  on  the  motion  of  the  clian- 
trellor  of  the  excliequer,  again  declared  tlie 
eledron  null  and  void. 

A  new  writ  being  iifued,  colonel  Luttrell,  fon 
of  lord  IrnhaiB,  vacated  his  feat,  and  declared 
himfelf  a  candidate  for  Middicfex*  This  con- 
duft  was  conlideved  la  ralli  and  dangerous, 
that  policies  oi  alfurancc  on  his  life  were 
opened  at  Lloyd's  Coftee-lioufe.'  Wilkes's 
friends  adopted  their  ufual  meafure  of  calling 
a  meeting  at  Mile-end,  and  entered  into 
llrenuous  refolutrons  to  fupport  his  caule.  The 
houfe  .of  commons,  apprehenfive  of  riots,  or- 
dered the  iherifl's  to  take  the  neceflarv  meafures 
for  preserving  the  peace,  by  appointing  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  conftables. 

Thk  election  was  condu6ted  with  the  utmoft 

«f  fa£\iotift  fpirit  at  this  period,  that  the  grand-jury  for  Middlticx 
refufed  to  find  bills  cf  indi£lmcnt  again tl  thelt  men.    , 

'  No  cxjJr«fs  amhorhies  are  cihd  for  thtfc  fafb ;  they  form tbe 
contenu  of.all  the  diurnal  rtgiliers  in  the  peiiodical  publications,  to 
which  reference  may  Ix;  madt  by  the  dates  in  the  margia  :  particular* 
ly  the  Annual  Regfftcr,  and  Gentleman's  Magazine.  * 

•  Hiftoi7  of  ihc  Boroughs,  &c,  vol.  li*  p,  133. 

'  order, 
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order,  although  a  viblent  and  outrageous  mob  chapi 
occupied  the  roads  to  Brentford  in  every  direc-  ^^ 
tion,  and  compelled  all  pafTengers  to  ihout     17^9^ 
"  Wilkes  and   Liberty,"   and  to  permit   his 
badge,   Number  45,   to  be  chalked  on  their 
cloaths  and  carriages.    The  numbers  on  the  wnkcsrc* 
poll  producing  a  majority  for  Wilkes  of  eight  *"™*^ 
hundred  and  forty-feven,*  the  flierifF  returned 
him  duly  elefted.      A   motion  however  was  y^^^^/ 
made  in  the  houfe,  and  after  being  debated  aJtcrJd!""* 
vith  great  vehemence,  and  no  fmall  ability,  for  i4»Hand 
two  days,  an  alteration  of  the  return  was  or-  *^* 
dered  by  a  majority  of  fifty-four."    The  free*  p^||j]^„^ 
holders  of  Middlefexprefented  a  petition  againil  the  fi^- 
this  alteration,  and  were  heard  by  counfel,  but  holders, 
the  houfe  confirmed  its  previous  refolution  by  8th  May. 
h  ftill  greater  majority.* 

The  recent  tranfaAions  in  America  produced  ?J^^"^* 
great  debates,  and  firong  meafures.     The  bufi-  pariiamcnt 
iiefs  w^as  forcibly  adverted  to  in  tlie  king's  wJativeto 
fpeech,  and  afterwards  introduced  to  the  houfe  Decri7«, 
by  a  motion  for  an  addi:efs  that  all  letters  pa- 
tent, charters,  and  comraiffions,  fubfifting  and 
in  force  relative  to  the  American  colonies,  with 
copies  of  all  orders  and  inftrudlions  given  to 
any  oflScers  civil  or  military,  in  regard  to  their 
government,  ihould  be  laid  before  parliament. 
This  motion  was  negatived,  as  was  another  on 
the  fanie  day  for  copies  of  all  letters  and  aiii- 
davits   received   fince   the  firft    of  January 
1766. 

After  the  recefs,  a  committee  of  the  whole  15th  ii>4 
houfe  was  fonned,  to  whofe  infpe6lion  a  IsMge  ^^^  J**** 
quantity  of  papers  was  fubmitted.     A  petition  plcitioiu. 

«  Wilkes  f  1^3,  Luttrell  296. 

»  197  to  143.  «  tii  to  I51, 

wai 
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CHAF.  was  tendered  from  MaffachuflTct's  Bay,  and  tmo 

^^    from  an  individual  named  Wilisam  fioQan :  tho 

1769*     fonner  was  received  uxidet  the  exprefe  ftipnla<» 

iion  that  it  fkould  he  cotifidercd  merel^r  as  the 

aci  of  iadivtduals,  and  not  of  a  body^  finctf 

the  coancil  had  loft  their  coHe6iive  chatitBtw 

\y  diflblution ;    tlxe  other    petition   was  te« 

jeftecL 

Jtelbi^         The  houfe  then,  in  a  committee,  entered  mtd 

**»*        a  general  difcuffion  of  tlie  American  tratftae* 

tion.v    The  lords  bad  already  voted  ceilam 

lefoliitions,  reciting  hiftorically  the  adt  both 

©f  the  people  and  kgiflature  ot'  Maflachufiet*» 

Bay ;  and  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  praying  thai 

Ve  Mould  diiect  the  govemofr  ol'that  colony  to 

tranfmit  the  names  of  tlie  perfons  snoft  con^ 

ipicuous  in    conimencrng   illegal  a^   fince 

the  3  ift  of  December  1767,  to'on^  of  the  fe- 

cretaries  of  ftate;  and  would,,  if  the  tnforafta* 

tioB    received    appeared  to    afford  fuiHcieirl 

ground  for  fuch  a  proceeding,  iilUe  a  fecial 

conimifiion  for  tiying  the  offenders  in  Great 

Britain,  according  to^the  pra\'ifions  of  the  fta« 

tute  S5th  Henry  vilL 

DeiMteson      An  animated  debate  enfued  on  the  queftioo, 

Aia  of  the  wJ^^h^'^  *^^  committee  fhould  concur  in  the 

irgHbtiirc  lefolutiana  and  addrefs.     Both  the  riglit  and 

•fi^fla-    expediency  of  taxing  the  coloines  were  ably 

Baj.   *     argued;  and  the  particular  a6ts  of  the  legiflafeore 

ef'Malfacbuflet's  Bay  during  the  la-ft  year^  wert 

ftrongly  arraigned  and  defended.     Oovei-noi 

Pownall,  who  fully  underftood  the  affairs  rf 

'  America,    and  had    been  entruftcd  with  the 

chief  command  in  Maffachwffet's  Bay,  defend* 

r    ed  the  proceodings  of  the  colonitts,  and  denied 

.   .       that  the  riots  on  the  fcizure  of  Hancock's  floop 

could  Jiavc  been  prevented  by  the  •council  and 

6  ailembly. 
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ailembly/    With  refpedi  to  the  i!alling  of  d  Chah 
convention;  he  admtttpd  that  if  the  feled  niea  y^^^ 
of  Bo(iaa  had  iflued  writs,'  it  would  have  been     4/^  • 
an  ufurpation,  it*  not  treafonable :  hut  that,  hy 
the  laws  of  their  country^  confirmed  by  the 
crown, '  they  M'cre  authoriied  to  write  letters 
^efiring  other  towns  to  appoint  committees  to       ^ 
convene  with  their  committee.    He  maintained 
that  although  a   convention  of  ilates  would 
have  been  treafonabie,  a  convention  of  com*- 
miitees  was  warranted  by  law,  and  their  pro^ 
ceed ings  highly  commendabie.     The  condud 
4rf*  governor  Beraard  was  warmly  defended; 
and  ailer  a  kmg  debate,  which  was  carried  on 
with  great  carneftneis  on  both  fides,  tlie  jnefo^ 
lutionD  and  addrefs  were  agreed  to. 

Anothek  difculVion  arofe  on  the  Came  fub-  itkFdk 
jcft,  when  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
pvefented  to  tiie  houfe.  Governor  PownaH 
again  diftinguiihed  himfeif  in  oppoiition  to 
the  tefolutions  and  addrefs:  he  entered  at 
great  lengUi  into  the  conftltutions  and  chai"'- 
tert  of  the  different  provinces  of  America, 
and  contended  againfc  the  right  of  internal 
taxation:  he  dwelt  with  great  forc«  oa  the 
impohcy  of  urging  the  Ameripans  to  ads  of 
reufiance ;  depided,  with  truth  and  preciiiod, 
the  fpirit  which  animated  the  inhabitants  of 
Maflachuffet's  Bay,  and  warned  the  miniilry 
agaifift  giving  a  fpring  to  their  fanaticilm,  and 
urging  them  to  quit  their  native  c)iaradei*s  of 
huibs^ndmen  and  merchants,  to  difplay  their 

T  Adfutttng  tbii  to  be  true,  wbicb  is  not  euSIy  fo,  they  couU 
have  afforded  proteflion  to  the  cuftom  houfe  officers,  or  have  taken 
meafuxtp  for  tScSkiMj  punilhing  tlie  tnfurgefits ;  neither  of  which 
was  done* 

«  Thi«  exprcfion  was  found  in  the  refo1ution$  whev  firft  (eat 
^own  from  the  lords,  but  the  words  '*  writiug  kltcrs/^  were  Huiy 
£toted  on  amotioD  for  tntmcndmcot* 

energy 
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CHAP,  cnfcrgy  in  aSs  of  refiftance,  *Hhat  Ipirit,'* 
^^^xv^  he  faid,  "  which  led  their  anceftors  to  break 
1749.  "  off  from  every  thing  which  is  near  and  dear 
"  to  the  human  heart ;  from  every  connexion 
**  which  friendfliip,  relation,  blood  could  give; 
"  which  led  them  to  quit  every  comfort  that  a 
"  fettled  and  civilized  country  (their  own  na- 
"  tive  country)  could  aiibrd,  and  to  encoun* 
."  ter  every  difficulty  and  diftrefs  which  a  wild 
"  wildernefs  of  favages  could  oppofe  to  them, 
"  to  ftruggle  even  for  their  exiftence;  that 
"  fpirit,  equally  ftrong,  and  equally  inflamed, 
"  has  but  a  (light  and  trifling  facrifice  to  make 
"  at  this  time  ;  they  have  not  to  quit  their  na* 
**  tive  country,  but  to  defend  it;  they  have 
^*  not  toforfake  their  friends  and  relations,  but 
^  'Ho  unite  with  and  to  iland  by  them  in  one 

*  -  common  union.  The  only  facrifice  they  have 
*'  to  make  is  that  of  a  few  follies,  and  a  few 
"  luxuries.  Neceflity  is  not  the  ground  of 
**  their  commerce  with  you,  it  is  merely  the 
*^  affedation  of  your  modes  and  cufioms,  the 
^'love  for  home,  as  they  call  England,  that 
**  makes  them  like  every  thing  which  comes 
"  from  thence ;  but  pafTion  may  be  conquered 
"  by  pailion,  tliey  will  abominate  as  (incerdy 
"  as  they  now  love  you ;  and  if  they  do,  they 
"  have  within  themfelves  every  thing  re* 
"  quifite  to  the  food,  raiment,  or  dwell- 
••  ing  of  mankind,  and  have  no  need  of  your 
"  commerce."  lie  then  defcribed  the  re- 
fources  of  the  Americans,  and  the  facility  with 
which  they  could  obtain  all  neceffaries  n-ith- 
out  applying  to  England.  In  conclufion,  tlic 
.governor -gave  this  fane  and  prudent  advice: 
"  Do  nothing  which  may  bring  into  difcuffion 
"  queftions  of  right,  which  muft  become  mere 
**  articles  of  faith.     Go  into  np  innovations  in 

*'  pradice. 
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•*  prai^ice,  and  fufFcr  no  encrojichments  on  ^  ch  as. 

**  vernmenL     Extend  not  the  power  which  yoa   ^^ 

*'  have  of  impoiing  taxes,  to  the  laying  internal     i;5^* 

^*  taxes  on  tlie  colonies.     Continue  to  exercifc 

"  the  p^oif^er,  which  yon  have  aheady  exercifcd, 

"  of  laying  fubfidtes,  impofls,  and  duties,  but 

"  exercife  this  as  you  have  hitherto  done,  with      % 

*•  prudence  and  ;ao<Ieratioa,  and  dii-ecled  by  the 

^*  Ipirit  of    comnercial    wifdom.     This  ipirit 

**  and  miule  of  ^o\.  ornment  will  cement  agaiijL 

^*  that  union  wiiicii  is  lliattered,  if  .npt  quite 

"  broken ;   reftore    that  fpirit    of  obedience, 

"  which  the  lofs    of  authority   on    the  one 

"  hand,  and  of  affeftion  on  tlie  other,  has  inter* 

"  rupted;  and  will  re-eftablifli  the  authority  as 

"  well  as  force  of  civil  government,  which  has 

**  almod  loft  its  force  by  lofiiig  its  authority. 

**  Exert  the  fpirit  of  policy  that  you  may  not 

•*  ruin  the  colonies  and  yourfelves  b^^  exertions 

^  of  force." 

The  refolutions.  and  addrefs  were  carried,  RcToVi- 
but  amendments  being  made,  were  fent  back  «»on«  cir- 
to  the  lords  for    their   aflent.       This    gave  '^**^**' 
rife  to  a  motion  to  re-commit  the  addrefs;  Dcbatfio* 
and  the  proposal  to  revive  the  obfolete  fta-  revivingtn 
tute  of  Henry  VIII,   came  more  particularly  ftawatT 
under  difcuffion.     The  intention  was  repro- 
bated with  great  ability  by  captain  Phipps,* 
who  proved  that  the  ftatute  was  not,  as  de- 
fcribed,   a  tyrannical  ad;  but,   on  the  con- 
trary, one  ofthe.leaft  exceptionable  ads  of  a 
tyrannical  reign.     It  was  made  belbre  the  ex- 
iitence  of  the  American  colonics,  and  was  in- 
tended to  fecure  to  the   king's  tranf-marine 
lubjecls  at  Boulogne,  and  other  places^  that 

*  Afterward!  lord  Mu)gra?e. 

benefit 
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CHAP.  4>ttiefit  of  wbich,  if  revived,  it  would  dicpTive 

J^;^  the  Americans ;  namely,  the  trial  by  jury.    He 

•t7«>.     proved  that  an  American,  brought  to  England 

for  trial,  could  have  none  of  the  advantages 

which  the  law  intends  to  fecure  to  every  one  ; 

he  could  not,  with  any  efteft,  challenge  jurors^ 

whofe  charaders   and  connexions  were  un- 

knmvn  to  him ;  he  could  not  avail  himfelf  of 

the  alfiilance  of  counfel,  to  whofe  abilities  and 

fame  he  might  be  a  flranger ;  and  no  procefs 

could  iffue  to  enforce  an  appearance  of  wit- 

nefles  from  the  other  fide  of  the   Atlantic. 

"  But,  fhould  the  culprit,   with  all  thefe  dif- 

'*  advantages,  efcape  ;'*    faid   captain   Phipps^ 

^*  and  indeed  I  do  not  fee  hmv  it  can  happen 

**  otherwife,  for  the  act  of  the  thirty-fiftn   of 

•*  Henry  VIII,  is  for  treafons  committed  out  of 

"  tlie  realm,  and  the  twenty-fifth  of  Ed>rard  HI, 

"  makes  leVying  war  within  the  realm  treafon  ; 

^*  fo  that  whether  America  is  in  or  oirt  of  the 

"  realm,  it  cannot  be  within  the  letter  of  both 

*'  thefe  afls,  and  I  hope  there  is  no  latent,  ob- 

"  folete  ftatute,  teeming  with  conftruftive  trea- 

^'  fon,  to  be  brought  forth  againft  Ihefe  men  ;-^ 

^*  ihould  they,  I  fay,  after  all  be  acquitted, 

*'  what  reparation  can  be  made  to  an  ingenu- 

**  ous  mind  for  fo  foul  an  imputation  as  dif* 

"  loyalty  ?  What  reparation  can  be  made  to 

"  men  dragged  from  the  endearments  of  do* 

"  meftic  lite,  brought  from  the  land  of  liberty, 

"  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  to  drink  at 

*'  the  bitter  fountain  of  oppreflion  ?  Will  they 

^     "  return  lefs  pofletfed  of  the  confidence  of  then* 

"  fellow-fubjeds,  and  lefs  inclined  to  abufe  it? 

"  Will  they  ^-etum  lefe  convinced  of  the  in- 

•*  conveniences  of  a  dependent  ftate,  or  lefe 

**  folicitous  tafliake  otrthe  yoke  from  this  new 


**  outrage?" 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Grey  Cooper  aflured  Ihe  houfe  that 
no  intention  was  entertained  of  putting  the 
a6l  in  execution,  but  the  addrefs  waa  moved 
merely  to  (li«\v  the  Americans  what  govern- 
ment could  do  on  an  emergency.  The  motion 
for  a  re-commitment  was  loft  by  a  2:reat  ma- 
jonty.^ 

The  houfe  was  again  engaged  on  American  i+thMw. 
affairs,  in  confequencc  of  a  reprcfentation  from  debate  on 
New  York,  denying  the  right,  of  parliament  to  ofuMg. 
tax  them.  Lord  North  oppofed  the  reception 
of  this  paper ;  which  induced  colonel  Barre  to 
obferve,  "  That  he  had  prediAed,  on  pafling 
"  the  ftamp  aft,  what  would  happen,  and  feared 
"he  could  now  prophecy  further  troubles; 
"  if  the  people  were  made  defperate,  finding  no 
"  remedy  from  parliament,  the  whole  continent; 
"  would  rife  in  arms,  and  perhaps  thofe  pro- 
"  vinces  be  loft  to  England  for  ever."  Some 
remarks  were  made  on  the  nnproduftivenefs  of 
American  taxes,  and  the  enormous  expence 
attending  the  colle6^ion.  ]Mr.  Grcnville  faid, 
"  There  was  no  medium  ;  Ave  muft  either  re- 
"  folve  ftriftly  to  execute  the  revenue  laws  in  ** 

"  America,  or  with  a  good  grace  abandon  our 
**  right,  and  repeal  the  declaratory  and  revenue 
"  laws."  Brrke  anfwered,  there  might  be  and 
Avas  a  proper  medium ;  the  right  of  taxing  was 
undoubted,  but  a  minifter  ought  to  be  well 
convinced  of  the  expediency  before  he  at- 
tempted to  enforce  it.  The  reprcfentation  was 
not  received.  At  a  late  period  of  the  feflion,  May, 
governor  Pownall  moved  to  repeal  the  revenue 
ads  afFe6tine  North  America;  and  fupported  . 
his  ipotion  by  a  long  and  able,  fpeech,  but  as 
the  difcuf&on  of  fuch  an  important  queftion 

>  i6i  to  6^ 

VOL,  I.  c  c  would 
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CJiAF,  would  protraft  the  rifing  of  the  houfe  to  a 
'  XY.  very  advanced  period,  it  was  poftponed  till  the 
'"^69^    next  Seflion. 

^^68^°^'       The  transfer  of  Corfica  to  France  was  an 
Debate  re-  carly  topic  of  debate,    but  produced  no    in- 
ipcciing     terefting   remark,   or  ufeful   information*     A 
*■      motion  for  the   correfpondence   between  the 
Britilh  and  French  miniftry,  and  for  inftruc- 
tions  and  other  papers,  introduced  a  difcuf- 
fion  on  the  value  of  the  acquifition.    The  op- 
pofition  maintained,  that  every  acceffion    of 
power  to  France  was  dangerous  to  this  country  y 
and  as  great  attention  had  been  paid  for  lb 
many  years  to  maintain  a  proper  equilibrium 
in  the  powers  of  Europe,  the  invafion  of  that 
Hland  by  France  ought  to  have  been  confider- 
e^l  as  a  violent  breach  of  treaty,  and  fubverlive 
of  that  equilibrium.     It  was  replied,  that  Cor- 
fica was  a  ulace  of  no  importance,  deftitute 
of  a    good  narbour,  and   an  acquifition   that 
'^vould  prove  rather  an  evil   than  a  benefit  to 
France:  but  at  all  events,  loaded  as  we  already 
were  with  debt,  folly  and  ma^uefs  alone  could 
impel  us  to  engage  in  a  war  for  an  obje6l  of  fo 
little  confequencc;     The  motion  was  reje6led. 
Nullum         TuE  Nullum  Tempus  bill  of  laft  feflion  was 
BUL  ^"*     paffed ;  and  on  the  motion  of  governor  Pownall, 

its  benefits  were  extended  to  America- 
*8th  Feb.       ^  meffaffe  from  the  king  announced  a  defi- 
Arrears  of  cicucy  iu  the  rcveuue  of  the  civil  lift,  by  which 
tbe  civil  lift  he   had   been    compelled  to    contrad   debts, 
4iiy»rged.  amounting  to  five  hundred  and  thirteen  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  eleven  pounds,  which  he 
requcfted  the  houfe  would  enable  him  to  dif- 
*  charge.     A  motion  being  made  for  papers  to 
account  for  this  deficiency,    they   were  pro- 
filed by  the  miniftry,  but  on  condition  that 
the  king's  requefl  fliould  not  be  delayed,  as  the 

(^rs 
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papers  could  not  be  readily  prepared.  After  chap. 
three  days  of  warm  debate,  tiie  report  of  tlie  ^^ 
committee  was  received,  and  the  fum  granted.      1769- 

An  advantageous  agreement  with  the  Eaft  ^^^^'i,^ 
India  company  was  concluded  for  five  years,  Agree- 
during  which  term  they  were  bound  to  pay  "?^«^*** 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  ana  to  India  wm- 
export  a  certain   quantity    of  Britiili   goods,  pany- 
They  were  at  liberty  to  increafe  their  dividend 
within  that  time  to  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent. 
provided  the  increafe  in  any  one  year  fliould 
not  exceed  one  percent,:   a.dedu6lion  from 
the  fum  payable  to  government,  proportionate 
to  any  aecreafe  of  dividend  which  neccflity 
might  compel,  was  allowed,   and  if  the  divi- 
dend fliould  be  reduced  to  fix  per  cent,  then 
the  payment  to  government  was  to  ceafe ;  but 
any  furplus  of  the  company's  cafli  remaining  in 
England,   after  payment  of  certain   fpecified 
debts,  was  to  be  lent  to  the  public  at  two  per 
cent. 

These  were  the  principal  parliamentanr  P"^8«- 
tranfadions  of  the  feffion,  which  was  termi-  "th^Mar. 
nated  by  a  fpeech  from  the  thome  of  confider- 
able  length :  "  It  gives  me  great  concern,"  the 
king  faid,  "  to  be  obliged  to  recommend  to 
"  you,  with  more  than  ordinary  earneftnefs, 
"  that  you  would  all,  in  your  feveral  counties, 
"  exert  your  utmoft  efforts  for  the  maintenance 
"  of  public  peace,  and  good  order.  You  mufl 
"  be  fenfible  that  whatever  obflrufts  the  regu- 
"  hv  execution  of  the  laws,  or  weakens  the  au- 
"  thority  of  the  magiftrate,  mufl  leflen  the  only 
"  fecurity  the  people  can  have  for  the  un- 
"diflurbed  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  li- 
**  berties.  From  your  endeavours  in  this  com- 
"  mon  caufe,  I  promife  myfelf  the  mofl  falu- 
*'  tary  eifeft :  on  my  part,  no  countenance  or 
c  c  2  "fupporlt 
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CHAP.  "  fupport  fliall  he  wanting  ;  for  as  I  have  evef 
x>^  "  made,  and  ever  iliall  make,  our  excellent 
"  conftitution  the  rule  of  my  own  conduct,  fo 
"  fhall  1  always  confider  H  equally  my  duty 
"  to  exert  every  power  with  which  that  confti- 
"  tution  has  entrufted  me,  for  preferving  it  fafe 
"  from  violations  of  every  kind  ;  ftilly  con- 
"  vinced,  that  in  fo  doing  I  fhall  moft  effec- 
"  tuall  V  provide  for  the  true  intereft  and  hap' 
**  pineis  of  my  people." 
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CHAPTER  THE  SIXTEENTH: 

1766 — 1770. 

/iffairs  of  India.  —  Cofidact  of  lord  Clive.  — 
State  of  the  company, ^  pqffhjjmis,  —  Mode  of 
letting  lands.  —  Reform  attempted.  —  Diffi- 
culties of  the  company.  —  Mifmanagemefit 
in  India.  —  Immenfe  e.rportation  of  bullion. 
— Gold  coined. — Itegulation  of  inland  trade^ 
r-'Lord  Clive  returns  to  England.  —  Ac- 
count of  Hyder  Ally.  —  His  enmity  againjl 
the  EngliJk.-^The  nizam  of  the  Deccaft 
declares  war  ^^  but  is  compelled  to  make 
peace. -^  Progrefs  of  the  war  xcith  Hyder 
Ally  till  the  peace,  —  Effects  of  the  war.  — 
Alarm  in  England.  —  Depreciation  of  India 
flock.  —  Supei^ifors  appoifited.  —  Claims  of 
government.  —  Final  adjujiment.  —  Pertur- 
bation of  the  public.-^ Middlefex  petition. 
—  London  petition.  —  Publication  of  Ju- 
vius's  Letters.  —  His  libel  on  the  king.  — 
Beckford  elected  lord  mayor.  —  Affairs  of 
Ireland.-^ Augmentation  of  the  military 
fftablijhment.  —  Money  pill  rejected.  —  7 he 
lord  lieutenant's  protefi.  —  Sudden  proroga-: 
tion  of  the  Irijli  parliament. 

T  ORD.  Clive  difplayed  the  utmoft  judgment  CHAp, 
*^  and  prudence  in '^framing  and  enforcing  a  ^^^ 
fyflem  of  economy  m  India,  which  tended  to     1766. 
promote  tlie  intercft,  and  replenilh  the  cotters,  yHoid* 
of  his  employers.   But  the  vigour  and  refolution  'ciivc, 
%vith  which  he  exerted  himfelf  againft  the  pecu- 
lations of  inferior  officers,  drew  on  him  virulent 
f  enfures,  and  his  condu^  was  arraigned  Avith 
ynufual  fc verity.     It  was  peeviilily  alleged  that 

c  c  3  "        his 
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c  5vi^*  ^^^  reforms  were  not  thought  of  till  his  own  for- 
y^^^   tune  was  niade,  and  had  the  fame  rigid  princi- 
1766.     pj^g^  which  he  was  now  inclined  to  put  in  prac- 
tice againft  his  inferiors,  been  enforced  to  the 
prejudice  of  his  interefts,  he  would  never  have 
acquired  that  wealth  which  many  contemplated 
with  envy,  and  few  confidered  as  the  reward  of 
equivalent  fervices.     He  was  accufed  of  ar- 
rogance in  afluming  to  himfelf  the  merit  of  the 
late  pacification :  the  fucceH'es  which  enabled 
him,  to  make  fo  good  terms,  were  all  obtained 
during  his   abfence,  and  he  arrived   only  in 
time  to  fanftion  meafures,   which,  without  his 
interference,  would  have  been  equally  well  ar- 
ranged/ 
State  ofthc      The  acquifitiou  of  an  extenfiveand  impor- 
wffcfficM*  *^^*    territory,    abounding   in    the  means  of 
in  indUau     Wealth,  promifed  an  ample  and  t^ratifying  re- 
turn, both  to  the  company  and  tlieir  lervants ; 
but  they  were  too  precipitate  in  their  fpecula- 
tions.     The  riches  of  that   part  of  India  are 
the  produce  of  laborious  induftry,  encouraged 
by  habitual  moderation,  and  a  facility  of  fub- 
fiftence.     The  late  revolutions,  and  the  feeble- 
nefs  and  vices  incident  to  the  government  of 
the  nabobs,  had  exhaufted  and  impoverilhed 
the  country.      The  lands  M'hich  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  company  by  the  late  treaty,  could 
,  not  be  immediately  let  to  advantage ;  and  the 
neceflity  of  intrufting  inferior  agents  M'ith  a  too 
great  portion  of  authority,  encouraged  abufes. 
Mode  of        The  mode  of  letting  lands  in   India,  was 
lanai^       unfavourable  to  cultivation,  and  ill  calculated 
to  produce  benefit  to  the  owners.     The  lands 
ceded  by  Mir  Coflim  were  let,  in  1 76*2,  by  pub- 

•  Sec  letter  from  Mcflrs.  Leycefter  and  Gray  to  the  court  of  di- 
re6^ors,  «9th  September  1765,  Witba  parliament  fperch,  and  levcral 
other  letters  publiihed  by  authority.    Tninfa6Uon»  in  India,  p.  59. 

lie 
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lie  au6Hon  to  the  bed  bidders,  for  the  lliort  cHAP. 
term  of  three  years.  Needy  adventurers,  with-  ^^J;. 
out  character  or  intjegrity,  outbid  the  old  1766; 
farmers,  who  having  offered  the, utmbft  value 
according  to  a  well  formed  judgment,  were 
obliged  to  relinquifh  the  habitations  they  had 
long  tenanted,  and  the  fields  they  had  long 
cultivated.  The  new  pofleflbra  were  enabled, 
by  the  plunder  of  thofe  whom  they  ejected,  to 
pay  the  firft  year's  rent  according  to  agree- 
ment, but  afterwards  had  neither  the  means 
nor  the  inclination.  The  natives  who  took 
large  trafts  of  land  under  fuch  difadvantage- 
ous  circumftances,  could  not  afford  to  en- 
courage the  inferior  farmers  by  loans  of  money, 
according  to  the  practice  of  former  times  :  and 
without  liich  affiftance,  even  the  implements 
of  hu(bandry  were  wanting.  A  conliderable 
portion  of  the  renters,  incapable  of  fulfilling 
their  engagements,  applied  for  a  difcharge  in 
the  fecond  year,  glad,  by  foregoing  their  whole 
property,  to  obtain  relief  from  their  unprofitable 
contratts.  Thus,  under  a  nominal  increafe  of  j^^  ^^^^ 
revenue,  the  company  fuffered  a  deficiency  of 
realprodu6l;  and  as  the  demands  of  minilhy, 
and  their  fiated  expences,  required  vaft  fup- 
plies,  they  were  obliged  to  impofe  an  unprece- 
dented tax  on  the  bazee  zemen,  or  charity  lands. 

A  BETTER  adminiftration  of  the  territorial  Reformat- 
property  being  indifpenfibly  ncceffary,  a  ftri6l  tcmpied* 
Icrutiny  ^vas  made  into  the  nature  of  feveral 
tenures.  It  was  difcovered,  that  bidders  had 
been  found  for  little  more  than  two  fifths  of  the 
lands,  and  that  the  moft  beneficial  of  thefe 
were  he}d  in  different  names  by  dflScers  of  the 
company,  and  by  Gen  too  agents  afting  clan- 
deftinely  for  Europeans.  The  remander  of  the 
lands  in  the  immediate  tenure  of  the  govern- 

c  c  4  ment. 
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CHAP,  ment,  fell  under  the  care  of  coUedorSy  who  op- 
iJ^^  prefled  the  people,  and  accounted,  in  amoft 
17^6-  diflionoiirable  manner,  to  their  employers.  The 
farmers,  anxious  to  retrieve  fome  part  of  the 
property  M'hich  had  been  taken  from  them  by 
the  hand  of  rapacity,  offered,  on  condition  of  re- 
ceiving a  fmall  proportion  of  the  fpoil,  to  lay 
open  all  the  frauds  of  the  coUeiSlors ;  the  firft 
objeft  of  the  feleft  committee  was  to  remove 
the  oppreffive  and  unjuft  landholders,  and  to 
find  good  tenants  in  their  ftead  ;  this  was 
eafily  accompli Ihed ;  for  even  at  a  bad  feafon, 
fubftantial  natives  were  willing  <to  take  farms 
on  equitable  terms,  confenting  at  the  fame  time 
to  pay  any  general  tax  impofed  on  the  whole 
province.  The  officers  of  government  were 
alfo  obliged  to  relinquifli  the  farms  which 
they  had  cland^ftinely  obtained,  or  to  fore^ 
.  their  offices.  Thus  each  individual  reaped  the 
benefits  of  his  own  labours;  the  lands  became 
highly  cultivated  and  improved,  and  the  net 
receipts  from  the  demefnes  fubjedt  to  thefe 
beneficial  regulations,  were  largely  augmented. 
Difcon-  Thuse  mcalures,  however  wife  and  falutary 

tcnttand  in  thcmfclves,  created  innumerable  enemies  to 
plaintt*  ^^^^  government.  Every  officer  who  returned 
home,  or  correfponded  with  his  friends,  taught 
difappointment  to  affume  the  language  of  plii- 
lanthropy  and  patriotifm,  and,  confidering  him- 
fclf  the  victim  of  reform,  began  to  point  out 
faults  in  the  conduct  of  thole  who  occafioned 
his  complaints.  From  the  reports  of  thefe 
])eople,  and  the  eagerncfs  of  proprietors  to 
realize  advantages  which  they  thought  were 
injurioufly  withheld,  the  dirt6tors  :h^d  been 
driven  to  declare  an  increafed  dividencL 
Difficulties  The  revenues  expected  from  India  would 
^5lll!«,.     in  time  havejuflificd  their  meafures ;  but  fome 

delays 
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delays  were  neceffary :  the  government  of  the  chap. 
Kngliih  was  new,  and  their  acquaintance  with      ^^^^ 


rVJ 


the  territory,  genius,  and  refources  of  the  in*-  176^ 
habitants,  incomplete.  No  leifure  was  allowed 
to  pertefl;  their  knowledge,  or  give  beneficial 
effect  to  their  projef  h.  The  ftated  demands  of 
the  mogul,  the  nabob,  and  the  army,  the  in* 
creafed  dividend  voted  by  the  proprietors,  and 
the  fums  flipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  treafury, 
formed  fuch  a  mafs  of  engagements,  and  re- 
quired fu(*h  eager  and  unremittingexertions  to 
obtain  fupplies,  as,  in  the  end,  proved  highly 
prejudicial :  and  the  difputes  between  the  com- 
pany and  their  fervants  breaking  out  into  mu- 
tual criminations,  aiforded  means  of  cavilling  ^ 
to  the  enemies  of  the  eftablifljment.  The 
great  information  which  was  thus  afforded  of 
their  conduct  and  proceedings,  gave  fo  many 
plaufible  topics  of  cenfure,  th^t  their  defence 
always  failed  of  making  a  due  impreflion; 
and  the  too  great  eagernefs  of  parliament  and 
the  proprietors  to  derive  immediate  advantages 
from  the  acquifitions  in  India,  produced  many 
events  which  moderation  and  temperance  might 
have  prevented. 

Thsse  circumftances  occafioned  a  large  in-  Mifmn. 
veftment  to  be  made  by  the  company,  or  in 
other  words,  large  orders  to  be  lent  for  the 
manufa6):ures  of  the  country,  while  the  price 
was  increafr'd  by  a  competition  with  the  French 
and  Dutch,  who  now  began  to  difpute  a 
priority  and  preference  in  the  market.  The 
method  of  obtaining,  thefe  fupplies  or  inveft* 
ments,  had  hitherto  been  by  conti-afts  with  cer- 
tain merchants,  m  ho  advanced  to  the  labourers 
fuch  fums  as  were  nec^lfary  for  their  fuhfift^nce 
during  the  perfconnance  of  their  t^fks.    Withr 

out 
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CRAP,  out  this  accommoclation,  they  would  often  be 
w?ZL  ^^^We  to  procure  even  the  firll  materials.  The 
17^.  merchants  were  fometimes  not  fufliciently  opu*- 
lent  to  lend  all  the  monies  required  for  thefe 
purpofes,  and  as  the  demands  of  the  company 
were  urgent  and  immenfe,  the  government  at 
Calcutta  thought  it  confiflent  with  their  in- 
tereft  to  afford  thofe  fupplies,  and  enter  into 
contracts  with  the  manufafturers,  whomuft  elfc 
have  remained  unemployed.  This  meafure, 
though  fufliciently  prudent  in  appearance  to 
juftify  the  experiment,  ^ras  not  attended  with 
the  defired  liiccefs.  A  government  feldom 
makes  contrafts  which  are  advantageous  in  the 
detail,  and  frauds  are  praftifed  on  them  with- 
out fcruple,  which  an  individual  would  feel  re* 
?ugnance  in  attempting  towards  his  equal. 
*hus  the  Indian  manufafturers,  after  receiving 
the  fums  advanced  by  the  board,  would,  unlefs 
ftrifily  watched,  felltlie  commodities  for  which 
they  had  contrafted  to  other  perfons.  The  ne- 
ceflity  of  employing  vigilance,  demanded  the 
fervice  of  numerous  gomaftahs,  or  agents ;  and 
thefe  men  were  neceflarily  entrufted  with  ex- 
tenfive  powers,  which  they  often  perverted ;  and 
the  authorities  given  to  prevent  fraud,  became 
afource  of  oppreffion.  The  influence  of  thefe 
agents  proved  fo  deftru6^ive  of  indufli^,  that  the 
bokrd  reverted  to  the  old  practice  of  contrafting 
with  merchants, 
iminenie  The  incrcafing  inveftments  of  Great  Britain 
SoTH^bui.  ^^  other  nations,  together  with  the  China 
lion,  trade,  which  was  at  that  time  intirely  carried 
on  in  bullion,  contributed  greatly  to  drain  Ben- 
gal of  current  fpecie.  In  five  years  next  fuc- 
ctfeding  the  grant  of  the  Dewannee,  the  fums 
exported  by  the  English  conjpany  only, 
amounted  to   one  million  two  hundVed  and 
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eighty-four  thoufand  and  eight  pounds  ft^-  chalK 
ling,  and  from  the  year  1 757  to  the  year  1 766,  J^i^ 
when  a  gold  coinage  was  commenced,  Bengal  tfU. 
had  loft,  by  deficiency  in  the  unufual  imports 
of  bullion,  and  by  the  exportation  of  filver, 
more  than  eight  .millions  fterling.  In  vain  the 
feleft  committee  reprcfented  this  alarming  fa& 
to  the  court  of  directors,  and  requefted  them  to 
find  means  of  alleviating  the  growing  diftrefs : 
the  directors,  aflailed  by  oppofition,  and  urged 
by  government,  were  unable  to  apply  their  at- 
tention to  fo  remote  an  objeA ;  perhaps  too 
they,  like  others,  were  deluded  by  a  belief  in  the 
inexhauftible  riches  of  Bengal,  and  did  not  givfe 
full  credit  to  the  informations  which  reached 
them :  thus  the  exportation  of  bullion  ftill  con- 
tinued. 

To   fupply  the    deficiency   occafioned  by 
this  conftant  drain  on  the  filver  of  Bengal,  ^ 

;  the  feleft  committee  found  it  neceflary  to  efta- 
blifii  a  gold  coinage  for  their  immediate  pur- 
pofes.  But  as  gold  was  not  the  ufual  currency 
of  the  country,  the  habits  and  prejudices  of  the 
natives  oppoled  the  eafy  reception  of  it  in  pay- 
ment: it  could  not  be  made  ufe  of  in  the 
China  trade,  or  exported  to  advantage:  pro- 
per meafures  were  not  taken  toinfure  its  purity, 
and  therefore  it  v;as  often  fufpefted,  and  fre- 
quently much  deteriorated  in  value :  ftill  ne- 
ceffity  inforced  the  ufe  of  it  as  a  circulating 
medium ;  and  the  exchange  always  againft  the 
poffeflbr,  by  its  various  fluftuations  in  different 
parts  of  India,  gave  birth  to  a  dangerous  traflfic, 
which  increafed  the  diftrefs  of  the  company. 
Silver  at  the  fame  time  rofe  in  value,  becaufe  na- 

■  tive'  officiers  M-ere  conftantly  employed  in  pre- 
fer ving  that  coinage  unadulterated,  who  melted 
down  the  rupees  once  in  thr^e  years.     Thus  the 
introdudion  of  golld  coin, '  itiitead  of  facilitat- 
ing 
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CHAPp  inof  Goniroerce,  and  rendering  the  tranfa£tion 
^l:^  of  bufmefs  more  pleafant,  introduced  addi- 
.176^.     tional   inconveniences,   and  engendered  new 

dtfputes. 
BeguU-         Another  regulation  adopted  by  lord  CUve 
•*Ui^^^'^   and  the  feleft  committee,  related  to  the  inland 
toad^        trade.     The  infolence  and  injuftice  with  which 
this  traffic  had  been  conducted,  fomied  a  prin* 
cipal  ground  of  the  quarrel  between  the  council 
and  Mir  Coffim;  and  when,  after  the  arrival  of 
lord  Clive,  the  fele6l  committee  propofed  to  revive 
the  inland  commerce  in  fait,  tobacco,  and  bee* 
tel  nut,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  the  direAors 
expreifed  their  unqualified  difapprobation  of  the 
meafure.     After  the  interchange  of  feveral  let- 
ters on  the  fi\bjeft,  they  agreed  to  permit  it  for 
fome  time,   but   aftenvards  exprefled  a  total 
difapprobation.     By  the  projected  monopolv, 
the  neceffary  article  of  fait  was  reduced  m 
price  to  the  confumer,  while,  great  benefits  ac^ 
•crued  to  government  from  an  augmentation  of 
the  revenue ;  nor  wa^  the  native  expofed  to 
infolence,  injuftice,  or  extortion.  The  fuppofed 
ordinary  effeft  of  monopoly,  that  of  producing 
fcarcity,  was  not  to  be  apprehended  in  this  cafe, 
becaufe  the  advantage  of  the  monopolifts  did 
not  confift  in  raifmg  the  price  of  a  fmall  quan- 
tity, but  in  difperfmg  a  large  quantity  at  a  rea- 
fonablfs  rate.     The  article  could,  without  diffi- 
culty, be  increafed  to  any   amount,  and  the 
greater  the  fale,  tlie  more  ample  was  the  re- 
venue to  government,  and  the  more  abundant 
the  profit  and  the  praife  of  the  council*     To- 
bacco and  beetel  nut,  do  not  appear  fo  much  in 
the  light  of  neccffarics,  but  fuch  is  the  effecl  of 
habit  among  the  Indiaiis,  that  thefe  two  luxu- 
ries are  confidered  no  lefs  indifpenfable  than 
fait,  or  even  food  itfelf.     While  the  monopoly 
.pf  thefe  articles  remained  in  the  ^lands  of  pef- 

lons 
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ibns  appointed  by,  and  under  the  fuperinten-   chap. 
dence  of  the  council ;  while  an  immenfe  capi-   vj^^ 
tal  excluded  all  mean  and  narrow  views ;  the     1766. 
fupplies  were  abundant,  and  the  diftribution 
general  and  eafy :   but  when  the  order  of  the  ^^  ^^^^ 
court  of  directors  arrived  for  the  difcontinu- 
ance  of  this  trade  by  the  council,  it  fell  into 
the  hands  of  individuals,  whofe  interefts  were 
different,  and  whofe  modes  of  conduft  were 
alfo  effentially  diffimilar.     Their  obje6t  was  to 
produce  the  s;reateft  poffible  profit  from  the 
fmalleft  imaginable  capital,  and  thei'efore  to 
take  advantage  of  the  wants  and  dcfires  of  in-^ 
dividuals,  and  even  of  bodies;  to  alarm  by 
faftitious  fcarcities,  and  reduce  the  quantity  of 
all  thefe  Articles,  that  at  a  lefs  expence  in  fu- 
perintendence,  carriage,  and  duties,  they  might 
fecure  an  equal  or  fuperior  return. 

On   receiving  the   company's  orders,  lord  ^^^^  . 
Clive  carefully  excluded  their  fervants  from  i^^  ciive* 
any  fhare  in  a  traffic,  which  he  forfaw  would 
become  a  fource  of  endlefs  iniquities :  he  had  * 
before  relinquiihed  his  fhare  in  the  benefits  of 
the  trade,  and  now  endeavoured  to  reflrain  all 
abufes  which  might  enfue  from  Europeans  em-» 
barking  in  it,   with  too  much  avidity.     His 
efforts  were  net  attended  with  the  defired  fuc-  He  returnt 
cefs ;  but  he  did  not  continue  in  India  to  wit-  ^^^^' 
iiefs  their  failure.      His  health  was  impaired, 
and  his  life  in  imminent  danger  from  a  late  ill- 
nefs.     He  had  completed  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power  the  object  of  his  miffion,  and  returned  jj,r.  176/. 
to  England  not  enriched,   but  five  thoufand 
pounds  lefs  opulent  for  his  expedition.     Mr. 
Verelft  was  for  a  time  his  fucceflTor.'* 

*  For  thele  particahrs  reference  has  been  bad  to  Vcrelfl's  View 
of  the  EnglHh  Government  in  Bengal,  with  the  Appendix  ]  tht 
papers  publiOied  by  authority ;  and  ihs  Hiliory  of  Tranlaflions  la 
India. 

Sooy 
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CH  AP.      Soon  after  lord  Clive's  departure,  hoftilitie^ 

vi^iO   were  again  commenced  between  the  Britilh  and 

'767.     the  natives,    in  confcquence  of  the  intrigues 

of  Hydo-    ^"^  turbulence  of  a  newly  created  potentate. 

Aiiy.  Hyder  Ally,  or  liyder  Naick,  was  fon  of  Fatty 
Naick,  an  officer  of  diftinguiflied  bravery,  who 
commanded  a  thouland  muiket  men  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Abdul  RalTouI  Khan,  nabob  of  Sirpi,  a 
government  bordering  on  the  kingdom  of  My- 
fore.  Fatty  Naick  was  {^ain  in  an  engage- 
ment between  the  nabob  of  Sirpi  and  Cuttu- 
lich  Khan,  fubahof  the  Deccan.  Hyder  Naick, 
thus  left  an  orphan  in  his  earlicft  years,  dif* 
claimed  every  other  purfuit,  and  devoted  him- 
felf  intirely  to  military  duties..  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  he  appeared  in  the  army  of  Carra- 
foree  Nanderauze,  brother-in-law  to  the  king 
of  Myfore,  at  the  head  of  about  three  fcore 
.  men,  and  aflumed  the  name  of  Hyder  Ally. 
The  difcipline  of  his  fmall  troop,  and  his  own 
*  judgment  and  valour,  were  fo  confpicuous,  that 
in  tliree  or  four  years,  he  found  himfelf  enabled 
to  raife  five  hundred  fepoys.  amied  and  equip- 

Eed  in  the  European  manner,  and  two  hundred 
orfe,  with  a  fmall  train  of  artillery.  His  force 
was  lefs  refpedable  in  point  of  numbers,  than 
of  military  fcience ;  they  were  formed  by  his 
own  care,  and  exactly  inftrudied  in  the  Euro- 
pean tactics.  His  activity  and  judgment  in 
ufing  all  the  advantages  with  which  he  -svas 
fupplied  by  fortune,  aided  by  an  ambitious  and 
treacherous  difpofition,  enabled  him,  after  a 
feries  of  contefts,  intrigues,  and  treafons,  to 
depofe  his  fovereign,  and  affume  the  govern- 
ment of  Myfore.  This  event  took  place  in 
1763.  Hyder  Ally,  invefted  with  fovereign 
authority,  purfued  his  conquefts  till  he  added 
feveral  other  demefnes  to  his  ufuiped  territory- 
*  Finding 
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•  Finding  the Britifht power  aftrong  reftraint  CH.i*p^ 
on  the  native  princes,  and  an  iiifunnountahle  yj^^. 
barrier  againfl  his  further  encroachments,  he     .i;^?*. 
refolved  to  excite  all  the  country  powers  whom  S'sJal^gT 
he  could    influence  to  commence  hoftilities;  thcfeog. 
and  began  by  prevailing  on  the  nizam  of  tlie  !|!Jj*  . 
Deccan  to  forego  his  coune6Vion  with  the  com-  ©f  th  "dc^ 
pany,  to  enter  into  alliance  with  him,  and  dc-  caode- 
clare  war  againft  the  Englifh.  ^^^*  '"^' 

This  combination  was  foon  formed,  but  the  Tber  are 
council  of  Madras  were  prepared  to  meet  it  ^^^^^^ 
with  vigorous  oppofition.      Colonel  Smith  was 
detached,  at  the  head  of  a  refpeftable  force,  to 
encounter  the  allies.      He  engaged  them  at  tSATS. 
Errour,  near  Trinomaly,. and,  notwithftanding 
an  immenfe  fuperiority  of  numbers,  anci  the 
perfonal  bravery  and  judgment  of  Hyder  Ally, 
routed  them  with  great  lofs.     The  nizam  of  the  Thenwaai 
Deccan,  no  longer  apprehenfive  of  hiti  ally,  con-  "^^^ 
eluded  a  peace  witn  the  company,  and  ceded  ^^*^ 
to  them  the  Dewannee  of  the  Balagat  Carna* 
tic,  which  included  the  territory  of  Hyder. 

,  But  the  vigour  and  valour  of  that  prince . Capttire of 
were  not  fubdued  by  one  reverie  of  fortune :  |^»ng*- 
he  retired  to  his  own  dominions,  and  prepared 
to  carry  on  a  protra6led  war  in  an  ihacceffible 
country.      The  Englifh  fitted  out  a  fquadron 
from  Bambay  againft  Mangalore,  one  of  Hy- 
der Ally's  principal  fea  ports;  took  the  fort  ^^thp^, 
with  inconfiderahle  lofs,   and  brought  away  1761.    '  ^ 
nine  large  vcflels,  befides  feveral  fmaller,  but 
from  an  injudicious  anxiety  to  retain,  their  ac- 
quifitiony  left  a  few  foldjers  to  garrifon  the  fort, 
who  were  all  fubfequently  caDtnred. 

Colonel  Smith  proceeaed  in  purfuit  of  Errorof 
the  enemy,  but  could  not  brin|2;  him  to  another  *^^  EngUfli 
engagement     He  penetrated  mto  his  country,  ^^"*"' 
topk  feveral  fortrelies^  and  was  advancing  to* 

ward9 
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CHAP.  Arards  tlie  capital,  when  his  attcntioii  was  called 
vi^  to  oilier  objeds  by  a  niafterly  mauoeuvre  of 
176S.  Hydci  Ally.  Tliat  prince  taking  advantage  of 
c^a"of  ^'^^'  ^'  *^**  which  Smith  had  committed,  in  pro- 
HyderAl-  cccding  fo  far  from  his  own  territory,  by  a 
^-  judicious  and  dexterous  plan  of  operations,  got 

between  the  Englith  forces  and  the  Carnatic, 
which  he  ravaged  at  pleafure.     The  conipany's 
troops,  now  obliged  to  turn  their  attention  to  the 
defence  of  their  own  dominions,  and  thofe  of 
their  allies,  abandoned  all  their  conquefts,  and 
haftened   to  meet  Hyder  Ally,    who,  indulg- 
mg  his  ancient  animofity  againft  Mahommed 
Ally  Khan,  nabob  of  Arcot,  was  committing 
unbounded  depredations  in  his  country.    Eager 
to  defend  fo  faithful  and  honourable  an  ad- 
herent of  Great  Britain,    colonel  Smith  ufed 
every  eifort  to  bring  Hyder  to  a  general  en- 
gagement ;  but  that  cantious  adverfary,  juftly 
appreciating  the  fupcriority  of  European  ta^ics, 
would   not    rifk    a  contliel:   no  majority  of 
numbers,  no  advantage  of  opportunity,  could 
for  a  long  time  tempt  him  to  trj^  his  fate  in 
the  field. 
S^'b*^^       At  length  colonel  Wood,  v/ith  a  fmall  de- 
■t  MuU     tachment,  being  repulfed  in  an  attack  on  a  fort 
waggle,      called  Mulwag^le,  Hyder  Avitb  fourteen  thou- 
fand  horfe,  twelve  thoufand  matchlocks,  and 
fix  battalions  of  fepoys,  attempted  to  cut  off 
En  ^     ^^^  retreat.     Although  colonel  Wood  had  only 
inembc-    four  hundred  and  fixty  Europeans,   and  two 
fwwDco-    thoufand  three  hundred  fepoys,  he  felt  no  hefi- 
Wo^  and  tation  in  affailing  the  enemy.     The  engage- 
Hyder  Ai-  mcnt  was  obftinatcly  contefted,  and  lafied  from 
^^'  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  till  five  in  the 

evening.    The  field  was  alternately  won  and 
loft  feveral  times,  but  at  length  the  fuperiority 

of 
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of  Britiflx  difcipline  decided  the  viftory;  and  chap. 
Hyder  Ally  retreated,  leaving  the  ground  co-    J^h^. 
vered  with  dead.      The  EngliHi    loft  a  few    ^768. 
officers,  and  about  three  hundred  privates  were 
killed  and  wounded.     Several  officers  were  alfo 
taken  prifoners,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Hyder  Allt,  undaunted  by  this  defeat, 
again  availed  himfelf  of  his  fuperior  cavalry, 
and  leaving  the  Britifh  army  in  the  Carnatic, 

Proceeded  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Madras, 
'he  prefidency,  fenfible  of  the  ruinous  confe- 
quences  attending  the  warfare,  and  apprized 
that  Hyder  was  forming  an  alliance  with  one  of 
the  Mahratta  princes,  offered  a  negotiation  for 
peace.  The  continuance  of  war  was  not  more 
defirable  to  the  Indian  than  to  the  Englifh ; 
whatever  temporary  fuccefs  might  ciown  his 
arms,  he  was  fenfible  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  make  any  impreffion  on  the  fortreflfes 
of  hiseniemy,  and  that,  while  at  a  diftance  from 
his  own  territories,  he  was  expofed  to  the  dan- 
gers of  infiirrei6iion  and  revolution.  In  his 
treaty  for  peace,  he  difplayed  the  fame  judg- 
ment as  in  the  conduct  of  the  war :  he  refufed 
to  accede  to  apropofed  truce,  for  fifty  days,  . 
which  would  afford  time  for  the  Englifli  to  col- 
left  new  forces ;  but  agreed  to  equitable  con-  . 
dijtions,  when  propofed  within  a  limited  period. 
The  forts  and  places  captured,  were  reftor- 
ed,  and  no  compenfations  received  on  either 
.fide  for  the  expences  of  the  war.  The  treaty 
of  peace  was  attended  with  an  alliance  off  en- 
five  and  defenfive:  ftipulations  were  entered 
.into  for  mutual  aids,  and  a  free  trade  efta- 
bliflied.* 

<  Robfoa^t  Life  of  Hyder  A]]jr.    Tran&aions  in  Indii. 
.      vox.  I.  D  D  T^Uft 
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C  H  AP.       Th08  terminated  a  war  in  which  the  EngliA 
J^Jij   acquired  neither  glory  nor  advantage.     Tlic 
^r<>»-     conduft  of  it  was  rendered  difficult,  ^.nd  the 
t^^^'ortiie  ^ff^^"^  of  flcill  and  valour  were  reftrained,  by  the 
coiiduaof  appointment  of  field  deputies^   an  office  un- 
thc  war.     knoAirn  in  the  Englidi  fervice.     Thefe  deputies 
attended    the  army,    and  regulated  its   mo- 
tions ;  they  were  intereflcd  in  tlie  contrails,  and 
therefore  iiippofed  to  be  more  intent  on  private 
emolument  than  the  public  good;  they  pro- 
tra<!led  the  war,  embarraffcd  the  genius,  and 
reftrained  the  operations  of  the  commanders. 
Many  brave  officers  retired  in  difguft,  feveral 
who  remained  ferved  without  fpirit,  and  fome 
preferring  to  fcek  tlieir  fortunes  in  anotlier  fer- 
vice, went  over  to  the  native  princes.      This 
difguft  and  indifference  proved  of  more  advan- 
tage to  Hyder  Ally  than  numbers,   difcipline, 
or  valour;  it  enabled  him  to  retrieve  his  affairs, 
and  compel  the  Britifh  government  to  fue  for 
peace. 
Cfftatof       The  confequences  of  this  war  were  incal- 
^'**''     culaWy  injurious  to  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany.     The   prefidency    of  Madras,    unable 
alone  to  fupport  the  expences,  were  obliged 
to  draw  on  tlie  council  at  Calcutta  for  Sup- 
plies.    The  money  reniitted  from  Bengal,  dur- 
ing the  depreciation  of  coinage,   occaiioned 
additional  difficulties;  an  immenfe  lofs  enfued 
from  the  inhanced  rate  of  exchange,  and  the 
pofTeffors  of  filvcr  which  could  not  be  adulter- 
ated-were  5  fo  tenacious,    that  very    few  ru- 
pees were    in  circulation.     The  diftrefe  intro- 
duced by  thefe  means  was  fo  great,  that  the  in- 
veftments  could  no  longer  be  made  from  Ma-, 
dras  to  China,  and  the  want  of  fpecie  con- 
curred with  the  dread  of  the  enemy  to  fufpend 
the  labours  of  the  manufa6turers«   In  this  criiis^ 
3     '  anew 
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A  new  fubje£l  of  alarm  arofe  in  Sujah  ul  Dow-   chap; 
lah,  who  was  augmenting  and  difciplining  his    J^i^ " 
forces ;  but  a  deputation  from  the  council  at     i?^*^  " 
Calcutta,   fent  to  examine  into  his  condu6l» 
caiily  induced  him  to  difband  a  great  part  of 
his  troops,  and  enter  into  a  compad  not  to 
iucreafe  them  beyond  a  certain  ftipulated  num« 
ber. 

Great,  alarms  were  excited  in  England  by  Alarm  in 
the  apparent  danger  of  the  company's  affairs ;  EngJa^d. 
thofe  who  recently  contemplated  India  as  a 
never  failing  fource  of  riches,  and  as  a  territory 
fufficiently  opulent  to  provide  for  all  the  exi- 
gences of  Great  Britain,  nowconfidered  it  as 
a  precarious,  and  perhaps  unprofitable  tenure* 
The  diftance  of  the  country,  and  uncertainty 
of  information,  aggravated  the  hprrors  of  ap- 
prehenfion,  and  produced  fenfations  of  defpair. 
India    ftock    fell    in   a  few   days  fixty  per  May  17^9. 
cent    Under  thefe  circumftances, "  the  direftors  tio'n  oHn. 
thought  it  neceffary  to  fend  out  new  cOmmif*  d«  ftock. 
iioners,    whom  they  called  fupervifors,    with  sJ|Ilmr* 
authority  to  examine  and  rediify  the  concerns  ion  ap- 
of  every  department,  and  a  full  controul  over  P^"*«^ 
all  their  fervants  in  India.      This  important 
truft  was  confided  to  three  gentlemen  who  had 
already  filled  high  fituations  in  India;    Mr. 
Vanfittart  and   Mr.  Scrafton   having    diftin* 
guiftiedthemfeives  in  civil  employs,  and  colonel 
Ford  in  the  militaiy  fervice. 

Still  the  ufual  party  difputes  prevailed  in  Dirputesin 
the  India  houfe,  and  great  debates  arofe,  not  hoti?'*'* 
only  on  the  nomination  of  fupervifors,  but  on 
their  powers.    Thefe  differences  were  fcarcely 
terminated,  before  the  proceedings  of  the  court  claim  of 
of  diredors  were  further  embarralfed  by  a  claim  g^venv 
of  the  miniftry,  that  a  fervant  of  the  crown  "**^ 
fliould  be  allowed  to  take  a  principal  ihare  in 
D  D  S  the 
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c  H  AP.  the  direftion  of  their  affairs.     This  demand  was 
s^^   made  in  confequencc  of  an  application  from 
17^9-     the  court  of  direftors  to  government,  to  per- 
mit the  employment  of  a  naval  force  of  two 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  fomc  frigates,  in  their  fer- 
•7th  July.  vice.    This  petition  not  being  immediately  ac- 
ceded to,  was  enforced  by  a  requeft  fandioned 
by  the  whole  body  of  proprietors  at  a  general 
'  court. 
itthAiij.       An  anfwer  was  received  from  lord   Wey- 
Srw-c  ol?"*  mouth,  in  which  be  pointed  out  fome  objec- 
tbc  fubjea.  tions  in  law  to  the  commiffion  of  the  fupervi- 
fors,  and  requefted  that  ft  ihould  be  re-con- 
fidered ;  and  that  the  naval  officers  fent  out  by 
government  Oiould  have  unlimited  power  to 
regulate  all  maritime  affairs^     The  jealoufy  of 
the  court  againil  any  attempt  to  incroach  on 
their  authority,  on  one  Itand,  and  their  dread  of 
lofing  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a 
ftrong  naval  force,  on  the  other,  occafioneil 
numerous  and  violent  debates,  and  a  long  cor- 
refpondencc  between  the  dire6lor8  and  the  fe- 
i?*^g*  crctary  of  ftate.     At  length  a  compromife  was 
juftmcnJ    effe^led,  and  Sir  John  Lindfay,   the  admiral 
appointed  by  government,  failed  for  the  gulph 
of  Perfm,  with  full  powers  to  make  peace  and 
ftid  Aug.    xear  in  Perfia  only.      The  fuperviibrs  departed 

in  a  ihip  belonging  to  the  company. 
Fcrturtwi-       The  allufion  in  the  king's  fpeech,  at  the 
^^'^  clofe  of  the  feflion,  to  the  perturbed  ftate  of  the 
public  mind,  was  ftrongly  founded  in  fad ;  for 
at  no  period  of  hiftory  was  exhibited  in  a  regu- 
lar government,  a  more  general,   audaciousi 
and  clamorous  op]K>(jtion.      Before  the  rifing 
of  parliament,  a  letter  was  received  by  the 
15*  April,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  enumerating 
^'^^^'        fiippofed  incraachments  on    the  liberties  of 
the  people,  and  threateniug  another  revolu- 
tion* 
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tion.*  Every  artifice  was  \ifed  to  increafethe  chap.; 
fury  of  the  public,  and  incite  them  to  make  ^^^ 
the  privilege  of  petitioning,  referved  by  the  ir^s. 
bill  of  rights,  the  means  of  giving  pain  to  the 
king,  and  conveying  fentiments  of  difloyalty 
to  the  foot  of  the  throne.  Among  the  engines 
ufed  to  forward  the  views  of  ikd^ion,  and  keep 
alive  the  irritability  of  the  populace,  was  Allen^ 
the  father  of  the  unfortunate  youth  who  was 
killed  in  the  riot  in  St.  Geoi^e's  Fields.  A 
tomb-ftonewas  ereftcd,  infcribed  on  all  fides 
with  inflammatory  narratives,  verfes,  and  texts 
from  the  holy  fcripture,  defcribing  his  fate 
iA  acrimonious  terms,  and  invoking  ven« 
geance  on  his  murderers.*  The  parent  was 
alfo  indijced.  to  attend  at  St.  James's  with  a 
petition,  which,  in  terms  of  reproach  and  cla- 
morous invedive,  demanded  juftice  againfl; 
**  The  cruel  murderers  of  his  beloved  child, 
^*  whofe  blood  cried  aloud  for  vengeance.'* 

The  rage  of  publifhing  difloyal  proclama-*  MiddWex 
tions,  under  the  form  of  petitions,  was  now  ge-  ptti^wo, 
neraL    The  county  of  Middlefex  took  the  lead 
in  thefe  tranfa6iions.     Fifteen  hundred,  and 
fixty-five  freeholders  figned  a  petition,  which 
was  prefented  to  the  king,  containing  a  feries  »4AMay, 
of  afperfions  on  his  condiid  from  the  period  of 
his  acceflion,  accuiing  the  miniflcrs  of  tre^fon, 
and  praying  for  their  difmiflion.     The  citin  Vmdon 
zensof   London   adopted  a  limilar  meafure,  P«"'*«^«- 
and  made  their  condufl;  ftill  more  confpicuous 
by  altercations   with  the  fecretary  of   ftate, 
and  lord  Huntingdon,  on  points  of  etiquette. 
Their  petition  was  an  abflrad;  of  that  from  the 
pounty  of  Middlefex,  with  fome  additions^  and 

^  G«nt]emsin*t  Magazine*  17^99  p.  ai}* 
«  See  Annual  Rcgifter,  1769,  p.  11^ 
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CHAP,  was  prefented  to  the  king  at  a  levee.     Thfe 
>^l^    dehors  of  Welhninfter  petitioned  for  a  diffolu- 
t76i.     tion  of  parliament,  and  their  example  was  folr 
P^  Juiy-     lowed  by  many  counties,    cities,  and  towns 
throughout  the  kingdom.     Some  few  addrefies 
of  an  oppofite  tendency  were  prefented. 
Pubiict.         Amon  G  the  moft  confpicuous  of  thofe  whom 
junius's     *^^  ^^S^  ^^  political  difcuffion  engaged    in 
Letters,      publications,  was  an  anonjrmous  auuior,  who 
lent  his  produ6iions  to  a  newfpaper,  under  the 
•iftjan.     filature  of  Junius.     His  effaya  commenced 
'^  ^*        with  the  prefent  year,  and,  with  occafional  in- 
terruptions,  continued  till  the  beginning  of 
1 77«.     In  him  the  miniftry  found  a  fevere  and 
formidable  cenfor :  his  information  was  exten- 
five  and  minute,  and  applied  to  many  objects 
which  were  fuppofed  to  be  fecret     He  detailed, 
without  fcruple  or  delicacy,  all  the  fafts  in  his 
poflellion,  and  often  fupplied  a  deficiency  of 
information  by  bold  conjefture  or  fliamelefs 
fifition.     His  writings  were  difitnguiflied  ^by 
energy  of  thought,  perfpicuity  of  ftyle,  felicity 
of  images,  and  brilliancy  of  wit :  but  his  wit 
was  fcurrilous and  malignant;  wounding,  with* 
out  remorfe,  the  honour  of  a  gentieman,  the 
feelings  of  a  father,  and  the  dignity  of  the  fo* 
vereign.     Although  he  made  perfonal  topics 
the  principal  vehicles  of  his  fatire,  his  know* 
ledge  was  not  confined  to  mere  anecdote,  but 
coiLprized  a  general  acquaintance  witk  the 
laws  and  conftitution  of  the  country,  the  hif* 
tory  and  ufages  of  parliament.     Junius  was 
long  the  admiration  of  England,  but  perhaps 
bis  talents  were  too  highly  valued.      Many 
)olitical    iivriters    before    him   had    pqflciTeq 
lis  advantages;    and  whatever  opinion  may 
lave   been  ftudioufly  diffufed   refpefting  bis 
;  knowledge,  wi^  and  doquence,  in  thefe  requi- 

files 
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fites  he  dkl  not  excel  the  great  party  cham-  chap. 
pions  of  the  late  reign,  Bolingbroke,  Pulteney,  ^^ 
and  Chefterfield.  The  fecrecy  in  which  he  i769« 
eftfcclually  involved  his  real  perfon,  was  highly 
advantageous  to  him  as  a  writer.  It  furniilied 
him  with  th^  opportunity  of  declaring  fuch  fen- 
timenta  as  would  be  agreeable  to  the  public. 
Without  reference  to  any  opinions  he  might 
previoufly  have  entertained,  and  enabled  him 
to  aflail  men  in  every  rank  and  condition  of 
life,  without  poffibility  of  retaliation^  or  dread 
of  inquiry.  Thofe  who  anfwered,  prefented 
a  full  mark  to  his  affaulbi,  and  their  prin-^ 
ciples,  manners,  profellions,  and  eveiv  their  ha* 
bits,  were  unfparingly  attacked,  while  he  re* 
Hiained  ippaflive  to  reproach,  and  exempt  from 
the  neceflity  of  defence,  Perhaps  too,  much 
of  the  cunofity  and  eagernefs  with  which  his 
publications  were  received,  refulted  from  this 
circumitaqce,  A  feries  of  fatires  prefented  for 
fo  long  a  period,  from  one  pen,  would  have 
ceafed  to  excite  regard,  had  any  circuuiftance 
refpe6ling  the  author  been  known.  Thofe 
who  by  hi^  converlation  gould  have  leafned 
his  fentiments,  by  his  conne6tions  could  have 
divined  his  motives,  or  from  his  puifuits  have 
explored  his  ineans  of  mformation,  would  foan 
liave  becqn^e  languid  readers,  and  the  fenfa-s 
tion  of  indifference,  fpreading  from  feveral 
quarters,  would  have  extended  to  a  general 
difregai'd,  perhaps  to  contempt.  Even  with  all 
the  advantages  he  pofleffed,  Junius,  in  order  to 
ftimulate  the  public  curiofity,  was  pccafionally 
compelled  to  aflume  a  tone  of  brutal  ferocity, 
which  reduped  his  compofitions  to  a  level  with 
thofe  of  the  moll  profligate  libellers,  and  fanc- 
tioned  the  imputation  of  a  motive  for  conceal- 
ment, very  remote  from  an  honourable  love  of 
^xecdo^a  in  the  declaration  of  his  opinions. 

p  p  4  Anxiov*^ 
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XVI. 

1769. 
99th  Dec. 
Hit  libel 
on  the 
lung. 


Beck,  ford 
eleaed  lord 
mayor. 


ft9th  Sept. 


loth  0€k. 


AfFairt  of 
ffciacd. 
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ANxiousto  gratify  to  the  utmoft  that  liceB"> 
tious  difpofition  on  which  the  fuccefs  of  his  pro* 
cIu6tions  in  a  great  meafure  depended,  this 
writer  thought  fit  to  addrefs  to  the  public, 
through  his  accuftomed  channel,  a  moft  viru- 
lent attack  on  the  perfon,  conduct,  and  govern- 
ment of  the  king,  and  threatened  general  dif- 
fatisfadion,  rebellion,  and  revolution,  as  the 
refultof  the  prefent  meafures.  By  this  letter, 
tlie  printer,  and  feveral  others  who  re^pubr 
1  idled  it,  incurred  the  penalties  of  the  law ; 
but  the  popularity  of  the  author  was  not  dimi- 
nilhed  by  the  audacity  which  impelled  him  to 
the  verge  of  treafon. 

With  a  view  to  embarrafs  government,  the 
city  of  London  refolved  again  to  nominate 
Beckford  lord  mayor.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  prevent  his  eledion,  by  referring  to  fome 
bye  laws  of  the  corporation,  paffed  in  the  reigna 
of  Henry  VI  and  Henry  VIFI,  by  which  it  waa 
declared  that  the  fame  perfon  could  not  ferve 
the  office  of  lord  mayor  twice  within  feven 
yeai"s;  but  this  objection  was  overruled  by 
precedents :  Beckford  declining  the  propofed 
honour,  was  clamoroufly  urged  by  the  livery, 
arid  at  length  agreed  to  accept  it  Lord  Hoi- 
land,  M'ho  had  been  grofsly  refle&ed  on,  in 
the  late  petition  of  tne  liverj^  to  the  king, 
wrote  to  the  late  lord  mayor,  requeftin^  to 
knpw  the  author  of  the  afperfion:  the  hvery 
now  pafled  refolutions  avowing  the  intention 
to  apply  thofe  accufations  to  lord  Holland, 
and  recommending  to  theiy  repr^fentatives  tQ 
procure  hjs  impeachment. 

Whil?  fuch  v?ts  the  temper  of  the  public 
mind  in  England,  Ireland  was  not  more  tran- 
quil or  contqited ;  the  ofilennial  aci,  from 
which  fo  many  beneficial  cfFed^  were  expeiSed^ 
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WM  no  longer  an  objeft  of  exultation  than  chap. 
'while  it  was  recent.    The  great  expences  at-   yj^^i^ 
tending  elections  were  feverely  felt;  the  con-     ^7^9* 
ftant  refidence  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  Mhich 
now  firft  became  a  part  of  his  duty,  gave  of- 
fence to  many  who  found  their  power  and  in- 
fluence diminiflied,   and   a  ftrong  oppofition 
vas  fpeedily  formed.     The  addrefles,  in  anfwer  17th  oa. 
to  the  fpeech  on  opening  the  feffiun  of  parlia-  ^JJf^*^ 
liament,  were  loyal,  and  voted  without  much  itiiiitnj 
oppofition  in'eitner  houfe.  Encouraged  by  this  ^^^^^»^ 
appearance,  government  ventured  to  attempt 
augmenting  the  military  eftablifhment  from 
twelve  thoufand  to  fifteen  thoufand  two  hun:^ 
dred  and  thirty-five  men.     The  battalions  on 
theBritith  eftablifhment  confided,  at  this  period, 
of  five  hundred  and  twenty-nine  men  each; 
thofe  on  the  Irifh  eftabli(hment,  of  no  more 
than    three  hundred  and  twenty  eight.      In 
confequence  of  this  difproportion,  whenever  an 
,  Irifh  regiment  was  ordered  on  foreign  fervice, 
it  became  neceflary,  previoufly  to  its  depar- 
'  ture,  to  complete  its  numbers  by  drafts  from 
other  Irifli  regiments ;  a  mode  of  proceeding 
equally  mortitying  and  difpiriting  to  the  offi- 
cer and  the  private,  and  extremely  detrimental 
to  the  fervjce.     To  remedy  this  inconvenience, 
it  wa5  now  propofed  to  decreafe  the  numbers 
on  the  Britiih,  and  augment  thofe  on  the  Irifli, 
efiablifliment.      By  the  n^w  plan,  inftead  of 
thirty  battalions  of  infantry,  twenty-feven  only 
were  to  be  maintained  :  five  in  their  turn  were 
to  be  always  employed  on  foreign  fervice ;  the 
remaining  twenty-two,  which,  together  w;th 
the  cavalry,  would  amount  to  twelve  thou- 
fand men,   were  to  remain  for  the  protec- 
tion  of  Ireland.     It   was   alfo  propbfed   to 
fiflabli^  ^  regular  rotation  of  tl^e  infantry,  m^io 

Ihould 
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CHAP,  fhould  relieve  each  other  in  their  refpedtve 
J^j^   fituatious  throughout  the  king's   dominions. 
i76f.     A   bill  to  this  effe6l  had  been  brought  into  a 
former  parliament,  but  mifcarried :  itnowcamd 
recommended  by  an  earneft  melfage  from  the 
lord  lieutenant,  and  although  a  ftrong  oppofi- 
tion  was  ftill  made,  ultunately  paifed. 
Monty  bill      In  another  effort  the  oppofition  party  was 
tejeaed,     niorc  fucccfsful:  a  money  bill  had,  according 
to  the    ufage  eftabliihed  for  near  four-fcore 
years,  originated  and  been  framed  in  the  privy 
council.     It  was  returned  from  England  under 
the  great  feal,  and  read  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
^ft  Not.     nions.     On  the  fecond  readings  the  bill  was  re- 
jeded,  after  a  ftrenuous  debate/  and  the  reafon 
expiefsly  affigned  by  the  houfe  was,  its  not  hav- 
ing originated  with  them.    Yet  to  (hew,  as  they 
faid,  that  they  x^erc  not  aduated  by  a  famous 
or  innovating  fpirit,  they  liberally  and  uncon- 
ditionally provided  for  the  exigencies  of  go- 
vernment     The    rt;je6led    bill  only  fupplied 
three  months  expenditure ;  but  they  pafl'ed  an 
aA  which  allowed  a  fund  for  two  years,  and 
amounted  to  two  million    one  hundred  and 
fixty-eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty** 
one  pounds. 
Lord  lieu-      Tjiis  procccding  did  not  atone  to  the  lord 
tcnani'5      lieutcnaut  for  the  invafion  of  the  royal  autho*. 
»6ih  Dec.   1  ity  by  the  reiedion  of  the  former  bill.     In  a 
fpeech  to  both  noufes,  after  returning  tlianks  for 
the  ample  fupplies,  he  condemned,  in  terms  of 
ftrong  reproach,  the  rejection  of  the  money  bill 
fent  from  the  privy  council,  and  aflfcrted  that  they 
had  violated  the  law,  and  int^-enched  u|>on  th^ 
juft  rights  of  the  croM^n  ;  he  made,  in  full  par- 
liament, a  proteft  againft  the  refolution  of  the 
commons,  by  whicti  they  claimed  that  money 

f  9^  to  71, 
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bills  fliould  originate  with  them ;  requefting  chap. 
the  clerk  of  the  houfe  of  lords  to  read  his  pro-   J^Ji^j 
teft,  and  that  it  ihould  be  entered  on  the  jour-     1769- 
nals  of  the  lower  houfe. 

ThE  lord  lieutenant's  difpleafure  was  not  Proceed- 
unknown  before  he  declared  it  in  parliament,  *"5«  there- 
and  both  houfes  prepared  to  meet  it  with  ade-  ^"* 
quate  refinance.     In  the  houfe  of  lords  a  mo- 
tion wa^  made,  that  direftions  be  given  to  the 
fpeaker,  not  to  fuffer  a  proteft  of  any  perfon, 
who  was  not  a  lord  of  parliament,  to  be  entered 
on  the  journals.     But  the  queftion  was  over- 
ruled by  a  large  majority,  and  confequently  the    ^ 
lord  lieutenant's  proteft  was  recorded.     At  the  Proroga- 
conclufion  of  his  fpecch,  the  parliament  was  ir^JJ^^L'^*!* 
prorogued  ;  but  the  commons,  on  returning  to  Uamcnt. 
their  own  houfe,  forbad  their  clerk  to  enter  the 
Ipeech,  w^hichthey  had  juft  heard,  on  the  jour- 
nals,   as  it  implied  a   proteft  againft  a  pro- 
ceeding in  which  they  were  determined  to  per- 
fevere. 

The  fudden  prorogation  of  parliament  at  a  inconve* 
period  when  they  had  done  no  bufmefs,  except  ^^^;^ 
voting  fupplies  to  government,  excited  much  Auv. 
rcfentment     The  temporary  laws   which  re- 
.  lated  to  fo  many  important  objefts  were  all  ex- 
pii*ed,  and  the  regulations  of  trade,  the  public 
lecurity,  the  fupply  of  the  capital,  and  the  pub- 
lic charters,  were  left  in  an  unprovided  llate : 
confiernation,    diftrefs,    and   difcontent  were 
loudly  exprefled  in  all  quarters,  and  the  whole 
kingdom  was  in  confufion  and  diforder. 
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CHATTER   THE   SEVENTEENTH: 
1770. 

Meeting  of  parliament,  —  King's  Jpeech.  — 
Addrefs  oppofed  by  lord  Chatham.-^ Sup^ 
ported  by  lord  Maniijield.  —  Lord  Chatham's 
reply.  —  Speech  of  lord  Camden.  —  Addrefs 
oppofed  in  the  houfe  of  eommofis  —  but  car^ 
ried,  —  Second  debate.  —  Strength  ofcppofi^ 
tion.  —  Conduct  of  lord  Camden  —  his  dif 
viijffion.  —  Mr.  Yorhe  appointed  lord  chan- 
cellor —  his  death  —  and  character.  —  Great 
fcal  put  in  comnnlJion.  —  Motion  in  the  lords 
for  a  committee  on  the  fate  of  the  nation.  — 
The  marquis  of*  Rockingham's fpeech .  —  An^ 
fxccr  of  the  duke  of  Grafton.  —  Lord  Chat^ 
ham*  •—  Total  change  ff  minijfry.  -^  Lord 
North's  miyiijiry.  —  State  of  the  nation  de^ 
bated  in  the  houfe  of  commons -r^  in  the 
hotfe  of  lords.  —  Committee  dijfolved.  — 
Motion  of  the  earl  of  Marchmont^  affirming 
that  the  hoife  of  lords  had  no  right  to  inters 
fere  in  the  decifons  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
—  Supported  by  lords  Mansfeld  and  Eg^ 
mont.-^ Oppofed  by  lord  Chatham,'^  Alter- 
cation refpeciing  the  official  conduct  of  lord 
Camden! —  Vindicated  by  lord  Chatham.  — 
^^Lo7d  Marchmonfs  motion  carried^  —  Bill 
for  regulating  the  confequences  of  expulfon 
-T^mthdraun.'-^  Turbulence  of  the  city  of 
London.  —  Proceedings  of  the  common  cquur 
cil  and  livery.  —  Iheir  remonjirance  to  the 
king.  —  Delivered  to  him  on  the  throne.  — r 

.  His  anfcer.  —  Proceediiigs  in  parliamen t.  *^ 
Addrejs  of  both  houfes.  —  Remonfrances  of 
Wcfminjier  and  Middle fex.  —  Wilkes  libera 
(ited^r^Lord  Chathqm^s  bill  for  reverfng 
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the  decijion  bf  the  houfe  of  commons  in  his 
cafe.  —  Debates  on  it  —  Rejected.  —  Lord 
Chatham's  motion  on  the  anfwer  to  the  Lon^ 
don  remonfirance.'^  Debate.  —  Motion  re- 
jected.  '^Lord  Chatham's  motion  for  a  dif- 
folution  of  parliament.-^ Rejected.  — Mr. 
Dowde/weirs  motion  to  difjualify  revenue 
officers.^-^  Rejected. — Law  for  annulling  the 
protections  granted  by  peers  to  their  fen  ants. 
-^  Lord  Mansfield's  Jpeech  in  fupport  of  the 
meafure.  —  Mr.  Grenville's  bill  for  deciding 
petitions  on  controverted  elections.—' Inquiry 
into  the  civil  li/i.-^  Petition  from  American 
merchants. — Repeal  of  duties j  except  on  Tea. 
— Debatei^'^Actpaffed. — Motion  for  papers 
*^for  examination  of  the  inji ructions  to  go- 
pernors.  —  Motions  in  the  lords.  —  Proro-^ 
gation. 

tirnEN  the  Britifh  parliament  aflembled,  tlie   CHAP, 
:    king,  in  his  fpeech,  mentioned  the  affliftion    ^^Ijj^ 
he  felt  at  being  obliged  to  acquaint  them  that  ^"^  /*»• 
the  diftreffes  of  the  fubjeA  were  likely  to  be  MMtingof 
augmented  by  a  diftemper,  which  had  recently  pwiiamenu 
appeared  among  tlie  horned  cattle* ;  but,  by  the 
advice  of  the  privy  council,  he  had  ufed  his 
beft  efforts  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  contagion. 
lie  obferved  that  the  great  burthens  already 
impofed  on  his  lubjefts,   by  the  neceffity  of 
bringing  the  late  war  to  a  profperous  conclu- 
fion,  made  him  vigilant  to  prevent  the  prefent 
difturbanccs  in   Europe,    from   extending    to 
thofe  places  where  the  fccurity,  honour,  and 
interett  of  this  nation  might  make  it  neceflary 
for  him  to  become  a  party ;  and  that  he  had 
great  hopes  of  maintaiaiing  the  country  in 

*    •  This  fpeech  was  unCparingly  ruiictileJ  in  tlie  public  printij  and 
tbe  feflion  wu  nkk-uamej  the  banudcatthjej/ion* 
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CHAP,  peace.     He  adverted  with  regret  to  the  diflatis-* 
[yJ^^    taftions  rtill   prevailing  in  America,  and   the 
1770*     combinations  tending  to  deftroy  the  commercial 
connection  between  the  colonies  and  the  mo- 
ther-country.    In  conclufion  he  recommended 
both  houies  to  avoid  heats  and  animofities,  and 
cultivate  a   fpirit  of  hirmony;  which  would, 
above  all  things,   contribute  to  maintain,   in 
their  proper  luftre,  the  ftrengtli,  reputation,  and 
profperity  of  tlie  country,  "and  ftrengthen  the 
attachment  of  the  fubjed  to  that  excellent 
conftitution  of  government  from  which  they 
derived  fuch  diftinguifhed  advantages. 
Thead-  LoRD  CHATHAM,  who  was  now  fufficicntly 

**'fedir'  recovered  to  attend  his  duty  in  parliament^ 
Crd  ciit-  oppofed  the  addrefs.  He  obferved,  that  his 
age  and  infirmities  would  have  formed  a  fuffi- 
cient  excufe,  if  he  had  continued  in  retire- 
^  ment^  and  never  again  taken  a  part  in  public 
affairs;  but  the  alarming  ftate  of  the  na- 
tion forced  him  once  more  to  come  forward, 
and  execute  that  duty  which  he  owed  to  his 
God,  his  fovereign,  and  his  country;  and 
which  he  was  determined  to  perform  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life.  He  gave  his  approbation  to 
the  prudent  meafures  taken  with  refpeft  to  the 
diftemper  among  cattle,  and  avowed  his  opi- 
nion that  there  was  a  power,  in  fonie  degree  ar- 
bitrary, with  which  the  crown  was  intrufted  by 
the  conftitution,  fuch  as  he  had  himfelf  exer- 
cifed  to  fave  the  people  from  ftarving. 

With  this  obfervation  lord  Chatham's  appro- 
bation of  the  meafures  of,  government  ended. 
He  difapproved  of  the  peace,  and  averred  it  had 
been  made  fo  iraprovidently,  as  to  leave  the 
country  without  a  fmgle  ally :  from  this  cir- 
cumftance  we  had,  during  a  peace  of  feven 
years,  been  continually  on  the  verge  of  war. 

France, 
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France,  on  the  other  hand,  had  carefully  cul-  chap, 
tivated  her  alliances,  efpecially  Spain,  and  that  xvii,  ^ 
thus  the  nvhole  houfe  of  Bourbon  was  united  * 

MHthin  itfelf;  and  fupported  by  the  clofeft  con- 
nections with  the  principal  powers  in  Europe. 

But  however  important  might  be  the  con- 
iideration  of  foreign  affairs,  he  confidered  th* 
domefiic  iituation  of  the  country  as  demand- 
ing ftill  greater  attention.  He  lamented  the 
unhappy  meafures  which  had  divided  the  co- 
lonies from  Great  Britain,  and  which  he  feared 
had  drawn  them  into  unjuftifiable  exceffes.  But 
as  the  houfe  had  no  documents  on  this  fubjedi, 
he  could  not  concur  in  calling  their  proceed- 
ings unwarrantable :  to  ufe  fuch  an  expreffiou 
was  paffing  fentence  without  hearing  the  caufe, 
or  being  acquainted  with  the  fa6ls.  The  dif- 
cpntent  of  two  millions  of  people  defer ved 
confideration^  and  the  foundation  of  it  Ihould 
be  removed ;  but  we  fliould  be  cautious  how 
we  invaded  the  liberties  of  any  part  of  our 
fellow  fubjeds,  however  remote  in  (ituation,  or 
unable  to  make  refiftance.    The  Americans  had 

Eurchafed  their  liberty  at  a  dear  rate,  fince  they 
ad  quitted  their  native  land,  and  gone  to  feek 
it  in  a  defcrt. 

His  lordfliip  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  the 
parts  of  the  addrefs  already  adverted  to,  bore 
no  comparifon  in  point  of  intereft  to  thofe 
which  remained.  There  never  'was  a  tim^ 
when  the  unanimity  recommended  by  the  king 
was  more  necelfary :  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
houfe  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  notori- 
ous diffatisfa6lion  exprefled  by  the  whole  Eng- 
lifli  nation,  to  ftaie  them  to  their  fov^ereign, 
and  to  give  him  their  bed  advice  in  what  man- 
ner he  ought  to  aft.  The  privileges  of  the 
houfe  of  lordS;  however  tranfccndent,  however 

appropriate 
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CHAP,  appropriate  to  them,  ilood,  in  fact,  on  the  broad 
y^Hj  bottom  of  the  people.  The  rights  of  the  greateli 
X770-  and  meanell  fubjects  had  the  fame  foundation, 
the  fecurity  of  the  law,  common  to  all.  It  was 
therefore  their  higheil  intereft,  as  well  as  their 
duty,  to  watch  over  and  guard  the  people  ;  fur 
when  the  people  had  loft  their  rights,  thofe  of 
the  peerage  would  foon  become  iufiguificant. 
*'  Be  alfured,  my  lords,'*  he  continued,  "  that 
"  in  whatever  part  of  the  empire  you  fufter 
"  flavcry  to  be  eftablilhed,  whether  it  be  in 
"  America,  in  Ireland,  or  at  home,  you  will 
"  find  it  a  difeafe  which  fpreads  by  contad, 
"  and  foon  reaches  from  the  extremities  to  the 
**  heart.  The  man  who  has  loft  his  own  free- 
"  dom,  becomes  from  that  moment  an  inftru* 
"  ment,  in  the  hands  of  an  ambitious  prince,  to 
"  deftroy  the  freedom  of  others."  He  theii 
affirmed  that  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl  wa« 
invaded  not  only  in  the  provinces,  but  at 
home.  The  people  were  loud  in  their  com- 
plaints, and  would  never  return  to  a  ftate  of 
tranquillity  till  they  obtained  redrefs :  nor 
ought  they ;  for  it  were  better  to  perilh  in  a 
glorious  contention  for  their  rights,  than  to 
purchafe  a  flavilh  tranquillity  at  the  expence  of 
a  (ingle  iota  of  the  conftitution.  He  had  no 
doubt  the  univerfal  difcontent  of  the  natioa 
arofe  from  the  proceedings,  againft  Wilkes,  and 
therefore  moved  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs^ 
purporting,  that  "  the  houfe  would  with  all 
*'  convenient  fpeed  take  into  confideration  the 
"  caufes  of  the  prevailing  difcontent,  and  par- 
.**  ticularly  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of 
"  commons,  touching  the  incapacity  of  John 
**  Wilkes ;  tliereby  refufing  (by  a  refolution  of 
*'  one  branch  of  the  legillature  only)  to  the 
**^  fubjebt  his  common  right,  and  depriving  the 

"  eledors 
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^*  electors  of  Middlcfex  of  their  free  choice  of  a  chap. 
^'  reprefentativc."  jl^ 

Lord  M  axsfield  oppofed  the  amendment.      1770* 
lie   had  never  delivered  an  opinion  on  the  ^y^i*^"^** 
legahty  of  the  proceedings  in  the  houfe  of  MamfieW* 
commons  on  the  M iddlefex  eleftion,  noi*  fhould 
he,    whatever   cxpecilations  n^is^ht  be  formed, 
now  declare  his  fentiments.     They  were  locked 
up  in  his  own  breail,  and  ihould  die  with  him  : 
he  wiihed  to  avoid  fpeaking  on  the  fubjeA;  but 
the  motion  was  of  a  nature  fo  extraordinaiy 
and  alarming,  as  to  preclude  the  poflibility 
f>f  his  remaininor  filent.     He  acknowlcds^ed  the" 
diftrafted  ftate  of  the  nation  ;    but  was  happy 
with  a  fafe  confcience  to  affirm,  that  it  could 
in  no  refj>cct  be  attributed  to  him.     Declara- 
tions of  law  made  by  either  houfe  of  parlia-" 
ment  were  always  attended  M^ith  bad  effefts  i 
he  conftanlly  oppofed  them  when   he  had  an 
op|)ortunity,  and  never  in  his  judicial  capacity 
thought  himfelf  bound  to  honour  them  with 
the  ilighteft  regard.      He  confidered  general 
warrants  illegal,  or  rather  no  warrants  at  all, 
but  was  forry  the  houfe  of  commons  fhould 
declare  it  by  their  vote.     Had  they  been  de- 
clared legal,  the  courts  at  Weftminfter  would 
have  adjudged  otherwife,  arid  thus  the  vote 
of  the  houfe  would  have  been  treated  M'ith  dif- 
refpeci. 

He  fliewed  the  diftin^tion  between  general 
declarations  of  law,  and  particular  decifions 
which  might  judicially  be  made  by  either  houfe, 
on  a  cafe  regu larly  fubmitted  U>  their  difcuffion, 
and  properly  thefubiec*^  of  their  jurifdiftion.  A 
tjueftion  relating  tothe  feat  of  one  of  their  mem- 
bers, could  only  be  determined  by  tliat  houfe; 
nor  was  tliere  aii  appeal  from  their  <lecifion. 

vo^.  u  X  E  Wherever 
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CHAP.  WhercTcr  a  court  of  juftice  is  fupreme,   and 
^}^    their  fentence  final,  as  was  the  cafe  of /the 
x7;o.     houfe  of  commons,  in  matters  of  ele&ion,  the 
tietermination  of  that  court  muft  be  received 
and  fubmitted  to  as  the  law  of  the  land;  for 
if  there   be  no  appeal   from  a  judicial   fen- 
tence, where  fliall  tnat  fentence  be  queftioned,. 
or  how  can  it  be  reverfed  ?    He  avoided  en- 
tering  into  the  merits  of  the  late  decifion, 
from  a  conviction  that  the  lords  had  no  right 
to  inquire  into,  or  difcufs  the  fubjeft.     Tlie 
amendment   threatened  the    moft   pernicious 
tonfequences  to  the  nation,  as  it  manifeiily 
violated  every  form  and   law  of  parliament, 
was  a  grofs  attack  on  the  privileges  of  the 
houfe  of  com^ions,    and  inltead  of  promot- 
ing that  hannony  which  the  king  had  recom- 
mended, mull  inevitably  throw  the  whole  coun- 
try into  a  flame.     There  never  was  an  inftance 
of  the  lords  inquiring  into  the  proceedings  of 
tlie  houfe  of  commons  with  refpe6t  to  their 
own  members ;  much  lefs  of  their  alTuming  a 
right  to  cenfure,  or  advifmg   the  crown  to 
notice  fuch  proceedings. 

The  amendment  would  inevitably  occafiou 
a  quarrel  between  the  two  houfes,  or  between 
tjie  king  and  the  commons.  If  the  lower  houfe 
had  afted  wrong,  that  wrong  would  not  be.  re- 
paired by  the  lords  committing  a  ftill  greater 
error.  Their  proceedings  would  in  fa6t  be  no 
lefs  inefledual  than  irregular;  for  fuppofmg 
the  king  flioulddiflblve  the  parliament,  which 
he  prefumed  to  be  the  true  object  of  the  amend- 
ment, the  next  houfe  of  commons,  if  they 
knew  any  thing  of  their  own  privileges,  or  of 
the  laws,  would  undoubtedly,  on  the  firil  day 
of  the  feflion,  declare  the  proceedings  a  vio- 

la^on 
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Isdion  <^  the  rights  of  the  commons.     In  a6t-  chap. 
ing  otherwife,  ttiey  would  fhamefully  betray    J^J^j 
their  conftituents  and  themfelves.     In  cori-     »r7«^ 
clufion,   he  objected    to  the  amendment^  as 
irregular  and  unparliamentary,  pregnant  with 
pemicioojs  confe(|uences,  and  not  calculated 
to  produce  any  (ingle  advantage. 

Lord  Chatham  began  his  reply  by  extol-  lord 
ling  the  ufe  of  common  fenfe,  in  oppoiitiott  to  j^*-''^'* 
fiibtilty  and  ingenious  refinement.     He  com-       ^* 
plained  that  the  meaning  of  his  amendment 
nad  been  totally  mifreprefented,  and  dented 
having,  either  in  the  amendment  Or  in  difcourfe, 
faid  one  word  touching  the  merits  of  the  Mid-^ 
dlefex  eleftion. 

"  The  conftitution  of  the  country,"  hd 
obferved,  "  has  been  openly  invaded  in  faft ; 
*^  and  I  have  heard,  with  horror  and.  afto- 
•'  niihment,  that  invafion  defended  upon 
•*  principle.  What  is  this  myfteriou?  power^ 
'*  undefmed  by  law,  unknown  to  the  fubjedi 
*•'  which  we  muft  not  approach  without  leave, 
'**  nor  fpeak  of  without  reverence,  which  no 
^'  man  may  quefiion,  and  to  which  all  men 
"  muft  fnbmit?  I  thought  the  flavifli  dodlrine 
"  of  paffive  obedience  had  long  fince  been  ex- 
*  -  ploded ;  and,  when  our  kings  wpre  obliged 
"  to  confefs  their  title  to  the  crown,  and  th6 
**  rule  of  their  government,  had  no  other 
"  foundation  than  the  known  laws  of  the  land, 
"  I  never  expefted  to  hear  a^divine  right,  or  a 
*'  divine  infallibility,  attributed  to  any  other 
"  branch  of  the  legiflature.  Power  without 
*^  right  is  the  moft  odious  and  deteftable  ob-^ 
*^  je€t  that  can  be  offered  to  the  human  imagi-^ 
^' nation  t  it  is  not  only  pernicious  to  thofi^ 
*^  who  ai!e  fubje£t  to  it,  but  tends  to  its  own 
'^  deftru&ion^  It  is  what  Lyttelton  has  truly 
E  E  a  "  defcribed 
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CH  AP. '**  defOribed  it,  res  detejiabills  et  caduca.--^ 
jcyu^  ic  J  acknowledge  the  jidi  power,  and  reverence 
»77o»  **  the  conftitution  of  the  houfe  of  commons* 
*'  For  their  own  fukes,  I  would  prevent  their 
*'  alTuming;  ajurifdidion  which  the  conftitution 
**  has  denied  them,  left,  by  grafping  at  an  autho- 
**  rity  to  which  they  have  no  right  they  iliould 
"  forfeit  that  which  they  legally  pofiefs.  But  I 
*'  affirm  they  have  betrayed  their  conftitucnt5, 
*^  and  violated  the  conftitution.  Under  pretence 
"  of  declaring  the  law,  they  have  made  a  law, 
"  and  united  in  the  fame  perfons  the  offices  of 
"  legHlator  and  judge." 

Ills  lordlliip  then  diftinguiihed  between  the 
legillative  and  jurifprudcntial  functions  of  the 
houfe  of  commons.  He  denied  they  had  a 
fupreme  jurifdiciion,  or  that  their  decilion  muft 
be  received  and  fubmitted  to,  as,  ipfo  faBo^ 
the  law  of  the  land.      "  The  noble  lord  afluiea 

V  us  he  knoMvs  not  in  what  code  the  law  of  par- 

V  liament  is  to  -be  found ;  that  the  houfe  of 
"  commons,  when  they  aft  as  judges,  have  no 
*'  law  to  dire<5t  them,  but  their  own  M'ifdom; 
''  their  decilion  is  law ;  and  if  they  determine 
"  wrong,  the  fubjeft  has  no  appeal  but  to 
*'  heaven.  What  then,  are  all  the  generous 
"  efforts  of  our  anceftors,  are  all  thofe  glo- 
"  rious  contentions,  Ijy  which  they  meant  to 
"  fecure  to  themfelves,  and  tranfmit  to  their 
"  pofterity,  a  known  law,  a  certain  rule  of  liv- 
*' ing,  reduced  to  this  conclufion,  that  inftead 
"  of  the  arbitrary  power  of  a  king,  we  muft 
"  fubmit  to  the  arbitrary  power  of  a  houfe  of 
"  commons  ?  If  this  be  true,  what  benefit  do 
"  we  derive  from  the  exchange  ?  Tyranny, 
'^is  deteftable  in  every  fhape,  but  m  none  lo 
"formidable  as  where  it  is  aflumed  and  ex- 
"  ercifed  by  a  number  of  tyrants.     But,  tliis 
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^  is  not  the  fa6>,  this  is  not  the  conftitution;   chap, 

*'  we  have   a  law  of  parliament,  we  have  a    ^^i^ 

"^^  code,  in  which  every  honeft  man  may  find  it.      1770. 

**  We  have  Magna  Charta,  we  have  the  Sta- 

''  tute  Book,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights.     The  peo- 

*'  pie  when  they  choofc  their  reprefentatives, 

*'  never  mean  to  convey  to  them  the  power  of' 

**  invading  the  rights   or   trampling  on   the 

*^  liberties  of  tbofe  whom  they  reprefent.    What 

*'  fccurity  would  they  have  for  their  rights,  if 

**  once  they  admitted  that  a  court  of  judicature 

"  might  detcnnine  qucftionsnot  by  any  known 

*'  po(iti\'e   law,  but  by   fome  vague,  indeter- 

**  minatc,  arbitrary  rule  ?" 

He  denied  precedents  to  be  law;  they  were, 
merely  evidences  of  law,  and  of  no  autho*. 
rity,  uulcfs  founded  in,  and  confirmed  by 
reafon :  taken  from  good  and  moderate  times, 
not  contradiclory  toanypofitive  laAV,  fubmitted 
to  without  reluctance  by  the  people,  unquef- 
tioned  by  the  legiflature,  and  not  inimical  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution.  '*  The  firtt  prin- 
*^  ciple  of  the  conftitution  is  that  the  fubjecl 
**  ihall  not  be  governed  by  the  arbitriinn  of  any 
*'  one  man,  or  body  of  men  (Icfs  than  the  whole 
*'  legiflature)  but  by  certain  laws,  to  which  he 
**  has  virtually  given  his  confent,  which  are 
**  open  to  him  to  examine,  and  not  beyond  his 
*'  ability  to  underftand.  But  the  late  decifion 
*^  of  the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  ]\Iiddlefex 
*'  election,  is  deftitute  of  every  one  of  tbofe 
*'  proj)ertics  and  conditions  >vhich  I  hqld  to  bu 
^^  elfential  to  the  legality  of  fucli  a  decifion. 
"  It  is  not  founded  in  reafon,  it  is  not  fupported 
**  by  a  fingle  precedent,  and  it  contradicts  Mag- 
*Mia  Charta  and  the  Bill  of  Rights.  Whether 
^•'  it  be  (jueftioncd  by  the  legiflature,  will  den 
*:  1:  3  "  pend 
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CHAP,  "pend  on  your  lordihips'  refolution  ;  bat 
Y^}^  "  that  it  violates  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution, 
^7/o.  "  will,  I  think,  be  difputed  by  no  man  who  has 
"  heard  this  day's  debate,  and  who  wifhes  well 
"  to  the  freedom  of  his  country :  yet,  if  we  are 
"  to  believe  the  noble  lord,  this  great  grievance^ 
^'  this  manifeft  violation  of  the  firil  principles 
"  of  the  conftitution,  will  not  admit  of  a  re- 
"medy;  is  not  even  capable  of  redrefs,  unlefs 
**  we  appeal  at  once  to  heaven.  My  lords,  I 
^*  have  better  hopes  of  the  conOitution,  and  a 
**  firmer  confidehce  in  the  ivifdom  and  confli*^ 
**tutional  authority  of  this  houfe/'  After 
highlv  applauding  the  ancient  nobility  as 
founders  of  the  conftitution,  and  invoking  the 
boufe^ot  to  degenerate  from  the  glorious  ex- 
ample of  their  anceftors,  he  faid,  "  Thofe  iron 
^*  barons  (for  fo  I  may  call  them  when  cont- 
"  pared  with  tlie  filken  barons  of  modern 
*^  days)  were  the  guardians  of  the  people ;  yet 
**  their  virtues,  were  never  engaged  in  a  quef- 
"  tion  of  fuch  importance  as  the  prefent.  A 
**  breach  has  been  made  in  the  conftitution 
"  —  the  battlements  are  difmantled  — the  ci- 
**  tadel  is  open  to  the  firft  invader  — the  walls 
"  totter  —  tne  conftitution  is  not  tenable. 
"  What  remains  then,  but  for  us  to  ftand  fore- 
"  moft  in  the  breach,  to  repair,  or  perifh  in 
^*it?" 

Great  pains  had  been  taken,  lord  Chatham 
faid,  to  excite  alarm,  by  difplaying  the  con- 
fequences  of  a  difference  between  the  two 
houfes.  He  was  fcnfible  of  the  importance  and 
difficultv  of  the  crifis,  but  diftinguifhing  be- 
tween the  reprefentatives,  and  the  coUedive 
body  of  the  people,  he  was  defirous,  if  the 
houfc  muft  engage  in  a  contention,  to  have  the 

nation 
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nation  on  their  fide.  "  If  this  queftion  be  given   chap. 
**  up,"  be  faid,  "  the  freeholders  of  England   ^J^ 
"  are  reduced  to  a  condition  bafer  than  the     X77«» 
"  peafantry  of  Poland.     If  they  defcrt  their 
"  own  caule,  they  deferveto  be  flaves. 

"  I  am  not  now  pleading  the  caufe  of  an  in- 
"  dividual,  but  of  every  freeholder  in  Eng- 
"  land.  In  what  manner  this  houfe  may  con- 
"  ftitutionally  interpofe  in  their  defence,  and 
"  what  kind  of  redrefs  this  cafe  will  require 
"  and  admit,  is  not  the  prefent  fubjeA  of 
"  confideration.  The  amendment,  if  agreed 
"  to,  will  naturally  lead  us  to  fuch  an  enquiry. 
"  That  enquiry  may,  perhaps,  point  out  the  ne- 
*^xeflity  of  an  a6l  of  the  legiflature,  or  it  may 
*' lead  to  a  conference  with  the  other  houfe. 
"  It  is  poffible,  that  the  enquiry  may  lead  us  to 
*'  adviie  his  majefty  to  diflblve  the  parliament; 
'*  nor  have  I  any  doubt  of  our  right  to  give 
'*  that  advice,  if  we  Ihould  think  it  neceflary. 
"  His  majefty  will  then  determine  whether  he 
**  will  yield  to  the  united  petitions  of  th€ 
^'  people  of  England,  or  maintain  the  houfe  of 
"  commons  in  the  cxercife  of  a  legiflative 
"  power,  which  heretofore  abolilhed  the  houfe 
"  of  lords,  and  overturned  the  monarchy.  I 
*^  willingly  acquit  the  prefent  houfe  of  com- 
"  mons  of  having  actually  formed  fo  deteftable 
"  a  defign ;  but  they  cannot  themfelves  forefee 
^'  to  what  excelfes  they  may  be  carried  here- 
"  after ;  and  for  my  own  part,  I  ftiould  be  forry 
*'  to  triift  to  their  future  moderation.  Unli- 
"  mited  power  is  apt  to  corrupt  the  mind  ;  and 
"  this  I  know  —  that  where  the  law  ends, 
"  tyranny  begins  1" 

The  warmth  of  lord  Chatham  feemed  to  ^-^^ 
communicate  itfelf  to  lord  Camden.     He  faid,  ^^^'"• 

s  t  4  *'  I  accepted 
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CHAP.   ''I   accepted  the  great  feal  without  condi- 
i^^     "  *'0"s ;  I  meant  not  therefore  to  be  tram- 
«77o,     "  mellcd  by  his  majefty;    (I  beg  pardon)  by 
"  his  miniftcrs ;  but  I  have  fullered  myfelf  to 
"  be  fo  too  long.      For  fome  time  I  h.ave  be- 
"  held   uith  filcnt  indignation    the  arbitrary 
**  meafures    of   the    miniftcr  ;    I    have    ot\en 
"  drooped  and  hung  down  my  head  in  coun- 
*'  cil,    and  difapproved,    by   my   looks,    thoie 
**  (leps  which   I  knew  my   avowed  oppofition 
"  could  not  prevent ;    I  will  do  fo  no  long- 
**  er,   but  openly  and    boldly  fpeak   my    fcn- 
*' timonts."      He  coincided   in   opinion    with 
lord    C'hathaili   refpeciiing  the    incapacitating 
vote  of  the  houfe  of  commons ;  and  added,  that 
if  in  giving  his  opinion  as  a  judge,  he  Mere  to 
pay  any  relpeft  to  that  vote,  lie  Ihould  look  upon 
hinifelf  as  a  traitor  to  his  truft,  and  an  enemy 
to  his  country.     The  miniftry,  hefaid,  by  their 
violent  and  tyrannical  conduct,  had  alienated 
the  minds  of  the  people  from  his  majefty's  go- 
vernment, he  had  almoft  faid,  from  his  majefty's 
perfon;'and   in  confequence,   a  fpirit  of  dif- 
content  had  fpread  itfelf  into  every  corner  of 
the  kingdom,  and  was  every  day  increafmg; 
and  if  fome  methods  were  not  devifed  to  ap- 

{)eafe  the  clamours  fo  univerfally  prevalent, 
le  did  not  know  but  the  people,  in  defpair, 
might  become  their  own  avengers,  and  take  the 
redrefs  of  grievances  into  their  own  hands. 
In  fine,  he  accufcd  the  miniftry,  though  not 
in  exprefs  terms,  yet  by  direct  implication,  of 
having  formed  a  confpiracy  againft  the  liberties 
of  the  country.  The  amendment  was  ne* 
gatived. 
Addrcft  Ij^  i]^^  houfe  of  commons  the  addrefs  was 

ThTCufJof  ^0  lefs  ftrcnuoufly  oppofed^  and  an  ameudment 
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was  ihoved  by  Mr.   Dowdefwell,  *^  That  the  CH  a  pj 
**  houfe  would  take    ipto    confideratioii    the     xvil 
**  caufes  of  the  unhappy  difcontents  which  pre-   ^Tof 
*^  vailed  in  every  part  of  his  majcfty's  domi- 
*^nions." 

The  debate  on  this  motion  laitcd  twelve 
liours,  but  the  details  are  not  preferved.     Tli^ 
mention  of  horned  cattle  in  fo  protninent  a 
manner,  occafioned  confiderable  ridicule;  and 
it  was  rcprefented  as  a  great  imprudence  to 
liold  out  to  the  reit  of  Europe  the  idea,  that- 
this  country  was  too  much  diftrdfed  to  en- 
gage in  war.      The  conduct  of  the  miniftry 
with  refpefi:  to   America   was   reprobated   iu' 
every  particular.     Colonel  Barre  obferved,  thati 
many  were  alienated  from   his  majefty;    the 
miniftry  had  contiivcd  to  fow  difcontent  in* 
almoft  every  part  of  the  king  s  dominions  ; 
England  in  oppofition  to  its  own  reprefenta- 
tives;    in  Ireland,  the   parliament  prorogued' 
for  its  fupport  of  the  true  conftitutional  right 
of  taxation ;  the  colonies  in  a6tual  rebellion, 
for  a  tax,  which  the  miniliry  confeffed,  was 
not  intended  to  bring  in  money,   but  only  as 
a  teft  of  obedience;    and,  perhaps,  to  crown 
the  whole,  France  at  the  eve  of  a  war  with  us. 
The  marquis  of  Granby  too  was  diffatisfied 
with  the  vote  he  had  given  on  the  Middlefex 
election ;  and  wilhed  the  houfe  would  re-ex* 
amine  their  refolution. 

The  miniftry  expofed  and  defcanted  on  the 
means  which  had  been  ufed  to  obtain  figna* 
tures  to  petitions  and  remonftrances ;  which  the 
oppofition  members,  far  from  denying,  avowed 
with  pride.  Lord  North  faid,  lie  would  never 
confentto  annul  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe  in 
rtfpecl  to  the  Middlefex  election,  and  SirFlet- 
i:her  Norton  averred  they  could  not  alter  their 

former 


debate 
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CHAP,  former  refolutioiis,  but  by  an  ad  of  the  l^if- 

^j^  lature. 
1770.         The  amendment  was  Tejeded  by  a  coniider* 

£?**"     able  majority/ 

lotbjaa*        ^^   reporting  the  addrefss   another  debate 

Second  arofe,  in  confequence  of  an  objeflion  made 
by  Sir  William  Meredith,  that  to  thank  the 
king  for  his  approbation  of  the  condud  of  the 
houfe,  would  imply  an  approval  of  the  deci- 
lion  refpeding  tJie  Middlefex  election.  Sir 
George  Saville  accufed  the  houfe  of  having  be- 
trayed the  rights  of  the  people.  He  was  called 
to  order ;  and  general  Conway,  in  reproof  of  his 
intemperance,  obferved,  it  was  an  infult  to  par^ 
liament,  and  members  had  been  fent  to  the 
Tower  for  fuch  words.  Sir  George  Saville  was 
defended  by  S<njeant  Glynn.  Burke  fpoke  on 
the  fame  fide,  and  confcious  of  the  popularity 
of  the  caufe,  challenged  the  miniftry  to  puniih 
Sir  George,  if  he  was  guilty  of  delinquency. 
He  faid,  the  people  abhorred  the  prefent  mini- 
ftry, and  aiked  the  fpeaker  if  the  chair  did  not 
tremble  under  him.  Sir  George  Saville  often- 
tatiouily  repeated  the  oflenfive  words ;  which 
occalioned  Mr.  Fox  to  obferve  that  from  the 
licentious  language  of  fome  gentlemen,  on 
that  and  the  preceding  day,  it  feemed  as 
if  the  old  decent  freedom  of  debate  was  at 
an  end,  and  they  were  endeavouring  to  eftabliih 
new  forms.  The  cxpreffion  in  the  addrels  did 
not  allude  to  any  particular  meafure  of  parlia- 
ment, nor  to  every  meafure,  as  no  one  could 
fuppofe  his  majefty  approved  of  every  refolu- 
tion  adopted  by  the  houfe,  but  only  of  the 
general  tenor  of  their  actions.  Burke,  replied 
with  a  fneer,  it  fignified  little  what  the  houfe 

»  254  to  ijl. 

meant 


meatit,  but  how  the  people  would  efiimate  their  cit  KK 
condu£l :  he  was,  however,  glad  to  hear  that   J^}^ 
nothing  was  meant  by  the  addrefs.     There     nr^ 
was  no  divifion.* 

The  ftrength  difplayed  by  the  oppofition,  8trensHi«f 
and  the  popular  ground  on  which  they  flood,  ^W<«"« 
were  fufficient  indications  that  great  efforts 
had  been  ufed  during  the  recefs,  to  unite  the 
feveral  parties  into  one  confiftent  uniform 
body*  The  refignation  of  lord  Chatham,  and 
his  opportune  recovery  of  health  and  faculties, 
afforded  him  the  means  of  again  taking  the 
lead  of  an  aftive  party,  and  of  reviving  his  de- 
clining popularity.  The  reconciliation  between 
him  and  lord  Temple,  united  Mr.  Grenvilleand 
his  friends  in  their  interefts ;  a  combination  was 
fpeedily  formed  between  them  and  the  Rock- 
ingham party,  which  included  many  of  the  firft 
charaAers  for  talents  and  refpe^ability  in  both 
houfes.  A  di  vifion  was  alfo  effefted  among  the 
miniftry ;  for  befides  lord  Camden,  whofe  con- 
duct in  tlie  upper  houfe  was  fo  remarkable^ 
Dunning,  the  lolicitor-general,  and  the  mar- 
quis of  Granby,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces,  divided  with  the  minority  in  the  houfe 
of  commons. 

From  lord  Camden's  intemperate  manner  of  ConAiA 
declaring  his  oppofition,  it  could  not  be  expected  camdem 
that  he  ihould  retain  his  fituation  of  chancellor; 
in  faft  his  difmiffion  was  anticipated,  and  every 
effort  ufed  to  embarrafs  the  government,  and 
render  it  impoffible  to  find  a  fucceflbr.  On 
the  day  the  addrefs  was  debated  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  the  mai-quis  of  Rockingham  moved  that 
they  ihould  be  fummoned  on  the  mon-ow,  as  he 
wiflied  to  make  a  propofal  of  great  national 

^  Tbis  debate  is  jntitled  to  notice,  at  cortaining  the  firft  recorded 
parliamentary  efTay  of  the  honourable  Charles  Jaines  Fox. 

importance; 
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CHAP,  importance;  but  lord  Pomfrct  moved  an  ad- 
(S#^^!^  jouiTiincnt  for  a  week.    This  delay  Mas  receiveil 
*77o-     xvith peat  indignation  by  the  minority.     Lord 
Temple  laid,  the  houfe  knew  for  what  purpofe 
the  minifiry  wanted  an  adjournment;  it  was 
to  fettle  the  difordered  ftate  of  tlieadminiftra- 
tion>  wbieh  was  now  ihattercd  in  a  moft  mifc- 
rable  manner,  and  in  all  likelihood  would  foon 
fall  to  pieces ;  and  particularly  to  difmifs  the 
virtuous  and  independent  lord  who  fat  op  the 
ivoolfack,  and  to   fupply  his  place  with  fome 
ohfcquious  lawyer  who  would  do  as   he  ^vas 
commanded.     Lord  Shelburne   alfo   obferved, 
that  after  the  difmiflion  of  the  prefent  worthy 
chancellor,  the  great  feal  would  go  a-begging ; 
but  he  hoped  there  would  not  be  found  in  the 
kingdom  a  wretch  fo  bafe  and  mean-fpirited  to 
accept  of  it  on  fuch  conditions  us  would  gratify 
theminiftry. 
Hicdir.         The  feal  was  taken  from  lord  Camden,  and 
auffioD.      offered  to  IVIr.  Yorke,  M'ho  had  twice  filled  the 
oflice  of  attorney-general  with  the  greatcft  re- 
putation for  talents  and  integrity.     The  un- 
fettled  ftate  of  parties,  and  the  gloomy  com^ 
plexion  of  affairs,  naturally  occafioned  him  to 
ieel  confiderable  reluctance  at  undertaking  the 
high  oflice  to  which  he  was  called,  at  that  parti- 
cular time.      Nothing  probably  could   have 
overcome  his  repugnance,  but  the  carneft  nian-^ 
tier  in  w  Inch  his  acceptance  of  the  great  feal 
was  prelfed  upon  hini,  by  the  king  himfclf,  aj^ 
iTtb  Jan.    moft  cUcntial  to  his  fervice.     Thus  urged,  Ylr. 
^hitdT  Yorke  determined  to  obey  the  commands  of  hi$ 
lord-chan-  fovcrcigu,  without   rcvcrfiouary  conditions  or 
ceUor.        ftipulations.     He  was  immediately  railed  to  the 
peerage  by  the  title  of  Baron  Morden,  of  Mor- 
den  in  Cambridgefhirc,  an  honour  he  did  not 
ftoOi  ^"  live  to  poflefs,  a$  the  patent  was  not  complete^ 

before 
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l)cfofe  his  death,  which  occurred  three  days  CH a F. 
aiter  he  had  received  the  great  feal.  ,  ^]}\ 

Air.  Charles  Youke  was  fecond  fon  of 


Philip,  firftearl  of  Ilardwicke,  and  born  in  the 
year  1723.  lie  had  ftudicdthe  laws  and  con- 
ftitution  of  his  countiy.  and  their  application 
to  the  fcienc^  of  politics,  in  the  beft  fchool  of 
the  age ;  and  was  no  kfs  eminent  at  the  bar 
than  in  the  eftimation  of  the  moft  enlightened 
ftatefmen.  His  extenlive  literary  acquirements, 
his  great  abilities,  and  the  integrity  of  his  cha- 
racter, were  well  known  and  univerfally  refped- 
ed.  He  was  appointed  foHci tor-general  in 
1756,  and  while  he  held  the  important  office  of 
attorney-general,  vas  defervedly  high  in  tlie 
confidence  of  the  adminittration,  and  of  his 
country.  His  probable  elevation  to  the  dig- 
nity of  chancellor  had  been  long  contemplated 
with  hope  and  expeQation  by  the  public,  and 
confequently  his  death  was  confidered  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  as,  had 
he  lived,  a  more  firm  and  comprehenfive  fyftem 
of  adminiftration  might  have  been  formed,  and 
wifer  and  more  conciliatory  meafures  adopted 
towards  the  American  colonies. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Yorke  the  great  Gfotftai 
feal  was  offered  to  Sir  Eardley  Wilmot,  and  to  P;f^;^ 
lord  Mansfield,  but  both  declining,  it  was  put  lad. 
in  commiffion,  and  lord  Mansfield  was  appoint- 
ed fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  lords  till  there  Ihould 
be  another  chancellor. 

The  removal  of  lord  Camden  was  followed  |?«Cgna- 
by  feveral  refignations:  the  marquis  of  Granby 
gave  up  all  his  places  except  the  regiment  of 
blues  ;  the  duke  of  Beaufort  vacated  his  iitua- 
tion  of  mafter  of  horfe  to  the  queen  ;  the  duke 
of  Manchefter  and  the  earl  of  Coventry  re- 

figned 
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CKAF.  figned  their  pods  as  l6rds  of  bedchamber ;  the 
yj^Jl^    earl  of  Huutingdon  his  place  of  groom  of  the 
»77o*     ftole;  and  Mr.  James  Grenville  his  office  of 
one  of  the  vice-treafurers  of  Ireland.     Dto- 
ning,  the  folicitor-general,  alfo  refigned, 
itilte  of  the      I^  u  R I N  G  thefe  t  ranfa^ions  the  fittin  gs  of  the 
BBtioQ  de-  lords  were  fufpended  by  adjournment,  and  no 
J?»J«*  5n     bufmefs  of  importance  took  place  in  the  lower 
**    houfe,  owing  to  the  indifpoiitton  of  the  fpeaker, 
»(brquMof  Sir  John  Cuft.    The  marquis  of  Rockingham 
had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  a 
day,  lor  confulering  the  flate  of  the  nation,  and 
after  the  adjournment  made  his  motion.     The 
prefent  unhappy  condition  of  affairs,  and  uni- 
verfal  difconteut  of  the  people,  he  faid,  did 
not  arifc  from  any  immediate  temporary  caofe, 
but  had  grown  by  degrees  from  the  moment 
of  his  majefty's  acceflion.     The  perfons    in 
whom  the  king  then  confided  had  introduced 
a  total  change  in  the  old  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment, and  adopted  a  maxim  M'hich  muft  prove 
fatal  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  namely, 
that  the  royal  prerogative  alone  was  fulncient 
to  fupport  governm«nt,   to  whatever  hands  it 
might  be  committed:  and  the  marquis  review- 
ing the  ads  of  government  from  the  beginning 
of  the  reign,   afcribed  them  all  to  the  preva^ 
lence  of  that  principle.     Having  exprefled  his 
difapprobation  of  many  early  tranfa6lions,  he 
came  to  thofe  of  the  laft  preceding  years ;  fpoke 
with  great  feverity  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
civil  lift  arrears  had  been  paid ;  cenfured  the 
grant  of  Ingle  wood  foreft,  which  he  aiferted 
was  made  merely  for  the  fake  of  carrying  the 
prerogative  to  its  utmoil  extent,  and  condemn- 
ed the  indecent  hurry  and  precipitation  with 
which  that  affair  had  been  concluded,  to  pre-« 
.  4  vent 
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vent  the  duke  of  Portland  from  vindicating  chaf. 
his  title  ;    and   accufed  the  miniftry   of  re-    J^Hj 
filling  the   introdudion  of  the  Nullum  Tern*     i/yo- 
pus  Bill. 

The  external  affairs  of  the  empire,  themar- 
cjuis  averred,  had  been  conduced  with  the 
fame  want  of  wifdom,  and  brought  into  nearly 
the  fame  condition,  with  thofe  at  home.  In 
Ireland  the  parliament  Mas  prorogued,  which 
probably  led  to  a  diflblutiou,  and  the  affairs 
of  tlie  kingdom  left  unprovided  for,  and  in 
confufion.  He  equally  difapproved  the  pro- 
ceedings with  refpect  to  America,  which  he 
maintained  were  conducted  on  no  fixed  priu^ 
ciple.  The  king's  fpeeches,  and  the  language 
of  minifiry,  had  denounced  nothing  but  war 
and  vengeance  againil  a  rebellious  people  ; 
whilft  the  governors  abroad  were  inftrucled 
to  convey  'the  gentlefl  promifes  of  relief  and 
fatisfa6iion. 

The  marquis,  after  condemning  the  fupine- 
iiefs  of  miniftry,  in  permitting  France  to  obtain 
fo  valuable  a  dominipn  as  Coriica,  faid«  he  ' 
avoided  dwelling  fo  ftron^Iy  as  he  might  on 
the  great  invafion  of  the  conftitution,  which 
lirid  thrown  the  whole  country  into  a  flame. 
When  the  conftitution  is  violated,  he  laid,  we 
/hould  not  content  ourfclves  with  repairing 
the  fingle  breach,  but  look  back  into  caufes, 
amd  trace  principles,  in  order,  not  merely  to 
reftore  the  conftitution  to  prefent  health,  but; 
render  it,  if  poffible,  invulnerable  hereafter- 
Upon  the  whole,  he  ftrongly  recommended 
the  appointment  of  an  early  day  for  invef- 
tigating  the  ftate  of  the  counUy  in  all  ita 
relations  and  dependencies,  foreign,  provin-^ 
cial,  and  domeftic.  In  confequence  of  that 
confideration  the  houfe  would,  he  hoped,  in- 
dicate 
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.  clicate  to  the  crown,  the  means  not  only  of 
corre6luig  paft  errors,  but  of  eftablilhing  a 
fyftem  of  government  more  wife,  more  per- 
manent, better  fiiited  to  the  genius  of  the 
people,  and,  at  leaft,  confident  with  the  fpirit 
of  the  confutation. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  faid,  he  liad  no  in- 
tention to  oppofe  the  motion ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  engaged  to  fecotid  it,  and  meet  the 
great  queftion  M-henever  the  houfe  ihould  think 
proper*  For  the  prefent  he  only  meant  to 
exculpate  himfelf  from  retlections  which  feem- 
ed  to  apply  particularly  and  perfonally  to 
him.  lie  vindicated  the  refumption  of  the 
fuppofed  grant  of  crown  lands,  which  had 
been  moft  unfairly  reprefented,  and  alferted 
that  if  the  duke  of  Portland,  inftead  of  beinpf 
an  opponent,  had  been  the  warmcft  friend  of 
adminiftration,  the  treafury-board  could  not 
have  adopted  a  different  mode  of  condud^^ 
without  a  flagrant  violation  of  juftice.  ^\'ith 
refpeft  to  the  civil  lift,  he  aflertcd  the  perfonj* 
to  whofe  offices  it  belonged,  had  been  con- 
ftantly  employed  in, drawing  up  a  ftate  of 
that  account,  and  had  received  every  poffible 
light  and  information  from  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  in  order  to  fliorten  and  facilitate  the 

-l^ufinefs,  which  \vas  of  infinite  labour  and 
extent;  and,  notwithflanding  the  utmoft  di- 
ligence, could  n«)t  yet  be  completed.  M'ith 
refpett  to  foreign  affairs,  the  condufl;  of  mi- 
niftry  would,  on  the  ftricteft  examination, 
hfi  found  irreproachable.  lie  thought  the 
terms  of  peace  not  fo  good  as  the  nation 
had  a  right  to  expect,  but  he  would  never 
advife  the  king  to  engage  in  another  war, 
as  long   as   the  dignitv  of  the  crown,   and 

the 
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th*  real  interefts  of  the  nation  could  be  prfe-  chap, 
ferved  without  it.     We  had  aheady  fufFered   J^^ 
fufficiently  by  foreig^n  connexions  to  warn  us      1770* 
againft  engaging  lightly  in  quarrels,  in  which 
we  had  no  immediate  concern,  and  to  which  we 
might  probably  facrifice  our  own  moft  effeutial 
intereflfs. 

Lord  Chatham  followed  the  duke  ofLordChaN 
Grafton;  he  meant  to  have  rifen  imme-  ^*""- 
diateiy  to  fecond  the  marquis  of  Rocking-  . 
ham's  motion,  but  agreed  that  the  charge, 
which  the  duke  feemed  to  think  affefted  him, 
demanded  an  immediate  anfwer.  The  conftitu- 
tion,  he  faid,  was  violated ;  and  until  that  wound 
was  healed,  and  the  grievance  redrefled,  it  was 
in  vain  to  recommend  union  to  parliament, 
in  vain  to  recommend  concord  among  the 
people.  "  If  we  mean  ferioufly  to  unite 
**  the  nation  within  itfelf,  we  muft  convince 
'*  them  that  their  complaints  are  regard- 
"  ed,  and  that  their  injuries  fhall  be  redrefled. 
"  On  that  foundation  I  would  take  the  lead  in 
**  recommending  peace  and  harmony  to  the 
*^  people:  on  any  other,  I  would  never  wifh 
"  to  fee  them  united  again.  If  the  breach  in 
"  the  conftitution  be  effeftually  repaired,  the 
**  people  will  of  themfelves  return  to  a  ftate  of 
**  tranquillity ;  if  not,  may  difcord  prevail  for 
"  ever  !  If  the  king's  fervants  will  not  permit  a 
"  conftitutional  queftion  to  be  decided  ac- 
**  cording  to  the  forms,  and  on  the  principles 
"  of  the  conftitution,  it  muft  then  be  decided 
"  in  fome  other  manner;  and  rather  than  it 
*♦  ihould  be  given  up,  rather  than  the  nation 
•'  fliould  furrender  their  birth-right  to  a  def- 
"potic  minifter,  I  hope,  old  as  I  am,  to 
"  fee  the  queftion.  brought  to  iflue;  and  fairly 

VOL,  !•  F  F  "  tried 
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CHAP.   '*  tried  between  the  people  and  the  govem- 
^viL     "menty 

^70.  Ue  diffented  from  the  principle  that  nothing 

Jefs  than  an  immediate  attack  on  the  honour  or 
intereft  of  the  nation,  could  authorize  an  inter- 
pofition  in  defence  of  weaker  ftates,  and  ia 
flopping  the  entcrprizes  of  an  amhitious  neigh- 
bour. By  the  acquifition  of  Corfica,  he  faid^ 
France  haxl  obtained  more  in  one  pacific  cam- 
paign than  in  all  her  belligerent  campaigns,  at 
leaft  while  he  had  the  honour  of  adminiltering 
war  a^inft  her ;  and  he  exprefled  his  fears  that 
it  was  too  much  the  temper  of  this  nation  to  be 
infenfible  of  danger,  till  it  approached  with  ac- 
cumulated terror. 

He  condemned  the  promife  made  by  the  lord- 
lieutenant  to  maintani  a  certain  quantity  of 
troops  in  Ireland ;  it  was  incroaching  on  the 
royal  prerogative:  and  he  remembered  when 
Minorca  was  loft  for  want  of  four  batta- 
lions, in  confequence  of  the  delicacy  which 
minifters  felt  in  taking  them  from  Ireland. 
With  refped  to  the  arrears  of  the  civil  lift, 
lord  Chatham  faid,  the  duke  had  given  a  num- 
ber of  plaufible  reafons  why  the  account  was 
not  yet  furniflied,  but  no  rcafon  to  hope  it  ever 
would  be  laid  before  the  houfe. 

The  wafte  of  public  money  was  not  of  (b 
much  importance  as  the  pernicious  purpofe 
to  which  fome  portion  or  it  had  been  ap- 
plied. The  riches  of  Afia  had  poured  in  upon 
us,  and  with  them,  he  feared,  not  only  Afia- 
lie  luxury,  but  Afiatic  principles  of  govern- 
ixient.  "  Without  connexions,  witliout  na- 
**  tiiral  intereft  in  the  foil,  the  importers  of 
"  foreign  gold  have  forced  their  way  into  pailia- 
"ment,  by  fuch  a  torrent  of  private  coiTup- 

"  tioii 
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'•  tion  as  no  private  hereditary  fortune  can  refift.  chap. 
*'  The  truth  of  my  allegations  iswithintheknow-  yj^^ii/' 
*^  ledge  of  the  whole  houfe ;  the  corruption  of  the  1770. 
"  people  is  the  great  original  caufc  of  the  dif- 
"  contents  of  the  people  themfelves,  of  the  en- 
'*  ter|)rize  of  the  crown,  and  the  notorious  de- 
*'  cay  of  the  internal  vigour  of  the  conftitu- 
*'  tion."  Puifuing  this  fubjeft,  his  lordfhip 
oiFered  fome  fuggeftions  on  the  propriety  of 
a  reform  in  parliament.  He  confidered  the 
boroughs  as  the  rotten  part  of  the  conftitu- 
tion ;  but,  like  the  infirmities  of  the  natural 
body,  they  muft  be  borne  with  patience: 
the  limb  was  mortified,  but  amputation  might 
be  death.  To  infufe  new  vigour  into  the  con- 
ftitution,  it  would  be  neceflary  t6  augment  the 
county  and  city  reprefentativcs,  and  extend 
the  regulation  to  Scotland,  to  prevent  the  jea- 
loufy  which  might  arife  from  an  apparent  vio- 
lation of  the  a^  of  union. 

Having  expatiated  on  this  topic  at  much 
length,  he  mentioned  with  great  fatisfaftion  his 
cordial  union  with  the  marquis  of  Rockingham, 
and  wifhed  that  an  early  day  might  be  fixed 
for  confidering  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  "  My 
"  infirmities,"  lie faid,  "muft,  indeed,  fall  hea- 
*^  vily  upon  me,  if  I  do  not  then  attend  my 
"  duty.  When  I  confider  my  age  and  unhappy 
"  ftate  of  health,  I  feel  how  little  I  am  perlon- 
"  ally  interefted  in  the  event  of  any  political 
**  queftion :  but  1  look  forward  to  others,  and 
"  am  determined,  as  far  as  my  poor  ability  ex- 
"  tends,  to  convey  to  thofe  who  come  after 
"  me,  the  bleflings  which  I  cannot  long  hope  to 
"  enjoy." 

The  difcuflion  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation  wzs 

fixed  for  the  fecond  of  February,  but  before 

4  F  F  2  that 
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CHAP,  that  day  the  duke  of  Grafton  refigned  his 
.  ^^  fituation  of  firft  lord  of  the  treafury ;  lord 
ftSth  Jan.  North  was  appohited  his  fiicceffor,  and  mea- 
milSt^y.^  Aires  were  taken  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  occa- 

.  '     fioned  by  other  refignations. 
•»<*•  Sir  Johx  Cust's  (late  of  health  having 

induced  him  to  rclign  the  chair  of  the  houfe  of 
»9thjan;to  ^^onimons,*"  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  was  called  to 
ijthFeb.    that  dignity;  lord  Halifax  was  appointed  lord 
privy-lbal,  in  lieu  of  the  earl  of  Briflol,  who  be- 
came groom  of  the  fiolc;  Wclbore  Ellis  was  made 
one  of  the  vice-treafurers  of  Ireland,  inftcad 
of   James   Grcnville;    Charles   Fox  was    ap- 
t^thMar.   pointed  a  lord  of  the  admiralty ;  and  after  fonie 
time,  Thurlow  was  made  folicitor-general,  in- 
ftcad of  Dunning;  M'ho,  notwithftanding  liis 
rcfignatibn,    held   the   oflicc    till   a  fucceflbr 
fliould  be  nominated. 
Debate  in        The  principal  obje6t  of  the  late  debates  in 
thclioufc     ihehouie  of  lords,  was  to  procure  a  decifion 
mc^Ton     favourable  to  the  right  of  Wilkes  to  fit  in 
tiieftaceof  parliament  as  member  for  Middlefex.      The 
the  nation,  fr^^^^^   vicw   influenced  the  oppofition   in  the 
15th  Jan.    houfe  of  commons,  where  a  committee  on  the 
flate  of  the  nation  was  alfo  formed,  and  a  mo- 
tion made    by  Mr.   Dowdefwell,    "  That,   in 
"judging  of  clcftons,  the  houfe  ought  to  be 
"  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
"  known  and  eftabliflied  law  and   cuftom  of 
"parliament,  which   made    a    part  thereof.'' 
This  evident  propofition  was  announced  as  a 
prelude  to  a  fcries  which  would  tend  to  re- 
el refs   the    mifchiefs  of  the  Middlefex  elec- 
tion.     This  avowal  reduced  the  miniftry  to 
an    unpleafant   dilemma;    if  they  agreed   to 
the  motion,  but  rejected  thole  by  which  it  Ma* 

^  Sir  John  Cuft  died  on  the  day  his  fucceiTor  was  ele^ed. 

tbllowedi 
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followed,  they   Mould  fcem  to  rclinquifli  the  ^^JtT* 
conclufions  drawn  from  prcmifcs  which  they   w^^i 
had  conceded  :    if,  on  the  other  hand,   they     '^^^* 
over-ruled  the  motion,   it  would  appear  that 
the   houfe  of  commons,  not   acknowledging 
themfelvcs  bound   by  law,  and  the  ufage  of 
parliament,  formed  a  court  of  judicature,  guid- 
ed only  by  caprice.     Lord  North. dextcroufly 
avoided  tne  fnare,  by  moving  as  an  amencl- 
ment,.  "  And  that  the  judgment  of  the  houfe 
"  on  the  Middlefex   clcftion    is  conformable 
*'  to  law,  and  the  ufage  of  parliament."    Af- 
ter  a  ftrenuous  debate,  the  amendment  was 
carried.^ 

THE.qucftion  propofed  by  Mr.  Dowdefwell,  ^'^  J*"* 
not  having  been  rejected,  be  moved  another  qucnVmo- 
refohition,  founded  on  it ;  "  That,  by  the  law  of  tionof  Mr. 
"  the  land,   and  the  law  and  ufage  of  parlia-  ^^iu***^* 
"  ment,  no  perfon  eligible  of  common  right, 
"  can  be  incapacitated  by  a  refolution  of  the 
**  houfe,  but  by  an  acl  of  parliament  only." 

Ix  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  colonel  Barr6 
made  an  allulion  to  the  power  recently  acquir- 
ed by  lord  North.  lie  compared  theftate  to  a 
veffel  toffed  in  ailormy  fea,  which  had  juft  parted 
her  main-maft  (the  duke  of  Grafton)  and  now 
fcudded  under  ajury-maft  (lord  North)  ;  they 
now,  he  faid.  hung  out  fignals  for  pilots  from 
the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  but  none  would 
aflift  them  till  the  old  men  and  crew  had  quitted 
the  fliip.  In  reply,  lord  North  acknowledged 
the  ftorms  whicli  had  almoft  overpowered  the 
veffel ;  but  obferved  they  came  from  the  other 
fide  of  the  houfe,  and  thofe  alone  who  raifed, 
knew  how  to  lay  them ;  but  the  fhip  was  not 
yet  in  fuch  diftrefs  as  to  hang  out  fignals  for 

'  124  to  1 8a. 

P  F  3  pilots, 
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CHAP,  pilots,  thofe  on  board  being  very  capable  of 

xviL     concluding  her  into  port,     lie  moved  that  the 

1770-     fpcaker   fhould  leave  the    chair;    which  vau 

carried. 

J^^^^r    -      On    the    appointed    day,    the    marquis  of 

Rocking^   Rockingham  made  his  motion    in  the   com- 

ham's  mo.  niittcc  OR  the  flatc  of  the  nation,  in  nearly  the 

^*^"*         fame  words    as  thofc  ufed   by    Mr.  Dowdef- 

well. 
Speech  of  The  propofition  was  combated  in  a  long  and 
i^kh^*"**  able  fpeecn  by  lord  Sandwich,  M^ho  exprefled 
furprize  that  the  qiieftion  ihould  ever  have  been 
entertained,  as  it  related  only  to  a  privilege  of 
the  commons.  Ho  quoted  cafes  of  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  earl  of  ^liddlefex,  and  of  lord  Ba- 
con, in  which  inftances  no  alann  was ''created 
by  the  other  branches  of  the  legiflature ;  they 
ftood  filent  and  undifturbed,  knowing  their 
interference  to  be  improper  and  untieceffary. 
Adverting  to  tlie  fuppofed  prevalence  of  alarm, 
lord  Sandwich,  though  he  had  the  higheft 
opinion  of  the  marcjuis's  veracity  in  other 
refpetts,  thought  him  miflaken  in  the  aller- 
tions  fubftantiating  that  fad :  ''  I  have  been 
**  at  fome  pains,"  he  faid,  "  to  examine,  ac- 
"  curately  and  impartially,  into  the  real  cir- 
"  cumftances  of  the  alarm ;  and  I  have  found 
"  it  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  fidion,  firft 
"  fct  on  foot  by  the  daring  and  ambitious; 
*'  and  occafionally  fupported  by  the  defperate, 
"  neceflitous,  and  ignorant.  But  let  us  take 
*'  the  fad  as  rcprefented:  we  are  told  that  the 
"majority 'of  the  people  of  England  have 
"  petitioned  for  redrcfs  of  grievances.  Now 
"  the  whole  people  of  England  are  contained 
**  within  forty  counties;  of  which  thirteen 
"  only  have  petitioned.     It  requires  no  deep 

"  calculation, 
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*' calculation,  no  abftraft  knowledge  of  num-  CHAf, 

*'  bers,  to  tell  that  thirteen  is  not  quite  one-  ^^ 

"  third  of  forty,  though  it  is  roundly  affert-      1770. 

**  ed,  that  the  whole  people  of  England  have 

^'  petitioned.    If  we  will  further  fuppofe  (which 

^*  we  may  very  impartially)  that  many  who 

^'  have  figned  petitions  poHbfs  no  freehold,  but 

"  are  led  either  by  the  general  preffure  of  po- 

^^  verty,  the  want  of  an  immediate  meal,    or 

^  the  hope  of  better  eftablifliment ;  if  we  will, 

*'  likewife,  confider  what  a  number  have  been 

"  intimidated  into  it — I  fay  intimidated,  my 

*^  lords ;  for  we  frequently  find  in  the  Gazettes 

^*  menacing  letters,  directed  to  thofe  who  had 

^*  firmnefs  of  mindj  and  good  fenfe  fufficient  to 

"  be  guided  by  their  own  opinions  —  the  num- 

^'  ber  even  in  thefe  thirteen  counties  will  be  ib 

"  leifencd,  as   not   to  conftitute  in  reality   a 

"  twentieth  part  of  his  majefty's  fubjefts.     Lrt 

*^  us  then,  my  lords,  be  luperior  to  thefe  falfe 

*'  alarms— the  feeble   echoes    of    defpondent 

'*  ambition.     Let  us  aft  like  the  real  guardians 

"  of  the  nation ;  fteady  in  fupporting  the  pri- 

"  vileges  of  the  people,  but  not  too  forward 

**  to  appear  when  no  real  danger  preffes. "     He 

iioncluded  by  obfeirving  that  if  the  houfe  of 

commons  were  aggrieved  by  the  mtrufiOn  of 

colonel  Luttrell,  the  means  of  red^efs  were  in 

their  own  power. 

LoKD  Chatham  averred  that  the  cales  Lord 
cited  were  inapplicable,  as  by  the  expulfion  Chatham, 
of  lord  Bacon  and  lord  Middlefex,  no  franchife 
was  invaded,  no  freeholder  .deprived  of  his 
right.  He  attempted  to  obviate  the  deduc- 
tions drawn  from  lord  Sandwich's  calculations, 
by  obferving  that  many  who  individually  felt 
all  the  rigour,  of  parliain,entary  proceedings, 
were  unable,  fo|r  wajat  of  a  few  principals  to 
4:onvene  them,  ti?  piake  their  complaints  reach 

F  F  4  the 
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CHAP,  the  royal  ear.  Great  iuteicft  had  been  made 
' J^ii/  ^y  government  to  luppicls  all  petitions,  and 
1779-  it  to  tliofe  eflbrts  were  aihled  the  influence 
of  placemen,  it  would  be  fiirprizing  that  out 
of  forty  counties,  thirteen  had  fpint  and  in- 
dependence fiiiricient  to  ftem  the  tide  of 
venality.  Lord  Chatham  then  declaimed 
againft  the  conduft  of  the  houfe  of  commons ; 
denominated  the  vote  which  made  colonel  Lut» 
trell  reprefeutative  for  Middlefex,  a  grofs  inva-r 
fion  of  the  rights  of  eleftion,  a  dangerous  vio- 
lation of  the  Englifli  conftitution,  a  treacherous 
furrender  of  the  invaluable  privilege  of  a  free- 
hold, and  a  c.orrupt  facrihce  of  their  outi 
honour.  That  houfe  had  ftripped  the  flatute 
book  of  its  bi  ighteft  ornaments,  to  gild  the 
wings,  not  of  prerogative,  but  of  unprincipled 
faction,  and  lavlefs  domination.  To  gratify 
the  r^fentment3  of  fome  individuals,  the  laws 
had  been  defpifed,  trampled  upon,  and  deftroy- 
ed,  tiiofe  laws  which  had  been  made  by  the 
ftcrn  virtue  of  their  anceftors,  the  iron  barons  of 
old,  to  whom  the  n;ition  was  indebted  for  all 
the  bleflings  of  the  conftitution ;  to  whofe  vir? 
tue  and  >vhofe  blood,  to  whofe  fpirit  in  the  hout 
of  conteft,  and  to  whofe  tendernefs  in.  the' 
triumph  of  vidtoiy,  the  filken  barons  of  this 
day  owed  their  honours  and  their  feats,  and 
both  houfes  of  parliament  their  continuance. 
Thefe  nieafures  made  a  part  of  that  unhappy 
fyftem,  which  had  been  formed  in  the  prelent 
reign,  with  a  view  to  new-model  tjie  conftitu- 
.  tion,  as  well  as  the  government.  They  origin- 
ated, he  would  not  fay,. with  his  roajefty 's  know- 
ledge, but  in  his  majefty 's  councils.  The  com- 
nious  had  flaviihly  obeyed  the  commands  of  his 
inajefty's  fervants,  and  thereby  proved,  to  the 
f  onvitiion  of  ev^ry  man,  what  before  might  have 
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Jjeen  only  matter  of  fufpicion,  that  miniftere  chap. 
held  a  corrupt  mfluence  in  parliament;  it  was  J^Ji^, 
demonftrable,  it  was  imlifputable.    It  was  there^     177a. 
fore  particularly  neceliary  for  the  lords,  at  this 
critical  and  alarming  period,  fo  full  of  jealoufy 
and  apprehenfion,  to  ftep  forward,  and  oppofe 
themfelves,  on  the  one  hand,  to  the  juftly-in- 
cenfed,  and  perhaps  fpeedily  intemperate  rage 
of  the  people ;  and  on  the  other  to  the  criminal 
and  malignant  condutt  of  his  majefty's  mini- 
fters ;  that  they  might  prevent  licentioufnefs  oa 
the  one  fide,  and  depredation  on  the   other. 
Their  lordlhips  were  the  conftitutional  barrier 
between  the  extremes  of  liberty  and  prero- 
gative. 

At  midnight,  a  motion  for  the  fpeaker  to  re-  Inqmix 
fume  the  chair,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  ^™i>»tot 
ilifcuffion  in  the  committee,  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  more  than  two  to  one.* 

Notwithstanding    the   latenefs    of  the  Motion  of 
hour,  the  earl  of  Marchmont  moved  '*  That  any  J^  carl  of 
refolution  of  the   lords,  directly  or  indireftly  nio^n^' 
impeaching  a  judgment  of  the  houfe  of*  com- 
mons, in  a  matter  where  their  jurifdit^ion  is  com- 
petent, final,  and  conclufive,  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  conftitutional  right  of  the  com- 
mons, tending  to  make  a  breach  between  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament,  and  leading  to  ge- 
neral confufion." 

This  motion  was  fupported  by  lord  Manf-  obferva^ 
field,  in  afpeech  of  confiderable  length;  and  by  tionsof 
lord   Egmont,   who  declared   the  people  had  ^^"jlnsfieid 
no  right  to  prefent  fuch  petitions  as  had  been  and  Eg- 
lately  laid  before  the  king,  for  they  were  trea-  ^^^^ 
fonable. 

Lord  Chatham,  after  ironically  thanking  Lord 

Chatham* 
«  $6  to  ^7, 

the 
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CHAP.  Thk  efiorts  of  oppofition  on  the  popular  to- 
y]^)^  pic  of  Wilkes's  cxpiilfion  did  not  yet  terminate. 
Billie-  A  motion  was  made  tor  leave  to  brins:  m  a  bill 
exmllfifn.  *^  regulutetlie  confcqueiices  of  expiiliion  from 
5th  Feb.  the  houfe ;  it  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  after- 
toiliMay.  ^vards  frequently  difcuUld  in  a  committee;  hut 
With-  at  length  Mr.  Herbert,  the  member  with  whom 
drawn.  jt  originated,  withdrew  it  iVoni  further  no- 
tice. 
Turbu-  ,  The  members  in  oppofition  were  encouraged 
l«iiceofthe  ^^j  fnpportcd  in  their  exertions  by  a  corre- 
*'^*  fponding  turbulence  which  was  generally  pre- 

valent   in   the  city   of  London,  particularly 
among  the  lower  clafs.     A  fratcment  of  their 
proceedings  becomes  necclfary  for  the  perfect 
iinderfianding  of  the  fubfequent  tranfaftions 
ift  March,  in  parliament.    A  memorial  figned  bj-  fix  livery- 
?rocced-     ii^en    was    laid    before  the  common-council, 
comrnon/  Complaining  that  the  petition  nrefented  to  the 
council,      king  the  preceding  year,  had  not  been   an- 
fwered,   and   reqncfting  the  convention  of  a 
common-hall,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  pro- 
per meafures  for  the  re-e(lablillimcnt  and  fe- 
curity  of  their  ancient  rights  and  franchifes. 
This  memorial  occafioned  great  debates  in  the 
common-council  :    it  was    fupported    by   the 
lord-mayor  and  the  flieriffs,  and  oppofed  by 
all  the  reft  of  the  aldermen ;  but  fuch  was  the 
prevalence  of  the  fentiments  by  which  it  was 
dictated,  among  the  loAver  order  of  members, 
that  the   motion  for  calling  a  common-hali, 
to  addrcfs  a  remonftrance  to   hismajcfty,  was 
gj^^  carried  by  a  confiderable  majority.*' 

inthccom-      The  common-hall  was  attended  by  nearly 
«,^«.uaii     ^i^Yce  thoufand  of  the  livery.     The  lord-mayor 
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vote  of  iiKrapacity :  on  the  contrary,  whenever  chap. 
that  fubje6l  was  agitated  in  the  cabinet,  he  re-   ^Jj^ 
xnained  filent  or  retired ;  thus  retufing  or  de-     J770- 
dining  to  deliver  his  fentiments.    This  affertion 
was  corroborated  by  lord  Weymouth,  who  ad- 
verted exprefsly  to  one  particular  occafion,  w-hen 
lord  Camden  had  withdrawn  his  advice  and 
afliftance  from  the  council  on  the  mere  men- 
tion of  expulfion  and  incapacity.     The  law- 
lord,  altliough  cpntradided  by  the  firft  wit- 
nefs  he  referred  to,  perfevered  in  afferting  that 
he  had  repeatedly  given  his  opinions  on  the 
inexpediency  of  the  meafures,  but  finding  them 
rejected  and  defpifed,   abfented  himfelt  from 
the  cabinet,    where  his  prefence  would  only  ' 
diftraft  meafures  already  refolved  on,  and  which 
his  fingle  vorce  could  not  prevent/ 

Lord  Chatham  alfo  averred,  that  in  con-  Heisde- 
verfation  Avith  him,  lord  Camden  had  declared  ^^^^  ^ 
his  opinion  on  thofe  fubjefts,  and  fupported  it  hJ^^^^^ 
by  cogent  reafons.     The  houfe,  tired  of  this 
futile  converfation,  at  two  o'clock'  called  for 
the  queftiou  ;  which  was  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative.    Protcfts  were  entered  againil  both  the 
decifions,  the  firft  figned  by  forty -two,  the  laft 
by  forty  peers.^ 

f  This  difcufllon  gave  birth  to  a  fimilar  one  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
monsy  in  which  it  was  infifted  that  the  expulfion  of  Wilkes  had  been 
debated  and  determined  in  the  council  ;  and  that  the  meafure  was 
therefore  a  mandate  to  the  lower  houfe  which  was  implicitly  obeyed. 
Pebates,  February  5th. 

^  Thcfe  protefts  were  printed  in  a  ncwfpapcr.  Lord  Gowcr, 
on  the  7ih  ot  February,  complained  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  tlie 
printer  was  ordered  to  attend  the  houfe,  but  abfconded.  Lord 
Sandwich  thereupon  moved  (loth  Febmar}'}  for  an  order  to  take  him 
into  culloJy  of  the  ufher  of  the  black  rod.  The  motion  was 
carried,  although  oppofed  by  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  lord 
Tenf^ple.  The  printer  either  fled  or  kept  himfelf  concealed.^->-Debrett*i 
Debates^  vol.  v.  p.  171. 

TlIK 


446  HISTORY  OP  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  "cries  for  its  diflblution.    The  forms  of  the 
>i^i^    "  conftitution,  like  thofe  of  religion,  were  not 
1770.      "  clbiblifhed  for  the  form's  fake,  but  for  the 
"  iul)rt^nce.     And  we  call   God  and  man  to 
"  V  itnefs,  that  as  we  do  not  owe  our  liberty  tr> 
"  thofe    nice    and    fubtle  diftinftions,   which 
**  plact  s  and  penfions,  and  lucrative  eniploy- 
"  ments  have  invented ;  fo  neither  will  we  be 
^*  cheated  of  it  by  them :  but  as  it  was  gained 
*'  by  the  ftem  .virtue  of  our  anceftors,  by  the 
"  virtue  of  their  defcendants  it  fliall  be  pre- 
*'  ferved."      After  other  obfervatlons  of  the 
fame  kind,   they  concluded  by  praying  for  a 
diflolution  of  parliament,  and  the  removal  of 
the  king's  evil   minilters  for  ever  from  his 
councils. 
Delivered        This  arrogant  paper  was  received  by  the  li- 
oVthc^*"^  very  with  tranfports  and  fhouts  of  applaufe,  and 
tbionc.       ordered  to  bedelivered  to  the  king  on  the  throne. 
As  it  was  intitled  an  Addrefs,   Remonlirance, 
and   Petition,    fome    dilliculties   arofe    at  St 
James's  refpefting  the  mode  in  which  it  fliould 
i4ihMar.  be  prefentcd ;  but  at  length  the  king  granted 
the  required  audience.    The  lord-mayon  and  a 
train  of  common-council  men,  livery-men,  and 
city  officers,  amounting  to  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred,  were   introduced  :  the  common  fcrjeant 
began  to  read  the  addrefs,  but  abaflicd  and  terri- 
fied  in  his  progrefs  by  a  due  confideration  of  the 
infolence  of  its  contents,  was  unable  to  proceed ; 
the  common  clerk  laboured  under  no  inch  dif- 
ficulties, he  took  the  paper  and  read  it  to  an 
end.      The  king's   anfwer  was  difcreet,    and 
His  an.      fpirited ;  hefaid,  *'  1  fhall  always  be  ready  to 
iwcr.         a  receive  tlie  requefts,»an(i  to  liften  to  the  coni- 
*^  plaints  of  my  fubjetts ;  but  it  gives  me  great 
*^  concern  to  find  that  any  of  themfliould  have 
*^  been  fo  far  milled  as  to  offer  me  an  addrefs 

**and 


u 


P  E  O  R  G  E    III.  447 

•'and  remonftrance,  the  contents  of  which  I  chap. 
*  cannot  but  coafider  as  difrcfpeftful  to  rae,  ,^Ji^ 
^^  iiyarious  to  my  parliament,  and  irreconcile-  1:779* 
"  able  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution. 
**  I  have  ever  made  the  law  of  the  land  the 
"  rule  of  my  conduct,  elleeming  it  my  chief 
"  glory  to  reign  over  a  free  people:  wth  this 
"  view  I  have  always  been  careful,  as  well  to 
"  execute  faithfully  the  truft  rcpofed  in  me,  as 
"  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  invading 
*^  any  of  thofe  powers  which  the  conftitution 
"  has  placed  in  other  hands.  It  is  only  by 
"  perfevering  in  fuch  a  condu6l,  that  I  can 
"  cither  difcharge  my  own  duty,  or  fecure  to 
"  my  fubjeds  the  free  enjoyment  of  thofe  rights 
"  which  my  family  were  called  to  defend ;  and 
"  while  I  acl  upon  thefe  principles,  I  have  a 
right  to  exped,  and  am  confident  I  (liall 
"  continue  to  receive,  the  fteady  and  aiFeftion- 
*'  ate  fupport  of  my  people." 

The  proceedings  of  the  city  did  not  pafs  Proceed* 
without  due  animadverfion  in  parliament.  The  Jfa^^r'" 
day  after  the  prefentation  of  the  remonftrance,  isrh. 
a  motion  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
for  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  requefting  a  copy 
of  that  paper,  and  the  anfwen   The  lord-mayor, 
the  flieriffs  Townflxend  and  Sawbridge,  and  al- 
derman Trecothick,  who  were  all  members  of 
parliament,  avowed  the  fliare  they  had  taken  in 
tlie  tranfadion,  and  declared  themfelves  ready 
to  abide,  the  confequences.     The  addrefs  was. 
principally  refifted  on  the  ground  of  inexpe- 
diency, and  the  arguments  on  this  head  were 
ably  and  ingenioufly  urged  by  the  marquis  of 
Granby,    Burke,   Wedderburne,    and  Geofge 
Grenville.     They  were  anfwered  by  general 
Conway,  who  averred  that  the  dignity  of  par- 
liament required  interference  at  all  events :  the 

right 
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right  of  the  people  to  petition  was  undoubtett^ 
yetiffach  petition  contained  treafon,  or  other 
high  offence,  it  certainly  was  puniihable  ;  and 
if  not  punifliable  in  the  common  courts,  yet  in 
parliament  it  ceitaiuly  was.  The  motion  be- 
ing carried,*  the  papers  were  laid  before  the 
houfe,  imd  Sir  Thomas  Clavering  moved,  tliat 
to  deny  the  legality  of  the  prefent  parliament, 
or  to  aU'ert  their  ads  to  he  invalid^  was  unwar- 
rantable, tending  to  deftioy  the  allegiance  of 
the  fubjed,  by  withdrawing  him  from  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws.  A  long  and  animated  debate 
enfued,  and  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
houfe,  on  a  divifion,  decided  in  the  affinna- 
tivc.^  All  addrefs  was  afterwards  carried, 
agreed  to  by  the  lords  on  a  conference,  and 
prefented  to  the  king,  who  retained  a  moil 
gracious  anfwer. 

These  proceedings  were  far  from  diminish- 
ing the  ardour  for  perfecuting  the  foverei^ 
with  petitions.  The  inliabitants  of  Weftmin- 
fter  prefented,  under  the  fame  title,  an  addrefs 
fimilar  to  that  of  the  city  of  London  ;  and  their 
example  was  followed  by  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  reverend 
John  Home,  who  had  already  diftinguilhed 
himfelf  on  the  popular  fide  in  the  queftions  re- 
lative to  Wilkes's  cleftion,  and  on  other  occa- 
fions. 

T  H  E  term  of  Wilkes's  confinement  was 
now  expired,  and  his  fines  being  paid  out  of 
the  public  fubfcription,  he  Mas  difchargcd,  on 
giving  the  required  fecurity.  lie  publilhed  an 
addrei's  to  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex,  accuf- 
ing  the  minifters  of  perfecution  and  injufrice; 
and  declaring  his  readinefs  to  die  in  the  caufe 
of  liberty. 
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Ov  tlie  day  that  tenninated the  exiftencc  of  chap 
Mr.   Herbert's  bill,  lord  Chatham  brought  in  ^^-^ 
one  for  reverfing  the  adjudication  of  the  houl'e     1770. 
of  commons  in  the  cafe  of  John  Wilkes.     Thte  J^]^?L 
motion  for  a  fecond  reading  was  ilrongly  fup-  bam'i  wif 
ported  by  lord  Temple,   lord  Lvttelton,  and  fo«^  ^^ 
the  duke  of  Richmond.     Lord  Chatham  dated  jufj^tion" 
the  faft  of  eleven   hundred  and   forty-three  of  the  com* 
freeholders  having  voted  for  Wilkes,  and  only  SJ^^inT 
two  hundred  and  ninety-fix  for  Luttrell;  de-  wiikes* 
Tided  the  new  kind  of  llate  arithmetic,  which 
made  the  fmaller  exceed  the  greater  number, 
and  faid,  it  was  flying  in  the  face  of  a:ll  law 
and  freedom,  robbing  the  freeholders  of  their 
liberty,  and  making  a  mere  farce  of  the  birth- 
rights of  Engliflimen.     "  I  am  afraid,"  he  con- 
cluded, "  this  meafure  has  originated  too  near 
"  the  palace :  I  am  forry ;  but  I  hope  his  ma- 
"  jefty  will  foon  open  his  eyes,  and  lee  it  in  all 
"its  deformity." 

Lord  Pomfret*  called  to  order;  but  lord 
Chatham  refufed  to  retra6l :  he  efteemed  the 
king  in  his  perfonal,  and  revered  him  in  his 
political  capacity  ;  but  hoped  he  would  redrefs 
the  exifting  grievances,  by  diffolving  the  houfe 
of  commons. 

Lord  Mansfield  cited  many  cafes  where  ^ffjS* 
perfons  had  been  expelled  the  lower  houfe,  with-  i3^^|^^ 
out  any  attempt  to  interfere  by  the  lords.  He 
decried  the  argument  drawn  from  the  numbers 
•on  the  poll,  as  a  grofs  miftake.  Mr.  Wilkes,  be 
faid,  was  confidered  as  nobody  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  and  confequently  Luttrell  had  no  oppo- 
nent In  all  contefted  elections,  the  paily 
complainmg  of  illegal  proceedings  does  not 
apply  for  rodrefs  to  the  de^re,  or  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  but  to  the  houfe  of  commons^  who 
.   VOL.  ii  GO  are 
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CHAP,  are  the  only  judges,  and  from  whofe  drter- 
^J^^    mioatton  there  is  no  appeal.    The  freeholder  ts 
i77».     merely  to  determine  on  his  objeft,  by  giving 
his  vote;    the  ultimate  power  lies  with  tlie 
houfeof  commons,  which  judges  of  his  being 
a  legal  objeft  of  reprefentation  in  the  fcveral 
branches   of  his  qualifications.      Tlie  people 
were  already    fufficiently  violent,  but  if  the 
fuperior  branch  of  the  legiflature  ihould  join 
them,  the  public  eiicouragement  of  their  pro- 
ceedings would  occafion  fuch  a  fccne  of  anar- 
chy and  confufion,  that  he  almoft  trembled  at 
the  thought 
supported       LoED  Camden  declared  he  had  refervcd 
^^^     himfelf  till  that  period,   but  would  reply  to 
lord  Mausfield,  whofe  opinions  were  pregnant 
with  unconftitutional  dodrines.    He  combated 
the  arguments  drawn  ffom   Wilkes's  incapa- 
city, and  averred  that  the  houfe  had  refufed 
to  receive  him  as  a  member,  merely  becaufe 
they  would    a6l  in  an    arbitrary    di6iatorial 
manner,  in  fpite  of  law  or  precedent,  a^ainft 
reafon  or  juftice :  a  fecret  influence  had  faid 
the  word,  "  Mr.  Wilkes  flmll  not  fit ;"  and  the 
fiat  was  to  be  obeyed,  though  it  tore  up  the 
heart-ftrings    of   the  conftitution.      Compli- 
jnented  lord  MansHeld  on  his  expertnefs  in 
referring  to  cafes ;  he  faid,  the  queftion  fliould 
be  taken  upon  a  more  broad  and  general  bot- 
tom, not  as  candidate  againil  candidate,  not 
as  Mr.  Wilkes  oppofed  to  colonel  Luttrell ;  but 
as  the  electors  at  large  againft  the  aflfumed 
power  of  the  houfe  of  commons.     In  the  cafe 
of  fliip-mopey,  the  people  jufdy  ioined  in  tJie 
cry,  and  it  ceafed  to  be  a  cafe  between  Mr. 
Hampden  and  the  king,  but  the  people  of  £ng- 
Jand  againft  venal   and  opprellive  miniilers. 

Repeating 
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Repeating  the  words  of  lord  Chatham,  he  pro-  chap.. 
ceeded,  "  I  will  join  my  feeble  eftbrts  to  the  ^^^. 
"  voice  of  the  people ;  and  the  louder  I  hear  i77«>«* 
"  them  cry,  the  more  I  fliall  be  pleafed."  The 
judgment  on  the  Middicfex  election  had  in- 
ni<!^e(l  a  more  dangerous  wound  on  the  cou- 
^itution,  than  any  which  were  given  during 
the  twelve  years  abfence  of  parliament,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  I;  fliould  this  bill  be  le- 
jecled,  he  trufted  in  the  good  fenfe  and  fpirit 
of  the  people,  to  renew  their  claims  to  a  true 
and  free  reprefentation  in  parliament,  as  an 
inherent  and  inalienable  right ;  and  if,  feffiou 
after  feffion,  the  fame  fatal  influence  fhould 
continue,  Engliihmen  would  not  forget  this 
bill  at  the  next  general  eleftion ;  but  make 
fuch  a  compaft  with  the  ele6led,  as  to  pro- 
cure an  equal  reprefentation,  and  a  full  re- 
drefs  of  the  many  ditficulties  under  which  they 
laboured. 

On  the  rejedion  of  the  bilV  a  fhort  prpteft  Rcfeaed* 
was    figned   by  thirty-three   peers;  and   lord  Proteft, 
Chatham  required  that  the  houfe  might  bei  lum- 
inoned  for  the  fourth,  on  a  motion  of  great  im- 
portance relative  to  the  king. 

This    requeft   being  complied   with,   lord  4* May. 
Chatham  moved  a  refolution,  on  the  anfwer  Jwlfs^^' 
to  the  remonftrance  of  the  city  of  London ;  tion  on  t\» 
Affirming,  that  the  advice  by  which  the  king  )^"f  *^j^ 
had  afted  was  of  a  mod  dangerous  tendency,  remon- 
inafmuch  as  the  cleareft  rights  of  the  fubjefi;  *^»ttoc,. 
had   been  indifcriminately  checked  with   re- 
primand ;  and  the  aifli6ted  citizens  had  heard 
from  the  throne  itfelf,   that  the  contents  of 
tlieir  humble  addrefs,  remonftrance,  and  peti* 

1  89  againft  43. 
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CH  A^«  tioft,  could  not  but  be  confidered  by  bis  ma- 
\i^    jefty  as  difrefpcdful  to  himfelf,  injurious  to 
s»^«     his  pai^liament,  and  irreconcileable  to  the  prin-^ 
ciples  of  theconftitution. 

ITmis  anfwer,  lord   Chatham    faid,  was   fo 
harfh,  that  to  equal  it  baffled  his  reading  in 
the  hiltery  of  the  country.    The  king's  judg* 
ment  or   difpofition  would    not   have    per- 
initted  fuch  an  anfwer ;  and  poor  as  his  opinion 
of  the  adminiftrition  was,  he  could  not  fup- 
pofe  it  to  be  a  joint  advice;  if  many  were 
(ronfulted  fome  one  of  them  muft  have  leen 
the  abfurdity.     **  For  whoever  the}''  were,  **  (I 
**  care  not  of  what  confequence)  they  were 
*'  either  fools  or  knaves ;  if  the  latter,  they 
•*  deferved  the  contempt  of  an  injured  people ; 
"  if  the  former,  they  ought  to  have  been  fent 
**  to  fchool  brfore  tney  M'cre  fuffered  to  take 
'*  the  lead  in  public  office."    In  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeech,   lord  Chatham  offered  unbounded 
adulation  to  the  city,  and  averred,  that  colo- 
nel LtittreH  was  no  reprefentati\*e  of  the  people, 
but  a  nominee,  thruft  in  by  foes  to  the  laws 
of  the  land,  and  the  eftabliilied  principles  of 
the  conilitution. 
opttofed         Lo'RD  PoMFRET,  in  a  fliort  anfwer,  obferv- 
i^^t.     ^^i  ^^^  *^^  houfe  had  of  late  been  almoft  in- 
tirely  occupied  by  a  popular  nobleman  on  a 
popular  topic,  to  the  great  hindrance  of  other 
biifmefs;  but  the  lords  could  not  be  expeft- 
ed,  in  fo  fliort  a  fpace  as  fix  weeks,  to  change 
their  opinions  fo   intirely,   ai  to   condemn  a 
nieafure  they  had  then  approved,  and  on  which 
,   they  had,  in  an  addreis  to  the  king,  applauded 
the  propriety  of  his  anfWer. 

It  was  tne  principal  aim  of  the  motion  to 
extraft  from  tue  nxiniftry  fome  defence  or  ex- 
planation. 
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|)lanation,  which  might  afford  means  of  in-  CHAI^ 
flaming  the  difcontents  of  the  city;  but  in   >J?2![/ 
defiance  of  much  abufe  and  perfbnality,  they     nT^ 
maintained  a  prudent  lilence,  and  the  motion 
was  loft 

LoKp  Chatham,  not  deterred  by  the  ill  uth 
ifuccefs  of  this  effort,  moved  for  an  addrefs  *[j*  ^ 
to  dilfolve  the  parliament      The  houfe,  ap-  diflbiutioa 
prized  of  the  object  of  thefe  motions,  deftroy-  ©^  i»riia- 
ed  the  intended   efte6l,    by  prohibiting   the  "*"*' 
admilfion  of  any  perlbns  but  members 'of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  fons  of  peers.    The 
debates  are  not  recorded,  but  the  queftion  was 
negatived. 

Several  attempts  were  made  in  this  feifion  Mr.  Do«fw 
to  alter  the  laws  rel'pefting  parliament,  and  the  ^^Jj^J^ 
members  of  both  houfes.    Mr.  Dowdefwell,  in  a  dsrqnaiify 
committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  moved  ^^^ 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  difqualifying  certain  offi-  ^»^i. 
cers  of  the  excife  and   cufioms  from  voting 
»t  elections.     The  motion  was   chiefly  fup-* 

Sorted  by  flatements  of  the  in^o^cafed  nujoi^ 
er  of  revenue  officers,  and  the  danger  ac-» 
cruing  to  liberty  from  their  votes  and  influ-* 
ence  On  the  other  fide  it  was  obferved>  that 
the  principal  officers  were  already  difqualified 
from  fitting,  and  all  perfons  in  the  e^icife^ 
cuftoms,  or  pofl-olFice,  under  fevere  penalties^ 
injoined  from  intermeddling,  by  penuafion  of 
diffuafion,  in  the  election  of  reprefentatives^ 
The  propofed  bill  was  therefore  unneceffary, 
and  it  would  be  an  ^;6i  of  cruelty  to  deprive  fo 
many  people  of  th^ir  fraachUe.  The  mot^ii 
was  lolt  * 
^is  wet  was  paffed  for  altering  the  l%w  Telatip^  Um  for 

•  %il  to  i8t^ 
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CHAP,  to  privilege,  fo  far  as  it  extended  to  tlieeffefls 
i^J^^    and  domeftics  of  mcinbers  of  either  houfe.  Bills 
>77o.     of  this  nature  had   been  frequently  brought 
tionr^^*^^"  ^"*^  parliament  but   Mere  always  confideied 
granted  by  as  mere  attempts  to  engage,  by  an  afle^led  felf- 
g^^^^     denial,  a  tcmpomry  popularity,  arid  therefore 
rants.        rejedcd.     When  the  prcfent  bill  had  pafled  the 
commons,  and  Mas  brought  into  the  houfe  of 
peers,  it  was  warmly  oppolcd  by  lords  Sandwich 
and    Marchmoftt;   but   defended    M'ilh   great 
Excellent    vigour  by  lord  Mansfield,  w  ho  made  a  moft  able 
lo^dM^iif.  ^>^^ch.     He  dcmonfrrated  from  the  beft  priuci- 
fidd,         pies,  that  the  privilege  Was  not  fo  valuable  as 
was  fuppofed,   and  from  his  experience  in  thd 
Court  where  he  prefided,  deprecated  the  rejec- 
tion of  a  meafurc  calculated  to  relieve  the  prac- 
tice of  the  law  from  many  in-pcdiments  and 
cmbarraflments.     Being  accufcd  of  patronizing 
the  bill  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  popularity; 
he  made  this  animated  anfwer:  "  If  the  noble 
'*  lord  means  by  popularity  the    applaufe  be- 
*^  (lowed  by  aftcr-agcs  on  good  and  %'irhious 
**  actions,   I  Itave  long  been  Ihugpling  in  that 
*^race;  to  >vhat  purpofe  all-trying  time  can 
'*  alone    determine:     but   if  he    means    that 
"  mufhroom  popularity-  m  hich  is  raifed  with- 
"  out  merit,    and   lofl  without    a  Crime,   he 
"  is  much  miftaken.     I    defy  the  noble  lord 
**to  point  out    a  fingle  action  in   my    life, 
**  whae  the  popularity  of  the  times  ever  had 
"  the   fmalleft  influence    on    my   dettrmina- 
"  tions,     I  thank  God,  1  have  a  more  perma- 
^^nentand  fteady  rule  for  m.y  conduit— the 
"  dilutes  of  my  own  brcafl.     Thofe  who  hav6 
**  foregone  that  pleafing  advifer,  and  given  lip 
**  their  minds  to  the  ilavery  of  every^  popular 
.  ^  impulfe,  I  fincerel^  pity :  I  pity  ihem  ftill 
*      ;  •  "  more. 


GEORGE    III.  455 

^imoTCy  if  vanity  leads  them  to  miftake  the  chap* 

*'  fliouts  of  a  mob  for  the  trumpet  of  fame-  J^^. 

**  Experience  might  inform  them  that  many     »77cu 

*'  Mho  have  been  faluted  with  the  huzzas  of  a 

**  crowd  one  day,  have  received  their  execra- 

*^  tions  the  next :  and  many,  who  by  the  popu- 

"  larity  of  their  times  have  been  held  up  as 

^'^  fpotlefs  patriots,  have,  neverthelefs,  appeared 

^*  on  the  hiftorian's  page,  when  truth  has  tri- 

"  nmphed  over  delulion,  the  aflaffins  of  liberty, 

^^-  Why  then  can  the  noble  lord  think  I  am  am- 

■  *  bitious  of  prefqnt  popularity,  that  echo  of 

**  folly,  and  ihadow   of  renown:"     The   bill, 

pafled. 

Anotheh  meafurc  of  (till  greater  import-  Mr.Gren. 
ance  and  utility,  ^vas  George  Grenville's  bill  for'dlc^d! 
for  regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  ing  pcti- 
commons,   on   controverted  eleftions.     Since  ^^®"*  ^^ 
the  famous  Aylefbury  cafe,  in  1 704,  the  houfe  cd  dec* 
of  commons  was  confid^red  as  fole  judge  of 
the  qualifications  of  eleftors,   and  all    other 
matters  relating  to  the  return  9f  membei*s." 
However. well  founded  the  claim,  the  praftice 
was  atten^led  with  many  inconveniences.     At 
firft  the  contefted  cales  had  been  tried  in  a  fele6l 
committee,  confifting  of  fome  of  the  moft  learn- 
ed members ;  but  afterwards  the  pra6lice  pre- 
vailed of  hearing  the  petitioners  by  counfel  at 
the  bar.     Petitions  were  frequently  fo  nume- 
rous, as  materially  to  impede  public  bufmefs ; 
and  fubftantial  juftice  was  feldom   obtained. 
As  the  judges  were  hot  bound  by  an  oath,  ol- 
e^^en  promile  upon  honour,  to  refift  the  impulfe 
of  partiality,  their  fuffrages  were  often  biafled 
by  party,  or  perfpnal  confiderations.    To  re- 
ft CoK<j5  Memoirs  of  SirHobert  Walpolci  vol.  u  chap.  4.  p.  20. 

o  G  ^  m?d^ 
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CH  A?,  medy  theCe  evils,  Mr.  Grenville's  bill  provided 

w^!^  *^*^  every  cafe  of  contefted  eledion  ihould  be 
1770.  referred  to  a  committee  of  thirteen  members, 
chofea  by  the  fitting  member  and  the  peti* 
tioner,  from  a  lift  of  tbrty-nine,  the  refult  of  a 
ballot  Each  party  was  empowered  to  nomi- 
nfite  one  perfon  befides  thofe  thirteen,  to  fit  io 
the  committee ;  which  M^as  authorifed  to  fend 
for  perfons,  papers,  and  records,  and  bound 
by  oath  to  decide  impartially.  Such  is  the 
outline  of  this  celebrated  and  excellent  law. 

ftiftMar.  The  different  claufes  met  with  confiderable 
oppofition  in  the  committee,  and  many  were 

30th.  pew  modelled.  On  the  third  reading,  a  ftre- 
nuous  debate  took  place ;  the  rejection  of  the 
bill  was  move  d  by  Welbore  Ellis,  and  feconded 
by  Fox  ;  the  effort  failed,  although  fupported 
by  lord  North  and  feveral  minifterial  mem- 
bers; it  was  oppofed  by  Dunning,  Burke,  Wed- 

sth  Affih  derburne,  and  Sir  William  Baggott.  In  the 
houfe  of  lords  the  bul  paffed  without  much 
animadverfion,  attended  only  with  a  pane- 
gyric iVom  lord  Chatham. 

Incjuiry  An  inquiry  ipto  the  ftate  and  expenditure 

dyfi  lift  ^^  ^^^  ^^^'^^  ^^^  ^'^  ^^^  ^^  *^^  popular  topics 
^sthFcb,  urged  in  both  houfes.  Mr.  Grenville  moved 
for  an  account  of  the  civil  lift  expcnces  for 
one  year,  ending  the  fifth  of  January.  The 
late  king,  it  was  faid,  left  a  faving  of  one 
hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds,  which 
came  to  the  hands  of  his  prefent  majefty;  be- 
lides  which,  and  his  own  revenue,  he  had  re- 
ceived from  parliament  an  aid  of  five  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  thoufand  pounds;  the  civil 
lift  expenceshad  greatly  increafed  in  1768,  and 
it  was  inferred  that  the  money  was  employed 
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daring  the  general  eleftioa  to  the  injury  of  chap, 
the  people.  \J^Jiii 

The  motion  was  refifted  on  grounds  of  de-     »77o. 
cency,  convenience,  and  expediency ;  and  re- 
jeaeil.** 

Mr.  DowDEswELL  afterwards  moved  for  "tl>Mir. 
certain  accounts,  relative  to  the  king's  debt* 
in  1762,  1763,  1765,  and  1766,  arid  the  amount 
of  money  in  the  exchequer  at  the  late  king's, 
deceafe.  The  motion  was  oppofed  by  lord 
North ;  but  Mr.  DoAvdefwell  naving,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  fpeech,  retlefted  on  lord  Bute, 
lord  Mountftuart  fuccefsfully  requefted  that 
the  accounts  might  be  granted,  to  clear  Jiis 
father's  character. 

In  a  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  *<*^f3» 
Mr.  Dowdefwell  required  an  addrefs,  reciting 
the  excefs  of  expenditure,  and  requefting  the 
king  to  retrench  his  expences,  and  enforce  on 
his  fervants  the  praftice  of  economy,  which 
would  tend  moft  to  the  Ironour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown,  the  fatisfe6tion  of  his  own  royal 
mind,  and  the  content  of  his  people.  Lord 
North,  after  ihewing  the  impropriety,  want  of 
refpecl,  and  indecency  of  tne  addrefs,  moved 
that  the  chairman  fhould  leave  the  chair,  and 
the  committee,  (which  had  exifted  eight  months 
without  producing  any  good  confequence,) 
ihould  be  diifolved.  This  motion  was  car- 
ried.' 

The  next  day,    Mr.  Dowdefwell  inefFec-  $<l« 
tually  repeated  his  motion  in  the  houfe.     Sir 
Edward  Aftley  alfo  moved  for  a  lift  of  pen-  s^^- 
fions,  which  occafioned  a  debate^  but  was  re- 
jefted.' 

*  %6%  to  165.  f  108  to  75« 
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Similar  attempts  were  made  in  tlie  uppfT 
houfe :  lend  Chiitliam,  in  moviu}^  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  Itate  and  expenditure  of  the  civil  litt, 
took  the  opportunity  of  vindieating  hinifelf 
ag'aiuil:  the  eharg-e  frequently  made,  of  grant* 
inp:  numerous  penlions.  lie  produced  a  lift, 
and  after  fpeakine;  of  fcveral  of  the  parties  in 
t-erms  of  appropriate  praife,  meritioiieti  lord 
Camden,  as  one  whole  int(  ferity  hail  made  him 
once  more  a  po^^r  and  private  man,  l>e  was 
difmifVed  for  his  vote  in  tavouv  of  the  right  of 
eleoiion  in  the  people.  Thefe  intemperate 
words  were  taken  down,  hut  no  confe<|uenc€a 
enfued.     'I'he  motion  was  nej^ativt^k 

Thk  atlhirs  of  America  lornied  the  moft  im- 
portant object  of  parliairentary  attention,  and 
were  debate<l  ^ith  the  ufnal  zeal  and  vio- 
lence, A  petition  was  prefented  from  the  mcr^ 
cliants  of  London  trading  to  America,  defcrib- 
ing  tl'iC  importance  and  advantages  of  the 
former  tnifiie,  and  its  total  fuppreflkm  by  com- 
hinalions  in  confcquence  of  the  late  tax-laws, 
and  pniving  relief.  Lord  North  having  con- 
troverted fcveral  ftatcments  in  the  petition, 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  rej^ealing 
all  the  duties  exce|)t  thofe  on  tea.  Gover- 
nor PoMiKiil,  not  fatisfied  with  this  partial  i^^s 
pen],  jjropoicd,  as  an  amendment,  that  it  iJiould 
oxteiul  to  all  the  duties,  and  fupported  his  mo- 
tion by  a  long  fpei  eh,  replete  with  coniidcr- 
aiions  of  political  expediency,  and  abftrafik 
right. 

The  debate  was  conduced  in  an  extraor- 
diiKuy  n^.ynner;  as  fevcral  opinions  were  avow-* 
ed,  which  (ful  not  accord  either  with  tlie  ori- 
ginal motion,  or  the  amenchnent.  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  faid,  he  had  afted  fyftematically  in  im- 
pofuig  Ihc  Aamp  diUics,  Mdiicli  he  had  rcafon  to 

think 
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think  could  and  would  be  paid.  Tliefucceed-  chap. 
ing  miniihy  had  alio  purfued  a  fyftem  which  >^ii>^ 
then  perhaps  was  the  next  beft,  that  of  repeal-  1770-  - 
ing  the  law ;  replacing  America  in  its  priftine 
condition ;  and  at  the  fame  time  preferving 
the  power  of  the  Englifh  parliament,  by  a  law 
dec  larino'  the  right  of  taxation.  The  next  mi- 
niftcrs  laid  a  tax  diametrically  repugnantto  com- 
inercial  principles,  bringing  in  no  money  to 
the  (late  (the  clear  annual  amount  being  under 
fixteen  thoudmd  pounds)  and  throwing  North 
America  into  a  tenfold  flame.  Although  he 
was  of  opinion  the  Americans  fliould  be  eafed, 
yet  as  the  miniftiy  had  formed  no  fyftematical 
plan,  he  confidercd  the  intended  partial  repeal 
as  futile,  and  the  amendment  inadequate.  He 
did  not  think  the  firft  propofal  would  be  of 
^ny  real  fer\  ice,  nor  would  he  aflift  in  forcing 
the  Ininiftry  to  adopt  a  meafure  which  he 
thought  very  little  better,  and  therefore  fliould 
11  ot  vote. 

Gexeral  Coxway,  Sir  William.  Meredith, 
and  colonel  Bane  fupportcd  the  amendment; 
Avliile  lord  Barrington  and  Welbore  Ellis  op- 
pofed  both  the  motion  arid  the  amendment; 
they  faM'  no  probability  that  repealing  the 
tax  would  quiet  America,  and  therefore  were 
defirous  of  putting  the  aft  in  execution  abfo- 
lutcly,  and  with  the  united  powers  of  the  na- 
tion. The  amendment  was  rejefiled/  and  the 
iff  ultimately  palfed  according  to  the  minifter's 
firft  propol'al.  An  ineffeftual  motion  was  after-  9th  April. 
wards  made,  to  repeal  the  duty  on  tea. 

Alderman  Trecothick,  who  failed  in  ^st\u  ^ 
this  attempt,  fucceeded  in  obtaining  papers  re-  Motion  for 
lative  to  American  affairs.     Governor  Pow-  r^P^'^v 

'  204.  to  14.1. 
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CHAP«  nail  founded  on  them  a  motion  for  an  addrcfs^ 
;  V^^^    praying  for  the  examination  of  Uie  feveral  pow- 
^770.     ers  and  authorities  contained  in  the  conimif- 
9^  May.    fi^'^  ijranted,  and  in  the  orders  and  inftruc- 
Forcz-      tions  ifTued,  to  the  provincial  governors  and 
Sfhtln-''   commanders  in  chief;  to  the  end,  tliat  fuch 
ftruaiont    commiffions,  inftru^tions,  and  orders,  might  be 
to  govcr.    explained,  correded,  and  amended,  where  they 
*^  *         claihed  or  interfered  with  each  other,  or  con- 
tained  powers  and  autliorities  not  warranted 
by  law,  and  the  confutution.     The  governor 
fupported    his  motion   by  a  fpeech  of  great 
length,  in  which  he  panegyri2:ed  the  loyalty 
and  good  difpofitions  of  the  colonifis,  and  fe- 
verely  blamed  the  condud;  of  Sir  Francis  Ber- 
nard.    He  was  feconded  by  the  lord-mayor, 
and  a  (Irenuous  debate  enfued,  which  continued 
two  days,  and  in  which  fome  recent  tranfaotious 
in  America  were  vehemently  difcuflfed ;  but  the 
motion  was  rejeded/ 
iStb  Mijr.      I  jf  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  duke  of  Ric})mond 
thTiordt!'*  ^oved  eighteen  refolutions,  which,  after  fome 
igth.        difcuflion,  were  difpofed  of  by  a  motion  of  ad^ 
Son?^     journment;  and  on  the  next  day  the  king  ter-? 
minated  the  feffion. 

•  197  to  7^. 
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CHAPTER   THE   EIGHTEENTH:, 
1769—1770—1771. 

View  of  America.-^ Effect  of  reviving  the 
Jiatute  of  Henry  VIIL^ln  Maffachujfefs 
Bay.  ^-^  Proceedings  of  the  legijlature.  ^^ 
Proceedings  in  other  provinces.  —  Non-im^ 
portation  committees  formed.  —  Examina^ 
tion  of  the  conduct  ofminijlry.  —  Conduct  of 
the  people  of  Bojion  towards  the  military.  -^ 
Riot  in  Bojion.  —  Town-meeting.  —  Soldiers 
remwed.  ^-- Efforts  to  infpire  revenge. — 
Trial,  and  acquittal  of  captain  Preftan  and 
his  fotdiers.  "^General  court  removed  to 
Cambridge.  —  Unpopularity  of  the  non^ 
importation  agreement  — •  fVhick  is  renounc- 
td  on  the  repeal  of  the  duties. — Remon* 
Jiranct  of  the  city  of  London  to  the  king. 
•-^Behaviour  of  Beckford.'^^ Approved  by 
the  city.  —  Addrejs  on  the  birth  of  a  prin- 
tefs.  —  Addrejs  of  the  city  to  lord  Chatham. 
—Death  of  Bedford. — Corilhination  cf 
France  and  Spain.  —  Account  of  Falkland's 
Ifiands.  —  Expuljion  of  the  Englijh  colonyfs 
by  the  Spaniards.  — information  received  in 
England. —  Exertions  of  minijlry.  ^^  Con- 
duct of  oppojition.  —  fVeJiminfler  meeting. 
*^  Debates  in  parliament  on  the  aggreffion 
of  Spain.  *—  Progrefs  of  negotiation.  —  Un^ 
willingnefs  of  France  to  engage  in  war.  -— 
'^Dijmiffton  of  Choifeul.^^-^Uonceffion  of 
JSpain^  and  final  adjujiment.^-^  Changes  tn 
$ne  miniftry.  —  Difagreement  between    the 

tU'Q 
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izro  hG?tfcs  of  parUameiit.  —  Arrangement 
Ti'ith  Spain  approved.-^ Trials  of  certain 
printers  for  publijhiag  Junius^s  Letters.  — 
Dijciijffon  of  lord  Mansfield's  doctrine  in 
cafes  of  libels.  —  He  leaves  a  zcritten  docu- 
ment xcith'the  clerk  of  the  hoitfe  of  lords.  -^ 
,  J)isf7'a?ichifement  'of  the  electors  of  Ke:w 
Shorekami 

CHAP.   |N  occupying  themfelves  about  America,  the 
3Z^  Britilh  parliament  3'ielded  only  to  the  dic- 

View  of     tates  of  propriety  and  neceflity :  the  fituation 
"^*^^'    jof  aftairs  claimed  interference,  but  the  niea- 
fures  adopted  were  not  judicious  or  falutary. 
While  the  caufe  of  American  infubordiiiation 
was  fo  vehemently  defended  by  advocates  of 
unparalleled  courage,    credit,   and  ability,   it 
could  not  be  expefled  that  the  exertions  of 
authority  in  reftraining  the  turbulent,  and  re- 
.ftoring  the  reign  of  order,  fliould  be  attended 
with  fuccefs.     Every  effort  of  coercion  was 
refifted  as  an  illegal  incroaclunent,  while  all 
conciliatory  attempts  were  confidered  as  the 
refults  of  timidity,  and  pledges  ^f  vidory  to 
future  oppofition. 
Effcaof        The  mcafure  of  the  Grafton  adminidration, 
Tft'"^     which  announced  the  revival  of  the  obfolete 
o/Hcnr/    ft^tutc  of  Ilcnry  VIII,  produced  extenfive  ill- 
Viii.        confcquences ;  tlie  tyrannical  fpirit  of  that  pro- 
ceeding was  fo  obvious,  that  in  the  provinces 
where  the  inhabitants  were  tranquil  and  loyal, 
it  Wiis  felfc  as  an  invafion  of  liberty,  and  tlic 
people  were  obliged  to  thofe  who,  in  the  other 
ftates,  were  willing  to  brave  the  ftorm,  and  by 
a  difplay  of  couiagcous  hoftility,  fecure  their 
f^-eedonik 
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Ii^  Maffacbuffet's  Bay>  a^ainft  which  this  chap. 
tneafure  was  principally  direfted,  and  where  thp  ^iil^ 
|)refence  df  foldieis  iafpired  fome  little  awe,  a  irtMafla- 
temporary  confternation  enfued :  the  writers  of  ^^^^^  * 
feditious  publications  defifted  for  a  few  weeks,       '  .^ 
but  fpeedily  refumed  tlicir  labours. .,  The  new  31ft  May 
allembly,  convened  in  puifuance  of  tl)e  king's  p^^5>j^j 
writ,  adhering  to  the  fpirit  of  their  precleceffors,  ings  dF  the 
ftated,  in  a  nieiT'age  to  the  govemw,  tliat  they  legiflaturc. 
could  not  proceed  witli  freedom,  while  fliips  of 
war  were  in  the  harbour,  and  a  military  force  in 
the   town  of  IJolton;  but  the  governor  an* 
fwered,  he  had  no  autJiority  to  remove  either 
iln]>s  or  troops.      The  aifembly  proceeded  to 
the  eleftion  of  a  council ;   carefully  exclud- 
ing every  perfon  attached  to  govennnent,  or 
who,  by  his  talents  and  influence^  had  contri- 
buteil  to  rcftrain  or  oppofe  the  turbulent  party :    . 
they  then  replied  to  the  governor,  that  a  mi-  13th  June, 
litary  force  afliliing  in  the  execution  of  laws, 
was  inconfiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  a  free  confu- 
tation :  the  unwillingnels  of  a  people  in  ge- 
neral,  that  a   law    ihould  be   executed,    was 
ftrong  prefumption  of  its  being  unjuft:  it  could 
not  be  the  law  of  the  people,  as  they  muil  con- 
.  fent  to  laws  before  they  can,  in  confcience,  be 
obliged  to  obey.     They  voted  charges*  againft  27th  June^ 
their  governor  for  mifconduit,  and  a  peti- 
tion for  his  removal,  which  was  tranfmitted 
to  their  agent  to  be  laid   before  the  privy- 
council  ;  and  paffcd  a  vote,   declaratory    of  8th.  July, 
their  right,  as  Britifli  fubjecis,  to  be  tried  for 
treafon,    felonv,  or  any  other   crime,   within 
the  colony ;  that  they  might  not  be  depriv- 
ed of  the  benefit  of  a  jury  of  the  vicinage, 
or  of  the  advantage  of  fummoning  and  pro- 
ducing  witnelfes.      Governor   Bernard   pro- 
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rogued  the  general  court,  and  during  the  re- 
cefs  returned  to  England.* 

The  example  ot  the-affembly  of  Maflachuf- 
fet's  Bay  \^as  folloMed  in  feveral  other  pro- 
vmce§ ;  the}-  paflccl  fevere  ftri^ures  on  the  con- 
dnft  of  adminiilration,  and  entered  into  rcfo- 
lutions  declaratory  of  their  rights  in  cafes  of 
trials  for  treafon ;  which,  infome  of  the  colonies, 
were  expreffed  in  terms  fo  acrimonious  that  the 
aflemblies  were  diffolved.  This  meafure,  ikr 
from  producing  the  intended  eflfed,  increafrd 
the  fpirit  of  difaffe6tion  :  the  members  of  the 
lesriflative  bodies  returning  to  their  homes,  and 
mixing  with  their  confiituents,  extended  the 
influence  of  the  opinions  they,  had  previoufly 
exprcfled  and  encouraged,  an<l  to  wnich  they 
had  the  civdit  of  appearing  as  martyrs. 

The  prevailing  rtlentment  againfi  the  Bri- 
tifli  government,  facilitated  the  operations  of 
thofe  who  Mere  defirous  of  difirefling  the  mo- 
ther-country by  anti-commercial  combina- 
tions. Committees  were  appointed  in  the  fe- 
veral toM'ns,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  examine  car- 
goes on  their  arrival  from  Great  Britain,  and 
report  to  their  conftituents,  in  what  manner  the 
terms  of  aflbciation  had  been  adhered  to;  votes 
of  cenfure  were  paffed  on  thofe  M'ho  infringed 
them,  and  their  names  were  publi/hed  as  ene- 
mies to  their  country.  Thefe  proceedings 
alarmed  the  merchants  of  London,  and  pro- 
duced the  application  to  parliament  which  has 
already  been  mentioned, 

'  Almonds  CoIIe^ion  of  Pape>^,  vol.  i.  p.  ts6  to  the  end.    Sted^ 

'  man^s  Hiftory  of  the  American  V^ar,  vol.  1.  p.  60,  et  ffq.     While 

.  in  England  gofernor  Bernard  was  tried  (aSth  February  X770)  at 

the  coek*(^it|  on  the  articles  preferred  againft  him  hy  the  general 

aflembly  of  MafTachufTet't  Bay,  and  acquitted.    See  annual  Regifter* 

tjy^t  p.  76«    XkaticinaB*a  Magatinei  i77o>  p*  1.59  aud  adj. 

^  Lord 
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Lord  I^orth's  facility  in  yielding  to  this  chak. 
application  Was  an  unfortunate  meafure.     The  >^^ 
aflbciations  in  America  were  always  framed  or     »76.9- 
fftudioned  by  mercantile  fpeculators,  who  had  ^^n  oHbe 
large  (locks  of  Britilh  goods  in  their  poffeflTion;  condua  of 
but  according  to  the  ftate  of  labour,  and  the  «n»ni^'- 
difficulties  of  commerce  which  then  prevailed, 
a  perfeverance  of  two  years  would  have  re- 
duced the  Americans  to  the  neceffity  of  apply- 
ing again  with  abjeft  humility  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  of  living  on  the  produce  of  their  own 
foil,  in  a  ilate  of  general  privation  of  every 
luxury  to  which  they  had  been  accuftomed :  in 
a  ftate  which  would  have  reduced  the  moft 
opulent  of  the  alfociators  to  envy  the  condition 
of  a  common  mechanic,   or  day-labourer  at 
home.     If  it  was  defirable  to  the  minifter  to 
coerce  the  Ameiicans,  they  had  furniflied  him 
with  the  means ;  for  by  taking  advantage  of 
their  combinations,  and  iffuing  a  prohibition 
againft  the  exportation  of  drugs,  and  various 
other  neceffaries,  except  on   terms  of  proper 
fiibmiflTion,  their  own  miferies  would  have  pro- 
duced fuch  dilfentions,  and  created  fuch  a  ge- 
neral abhonence of  the  fpirit  of  rdiftarice,  that 
a  long  period  muft  have  elapfed  before  it  could 
again  have  been  exhibited  with  effetjt     If  the 
miniftry  were  afraid  to  purfue  this  bold  courfe, 
they  ought  to  have  conciliated  the  coloniftsby 
a  total  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  law,  and  not 
have  left  the  Americans,  without  a  poffibility 
of  experiencing  the  leaft  inconvenience,  in  pof^ 
feffion  of  a  plaufible  ground  of  complaint. 

At  the  time  when  lord  North  was  preparing  Conduit 
to  reftore,  if  poUible,  contentment  to  the  colo-  °l^^/ 
nifts,  they  were  again  engaged  in  afts  of  out-  ton».  "** 
rage,  which  demanded  fevere  correftion.   While  '''■«;d»  tht 
four  regiments  were  quartered  at  Bofton,  the  ^^^^^* 

YOL.  u  u  u  inhabitants 
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CHAP,  inhabitants  were  kept  in  awe  by  their  num- 
^^  bers,  and  maintained  a  iullcn  tranquillity; 
1769-  but  the  regiments  being  removed,  they  loft  all 
fear,  and  difplayed  their  animofity  to  govern- 
ment by  inlults  on  the  military,  who  were  ' 
abufed  and  vilified  in  the  newfpapers,  and  every 
opportunity  taken  to  degrade  and  expole 
to  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  populace. 
The  foldiers  were  neither  by  education,  nor  the 
habits  acquired  in  the  fervice,  difpofed  to  bear 
fuch  tieatnient  with  patience,  and  the  peace 
was  frequently  difturbed  by  contentions  and 
aftrays  between  them  and  the  people.  In  this 
ftate  of  mutual  animofity,  each  party  imputed 
to  the  other  views  and  deligns  which  were  pro-- 
bably  never  entertained.  The  Boftonians  were 
accufed  of  a  project  to  expel  the  military  by 
force,  and  of  having  engaged  a  party  from  the 
countiy  to  affift  in  executing  it."*  The  foldiers 
were  charged  with  a  fyftematic  defign  to  urge 
the  people  beyond  their  patience,  that  a  mo- 
ment of  excels  might  furniih  a  pretext  for  a 
general  maflacre  and  plunder/  Of  the  fii-ft  of 
thefe  accufations  no  evidence  has  ever  appear- 
ed :  the  latter  refutes  itfelf ;  as  the  military,  if 
they  had  formed  fuch  a  defign,  would  have 
executed  it  before  they  were  weakened  by  the 
departure  of  half  their  force. 
Riot  in  The  quarrels  of  individuals,  and  fniall  par- 

Bofton.      ii^^^  in  procefs  of  time,  produced  a  general  fcn- 
timent  of  rancour,  which  occaiidned  a  more  im- 
sd  March,  portant  conteft.      A  diipute  arofe  between  the 
'^^®'        foldiers  and  the  rope-makers  who  worked  in 
Bofton,  and  many  circuniltances  of  initation 
having  occurred,  meafures  were  taken  on  both 

^  Stedman's  Hiftory  of  the  A#ciic*n  War,  voL.  i.  p.  75, 
c  Narrative  of  the  horrid  aiaiTacre  in  EQ&Wt  paflim. 

..ficjes 
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fides  for  a  general  engagement  Unfortunate-  c  h  A  Pi 
ly,  all  the  diiputes  between  the  townfmen  and  J^Jlii' 
the  foldiers  were  kept  concealed  from  the  of-  '770^ 
ficei-s :  the  military  would  not  impeach  them- 
felves,  and  the  people  maintained  a  lofty  and 
fupercilious  referve,  difdaining  to  refer  their 
grievances  to  the  arbitrament  of  men  whom 
they  neither  efteemed  nor  refpeded.  In  con-  ithMarch, 
fequence  of  the  previous  difpofition  of  the 
parties,  and  the  fury  excited  by  recent  tranf- 
anions,  a  ferious  riot  was  raifed,  the  com-* 
mencement  and  condu6l  of  which  are  dif-* 
ierently  related,  as  prejudice  or  intereft  pre- 
vail, nor  can  any  of  the  proceedings  be  re- 
counted with  the  confidence  arifing  from  a 
clear  and  well-connefted  narrative.  • 
.  It  appears  that  an  affray  took  place  in  the 
evening  between  twofoldiers  and  a  party  of  the 
lower  order  of  people,  upon  which  a  mob 
was  immediately  raifed.  To  increafe  the  num- 
ber of  their  paitizans,  the  Boftonians  broke 
into  two  mccting-houfes,  and  rang  the  alarm- 
bells,  which  were  the  general  (ignals  of  fire  r 
they  alfo  ran  about  the  ftreets  calling  on  the 
people  to  leave  their  habitations  and  defend 
themfelves.  By  thefe  means  an  immenfe  and 
exafperated  multitude  was  coUefted.  Captain 
Prefton,  the  commanding  officer  on  duty,  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  late  tranfaftions,  and  con-  - 
lidered  the  alarm  to  be  really,  as  it  was  appar 
rently,  excited  by  fire,  received  information  of 
the  commotion  with  furprize.  He  repaired  to 
the  main-guard,  and  feeing  the  crowd  flock 
towards  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  hearing  the 
threats  of  the  populace,  became  apprehenfive 
of  fome  attempt  to  obtain  poffeffion  of  the  cheit 
containing  the  king's  money;  he  was  alio  in- 
H  H  2  formed 


4«8  lilSTORY  OF   BSGLASD. 

CHAP,  formed  that  the  people  had  exprcfled  a  refo-* 
^JJj  lutioQ    to    murder  the   centinel.      He    fum- 
'  1770.     nioned  to  his  aid,   a  non-comaiiflfioncd    of- 
ficer and  twelve  privates;  and,   in  order   to 
prevent  violence,  accompanied  the  party  him-* 
felf.     The  mob,  who  were  obliged,  by  the 
united  efibrts  of  the  guards,  to  keep  a  certain 
diftance,  tried  by  abulive  epithets  and  defiance, 
and  by  throM'ing  (iones  and  fnowballs,  to  irri- 
tate the  military  to  a  foi^tfulnefs  of  their 
duty.       Prefton  parleyed,  and  attempted  to 
convince  the  people  from  the  manner  in  which 
tlie  men  wore  drawn  up,  the  pofition  in  which 
they  held  their  arms,  and  tlie  (ituation  in  which 
he  himfclf  ftood,  that  no  intention  could  pofli- 
bly  be  entertained  of  firing.     While  he  was 
thus  engaged,  one  of  the  mob  ftruck  a  foldier 
with  a  cudgel;  the  man,  irritated  at  this  infult, 
immediately  fired.   The  captain  turning  to  re- 
primand him  for  firing  without  orders,  received 
a  violent  blow  on  the  arm  with  a  club.     Some 
perfons   from  .behind  gave  the  word,  "  fire ;" 
but  the  confufion  was  fo  great,  that  no  one 
diftinclly  knew  from  whom  it  proceeded.  Pref* 
ton  repeatedly  ordered  the  men  not  to  fire,  but 
about  ten  pieces  were  difchargcd.     The  wonl 
could  not  have  been  clearly  undeiftood,   nor 
could  it  pofiibly  have  been  given  by  the  of- 
ficer, fince  the  men  in  their  previous  pofition* 
ftood  with  bayonets  fixed,  and  tlicir  amis  half- 
cocked  ;  there  are  fcvcral  inteimediatc  words 
of  command,  which  an  officer  could  not  have 
omitted :  beikles,  had  the  word  been  given  by 
the  officer,  the  whole  divifion  would  have  fired 
at  once;  whereas  from  every  account  it  ap- 
pears, that,  after  the  man  a\  ho  had  been  ftruck, 
two  fired,  then  three,  and  then  five.     The  re- 

fult 
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fultwas  that  four  perfons  were  killed,  and  fix  CHAF^ 
OP  feven  wounded :  the  populace  immediately  ^![j^. 
fled  Avith  precipitation,  but  Ihortly  afterwardi  itto*  ' 
returned  to  carry  off  their  friends :  the  mili- 
tary, apprehenfive  of  a  new  attack,  were  again 
preparing  to  fire,  but  captain  Prefton  prevent- 
ed them  by  throwing  up  their  pieces  with  his 
hand.  The  whole  affair  was  a  fcene  of  hurry 
and  confufion,  occup^'ing  about  t\fenty  mi- 
nutes. The  populace  ftill  continued  in  a  ftate 
of  infun'e^ion :  they  beat  a  dnmi  about  the 
ftreets,  calling  •'  to  aims  ;**  feveral  officers, 
who,  on  a  fimilar  call  toam^s,  were  haftening  to 
join  their  comrades,  were  beat,  knocked  down, 
and  wounded,  antl  every  appearance  indicated 
an  intention  of  further  hoftJlity.  Lieutenant- 
governor  Hutchinfon,  an<l  colonel  Carr,  at 
length  interfered,  and  the  foldiers  being  ordered 
to  their  barracks,  the  people  were  induced  to 
retire  to  their  houfes. 

The  next  day,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  6th March. 
of  Bofton  M^as  held  at  the  town -hall,  when,  af-  ^**!^ 
ter  fome  warm  fpeeches,  thev  chofe  a  committee  "**^* 
of  fifteen  to  wait  on  the  lieuteriant-rgovemor, 
with  a  meffage  rcqucfting  him,  as  the  only 
poflible  means  of  preventing  further  carnage, 
to  remove  the  troops.  He  replied,  that  i^'ith- 
out  orders  from  the  general,  who  was  at  New 
York,  the  commanding  officers  could  not  re- 
move the  military ;  but  promifed  that  meafures 
ihould  be  adopted  for  keeping  them  in  fitua- 
tions  where  no  future  inconvenience  could 
arife.  This  anfwer  was  declared  to  be  not  Ikr 
tisfaftory,  and  a  frelh  committee  of  (even  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  lieutenant-govenior, 
with  a  meffage  to  that  effect.  Mr.  IIutchin,£ba 
immediately  made  application  to  the  council, 
vIk)  voted,  without  hefitation  qx  oppofitiq^, 
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that  it  was  effentially  necclFary  for  the  good  of 
his  majefty's  fervice,  to  remove  the  foldiers 
from  the  town.  Colonel  Dalrymple,  the  com- 
manding officer,  gave  his  word  that  lie  would 
comply,  and  they  were  accordingly  removed 
to  Caftle  William,  the  military  duty  at  the 
town-houfe  and  town-prilbn  being  perfonned 
by  the  militia. 

Every  advantage  Avas  taken  of  this  cir* 
cumftance  to  inflame  the  public  mind.  At 
the  funeral  of  thofe  who  had  been  killed,  a 
general  proccffion  was  made  through  the  town; 
the  fliops  were  all  flmt,  and  flag's  exhibited 
with  emblematical  devices  and  infcriptions^ 
calculated  to  infpire  revenge. 

AcHARGE  of  murder  was  preferred  againft 
captain  Prefton  and  the  foldiers  acting  under 
him,  who  immediately  furrendered  themfelves 
into  cuftody.  Great  efforts  were  ufed  to  procure 
depofitions  in  corroboration  of  this  accufation, 
and  it  is  proluiblc  that  had  the  trial  been  im- 
mediately proceeded  in,  fuch  was  the  popular 
fury,  they  would  have  been  all  facrificcd.  The 
proceedings  were  however  deferred  for  fome 
months,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  news  of  the 
partial  repeal  of  the  tax  a6t  had  reftored  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  calm.  The  trial  was  neverthe- 
lels  conducted  with  great  Avarmth,  and  con- 
tinued fix  days.  Upwards  of  fil'ty  witnefles 
were  examined,  and  the  counfel  on  both  fides 
exerted  great  ability.  Captain  Prefton  was 
honourably  ac(juitted ;  as  were  all  the  other 
parties,  except  two,  M'ho  were  found  guilty  of 
jnanflaughter.* 

<  Taken  from  Stcdman's  Hiftory  of  the  American  V^Tar^  to!,  u 
p.  75  ;  Narrative  of  the  horrid  maffacre  at  Bofton :  printed  by  or- 
der of  the  town,  and  reprinted  by  DUly  and  Almon  j  Account  of 
the  iiot|  Cafe  of  Thomas  Predon,  and  accoHn]^  of  ii%  bial»  in- 
ferted  in  the  Annual  Rcgiflcr,  1770,  p,  ax i. 
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•    The  lieutenant-governor,  after  the  femoVal  Chap. 
t)f  the  troops,  proceeded  to  hold  tlie  general  s^^ 
court  of  the  province;  but,  juftly  apprehenfive     »77o. 
of  the  influence  which  their  fitting  generally  ocnerS*^' 
produced  among  the  people,  he  removed  them  court  re- 
to  the  town  of  Cambridge.     Irritated  at  this,™^*f  ^ 
proceeding,  and  confcious  of  the  motive,  the  bridge. 
•council  and  aflembly,  although  the  lieutenant- 
governor's  fpeech  pointed  out  fcverai  inipoitant 
topics  of  confideration,  refufed  to  enter  on  any 
bufinefs  unlefs  the  governor  would  convene 
them  at  Bofton,  the  ufiial  place. 

The   patriots  who   compofed  this   general  Unpopu, 
court  were,  in  faft,  reduced  to  great  dilficul-  ^^^^^^^ 
ties.    The  felf-denial  impofed  by  the  non-im-  impona" 
'portation   agreement,  had   become  extremely  tion  agrees 
irkfome  in  feveral  of  the  provinces.     Newport,  ""^"^' 
in  Rhode  ifland,  relinquillied  the  confederacy, 
and  New  York  meditated  a  fimilarproce«ling; 
Portfmouth,  the  capital  of  New  Hampfliire,  had 
never  acceded  to  tlie  nieafure,  and  the  fuperior 
comforts  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
places  were  little  diminiihed  by  the  anathemas 
of  Bofton,  where  trade  Avas  on  the  decline,  and 
where  the  merchants  envied  while  they  decried 
the  efFe6ts  of  a  mode  of  condu6b  different  from 
their  own.    While  the  public  mind  was  in  this  Which  U 
ftate,  the  law  arrived  tor  the  repeal  of  duties:  7„"^"r? 
the  affociators  gladly  feizcd  this  opportunity  of  peal  of  du-. 
making  an  advantagex)Lts  compromife  between  ^'«»- 
their  pride  and  their  neceffities ;  they  imm^ 
diatcly  confented  to  renew  their  trade  with 
Great  Britain,  hi  every  article  except  tea,  and 
orders  of  more  than  ufual  extent  \yere  tranf- 
jnittcd  to  the  mother-country.* 

«  Stednian,  voL  i.  p.  77. 
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CRAP.       The  conteft  of  the  city  of  London  with  the 
xvin^  court  vas  carried  on  with  unabated  acrimony 
1770-     and  audacity.    Before  the  rifing  of  parliament, 
ftnmcrof    *  common-council  was  held  for  the  purpofe  of 
the  city  of  framing  another  remonfirance  to  the  king,  in 
^^a  1^'  "  confequence  of  his  anfwer  to  the  former.    This 
*^       ^*  meafure  was  ftrongly  fupported  by  fieckford, 
and  voted  by  a  great- majority/  The  paper  was 
carried   to   St.  James's    by   the  lord-mayor, 
and  a  fuitable  train  of  attendants:  it  exprefled 
the  deep   concern  of   the  city  at  the  awful 
fentence  of  cenfure  lately  palled  upon  it,  iu 
his  majefty's  anfwer  from  the  throne;   and 
after  recapitulating  the  grievances  complauned 
of  in  former  addrelfes,  concluded  with  a  prayer 
to  heaven,   that  his  Majefty  might  reign,   as 
kings  only  can  reign,  in  and  by  the  hearts  of 
a  loyal,  dutiful,  and  free  people* 
S^e?'*      The  king,  in  anfwer,  faid,  He  fliould  have 
been  wanting  to   the  public,   as  well  as  to 
himfelf,    if  he  had  not  exprelfed  his  diilatif- 
Beckford^f  faaion  at  the  late  addrefs.     The  lord-mayor, 
'^^'        after   obtaining   permiflion   to  reply,    begged 
leave  to  declare  on  behalf  of  his  fellow  citizens^ 
how  much  the  bare  apprehenfion  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  difpleafure  would,    at  all  times,   affeO; 
their  minds ;   the  declaration  of  it  had  fill- 
ed them   with  inexprcflible  anxiety,  and  the 
deepeft  aftiittion.     lie  fupplicated  the  king  not 
to  difmifs  them  from  his  prefence  without  fome 
comfort,  and  profpecl  at  leaft  of  redrels,     Ko 
anfwer  being    returned,  th?  lord-mayor  and 
his  fuite  withdrew.*  4 

The 

f  7  aWcrmtn,  105  comnioners,  to  S  aldermen,  ^7  commoners. 

t  View  of  the  hiftory  of  Great  BritaiH  during  the  iidminiftratioo  of 
lord  North,  p.  19. — Tbt  recorder  of  London,  Sir  James  Eyre,  after- 
wards chicf-jufticc  of  the  common  p^eas,  dechned  atttimling  with  this 
AdiUcfs}  his  condu^  gave  offence,  and  was  (27th  Sept.)  uiadc  a  ibb- 
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Tti  E  birth  of  a  princrfs  f umifhed  another  oc-  C  H  A  fi 
cafion  for  the  city  to  difplay  their  zeal  in  giv-    ,^!ii^| 
ing  offence  to  the  king.    A  conrt  of  common-     *77jv 
council  being  held  at  Guildhall,  the  conduiQ;  'g^j,    ^' 
of  the  lord-naayor  on  the  late  occaiion  was,  af-  BeckVord^ 
4t€r  fome  difbnffion,  highly  approved.     Wilkes,  ^!J^%. 
who  had  lately,   in  defiance  of  decencj%  and 
not  without  fome  doubts  in  point  of  law,  been 
made  ah  alderman,  bore  a  principal  iliai^  ia 
this  debatfC. :  He  vindicated  iJeckford ;  and  al* 
legcd,  asareafon  for  not  attending  at  court 
onthe.^Sd,  that  from  the  eagernefs  of  miniftry 
to  murder  the  people,  he  was  convinced  if  he 
had  gone  to  St.  James's,  and  only  a  frvv  boys 
had  ihouted,  it  would  have  been  a  pretence  for 
another  maffacre.     On  the  motion  for  an  a.d* 
ilrels  of  congratulation,  he  obferved,  this  did 
not  feem  a  time  for  compliments ;  the  citizens 
of  London  had  been  treated  of  late  with  great 
indignity;  their  petitions  received  with  con- 
tempt, their  remonftrance  with  infult;  it  fefcmed 
to  be  the  only  ftudy  of  adminiftration  t6  affront 
the  city,  and  provoke  the  people,  as  inftances 
of  which  he  adduced  the  favours  conferred  on 
relations  of  lord  Holland  and  lord  Barringtan, 
^nd  on  governor  Bernard,  who  had  been  made 
a  baronet,  and  received  a  penfion,  merely  be- 


je^  of  Inveftigation  before  the  common -council.  In  his  defence^  lie 
alleged  that  hit  coitfciehoe  would  not  iuffer  him  to  be  prefent  at  the 
ckiivery  of,  much  lefs  to  read»  an  addrefs  and  remonftrance  couched 
in  fuch  harfti  terms  j  it  appeared  to  him  an  indignity  to  the  fo- 
tereizn  and  the  parliament.  This  apology  was  fo  fittte  fatisfac- 
^ry,  that  on  a  fubfequent  day  (isth  06t.)  a  vote  pafled  by  a  lar^ 
inajority,  that  be  (hould  be  no  more  adviicd  with«  retained,  or  cm- 
pIoye(\  in  the  affairs  of  the  corporation,  being  unwortlw  of  tlicir 
future  tni(l  and  confidence.  The  violence  and  injoftice  ot  this  vats 
was  abundantly  compenfated  by  the  efteem  and  veneiation  in  which 
the  ohjc6l  of  it  was  Held  during  twenty -fc\-en  years,  ihe  remainder 
^f  his  life,  and  by  the  public  regret  at  the  ioTs  (^  A  worthy,  up- 
ri^kt,  ajjd  intdligcrt  juc^gc 

caufe 
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CHAP,  caufe  he  was  a  tyrant,  and  univerfally  delefted 
^]lt/    ^y  ^^^  brethren  in  America.   For  tliefereaibns^ 
i77o»      he  obferved,   the  addrefs   onght  to  be  very 
chafte,  modeft,  and  referved,  and  confined  to 
what  he  hoped  would  ever  be  a  fubjeft  of  real 
joy  to  Ens^liihmen,  an  increafe  of  tiie  Brunf- 
wick  line.^ 
Addrcft         An  addrefs  was  framed  in  ftrift  confbnntty 
Srthofa    "^'^^^  ^^^^^  advice,  and  carried  up  by. the  lord 
princefs.     mayor  and  feveral  aldermen ;  the  pof^ulace  did 
not  omit  this  opportunity  to  manifeil  theil* 
hatred  of  thofe  who  were  attached  to  the  court. 
The  lord-mayor  and   three  aldermen  had  no 
fooner  paffed  through  Temple  Bar,  than  the  gates 
AHerman   were  fuddcnlv  fliut  againft  alderman  Harley : 
m!Z  '^  "^^^  ^^^  pelted  him  with  ftones  and  dirt,  pulled 
him  out  of  his  carriage,  obliged  him  to  take 
refuge  for  the  prefervation  of  his   life,    and 
when  he  afterwards  proceeded  in  a  hackncy- 
<:oach,  followed  him  to  St.  James's  with  freih 
jnfults  and  renewed  injuries.     Having  com- 
mitted this  outrage,  they  allowed  the  city  mar- 
flial  to  open  the  gates,  and  fuffered  the  reft  of 
the  proceffion  to  pafs  unmolefted.    To  proteft 
the  king  from  the  renewal  of  infult,  the  lord 
chamberlain  informed  the  lord  mayor  of  his  ma^ 
jefty's  defire  that  no  reply  might  again  be  made 
to  him:  the  lord  mayor  demanded  a  copy  of 
this  meffage  in  writing,  which  was  refufed  ;  and 
after  fome  altercation,  the  addrefs  was  delivered 
and  anfwered. 
ill  June.         Tar  different  was  the  manner  in  which  an 
Addrefs  of  addrefs  was  voted  and  prefented  to  lord  Chatv 
the^cuy  to  ^^^^^  ^y]^^y  yy^  thaukcd  tor  his  zeal  in  fupport  of 
Piatham.    the  right  of  eleftion  and  petition,  and  for  his 
promife  to  ufe  his  endeavours  that  parliaments 


^  Qentleman^s  Magazine^  1770,  p.  173. 
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might  be  itftored  to  their  original  purity,  by  ctiAp. 
ihortening  the  period  of  their  continuance,  and    ^^'^' . 
introducing  a  more  full  and  equal  reprefenta-     1770. 
tion.     To  this  compliment  lord  Chatham  re-  uj,,^ 
turned  a  manly  and  dignified  anfwer :  he  ap-  fwcr. 
plauded  the  city  for  their  perfeverance  in  de- 
tending  their  rights,  but  informed  them  fome 
mifapprehenfion  had  prevailed  with  refpe6l  to 
his  opinions  on  the  duration  of  parliaments; 
for  he  was  bound  to  declare  he  could  not  re- 
commend triennial  parliaments.     He  had  ex- 
preffed  his  earncft  willies  for  a  more  full  and 
equal  rcprefentation ;  but  had  thro^vn  out  that 
idea  with  the  juft  diffidence  of  a  private  man, 
when  he  prefumes  to  fuggeft  any  thing  new  on 
a  high  matter.    The  remainder  of  liis  fpeech 
<:ontained  expreffions  of  civility  appropriate  to 
the  addrefs. 

SooK  after  this  tranfa6tion,  Beckford  died;  nftjtme^ 
and  his  deceafe  materially  affefted  the  ftate  ^^k^ 
of  parties  in  the  city.     I  lis  influence  and  for- 
tune enabled  him   to   reftrain  the  diverfities 
of  opinion  which  prevailed  among  the  heads 
of  oppolition,  and  unite  them  in  a  compaft, 
consilient  body ;  he  was  fuccceded  by  alder-  «9^ 
man  Trecothick,  who  being  a  ftrcnuous  fup* 
porter  of  the  fame  meafures,  no  difference  was 
immediately  perceptible. 

SixcE  the  condufion  of  the  peace,  contmual 
efforts  weie  uled  to  convince  the  people  that 
they  were  reduced  to  a  moft  ignominious  fitua- 
tion,  and  unrefpefted  among  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope: Great  Britain  was  reprefented  without 
an  ally,  and  daily  threatened  with  the  renewal 
of  hoftilities.  Lord  Chatham,  it  is  faid,  pre-  fnJf  "^ 
dided,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  late  frffion,  that  Chathanu 
^  great  blow  either  W4S  or  would  foon  be  ftruck 

in 
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CH  A?,  infomc  part 5  of  the  vorlcl.^*^  This  zffertian  vai 
vw^l^  founded  in  truth,  and  clearly  ihew9  lord  Chat* 
ham's  extenfive  inibrmation,  or  his  political 
fagacity ;  but  if  his  intelligence  was  precife,  he 
greatly  exaggerated  the  importance  ctf  an  ex* 
ploit,  which  thowgh  the  refuh  of  a  profound 
combination,  was  in  itfrlf  of  very  little  ccnfc- 
quence :  namely,  -the  expuliion  of  the  £ngli& 
from  Falkland's  Iflands  by  a  Spanifh  force. 
Combm*.  TuK  folc  end  of  the  family  compatt  was  ta 
F^nc^and  ^educe  the  power  of  Great  Britain ;  and  al- 
s^uflk  though  the  vigorous  ppogrefs  of  the  campaigB 
in  I76ii  compellecl  France  and  Spain  to  accoie 
.to-  a  difadvantageou&peacf^  Choifeuli  and  Gii- 
loaldi,  the  minifters  of  tliofc  countfies,  refolved 
to  attack  Great  Britain,  whenever  a  favourable 
opportunity  ihould  occur.  The  prefeat  mo- 
ment fcemed  to  aiford  the  defired  crifis,  3s  the 
nijtvy,  under  the  adminiftrutipn  of  lord  Hawke, 
wa$  Wft  io^  a  neglettcd  ftate,  and  utterly  unfit 
to  proteft  the  diftant  poireflions  of  the  country 
agaiuft  the  united  eiibrts  of  two  Inch  power- 
ful enemies.  It  was  therefore  agreed,  that 
France  and  Spain  thould  at  the  fajpie  time  at- 
tack the  Biitilh  pofleflions  in  diftant  quarters 
of  the  globe;  but  the  pacific  difpotition  of 
Louis  XV,.  arifmg  from  love  of  eaie  and  Tolupr 
tuoufnefs,  and  the  declining  influence  of  M. 
de  Choifeul^  prevented  that  minifter  from  carry -r 
ing  hi&  part  of  the  projeft  into  execution^ 
though  he  entertained  hopes,  when  hoftilities 
ihould  be  commenced,  of  inducing  the  king  to 
take  up  arms  in  fupport  of  his  ally.* 
F^S'^d^^  Spain  began  the  attack,  by  forcibly  expclr 
i^J's"  *  ling  the  Englilh  from  Falkland'*  Jfliands,  a 

'  ^  H^ftory  of  lord  N6rth*s  admiiuflratlon,  p.  £u 
Tnin  private  mformallon. 

peifleffioii 
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poflbflloTi  which,  in  confequence  dt  this  dif-  CrtAP. 
pute,  was  elevated  to  a  degree  of  notice  never  ^^^^^ 
before  beftowed,  and  which  it  has  not  retained* 
The  £jles  Malouint^,  called  by  the  Encrjifh 
Falkland's  Iflands,  were  confvdered  of  fo  iittld 
importance,  that  their  firft  difcovery  and  ori-^ 
^•inal  name  are  not  clearly  afcertained.  They 
have  been  fucceflivelv  claimed  bv,  and  received 
appeliations  from  the  Englifli,  Dutch,  and 
French.  Captain  Davis,  a  companion  of  Ca- 
vcndiih,  in  1592,  is  reputed  the  earlieft  dif- 
covercr ;  but  he  did  not  even  aflign  them  a 
name.  Two  years  afterwards,  they  were  de* 
fcried  by  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  who  in  honour 
of  queen  Elizabeth  and  himfelf,  called  tlieni 
Hawkins's  Maiden  Land.  In  1598,  two  Dutch 
navigators,  Verhagen  and  Sebaldde  Wert,  called 
them  Sebald's  Iflands.  Tliey  then  for  more  than 
:a  century  remained  unnoticed  to  fuch  a  degree 
that  doubts  were  entertained  of  their  exiftence; 
but  a  voyage  being  made  into  that  region  in 
1689  by  Stronor,  whofe  journal  is  preferved  in 
the  Britifh  mulcum,  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  dif* 
tinguiOied  them  by  the  appellation  of  Falk- 
land's Iflands;  the  name  wks  adopted  by  Halley, 
and  from  that  time  inferted  in  the  EnglilU 
maps.  The  privateers  who  vifite<l  thofe  feas 
ill  tljc  reigns  of  William  and  Ann,  alfo  faw 
thefe  iflands,  but  were  deterred  by  their  dreary 
appearance  from  making  particular  obferva- 
tions.  Strong  affirmed  there  was  no  wood,  and 
Dampier  fulpeftcd  they  had  no  water.  A 
Frenchman,  named  Frezier,  alfo  noticed  and 
Called  them  Les  Malouines."" 

HiTHEttTO  changes  of  name,   unattended 
vith  events,  improvements,  or  poffeflion,  were 

*  Derived  from  St.  Malo* 

the 
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c  H  AF.  the  only  circumftances  which  authenticated  the 
XVIII.  exiftence  of  Falkland's  Iflands ;  but  after  An- 
fon's  return  from  his  celebrated  expedition, 
commenced  in  1 740,"  tliejr  attracted  fome  at- 
tention. The  narrator  of  the  voyage,  anxi- 
ous to  convince  the  public  that  the  liigh 
opinion  entertained  of  Anfon,  was  not  merely 
founded  on  the  capture  of  the  Acapulco  fliip, 
defcanted,  among  other  topics,  on  the  na- 
tional advantage  of  fecuring  a  fettlement  in 
Pepy's  and  Falkland's  iflands,  affirming  it  to 
be  eflentially  neceflary  for  future  operations 
againft  the  Spanifli  fettlements  in  Chili,  as  it 
would  produce  many  benefits  in  peace,  and 
in  war  render  the  Englifli  mafters  or  the  South 
Sea. 

The  credit  and  influence  of  lord  Anfon 
enabled  him  to  procure,  in  1748,  the  equipment 
of  a  fquadron  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a 
fuller  knowledge  of "  Pepy's  and  Falkland's 
iflands,  and  for  making  further  difcoveries  in 
the  South  Sea;  but  Wall,  embaflador  from 
Spain,  making  repeated  renwnftrances,  the 
projeft  was  finally  abandoned,  though  no  de- 
claration was  required,  by  which  a  right  to 
purfue  it  at  a  fublequent  period  might  be  con- 
fidered  as  abfolutely  renounced. 

Tnfi  magnificent  advantages  promifed  in  the 
account  of  Anfon's  voyage,  and  the  anxious 
defire'  entertained  by  the  French  to  obtain  an 
equivalent  for  the  ceded  dominion  of  Canada, 
induced,  M.  de  Bougainville,  in  Augufl  1763, 
to  fit  out  two  veflels,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  making  difcoveries,  and  effecting  an  efta- 
bliihment  in  the  Malouines.    In  1764,  he  took 

■  See  ^molletfs  coDtinuation  of  Hume,  rol«  iii*  p.  41 »  141  • 
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EoflrlTion  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  France/  chap. 
ut  afterwards  was  difpatched  to  Madrid,  and   J^JS^ 
not  only  relinquifhed  the  fettlement  in  favour  But  ceded 
of  Spain,  but  accompanied  a  Spaniih  governor  *®^p*^ 
to  an  ifland,  which  then  received  the  name  of 
Port  Soladad. 

jVIeanwhil^  the  admiralty  of  England  pre-  Settfemeat 
pared  another  expedition,  under  captain  Byron,.  ^^^^ 
who  failed  ih  May  1764,  and  on  the  23d 
January  1765,  took  px)ffeffion  of  one  of  the 
iflands,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain.  On  his  return,  a  narrative  of  the 
voyage  was  publiflied,  in  M'hich  the  ne^v'  fet- 
tlement was  defcribed  as  an  objeQ;  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance ;  the  ifland  was  faid  to  be  fix 
or  feven  hundred  miles  in  circumference,  with 
a  fpacious  and  fecure  harbour,-  wliicli,  in  honour 
of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  was  named 
Port  Egmont;  it  was  well  adapted  for  the 
growth  of  wood ;  provided  with  excellent  wa- 
ter; abounding  in  vegetables  and  wild  fowl, 
and  fuppofed  to  contain  iron,  and  perhaps  more 
valuable  ores* 

Influenced  by  tliis  defcription,  the  Britiili 
government,  early  in  1766,  lent  captain  M' 
Sride  to  Port  Egmont,  where  he  erefted  a  fmall 
block-houfe,  and  ftationed  a  gairifon.  But 
his  report  did  not  verify-the  hopes  derived  from 
Byron's  .account ;  he  tound  a  mafs  of  iflands, 
and  broken  lands,  the  foil  of  which  was  a  mere 
bog,  and  fubjed;  to  perpetual  ftorms,  which  in 
winter  rendered  the  communication  with  fliore 
extremely  difficult  and  precarious.  Sea*-lions 
and  penguins,  animals  of  no  worth,  were  abun-' 
dant ;  but  there  were  no  means  of  providing 
fuftenance  in  winter,   and  fummer  promifed 

®  See  htftory  of  a  voyage  to  the  Malouine  or  FaUdand^s  Iflandf^ 
partkvlarlf  pt  ai  t|  of  the  Engliih  Trariflation  io  ^to,  1 773. 

nothing 
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CHAP,  riothitig  more  than  a  few  geeie  and  fiypes,  and 
,2[^  a  crop  of  wild  celery  and  forrel.  Nor  did  the 
foil  yield  to  the  efforts  of  cultivation  :  a  gar- 
den was  prepared,  but  the  plants  wthered  ;  aud 
even  firs,  the  hardy  produce  of  the  bleakeft 
regions,  could  not  refift  the  climate  of  Falk- 
land's Iflands,  but  periflied  like  weaker  her- 
bage/ 

The  garrifon  continued   in   this  lituatioiti 
deriving  annually,  at  a  great  and  unprofitable 
expence,  their  fuppties  from  England,  unpro^ 
vided  againft  an  aflault^  which,  from  the  na- 
fcfihNov.  ture  of  their  tenure,  they  did  not  expeft,  when 
AmvVi  of  ^  Spanish  fchooner,  from  port  Soladad,  was  ob- 
•  Spanifh    ferVcd  hovciing  about  the  ifland.      Captain 
ifhooiicr.    i^ui^t^  of  the  Tamer,  immediately  warned  tile 
Spanilh  commander  to  depart  from  the  coafr, 
as  belonging  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  an 
^order  whidi  met  with  inftant  compliance. 
y^^  In  two  days  the  fchooner  returned,  with  a 

i^n^Toi  Spanilh  officer  on  board,  and  letters  from  Don 
the  Spa.  Philip  Ruiz  Pucnta,  governor  of  port  Sola* 
•^^**  dad,  expreired  in  terms  of  civility.  The  go- 
vernor affcfted  to  be  unac(|uainted  Mitb  tJie 
formation  of  an  Englifh  fettlement,  and  to 
confider  the  prcfence  of  Hunt  as  accidental; 
declared  his  aftonifhment  at  the  interruption 
of  the  fchooner's  vojage,  and  fuggefted  that 
the  conduft  of  the  pilot  muft  have  been  ir- 
regul|r;  for  he. was  perfiiaded  that  an  officer 
commanding  a  iliip  of  war,  belonging  to  lb 
civilised  a  nation,  could  not  be  fo  deficient  in 
the  refpeft  due  to  the  Spanilh  flagj  in  the  king 
of  Spain's  dominions, 

.  P  This  acjCouRt  i*  ta|»n  prfncipally  from  Dr.  Joht^fon**  Tboagbt^ 
on  the  late  Ti-anfa&ions  refpe^ling  Falkland's  Xflands,  Reference 
liasallb  been  had  to  Bougainville's  and  Byron's  ^oyages^  aud  Pen<» 
iQie*8  Account  of  th«  latt  Expedition  to  Falkland'a  Uands  in  1771. 

Ik 


'    tvaftfwer,  captain  Hunt  afferted,  that  the  chaA 
Wands  belonged  to'his  Britannic  majefty,  both  ^^^Jijj' 
by  dilcoveiyand  lettiment,  and. 'warned  the     1770.- 
Spabikrds  to   quit  them  within*  tix   tnonths. 
1:he"Spart}ft  officer  fent  ffdm   Sola'dad  Vo:  J 

teftbd  agairift  the  pretepfions  and  condu'ct  of 
cdptaln  Kunt,  who'iniift  be  refponfible  for 
the  in  ctfnfequences  likely  to.enfue;  thecaiifes 
ofproteft  wereHrfnt's  threitenin^to  fireif  the  ^ 

Spaniard  attempted  tb'  i^tetute  his  rommiilion, 
and' particularly  for  oppotin^.his  approacl)  to. 
the  fengliA  colony;  it  yras  finally  declared  C 
that  captain  Hunt's  entering  Soladad  harbour, 
thoug'h  'in  a'n  amicable  manner,  would  be  deetn- 
^d  all  infult  Other  letters,  anfwers,  and  pro- 
tefts  tnfiied  in  the  courfe  of  the  fucceeding 
inonUi;  but  were  prod uftive  .of  no  further 
coniequehpes. 

At  length,  two  Spanifh  frigates,  of  .confi-  aothFeb* 
derable  force,  with  troops  on  board  fof  port  V^?'   ^ 
Soladad,  arrived  at  port  Egmont:'    The  com-  twTspi- 
mander,  Don  Fernando  de  Kubalcava,  wrote  a  n»<h^n- 
letter  to   Hunt,  exprefllng  great  furp^ifce  at  ^***'" 
finding  a  kind  of  fettkment  under  the  Britifli 
flag^  claimed  the  dominion  as  the  right  of  his 
mafter,  tlie  king  of  Spaing  and  accufed  the  Bri- 
trfli  commander  of  having  Violated  the  terms  of 
the  laft  peace;  buthe  would  abftain  from  all  other 
proceedings  till  he  had  acquainted  his  catholic 
majcfty  with  this  difagreeable  all^ir.     Clptain 
Hunt  again  allerted  the  king's   right  to  the 
territory,  but  behaved  witli  polite  attention  ta 
the  Spanifh  commander,  and  aflifted  him  to 
procure  a  fupply  of  water>  a  want  of  which  h^ 
nad  alleged  as  a  motive  for  touching  at  port 
Egmont 

The  fituation  of  affairs  was  now  become 
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CHAP,  fo  critical,  that   Hunt  thought  it  advifitblc 
^^    to  return  to  England  ;  and  he   left  captain 
•«77?.     Maltby  in  the  Favourite,  of  fixteen  guns,  chief 
HuSKaiif  ^^^  command :  the  SwitTt,  alfo  a  floop  of  ftxtees 
ibrEng.    guns,  which,  with  the  Favourite,  coniiituted 
^•^         the  whole  naval  force  left  after  Hunt's  depar* 
tiire,  >vas  unfortunately  overfet  in  the  ilraits 
of  Magellan;  three  of  the  crew  were  drowned^ 
and  the  red  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  faved* 
^J|Mj2^        Shoutlt  after  this  event,  a  Spanifh  frigate 
and  pro-     ixut  into  povt  Egmout,  under  j^retence  that  ih^ 
^*5^»"R^  nad  been  fifty-three  days  from  Buenos  Ayres^ 
arm^DU  going  to  port  Soladad,  and  was  diftreffed  for 
7tb.  water.    In  a  few  days  the  remainder  of  tht 

force  arrived;  and  it  .then  appeared  that  they  had 
been  at  fca  but  twenty-fix  days,  and  had  &iled 
for  tlie  exprefs  purpole  of  expelling  the  Eng» 
lifli  from  pori  Egmont.  For  this  exploit  they 
had  equipped  a  formidable  force ;  tliey  had  on 
board  upwards  of  fi;xteen  hundred  men,  a  hun- 
*  dred  and  thirty-four  pieces  of  cannon,  belong- 

ing to  the  Aips,  and  a  train  of  artillery,  and 
other  materials,  fufficient  for  the  invefhnent  cf 
a  regular  fortification ;  while  the  Englilh  force> 
on  more,  confifted  only  of  four  pieces  of  can- 
non, imfit  for  fervice,  and  a  woodcb  block-' 
houfe.  -A.  SpaniiJi  broad  pendant  was  immedi- 
ately Uoifted  J  captain  Farmer  ordered  tlie  men, 
who  had  btlonfijed  to  the  Swift^  to  come  on: 
fliore  •  for  tlie  cJefeucc  of  the  lettlcmcnt ;  and 
captain  Maltby,  intending  to  bring  the  Fa* 
vounte'ncarer  into  tJie  cove,  wasjiailed  by  the 
Spanilh  commander,  who  threatened  immedi- 
ately to'fiir*  liito  him,  if  be  M'cighed. anchor* 
TVIailby,  notwithftamli^ig.  "this  menace,  ftood 
oiitto  fea;'*tuo  fliot  were  fired,  wliich  fell  to 
leeward,  ami  three  of  the  Spaniili  frigates,  in 

imitation 
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imitati on  of  the  Engliih  cotnmanderV  example,  c  h  a  pI 
quitted  the  harbour.     Maltby  fefit  an  officer  ^Ji^j 
to  the  iSpanifli  ^dmira),  to  know  why  he  had     trfo. 
fired,  and  received  for  anftver,  that  "the  fhot 
were  mei'ely meant  as  figna:ls. 

A  coRR'E^poKDENCE  now  Commenced  be- 
tween the  Britilh  iand  Spaniard3,  by  a  meffage 
from  captain -Fanner,  requiting  the  frigates,  as 
they  had  obtained  the  neceffary  refreshments, 
to  leave  the  iflaiids  without  delay.  The  Spanifh 
eommander,  John  Ignacio  Madariaga,  wrot^ 
the  fame  day  to  both  the  commanders,  ad- 
viAng  tbbm  to  confider  the  immenfe  fupe- 
riority  of  his  force,  and  the  harmony  reignmg 
between  their  refpe6live  fovereigns,  and  to  quit 
the  port  immediately ;  otiiei-wile  he  would  Jb? 
compelled,  though  reluctantly^  to  ufe  hoftili- 
ties.  The  enfuing  day  he  wrote  another  letter 
to  the  fame  ef!e^  requiring  a  categorical  an* 
fwer  in  fifteen  minutes.  In  reply,  captain  9*- 
Maltby  infifted  on  the.  right  of  continuing ;  re- 
monftliated  agaiilit  the  Spaniards  obliging  him 
to  retire  by  means  of  their  fuperior  force,  and 
announced  his  refolution  to  maintain  the  ho- 
nour of  the  liritifli  flag.  Madariaga  returned^ 
that  it  was  not  tlien  proper,  nor  was  it  his 
bufinefs,  to  difcufs  qiieftions  of  right ;  but  he 
^ould  do  what  he  thought  juft,  fubmitting  to 
the  Britiih  and  Spaniili  courts  the  decifion  of 
propriety;  and  he  defired  the  captains  to  fend 
an  officer,  who  might  view  his  force,  and  con- 
vince them  of  the  inutility  of  refiftance.  \ 

In  the  night,  captain  Maltby  landed  fifty 
of  the  Favom-ite's  meHy  with  tvo  fix-pounders^ 
ten  fwiveis,  fmall  arms  and  ammunition :  the 
next  morning  the  Spaniards  difembarked  part 
•of  their  troops  to  the  northward.     Having  ad- 

I  I  ft  ranced 
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CHAP.,  vaTiced  half  >>^ay  to  Ui$  block-houfc,  the  reft  of 
^^    tjieir  to*ts,  •  with  the  f.emai.ucler  of  their  troops* 
>72o*      ^ncl  M:tiUery,  rowed  iuto  the  cove,  covered  by 
thefire  of  the  frigates.    The  EngUtti  fired  a  few* 
TiieEng-  fliot;  but  finding  rc^ftance  itjeft'eftwfeli  hoiftcrf 
p2w.       a  flag  of  truce,,  and  defired  articles  of  capitu- 
lation.   The  tQvms  were  m  themfelves  fuffici-: 
en tly  haughty;  a»  immediate  furrender  audit 
evacuation*  of  the.iflanil;  and  thUuncondi^ 
tional  fubmiflCion  \ras  rtndewtd  more  irkfome 
by  a  ftipulatiop,.  that  the  Biiti<li  forcea  ihould 
not  depai  t:  fiir  twenty.  day«*;   To .  enforce  fub- 
miffion,  tJifj  Favourite'srrudtlev  waa  taken  off, 
and  cj\nW  on  fhori&. :  The  obvious  intent  of 
this  proceedings:  was  to  allo^  ample  time  fot 
^  §p^Q.i(}v  veflel  to/reach  Europe  with  intelli- 
gence .before  lany  qquW  be  j  received  in  Eug-» 
land),  and  the  harflifteTs  of  thefn-oceeding  is 
not  palliated  by  the  forbearance  of  Madariaga^ 
^  in  not  feizins^*  the^few  unimportant  effects  pof- 
ieffed  by  the^Engliih:^     -..        > 
A^^^  £      MeanwiI I LE:  captain  Hunt  arrived  at  PIy-» 
caJJain  ^   TOouth,  and  infoiJUcd  the  admiralty  that  the 
Hunt  in     ifland  had  bee«x  dfeaimed   by  the  governor  of 
Biisbnd.    poi^j.Soiji^ia^ij  b^it  his  intelligence  being  con- 
(idered  as  the  eftVe^l  of  ti  fplenetic  quarrel,  ex- 
'J3d  Aug.    ^ju-^^j  ,^^.  fenfation.      Mr.  Harris,  the  Uritilh 
gcncere.    chaxg^jdes  athiives,  who  was  left  at  Madrid  on 
^omth     ^^^  departure  of  Sir  James  Giuy  in  Auguft 
Bri'Jirh*    .1769,  next  gave  notice  to  lord  Weymouth  of 
charge  c!es  ^he^rrival.of  a  veflel  ixonx  Btjcnas  Ay  res,  which 
l^^ittl "'   brought  intelligence  tjiat  an  armament,  fitted 
out  in. May  from  thai  lettlement,  intended  to 
di<lodgc  tlic  Llngliib  from  port  Egniontr  tlicir 
juccels,  howcvej,  wttis  conlidered  extremely  pre- 

p  Johnfon's  Pamphlet  $  Papers  publiflicc^  hf  Autboiity  i  Debsrtff 
Dchi^iet,  vol.  V.         ■       '  " 

-.'     •  ^     -  caridu*. 
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various.     The  fyct  was,  at  length,  rendered  ^^^^* 
indubitable  by  the  voluntary   declaration  of    ..^^^ 
prince    Maferano,   the  Spaniih  einbaflador  lA  ^^^^l^^^^ 
London,  who  announced  to  lord  Weymouth^  And  from 
that  Don  Francifco  Buccarelli,  theSpaniih  ffo-  theSp»niih 
vemor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  had  taken  upon  him-  i^und«». 
felf  to  difpoffefs  the  Engliili  of  port  Egmontl 
Captain  Maltby  arrived  ihortly  afterwards,  and 
tranfmitted  from  the  Motherbank  to  the  ad- 
miralty, an  account  of  the  late  ev.eTils,  fup- 
ported  by  the  proper  documents. 

UNDOUBTEDLYthecircumftances  of  the  cafe  Obferva-^ 
would  have  juftified  immediate  hoililities;  but.  "**"*• 
confidering  the  internal  affaii-s  of  England;  H 
wBs  more  prudent  to  exert  every  means  of  Ar- 
ranging the  difpute  by  amicable  negotiat'ionl 
The  people  were  fired  at  the  indignity  oifered 
to  the  British  flag,  by  a  nation  whom  they  con* 
fidered  as  the  moft  feebfc  of  opponents,  and 
whofe  immenfe  wealth  they,  in  idea,  fondly 
grafped  as  an  inevitable  and  eaiy  prey.  There 
is  no  principle  fo  juft  as  not  to  be  perverted  by 
the  adoption  of  exaggerated  notions,  and  on  ^ 

that  account,  popular  reafortings  are  more  fre- 
quently delufive,  when  founded  on  foni(?  un- 
deniable axiom.  A  (tatefman  cannot  rcgulatd 
his  conducl  in  conformity  to  all  the  de-r 
dudions  made  by  the  public,  from  incontro- 
vertible data,  but  muft,  in  every  inftance,  be 
guided  by  peculiar  features  of- the  individual 
tra^ifatJlion,  not  making  himfelf  the  flave  of  a 
fyllem  which  may  often  fail  in  its  application 
to  cafes  apparently  pYiraUel.  In  the  prefent 
affair,  the  conduft  of  adminiltration  coukl 
hardly  afford  general  fatisfaftion :  if  the  minif- 
try  adopted  a  pacific  courfe,  the  injured  hor 
nour  of  the  nation,  the  facility  of  revenge,  and 
the  certainty  of  a  glorious  conlctl,  would  form " 

r  I  3  themes 
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CHAP,  themes  of  inexhauftible- declamation :  if,  oH 
x^M.   the  other  hand,  they  yielded  to  the  popular  ar- 
1779*     dour,  and  engaged  in  hoftilities,  ho^y^er  jufit* 
fiable,  the  unimportance  of  Uie  obje^^il^-dii^ 
pute,  the  neceffity  of  allowing  the  fu^nng 
country  a  longer  period  to  recruit  afler  its  late 
exhauiling  conflict,  together  with  the  common- 
place topics,  by  which  war  is  deprecated  and 
peace  recommended,  would  have  been  incef^ 
lantly  enforced,  and  placed  in  all  tlie  various 
forms  which  party  ability  could  fupply. 
Condtiaof      The  miniftry  had  the  misfortune  to  ^xperi- 
thcminif-    e^ce  the  difficuUtes  2ind  difcredit  attached  to 
^^'  both  thefe  modes  of  conduct,  >yithout  receiv- 

i3tbScpt.  liig  the  approbation  due  to  either.     Qn  the  re- 
ceipt of  intelligence  from  prince  Maferano, 
orders  were  iffued  from  the  admiralty,  for  pre- 
paring guardfhips ;  and  when  the  Favourite  ar^ 
Aid.         rived,  bounties  to  feamen  were  ofFeifed  by  royal 
proclamation ;  ftips  M'ere  put  into  commifiion, 
and  the  ufual  meafures  adopted  for  making  a 
fonnidable  and  efticacious  naval  preparation^ 
?P??^''      But,  however  agreeable  thefe  exertions  might 
*^"'         be  to  the  temper  of  the  nation,  and  however 
important  the  crifis,  the  fpirit  of  faftion  was 
carneftly  and  inceffantly  employed  in  rencler- 
ing  the  efforts  of  government  vain  and  abor« 
live. 

The  failors,  generally  anxious  to  offer  tlieir 
fervicesin  a  war  agaiiyft  Spain,  were  now  leti 
to  believe,  they  had  fuffered  injuftice  by  the 
diftribution  of  the  Havannah  prize-money,  in 
the  preceding  war,  and  evaded  by  every  pofli- 
ble  means  the  call  of  the  country  to 'man  the 
royal  navy. ^  They  were  taught  to  adopt  the 
prevailing   fafliion,    and    attended   the  king 

ji  Ul^ojy  of  Iprd  North*$  admlmftralioni  p.  %$* 

'      *  ;     •  •  with 
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WHh  a  petition,  whrrein  they  cited  a^sof  par-  chap. 
Kament,  and  reafoned  profoundly  on  the  impro-  J^}^ 
priety  and  illecfality  of  recruiting  the  navy  by     »77o. 
means  of  preis-waiTants.'      Ilie  lords  of  the  4^,^  stpt, 
admiralty  applied  to  the  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
don, requiring  him  to  fanftion  thefe  authori* 
ties,  but  he  refufed  to  do  it  on  their  applica- 
tion, alleging  that  it  Avas  not  cuftomary,  un- 
lefi  the  recjueft  came  from  the  privy-counciK 
And  although  afterwards  the  warrants  were 
properly  backed  by  the  chief  magiftrate,"  the 
execution  of  them  was  impeded  by  the  fpirit  of 
faftion,  and  Wilkes  liberated  a  man  who  M*as  ,5,1,  qq^ 
imprelfed  in  the  city. 

This  was  not  the  only  inftance  in  M'hich  Weftmtn- 
Wilkes  fliewed  his  inclination  to  impede  the,  ?*^  ™**'" 
operations  of  government,  ind    increafe  the  '"^' 
ferment  of  the  public  mind.     A  meeting  of  the.  301b. 
members  of  two  political  tavern  clubs  was  con- 
vened  for  the  purpofe  of  difcufling  the  pro- 
]>riety  of  giving  inliruftions  to  the  members 
for  Weftminfter  to  impeach  lord  North.      On  ' 

this  occaiion  the  diflentions  among  the  city 
demagogues,  which  had  been  reilrained  dur- 
ing the  life  of  Beckford,  difplayed  thcmfelves 
in  public  contention.  On  the  day  of  meeting. 
Sir  Robert  Bernard  was  in  the  chair;  the  in- 
ftruftions  for  impeacliment  were  fupportcd 
by  Wilkes,  and  combated  by  Sawbridge,  who 
recommended  aremonOrancc;  but  the  opinion 
of  Wilkes  prevailed.  The  next  day  a  large  jtft, 
concourfe  of  people  aflcnibled  at  Weftminfter- 
hall,  to  hear  the  propofal  difcuffed,  but  the  rc- 
foUition  of  the  preceding  xlay  was  over-ruled, 

'  See  Gent lemnn*s  Magazine,  1770,  p.  401. 

•  Trccothick  was  cxpofed  10  great  cenfuie  for  ihis  a^,  and  at 
tlie  expiratron  of  his  mayoralty,  obliged  to  explain  :k\\A  apolc  girc  to 
the  livery  for  hi*  condiu^K 

I  I  4  and 
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CHAP,  and  the  remonfirance  voted.     Though  Wilkci 
J^][J^    and  Sawbrirfge  difagieed  in  Uie  rae^ure  th^ 
1770.     propofed,  they  feemcd  to  entertain  principles 
perfedly  congenial,  and  their  effbits  formed  21 
itruggle  for  pre-eminence  in  vulgar  and  licen- 
tious railing  againfl  the  king  and  his  minifters^ 
Wilkes  oppoftd  the  remonftrance,  *'  becaufe  it 
"  would  only  fervc  to  make  a  paper  kite  for  the 
**  prince  of  Wales ;'  and  Sawbridge  refifled  the 
impeachment,  ^'  becaufe  lord  North,  by  his  iur 
"  fluence  over  the  bilhops  and  Scotch  peei-s  in 
"  the  upper,  and  over  the  placemen  in  the 
"  lower  houfe,  would  be  infallibly  acquitted, 
"  and  the  people  precluded  from  apy  furtheif 
"complaint."      The    remonfirance    required^ 
among  other  abfurdities,    "  That  his  majefty 
"  would  for  ever  remove  from  hh  prefeuce  and 
"  councils,  all  his  minifters  and  lecretaries  of 
"  ftaj:e,  particularly  lord  Mansfield;   and  no^ 
"  admit    a   Scotchman  into   th^  adminiilra- 
"tlon."^ 
ijthNor.       Soon,  after  this  ridiculous  and  indecorous 
^rr^"cn^^  tranfa6iion,    tlie  fcflion  of    parliament  com- 
pariamtnt,  ^^^^^^^.j^     jj^^  j^jj^^  informed  the  houfes  that 

by  an  act  of  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayfes,  ii^ 
feizing  by  force  one  of  his  pofli^flions,  the  ho- 
nour of  the  cro>vn,  and  fecurity  of  the  people's 
rights,  were  deeply  afteded.  He  then  fiated 
the  meafures  hitherto  puifucd,  and  calltd  on 
the  parliament  for  advice  and  atTiftance  in  the 
profccution  of  this  important  bufiiiefs.  The 
addrcfs  in  the  houfe  of  lords  was  carried  with- 
^^3^^"  out  debate;  in  the  houfe  of  commons  an  bp- 
diefs.  pofition  was  made,  but  no  amendment  moved. 
The  miniftcr  was  blamed  for  piaking  Bucca- 

«  Sec  Wilkes's  Account  of  the  proceedings  at  the  late  meeting  of 
the  elt6tors  of  WeftminiUr,  Gentlemairs  Magazine^  1770>  P*  5*9* 
5385  Annual  Regifter,  1770,  p.  360.     ". 

()  relli, 
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fell],  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ay  res,  the  pljeft  q  n  af^ 
of  complaint,  inft^ad  of  the  king  pf  Spain,  ^^^^J!^^ 
when  it   muft  be  obvious  thsft  tiiie  condud     ^770. 
of  1;he  governor  wns  fanftioned  by  the  mo-- 
narch.     In  anfwer,  lord  North  oblerved,  the 
intriniic  value  of  Falkland's  Iflands  could  not 
be  deemed  a  fufficient  Caufe  of  m  ar,  ^nd  was 
therefore  a  proper  otgeft  of  uegotiation  ;  this 
rendered  it  more  prudent  to  allow  the  king  of 
Spain  to  avow,  or  difavow,  as  he  thought  pro- 
per, tlie  aft  of  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ay  res. 

Tars  was  not  uie  only  animadverfion  occa-  Motiont 
fioned  by  the  Spanifli  difpute.  A  motion  was  forpapcr«, 
made  in  each  houfe,  on  the  fame  day,  for  an  **^  ^***' 
addfefs,  praying  the  king  to  give  direftions, 
**  That  all  papers  received  by  the  miniftry,  be-« 
''tween  the  iftth  of  September  1769,  and  the 
"  12th  of  September  1770,  touching  hoftilities, 
"  commenced  or  defigned  to  be  commenced 
"  by  the  crown  of  Spain,  or  any  of  its  officers, 
"  lliould  be  laid  before  parliament."  The  mo- 
tion in  the  lords  was  made  by  the  duke  of  Rich-^ 
moud,  who  entered  hiftorically  into  the  tranf- 
jiction,  and  averred  that  the  hoftile  intentionsi 
of  the  Spaniards  were  not  limited  to  the  mere 
qlaim  of  Falkland's  Iflands.  In  proof  of  this 
he  adverted  to  their  preventing  tte  departure 
of  the  garrifon  and  (hip's  crew  immediately  af* 
ter  the  capture  of  the  place ;  and  aflbrted  that 
no  lefs  tiian  three  thoufand  Britifli  feamen  were 
then  prifoners  in  ports  belonging  to  Spain, 
liaving  been  taken  out  of  merchants  ihips  by 
guarda  coftas,  and  <:ondemned  to  perpetual 
llavery,  or  confinement.  In  anfwer,  lord 
HilUborough  contended,  the  p.rodu<^Hon  of 
tjie  papers  would  embarrafs^  a  negotiation 
already  in  a  profperous  train ;  dcfcanted  on 
tije  delicacy  iipd  punftiliovifueft  qf  Spaniflt 
/  '      '  .  honour,  -,  ^ 
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CRAB,  iionour,   and  infifted  tlmt  inmiftry  had  con- 
^j^^^    du6ted  themfeives  with  prudence,  vigour,  and 
»77»»     vigilance. 

Loul>  Chatham  ridiculed  the  manner  In 
•nhich  'mention  had  been  made  of  Spanifli 
honour,  and  afferted  the  Enijlifh  to  be  a  can- 
did, ingenuous  jieople,  while  the  Spaniards 
•were  no  }ek  mean  and  crafty  than  they  were 
proud  and  infolcnt.  He  objected  to  any  ne- 
pfotiation,  and  treated  the  fuppofed  diiavawal 
by  the  court  of  ^ain  6f  their  governor's  aft, 
^  as  an  abfoUite  fatfehood.  He  laid,  when  the 
French  took  nolTeffion  of  the  little  ifland,  call- 
ed Tortaga,  tneminifter  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
fury  did  not  negotiator  he  fent  for  the  French 
embaffador,  made  a  peremptory  demand ;  a 
courier  was  difpatclied  to  Paris,  and  returned 
in  a  few  (fays,  with  orders  for  inftant  reftitu- 
tion,  not  only  of  the  iflandr  but  of  all  ef- 
fe^s  belonging  to  the  Englifli.  The  prefent 
negotia^tion  might  produce  a  temporary  ar- 
rangement, but  the  country  would  in  lix 
months  be  involved  in  a  Spaniili  war.  Hedif- 
claimed  the  imputation  of  being  inclined  to 
hurry  the  kingdom,  at  all  events,  into  hoftilities 
with  Spain;  he  was  delirous  of  peace,  but  let 
it  be  honourable,  let  it  be  fecure :  a  patched- 
up  peace  would  not  fatisfy  the  nation,  though 
it  might  be  approved  in  parliament.  He 
then  entered  into  a  long  ftatemenl,  proving 
that  the  naval  fervice  had  been  egregiouily 
neglefted;  indicated  the  maritime  exertions, 
which,  in  time  of  war,  woukl  be  requifite ;  and 
afTerted,  that  in  more  than  two  months,  niinif- 
try  had  not  raife<l  above  eight  thoufand  fea- 
men :  they  boafted  of  having  put  forty  ihips 
of  the  line  into  commiflion,  but  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  forty  thoufuud  men  would  be  nc* 
.      .  "  '  ccflhry 
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ceiTary  to  equip  fuch  an  armament;,  mHi  its  af-  CH  af. 
ten^sint  frigatd}.*    The  Spaniards,  he  decianed,   5Z^ 
ha4  in  Ferrol  fj^  fleet  completely  manned  ^id     Mtgjq* 
ready  to  fail«  which  Great  Britain  was  in  no 
condition  to  meet.    We  could  not  fend  out 
eleven  fail  CQippletely  equipped ;  and  if  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  M'ere  to  make  a  wife  and 
vigorous  ufe  of  their  a6iual  advantage,  in  a 
month  we  muft  be  no  longer  a  nation.     After 
inapy  defultory  remarks  on  the  general  ftate  of    , 
affairs,  protracled  to  a confiderable  length;  he 
concluae^  in  thefe  words,  "  The  miniitry  arc 
**  now  balancing  between  a  war,  which  they 
*^  ought  to  have  foreleen,  but  for  which  thqr 
*^  have  made  no  provifion,  and  an  ignomint-^ 
*'  ous  comprpmife.     Let  me  warn  them  of  their 

V  In  this  part  of  bis  fpccch  lord  Chatham  exprefled  his  rentloienta 
at  fength  on  the  fubjeft  of  imprefling  re;imen,  and  as  thry  ixKrit  con- 
-fideration>  the  following  extraft  is  given.  «  The  fuhjcA  on  which 
<<  I  am  rpeakiDS  feemt  to  caU  upon  me,  and  I  wiHini^y  tal;«  this 
**  occafiOn,  to  declare  my  opinion  upon  the  que(lion»  on  which  much 
^  wicked  pains  have  been  employed  to  difturb  the  minds  of  ibe  peo- 
**  plcy  and  to  dith-efs  government.  My  opinioo  may  not  he  very 
<^  popular  i  neither  am  I  running  the  race  of  popularity.  X  am  my- 
^  felf  clearly  convinced*  and  I  believe  every  man  who  knows  any 
**  tlun|[  of  the  ^6gli(h'  n«^  wilt  acknowlalA.  that,  without  iin- 
«*  prefiing,  it  isimpofiible  to  equip  a  refpefl able  fleet  within  the  time 
^*  m  which  fuch  armaments  are  ulually  wanted.  If  this  h&  be  ad- 
M  mitted,  and  if  the  necelfity  of  aiWhg  on  a  fudden  emergency 
<t  ibouid  appear  ioeontrovertiDky  what' iball  we  think  of  thoiemeii 
**  who»  in  a  moment  of  danger^  would  ftop  the  great  defence  of 
*<  tlieir  country?  U6on  whatever  iMrinci|>Ie  they  may  aft,  the  aft  it- 
**  felf  is  more  than  nftioD ;  it  it  labouring  ta  ciit  off  the  righT*hand 
**  of  the  commu^iity.  I  wholly  condemn  their  conduft,  and  am 
«  ready  to  fupport*any  nw>tion  that  mzybe  made  fbr  bringing  thole 
*'  aUkniien>  who  have  endeavoured  to  ftop  the  execution  of  the  ad- 
*'  mu-ahy  warrants,  to  the  bar  of  this  houfe.  My  lords,  I  do  not 
**  reft  my  opinion  merely  dii  neceilit/.  f  am  fatisfied  that  the 
**  power  of  impreifing  it  fovflded  on  uninttrmpted  ul'age.  It  is  the 
**  confuetudo  ^^«i>  and  part  of  the  commou'law  prerogative  of  the 
'<  crown.  When  I  condemn  the  proceedings  of  fome  peribna  on 
**  thi^  occafion,  let  me  dd  juilice  to  a  man  whofe  charafler  and  con- 
««  duft  have  been  infamotilly  rraduced*  I  meait  the  Tate  lord.»ntyor» 
*\  Mr.Trecotbick.  In  the  midft  of  reurpach  and  clamour*  he  had  finn- 
«(  nefs  to  perfevere  in  doin^  hit  dut^.  I  do  not  know  in  office  a 
M  ai-^rc  upright  magi  (irate  $  uor,  in  pnratelife,  a  worthier  man/* 

'    '       ^  ^'danger; 
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CHAPi  "danger:  if  they  are  foiteA  iaW-a  war,  they 
xvin.  '«  ftand  it  at  the  hazard  of  their  heads ;  if,  by 
""^TT^f  **  ^  comprotiiile,  thet  ihoidd  ftain  the  hi^nour 
^  of  the  crown,  or  faerifioe  the  rights  of  the 
"peopk,  let  them  look  to  their  confciences, 
"  ^nd  coiifioer  M'hether  they  will  be  able  to 
**  walk  the  ftreets  in  fafety/' 

Several  other  peers  fpoke  on  the  queftion  ? 
and  lord  Sandwich,  with  confiderable  eflFe^, 
retorted  on  oppofition  the  charge  of  dif- 
agreement  in  opinions,  which  had  been  alleged 
againft  the  miniftry ;  they  difagreed,  he  ob- 
ferved,  at  York  meeting;  and  at  Weftminfter, 
and  in  that  houfe  he  could  trace  difcordant  fen^ 
timenta  among  them,  throngh  tlie  whole  chain 
of  oppofition,  dovvn  to  -M^ilkes  und  Eldrige, 
The  previous  queftion  M'as  loudly  called  for, 
and  rejected  by  a  large  majority/  The  debate 
in  the  hpufe  of  commons,  though  long,  ani- 
mated,  and  fuftained  by  good  fpeakers  on  both 
fides,  did  not,  as  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the 
published  reports,  embrace  any  novelty  of  ar- 
gumentation, or  difclofe  any  new  facK  It  Ma^ 
terminated  by  a  vote  againft  the  previous  quef- 
tion/ 
^rogrefsof  One  motivc  M'itli  the  oppofition  for  preffing 
ncgoiia-  ^^  ftrongly  the  queftion  relative  to  this  unim? 
portant  capture,  appears  to  hav^  been  the  train 
in  M'hich  the  negotiations  were  proceeding. 
The  tendency  of  general  ophiion  to  the  period 
of  thp  recefs,  was  that  war  was  inevitable,  and 
the  miuority  were  anxious  to  obtain  from  the 
miniftry  fome  explicit  declaration,  fome  un- 

■  65  to  ftl. 

y  Carried  by  ^25,  again  ft  191,  The  reader  mqft  obfervc  tbe  ex- 
treme HlfHcuIty  of  judging  con&£l!ly  of  the  dc^mte  on  a«y  public 
oiieilion  rt  this  perio/l,  as  thetlocui^entft  aice  axreaii:ly  ileader«  aod' 
tiic  repomrs  fi^ayfid'viily  pait»>i-  *  -      .  '    -.  -    .   . 

•  '      equivocal 


^uf vocal  pledge^  thatfhould  bind  tiKmlorthe  chaiv 
canduciorhoiulilriesy  aad  cetard,  ifnotprevfiwl    ^^ 
the  poflibtlity  of  peace.      It  has  been  alii^ndy   ^^770^ 
i^tedy  that  before  the  arrival  of  captain. Hunt 
ill  Ettgiatid,  with  aatdixaodat  of  ]iis>e»puliioir 
from  Falkland  8  Iflanda,  aJ  letter  was  received  jothScpt^ 
by  Iprd  Weymouth  from  Mn.Uarris  at  Madrid,  *  ' 

a\ypr\zing  him  of  the  intenjded  expedition ;  and 
abmitihe  ikme  time,  lord  Weymouth  was  tn- 
formed  iby  prinCe  Maferano^  that  lie  liad  reafon 
to  believe  the  goveifnor' bf  Buenos  Ayres  had 
taken  wpon  himielf  to  make  ufe  :of  force  iii  ex- 
pelling:. U>c  Englith  frbna'Porfc'Egmont  MaJ 
teraho.  faid  lie  w^  direticd  to  make  this  com- 
miihicdHon  to  prcvcnii  the'chnfaquenbes  which 
migbkradfe  fvmn  its  itc'mg  difclx>fed;  through 
anther  channci/  and^expneiTed  hiiwilhes  tha^t 
it  might  not  bef  pr6dii6tiTa  ort'^kiieafuresdaii^ 
gerous  to  the  good  undidrfid,nding*  between^  tile 
Uv<h  oourts.  'Cord.  Woymbxltit  ^anfwcred,  if 
the  expalhbn:  htid!  ahsiidy  tabm  ^lace,  he  did 
not  think  the^  fatal  icoufisquedces  could  be 
avoided c  the  kin^'^.Siifb-odiions  to  the  Britiili 
officar, .  cominaudtn^  at  Port  Egmont  were,  to 
m^aln  tlie  fubjccU  ot  other  powers  from  thofi^ 
Stores ;  but  if  they  would  not  depart  to  make  a 
joint  fettlement  with  them,  and  refer  the  quef* 
tloti  of  rigltti  to  be  difcufled  in  Europe.  He 
inquired  whether .Grimaldi  had  initrudtions  to 
difavow  tlie  condiicl  of  Buccarelli.  On  receiv  . 
ing  an  anlVer  in  the  negative,  lord  W^eymouth 
applied  for  further  inilru6tions,  and  thiea  db^ 
manded  a  difavowal  of  the  proceedings  ^t 'Port 
£gmonty  and  alfo  that  the  affairs  of  the  fettle^ 
ment  Ihould  be  reftored  to  their  priftinc  ftate. 
He  alio  wrote  immediately  to  Mr.  Harris,  flat-  i^a  Sept. 
ing  thefe  circumftances,  and  requiring  him  to 
wait  on  the  Spanilh  miaiifier,/ and Jaforce  a 

compliance 
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CH/iP^  ccmidiance  t^ith  thofe  demands,  a$  the  only 
xmi.    means  of  fufpending  the   preparations  then 
""TttoT^  making  in  England.     Mr.  Jhi  arris,  afterwards 
earl  of  Malmfbury,  vho  was  then  a  very  youn^ 
man,  began  his  diplomatic  career  with  tiiis  de- 
licate tranfaftion,  whicli  he  managed  with  great 
sjA.        fagacity  and  addrefs.     He  waited  on  M.  Gri^ 
maldi,  and»  in  very  proper  language,  delivered 
the   complaints   and  demands  wnich  he  was 
authorized  to  make.    The  anfwer  was  vague 
and  unfatisfadory :  Grimaldi  aflferted  the  Eng- 
lifh  had  reafon  to  forefee  the  event,  their  efta- 
bliihment  was  known  to  be  difapproved  by 
Spain ;  he  teftified  concern  at  the  tranfa6lioni 
and  faid  he  had.  difpatched  a  veffei  from  Co- 
ninna  to  prevent  it,  but  unfortunately  too  late; 
fUil  he  could  not  blame  the  conduct  of  fiucea- 
leili,  as  it  was  founded  on  the  laws  of  America. 
He  declared  Spain  to  be  defirous  of  peace,  as 
Uic  had  much  to  lofe,  and  little  to  gain  by  war. 
Mr.  Harris  having  reduced  his  demands  ta 
writing,  the  Spamih  minifier  promifedto  lay 
them  before  the  king;  the  deure  of  peace  was 
declared  to  be  reciprocal,  but  Grimaldi  was 
tenacious  of  hisinafter's  honour,  while  Mr.  Har^ 
ris  iniifted  on  a  compliance  with  the  terms  of 
his  i*equifition  as  the  only  mode  of  doing  juf* 
tice,  and  iatisfying  the  honour  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.   Two  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Harris  was 
informed  by  the  minifter, .  Ulat  as  the  affair 
could  only  be  arranged   in  London,    prince 
M^ferano  was  direded  to  lay  before  lord  \^>y* 
mouth,   "  the  feveral  ideas,"   on  this  fubjcct, 
trufting  fome  of  them  would  be  adopted. 

Instructiows  were  tranfmitted  i()  prince 
Maferano^  to  propoie  a  convention,  iii  wh^li 
Spain  ihould  oifavow  any  particular  orders 
given  to  £accareUi,  and  at  the  fame  time  admit 

that 
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tfatjb  the  goveroor  had  tided  agreeably  tx^ge-  chap. 
neral .  in(lni^oii9^  and  to  his  oath,    liaferano   2^'^ 
was  alfi>  empowered  to  ilipulate  the  reftitution     i77«- 
of  Falkland's  I(lands»  without  prejudice  to  hisr 
catholic  majefty'a  rights,  and  to  require  the 
^^iug  of  England  to  difavow  the  menace  of  cap- 
taip  Hunt     When  thi^  proportion  was  made,  oa.  nth 
lord  Weymouth  cqnfidered  it  extremely  remote  *®  '^th. 
from  afibrding  fatisfadtion  for  the  injury  com* 
plained  of,  and  aufwercd  with   great  fpirit; 
That    when  the    kiug's    inoderatioa  conde^ 
^ceuded    to    require    the   court    of    Madrid, 
to  disavow  the  proceedings,  of  the  governor 
of   Buenos   Ayres,    and    reftore    things    pre- 
cifely  to  that  lituation  in  which  they  iiood 
before  the  raih  and  unwarrantable  undertake 
ing.  of  the.  governor, ,  as   the  fmalleft  nepam^    ^      i- 
tioii  for  the; injury  that  could  bb  accepted,    *' 
uothijig  reniained  for  difcui&on,  except  the  / 
mode  of  carrying  the  difavowal  and  i-eflatu-* 
tion  into  executiott      He  declared  the  king's 
firm  adherence  to  his  firft  demand,  and  the  to- 
tal inadmiflability  of  the  propofed  conveutiOB  ;  .  .u 
adding,  as  the  king  had  received  an  injury,^ 
and  required  r  the  moft  moderate  reparation 
which  hb  honour  would  permit  him  to  accept,* 
that  reparation  would  lofe  its  value  if  cotidi-^ 
tiQual,  and  to  be  obtained  by  any  ftipulation. 
Maferano  declared  he  had  no  power  to  proceed, 
except  by  convention,  and  mull  apply  lor  fiu*- 
ther  inftrudions.     Lord  Weymouth  wrote  to 
Mr.  Harris,  defiring  him  to  wait  on  Grimaldi, 
and  rcqueft  an   anfwer    from    the    king    of 
Spain.  . 

Such  was  the  pofition  of  the  affair  at  the 
meeting  of  parliament     Mr.  Harris  waited  fe^  aSthOft. 
veral  times  on  Grimaldi,  without  obtaining  a 
fatisfaftory  anfwer;    and  at  length  was  m- 

formed 
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cfH  AP>'  foroittl,  tljat  a  difpatch  was  ftiit  to  priilce  MA 

jcym^   ferauo,  empowering  him  to  renew  the  treat y; 

i-^T^j-     The  impreffion  made  on  Mt.  Harri^*s  miiidby 

^ih  Nov.    ij^jg  diipatch,  which  Grimakii  read  to  him,  was, 

that  the  Spanifli  court  appeared  ready  to  agrei 

to  every  thing  required ;  the  refufal  to*difavo^ 

<  the  menace  of  captain' Hunt  conftituted  the 

-    ••  ^- only  difticulty.* 

Bu  T  the  conduA  of  Maferano  did  not  juftify 
^efe.expeftations,*  and  as  hule 'hope  was. en- 
tartainecL  of  a  latisfaftory  adjuftinent,   it  was 
Judged  i^xpedientto  warn  the  Britifh  merchant? 
at  CadiZy  Alicjint,  and  in  other  parte  of  Spain, 
of  their  danger,  and'to  order  all  officei*s  belong- 
ing tb  the  garrifon  at  Gibraltar,  to  repair  im- 
mediately to  their  poft.    -After  the  reeefs,  war 
•iftDctf.    was  darhod  iaievitaible,  and  Mk 'Harris  wasor^ 
OTdcS  to*  ^^^  *^  *^  tBritiJh  g^VeYftntWt  to  w^hdraw 
Twv^c     °  from  Aladticji.  though  riot*  without  taking  th^ 
Spain.       ufual  leai^C;    i-       *      • 

Unwilling-  :  .T:0  this  TMjribd'jQrifiialdi'  afted  confiftently 
jf?ncc  to  ^^^  ^^^  P*^^  fet^d  bet^-een  him  and  de  Choi- 
n^^^war.  fejBlytmd.ifthe  French  ttiinifier  had  been  able 
to  can^'  into  effo6l  the  projefts  he  Recommended, 
hoftiiitiesrAvould  have  been  commenced  \vith- 
outdeiayj  But. the  Fi^^nch  kingf,  who  had  al- 
Madyir>:peridnccd  great  ditlficiilties  in  obtain* 
ing  the  fums  nequilite  for  the  fupport  of  liis  dig-^ 
mty^  and  the  purfuit  of  bis  pleafures,  could  not* 
by  any  means,  be  induced  to  augment  his  in- 
conveniences by  entering*  into  a  war.  The 
tuiinileiiae  manifelled  by  his  fubjeds,  on 
many  occafions,.  formed  a  ftrong  motive  Arith 
him  for  avoiding  a  meafure,  which,  by  increaf- 

«  The  dir(>atch  contaming  this  infbrmaiion  ^ts  fGoeifed  the  i^tlt 
of  November,  ouly  thrtee  cUys  before  the  «hike  of  Kichmond**  mo» 
tton. 

•  Ste  Lord  Weyin<wth*8  Lettersi  a^d  and  tSA  Nav« 

ing 
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ing  their  burthens,  wotild  alfo  give  additional  OHAPi 
force  to  their  diflktisfaction.  yJ^}iL' 

The  king  of  Spain  having  held  a  grand  >77>* 
council,  at  which  an  ultimate  proportion  was 
decided  on,  fent  an  account  of  its  refult  to  the 
king  of  France,  inviting  his  co-operation^ 
iliould  war  be  inevitable.  But  the  party  who 
aded  in  conjundipn  with  madame  du  Barry^ 
and  who  depended  on  her  influence  over  the 
king  for  the  promotipn  of  their  views,  now  ac- 
quired a  fuflicifent  afcendency  to  procure  the 
difmi(&on  of  the  Due  de  Choifeul,  and  thus 
deftroyed  every  hope  which  the  king  of  Spain  ; 

Entertained  of  (^riving  afliftance  from  France.^ 

In  conlequence  of  information  imparted  by  i8fh  jart. 
^aferano  of  his  having  frefh  propofals  to  make^  ConcdfioA 
Aih  Harris  received  orders  to  ttintn  to  the  of  SpaiiK 
court  of  Madrid,  invefted  with  the  authorities  ***• 
of  minifter-plenipotentiary ;  and  in  a  ihort  time 
it  was  finally  agreed,  that  Spain  fliould  reftore 
to  the  king  of  Great  Britain^  the  pofleffion  of 
the  Great  Malouine,  or  Falkland's  Ifland,  in 
the  fame  fituation  it  was  at  the  time  when  the 
garrifon  was  expelled  ;  but  this  reftitution  was 
not  to  afied  any  claim  of  right  which  his  Ca- 
tholic majefty  might  have  to  the  fovereignty 
of  that  territory.     The  king  of  Spain  in  this 
declaration  explicitly  difavowed  the  Violent 
enterpri;Se  Of  Buccarelli/ 

DtRINO 

h  From  private  kiformatioif* 

c  See  Jottrntity  and  Debates  fot  the  |fabiefs  tUferred  ttf  fn  the  nar- 
rative I  and  ice  John(bn*s  Paniphlet«  and  the  Anni^al  Regifter  for 
1771.  Thti  unex|ie6M  tentiintftion  of  the  dijbute  gave  rife  to  vari- 
mit  rpeculations.  The  refienation  of  lord  Vrcymouth  occafioned  a 
teport  that  he  ^t  diflatifned  with  th^  want  of  vifgour  which  pre^ 
vailed  in  the  cabinet,-  and  reftgntd  bccauTe  thi  miniftij  wouid  nol 
comply  with  hie  fuggeftionti  which  tended  to  an  immediate  declara- 
tion of  wan  bat  this  it  abfoliitely  unfounded,  for  the  firft  meafurtf 
6f  ]ord  Rocbfbrd  was  to  recal  Mr.  Harris.     It  is  alib  averred  that  st 

Vol*  li  K  K  P"^*^  » 
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CHAP.  During  this  negotiation  feveral  changes^ 
^^  took  place,  by  which  the  miniftry  acquirerf 
1771.  additional  ftrength.  Lord  Weymouth  re- 
Jhc  mmif."  ^^?"^d  ^^e  feals,  \vhich  were  given  to  lord 
try.  Rochford.     Sir  Edward   Hawke   refigned   hia 

izthjan.  place  of  firft  lord* of  the  admiralty,  and  was 
aid. '  fiicceedcd  by  the  earl  of  Sandwich ;  the  earl  of 
Halifax  taking  the  oiiice  of  fecretary  of  ftate 
for  the  northern  department,  which  became 
vacant  by  this  removal,  and  refigning  his  place 
of  lord  privy-feal  to  the  earl  of  Suffolk..  Mr. 
23d.  IJathurft  was  created  Baron  Apfley,   and  ap- 

pointed lord-chancellor;  Sir  William  de  Grey 
Mas  made  chicf-juftice  of  the* common-pleas;. 
Ihurlow  attorney-general,  and  Wedderbume 
folicitor-gcncral  and  cofferer  to  the  qu^n;. 
fcvcral  members  of  both  houfes,  who  were  per- 
fonally  attached  to  the  late  ^Ir.  Grenville,* 
and  had  been  violent  in  oppofition,  now  alfo 
joined  the  minifrerial  ftandard. 
tiwn\\^/       An  incident  which  occurred  before  the  vc- 

tifohoures. 


private  extra-official  negotiation  wis  conduced  between  the  cabinet* 
of  London  and  VeiTailles,  and  terms  of  accopmodation  tx«ated  of  by 
means  of  a  French  agent ;  but  this  aflertion  is  alfo  erroneous.  See 
governor  Pownal's  Speedi  in  the  houfe  of  comnoons,  X3th  February^ 
17^1.  Theilland  was:  in  confequenceof  this  arrangrmentittrrtiukred' 
in  the  mod  honourahte  manner  to  the  Bntifli  forces  (^6th  Sept.  i77i)ir 
but  as  the  nature  apd  vahiv.  of  the  poflcfnon  were  n«w  thoroughly  on- 
cierftoocU  it  was  in  Itfp  thr.n  two  years compktelj  evacifated,  (ai(l  April 
^77)-)  '^l^is  ciixumtiance  has  led  to  an  inUnuation  that  the  mran- 
'donment  of  the  poffeiTion  was  ftipulated  by  fecret  articles,  but  this. 
was  not  the  fa6l;  the  Britifb  forces  left  their  flag  flying,  and  large 
/hectsof  lead  fixed  up,  with  engraved  infcriptions,  proclaiming  to  all 
nations  that  Falkland's  lAanda,  with  the  ftore-houies  and  all  their 
appurtenances,  were  the  fole  i  ight  and  property  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain.  It  is  indeed  tnie  that  the  intention  c^  retaining  this  univi« 
portant  poiTcflTion  was  renounced  by  Great  Britain,  and  the  Spanifli 
niiniiier  was  fo apprized  pending  the  negotiation.  But  there  was  no 
fecret  article  on  the  fubjc^j.nor  was  tiie  ^hiocevfir  funrmdercd  m 
Si>ain. 
*  He  ditd  13th  November,  1770* 


GtotLGt   m.  4^g 

ccfs,  dccifioned  an  animofity  between  the  two  chap. 
houfes,  which  continued  during  the  rertiainder  J^^ 
of  the  fe£Bon.  The  duke  of  Manchefter  made  ^oth  Dec. 
k  motion  for  an  addrefs  for  accelerating  the  '^''^' 
preparations  fot  war,  and  putting  the  Weft 
India  poflefiions,  and  Gibraltar,  in  a  proper  (late 
of  defence.  He  was  proceeding  to  defcant  on 
the  infeciire  condition  of  that  fortrefs,  and  re- 
flefting  on  the  criminal  negligence  of  minifter» 
for  their  omiflion,  when  he  was  fuddenly  inter-' 
rupted,  and  a  motion  made  to  clear  the  houfe. 
The  reafon*  for  this  meafure  were  founded  on 
the  impropriety  of  fiiffering  a  ptopofition  of 
which  no  previous  notice  had  been  given,  to  b^ 
difcufled  in  the  pfefence  of  ft  rangers,  when  the 
objeds  of  it  were  fuch  as  to  difclofe  the  naked- 
nefs  and  weaknefs  of  the  nation.  Lord  Cliat- 
ham  and  the  duke  of  Richmond  refifted ;  but  a 
violent  clamour  of,  "clear  the. houfe,"  pre- 
vented them  from  obtaining  a  hearing.  Being 
highly  irritated,  they,  with  their  friends,  in 
number  about  eighteen,  retired  in  a  body,  alleg-  , 

ing  the  folly  and  idlenefs  of  attending  there, 
wiien  they  were  denied  the  privilege  of  lords  of 
parliament,  and  not  permitted  the  exercife  of 
free  debate;  Immediately  afterwards  feveral 
inembers  of  the  lower  houfe,  who  attended  with 
k  bill,  were  ordered  to  depart.  In  Vain  they  re*- 
prefented  that  the  perfoimance  of  their  duty 
obliged  them  to  remain;  they  were  compelled 
to  retire  till  their  meflage  was  delivered,  then 
te-admitted  with  their  bill,  and  as  foon  as  that 
cei-emony  was  performed,  ordered  again  to 
withdraw.  Inflamed  with  indignation,  they  re- 
turned to  their  own  houfe,  and  made  an  angry 
teprefentation  of  the  tranfailion ;  the  feceding 
lords  were  prefent,  hearing  the  debates,  and  the 
firft  effort  of  refentment  in  the  commons,  was^ 
K  K  ^  inconlidt^rately 
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inconfiderately  direAcd  againft  them.  The 
itatiding  order  was  read,  and  though  the  fug- 
geltion  was  Q^pofed  by  a  majority,  they  were 
ohlisred  to  OMil  the  houfe.  Sixteen  peers  en- 
tered a  proteft  on  the  journals,  and  fereral  in- 
effeQual  motions  were  made  in  the  lower lioufe 
to  procure  an  inquiry  and  difcuflion ;  but  tlie 
only  refult  was  a  fuUen  hoftility  between  the 
two  houfes.  The  lords  gave  ftriA  orders  that 
no  ftrangcrs  iliould  for  tlie  future  be  admitted, 
except  commoners  whg  attended  to  prefent 
bills,  and  they  were  to  depart  when  they  had 
made  the  ufual  obeifanc«i  The  commons  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fcflion  abated  the  rigour  of 
exclufion,  but  the  lords  remained  iiiflexible.* 

The  negotiation  refpeding  Falkland's Iflands 
wasadjuftcd  only  a  few  hours  before  the  meet- 
ing of  parliament,  after  the  recefe.  Lord  North 
informed  the  houfe  of  the  event,  and  on  a  fub- 
fcquent  day  laid  before  them  Maferano's  de- 
claration, and  lord  Rochfbrd's  acceptance. 
The  oppofition  ftrenuoufly  difapproved  of  tlic 
termination  of  the  difpute,  aifigning  to  the 
minifters  and  their  friends,  every  fault  and  im- 
propriety of  condu^  which  could  be  alleged  in 
fucli  a  tranfaft  ion.  Among  other  things  it  was 
averred,  that  the  nation  was  not  only  expofed 
to  contempt  abroad,  but  left  a  prey  to  jobbers 
and  fliarpers  at  home.  "  A  French  feeretary,'* 
colonel  IJarre  obferved  to  the  miniftry,  "  be- 
"  ing  in  your  fecrets,  has  made  near  half  a 
"  miilion  of  moufy  by  gambling  in  your  funds ; 
"  and  fome  of  the  higheft  among  yourfelves 


«  Debate^  JfournaU,  Annual  Regifter^  1771.  p.  57.  The  de- 
bates were  carried  on  with  fo  much*  acrimony,  and  gave  rife  to  fuch 
pcribnal  reAedions,  at  to  oc<aiion  a  duel  between  lord  Georfre  Ger^ 
maine  and  governor  Jobnttone,  in  vbich  lord  George  WM  flightly 
urouttdcd  in  the  hand. 

'*  have 
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**  have  been  deeply  concerned  in  th^fame  fcanr  ch  af. 
**  dalous  traffic."     A  motion  was  made  and   xviii. 
carried  in  both  houfes  for  an  addrefs  to  the   ^tTT 
king,   requefting   tlie  communication  of  pa* 
pers  for  elucidating  the  tranfaclion;  and  the 
produftion  of  thefe  documents  occafiohed  fe- 
veral  rlifcuflions.     A  motion  v.as  made  in  the  i4Jth Ftfc. 
lords,  by  the  duke  of  Ncwcaftle  for  an  addrefs 
ef  approbation,  which  was  carried  afteravehe-' 
ment  debate,  andaproteft,  confifting  of  eleven 
articles,  figned  by  eighteen  peers,  beiides  a  {x-o- 
teft  figneciby  lord  Radnor  uogly,  were  entered 
on  the  journals. 

The  debates  were  no  lefs  ftrenuoufly  main«*  13th  Feb. 
tained  in  the  commons ;  the  motion  of  thanks 
eccafioned  a  very  animated  difcuflion,  but 
the  queftion  was  at  length  carried/  A  motion,  ^^ij  j^^ 
introfhiced  by  a  long  fpeech,  was  afterwards 
made  by  governor  Pownall,  to  cenfure  minif* 
try  for  not  having  demanded  an  explanation 
of  the  oath  of  office,  taken  by  the  Spanifli  go^ 
vernors  in  America,  in  virtue  of  which  they 
justified  the  conduct  of  Buccai'elli ;  but  it  was 
over-ruled.^ 

The  popularity  of  Junius's  Letters  induced  TnzUof 
feveral   bookfellers,    proprietors  of  periodical  printer*. 
works,  to  re-publi^i  them.     Woodfall  was  tried  ,3th  Jon* 
for  printiug  in  the  Public  Advertifer,  one  of  »72o. 
thefe  letters,  which  was  deemed  a  libel,  and 
Almon  was  trietl  for  re-publiihing  the  fame  let*  ^j  j^„^ 
ter  in  a  monthly  Mifcellany,  called  the  Lon-  1770* 
don  Mufeum.     Almon's  cale  came  firft  under 
inveftigation,  and  the  jury  found  him  guilty  of 
publijhing.     The  veidicl  againft  Woodfall  was, 
guilty  of  printing  and  publijliivg  only.     A\^  19th  junt 
^lon's  counfel  moved  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  '77q* 

f  zj\  to  157-  •  1^0  tp  43. 

K  K  3  groimd 
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CHAP,   ground  of  the  evidence  being  inftifficient  tQ 
^}ib  P^^^^  ^^y  c^i^i^^t  intention^  or   even   any 
knoxckdge  of  the  London  Mufeum  being  fold 
At  his  fliop.    Affidavits  were  exhibited  to  prove 
that  the  compilation  in  queftion  was  the  pro- 
perty of  another  bookfeller,  named  Miller ;  fent 
to  Almon's  Ihop  without  bis  privity ;  fold  by  his 
fervant  without  confulting  nim ;  and  that  he 
had  immediately  on  difcovering  the  fad,  prcr 
vented  the  further  fale,     Qne  of  tlie  jury  alfp 
ten^iered  an  affidavit  of  his  having  joined  in 
the  verdict  under  the  in^uence  of  iniftake,  as 
he  had  incorreftly  conceived  a  point  of  lawj 
but  this  affidavit  was  of  courfe  refufed  by  the 
court.     If  appeared  from  the  report  ofthe  trial, 
read   by  lord  Afansfield,  that   in  giving  hi3 
charge  to  the  jury,  he  faid  there  was  evidence 
ofthe  publication  if  they  believed  thewitneCs; 
and  direflcd  them,  if  they  were  not  fatisfiea 
that  the  blanks  in  the  information  were,  filled 
up  according  to  the  true  fenfe  and  meaning  of 
the  writer,  to  acquit  the  defendant:  the  epit 
thets  falfe,  fcandalous,  and  malicious,  ufi^d  in 
the  information  were  inferences  of  law,  drawn 
from  the  paper  itfelf;  and  not  fads  to  be  proved. 
After  the  cafe  had  been  ably  argued  by  counfel^ 
i7tii  Tune  ^^^  ^"^^  taken  by  the  court  to  confider,  they 
1770.  *     gave  an  unanimous  opinion,  that  fione  of  the 
matters  urged  on  behalf  ^of  the  defendant,  nor 
all  of  them  added  together,  were  reafons  for 
aad  jun^    granting  a  new  trial.     In  Woodfall's  cafe  two 
'770-        motions  were  made  :  the  iirft  by  the  defendant 
to  ftay  the  entering  up  of  judgment  on  the 
yerdict ;  the  other  by  tlie  attorney-genei-al,  foE 
entering  a  verdift  according  to  tKe  legal  im- 
id  July      port  of  the  finding  of  the  jury.     This  lattef 
and  ^^       motion  was  firft  difcuffed,  and  lord  Mansfield 
in  reporting  the  proceedings,  ftaited  his  direc- 
*  3  '  "'  ■      '        ^^^^ 


aoth  Nov. 
?77P 
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tioas  to  thp  jury  in  thefc  terms :  "  To  conjSder  chap. 

*'  whether  all  the  inuendos,  and  all  the  appli-  >iJ^Jii^, 

"  cations  to  matter  and  perfons  made  Uy  th^ 

**  information  were. in  their  judgment,  the  trii^ 

*^  meaning  of  the  paper  ?  if  \\\^y  thought  other- 

^'  wife,  tQ  acquit  the  defendant;  but  if  they 

"  agreed, wij.h  the  information,   and  belieTe4 

^'  the  evidence    a&  to   the    publication,   ^hey 

**  fliould  find  him  guilty.     Whether,  the  paper 

"  was  in  law  a  libel,  was  a  queftion  of  law  upoi> 

.*'  the  ftce  of  the  record,  for  after  conviction  a 

,^*  defendant  might  move  in  arvcft  of  jjicignient 

'^  if  the  paper  was  not  a  li-bel :  the  ej>itbets  \% 

*'  the   information  >rere  formal  infej-ences:  of 

law  from  printing  and  publilUi;ng ;  no  prQof 
;**  of-exprefs  malice  was  ever  required,  and  it.ip 
"  in  moft  cafes  impoffible  to  be  given.  Where 
.^'  an  a^  in  itfelf  indifferent?  if  done  |«^ith  par- 
^'  ticu^ar  iijitcnt,  becomes  criminal,  there  the 
'*  intent  mnft  bQ  proved  and  found ;  but  where 
'*  tlie  5.clis  itfelf  unlawful^  as  in  this  cafe,  tlv5 
"  proof  of  juftification  lies  on  the  defendant; 
"  and  in  failure  thereof^  the  law  implies  a  cri- 
"  minal  intent."  The  court  agreed  in  this 
opinion,  but  from  the  ambiguous  ufe  of  the 
word  onl}^  \x^  the  verdi6t,  ordered  a  new 
trial.^' 

The  fentiments  delivered  by  lord  Mansfield 
oh  this  and  fimilaf  occafions,  produced  much 
.difcuffion  among  lawyers,  as  well  as  the  public 
at  large,  and  foon  became  an  object  of  parlia- 
mentary animadverfion.  The  ground  taken  in 
oppofition  to  the  fentiments  of  the  lord  chiefe- 

*  See  Burrow's  Reports,  vol.  v.  2661,  i486}  Reports  of  tbdc 
Trials  in  (epai-ate  pamphlets,  and  the  periodical  publications; 
Letters  to  Mr.  Almon  in  matter  of  libel  j  and  Robert  Mocris'a 
letter  to  fi^  Willim  Aftoji. 

|L  If  4  jufticp, 
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CHAP,  juflicc,  promifcd  a  great  Ihare  of  popularity f 
y^j"-   the  trial  by  jury  is  generally  and  deferveclly 
dear  to  the  nation,  and  every  attempt  to  abridgif 
the  powers,  or  reftrain  the  decifions  of  that  in- 
eftimable  tribunal,  excites  horror  from  its  mani- 
feft  tendency  to  encroach  on,  and  ultimately 
deftroy,  every  valuable  charter  and  focial  im- 
munity.    Libelling  was  the  darling  oflfence  of 
the  day,  and  when  in  impeding  a  pra6Hce  fo 
dangerous,  it  became  neceflary  for  the  noble- 
man at  the  head  of  the  common  law,  to  aiTume 
a  technical  principle  exprefsly  repugnant  to 
the  courfe  of  popular  predile^ion,  and  affail- 
able  by  a  number  of  fpecious  arguments  cal- 
culated for  the  level  of  every  underftanding, 
he  expofed  himfelf  to  a  moft  unequal  and  dan- 
gerous conteft:  his  opponents  were  fpcure  of 
popuinrity  j    and  the  obloquy   attending  his 
do6^rine  was  fufficient  to  deter  many  froni 
efpoufin^,  or  avowing  in  public  their  affent  to 
his  opinion.    All  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,   and  the  majority  of  eminent 
lawyers,  agreed  with  lord  Mansfield ;  the  pub- 
lic was  decidedly  hoftile,  and  the  iranfa^Jion 
occafioned  diflPerences  of  opinion   among  the 
profeifors  of  the    law,   which  can  never   be 
thoroughly  reconciled. 
«ith  Nov,       I K  the  upper  houfe  the  difcuffiqn  was  brought 
i/ifcuffion   forward  by  lord  Chatham,  who  took  occafion 
of  lord       to  digrefsfrom  a  bufinefs  then  in  agitation,  for 
field's* doc  thepurpofe  of  expreffing  hisfentiments  on  the 
trine  in  the  modcm  manner  of  direding  juries  from  the 
iwdz  ^*     hench.     Lord   Mansfield  candidly  and  expli- 
citly avowed  the  praAice,  ihewing  it  to  be 
•founded  on  reafon,  and  ancient  ufage.     He  de- 
clared his  opinion,  "  That  a  libel  or  not  a  li- 
^^  l)el,  was  a  ma|;ter  pf  law  to  be  decided  by  tli« 

^•|)encb^ 
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**  bench,  and  the  queftion  to  hp  left  to  the  C)1ap. 
'*jury,  was  only  the  ftft  of  printing  and  J^J^' 
^'  publilhing."  Lord  Chatham  and  lord  Cam^ 
den  both  exprefled  aftouifhnient  and  abhor- 
rence at  this  doftrine,  but  the  houfe  re- 
turned to  the  more  immediate  objeft  of  dif* 
cuflion. 

Perhaps  this  debate,  thus  irregularly  intro-  Serjeant 
duced,  was  priacipally  defigned  to  extraft  jfrom  ®^yp«** 
the  lord  ch^ef-juftice  a  clear  and  irrevocable         "* 
avowalof  his  judgment,  in  order  to  afford  the 
better  foundation  to  a  motion  which  ferjeaiit 
Glynn  had  then  in  contemplation  to  make, 
and  of  which  in  a  few  days  he  gave  notice.     It  ^^  p^ 
was  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  in-  ij?©* 
quire  into  the  adminiltration  of  criminal  juftice, 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  jiulges  in  Weftmin- 
fter  Hall,  particularly  in  cafes  relating  to  the. 
liberty  of  the  preis,    and  the   conftitutional 
power  and  duty  of  iurics.    This  motion  wa^  ^*  ^^ 
fupported   by  all    the  talents    of  oppofition,  '^^^' 
and  no  argument  or  mode  of  expreffion  omitted 
which  cou4d  inflame  the  public  mind,  or  caft        ^ 
difgrace  on  the  chara<!^er  of  lord  Mansfield.  Ser- 
jeant Glynn  affirmed,  that  a  general  belief  pre- 
vailed of  the  judges  being  unfriendly  to  juries, 
encroaching  on  Ineir  conliitutional  power,  and 
laying  doyyn  falfe  law  in  order  to  miflead  them 
in  their  verdifts.      A  great  difplay  of  legal 
knowledge   was  made   by   the    feijeant    and 
Mr.  Dunning  in  fupporting  the  motion;  they 
were  combated  by  Dc  Grey,  the  attorney-ge- 
neral,  and  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott;  and  lord  Rfanf- 
field's  charafter  was  ftrenuoufly  and  honour- 
ably defended  by  lord  Clare  and  Mr.  Jenkin- 
fon.     The  condu6l  of  Wedderburpe  ^nd  Burke 
was  highly  honourable  j  for  while  they  fup- 
jported  the  motion,  they  difclaimed  and  repro- 

bate4 
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CHAP,  bated  all  thofe  afperities  of  4i.^o);i  which  had 
i^s^  been  ufed  iafpeakin^  of  tlie  lord  chief-juftice, 
and  paid  the  merited  tribute  pf  applaufe  to  his 
extraordinary  talents,  and  confpicuous  inte- 
grity. The  motion  was  loft  by  a  large  mar 
jority.' 
Lord  It  now  became  indifpehfibly  neceflary  for 

^^^^   lord  Mansfield  to  place  his  fentiuients  ia  Co 
paper  with   clear  a  view,  that  they  fliould  no  longer  he 
^th^^     fubjeft  to  mifreprefentation,  and  for  that  pur.- 
hoiifc  of     pole  h^  demanded  a  call  of  the  houfe.     As  he 
^^iv       ^^^  ^^^  ftate  precifely  what  were  hi^  motive* 
1^70,^*     fortius  mealure,  great  expefiations  ,  were  en- 
J;ertained,    pf   his    intending    voluntarily  to 
defend   his  own    conduft,'   and  explain   the 
grounds  and  authorities  which  ferved  a§  a  bafis 
for  his  opinion.     But  he  had  no  fuch  intention, 
nor  was  it  requifite,  or  even  prudent  for  him.to 
sithDec.   ur^dertake  the  taik:  he  delivered  to  the  clerk 
'^^^'     ,   of  the  houfe,  for  the  information  of  the  mem^ 
.    I   bers,  a  copy  of  the  unanipioiids  opinion  of  the 
^oAirt  of  King's  Benoh  in, . WoDdfalfs  cafe.;,  a 
paper  drawn  with  great  precjiipp,  and  conta^Ar 
ii)g  in  afmall  compafs  the.iicyerits.^xd.thela^. 
Lord  Camden  inquired  if  tnis  paper  was  to  be 
entered  on  the  journals,  but  being. anfwered  in 
i»tb.         the  negative,  on  the  following  day  attempted 
to  reijew  the  difcuflion.     He  confidered  the  pa- 
per left  by  lord  Mansfield  as  a  direft  challenge 
to  him,  and  propofcd  fix  interrogatories,  which 
the  chief-juftice    very  properly  declined  an^ 
fwering.      After  fome  ineife&ual  endeavour$ 
to  engage  lord  Mansfield  in  a  difcuflTion  of 
tljequeftion,  it  was  left  for  the  decifion  of  the 
fihMar.    cQurt3  of  law:    a  motion  afterguards    made 

J77»- 

*  1S4  to  76.    It  IS  to  be  obfenred,  that  (his  debate  took  place  be* 
^re  the  changet  in  the  miniilry  already  Dotice(|« 
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In  the  lowtT  houfe,'  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  CH  AP^ 
to  afcertaiu  the  powers  of  juries  in  cafe  of  libels,  ^Ji^ 
was  over-ruled.-  '77«* 

One  of  the  mQil  extraordinary  fubjcAs  Disfran- 
which  for  a  long  tiiw  occupied  the  attention  ^^  ^^^**' 
of  parliame^^  prefentecj  itfclf  this  feffion.  A  Shorehanu 
petition  was  lodged  againft  Hugh  Roberts,  the 
returning  officer  of  New  Shoreham,  for  return- 
ing a  candidate  with  only  thirty-feven  votes, 
in  prejudice  of  another  who  had  eighty-feven, 
although  he  had  queried  feve^^ty-fix  of  thq 
number.  In  hi^  defence  the,ofticer  difclofed  ^ 
Shocking  ^nd  difgufting  fcpne  of  venality, 
perjury,  and  hypocrify.  A  majority  of  the 
freemen  formed  themfelves  into  an  alfocia- 
tion,  denominated  the  Chrijiian  Club:  the 
pretended  nxbtiyes  of  their  confederacy  were 
piety  and  charity ;  tlie  real  purpofe,  corruption. 
They -made  a  traflic  of  their  oaths  and  con* 
fciences,  offered  tlie  borough  for  fale  to  th^ 
higheft  bidder,  and  utterly  precluded  the  other  .  • 
freemen  from  any  beneficial  exercife  of  their 
franchife.  They  were  bound  to  fecrecy  and 
to  each  other  by  oaths,  writings,  and  bonds 
with  large  penalties  and  carried  on  their  negor 
tiations  by  means  qf  a  feleft  committee,  who, 
under  pretence  of  fcruples  of  confcience,  nevey 
voted  at  eleftions  themfelves,  but  having  fold 
|;he  borough,  and  received  the  ftipulated  pricey 
direded  the  fuffrages  of  the  rell,  relying  oi^ 
tliis.  complicated  effort  of  fraud  to  prevent  de^ 
teftion,  and  enjoy  without  remoife  the  fruits  of 
their  dillionefty.  At  a  late  vacancy,  occafion^ 
ed  by  the  death  of  Sir  Stephen.  Corniih,  five  can- 
didates appeared  for  the  borough,  aiid  a  comr 
piittee  of  five  was  appointed  by  the  club  to 
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CHAP,  treat  for  the  fale.     General  Smith,  one  of  the 
^'j^    candidates,  offered  three  thoufand  pounds,  and 
1771.     to  build  at  Shoreham  fix  hundred  tons  of  ihip- 
ping.    Mr.  Rumbold  offered  thirty-five  pounds 
a  man,  to  all  the  freemen ;  his  propofal  was  ac- 
cepted,  but  his  agent  was  direded  not  to  take 
notice  of  voters  who  were  not  of  the  club.  The 
returning  officer,  who  had  been  a  member  of 
this  fociety,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  their 
meafures,  having  taken  umbrage  at  fome  of 
their  proceedings,  determined  to  thwart  and 
oppofe  them.     He  therefore  obtained  the  opi- 
nion of  counfel,  and  although  the  majority  of 
voters  took  the  oaths  againft  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, he  confidered  them  difqualified,  and 
made  his  return  accordingly.     As  the  fele6l 
committee  appointed  under  Mr.  Grenville's  a6^, 
could  not  take  proper  cognizance  of  thefe  flagi* 
tious  tranfadions,  they  reported  them  to  the 
7th  Feb.     houfe,  and  Roberts  was  ordered  to  attend  at 
>77i*        the  bar.     His  defence  not  appearing  fufficient 
intirely  to  exculpate  him,  though  his  condud 
was  acknowledged  to  be  founded  on  proper 
principles,  he  was  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker^ 
itth.         and  difcharged.     Tne  circumftances  thus  dif- 
clofed  were  afterwards  taken  into  confideration, 
e^^idence  examined,  and  a  bill  brought  in,  by 
which,  after  feveral  alterations,  amendments, 
and  debates,  eighty-one  freemen  of  Shoreham, 
named  in  the  bill,  were  disfranchifed,  and  ren- 
dered incapable  of  voting  at  any  eleftion  of 
members  ot  parliament,  and  the  right  of  eleft- 
ing  members  for  that  borough  extended  to  all 
the  freeholders  in  the  Rape  of  Bramber  in  the 
county  of  Suffex,  who  had  tenements  of  the 
value  of  forty  fliillings.     This  meafure  was  by 
fome  confidered  too  lenient,  and  propofals  made 
yttefly  ^p  disfrapchife  the  bojough,  but  the 

precede^i^ 
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J)f ece<lent  was  thought  dangerous;  others,  on  chap, 
the  contrary,  were  defirous  to  limit  the  punifli-    x^^'^- 


ment  to  the  operation  of  law  on  the  guilty  in-     «77>* 
dividuals,  but  this  was  reiefted,  as  affording, 
from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  legal  evidence, 
a  profpecl  of  certain  immunity.' 

In  the  couffe  of  the  feffion,  feveral  attempts 
were  made  by  the  oppofition  to  introduce  po- 
pular laws,  and  raife  popular  qiieftions.  A  bill 
was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons  for 
repealing  a  claufe  in  the  Nullum  Tempus  a6t; 
it  was  read  twice,  but  loft  on  the  third  reading  27th Feb., 
by  an  inconfiderable  majority."  The  duke  of  30th  April 
Richmond  moved  the  houfe  of  lords  to  reverfe 
its  refolution  of  not  impeaching,  direftly  or  in- 
dir^dly,  the  judgment  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
in  the  Middlefex  eleftionj  lord  Chatham  iftMay. 
moved  for  an  addrefs,  praying  the  king  to  dif- 
folve  the  parliament  J  and  alderman  Sawbridge, 
in  the  lower  houfe,  made  a  motion,  to  fhorten 
the  duration  of  parliaments.  All  thefe  efforts 
were  unfuccefsfiil ;  but  alderman  Sawbridge 
renewed  his  motion  in  every  fdTion  till  ms 
death.  * 

1  Debates)  Annual  Rcdfter,  i7^t»  p.  541  Hiftory  of  ttieBo- 
rougbty  Ue,  of  Gieat  Britain,  voL  aii.  p.  s^i  acticle  StMn^ 
bam. 

■  i<4  t9  155- 
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CHAPTER   THE  NINETEENTH: 

1771  —  1772. 

Di/pute  betxceen  the  houfc  of  commdns  and  tic 
city,  —  Puhlicotion  of  debates.  —  Colonel 
Onjlows  complaint  of  a  breach  of  privilege. 
—  Printers  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar.  — 
Their  contumacy.— Order  for  taking  them 
in  cuftody.  —  Proclamation.  —  They  are  ar- 
re  fled  and  difcharged.  —  Complaint  againfl 
other  priiJttrs.  —  Their  conduct.  —  Conduct 
of  the  minority.  —  The  meffenger  arrefied.  — 
Carried  before  the  lord-mayor* -^and  holden 
to  bail.^ — Proceedings  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons.—  Alderman  Oliver  and  the  lord-' 
mayor  committed  to  the  Tower. --^  Zeal  of 
the  populace. -^Proceedings  of  the  common-' 
council. — Addrefs  of  JVilkes  in  eluding  the 
refentment  of  parliament.  —  Committee  ap-' 
pointed. -^  Their  report. -^  Debates  on  the 
Durham  Y^ard  Bill.  —  End  of  thefeffion.  — 

*  City  petition.  —  The  king's  anfwer. — ZJiti- 
fions  in  the  city  party.  —  Death  of  the  earl 
of  Halifax  -*-  and  confequent  changes  in  ad- 
viiniflration.^^  Meeting  *  of  parliament.  ^^ 
Augmentation  of  naval  ejiablijhmefit.  —  Pe- 
tition for  relief  from  fubfcripiion  to  the  ar- 
ticles of  religion.  —  Motion  to  bring  it  in 
rejected.  ^-Church  Nullum  Tempus. — Dr. 
Noweirs  fermon  on  king  Charles's  martyr- 
dom.—  Debates  on  expunging  the  vote  of 
thanks  to  him,  —  Motion  j or  abrogating  the 
obfervance  of  the  thirtieth  of  January. ^^ 
.  Efforts  of  the  dijfenters.  —  Motion  to  repeal 
the  teft  lans.  — Billpajfcs  the  lower  houfe-^ 
but  is  rejected  by  the  lords.  —  Marriage  of 

the 
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ike  hinges  brothers.  —  The  king's  meffage  fo 
parliament.  —  Royal  marriage  bill.  —  Pajfes 
the  lords.  — Proteft.  -^Pajfes  the  commons.  — 
Clofeof  the  feffion.-^  Strength  of  adminif- 
tration.''^  Misfortunes  in  the  royal  family ^ 

—  Death  of  the  princejs  dowager  ojJVales. 

—  Revolution  in  Denmark. 

rpHE  difpofition  to  oppofe  the  proceedings  of  chap. 
^    the  legiflature,  which  had  long  diftin^uifli-   ^^i 
ed  the  city  of  London,  ftill  prevailed,  and  prO'  ^j/^^*' 
duced  a  conteft  between  the  houfe  of  commons  bctXwnth^ 
and  the  lord-mayor,   which  is  curious  in  its  houfcof 
progrefs,  and  memorable  from  the  refult    .         and  th^* 

NoTwiTHSTANDiifG  the  knowu   law  and  "ty. 
privilege  of  parliament,  the  printer  of  certain  ^bmwne 
newfpapers  were  in  the  habit  of  detailing  the  debates. 
debates  of  both  houfes.      Thefe  communica-  . 
tions  were  highly  gratifying  to  the  public,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  a  newfpaper  was  principally  de- 
pendent on  the  reports  of  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings.    But  as  all  thefe  papers  were  devoted 
to  the  purpofes  of  party,  little  care  was  taken  to 
impart  a  juft  detail  of  the  fpeeches,  and  they 
were  frequently  mlfreprefented  in  a  manner 
which  could  hardly  be  confidered  accidental. 
The  only  effedual  remedy  for  ;this  grievance, 
was  a  general  inforcement  of  the  fenatorial  pri- 
vilege, for  if  tlie  houfe  admitted  the  right  of 
tlie  printers  to  report  correctly,  and  left  to  in-- 
dividuals  the  tafk  of  appealing  to  the  courts  of 
law,  againft   falfe  ftatements,  the  proceeding 
would  have  been  found  circuitous,  uncertain, 
land  dangerous-     The  other  mode  had  been 
frequently  followed ;  the  printers  were  fum- 
nioned  to  the  bar,  and  fined  or  reprimanded 
according  to  the  nature  of  their  demerits. 

In  this  feffion  colonel  George  Onflow  made  9th  Fcb^ 
^  complaint  to  the  lioufe,  of  two  publiflicrs  of  qq^^^,/ 

newfpapers, 
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CRAP.  Bewfpapers,  Thompfon  and  Wheebfe,  for  mi(5r 

,yj^^  reprefenting  thcfpeeches,  and  retU*6ting  on  fe^ 

»77i.     veral  of  the  mehibcre.     The  obnoxious  pafl'aget 

5"^i^h  t>€i«g,read  by  tlie  clerk,  colonel  Onflow  moyed 

ofprivi-     that  the  printers  fhould  be  brought  to  jufticci 

^'         for  infringing  the  {landing  order.     This  prac- 

tice,  it  was  obleived,  bad  attained  an  iiifaaiout 

height;  members  were  reprefented  to  the  world 

as  uttering  fentiments  they  neter  proncmnced  i 

and  their  charaders  Mrere  often  by  thefe  means 

degraded  in*  the  opinions  of  their' cotiftituents. 

The  praciice  had  not  prevailed  in  former  times; 

even  during  the  moll  violent  oppofition  to  Sir 

Robert  Walpole,  no  tranfaftions  or  fpeeches 

were  publiilied,  except  during  the  intervals  of 

pai  liament,  and  then  only  in  a  decent  manner : 

and  it  was  now  abfolutely  neceffary,  either  to 

puniih  the  oflenders  feverely,   or  reverfe  the 

Handing  order. 

The  motion  was  combated  by  an  aflertion, 

that  the  minifterial  papers  were  no  lefs  ahufiv* 

than  thofe  devoted  to  the  oppofition ;  it  Mas 

argued  that  the  imparting  to  conftrtuents  the 

parliamentary  behaviour  of  thcJr  reprefenta-* 

tives,  was  founded  on  the  trCieft  principles  of 

the  conftitution,  and  mifreprefentations  ought 

to  be  punilhed  legally,  on  complaint  from  the 

individual  aftefled,  and  not  by  the  hand  of 

power,  and  weight  of  the  legiftature,  whofe  ex- 

ercife  of  authority  is  always  odious  and  oppref- 

l^rinferi      fivc.     Coloncl  Onflow's  motion  was  however 

Stolalir  ^^"'^'^^j*  ^"d  the  printers  ordered  to  attend  at 

the  bar.      the  bar  of  the  houfe. 

Their  con-      The  execution  of  this  ordcf  was  adjourned 
^^^'     fcveral  times,  and  when  the  houfe  demanded 
the  appearance  of  the  printers,  it  M'as  difcover* 

*  9*  to  s$. 
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ed  that  their  laft  order  of  adjournment  had  not  chap. 
been  ferved.     Another  excufe  of  the  Ikmc  kind  ^J™^. 
was  admitted ;  but  the  parties  (iill  remaining  in     i77>* 
adate  of  contumacy,    the  ferjeant  at  arms  H^    \ 
was  dire&ed  to  take  them  into  cullody.     This  onjo-for 
order  was   not  obtained   without  a  violent  Jjjjjf^  * 
debate;  the  number  of  the  minority  was  in*  tvotjf. 
confiderable,^  but  the  arguments  uled  in  the 
houfe,  and  the  time  which  elapfed  from  the  firft 
agitation  of  the  bufmefs,  occafioned  many  dif- 
cuffions  both  in  converfation  and  in  print,  and 
enabled  the  party  in  the  city  who  were  defirous 
of  oppofing  govqrmnent,  to  concert  a  plan  of 
operations. 

When  Uie   fe^eant  at  arms  went  to  the  Prodam. 
lioufes  of  the  parties,  they  were  conftantly  de-  ^*^^f^ 
nied,  and  the  fer^^ants  accompanied  their  an*  Sig  them. 
fwers  with  contemptuous  fneers ;  which  being  4th  Mar. 
reported  to  the  houfe,  Mr.  Onflow  moved  for 
an  addrels  to  the  king,  to  iflue  a  proclamation, 
with  a  reward,  to  any  perfon  who  iliould  appre- 
hend the  offenders-  In  confequence  of  this  pro- 
clamation, Wheeble  was  taken  by  one  Carpen*  ts^ 
tcr,  aprinter,  and  carried  before  Wilkes,  who  not  J^3^ 
onlydifchargedhim,  but  took  recognizances  for  and  dif. 
proiecuting  tlie  perfon  by  whom  he  was  appre-  •^^Kw** 
nended.     Wilkes  wrote  \n  juftification  or  this 
condu6);  to  the  earl  of  Halifax,  fecretaiy  of 
iftate,  obferving  that  the  proclamation  did  not 
charge  Wheeble  with  any  crime,  and  by  taking 
him  into  cullody,  the  rights  of  an  Engliihman, 
as  well  as  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  citjv 
were  grofsly  violated.  Hiompfon^  another  prin- 
ter^^as  fimilarly  arrefted  and  difchargj^l  by  al- 
dern^an  Oliver.    Bo&  aldermen  ffavfe  qertifr-. 
cates  to  the  perfons  who  apprehended  Wheeble 

*  17  to  t6o. 
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CHAP,  tod  Thbmpfon,  teftify  ing  tliat  they  had  brought 

^ix^    before  them  the  perfoiis  indicated  in  the  pso- 

i77«*      claination,    and  were  intitled  to  the  rcM'ard; 

but  the  collufion  was  fo  palpable,  that  the  lords 

of  the  treafury  rcfufed  payment.' 

Com^aint       ^g  j^  ^.^s,  before  this  period,  apparent,  from 

ofhwprin-  the  condud  of  Thompfon  and  Wl^eeble,  that 

tcr*.  they  would  efcape  the  intended   puniflimentt 

12th  Mar.  ^^Qj^^^g]   Onflow  preferred    a  frelli   complaiat 

againft  fix  other  printere  for  the  fame  offence, 

and  after  a  confiderable  oppofition,  they  were 

14th.         ordered  to  appear  at  the  bar.     On  tiic  appoint- 

Ti^ircon-  pj  (Jay,  four  prefcuted  themfelves;  three  were 

reprimanded  and  difcharged;'*  the  cafe  of  one 

was  adjourned;*  a  fifth  could  not  attend,  being 

in  cuflody  in  Newgate  by  order  of  the  hoafe 

Contu-       of  lords  ;^  the  other,  whoit  name  was  JMiller, 

"»^y®^     refufed  to  obey  the  fummons,    and,   on  the 

^'       motion  of  Mr,  Onflow,   an  order  was  iflued 

for  taking  him  into  cuftody,  by  the  fcrjeant  at 

arms. 

S«"ttano^*^      iN^thefe  tranfaftions  the  minority  ihcM-ed  a 

rity.         determined  fpirit  of  oppofition,  and  profefied 

a  refohition   to  harafs  the  houfe  by  frequent 

tnotions  of  adjournment  and  amendment;  on 

the  firft  debate  they  divided  the  houfe  three- 

c  Mr.  Dovvilefwell  attenoptrd  to  intereft  the  houfe  of  ooroinons  in 
Carpentcr*s  behalf,  and  received  the  following  humourous  anfwer 
from  Wedderburne  :  "  As  to  the  affair  of  Mr.  Twyne  Cai-penter, 
**  I  can  fee  no  reafon  for  fupuorting  him  t  as  I  underftand  it,  the 
*'  man  is  Mr.  Wheeble*s  deviJ.  Wheeble  was  arrefted  by  bis  owd 
**  devil ;  he  was  difcharged  out  of  the  illegal  arreii  of  this  deril ; 
**  the  devil  was  bound  over  to  anfwer:  whether  printer  beats  de¥iJ» 
«*  or  devil  beats  printer,  is  of  tic  confcquence  j  there  may  be  the 
<«  devil  to  do  j  there  will  be  the  devil  tb  pay:  if  the  devil  has  had 
*^  the  ixward  that  was  advert ifed»  the  devil  has  fairly  outwitted  the 
**  r.oble  lord  near  mc:  whether  he  has,  or  not,  I  do  not  know^  bat 
**  I  hupe  this  houfe  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  him/* 

*  Baldwin,  Wright  and  Bfadoft, 

«  Evans. 

'  W.  Woodfall. 

and- 
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and-twenty  times,  on  the  laft  thirteen.    This  chap* 
proceeding  gave  additional  courage  to  their  ad-   yj^^i 
nerents  in  the  city,  and  accordingly  on  the     «77x. 
next  day  the  finefle  of  arrefting  Thompfon  and 
M  heebie  took  place.     The  order  for  taking 
Miller  into   cuftody  b^ing  previoufly  made, 
could  not  therefore  be  prevented,  and  a  plan  • 
vas  laid  for  refifting  the  eiFe6l;  of  the  fpeaker's 
warrant,  and  at  the  fame  time,  difgracing  the 
officers  of  the  houfe  of  commons* 

Accordingly,  when  the  meffenger  appear-  Thcmer- 
ed,  Miller  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  arreft,  and  Sfi"* 
violence  being  ufed,  a  conftable  prepared  for 
the  purpofe  took  charge  of  the  officer,  and 
carried   him  to   Guildhall  to  anfwer  for  the 
aflault.     Wilkes,  the  fitting  alderman,  having 
finiflied  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  refufed  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  affair,  and  the  parties  were 
conduced  to  the  nianfion-houfe.    The  lord- 
mayor,  Brafs  Crofbv,  was  indifpofed,  and  there-. 
fore  deferred  the  bufinefs  till  fix  o'clock  in  the 
evening,**  in  which  interval,  the  meffenger  feht 
for  Mr.  Clenicntfon,  deputy-ferjeant  at  arms. 
At  fix  o'clock,  the  lorcUmayor,  attended  by  Carried 
aldermen  Wilkes  and  Oliver,  admitted  the  par-  y^^^ 
ties;  Miller  made  his  complaint,  and  the  lord-  mayors 
mayor  zi^ed  the  meffenger  what  offence  the 
printer  had  committed,  and  by  what  authority 
he  prefumed  to  affault  him  ?  The  officer  pleaded 
1that  he  aded  under  the  direftion  of  the  fpeaker, 
and  produced  his  warrant.  The  deputy-feijeant^ 
who  waited  to  hear  what  \vere  the  circumftances 
alleged  as  an  affault,  now  announced  himfelf, 
and  faid  he  came  there  by  the  fpeaker's  com- 
mand, to  demand  not  only  the  meffenger,  but 
Miller  his  prifoner ;  and  he  did  demand  them 

>  It  ^as  aboQt  three  when  they  came  to  the  manfionohoofe* 

L  L  «  m 
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euKT.  in  the  mod  folemn  manner.    After  fome  ob(er^ 
J^j^  vations  on  the  impropriety  of  arreting  a  citizen^ 
*77«*     by  any  perfon  who  was  neither  peace-officer 
nor  conftable,  and  on  the  violation  of  the  char« 
ters  by  a  caption,  made  without  the  knowledge 
or  authority  of  the  lord^mayor,  Mr.  Clement- 
fon's  application  was  refufed,  and  Miller  dif* 
charged.    The  aflault  was  next  proved,  which 
confided  in  taking  Miller  by  the  arm,  in  order 
to  bring  him  belore  the  houfe  of  commons. 
The  meffenger,  by  Clementfon^s  diredion,  re- 
fufed to  give  bail  to  anfwerthis  complaint,  and 
a  warrant  for  committing  him  to  the  compter 
was  (igned  by  the  lord-mayor  and  the  two  al- 
A^^         dermen.     When  the  matter  had  proceeded  to 
b^a.*°       this  extremity,  and  the  officers  were  ready  to 

take  away  the  meflenger,  bail  was  given. 
Proceed-         The  deputy-ferjcant  at  arms  immediately 
lio^fcSf*^  related  thele  tranfaAions,  which  were  received 
commoiis.   with  great  indignation  by  the  houfe.     Orders 
were  iffued  for  the  lord-mayor  and  alderman 
Oliver  to  attend  in  their  places,  and  Wilkes  at 
19th  and    the  bar.     Crolby,  in  his  defence,   alleged  that 
»oth.         his  oath  as  an  alderman  of  London,  obliged 
-     him  to  defend  the  charters  of  the  city,  which 
he  produced,  and  required  to  be  heard  by  coun- 
fel.     This  propolition  was  ftrongly  enforced  by 
Trecothick,   Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey,  and  others, 
but  rejected  :*  though  an  order  was  afterwards 
made,  that  he  might  be  heai  d  by  counfel  on 
all  points  which  did  not  controvert  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  houfe:   the  lord-mayor's  clerk 
was  alfo  direfted  to  attend  with  the  book  of 
minutes,  and  the  recognizance  entered  into  for 
the  meflenger 's  appearance  was  erafed. 
*5*^         .   After  fome  delays,  occafioned  by  Croihy*a 
illnefs,  he  was  heard  in  his  own  defence,  having 

*  aoi  to  79. 
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rrfufed  the  indulgence  of  couufel,  on  account  chap* 
<tf  the  limitation  with  which  it  was  conceded,   yj^^^ 
and  of  the  abfence  of  all  thofe  of  whofe  affift-  Aaof  ifce 
ance  he  was  particularly  defirous.     The  evi-  J^jjJ^ 
dence  being  concluded,  the  houfe,  after  a  debate  decbrtd 
which  lafted  till  near  one  o'clock  in  the  mom-  ^J|^/*"**^ 
ing,  refolved,  **  That  to  releafe  a  perfon  taken  P"^**^* 
**  by  virtue  of  the  fpeaker's  warrant ;  to  appre- 
**  hend  the  meffenger  of  tile  houfe  for  execut- 
**  ing  his  waiTant ;  and  to  hold  the  meffenger 
*'  to  bail  for  fuch  pretended  affault^  were  all 
"  breaches  of  privilege.'* 

It  was  then  propofed   to  proceed  againft  Oliver. 
Oliver.     A  motion  of  adjournment  Avas  made 
on  account  of  the  latenefs  of  the  hour,  but  ne- 

gatived.''  The  alderman,  being  called  on  for 
is  defence,  faid,  "  He  owned  and  gloried  in 
"  \he  faft  laid  to  his  charge ;  he  knew,  thal^ 
^^  whatever  punifhment  was  intended,  nothing 
/*  he  could  lay  would  avert  it;  as  for  himfcl^ 
**  he  was  perfeftly  unconcerned ;  and,  as  he 
"  expefted  little  from  their  juftice,  he  defied 
"  tlieir  power."  A  motion  being  made  for 
committing  him  to  the  Tower,  colonel  Barre, 
after  a  violent  and  indignant  fpeech,  quitted 
the  houfe,  attended  by  about  twenty-five  or 
thirty  members.  An  amendment  was  moved, 
to  place  the  delinquent  members  in  cuftody  of 
the  feijeant  at  arms,  inftead  of  committing  them 
to  the  Tower,  which  in  all  probability  would 
have  paffed,  had  not  Oliver  pertinaciouily  re- 
fufed  making  the  flighteft  concefiion.' 

When  the  lord-mayor  again  attended  the  *i[** . 
houfe,  all  the  avenueS  were  befet  by  a  clamor-  loni-Jiyir 
ous  and  outrageous  mob,  who  infidted  feveral  cooMnkted 
of  the  minifterial  members,  particularly  lord  ^Jji. 

k  S14  to  97* 

I  The  quettoB  for  Ik  commifment  was  canM  170  to  s'. 

L  X*  3  North 
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CHA?*  North  and  Mr.  Fox;  and,  defying  ihe  civil 
v^!2L  po^v^r>  would  probably  have  proceeded  to  the 
i77«.  greateft  outrages,  had  they  not  been  tranquil- 
iized  by  fome  of  the  popular  members.  Several 
of  the  oppofition  party  refufed  to  appear  in  the 
houfe,  and  Sir  George  Saville  and  Burke  re- 
tired  before  the  debate ;  faying,  *'  they  con- 
**  fidered  the  refufal  to  hear  the  lord -mayor,  by 
"  counfel,  as  a  prohibition  of  juftice."  In  con- 
fideration  of  his  ill  health  it  was  moved  that 
Crolby  ihould  be  taken  into  cuftody  by. the 
ferjeant  at  arms,  but  he  difdained  the  intended 
lenity.  He  faid,  his  health  was  confiderably 
amended ;  he  had  no  favour  to  afk  of  the  houfej 
and,  in  juflice  to  his  honourable  friend,  he  ought 
to  be  lent  to  the  ToM'er ;  he  thought  he  had 
afted  rightly,  and  on  a  fnnilar  occafion  would 
adopt  the  fame  mode  of  condu6t  An  amend- 
ment was  then  moved,  and  after  a  debate  which 
lafted  till  near  midnight,  he  was  committed 
to  the  Tower, 
jBcai  of  the  The  mob  confidering  the  chief  magi  ftrate  of 
populace,  the  city  as  a  marty  r  i  n  the  caufc  of  freedom,  took 
the  horfes  from  his  carriage,  and  drew  it  to 
Temple  Bar,  where  they  Ihut  the  city  gates,  and 
infifted  on  the  deputy -ferjeant  at  arms  quitting 
the  coach,  and  proceeding  no  further:  the  lord- 
mayor  was  obliged  to  interpofe,  and  quiet  them, 
by  an  alfurance  that  the  gentlemen  by  whom 
he  was  accompanied  were  his  particular  friends, 
and  were  efcorting  him  home:  at  the  manfion- 
houfe  the  populace  retired,  and  Crofby  went 
iftina^th  privjately  to  the  Tower,  A  few  days  after- 
April*  wards,  the  populace  fliewed  their  indignation 
by  hanging  and  beheading  on  Tower  Hill,  with 
many  ignominious  circumftances,  effigies  re- 
*  '  prefenting  perfons  of  high  rank,  who  were  in- 
imical to  their  favourites. 
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The  city  zealoufly   efpoufed  the  caufe  of  c«ap. 
tlieir    magiftrates.     At  a  court  of  common-    J^^ 
council,    convened  at  Guildhall,   where  Tre*      1771. 
cothick  officiated  as  locum  tenens  for  the  lord-  fn'^^"/thg 
wiayor,  public  thanks  in  writing  were   voted  court  of 
to  the  chief  magiftrate  and    the  two  alder-  ««"«»?«»• 
men ;  a  committee  of  four  aldermen  and  eight  19th  and 
commoners  was  appointed  to  afiift  in  their  de-  »»ftMar. 
fence  before  the  houfe,  and  empowered  to  em- 
ploy fuch  counfel  as  fliould  be  thpught  fit,  and 
to  draw  on  the  chamber  of  London  for  any 
fum  not  exceeding.five  hundred  pounds.  When 
Croiby  and  Oliver  were  in  cuftody,  and  thefe 
exertions  could    be  no  longqr  beneficial,  the  jd  April. 
committee  ordered  the  expeuccs  of  their  table 
to  be  paid  by  the  city :    writs  of  habeas  cor- 
pus were  by  their  inftruftions  fued  out,  and  sth, 
the  prifoners  feparately  conveyed  before  lord 
Mansfieldj   and   lord  chief-juftice    de   Gtey; 
counfef  attended,  but  after  a  full  hearing,  the 
judges  declared  themfelves  not  authorized  to 
interfere,  and  the  prifoners  were  remanded.    In^  aad  an<J . 
the  enfuing  term  they  were  again  brought  by  ^^^^^P"'* 
writs  of  habeas  corpus,   before  the  courts  .of 
Common  Pleas  and  Exchequer,  but  in  both, 
tlie  bench  declared  themfelves  unable  to  re- 
verfe  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  the  prifoners  were  therefore  obliged  to  re- 
main in  cullody  till  the  prorogation  of  parlia-  8th  May, 
ment,  which  in  courfe  terminated  their  captivity. 
Their  difcharge  was  celebrated  by  illuminations 
and  public  rejoicings;  they  were,  by  order  of  the 
common-council,  attended  from  the  Tower  ta 
the  manfion-houfe  by  a  magnificent  proceflion 
of  city  officers  in  their  robes;  while  a  larga 
poncourfe  of  people  teftified  unbounded  exul- 
tation. 

AViLKEs  alone  efcaped  with  impunity:  b}'Addrcf«of 

t  L  ^  a  letter  wiikcs. 
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cttAP*  a  Imertothcfpcaker,  he  refuied  to  appear  in 

^'^  thr  houre,  imlefs  called  to  bholace  as  member 

»77  V  for  \l  iddlefex.    Other  orders  tor  hw  attendance 


Tv-r^    ar.  being  Ukewifc  diiregarded,  the  houfe  was  em* 
-or.iand     barrjtflTcd :   Wilkes's  partisans  urged  the  pro* 
24th  Mir.  priety  of  vindicating  the  dignity  of  parliament, 
and  not  permitting  him  to  eicape  while  his  feU 
low  delinquents  were  fubjeftea  to  fuch  fcvere 
punifhment;  but  the  minifters^  apprehenfivc 
of  expofmg  themfelves  in  a  fuitfaer  conteft  with 
fuch  an  opponent,  evaded  all  further  difcufiioii 
of  the  point;  by  an  exnedieot  in  which  con- 
veniency  wa^  confultea  m^tt  thkn  dignity :  9u 
order  was  paired  for  the  attendance  of  Wilkes 
on  the  eignth  of  April,  and  the  houfe  adjourned 
till  the  ninth. 
sstk  Kte       A  SEC  E£T  committee  of  twenty-one  members 
P«»p^  was  appointed  for  the  purpof<;  ot  afferting  and 
Sppomted.  jnajntaming  the  dignity  ot  parliament:  they  ikfe 
with  great  diligence  and  perfeverance  u|Kwards 
of  a  month.  Great  expedations  were  formed  of 
the  refult  of  their  deliberations^  and  the  friends 
of  the  lord-mayor  and  aldermen  were  preparing 
themfelves  accordingly ;  but  when  tne  report 
totfa  April,  wnk  prefented,  it  merely  recommended  that 
Th«rre-    ^jHer  fliould  again  be  taken  into  cuftody  by 
^         the  ferjeant  at  arras.     The  report  was  fucccff- 
ftilly  ridiculed   by  Burke,  and  a  motion  of 
thanks  to  the  committee  made  in  fuch  a  bur- 
lef€)ue  ftyle,  that  lord  North  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment.     No  further  attempt  ^'as  made  againft 
Miller,  .,arid  from  this  period  the  publiihers  of 
newfpapers  and  other  periodical  works  have 
been  in  the  conftant  habit  of  detailing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  both  houfes  of  parliament.* 

Another 

»  Sbe  debatts  on  thexlayg  nientioMd  in  the  maigmi  Anmnl  Rc- 

gtftcr,  for  1771,  chapter  vi.  5  Hiftory  of  lord  Noith*s  admmtftn- 

tion,  p.  35  IU4S1  RefleAions  on  the  prefcnt  difpute  betwom  the 

•  fadufe 


OEOROE    IIL  8£| 

Ahothee  occafion  of  conteft  between  the  chap« 
city  and  the  legiflature,  arofe  in  the  bill  for  ,J^^ 
enabling  certain  perfons  to  enclofe  and  embank     i77c>^ 
part  of  the  river  Thames,  adjoining  to  Durham  S^SS?.^ 
Yard,  Saliibury  Street,  Cecil  Street,  and  Beau-  ham  rUrd 
fort  Buildings.    The  proportion  was  referred  ^^:^. 
to  a  committee,  who  reported  in  its  favour,  and  ^* 
recommended  that  the  bill  ifaould  be  brought 
in.    The  city,  confidering  their  pn^rty  ext 
pofed  to  incroachment,  were  heard  by  couniel: 
Ibey  produced  a  grant  of  Henry  Vll,  of  all  the  MiMv. 
foil  and  bed  of  the  river  from  Staines  Bridge  to 
a  place  in  Kenf,  near  the  Medway,  and  ihewed 
a  ieafe  granted  by  them,  fixt^*fix  yeafi  before 
this  period,  of  a  nook  of  the  nver  at  Vauxhall, 
under  which  they  continued  ftill  to  receive  rent* 
Chi  the  other  fide,  a  charter  of  Charles  il,  to  An* 
city,  was  produced,  in  which  he  referved  the 
bed  of  the  river,  and  it  was  contended  that  the 
city,  by  receiving  the  latter  ^;rant,  abandoned 

g    >   i»  I   ■         1     ■  »     nii.i  ■  I  II  ■     nil 

hmaft  of  commoas  and  the  roagiftntes  of  London  )  and  man^  other 
■iOMihkUt  and  aH  the  periodical  works  of  the  time^— Hanng  ve- 
uied  tfade  traniaAiooe  with  a  minutencfa  yoporuoped  to  their  fiofpi* 
Jaritr  and  the  importance  of  the  refiilt,  it  may  be  pniper  to  make 
a  lew  ehfawationa*  A  broad  ftatement,  that  h  it  but  right  and 
ieeeat  for  the  conftitiieatt  to  have  an  opportnnity  of  knoving 
lehat  if  (aid  and  done  hr  their  rcprcfentativet,  appeara  ah^oft  » 
traifin :  hut  the  dail^  piiblication  of  debates  on  fubjeds  yet  unde- 
cided is  often  produAive  of  bad  elfefts,  by  inisiriiig  examrated  hopes 
nnd  unfbonded  fears,  and  bjr  inducing  members  to  addf!rfs  their  ien«> 
timents  rather  to  the  jallenes  than  to  the  chair.  The  difpofition  to 
debate  on  all  foWic  amirs  has  perhaps  been  tncreaiedby  thtsprs6Hee| 
but  the  difputants  without  doors  are  put  much  loore  os  a  level  tlna 
formerly  s  every  paper  which  contains  the  aigofKnts'  of  one  fideb 
^vcs  alfo  the  reply  j  whereas  fbrmerly,  politic  dilutes  were  onlj 
judged  of  by  party  pamphlets,  and  o^caaooal  noMications  of  m* 
tefts}  and  garbled  debates.  Eyerjf  liberty  may  ne  perverted^  aao  li- 
centiourneis  may  refult  from  malice  or  from  ignoraKe  |  but  guariM 
as  the  members  of  parliament  ate,  botbbjreainl  lews  and  catchiive 
frivil»et»  they  have  little  to  fter  Iroa^  eerMW  miliepfetalaitieo,  aM4 
a  modm^  and  timely  exertioa  of  the  fbrndoMf  oider  to  clearthe 
Jioufe,  whenperticttlar  debates  are  lapifWd,  wiU  ahsays  Infurt  tlie 
aatioei«sintthecAae  el  mSknm  fubikatiaa  ef  metteri vrfwd^ 
ought  le  he  kept  fccret» 

the 
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the  former.  The  charter  of  Henry  vir.  extend-* 
^^^  ed  only  to  the  foil  of  the  river  within  the  city 
"177**  and  fuburbs ;  the  leafe  of  Vauxhall  was  a  mere 
incroachment,  and  the  right  of  the  city  wa^ 
utterly  denied.  Thefe  arguments  prevailed; 
the  bill  was  committed,  and  paflfed  both  houfes: 
a  proteft  was  entered  on  the  lords'  journals, 
figned  by  three  peers  only.  A  magniiicent 
pile  of  buildings,  called  the  Adelphi,  has  been 
ereSed  on  the  lite. 
fthMay.  |n  the  fpcech  from  the  throne  which  ter- 
f^^y  *  minated  this  long  and  active  feffion,  the  king 
congratulated  the  houfes  onthofe  exertions, 
which  had  averted  a  war,  and  enabled  him, 
with  confidence,  to  promife  a  continuance  of 
peace»  He  exhorted  them  to  employ  their  beft 
endeavours  in  rendering  the  national  happiiids 
complete,  by  difcouraging  and  fupprefling  all 
grouudlefs  fufpicions  and  domeftic  dilturb^ 
ances.  "  I  have  no  Qther  objett,"  he  faid, 
"  and  I  can  have  no  other  intereft,  than  to 
*"  reign  in  the  hearts  of  a  free  and  happy  pco- 
"  pie  :  and  it  is  my  earncft  wifh,  that  my  lub- 
"  jeds  may  not  be  prevented,  by  any  miliakes, 
*'  or  anijDofitics  amongft  thcmlelves,  from  eur 
*'  joying,  in  the  fulleft  extent,  tl>e  bldfmgs  of  a 
**  mild  and  legal  government.  1  lie  fupport  of 
"  our  excellent  conftitution  is  our  common 
"  duty  and  jntereft.  By  that  ftandard  I  would 
'**  w^illi  my  people  to  try  all  public  principle^ 
*'  and  profeflions,  and  to  look  upon  thofe  as 
'^^  their  moil  dangerous  enemies,  who,  under 
"  any  pretence,  would  perluade  them  to  vio- 
^'  late  thofe  laws,  and  undermine  that  autho- 
"  rity,  which  the  conftitution  has  provided 
*^  for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  the  general 
^Miberty  and  happinefs.'* 

PURINQ 
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DuBiKG  the  recefs,  the  city  had  recourfe  to  chaf.^ 
the  acculiomed  meafure  of  addrefling  and  pe-      ^]^ 
titioiiing  the  throne*     Their  intention  being    .»^7»*j 
announced,  the  lord-chamberjain  wrote  to  the'^^JJ^**^*" 
lord-mayor,  informing  him,  the  livery  could)  9th  jui^. 
not  be  permitted  to  attend  him  to  St,  James's  ;• 
and  copies  of  this  lett(,T  vere  polled  in  various 
parts  of  the  city,  under  pretence  of  preventing  •  1 

tlie  livery  from  aifembling.     A  petition  was-  loth. 
prefented,  couched  in  the  fame  language  with, 
others  which  had  been  previoufly  addreffed  to 
the  throne;  it  complained   of  tlie  arbitrary,.         j  ^ 
audacious,  illegal,  and  wicked  proceedings  o£ 
the  houfe  of  commons,  in  imprifoning  the  city- 
members,  and  procurng  the  Durham  Yard  aft;' 
and  prayed  the  king  to  give  peace  to  the  na^ 
tion  by  a  fpeedy  diilblution  of  parliament,  and 
by  removing  his  prefent  wicked  and  defpotic 
minifters  from  his  prelence  and  councils  for 
every.  The  king,  in  anfwer,  faid,  he  was  always  Theking'* 
ready  to  exert  liis  conftitutional  prerogative  in  •°^*^^'    . 
redreffing  real  grievances,  and  the  city  of  Lon- 
don fhould  ever  find  him  ready  to  liften  to  well- 
founded  complaints;  but  he  felt  concern   at 
feeing  a  part  of  his  fubje6ts  ftill  fo  milled  and 
deluded,    as  to   renew   in  fuch  reprehenfiblc 
terms,  a  requeft  with  which  he  had  repeatedly 
declared  his  refolutionnotto  comply. 

At  fome  preceding  periods,  this  traiifaftion  l>»vificmof 
would  have  created  a  confiderable  fenfation ;  ^^1^ 
but  the  public  now  obferved  it  without  con- 
cern ;  the  moment  of  delufion  was  paft,  and  the 
fchifm  among  the  city  patriots,  which  was  in- 
creafed  to  a  great  degree  of  perfonal  animofity, 
rendered  their  proceedings  matter  of  indif- 
ference to  all  but  themfelves,  Caufes,  which 
it  is  no  longer  important  to  afcertain,  had 
created  irreparable  variances  among  the  leaders 

of 
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CHAF.  of  city  politics,  their  public  meetings  were 

^^2b  f^W^  of  hoftility,  clamour,  and  recrimination ; 
^7>*  and  the  prefe  teemed  with  their  mutual  abuie. 
The  focieties  which  they  had  inflituted  were 
either  diflblved,  or  weakened  by  feceflions  and 
rivaUliips ;  while  the  popularity  for  which  they 
were  thus  indecently  contending,  was  vilibly 

ffibi^priU  and  daily  diminifliing.  During  the  confine* 
ment  of  the  loni*mayor,  the  ward  of  Farring* 
don  firenuoufly  recommended  the  ele&ion  of 
Wilkes  as  iheriflP,  and  he  promifed  to  accept  the 

ftAt  office  if  chofen.  He  thought  proper  to  wait 
on  Oliver,  who  was  expeded  to  be  ^eriff,  and 
announce  himfelf  as  a  probable  co-adjutor. 
The  imprifoned  alderman  was  decidedly  adverfe 
to  the  meafure,  and,  after  remonftratmg  with 
him  for  a  confiderable  time  in  vain,  fent  a  letter 
to  Witkes*s  deputy,  ftating  the  total  diifereDce 
of  their  political  views,  and  his  refolution  for 
that,  ana  many  other  reafons,  not  to  ierve  the 

94ih  Jwie.  office  of  ilieriiF  with  Wilkes.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  intimation,  Wilkes  perfevered  in  of^ 

S^  July-  fering  himfelf  a  candidate,  and  at  the  clofe  of 
the  poll,  he  and  Bull  were  returned  by  a  large 

90th  Sq^.  majority.*  Before  they  entered  on  tlieir  office, 
the  new  fherifFs  appealed  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
people,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  livery,  declarin]^ 
their  refolution  not  to  gratify  an  unprincipled 
adminiftration,  by  pennitting  the  militajy  to 
attend  the  execution  of  the  law  on  criminals. 
They  afterwards  attempted  to  attraft  notice  by 
fome  fa&ious  frivolities,  but  the  public  no 
Jonger  appeared  interefted  in  their  manceu^Tes.* 

There 

»  On  tliif  occafion  the  mob  teftifie4  their  arprobation  of  Wtlk^s 

Sborninjr  in  effigy  John  Hornc,  late  ttdtat  of  Brentford*  who  bail 
iate  wmgm&fti  hisnielf  at  oac  of  Wilkcs*a  piiBcipal  anta* 
||[onifH« 

•  Willn  far  a  neflafi  (lith  Oft.)  to  aldermao  Nafli»4ic  loH- 

major 
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Therk  WQsnow,  in  fad,  no  plaufible  grievance  CH  ap«. 
to  complain  of;  the  miniftry  appeared  more  ^2^. 
firnily  united  among  themfelves,  and   better     1771*  * 
fupported  than  any  preceding  adminiftration,  £S*h^ 
and  daily  obtained  new  acceffions  of  ftrength.  hx,  ind** 
During  the  recefs,  the  oiiice  of  fecretary  of  ^^"^ 
ftate,  vacated  by  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Hali-  5th"jPI^ 
fax,  was  conferred  on  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  and  »^ 
his  place  of  lord  privy-feal  was  accepted  by  the 
duke  of  Grafton ;  lord  Hyde  fucceeded,  on  Uic  «**• 
death  of  lord  Strange  to  the  chancellorfliip  of 
the  duchy  of  Lancafter;    but  thefe  changes 
made  no  alteration  in  the  political  fyftem  of 
adminiftration. 

As  no  public  bufinefs  claimed  particular  at-  «tt  Jw. 
tention,  the  parliament  did  not  meet  before  the  j^^^ 
holidays.    The  king's  fpeech  contained  no  to-  pariiancau 

i)ic  of  importance,  and  the  addreffes  in  both 
loufes  were  agreed  to  without  a  di vifion.    The  ^^^  t^ 
firft  debate  in  the  houfe  of  commons  was  occa*  Augmeik. 
fioned  by  the  motion  to  vote  twenty-five  thou-  S^^S 
fand  feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  yean  eftaUi^ 
In  fupport  of  this  large  eftablifliment,  the  ftate  nieot, 
of  our  pofleilions  and  relations  in  all  auarters  of 
the  globe  was  difplayed.     In  India  tne  French 
maintained  a  confidemble  navy,  which  they 
had  recently  augmented,  and  the  defence  of  our 
fettlements  rendered  it  necelfaiy  to  create  a 
fiiperior  force.     The  apprehenfions  for  the  Weft 
Indies,  during  the  late  repoited  rupture,  obliged 


mayor  elcft,  requiring  him  not  to  give  any  Frmcb  wme  at  the  enter- 
tfttnments  at  the  OM  Bailey }  the  alderman  very  properly  anfweredt 
that  as  Mr.  Wilkes  claimed  a  ria^t  of  giving  what  be  ploafied,  he 
could  have  no  pretence  for  invading  the  privilege  of  another.  The 
Iheriflfe,  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion  (a 3d  O^^ober)  afFeded  to 
gratifv  the  populace  by  tbroiving  open  the  doors  and  galleries  u 
the  Old  Bailey,  and  not  peroiUting  money  to  be  received  by  the 
door-keepers  {  but  this  had  no  other  etf(^6l  than  diiturbing  die  order 
of  tha  court,  and  incomoioding  thtf  grand-jury* 

the 
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Cn  A  p.  the  miniftry  to  fecure  Jamaica,  by  maintaining 
^^  an  eftablifliment  fuffirient  to  aft  as  a  check  oil 
i77a-  Spain.  The  war  between  RufTiaand  the  Turks 
made  Britifh  property  infccure  in  the  Mediter* 
rancan,  unlefs  protefted  in  a  more  effeftive 
manner  than  ufuat ;  and  it  was  reprefented  as  a 
great  advantage  to  have  a  confiderable  naval 
armament  always  in  a  ftate  of  preparation. 

Thkse    arguments  were  combated  by  ad- 
mirals Keppcl  and  Saunders,  who  affirmed  the 
equipment  to  be  too  fmall  if  there  was  a  pro- 
bability of  war,    too  large  if  a  certainty  of 
peace;    they  arraigned   and    condci;^med   the 
%vhole  difpolition  and  management  of  the  navy. 
Tlie  miniftry  were  accufed,  by  other  members, 
of  making  the  king's  fpeeeh  full  of  peace,  and 
in  a  few  days  preparing  for  war ;  the  expencc 
of  the  additional  eltabliihment  was  eltimated  at 
500,000 1.  and  no  argument  could  be  adduced 
in  favour  of  this  augmentation,  which  would 
not,  with  equal  propriety,  apply  to  any  other 
year.     Lord  North  obfervcd,  the  aimament  in 
India  was  neceflary,  not  only  to  cope  with  tJic 
French,  but  as  a  check  on  the  conduft  of  tlie 
company's  officers,  of  M'hofe  peculation   and 
mifcondu6t  he  grievoufly  complained ;  and  he 
promifed  in  a  year  to  have  eighty  fliips  of  the 
line  fit  for  fervice,  which  would  at  any  time  be 
a  fuperior  force  to  the  French  and  Spaniards 
united.    This  meafure  was  adopted, 
^lirf^fro**      Several  attempts  were  made  in  this  feffion 
fubfcrip^    to  efFeci  general  or  particular  alterations  in  the 
fioatothe   conftitution  and  regulations  of  the  church, 
Sil^iMi.     Among  the  earlieft  and  mod  important  of  thefe 
<th  Feb.     effi^rts,  was  the  motion  by  Sir  William  Mere- 
dith, for  leave  to  bring  up  a  petition  from  forae 
of  the  clergy,  and  of  the  two  profeffions  of  civil 
law  and  phyfic,  praying  relief  from  the  fub- 

fcriptioD 
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icriptlon  to  the  thirty-nine  articles.     The  in-*   CHAn 
tention  of  the  petitioners  was   well  knoNvn;  ^3!^^ 
they  had  long  held  afllemblies  at  the  leathers     i77« 
Tavern,  find  by  public  advcrtifemcnt  invited 
all  who  confidcred  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the 
laws  rebtive  to  fublcription,  to  unite  in  their 
efforts  for  obtaining  redrefs.     Their  proceed- 
ings occafioned  fome  animadverfion^  and  the 
prefs  was  employed  in  impugning  and  vindicat- 
ing their  intentions.     The  njembers  therefore 
came  to  the  houfe  fully  prepared  on  the  fub- 
jecl,  aware  of  its  introduction,  of  its  import- 
ance, of  the  ftrength  of  argument  by  which  the 
petition  could  be  fupported,  and  of  the  influ- 
ence by  which  it  was  to  be  fuftained. 

The  paper  prefented  to  the  houfe,  claimed 
for  the  petitioners  certain  rio;hts  and  privi- 
leges, held  of  (lod  only,  and  fubjecl  to  his 
authority  alone,  but  from  which  they  were  in  a 
great  mcafure  precluded  by  the  laws  of  fub- 
Icription,  which  required  them  to  acknow- 
ledge certain  articles  and  confeffions  of  faith 
drawn  up  by  fallible  men,  to  be  all  and  every 
of  them  agreeable  to  the  fcriptures.  Indepen- 
dently of  the  incroachment  on  their  rights, 
they  reprefented  the  fubfcription  as  injurious 
to  the  Chriftian  religion,  by  precluding  inquiry 
into  the  true  fenfe  of  the  fcripture;  by  enabling 
unbelievers  to  reproach  the  clergy  with  pre-^ 
varication  and  flexibility  to  objc<!its  of  lucre  or 
political  confidcration ;  by  offording  to  papifl:s 
the  advantage  of  rcflefting  on  the  religious 
eftablifliment  as  inconfiftently  framed ;  by  di- 
viding the  clergy ;  and  by  occafioning  fcruples 
and  embarraflinent  of  confcience  to  thoughtful 
and  worthy  perfons,  in  regard  to  entrance  into 
the  miniftry,  or  cheerful  continuance  in  the 
t*xercife  of  it.  The  clerical  part  of  tlie  petitioners 

complained 


«4t8  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  complsuned  of  being  obliged  to  join  t^&rwith 
,^jF°^  the  adverfaries  of  Revelation,  by  fuppofing  the 
»773u  true  feiife  of  fcripture  to  be  exprefled  in  the 
efiabliflied  f|^ftem  of  faith,  or  elfe  to  incur  the 
reproach  of  having  departed  from  their  fub* 
fcriptions,  tlie  fufpiciou  of  infincerity,  and  the 
repute  of  being  ill  affeded  to  the  church,  where- 
by their  utility  among  their  flocks,  and  their 
fuccc6  againfl  the  enemies  of  Chriftianity,  were 
generally  obftm6ted.  The  petitioners  educat* 
cd  With  a  view  to  the  profeflions  of  civil  law 
and  phyfie,  complained  of  being  obliged  at 
their  firft  admiiiion  or  matriculation  in  the 
univerfity,  to  fubfcribe  unfeigned  aflent  to  a 
variety  of  theological  proportions,  which  from 
their  immaturc  age,  and  want  of  leifure,  thev 
could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  duly  examined, 
and  thev  all  complained  of  the  injury  pofterity 
would  fufiain  in  being  irrevocably  bound  to  the 
tenets  of  an  age  leJs  enlightened  than  their 
own.  In  concTuiion  they  profeffed  a  full  re- 
cognition of  the  king's  fupremacy,  and  an  ab- 
horence  of  popery,  and  prayed  to  be  relieved 
from  an  obligation  fo  incompatible  with  the 
right  of  private  judgment,  fo  pregi;ant  with 
danger  to  true  religion,  and  fo  produ£iive  of 
diftrefs  to  many  pious  and  confcientious  men; ' 
fubmitting  their  caufe,  under  God,  to  the  wif- 
dom  and  juftice  of  a  Britifli  parliament,  and  the 
piety  of  a  proteftant  king. 

The  motion  for  receiving  this  petition  was 
feconded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  Sir  William 
Meredith  ftated  it  as  repugnant  to  the  liberality 
of  fentiment,  prevalent  in  this  age,  to  oblige 
people  to  fubfcribe  to  the  truth  of  articles 
which  they  could  not  believe ;  fuch  a  neceffity 
produced  habits  of  prevarication  and  licenti- 
oufnefs  in  the  church,  and  had  a  tendency  to 

deftroy 
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deftroy  Chriftian  charity.     The  eftablifliment,   chap. 
he  contended,  would,  by  the  propofed  refonna-    ^^ 
tion,  acquire  a  fiminefe  which  nothing  could      177a. 
fliake. 

The  reception  of  the  petition  was  oppofed 
on  various  grounds,  and  with  great  diverfity 
of  argument,  which  occafioned  a  long  and  de- 
fultory  debate.  Sir  Roger  Newdigate  depre- 
cated the  meafure  as  tending  to  deftroy  the 
very  being  of  the  church  of  England ;  re- 
proached the  plergy  with  figning  fuch  a  peti- 
tion, after  they  had  fubfcribed  the  thirty-nine 
articles;  ridiculed  their  alleged  fcruples  of  con- 
fcience,  and  faid  it  was  fuch  tender  confciences 
that,  in  the  laft  century,  fubverted  the  church. 
He  denied  the  power  of  the  houfe  to  difpenfe 
with  oaths,  or  receive  a  petition  which  would 
be  a  direft  breach  of  the  articles  of  union  be- 
tween England  and  Scotland.  The  king  too 
was  bound  by  oath  never  to  admit  any  altera- 
tion in  liturgy,  or  in  the  articles. 

Hans  Stanley  delivered  his  fentiments 
with  great  moderation.  The  petition  appear- 
ed to  him  to  contain  a  fort  ot  contradidion, 
which  rendered  it  an  unfit  fubjeft  for  delibera- 
tion ;  a  minority  in  number  came  to  folicit 
from  the  majority  a  material  alteration  in 
religion.'  He  had  heard  it  generally  aflert- 
ed,  tliat  the  original  intention  of  the  peti- 
tioners was  to  objeft  to  certain  articles  of 
the  thirty-nine,  and  to  particular  parts  of  the 
liturgy;  but  not  being  able  to  agree  among 
themfelves  in  all  refpeCts,  tliey  had  placed  the 
boufe,  as  well  as  themfelves,  in  a  fituation  of 
confiderable  embarrallment;  they  applied  to  be- 

P  About  040  perfons  fabfcribcii  the  petition,  of  whom  »oo  were 
^^  clergymen.  The  whole  number  of  the  clsrgy  was  calculated  to  bt 
^      20,000. 

•    VOL.  I.  M  M  come 
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CHAP.  <?ome  members  of  a»  ccckfiaftical  communitf, 
^'^-  *  namely,  the  church  of  England,  yet  defired  the 
»77>«  foundation  on  M'bich  that  conftitution  is  built 
to  be  removed.  Profefling  himfelf  a  wann 
tViend  to  tolevatipn,  he  refifted  the  right  of  fe- 
paratc  fe^taiies  to  *each  fchifmatical  doeirinesy 
under  the  garb  of 'the  church  of  England.  No 
reformer,  whole  name  has  been  tranimitted  with 
h';nour  and  approbation,  ever  framed  fo  wild  au 
idea  as  that  of  putting  all  religious  creeds  on  a 
kvcL  *'  If  all  the  fouudcjs  of  udigious  fy  fienis,"" 
he  laid,  "  were  ali^'C  at  the  fame  time,  I  atn 
'*  perfiiaded  they  would  compofe  as  numerow^ 
"  an  army  as  that  with  which  Alexander  fub^ 
"  dued  the  Perfian  empire;  yet  crery  one  of 
"  them  would  derive  his  tenets  from  the  fcrip- 
"  tures :  but  the  wifdom  of  all  countries  has  ra- 
"  ther  chofen  to  Iruft  to  explanations,  deriv^ 
"  from  the  mature  labour  and  confidcration  of 
"  a  venerable  and  pious  hierarchy,,  than  to  the 
"  crude  fancies  and  notions  of  every  aiTuming. 
"  dogmatizer,  who  defires  to  make  himfelf 
"  famous  for  the  fingularity  of  his  fcntiraents : 
**  on  this  account,  fyftems  and  creeds  have  pre- 
"  vailed  all  over  chriftendom."  Denying  that 
it  was  a  great  hardlhip  for  pcrfons  who,  fwia 
fcruplcs  of  their  own,  could  not  accept 
church  preferment  to  feek  other  virtuous^ 
em}>l()yincnts,  he  concluded  with  faying,  he 
thought  the  peace  of  mankind  a  fortieth  ar- 
ticle, which  he  prized  as  much  as  the  othec 
thirty-nine;  and  though  mauy  difputes  bad 
ariicn  in  the  civil  adminiflration  of  the  coun- 
try,  yet,  rcfpccHng  its  cccleiiaftical  affairs, 
we  had,  fiuce  the  acceflion  of  tlie  houfe  of 
Hanover,  enjoyed  more  peace  than  any  othcB 
age  or  country  could  boaft.  He  pronounc- 
ed it  inconfiftcat  and  dangerous  to  intio- 
8  duce 
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fluce  fuch  a  propofition  to  parliament;   for 


though  a  free  country  may  alter  any  law,  for 
Jaw  is  the  creature  of  the  legiflature,  and  can  be  1771 
altered,  yet  tliere  are  laws  fo  fundamental, 
that  they  cannot  be  altered  without  (haking  the 
bafis  of  the  ftate. 

WF.nDERBURyE,  in  oppofing  the  petition, 
denied  that  it  contained  any  thing  detrimental 
to  the  compaft  of  union  between  England  and 
Scotland,  and  cited  precedents  in  Avhich  the 
church  government  had  been  already  very  pro- 
perly changed. 

Burke  refifted  the  introduftion  of  the 
petition,  not  becaufe  the  church  of  England 
could  not  fubfift  independently  of  the  thirty* 
nine  articles,  but  becaufe  the  petitioners,  by 
the  extraordinary  latitude  they  had  taken, 
rendered  their  objcfts  indeterminate.  "  What 
"  are  we  to  underftand,"  he  faid,  "  by  the 
^*  holy  fcriptures,  which  thefe  gentlemen  de 
**  fire  to  make  a  profeflion  of  their  belief  in  ? 
**  The  Romifli  canon  admits  the  books  of 
"  the  Apocrypha;  the  canon  of  L,uther  ex- 
**  eludes  fome  parts  of  the  Pentateuch,  and 
**  the  whole  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews ;  and  fome 
**  ancient  fathers  have  rejeded  the  book  of 
"  Revelations.  Mankind  are  as  little  likely 
*^  to  be  of  one  mind  on  this,  as  on  any  other 
«  poipt" 

Sir  George  Savile  and  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt 
defended  the  petition,  and  the  charader  of  the 
petitioners;  vindicated  their  pretenfioixs  to  be 
exempt  from  fubfcription  to  complicated  creeds; 
and  aflertcd,  there  was  no  argument  urgecf 
again  ft  the  petition,  which  would  not  impeach 
the  reformation. 

Lord  North,  Mr,  Fox,  and  feveral  other 
members  of  talents,  oppofed  tlie  reception  of 

M  M  2  the 
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CHAP,  the  petition,  and  were  replied  to  by  Sawbri^ige, 
kJ^^    Sutton,  and  Dunning. 

^  i77».  TiiE  cafe  was  genevally  argued,  as  it  afFeQed 
the  clcn!;y,  tlie  houfe  feeming  to  confidcF  tlie 
operation  of  the  ad,  upon  the  profelTions  of  law 
and  phyfic,  of  fniall  importance  to  the  public; 
but  a  with  was  exprefl'ed  that  the  univerfities 
Avould  grant  relief  in  that  point,  a*  well  as  to 
^  ouno;  ftudentJi  at  the  time  of  matriculation. 
Lord  George  CJcrmaine  defcanted  at  confider- 
able  leni^th  on  tlic  impropriety  of  this  reltric- 
tion.  S(jame  Jenyns  defendecl  the  univeriities, 
antl  particularly  Camhrrdge,  averring  that  they 
could  not  annul  the  pradice  of  enjoining  afulv 
fcription,  as  it  Mas  founded  on  a  royal  ftatute, 
ordained  at  the  inftance  of  king  James  L 

TiiK  dcl)ate  was  long  and  fpirited,  the  caufe 
oft  he  petitioners,  and  of  the  church,  being  de- 
fended with  equal  zeal  and  ability  :  nor  was  the 
fubje^l  treated  as  a  party   qucftion,   but  dif- 
cuHed  entirely  on  its  merits.     The  motion  to 
bring  in  the  petition  was  loft  by  a  great  ma- 
jority.^ 
Feb.  J7th.     An  (iT HER  attack  on  the  ecclefiafticat  eftablifh- 
Nllil!^m      mentwa^niade  by  Mr.  Henry   Seymour,  who 
Tempus.    movcd  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  fecuring 

7  zTf  to  71.  In  (fetailing  thrt  debate,.!  hare  principally  relied  od 
the  HiAocyof  Lord  Norih^s  Adminiftration  f  the  author  ot  which 
aderts  that  he  derived  his  information  from  minutes  taken  in  the 
hou^,  and.  never  btfarc  )>tiUiihed.  The  compiler  of  Dcbrett^t  De- 
bates ha»  given  two  details,  differing  materially  from  mch  other,  and 
•^rom  that  I  have  principaliv  confuked*,  but  of  them  I  have  made  fomc 
.iile.  Some  informatioti  has  aUb  been  derived  fcom  a  variety  of 
pamphlets,  particularly  Woolhfton's  Addixls  to  the  Clergy  j, 
Tho»igVit6  ojv  the  Pangers  apprehendql  ftom  Popery  and  Seflarits, 
i)y  aboiifhing  Cul^fcriptioo  to  the  thirty-nine  articles  $  Letters  on 
theful)ji:6t  of  Subfcriotion  to  the  Liturgy  and  Thiity-ninc  Articles^ 

tublifti«d  umler  th^  (ignatnre  of  Fatilimis  j  A  Letter  to  the  Mem- 
crs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  rcfpcfting  the  Petition  for  Rdigioi?» 
,by  a  Chriftian  Whig  j^  and  Tucker's  Apology  for  tlie  Chui  t  h  of 
Hngtatid.  For  a  curious  and  chara£leriitic  letter  00  this  fubje^^, 
fee  Gibbon's  Pollhumous  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  44.7* 

the 
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the  pofleffions  of  the  fubied  affamft  dormant  chap. 
claims  of  the  church :    this   was   called  the    JLX/ 
Church  Nullum  Tempus  bill.     In  fupport  of     »77i- 
the  propofition  the  common  topics  were  al-' 
leged,    t;endnig  to  ftiew  the  impropriety    of 
tolcratinsf  long  dormant  claims,  and  the  tyran- 
nical and  oppreflive  ufe  to  which  they  might 
be  applied.     On  the  other  fide  it  was  ihewn* 
that  the  NuHam  Tempus    claimed    by  the 
crown,  and  put  an  end  to  by  a  ftatute  law, 
was  an  engine  in  the  hands  of  tlie  ftrong  to  op- 
prefs  the  weak ;  whereas  the  Nullum  Tempus 
of  the  church  was  a  defence  to  the  weak  againft 
the  ftrong.     The  motion  was  rejec^txl/ 

Dr.  No  WELL,  chaplain  to  thehoufeof  com-  30th  jm. 
mons,  in  preaching  before  the  meml^ers  on  the  ^«'™"  ^^ 
anniverfary  of  king  Charles's  martyrdom,  ex-  chfrics's 
preifed  fuch  fentiments  as  were  confidered  high--  martyr- 
ly  repugnant  to  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  as     "*' 
eibibliliied  by  the  glorious  revolution  in  1088  ;* 
tliisgave  rife  to  another  debate,  in  which  an  • 

attempt  was  made  to  change  the  ecclefiafticaf 
regulations.  As  only  the  fpeaker  and  four 
members  were  prefent  at  the  delivery  of  Dr.  ^ 

Nowell's  difcourfe,*  a  motion  of  thanks,  and 
for  printing  tlie  fermon,  wsis  carried  without  • 

difficulty;  but  when  the  fermon  Mas  tranf- 
niitted  to  the  members,  its  contents  excited^ 
fevere  animadveriions.  ^ 

Mr.  Thomas  Townshend,  it  is  faid,  mov-  l^^f^^^'Jt 
e<l  that  the  fermon  (hould  be  burned  by  the  the  vote  of 
common  hangman,    as    containing  arbitrary,  *^»"^* 
Tory,  high-flo\ni  dod;rines ;  and  the  motion  Ir^dier, 
would  probably  have   been  carried,  had  not 
the  houfe  recoUefl^d  their  previous  vote;  it 
was    then  propofed,  that  in  future,    fcrmons 

f  141  to  117. 

•  Gibbon'^  pofthumous  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  4.50. 

-ii  M  ^  fhould 
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CHAP,  ftould  be    printed  before   the  preacher  wiM 

^^   thanked ;  this  was  negatived  by  moving  the 

177a.     order  of  the  day.     Yet  the  difcuilion  M^as  not 

*^*"         pennitted  to  end :  the  honourable  Boyle  Wal- 

fins^hain,   fupported    by  Thomas  TownlJiend, 

moved  to  expunge  the  thanks  given  to  Dr. 

No  well,  which  after  a  ftrenuous  conteft  was 

carried  without  a  divifion/ 

In  this  debate  many  topics  were  introduced, 
tending  to  involve  general  queftions  of  govern- 
ment, and  retleding  on  the  chaiafterof  Charles  I. 
Lord  Folkftone  ironically  juftified  the  preacher, 
becaufe  his  do&rines  were  confbnnabie  to  the 
fervice  of  the  clay,  which  was  compofed  by  fa- 
ther Petre,  confeflbr  to  James  IL    Saw  bridge 
defended  the  murder  of  Charles,  which  he  faid 
was  a  juft  puniihment  for  his  diflimulation, 
oppreffion,  and  cruelty;  and  at  the  fame  time 
farcaftically  inquired  if  thefe.  were  the  virtuea 
which  Dr.  Nowell  meant  to  recommend  to  the 
tdM^r.     king.    In  purfuance  of  thefe  fentiments,  Mr. 
^^Ttilg  Moiitague  moved  for  a  repeal  of  the  a^t  for  ob- 
thcobfer-    fcfving  the  thirtieth  of  January,  which  he  ob* 
▼nice of     ferved  was  in  fome  meafure  blafphemous,  as  it 
Charles'*    convcycd  a  parallel  between  Charles  I,  and  our 
martyr,      bleflcd  Saviour.     The  liturgy  was  defended  by 
*^*"^         Sir  Roger  Newdigate,  and  the  motion  loft  on  a 

divifion." 
EiFortsof        i>f   this  interval  the  protefiant   difientinff 

the  diflen-         ••/y  o't  t  •  -  ° 

i^j^  mmifters  were  actively  engaged  m  prepanng  an 
application  to  parliament,  for"  A  legaf  fe- 
"  curity  againft  thofe  penalties  to  which  fuch 
"  of  them  M'ere  liable  as  couM  not  confcien- 
"  tioufly  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  tolera«- 
"  tion  acl;  and  alfo  to  oblktn  relief  for  tutors 

t  In  tbe  courfe  of  the  dtbate  tlie  order  of  the  day  va»  movtd  and 
ncLativei-f  by  151  to  4.1. 
'  i»5  to  07. 

"  and 
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**  and  fchoolmafters  from  thofe  opprefTive  laws  chap; 
*'  to  which  tl>cy  were  ex])oied,  and  from  the  v^!i^ 
^  inconveniences  which  they  aftually  fuffcred  j;?*. 
**  in  endeavouring^  to  get  tJie  natural  coiirie  of 
^  thofe  laws  obOrudted."*  The  penal  laws 
<MiginaUy  «naAed  againft  diffentea's  were  ex- 
tremely ievei-e ;  but  by  tlie  toleration  atl,  pailW 
foon  after  the  Revolution,  all  diircnters  were  ex- 
empted from  the  operation  of  the  okl  laws  who 
would  fuWVribe  tiie  doftrinaJ  articles  of  the 
church  of  England,  which  included  thirty- 
five  and  a  half  out  of  thirty-nine/  This  a<ft 
was  framed  with  the  full  attent  of  the  diflenters 
of  thofe  days,  who  were  rtri^ft  Calvinifts;  but 
in  a  Ihort  period  afterwards  fcbifms  ariiing 
among  them,  many  denied  the  right  of  a 
ChriHttan  fociet}'  to-  impofe  articles  of  human 
compofition  on  any  of  its  members,  Thefe 
principles  prevented  many  of  the  diflTentcrS' 
from  fubfcribing  tlie  articles,  and  fi-e(iuent  at- 
tempts had  been  made  in  former  reigns  to  re- 
lieve them:  from  the  fubftfription  and  teft  laws.' 
Although  thefe  efforts  did  not  fu  cceed,  minifters 
were  highly  fenfible  of  the  merits  of  the  ditlcn- 
ters,  in  eilablilhing  tlie  houfe  of  Hanover  on 
the  throne;  and  their  orderly  and  exemplary 
conduft  occafioned  the  laws  againft  them  to 
be  confidered  as  mere  dead  letter. 

In  the  debate  on  the  petition  of  the  clergy, 
and  in  the  publications  which  it  occafioned, 
the  ufual  acknowledgments  were  made  in  fa- 
\'our  of  the  diflenters,  and  wifties  were  exprefled 
that  they  might  fpeedily  be  relieved  from  the 
iieceflity  of  fuWcription,     Anxious  to  tajce  ad- 

«  This  account  of  the  intention  of  fhc  drHenters,  is  taken  verba- 
tim from,  A  Free  and  Difpaflionatc  Account  of  the  btc  Applicarbn 
to  Parliament,  by  Dr.  StcnnWt,  a  v«ry  eminent  diffenting  teaciier. 

r  Thofe  excepted  are  the  34th,  ^sthi  j^ih^  and  part  of  the  20th.  ' 

M  M  4  vantage 
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CHAF.  vantage  of  a  moment  fo  apparently  favourable, 
v^iw  *^^^  niinifters  refiding  in  London,  fome  of  whom 
aj7a-  were  prefent  at  the  debate,  immediately  enter- 
ed into  a  confultation,  and  agreed  that  it  was 
highly  eligible  to  fecure  the  benefit  of  the  pre- 
fent difpofition  of  the  hoiife,  and  petition  for 
that  relief  they  had  fo  long  defired,  and  had 
been  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  obtain. 
The  limitation  of  the  period  for  prefenting  pe- 
titions was  an  infurmountable  obfracle  to  their 
foliciting  the  co-operation  of  their  brethren  in 
the  country,  and  they  theiefore  intended  to 
defer  the  propofed  application  till  another  fef- 
fion,  when,  at  one  of  the  meetings,  intelligence 
was  communicated  of  the  favourable  difpofi- 
tion  of  government ;  accompanied  with  the 
offer  of  a  perfon  in  high  ftation  to  bring  in  their 
bill  by  way  of  motion,  which  could  be  done  at 
any  time  in  the  feffion.* 

The  hopes  of  the  diffenters  were  thus  in- 
flamed to  a  moft  fanguine  confidence :  they 
diftributed  among  tlie  members  of  parliament, 
9  partial  and  exaggerated  ftatcment  of  their 
grievances,  and  anticipated  complete  fuccefs. 
Mo'don'^to  '^^^^  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  their 
repeal  the    rclicf  was  made  by  Sir  Henry  Houghton,  and 
teitiawt.     fecondcd  by  Sir  George  Savile:  on  this  occa- 
fion  the  principle  Avas  fully  debated ;  the  hard- 
l})ips  impofed  by  the  law  on  proteftant  diflVn- 
ters,  were  difplayed  and  defcantcd  on  with  the 
utmoft  force,  and  the  generous  and  tolerating 
principles  of  the  Britiih  conftitution  invoked 
for  their  relief.     In  reply  it  was  obferved,  that 
as  the  laws  in  qUeftion  were  never  inforced,  the 

*  See  the  Cafe  of  the  Diflentine^Minifters,  by  Ifrael  Mauduit  }  A 
Free  and  Dirjpaflionate  Account  of  the  late  Applicaiioo,  by  Dr.  Stea- 
nctr;  and  Vindication  of  the  PiotcfUut  Diflcnting  Miiallers,  by 
Dr.  Kippi*. 

diflcnter^ 
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dffienters  could  have  no  room  to  comfikin;  chap. 
they  were  demandin§^  relief  who  never  felt  an  ^3w 
injury ;  and  as  they  were  never  called  on  to  fub-  i77»« 
fcribe,  they  were  never  expofed  to  the  rigours 
of  the  law :  to  them  then  it  was  not  an  evil ; 
but,  if  repealed,  all  the  barriers  erected  by  the 
jM'udence  of  foimer  legiilatures,  againft  tlie 
enemies  of  the  church,  would  be  deftroyed :. 
euthufiafm  on  the  one  hand^  and  iniidelity  on 
the  other,  would  afcend  the  pulpit,  and  diftri* 
bute  their  pernicious  dogmas  without  poflibili- 
ty  of  reftraint,  or  fear  of  puniflmient.  Publi* 
cations  inimical  to  the  church,  or  totheChrif- 
tian  religion,  were  dangerous  only  in  a  fmall 
degree,  becaufe  they  could  be  anfwered.in  the 
fame  manner,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  per- 
fons  who  were  difinterefted  and  unprejudiced; 
but  the  delufions  of  the  pulpit  could  never  be 
too  cautioufly  guarded  againft,  ibecaufe  they 
were  delivered  to  an  audience  prepared  for  the 
moft  part  to  receive  the  defned  impreflion,  and- 
thofe  who  uttered  them  co.uld  not  be  refuted.* 
If  the  diflenters,  as  a  refpedable  body,  claimed 
regard  to  th6  tendernefS  of  their  confcicnces,  ?  ^ 
the  members  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  more  -^ 

numerous,  and  not  lefs  refpe&able,  had  prior: 
claims  on  the  regard  of  the  legiflature.  The 
prefent  ought,  it  was  faid,  to  have  been  en- 
titled an  a&  for  tlie  encouragement  of  preiby- 
terianifm,  and  for  weakening  and  deftroying 
the  Church  of  England ;  it  tended  to  revive 
txtinguilhed  animofities  between  the  body  of 
the  people  and  the  diflenters,  and  to  eftablifli 
a  republican  religion,  which  had  been  at  all 
times  the  fworn  foe  to  monarchy. 

The  caufe  of  the  dilfentera,  however,  was  Biii|«<rct 
fupported  by  the  greater  ihare  of  ability,  and  ^^!^' 
the  miniftry  fliewing  a  decided  predile&ion  for 

the 
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CHAP,  the  ihcafinre,  the  bill  paifed  fpwilily,  and  al-- 
vji'^w  nioft. without  further. oppofition,  tiirough  the 
i77*«     lower  houfe.     In  the  lords  it  met  a  different 
Bu7'rcjcft-  ^*^  •  **  ^'^  read  a  firft  time,  but,  on  the  feeond 
cd  by  the     reading-,  the  motion  for  committing  it  was  re- 
^'^^*-        J€<^ed  by  a  very  large  tnajonty / 
Marriage     -  A  NCESSACE  tVom  the  king,  relative  to  the 
af  the         marriage  of  princes  of  the  blood,  which  ^v^s 
dia™*^'^  delivered  in  the  courfe  of  this  leflion,    pro- 
duced feveral  animated  dd>ates,  and  claimed  a 
confiderable  fhare  of  public  intereft.     In  the 
fummer  of  the  year  1771,  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland^ -one  ot  the  king's  brothers,  privately 
married   Mrs.  Horton,  widow  of  Chriftopher 
Horton,'  eiquire,  of  Catton  Hall,  irt  theconnty 
of  Derby,  and  daughter  of  lord  Irnham:  when 
the-  match  was  publicly  announced,  his  ma- 
jcfty  forbad  them  the  court     The  difpleafure 
ihewn  by  the  king  on  this  occafion  did  not  de- 
ter the  duke  of  Gloucefter,  in  the  cnfuing  fpring, 
from  avowing  as  his  confortthe  countefs  dow- 
ager of  Waldegrave,  whom  lie  had  efpoufed  in 

«otbFeb.  The  meflage  ftated  that  the  right  of  approv- 
Ki«g'«  ing  all  marriages  in  the  royal  faniHy,  had  e^Tr 
menace,  belonged  to  the  kings  of  this  realm,  -  as  a  matter 
of  pul^lic  concern ;  and  recommended  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament  to  take  into  ferious  con- 
fideration,  whether  it  miglit  not  be  wife  and  ex- 
pedient to  fupply  the  defcft  of  the  laws,  and  by 
Ibme  new  provifion,  moreeftedually  to  guard 

.4  109  to  %^.    The  biU  waifufyporiecl  by  the  4«ke  of  RicHmoiKia 

Urd  Chatham,  lord  Shelburnen  ami  lord  Lyulctop^  lord  Mars* 
iieW  and  lord-  Ganidtnaic  alfo  faid  to  have  divided  in  the  minority  tor 
committing  it :  among  the  priiaiptO  o^sponettsof  iim  bill  were  lord 
3«'"ct,  and  lord  Gowerj  Diummond,  archhiftop  of  Yorkj  Tcr- 
n<*k,  Bi(ho|)  of  tondon  ;  Lowth,  tl»en  bi/hcp  of  Ozfon)  j  Hincb- 
difr,  l^*&Qp  di  PoiubofQugh  ^  aixl  fiarnngton,  bHbop  of  LUad* 
daff. 

tho 
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the  dcfcendants  of  George  II,  from  marry rng  chap, 
without  the  confent  of  the  king,  his  heira  and    J^^Lfj 
fucceffors.     In  confequence  of  this  rndfage,  a     i77»- 
bill  was  brought  into  the  Ixoufe  of  lords,  by 
which  it  was  declared  that  none  of  the  royal 
family,    being  under  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years,  Ihould  marry  without  the  king's  confent ; 
after  attaining  that  age  they  were  at  liberty,  in 
cafe  of  the  king's  refufal,  to  apply  to  tlie  privy 
council,  by  announcing  the  name  of  the  per- 
fon  they  were  defirous  to  cfpoufe,  and  if,  with- 
in a  year,  neither  houfe  of.  parliament  l])Ould 
addrefs  the  king  againft  it,  the  marriage  might 
be  legally  foiemnized ;  but  all  perfons  aflifting  *  i 

in,  or  knowing  of  an  intention  in  any  of  thb  "" 

royal  family  to  marry  without  fulfilling  thefe 
ceremonies,  and  not  difcloiling  it,  ihould  incur 
the  penalties  of  a  premunire.  '  > 

This  bill  was  vehemently  oppofed  in  all  its  ^^^i^^^^ 
ftages ;  the  houfe  divided,  on  the  ^?cond  reading,:  riagc  biiu' 
on  the  preamble  and  on  every  one  bf  the  claufes^ 
and  feveral    propofed   amendments  were  re-t 
j?<^ed.     On  the  third  reading  the  marquis  of  3<*  Marciw 
Kockingham  oppofed  the  bill,  on*  tlie  fuppofi- 
tion,  that  the  royal  family  might  in  time  «be- 
come  foextenfiveas  to  include  many  tlioufand 
individuals;  the  bill  in  all  its  parts  was  de- 
fended   by  tlie  lord  chancellor;     lord   Cam- 
deu   objeded   to  it  for  tl^e  reafons  afligned 
by  the  marquis  of  Rockingliam,   and  depi^e- 
cate(]  the  annulling  of  a  marriage  between 
perfons  of  mature  age.     The  bill  pafled  without 
amendment;**  two  ftrong  protefts  were  entered  Protefts. 
on   the  journals,  the  firft  figned   by  fourteen 
peers,  the  latter  by  fix,  two  of  whom  had  figned 
the  former,  and  an  additional  article  by  the  earl 
Qf  jiadnor  alone. 

^  90  to  %$• 

Ik 
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CHAP.       In   the  houfe  of  commons  an  oppofition 
XIX.     equally  ftrenuous  was  made,  and  every  claufe  in 
1 77«*      the  bill  was  debated  with  acrimony  and  pertina- 
i^thMar.   ^^^y  ♦  ^^^  ^^  length  itpafied  without  aniend- 
ptfiwtiw*   ment    The  king,  in  clofiDg  the  felTion,  cx- 
coinroont.   prefled  his  fatisfaction  at  the  temper  and  pru- 
cioftof"^'  dence  with  which  the  deliberations  had  been 
ihefcflion.   conducted;   thanked  parliament  for  the  ad- 
ditional feciirily  provided  for  the  honour  and 
welfare  of  his  family,  and  reqiicfted  them  to  ufe 
their  beft  endeavours  in  cultivating  and  im- 
proving a  fpirit. of  harmony  and  conlideuce  iu 
all  ranks  of  the  people. 
Strength  of      The  affairs  of  government  were  now  con- 
adminiilra-  tufted  with  morc  regularity,  and  a  greater  ap- 

Eearance  of  concord  and  firmnefs,  than  had  been 
ithcrto  experienced  fince  the  lirlt  refignation 
of  Mr.  Pitt:  the  miniiler,  by  thcfuavity  of  his 
manners,  attached  many  friends,  and  tranquil- 
lized many  opponents,  while  the  increa(ing 
profperity  of  the  nation  enabled  him  with  con- 
fidence to  hold  out  the  agreeable  profpeft  of  a 
reduction  of  the  national  debt.  The  city  pa- 
triots, divided,  enfeebled,  and  reduced  both 
in  numbei'S  and  popularity,  could  no  longer 
give  difquiet  to  the  court,  or  agitate  the  peo- 
ple/ 
Misfor-  3uT  when  the  courfe  of  public  affairs  no 

royal  lal  *  iougcr  prefentec|  motives  of  difquiet,  the  king 
miiy.         fuftered  feveral  atflictions  in  his  own  family ;  he 

«  Cro(by,  Oliver,  aiid  WUkcs  rrcclvcd  (»4th  June)  by  a  vote  cf 
the  common  council,  cups  in  commemoration  of  their  exertions  in 
behalf  of  the  printers,  but  the  public  exprciTed  no  particular  renfation 
on  theoccafton,  Wilkes  and  fiull^  the  Oieriflfs,  on  completing  the 
AiK  fix  months  of  their  ofHce  (6th  April)  ai!e£lediy  addreflcd  the 
livcj-y,  with  a  congratulation  that  the  number  oi  unhappy  objcfls 
under  their  cair  ii\  j^lUs  and  ptilbns,  bad  not  been  increafed  by  any 
ilUgel  royal  proclamaUoHt  or  commitmerts  during  pleafure  mad'c 
by  either  houfe  of  parliament.  This  mancruvrt  was  alfo  difre- 
g.irdtd. 

confidercd 


•   GEORGE    in.  541 

.confulered  his  dignity  injured  by  the  marriage  chap. 
.of  his  brothers,  and  found  himfelf  compelled   ^^^- , 
to  teftify  difapprobatiou  by  feverity,  and  apply     177*.  * 
to  the  legiflature  for  proteftion  againfl;  the  re- 
currence of  firailar  afts.  He  had  the  misfortune,  g^,  p^j^ 
early  in  this  yeai',  to  lofe  his  furviving  parent,  Death  of 
whom  he  loved  and  honoured  with  all  the  ar-  j*^*J^a"'^^^^^ 
dour  and   reverence  becoming  the  filial  cha-  waifT^ 
rafter.     The  (landers  with  which  this  amiable 
princels  was  afl'ailed,  during  the  latter  part  of 
her  life,  excited  only  a  virtuous  indignation 
in  the  king  againft  her  faftious  caluminators, 
and  increaled  his  afFeftion  for  her,   as  he  con- 
fidered  her  eafe  and  happinefs  a  facrifice  to  the 
turbulence  of  thofe  whofe  principal  enmity  was 
levelled  at  the  proceedings  of  his  government 
Her  death  was  fudden,  and  took  place  in  the 
fifty-fourth  year  of  her  age. 

An  event  which  occurred  in  another  part  of  Revoiu. 
the  world,  affefted  the  king  in  a  moft  fenfible  p^^^^ 
manner,  as  the  honour  of  his  fifter  was  involved 
in  fufpicion,  and  ftie  was  far  removed  from  the 
fphere  of  his  protection,  and  from  the  flill 
greater  blefling  of  thofe  equitable  tribunals, 
where  every  one,  without  proteftion,  may  defy 
oppreffion,  and,  fortified  M'-ith  coufcious  inno- 
cence, furmount  the  efibrts  of  affociate  malice, 
The  marriage  of  the  princefs  Caroline  Matilda 
with  Chriftian  VII,  king  of  Denmark,  was 
hailed  as  an  CA'^nt  which  promifed  to  ftrengthen 
the  proteftant  intereft,  and  produce  com- 
mercial benefits  to  the  Britifh  nation:  in  every 
perfonal  view  it  was  ominous  and  inaufpicious, 
being  one  of  thofe  alliances  in  which  neither 
fimilarity  of  difpofition,  nor  any  other  requifites^ 
were  found  to  enfure  felicity.  Chriftian,  con- 
temptible for  his  imbecility  and  credulity,  aban- 
doned himfelf  to  iiTegularities  of  every  kind  too 

puerile^ 
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CHAP,  puerile,  effeminate,  and  diflblute  for  cotn- 
y]^^  memoration.*  Among  his  favourites  was  Stru- 
«77*»  enfee,  of  obfcure  birth,  but  no  inconfiderable 
talent;  he  was  bred  a  phyfician,  but  uniting 
with  his  medical  acquirements  fome  know- 
ledge of  the  civil  law,  he  obtained  rapid  pro- 
motion at  the  court  of  Copenhagen,  and  was 
rarfed  to  the  office  of  prime  minifter.  His 
principal  co-adjutor  was  Brandt,  a  youth  of 
noble  birth  and  confpicuous  courage,  but  in- 
ferior in  talents  to  Struenfee.  The  queen  dow- 
ager of  Denmark,  Julia  Maria,  entertained  a 
diflike  againft  her  daughter-in-law,  arifing 
principally  from  her  wifli  to  dire6l  the  reins 
of  government,  andfecure  the  fucceffion  to  the 
crown  to  her  younger  fon,  prince  Frederick,  in 
both  which  objefts  (lie  confidered  IMalilda  a 
principal  obftaclc.  The  mental  and  corporeal 
weaknefs  of  the  king,  rendered  him  abjeftly 
paffive,  and  it  became  the  point  of  conteft 
whether  the  ciueen  confort,  or  the  queen  mo- 
ther, ihoiild  govern  the  kingdom  in  his  name. 
The  emiffaries  of  J  ulia  IVIaria  exerted  every  ar- 
tifice to  prejudice  the  people  againft  the  young 
queen,  and  fucceeded  in  exciting  jealoufies 
and  fufpicions  of  the  moft  o<lious  nature.  The 
favour  enjoyed  by  Struenfee  was  a  fource  of 
difl'atisfa^tion  to  many  of  the  courtiers,  who 
ftrengthened  the  oppofing  party :  Struenfee's 
own  imprudence,  and  the  unfufpicious  difpo- 
fition  of  Matilda,  afforded  great  advantages, 
and  at  length  a  confpiracy  was  formed  for  feiz- 
inghermajefty,  Struenfee,  Brandt,  and  all  their 
adherents.  This  projeft  was  executed  after  a 
t$th  and  grand  maf((ued  ball  at  the  royal  palace.  Stru- 
stihjaQ.    enfee  and  Brandt,  precipitated  in  a  moment 

*  See  Gibbon's  Pofthumottt  Workt^  toU  i,  p.  445. 

from 
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from  the  fumnait  of  power,  were  caft  into])rifon  Ch  aK 
loaded  with  fetters,  and  finally,  after  under-  yj^^^ 
going  great  indignities,  yielded  up  their  lives     »7:^ 
on  a  fcafFold. 

-  The  unforttmate  queen,  having  performed 
•the  tendereft  of  maternal  duties,  was  retired  to 
•reft,  wlien,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  fhe 
•was  awaked  by  a  female  attendant,  who  pre-  - 
fentcd  to  her  the  kijig's  order  to  remove  for  a 
icw  days  to  one  of  the  royal  palaces  in  the 
country.  The  queen  con^prchending  at  once 
the  nature  and  extent  of  her  misfortune,  rulhed 
iVom  licr  l>cd,  and  fought  the  prefence  of  her 
huiband ;  but  at  tlie  fight  of  count  Rantzau, 
one  of  her  enemies,  in  the  antichamber,  fhe 
recoUedled  the  neceflitv  of  attending  to  her 
drefs,  which  ihe  had  totally  forgot,  and  retired 
to  h'er  chamber  to  remedy  the  indecorum  ; 
but  M'hen  fhe^  again  attempted  to  go  out, 
found  her  pafiage  impecied  by  an  officer,  placed 
by  Rantzau  for  that  purpofe.  She  overcame 
this  obftacie,  as  well  as  the  impediment  of 
two  foldiers,  who  crotfed  their  firelocks  at 
the  door  of  the  antichamber,  but  when,  with 
great  difticalty,  flie  reached  the  king's  apart- 
ment, he  iiad  been  removed  to  aiK)ther  part  of 
the  palace.  This  precaution  the  confpirators 
adopted  from  fear  of  the  queen's  influence;  the 
king  was  with  great  difficulty  prevailed  on  to 
fanctiou  their  meafures ;  a  moment  s  inter* 
▼iew  would- have  fruftrated  all  their  plans,  and 
rolled  back  the  ftream  of  ruin  on  tliemfelves. 
Matilda's  misfortune  was  now  complete;  llie 
V/2LS  furrounded  by  enemies,  who  feeing  her 
intirely  in  their  power,  treated  her  with  far- 
caftic  infolence;  flie  was  driven  with  the  ut- 
xnoft  rapidity  to  the  cafde  of  Cronfburg,  dif- 
tant  about  twenty-four  miles  from*  Copcn* 
hagcn,  and  there  confined,  /^   . 

A  FTEB 
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CHAP.  After  the  execution  of  JStruenfee  and 
\^^  Brandt,  the  queen  dowager's  partyfliewed  adif- 
'  .i77»-  pofition  to  proceed  tofimilat  extremities  againil 
Matilda,  but  they  were  deterred  by  tlie  refolute 
interference  of  George  III.  Articles  were  un- 
doubtedly exhibited  againil  her,  and  examina* 
tions  taken,  but  to  what  they  amounted  can- 
not at  prefeut  be  exadly  known.  The  com- 
mon report  ^as,  that  the  articles  fuppofed  to  be 
proved  were  fent  to  n)ndon,  and  fubmitted  to 
the  examination  of  the  moll  eminent  civilians^ 
who,  though  confulted  feparately,  unanimouily 
declared  that  tile  evidence,  far  from  amounting 
to  legal  convi6lion,  did  not  fandion  a  pre- 
fumption  of  guilt;  and  they  added,  they  did 
nut  only  refufe  credit  to  the  fads,  as  lawyers^ 
but  were  obliged  to  dilbelieve  them  as  men. 

This  contemptible  triumph  over  a  depraved 
and  debilitated  monarch,  and  an  artlefs  and 
nnfufpeding  queen,  is  called  the  Revolution  in 
Denmark.  The  powerful  and  fpirited  inter- 
^y*  pofition  of  the  Britiih  crown  procured  tlie 
queen's  releafe  in  about  four  months  after  her 
confinement  in  the  fortrefs  of  Cronfburg. 
She  was  conveyed,  under  the  efcort  of  a  Britiih 
fquadron,  to  Stade,  in  the  Hanoverian  domi- 
nions, and  was  afterwards  removed  to  the 
caftle  of  Zell,  where  the  liberality  of  the  king 
her  brother,  provided  her  it  becoming  houfe- 
hold,  and  where  fhe  lived  in  a  ftate  of  honour- 
able retirement  till  a  premature  death  ter- 
minated her  days  at  the  age  of  twenty -four.* 

•  .Tenth  May  1774.  In  the  preceding  account  I  have  pnncipall^f 
confulted  Wraxair*  Memoirs  of  the  Courts  of  Berlin,  DretaeD, 
Wariaw,  and  Vienna,  in  the  years  I777»  177*,  and  17791  ▼<»*•  »• 
Jetter  a.  The  following  account  of  the  unfortunate  queen  s  re« 
moval  and  iiibfeauent  condufl,  given  by  Mr.  Coxe*  in  his  Travels 
in  Poland,  &c.  book  ix,  chap.  t.  isfufficicntly  interefting  ro  fnfpend 
for  a  moment  the  IknGi  doty  of  the  hiftorian,  and  gratify  the  resdcr 
by  an  stfef^in^  view  of  fuiFetIng  majefty.  **  During  her  confine- 
«'  oient  (at  Cronflnirg}  ihe  Inhabited  the  govcrnor^i  apsrtment» 
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<<  and  had  penninioii  to  walk  upon  the  fide-batteries,  or  upon  the    CHAP* 

**  leads  of  the  tower.      She  was  uncertain  of  the  fate  that  awaited       XIX. 

"  her  i  and  had  great  reafon  t*  apprehend,  that  the  party  which    >^»s/<^^, 

*<  had  occafioned  her  arreft,  meditated  ftill  more  Tiolent  meafures. 

**  When  the  Englifh  minifter  at  Co})enhagen  brought  an  order  for 

**  her  enlargement,  which  he  had  obtained  by  his  fpirited  condu£^  | 

**  (he  was  lb  furprized  with  the  unexpe^led  intelligence,  that  /he  in- 

"  ftamiy  burft  into  a  flood  of  tears,  embraced  him  in  a  tranfportof 

«<  joy,  and  called  him  her  deliverer.     After  a  ihort  conference,  the 

**  minifter  propofed,  that  her  majefty  fliould  immediately  embark 

.**  on  board  of  a  ftiip  that  was  waiting,  to  carry  her  from  a  kingdom 

**  in  which  Oie  had  experienced  fvch  a  train  of  misfortunes.    But, 

**  however  anxious  (he  was  to  depart,  one  circumftance  checked  the 

*'  excefs  of  her  joy  :  a  few  months'  before  her  imprifonment  (he  had 

«*  been  delivered  of  a  princefs,  whom  flie  fuckled  herfelf.    The  rear- 

**  inp;  of  this  child  had  been  her  only  comfort ;  and  ihe  had  con- 

**  ceived  a  more  than  parental  attachment  to  it,  from  its  having  been 

**  the  conftant  companion  of  her  mifery.    The  infant  was  at  that 

*'  period  aflli£^ed  with  the  meades ;  and,  having  nurfed  it  with  un- 

**  ceafing  folicitude,  ftie  was   defirous  of  continuing  her  attention 

*<  and  care.    All  thefe  circumftances  had  foendearal  the  child  to 

<<  her,  rendered  more  fufceptible  of  tendernefs  in  a  prifon  than  in 

*<  a  court ;  that  when  an  order  for  detaining  the  young  princefs  was 

*'  intimated  to  her,  (he  teftified  the  ftrorgeft  emotions  of  grief,  and 

««  could  not,  for  ibme  time,  be  prevailed  upon  to  bid  a  final  adieu. 

<<  At  length,  after  beftowing  repeated  carefYes  \ipon  this  darling  ob- 

'*  je£l  of  her  affeflion,  (he  retired  to  the  vefTel  in  an  agony  of  defpair* 

**  She  remained  upon  deck,  her  eyes  immoveably  dire6led  towards 

<<  the  palace  of  Cron(burg,  which  contained  her  child  that  had  been 

"  her  only  comfort,  until  darknefs  intercepted  the  view.     The  veflel 

f<  having  made  but  little  wa^  during  the  night,  at  da^^-break  (he  ob- 

*<  fenred  with  fond  fatisfa^tion  that  the  palace  was  ftill  vifible ;  and 

«  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  enter  the  cabin  as  long  as  (he  could  dif. 

*f  cover  the  fainteft  glimpfe  of  the  battlements.      Queen  Matilda,** 

the  fame  elegant  author  continues,    **  was' naturally  of  a  lively 

«'  difpofition,  until  her  misfortunes  brought  on  a  fettled  melancholy, 

?'  which  preyed  upon  her  mind.    In  company  (he  endeavoured  to 

"  diffemble  her  forrows,  and  afTuroe  a  cheerful nefs  to  which  her 

•«  heart  was  a  ftranger.     She  became  extremely  fond  of  foHtudei 

*<  and,  when  alone,  indulged  her  grief  in  the  mod  bitter  lamenra- 

<*  tions.     She  retained,  to  her  laft  moments,  the  moft  unafFe^ed  at- 

**  tachment  to  her  ehildrtn  in  Denmark ;  with  all  the  anxiety  of 

*<  a  parent,  (he  made  repeated   inquiries  after  them  $  and  was  de> 

*'  lighted  with  receiving  the   minuteft  accounts  of  their   health, 

<<  amuiemenr,  and  education.     Having  obtained  their  portraits  from 

*•  Copenhagen,  (he  placed   them  in   her  moft  retired  apartment^ 

f  *  often  apoltrephized  them  as  if  they  were  prei'ent ;  and  addrefte^ 

*<  them  in  the  tcodereft  manner.^- 
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LETTERS  between  Lord  Bute  and  Lord 
M£LCOMBE,  on  the  fiate  of  Parties  and 
Politico,  previous  to  and  during  Lord  Bute's 
Adminiftration. 


Mb.  Dodinoton  to  Lobd  Butb. 

(Extra(5l.)    22d  December,  1 760. 

'T^uB  more  I  think  of  the  converfation  of  laft  Satur- 
'^  day  about  fingle  refignations,  or  even  combined 
aggreffions^  the  more  I  am  confirmed  in  my  opinion  that 
nothing  fhould  be  done  that  can  juftly  be  imputed  to 
precipitation^  nothing  delayed  that  can  be  imputed 
to  fear  of  them.  This  I  fay  in  cafe  of  agereffion^ 
which  I  think  and  hope  will  never  happen.  Hpwever^ 
as  I  think  they  will  drop  off  'ere  long,  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  think  only  with  yourfelf^  and  your  royal 
mafier^  of  proper  perfons  to  fill  up  the  firft  rank  with 
you  in  cafe  of  death  or  defertion. 

RsMEMBEB^my  noble  and  generous  friend,  that  to 
recover  monarchy  from  the  inveterate  ufurpation  of 
olig|archy  is  a  point  too  arduous  and  important  to  be 
achieved  without  much  difficulty^  and  fome  degree  of 
danger;  though  none  but  what  attentive  moderation 
and  unalterabte  firmnefs  will  certainly  furmount. 

Paper  read  by  Mr.  Dodington  to  Lord  Bute. 

16th  January,  ij6u 
Ip  the  intelligence  they  brinff  me  be  true,  Mr.  Pitt 
goes  down  faft  in  the  city,  and  fafier  at  this  end  of  the 
town :  they  add  you  rife  daily. 

M  N  2  This 
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This  may  not  be  true :  but  if  he  finks^  you  will 
'obferve  his  fyftem  finks  with  him,  and  that  there  if 
nothing  to  replace  it  but  recJHing  the  troopsr  and  leav* 
ing  Hanover  in  depofit. 

If  this  (hould  come  to  be  the  cafe,  and  you  cannot 
make  a  feparate  peace  upon  the  prefent  foot,  it  feems 
not  far  off,  either  from  abfolote  neceffity,or  from  the 
arrogance  of  thofe  whofc  prefumption  and  court  to 
the  clofet  firft  plunged  us  into  this  difirefs,  or  froxn. 
tlie  united  voice  of  the  mod  affectionate  of  his  ma- 
jefty^s  fubjedls.  Should  not  a  meafure  fo  extremely 
popular  as  the  facrificing  that  country  to  this  fur  a 
time,  to  fecure  an  honourable  and  advantageous  peace, 
both  which  experience  has  Ihewn  cannot  be  done 
by  facrificing  this  country  to  that;  (Iiould  not  then 
a  meafure  fo  endearing,  fo  much  beyond  the  nioft 
fanguine  expectations  three  months  ago,  come  imme- 
diately from  the  king,  and,  by  his  order,  be  carried 
into  execution  by  the  hands  in  which  he  places  his 
whole  confidence  ?  Be  pleafed  to  reflec'i  a  moment  on 
this,  and  prepare  yourfelf  for  this  event,  if  neceffityj 
prefumption,  or  the  voice  of  the  nation  ihould  force  it 
upon  you- 

Lord  Mdcomhc  to  Lord  JBiute ;  on  Mr.  Pitfs  rc^ 
ftgnation, 

(ExtraA.)        6th  OAober,  1 761 . 

I  siNCEBELY  wifliyour  lordftiip  joy  of  being  deliver- 
ed of  a  moft  imprafticable  colteague,  his  majefty  of  a 
inofl;  imperious  fervant,  and  the  country  of  a  m6ft 
dangerous  minifter.  I  am  told  that  the  people  are 
fullen  about  it. 

Lord  Bute  fo  Lord  Melcombe, 

8th  Oaober^  1761. 
My  dear  Lord, 
Whatever  private  motives  of  uneafinefs  I  might 
have  in  the  late  adminiftration,  I  am  far  from  thinking 
the  diffolution  of  it  favourable  in  the  prefent  minute 
tQ  the  king's  affairs.  Without  entering  into  the  caufes 
of  the  war,  it  is  Tuf&cient  to  obferve,  that  it  was  a 

national 
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H&tibnat  one^  and  that  the  hoitour  of  the  nation  is 
pledged  to  fupport  its  allies.  You^  my  dear  Lord, 
cannot  diilike  it  more  than  I  do;  but,  as  we  have  to 
do  with  a  mod  treacherous  enemy,  whofe  infamous 
prevarications  have  been  fo  lately  experienced,  we 
muft  ad:  with  redoubled  vigour  and  fpirit  before  wa 
can  hope  to  bring  them  to  fuch  a  peace  as,  from  onr 
repeated  conqueus,  this  country  has  a  right  to  expecSl^ 
fuch  a  peace  as  I  (with  this  load  of  refponfibility) 
durft  put  my  name  to.  This  being  fo,  the  change  of  a 
minifter  cannot,  at  prefent,  make  any  remarkable 
change  in  meafures.  1  iigh  after  peace,  but  will  not 
fue  for  it :  not  out  of  pride,  or  from  motives  of  felf* 

Erefen^ation  (though  both  might  without  dilhonour 
e  urged)  but  from  a  thorough  conviction  that  beggini; 
it  from  France  is  not  the  way  to  procure  it.  Indeed, 
my  good  Lord,  my  iituation,  at  ail  times  perilous,  is 
become  much  more  fo,  for  L  am  no  ftranger  to  the 
language  held  in  this  great  city :  our  darlings  rejigs 
nation  is  owing  to  lord  Bute,  who  might  have  pre- 
vented it  with  the  kin^,  and  he  muft  anfwer  for  all  the 
coofequences ;  which  is,  in  other  words,  for  the  mii^ 
carriage  of  another's  fyllem,  that  he  (Pitt)  himfelf 
could  not  have  prevented.  All  this  keeps  up  my 
attention,  ftrengthens  my  mind,  without  alarming  it^ 
and  not  only  whifpers  caution^  but  fieadinefs  and 
refolution. 

Lord  MelcOmbc  to  Lord  Bute,  (In  anfwer.) 

.8th06lober,  1761. 

I  LOOK  upon  the  late  event  as  an  obftacle  removed, 
iiot  as  added,  when  peace  is  to  be  treated.  YoUr 
iordftiip  may  remember  fome  months  ago  I  faid  1 
thoueht  Mr.  Pitt  would  n^ver  make  peace,  becaufe  he 
could  n^ver  make  fuch  a  peaice  as  he  had  taught  the 
nation  to  expedl.  I  fuppofe  he  now  fees  that  we  are 
Within  a  year  or  two  of  an  iraprafticability  of  carrying 
bn  the  war  upon  the  prefent  footing,  and  may  thmk^ 
by  going  out  upon  a  fpiriked  pretence,  to  turn  the  atten- 
tion and  diffatisfadion  of  the  public  on  thofe,  who,  at 
a  ruinous  expence  are  to  carry  on  his  wild  meafures^ 
and  whom  they  have  been  taught  to  diilike  by  a  tptal 
i^  K  3  abandonment 
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•  abandonment  of  the  preft  to  him  and  his  creatares, 
-which  I  humbly  hope  you  will  now  Uiink  pr<^»er  to 

enipkiy  better. 

1  CAN  fay  nothing  to  the  treadiery  and  prevarica- 
tion of  France  in  the  ktte  ne^tiation,  being  totally 
ignorant  of  all  thofe  tranfaAions.  I  entirely  agree 
with  you  that  we  muft  b&  with  redoabled  vigour 
in  carrying  on  the  war,  to  obtain  a  proper  peace  ; 
but  it  may  be  a  doubt  whether  carrying  it  on  in 
the  fame  manner  may  be  prudent,  or  even  long  prao^ 
iicable. 

I  ALSO  a^ree  with  your  lordlbip  that  where  honour 
is  pledged,  it  muft  be  maintained ;  bat  whether,  after 
what  we  have  done  to  fupport  our  allies,  we  cannot 
maintain  it  ut  a  lefs  expence  than  ruin  to  ourfelves 
without  effedl  to  them,  may  be  worthy  of  confidera- 
tion.  I  am  fenfible  I  am  writing  upon  a  fubjeA  I  am 
no  wav8  informed  about.  The  mention  made  of  it  lu 
your  fetter  drew  me  into  it.  I  have  done.  As  yon 
approve  of  the  war,  in  what  manner  foever  you  carry 
it  on,  I  ihall  never  fay  one  word  more  againft  it,  public 
or  private,  but  will  fupport  it  whenever  I  am  caUed 
on,  as  well  as  my  diftance  from  the  fcene  of  bufinefe 
will  allow  me.  I  told  you  I  would  do  fo  (after  having 
told  you  my  opinion)  when  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
command  m^  to  be  your  friend.  Indeed,  my  dear 
Lord,  I  wi(h  and  mean  to  ferve  you,  and  am  fure  I 
never  will  diflerve  you,  which  is,  1  fear,  as  far  as  my 
poor  abilities  are  likely  to  go.  I  am  glad  the  king  has 
given  the  feals ;  and  as  you  approve  of  it,  I  fuppofe 
they  are  well  difpofed  of.  The  fooner  it  is  public  the 
better.  I  wifli  they  had  been  given  as  foon  as  they 
were  refumed. 

I  THINK  there  can  be  nothing  in  the  hoafe  of  com- 
mons :  if  there  (hould,  Mr.  Grenville^  no  doubt,  willdo 
his  beft.  I  fear  he  is  not  very  popular  there ;  but  you 
have  friends  there  that  are  fo,  and  very  able  tocK  The 
infolence  of  the  city  is  intolerable  They  muft,  and 
they  eafily  may  be  taught  better  manners.  I  was 
bred  a  monarchy  man,  and  will  die  fo ;  and  I  do  not 
underftand  that  men  of  that  rank  are  to  demand 
reafons  of  meafures,  while  they  are  under  his  majeft/s 
conlideiation.  As  to  you,  my  dear  lord,  I  am  fure  yoa 
laugh  at  them,  and  know,  that  the  moment  they  are 

threatened 
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tliie%iened  with  the  king^s  difpteafure,  thofe  who  were 
at  your  throat  will  be  at  your  feet. 

Lard  Bute  to  Lard  Melcambe,  tn  anjwer  to  a  letter 
^rqproach  on  the  refyfal  of  a  Requefi. 

8  th  February,  176a. 

*  *  *  In  iborty  ay  lord^  thoygh  I  cannot  prevent 
ambrage  being  taken  at  my  not  fatisfying  every  wiih, 
I  fliaU  certainly  hinder  any  reafonable  ground  of  com- 
pbuQt  concerning  things  ihave  once  promifed.  I  own^ 
and  without  bln&ii^,  I  have  been  very  unfortunate 
in  the  means  I  have  for  years  taken,  of  cementing 
friendfhips  and  procuring  attachments.  Others  with 
much  lets  trouble,  perhaps,  without  myfincerity,  fuc-* 
ceed  better ;  but  I  repine  not ;  confcious  of  my  own 
feelings,  confcious  of  deferving  better  treatment,  I 
Ihall  go  on,  though  fingle  and  alone,  to  ferve  my  king 
and  country  in  the  beft  manner  my  poor  talents  wiS 
allow  me ;  happy,  too  happy,  when  the  heavy  burden 
that  I  bear  ihall  be  removed,  and  placed  on  other 
Ihoulders. 

Lord  Melcombe  to  Lord  Bute. 

13th  April,  1762. 

*  *  *  The  people  are  intoxicated  with  conquefts: 
his  partizans  take  effectual  care  to  combine  the  idea 
of  Mr.  Pitt  with  it.  His  party  rifes;  they  attack  you 
publicly,  in  all  converfations,  and  now  in  writing,  per- 
fonally,  in  the  moft  audacious  manner,  reproach  you 
with  following  his  example.  Does  the  body  of  office 
affift  them  in  all  this  ?  No. — Does  it  lift  a  finger  againft 
them  f— -Yet  lefs.  They  obferve  a  worfe  than  fpanilh 
neutrality,  and  though  'tis  probable  they  may  have  no 
coinpa6l  with  your  enemy,  yet  they  will  not,  moft 

-certainly,  fhew  you  their  compa£l  among  themfelves, 
as  they  find  they  are  in  no  danger  of  your  declaring 
war.  Would  they  then  have  Mr.  Pitt  again  ?  No— but 
they  defire  to  have  that  phantom  followed  enough  to 
intimidate  vou,  if  you  offer  to  break  through  their 
nieafures  of  government,  or  interfere  with  their  dif- 
pofition  of  the  emoluments  of  it,  by  which  alone  they 

N  N  4  know 
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know  the  J  can  be  defeated.  But  if  yon  were  to  go 
too  fait  in  the  one^  or  meddle  at  all  with  the  other, 
they  wouldj  in  my  opinion^  rather  have  Mr.  Pitt  than 

Jon^  becaofe  they  woald  think^in  the  firft  place,  that 
e  muft  be  a  little  humbled  by  adverfity^  and,  in  the 
next,  that  they  could  better  druggie  with  nis  popularity, 
tranfitory  and  ill-founded,  than  with  your  credit  with 
the  kingf  built  on  the  folid  foundation  of  honour  as 
well  as  inclination. 

*  •  •  I  DO  indeed  moft  earneftly  infift  upon  a  totally 
new  fyftem,  and  that  cannot  take  place  without  new 
hands ;  for  thefe  cannot  give  up  the  old  one  without 
paffing  condemnation  on  themfelves^  the  authors  of  it> 
for  fervile  and  interefted  purpofes* 
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CORRESPONDENCE  relative  to  the  dif- 
continuance  of  the  Prussian  Subsidy. 


The  Kif^  of  Pruffia,  to  King  George  III. 

h  Breflaw  ce  22  Janv.  1762. 

Monfieur  men  frere,  ^ 

T  A  longueur  de  la  Cam pagne  demiere^etdifFerentea 
■■^  fataut^s  furveaues  de  fuite,  m'ont  emp6ch6 
d'ecrire  plutot  k  voire  majeft^.  A  prefeiit  voila  I'im* 
peratrice  de  Rufiie  morte^  et  le  grand  due  qui 
m'a  temoigne  en  toute  occafion  de  I'amitie  eft  fur  le 
trone.  Je  fuis  perfuad6  que  pour  peu  que  le  fieur 
Keith  fache  profiler  de  ces  circonftances,  qu'il-en 
pourratirer  un  parti  avantageux.  Pour  moi^je  ne 
doute  pas  que  cette  annee  ci  ne  foit  plus  heureufe  que 
les  precedentes>  et  ne  nous  mette  en  etat  d'obiiger 
nos  ennemis  k  des  conditions  de  paix  plus  honorables 
pour  nous  que  les  loix  arrogantes,qu'iisvouloient  nous 
prefcrire.  La  declaration  de  guerre  des  efpagnols  eft, 
felon  moi,  avantageufe  k  FAngleterre^  en  ce  que  la 
grande  fuperiorit6  de  la  flotte  britannique  trionfera  des 
efpagnols  com  me  des  Fran9ois.  Quelle  gloire  pour  le 
regne  de  votre  majeft6  de  rendre  par  Ik  fa  nation  la 
dominatrice  des  mers,  fans  contradi6);ions^  et  k  nous 
tous  d'avoir  reiift^s,  et  de  nous  @tre  foutenus  contre 
lei^  forces  r^unies  de  toute  TEurope !  11  n'eft  <}ueftion 
que  d*ttn  peude  conftance  et^fermete  pour  terminer 
cette  funefte  guerre  k  Tavantage  de  TAncleterre  et  de 
fes  allies 2   mais  il  faut  perfeverer  jufqu  au  bout ;   je 

vols 
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Tois  encore  difBcult^s  fans  nombre ;  elles  m'encoora- 
geatau  lieu  de  me  rebuter,  par  refperance  de  lee 
vaincre.  Perfonne  ne  prend  plusd'  interetque  inoi  k 
la  gloire  et  k  la  profperite  de  voire  majeft£ ;  ^e  la  prie 
d'en  £tre  convuincue^  ainii  que  de  la  haute  cdlime  avec 
laquelle  je  fnkj 

Monfieur  mon  frere, 

de  voire  majeil6 

le  boa  frere, 

Federie. 

Lord  Bute  to  Mejfrs.  Keith  and  Wroughion. 

Si.  James's,  2Sd  February,  1762. 
Geatlemen, 

All  Ihe  lelters  which  I  have  received  from  Keith, 
fince  the  late  great  event,  have  been  already  acknow- 
ledged. 1  congratulate  you  very  iincerely  upon  the 
fvmptoms  which  have  hitherto  appeared  of  a  change  in 
tKe  meafures  of  your  court,  fo  greatly  to  be  wiihed,  for 
the  good  of  Europe.  At  the  fame  time  f  cannot  but 
acquaint  you  with  the  particular  pleafure  and  fatisfiKV 
tion  with  which  the  king  received  your  accounts  of 
the  very  friendly  difpafition  of  the  prefent  Emper^ 
towards  his  Pruliian  majefty,  hia  vifible  difinclination 
towards  France,  and  above  all,  his  intention  to  do  all 
in  his  power  towards  bringing  about  a  peace  between 
the  powers  at  war,  upon  reafonable  terms. 

This  was  the  mofl:  capital  point  in  the  inftru AioBf 
which  his  majefty  commanded  me  to  fend  you,  upon 
the  6rft  view  of  the  late  emprefs's  death.  And 
it  is  ftill  that  which  the  kins  would  have  vou  recom* 
mend  with  the  greateft  zeal,  and  in  which  we  hope 
tiiat  his  imperial  majefty  will  employ  all  his  credit  and 
influence,  and  efpeciall  j  with  the  king  of  Pmffia.  The 
reports  which  you  have  made,  and  thofe  which  ve 
have  received  from  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  good  prof- 
peift  of  a  i'peedy  reconciliation  between  thofe  two 
courts,  muft  undoubtedly  give  pleafure  here;  but  I  muft 
at  the  fame  time  ol)ferve  to  you,  that  it  arifes  chiefly 
from  the  hope  and  expeciation  that  his  Pruffian  majefty 
will  be  earneiUy  exhorted  by  the  emperor,  rather  to  pot 

an 
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mn  end,  by  reafonabk  and  proper  terms,  to  his  war  with 
the  emprefft  queen,  than  encouraged  by  him  to  per* 
fift  in  it. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  humbk  fervant, 

Bute. 

Lord  Bute  to  Mejfieurs  Knyphaufen  and  Mitchell. 

k  St.  James's,  ce  26  Fevrier,  1 762. 
Meffieurs, 

Com  MB  vous  fembliez  fouhaiter  d'etre  mis  en  eta t 
de  depecher  votre  courier  ce  foir  m^me,  jen'ai pas  vonlu 
difTerer  de  m'informer  de  la  reponfe  qu*il  plairoit  au 
Toi  que  je  vous  rendifle  fur  les  inliauces  prelfantes  que 
Tous  avez  faites  dernierenient  au  fujet  du  Aibfide  ;  et 
Tayant  fait  ce  matin  je  vais  en  conlequence,  vous  fiaire 
part  des  intentions  de  fa  majefte  la  deffus,  afin  d'eviter 
les  meprifes  qui  fe  peuvent  gliffer  dans  les  rapports  de 
ce  qui  ce  traite  en  des  conferences,  et  pour  que  vous 
en  puiffiez  rendre  un  compte  authentique  au  roi  votre 
maitre. 

Je  vous  dirai  done  que  (a  majefte  fe  trouve  encore 
port^e  d'inclination,  comme  auparavant  de  fournir  I'aide 
Mcuniaire  en  queftion  au  roi  de  PrufTe,  mais  comroe 
Je  grand  evenement  que  nous  avous  vu  arriver  dans 
le  nord  k  oper6  un  changement  qui  femble  promettre 
]es  plus  grandes  facilit^s  a  fa  dite  majefte  pour  Yame^ 
lioration  de  la  fituation  prefente  en  la  tirant  de  ces 
dangers  multiplies  auxquels  clle  s'etoit  trouv^e  expofee„ 
le  roi  fouhaiteroit  que  le  fecours  qu'il  voudroit  preter 
k  ce  prince,  dut  plutot  aider  &  la  conclufton  de  la  paiit 
qu'  k  la  continuation  de  la  guerre. 

Cest  dans  cette  vue  que  fa  majeft^  a  attendn  avec 
tant  d'impatience  la  lettre  que  vous  avez  tant  de  fois 
announcee  de  la  part  du  roi  de  Pruffe,  comme  aufli 
les  eclairciffemens  ou'elle  avoit  demand^e  par  le  canal 
de  fon  miniftre  a  Magdebourff. 

Les  voila  enfin arrives  cesdepechesde M.Mitchell, 
mais  fans  avoir  apport^  la  moindre  ouverture  dans 
aucun  des  points  elfentiels  qui  en  font  le  fujet,  qui 
put  fatisfaire  ^lajufte  attente  du  roi.  Jefuisoblig^d'en 
dire  autant  par  rapport  k  ce  que  vous  m'avez  fait 

I'honneur 
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nicmneor  ie  me  communiqner  des  inftru6Uons  «(<!  fir 
]naJeA6  Prufliennequi  ne  s'ouvre  le  moins  du  monde  aof 
fojet  des  conditions  particulieres^  fur  lesquelies  eHe^ 
Toudroit  conclure  la  paix ;  fe  bornant  au  contraire, 
aax  expreflions  generates  de  fa  difpofition  &  conclure 
fur  on  pied  qui  leroit  conforn>e  4  fes  intercts  et  k  fa 
gloire. 

Il  eft  vrai  que  pnr  une  lettre  de  plus  fraiche  datte 
Mr.  Mitcheil  nous  apprend  la  miffion  d'une  perfonne 
accreditee  et  munie  des  plein  pouvoirs  du  dit  roi  if  la 
cour  de  Ruffie,  et  que  fa  majeft^  a  bien  voulu  lui 
fairc  favoir  que  c'eloit  ]iour  s'en  fervir  fi  focc^afion  fe 
prefentoit.  Ellc  ne  s*e.\| clique  pas  d'avantage,  et  oe 
fait  la  inoindre  communication  au  roi  des  initrut^ontf 
particulieres^  qu'ellc  auroit  donn^esa  ce  miniib-e. 

Vous  Jugez  bien,  meffieurs,  qu'un  (ileuce  ii  extra- 
ordinaire par  rapport  a  un  objet  qui  interefle  les  deux 
cours  a  un  tel  point  ne  fauroit  etre  regard^  qu'avec 
beaucoup  de  furprife  par  fa  niajeft6;  je  vous  aflure 
pourtant  qu*il  ne  Fa  nullement  fait  changer  de  refi[>lu- 
tion.  Mais  elte  continue  d'efperer  qui  le  roi  v6ti« 
Hiaitre  fe  determinera  enfin  a  lui  faire  part  de  fes  idees 
au  fnjet  de  la  paix ;  et  elle  fe  flatte  en  meme  tems 
qu'elle  les  trouvera  propres  a  faciliter  Tobtien  de  ce 
but  tant  defirable. 

Des  qui  le  roi  aura  eu  cette  confolation>  il  ne  fe 
perdra  pas  un  jour  a  moyenner  a  fa  dite  majeft^,  la 
remife  des  670,000  livres  fterling.  Et  comroe  ces  fen- 
timens  et  cette  intention  du  roi,  ne  font  feulemenl 
raifonnables  en  cux  memes,  mais  qu'ils  fe  trouTe  auflr 
marques  au  coin  de  famitie  et  de  I'attention  les  plus 
parfaites  envers  fa  majefte  Pruffienne,  je  me  flatte 
fju'une  telle  ouverture  ne  fauroit  manquer  d'etre  regue 
avec  la  meme  cordialite,  avec  laquelleon  la  fait^et  qu'il 
V  (era  repondu  d'une  maniere  a  lever  toutes  des  dif- 
iicult^s  qui  fubfiiient  adtuellement ;  evenement  qui 
me  rejouira  infiniment  en  mon  paiticulier. 

J*ai  Thonncur  d'etre, 

aveo  la  conlideration  la  plus  parfaite^ 

BuU. 


The 
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The  King  of  PruJJia  to  King  George  III. 

a  Breilaw^  ce  1£  Mars,  1762. 
Monfieur  ipon  frere. 
Lbs'  nouYselles  qui  viennent  de  Peterfbour^  depuis  la 
inort  de  rimperatrice  foot  &  favorables  que  je  les  com- 
inunique  avec  joye  ci  votre  majefl:6.  Le  nouvel  em- 
pereur  eft  entiiereinent  difpole  k  la  paix.  Les  Ibius  de 
M.  Keith  put  beaucoup  coatribue  a  entretenir  cette 
difpofitioa  avanj^geufe;  J'ai  envay6  le  baron.  Goltz 
4  Fetei'fbourg  pour  compjiiuenter  oe  prince  fur  fon 
avenemeut  au  trone,  et  il  eft  en  troeme  terns  charg6 
de  plein  pouvoirs  pour  ii^ner  la  paix,fi  rempereur  y 
coni'ent.  Cette  negotiation  paile  par  les  mains  de  M. 
Keith  :  L'Angleterre  n'a  pas  ete  cu  gaerre  contre  la 
Kuffie,  et  les  interets  de  votre  m^jelle  ne  peuvent 
rien  fouffrir  de  cette  paix  de.  forte  que  je  n'ai  aucua 
reproche  h  me  faire,  et  je  luis  meme  perfuade  qu'elle 
fera  bien  aife  de  cet  evenement :  Voil^  la  grande  al- 
liance feparee ;  c'eft  un  tres  grand  article;  ii  avec  cela 
nous  paryenons  a  pouifer  la  courdeVienne  vigoureufe- 
i^ent^  il  t^udra  bien  {|u'el|e  prenn^  enfin  des  fenti- 
mens  plus  mod^res  qu'elle  n'en  a  marque  jufqu'ici,  et. 
fon  couientement  a  la  paix  entraiiiera  infailliblenient 
celui  de  la  France.  J'ai  regarde  de  tout  terns  la  reine 
de  Hongrie  comme  la  promotrice  de  la  guerre  prefente 
et  votre  *  majeft6  verra  que  la  guerre  ne  finira  que 
lorf^ue  cette  princeffe  commencera  i  craiudre  pour 
fes  propies'  etats.  Je  fouhaite  d'avoir  toujours  des 
iiouvelles  agre,ables  h  marquer  h  votre  majelte ;  je  la 
prie  cepeudant  d6  croire  que  perfonne  ne  prend  plus 
que  moi  de  part  a  fes  interets^  etant  avec  le  plus  grand 
^ttachement. 

Monfieur  men  frere^ 

De  votre  majefte 

lie  bon  frere^ 

Federic* 

George  III.  to  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

'  (Anfwer.) 

Monfieur  mon  frere. 
En  remeroiant  votre  majeil6  des  deux  lettres  qu*el]ft 
apris  la  peine  de  m'ecrire  k  22  de  Janvier^  et  le  12 

du 
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da  conrent,  je  la  felibite  tr^  finc^rement  de  Fbearenx 
changement  arrive  en  Ruflie  et  particnlieretnent  far  la 
deelaratioD>  iaite,  le  23  du  mois  pafle,  par  cet  emperear 
aax  .  coors  de  Vienne,  de  Verfailles,  el  de  Stock- 
)K>lm«  La  refolution  qu*a  prife  ce  di^ne  pilnce  de  faire 
eonnoitre  k  tout  le  monde  fet  fentimens  par  rapport 
k  la  gnerre  prefente^  et  fon  intention  de  eontriboery  de 
toat  fon  pomble^  an  retabliflement  d'une  paix  generafe^ 
m'a^t^  mfiniment  agr^able ;  et  ma  fa/gon  &  penieir 
for  ces  grands  objets  j  correfpond  enfierementj  je  ne 
manqnerai  pas  de  cooperer,  par  tout  ce  qui  pourra 
depend  re  de  mes  foins,  k  un  deflein  fi  falutnie.  £a 
menie  terns,  je  prie  v6tre  majefii  d^etre  perfuad^^qae 
je  foahaite  toojonrs  egalement  de  pourvoir  k  fon 
affiftanoe.  Eiie  voit  pourtant  combien  mes  faculty 
diminoent  de  jour  k  autre,  en  fuite  de  la  nouTelle 
gnerre,  06  je  me  trouve  engag6,  et  des  feco^xa  iDdif- 
penfables  poor  le  foutien  de  wmm  boo  et  ancien  aUi6  le 
Foi  de  Portugal.  Ce  n'eft  pas  que  d^s  que  v6tre  majeft6 
m'aara  coniie  les  moyens,  dont  elle  propofe  de  fe  lervir 
pour  I'obtention  dela  paix,  je  ne  fois  reiolu  de  fiiire  tout 
ee  qui  fera  en  mon  pouvoir  pour  aider  k  fa  r^uffite. 
Je  fuis^  avec  lu  plus  parfaite  eftimeet  affedtion^ 

Moniieur  mon  frere, 

De  votre  majefie 
k  St.  James,  Le  bon  frere^ 

ee  SO  Mars,  1762.  George  R. 

Lord  Bute  to  Mr.  Mitchell. 

St.  James's,  ^th  March,  1762* 
*  *  The  Pruffian  minifters  having  yefterday  ac- 
quainted me  that  they  had  had  information  from  their 
court,  of  fome  overtures  fuppoled  to  have  been  pri- 
vately made  from  hence  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  and 
having  defired  that  I  would  communicate  the  parti- 
culars for  their  matter's  fatisfaftion.  In  order  to  en- 
able them  to  ibt  the  matter  in  a  true  light,  I  gave 
them  a  fight  of  the  precis  of  the  king's  order  of  the 
12th  of  January  laft,  to  Sir  Jofeph  Vorke.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  Melfers.  Knyphanfen  and  Mitchell  will 
make  the  proper  ule  of  this  communication  towards 
removing  anyill-grounded  fufpicions  which  may  have 
<^  been 
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been  conceived  by  the  king  of  Pruffia,  with  regard  to 
a  ftep  calculated  for  procnriqg^if  poffible^an  informa* 
tUton  that  might  prove  beneficial  to  thecooimon  canfes 
a  ftep  perfeftly  moffenfivc  to  every  power  engaged  in 
it,  and  which  was  to  far  from  being  taken  with  a  view 
to  prejudice  his  Praffian  majefty's  partkular  interefti^ 
or  even  being  attended  witb  any  negleA  of  them,  that 
it  carried  upon  the  very  face  01  it  aioggeftion  throwA 
ottt  with  i|n  eye  to  turn  the  emprefa's  thcragllts  to  ob- 
taining in  another  part  what  might  ferve  as  an  e^ni« 
▼alent  to  her  pretenfions  in  Silefia*  But  to  obviale 
any  feihire  therein  on  their  part^  the  king  has  ordered 
me  to  fend  the  above  extraft  at  all  events  to  yon, 
that  yott  may  reprefentin  it»  tnie  coloursj  and  juftiff 
the  re6titnde  of  his  majeftj^'s  intentions. 

For  yonrown  further  information,  andtopntit 
in  your  power  to  re6Hfy,  upon  occafion,  any  mifcon« 
oeption  of  the  tendency  and  refuJt  of  the  iniinuationi 
that  were  made  in  cometiuence  of  the  king^s  intima- 
tion to  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  I  enclofe  copies  of  hit 
anfwer  likewife,  and  6f  that  which  was  returned  Uirongh 
the  canal  of  M.  Reifchach^  on  the  part  of  the  emprefii 
queen. 

Lord  Bute  to  Mr.  Mitchell. 

St.  James's,  30th  March,  1762. 
In  my  laft  I  acquainted  you  with  the  complain! 
made  here  by  Memeurs  Knyphanfen  and  Mitchell,  of 
fome  ftippofed  fecret  overtures  on  our  part  to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  and  I  then  explained  the  matter  to 
you  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  I  am  now  to  add,  that 
though  they  ^ave  that  intelligence  a  turn  as  if  they 
had  received  it  from  their  own  court,  yet  we  know 
with  certainty  that  they  picked  it  up  here.  And  as 
it  appears  from  their  way  of  talking  upon  thatfubje&to 
me,  but  more  efpecially  from  what  they  faid  to  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle,  that  they  will  probably  have  made 
a  handle  of  it  to  inflame  the  mind  of  their  mailer; 
the  king  thinks  it  expedient  for  his  fervice,  as  well 
in  refpe£l  to  this  affair  as  to  many  others,  that  you 
fhould  repair  forthwith  to  Breflaw,  where  you  will  lay 
the  whole  of  that  bufinels  before  the  king  of  Proffia; 

commu* 
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commaaicating  to  him  the  letters  fent  you  by  the  laft 

Soft,  as  contaiuing  the  kind's  original  orders  to  Sir 
ofeph  Yorke,  which  gave  birth  to  it,  and  which  ycni 
mav  aflTure  him  are  the  very  orders  that  were  given, 
and  not  a  part  only  or  abftradl  of  them :  and  you  will 

?pve  his  rruflian  majefty  to  underftand,  that,  fd  far 
rom  difavowiog  fucK  a  Btep,  the  king  is  fo  fully  per^ 
fuaded  of  lits  inofienfivenefs,  and  of  his  riffht  to  tak^ 
fuch  a  Aep,  that  his  majefty  has  no  deure  to  con- 
ceal what  palTed  in  that  tranfadUon,  either  from 
him  or  any  body  elfe.  Though  you  muft  take  care 
that  the  communication  which  you  make  of  it  to  his 
Pruftian  mcyefty  may  appear  in  its  true  light,  viz. 
that  of  a  particular  attention  to  his  Prufliani  majefty, 
and  totally  different  from  an  excufe,  which  the  king 
will  by  no  means  believe  can  be  expected  from  him 
qn  fuch  an  occafion.  Neither  doef  his  majefty  com- 
prehend what  title  the  Pruflian  miaift^r&  had  to  com- 
plain of  any  .application  which  he  may  have  thought 
nt  to  make  to  the  emprefs  queen,  of  a  nature  like 
Jthis  now  in  queftion,  entirely  foreign  to  any  of  the 
king  of  Pruflia's  concerns.  The  condudl  therefore  of 
thofe  minifters  upon  the  prefent  occafion  is  juftly 
difpleafing  to  his  majefty,  and  it  is  his  pleafure  that 
you  fhould  exprefs  to  theicingof  PruflTia  his  defire,that 
they  may  be  inftru 6led  to  proceed  with  a  greater  de- 
gree of  caution  for  the  future.  You  will  execute  thefe 
inflrudions  in  your  audience  of  his  Pruflian  majefty 
in  their  fulleft  fenfe,  and  without  any  foftening,  fince 
in  the  manner  wherein  the  affair  has  been  treated 
here  by  the  gentlemen  above  mentioned,  the  king's 
honour  is  concerned. 

Lord  Bute  to  Mr,  Mitchell, 

St.  James's,9th  April,  I762. 
Sir, 
The  refervedaiid  unfriendly  manner  in  which  the 
king  has  been  treated  by  his  Pruflian  raajerty,  in  re- 
fpect  to  Mr.GoUz*s  miflion  to  i^eterlbourg,  cannot  but 
be  very  fenfibly  felt  by  his  majel'ty.     It  was  deter- 
mined at  firft  without  previous  commuuicution,  we 
were  told>  that  he  wept  with  complimeuts,  or  at  mp(i 
7      *  with 
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Vith  general  inftruflions  for  a  reconciliation  between 
the  two  courts;  and  when  it  was  owned  that  he  had 
iull  powers,  ftill  he  was  to  open  every  thing  to  Mr. 
Keith,  and  to  take  no  ftep  but  in  concert  with  him. 
It  now  comes  out,  by  Mr.  Keith's  letters  of  the  nth 
paft,  that  Mr.  Goltze  has  been  negotiating,  upon  af- 
fairs of  the  higheil  confequence,  with  the  emperor, 
and  that,  without  the  leafi:  degree  of  participation 
with  his  majelly.  No  leCs  a  point  than  that  of  giving 
his  Pruflian  mnjefty's  guaranty  for  Slcfwick,  in  ex- 
change for  that  of  Silelia,  was  in  agitation;  and,  by 
Mr.  Keith's  account,  we  may  expert  to  hear  that  a 
treaty  has  been  concluded  upon  that  foot,  fome  weeks 
finoe ;  a  treaty  wherein  the  king  of  Pruflia  muft  know, 
that  it  would  be  impoiiible  for  his  majefly  to  take  any 
part,  confiftently  with  the  engagements  of  his  crown 
to  that  of  Denmark. 

Thbre  is  therefore  no  longer  caufe  for  furprife, 
though  there  is  certainly  a  great  one  for  complaint, 
with  refped):  to  the  dead  filence  of  your  court,  and 
their  concealment  from  his  ihajefiy's  knowledge  of 
fueh  meafures,  as,  inilead  of  promoting  his  pacific 
.views,  according  to  the  general  aflurances  given  of  the 
king  of  Pruflia's  intentions,  have  the  greatell  tendency 
16  fpread  the  flames  of  war,  and  increafe  the  miferies 
of  mankind.  ' 

With  the  confcioufaefs,  however,  of  this  unjufti- 
fiable  treatment  of  the  king  our  mafler,  his  Pruilian 
majefty  has  Hill  continued  to  dire<Slhis  minifters  here, 
if  1  may  judge  from  their  conftant  reprefentation,  to 
prefs  the  pavment  of  his  former  fubfidy :  but  the  condi*- 
tionupon  which  the  king  hasdeclared,both  by  my  letter 
to  them,  and  by  his  majetty's  to  that  prince,  that  he 
was  ready  to  give  it,  wns  the  employment  of  it  to- 
wards the  procurement  of  peace,  and  not  towards 
the  continuation  of  war ;  and  I  cannot  conceal  from 
you,  that  to  fee  the  bounty  of  this  nation  converted 
to  fo  pernicious  a  ufe  as  that  of  fomenting  new  trou- 
bles in  Europe,  would  be  of  all  things  the  moft  dif- 
agreeable  to  his  majefiy. 

The  king  muft  therefoiT  receive  farther  intelligence, 
and  fee  more  clearly  what  ufe  is  intended  to  be  made 
of  any  fubfidy  which  he  might  be  induced  to  give, 
before  he  can  determine  to  give  any  at  all.  And  this 
paufe  on  refolving  upon  that  important  queftion,  is  fo 

VOL.  I.  p  o  much 
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much  the  more  neceflary,  as,  in  cafe  his  Pniffian  m»- 
jedy's  treaty  with  Ruflia  be  adually  coDcIoded,  and 
the  weight  of  that  empire  taken  confeqoently  out  of 
the  oppofite  fcale,  he  will  then,  if  he  cohttnaes  in  the 
fame  mind  in  which  he  was  when  you  wrote  yoior 
letters  to  lord  HoIdcrnelTe,  of  the  months  of  June  and 
July  1 756,  have  fo  little  occafion  for  any  afilftance 
from  Endandj  that  he  mi^ht  even  be  ready  to  fumifli 
a  body  of  troops  for  his  majefty's  defence.  Thb  was  the 
king  of  Pruffia's  language  to  you,  upon  the  fuppofitioa 
of  our  barely  preventing  his  beinff  attacked  by  Ruflia. 
With  how  much  more  reafon  then  may  the  Englifli 
fiibfidy  be  difpenfed  with,  if  he  (hall  have  obtained  not 
only  the  neutrality  of  the  Ruffian  emperor,  but  even 
his  guaranty  for  the  duchy  of  Silefia.  You  are  com* 
manded  therefore  by  his  majefly,  to  reprefent  the  pur- 
port and  fubftance  of  what  is  above  to  the  king  of 
Fniflia,  but  in  the  way  of  a  cool  and  difpaffionale  re- 
monfirance,  and  with  very  particular  caution,  in  what 
relates  to  his  guaranty  of  Slefwiok ;  not  to  put  it  in  his 

E)wer  to  hurt  his  majefty's  intereft  at  the  court  of 
uflia,  by  reprefenting  there,  Uiat  his  engagement,  H 
he  has  contra<5led  one  with  the  emperor  for  aififtiiis 
him  in  his  defigns  upon  Denmark,  is  likely  to  ooft 
him  his  fubfidy  from  England ;  or  if  he  has  not,  bjr 
charging  his  refufal  to  do  it,  upon  the  king's  with* 
holding  that  fuccour.  You  will  let  me  know  very 
particularly  all  that  pafies  upon  this  execution  of  your 
orders. 

In  regard  to  j^our  notion  exprefled  in  your  laft, 
both  to  count  Finckenftein  and  me,  of  the  king's  foli- 
citing  his  Pruffian  majefty's  affiftance  in  diiiiiading  the 
Czar,  by  their  joint  good  offices,  from  proceeding  to 
hoftilities  againft  Denmark  ;  you  will  fee  by  the  ia* 
clofed  copy  of  what  I  am  writing  to  Mr.  Keith,  that 
his  majefty  would  willingly  concur  in  fuch  diffiiafioOy 
but  he  fees  no  hopes  of  any  weight  being  added  to  them 
from  the  reprefentations  of  a  power,  who,  fuppofiog 
the  guaranty  of  Selefm  to  have  keen  purchafed  by 
him,  at  the  expence  of  a  reciprocal"  one  for  Slefwiok^ 
will  have  taken  a  Itgp  fo  well  calculated  to  deftroy  the 
whole  eiFe6l  of  every  pacific  remonftrance; 

I  am, '  ^e. 

Buie. 
Tfanfa6iion9 
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TrmtfaSions  with  tht  Court   of  Fitrma,  (inchftd  in 
Lord  Bute's  difpatch)  of  the  gth  of  April,  1  jl^. 

Precis  des  inftruftions  donn^es  par  ]a  depeche  de  S. 
E.  le  Comte  de  Bute  i  M.  le  Chevalier  Yorke,  du 
12  Janvieo  1762. 

A  CETTE  occafion  (viz.  de  la  publicatioa  du  padle  d# 
faniille  entre  la  France  et  rGi'pa&rne^  et  du  danger  qui 
nrenace  le  royaumede  Portugal)  le  roi  feroit  bien  aiff 
que  votre  excellence  put  trouver  quelque  canal  cou'* 
venable  pouribtiderlesfentimens  de  la  Courde  Vienne^ 
afin  que  fa  majelt6  fache  s'il  y  a  lieu  d'efperer  de  voir 
revivre  dana  refprit  de  riniperatrice  ks  craintes  bien 
fonde63  qu'ont  con^u  tous  ies  auguftes  predecel&urs  de 
la  puiflance  esorme  et  daugereuie  de  la  maifon  de 
Bourbon :  et  fi  elie  ne  s'alarmeroit  pas  ^  la  vue  de  • 
Pinvaiion  doDt  le  Poitugal  ell  menac^  auifi  bien  que 
des  dangers  qui  font  jufteinent  h,  apprehender  pour  fea 
propres  etats  en  Italic :  ou  bien  b  elle  ne  feroit  pas 
capabfe  de  fe  laifler  flatter  de  Fefperance  de  quelque 
acquifition  ulterieure  dans  ce  quartier  en  cas  qu'elle 
refolut  £L  fe  joindre  aux  puiflances,  qui  pounroient  vou- 
loir  oppofer  Ies  projeta  pertiicieux  de  la  France  et 
de  rjEfpagne. 

Precis  de  la  reponfe  de  M.  TambafTadeur  Yorlce  ilia 
^ettre  du  Comte  de  Bute^  du  i2  Janvier. — ^Date^  4 

Ih  Haye,  IQth  Janvier,  1762. 

Pah  le  canal  dont  je  me  fuis  fervi,  felonies  ordresde 
y.  £.  du  12  de  ce  mois  pour  fonder  Ies  fentimens  de 
ia  majeftS  Firaperatrice  reine  par  rapport  k  TUnion 
fermidable  de  la  maifon  de  Bourbon,  j*elpere  d'appren- 
dre  quelque  chofe :  et  il  eft  i  prefumer  qu'au  cas  que 
cette  princeffe  tronve  i  r^ire  au  padle  de  famille  elle' 
ne  s'en  cacbera  pas  long  terns.  On  en  verra  des  indices 
et  il  ne  ferapas  difficile  en  ce  cas  de  trouver  moyen 
d'etre  mis  au  fait  plus  particulierement  de  fes  intenv 
tions.  .  Et  comme  la  guerre  ou  elle  fe  trouve  engag^ 
avec  le  roi  de  PrufTe  fait  le  premier  et  principal  objet 
de  fon  attention  rien  ne  conduiroit  plus  furementA 
la  connoiffance  aue  Ton  fouhaite  de  le  procurer  des 
fentimens  r6cls  ae  cette  cour  aui  fi  on  etoit  en  etat 
de  luifaire  quelque  ouverture  de  la  part  de  fa  majefti 
Pxuflienne. 

o  o  2  £xtrait 
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Extrait  tradait  d'une  apoflille  ll  la  lettre  da  Comte  de 
Kaunitz  au  Buron  de  Reifchach.— Dative  de  Vienne 
le  3  Mars,  1762. 

Si  Ton  veut  coniiderer  attentivement  le  contenudes 
memoires  qui  ont  kii  remis,  de  part  et  d'autre,  a  la 
cour  d'Angleterre,  dans  Tann^e  1755,  et  fur  tout  ii  Ton 
veut  relire  avec  attention  le  plan  aue  M.  le  Comle 
Charles  de  Colloredo,  a  commnnique  auminiftere,ilen 
refultera  qu'on  conviendra  que  nons  avons  deja  com* 
inenc6  dans  ce  terns  la  £l  pr^voir  et  k  connoitre  notre 
propre  danger;  mais  la  conduite  de  I'Angleterre  nous 
a,  nans  le  uiite,  entierement  ouvert  les  yeux ;  et  il  n'y 
rein  de  plus  nature),  que  chaque  puiflance  prenne 
d'avance  les  mefures  pour  fa  propre  confervation.  Dans 
ces  circonfiances  je  dois  vous  avouer,  que  fa  majefi^ 
iniperiale  et  fon  mmiftre,  ne  peuvent  point  comprendce 
ce  que  Touverture  confidenticUe  des  Anglois  iignifie 
proprement,  et  par  confbquent  il  eft  aif£  il  comprendre 
qu'on  ne  fe  trouve  pas  icy  en  etat  de  pouvoir  y  fure 
une  reponfe. 

Lord  Bute  to  Mr.  Mitchell. 

St.  James's,  May  26th^  1762. 
Sir, 

As  this  is  the  laft  difpatcb,  that  it  will  fall  to  my 
fhare  to  write  to  you,  in  cjuality  of  fecretary  of  ftate, 
I  think  it  neceflUry,  and  eipecially  as  the  parliament  is 
upon  the  point  of  breaking  up  without  an}'  ^ant  of 
fubfidy,  as  in  the  former  years,  to  tlie  king  of  Pruffia, 
to  enable  you  to  juftify  the  king's  conduct  from  any 
mifapprehenfions  or  mifreprefentations  of  what  has 
paffed  in  that  affair,  and  to  fet  forth  his  majefty's  true 
motives  for  withholding  that  fuccour  in  the  prefent 
circumftances ;  that  fo  the  natural  confequences  of 
public  events,  and  the  effedls  of  pure  neceffity  may  be 
QO  more  imputed,  as  they  have  been  very  maliciouily^ 
to  fuch  a  change  of  difpofitions,  or  fuch  a  failure  of 
friendfliip,  as  have  in  tiuth  never  exifted ;  fince  the 
Ijing  never  had,  nor  has  now  the  leaft  thought  of 
{^andoningiijs  Pruifian  majefty  to  his  enemies,  or  de- 
ferting  his  alliance. 

In 
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'  Ik  'order  to  your  being  prepared  to  execute  this 
inftru&ion  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  king^s  in- 
tention, I  muft  defire  jou  to  recoiled^  with  me  the 
feveral  flages  of  the  negotiation  concerning  the  fub- 
fidv;  and  what  pafTed  in  the  different  periods  of  it. 

UPON  the  concUifion  of  the  laft  campaign,  which 
ended  fo  greatly  to  the  king  of  Pruffia's  difadvantage^ 
by  his  lofs  of  the  two  important  fortreffes  of  Schweid- 
nitz  and  Colberg,  the  king  faw  the  diftrefs  of  his  ally 
with  the  utmoft  grief  and  commiferation ;  and  upon 
the  prefling  application  of  the  Pruiii&n  minifters  here, 
his  majefty,  notwithftanding  the  great  load  of  expences, 
from  the  continuance  of  military  operations  in  fo 
many  parts  of  the  globe,  as  well  bv  fea  as  land,  for 
which  the  parliament  could  with  difficulty  make  pro- 
vifion,  yet  aid  not  heiitate  a  minute  in  determining  to 
give  the  former  fuccour  to  the  king  of  Pruffia.  The 
term  in  which  that  bufinefs  had  been  before  tranfadled, 
the  treaty  being  then  expired,  was  indeed  objetSied  to, 
but  the  fubftance  was  not  difputed. 

•  The  negotiation  for  fettling  the  mode  of  that  bufi- 
nefs was  carried  on  through  the  months  of  November 
and  December.  In  the  beginning  of  tiie  prcfent  year 
our  war  with  Spain  broke  out,  and  the  neceffity  of  our 
undertaking  the  defence  of  Portugal  againft  the  am- 
bitious views  of  that  crown  was  forefeen.  The  addi- 
tional weight  of  fuch  vaft  charges  uuon  the  moft  ex- 
haufied  refources  of  this  country  could  not  but  alarm 
the  warmeft  advocates  for  the  continuance  of  war, 
and  the  indifputable  expedience  of  lefl'eninc  the  objeds 
of  them  was  univerl'ally  felt  and  acknowledged.  In 
that  circumftance,  you  were  diredied  to  recommend,  in 
the  king's  name,  to  his  Pruffian  majelty  to  endeavour 
to  fet  on  foot  fome  negotiation  of  peace  with  the 
court  of  Vienna:  He  was  delired  to  intruft  his  ma- 
jefty  with  the  terms  upon  which  he  would  be  willing 
to  treat,  and  affured  of  the  king's  defire  to  aflift  in  - 
bringing  any  fuch  falutary  defign  to  perfe<Stion.  You 
were  likewile  ordered  to  aik  a  communication  of  the 
means  on  which  he  would  rely,  after  fo  many  misfor- 
tunes, and  fuch  a  diminution  of  his  power,  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  if  that  were  his  intention. 

Aftee  fome  weeks  waiting  for  an  eclairciflcm«nt 
upon  either  of  thofe  heads,  in  the  beginning  of  Febru- 
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ary  the  king  did  indeed  complain  of  fo  vneirpefied  • 
filence ;  but  yoa  were  fiill  told  that  his  msjefiy  was 
thinking  of  the  proper  time  for  making  the  demand  of 
the  fubud3r  in  parliament.    ^ 

In  this  interval  we  had  the  great  news  of  the  deceafe . 
cf  the  late  Czarina,  and  a  moft  promifing  profpe£l, 
from  our  very  firft  accounts  of  that  happy  change 
of  meafures^  which  has  lb  greatly  betterea  the  king  of 
Pniflia^B  fitnation. 

Hismajefty  faw  that  amendment  with  the  tmeft 
fatisfaAion.  He  rejoiced  in  it  as  a  iincere  friend  to 
that  prince,  and  as  a  well  wifher  to  the  public  interefis 
of  mankind;  for  he  confidered  the  defe&ionof  Ruffia 
from  the  contrary  alliance,  as  what  muft  give  his 
Pruilian  majefty  a  great  advantage  towards  obtaining 
a  fpeedy  peace ;  and  though  his  majefly  could  not,  con- 
fiftently  withtheintcreftsof  his  people,  whofc  burthens 
were  increafing  in  proportion  as  thofe  of  bis  ally  were 
lefiened,  think  then  of  contributine  by  any  act  of 
his  to  the  prolongation  of  war;  j^etne  fiill  declared, 
and  has  continued,  till  near  the  prefent  times,  declar- 
ing, that  if  he  might  have  afiurance  that  the  fubfidy 
ihould  be  employed  towards  the  procurement  of  peace^ 
his  majellv  would  be  fiill  ready  to  afk  it  immediately 
of  the  parliament. 

This  was  the  language,  as  well  of  my  letter  of  the 
fi6th  of  February,  to  Meflieurs  Kniphaui'en  and  Michel, 
as  of  one  which  his  majefiy  was  pleaied  himfelf  to 
write  a  month  after  that  to  the  king  of  Pruilia. 

It  was  not  till  the  ninth  of  lafi  month  that,  after 
a  long  and  fruitlefs  waiting  for  fucb  an  overture  from 
Breflaw,  as  might  have  juftified  to  his  majetty*s  own 
paternal  fentiments,  and  to  the  public,  thelaying  again^ 
in  fo  different  circumfiances,  fo  heavy  a  charge  upon 
his  people,  that  von  were  directed  to  hold  a  language 
to  the  king  of  PruflSa,  which  might  prepare  him  lor 
a  total  cefiation  of  the  former  pccuniaiy  iuccour.  It 
was'not  till  after  the  a6hial  conclufion  of  his  armifiice 
with  KuiSa,  and  when  an  agreement  of  the  like  kind 
with  Sweden  was  in  view.  It  was  when  the  former  of 
thofe  powers  feemed  on  the  point  of  concluding  a 
definitive  treaty  (at  leaft)  with  his  Pruffian  majefty, 
and  the  latter,  from  her  abfohite  inability  to  continue 
the  war,  and  the  univerfal  cry  of  her  people  for  peace, 
7  was 
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was  preparing  to  make  the  firft  ft^  towards  him :  In 
a  word,  it  was  fub&qaent  to  our  receiving  here  that 
important  declaration  of  the  2dd  of  February,  by  the 
new  emperor,  wherein  he  openly  exhorts  the  king  of 
Pnifiia's  enemies  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  the  war^  and 
declares  his  own  refoludon  of  reftorins  to  that  prince 
all  the  important  conquefis  of  bis  predeceiTor. 

With  thefe  fads  and  dates  in  your  memory,  you 
may  venture  to  appeal  not  only,  as  you  were  direded 
by  my  laft  cited  difpatch>  to  that  prince's  former 
eventual  declarations,  out  even  to  his  own  prefent  judg^* 
ment,  and  that  of  his  minifiers,  whether  the  king 
could  have  ftill  reafonably  been  expelled  to  perfevere 
in  his  intention  of  giving  the  former  fubfidy.  We  have 
a  very  powerful  additional  enemy  to  contend  with  $ 
his  Pruffian  majefty  has  a  new  and  very .  powerful 
friend :  the  weight  of  Spain  is  thrown  into  our  oppo* 
fite  fcale ;  that  of  Ruilia,  and  Sweden  too,  is  taken 
out  of  his :  the  kini;  of  Pruflia  has  Pomerania  and 
Brandenburg  to  de^nd,  beiides  Saxony  and  Silefia; 
the  two  former  ai'e  no  longer  in  danger :  we  had,  on 
onr  party  a  moft  expeniive  land  war  to  fupport  in 
Germany ;  we  muft  now  provide  for  another  in  Por-> 
tuffal. 

It  feems  hardly  imaginable  that  this  ftriking  com- 
parifon  (hould  not  be  fuflScient  to  convince  even  the 
court  of  Breflaw,  that  in  fuch  circumftances,  without 
a  certainty  of  its  application  towards  leiTening  the 
objedts  of  war,  it  was  impollible  to  propofe  the  fublidy 
to  parliament  with  any  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

Having  thus  ftated  to  you, in  its  true  and  genuine 
colours,  the  whole  of  the  ifing's  proceeding  in  relation 
to  the  Pruffian  fubfidy,  with  the  real  motives  of  it  in 
every  ftep ;  I  come  now  to  Va^  fometbing  upon  ano- 
ther affair,  which  concerns  myfelf  more  particularly, 
and  in  which  his  n>aje(ly  is  very  graciouily  pleafed  to 
permit  me  to  make  my  own  difculpation  a  part  of 
this  difpatch,  written  by  his  order,  and  with  his  ap- 
probation. 

I  NEED  not  tell  you,  for  you  are  fully  apprifed  of  it, 
that  I  have  been  charged  with  having  held  to  prince 
Galitzin,  fome  little  time  before  his  departure,  a  moft 
unfriendly  difcourfe  with  regard  to  the  king  of  PruflJ*^ 
and  with  having  in  particular  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
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the  emperor  of  Ruffia,  through  the  channelof  that 
miniiler,  in  the  firft  place,  not  to  withdraw  his  troops 
frora  the  Pruifian  territories,  but  to  keep  thom  full 
.  there,  in  order  to  force  that  prince  to  makr  ccitions  to 
the  queen  of  Hungary ;  and  lecondly,  to  preter  an 
alliance  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  to  that  ot  his  Pnif- 
fian  majefty.  Thefe  are  the  chief  points  of  a<!cafation, 
to  which  are  added  fome  embciliihments  of  lefs  con<» 
'  fequence ;  and  in  anfwer  to  them,  what  I  have  to  ob- 
ferve  to  you  is,  that  I  fee  no  refemblance  in  that 
account  to  my  real  converfatio'n  with  prince  Gaiitzin. 
If  he  did  really  therefore  make  fuch  a  report  to  the 
emperor,  he  muft  either  grofsly  have  millakcn  iny 
meaning,  or  ftiiled  in  his  memory,  or  (what  I  am  forry 
to  fuppofe  poffible  with  reipect  to  a  gentleman  fo  de- 
fervedly  efteemed)  may  have  been  prompted  by  his 
Icnown  attachment  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  give 
fuch  a  turn  to  his  relation  of  my  difcourfe,  as  he 
n.io^ht  think  moft  likely  to  ferve  thatintereft. 

By  a  particular  coldnefs  fliewn  by  the  Czar  to  Mr. 
Keith,  and  by  hints  which  droppcii  from  his  imperial 
majefty ,  there  was  reafon  to  think  that  foraeth in g  writ- 
ten to  him  by  prince  Galitzin,  with  regard  to  the 
king's  difpofitions  towards  the  king  of  Prulfia,  had 
given  him  offence. 

He  without  doubt  communicated  that  intelligence 
to  his  Pruffian  majefty,  who  had  been  before  difpofed, 
by  thofe  malevolent  and  mifchievous  infinuations, 
which  wfe  have  by  a  multitude  of  combined  circura- 
ftances  but  too  much  reafon  to  fuppofe  he  receives 
from  his  minifters  here,  to  give  an  entire  belief  to  it, 
with  the  faine  credulity  with  which  he  liftened  to  that 
croundlels  and  ftiameful  falfehood,  tranfmitted  to  faim 
from  hence,  of  his  majefty's  having  offered  to  treat 
with  the  court  of  Vienna  at  his  expence. 

But,  however  that  be,  the  fa6t  is,  that  I  held  no 
fuch  difcourfe.  I  do  perfe&ly  recoiled  the  interview 
which  I  had  with  prince  Galitzin  before  he  left  us,  and 
I  remember  as  perfcftly  that  I  had  then  lying  by  me 
my  firft  difpatch,  after  the  late  eniprofji's  death,  to  Mr. 
Keith,  and  that  I  talked  to  htm  from  the  contents^ 
and  intirely  in  the  language  of  it:  and  I  niufi  add, 
that  in  ufing  that  ftile,  1  J'poke  not  my  own  notions 
only,  bat  thofe  of  his  majefty,  and  of  all  his  fcrvants, 

who 
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idio  hud  feen  and  concnired  in  the  inftni6tions  then 
ient  to  Mr.  Keith. 

I  communicated  to  you  at  that  time  what  appeared 
neceffary  for  your  information  of  the  contents  of  that 
difpatch ;  but  as  it  is  now  become  of  more  import^ 
ance^  I  have  his  majefty's  leave  to  fend  you  in  extenfo 
every  word  in  it,  that  related  to  the  general  affairs  of 
Europe^  or  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  in  particular. 

You  will  fee  that  inftead  of  advifing  the  Czar  to 
continue  his  armies  upon  the  prince's  territories,  the 
king^s  particular  pleafure  and  fatisfadion  is  expreffed 
in  the  orders  given  to  thofe  troops  to  advance  no  fur- 
ther upon  them,  to  abftain  from  all  hofiilities,  and  even 
to  accept  anarmiftice,  if  offered  :  you  will  fee  too,  that 
i'o  far  from  defiriug  that  the  court  of  Ruflia  ihould 
prefer  the  Auftrian  alliance  to  the  king  of  Pruffia's, 
Mr.  Keith  was  diredfied  to  execute  the  inltrudions  fent 
him  by  the  king  of  Pruilia  himfelf,  which  were  cer- 
tainly not  in  favour  of  the  gueen  of  Hungary. 

It  is  true>  that  the  preference  is  very  ftrongly  given 
to  pacific  meafures  in  that  difpatch,  and  Mr.  Keith  is 
reftrained  from  concurring  in  any  thing  that  might 
tend  to  protract  the  war:  but  this  was  no  fecret  in- 
ftruction,  for  you  were  directed  to  make  the  fame  de- 
claration, and  to  Ihape  your  own  conduAby  the  fame 
rule. 

You  fee  then,  befidcs  my  own  affertion  to  the  con- 
trary, how  totally  improbable  it  is  that  Ifhouldhold  a 
language  to  the  Ruffian  minifter,  I  do  not  fay  fo  dif- 
ferent, but  fo  abfolutely  contradidory  to  the  orders 
which  I  had  juit  fent  from  his  niajefty,  to  his  own  mi- 
nifter at  that  court,  and  that,  with  thofe  very  order* 
in  my  hand,  I  fliould  declare  or  even  infinuate  to 
prince  Galitzin,  that  his  mujelty's  real  fentiments  were 
juft  the  reverfe  of  them. 

Upon  this  foot,  therefore,  1  fhall  leave  it  to  you  to 
clear  me  from  fuch  an  unworthy  imputation,  having 
only  juft  to  add  to  this  letter,  that,  as  one  which  his 
majefty  has  received  from  the  king  of  Pruflia  feeras  to 
adopt  the  fame  ill-founded  charge,  and  does  not  yet 
cxprefs  a  full  iatisfac^iion  in  the  declarations  made  by 
his  miijefty,  with  refpei!:t  to  the  idle  ftory  of  our  nego- 
tiation with  the  emprefs  queen,  the  king  would  have 
you  infiauatc  civilly  to  comitFiukeultcinjthat  his  ma- 
•  jefty  V 
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iefiy  had  not  thought  it  fmtaUe  either  to  his  oim»  or 
nisProflSan  majefty  s  dignity^  to  enter  bto  fach  aker« 
cations^  but  had  chofen  to  enable  you  bis  miaifier  to 
explain,  and  fet  in  their  true  light,  thofe  fa&,  which 
have,  either  erroneoufly  or  malicioufly  been  mifrepie^ 
fented  to  the  king  of  Pruffia. 

I  am,  Sfc. 

BtUe. 
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CORRESPONDENCE   RESPECTINC   IRELAND^ 


LordBowes^  Chancellor  of  Ireland f  to  Mr.Dodington. 

95  th  December,  1760. 
*#  ♦  'npHE  orders  to  diffolve  the  late  parliaraent,  and 
^  to  fend  over  the  bills  as  uiual,  to  certify  to  his 
majeily  the  confiderations  for  calling  a  new  one,  were 
in  coniequence  of  applications  from  the  Lords  Juitices 
here,  that  the  affair  mult  be  fpeedily  over^  and  that 
ivithin  the  year  of  the  prefent  Iheriifs. — The  refolu- 
tions  were  juft  and  prudent. 

Had  the  difficulties  relating  to  the  fending  over  the 
bill  for  a  fupply  (purfuantto  precedent)  occurred,  they 
ought  to  have  been  difclofed.  Charity  bids  us  hope 
it  did  not.  In  faiSi  the  fubje^t  was  not  mentioned,  to 
my  knowtedge^  till  on  the  meeting  of  a  council^  called, 
as  I  was  then  informed,  to  confiaer  what  bills  (hould 
be  fent.  It  was  mentioned  to  me  the  initant  before 
ve  took  our  feats,  requefting  me  to  name  fuch  as 
might  be  proper.  My  anfwer  was,  that  the  notice 
was  iliort  and  unexpected :  I  prefumed  we  lliould  fee 
what  had  been  donCj  and  follow  precedents.  On  my 
memory  I  thought  a  money  bill  was  always  one. 

Tub  primate,  who  I'poke  to  me,  and  the  attorney, 
general,  who  was  preient,  Teemed  to  acquiefce.  On 
mentioning  it  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  hft 
objeded  againft  fending  a  bill  for  a  fupply,  as  there 
would  be  time  after  a  meeting  of  parliament  to  pre- 
pare one  in  form,  an^  that  it  was  not  neceifary  beibre, 
as  the  duties  would  not  expire  till  tl\e  25th  oi  Decern^ 
ber  1761 ;  adding,  that  fuch  a  bill  would  be  rejeded^ 

and 
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9bA  produce  wannth^  which  was  to  be  avoided  m  a 

new  parliament,  and  pofiibly  end  in  a  diflblation,  the 
rather  as  they  refolved  in  the  year  1727,  the  day  they 
pafled  a  litce  dUI^  on  the  meeting  of  that  parUament^ 
**  That  no  money  hilt  fhould  h^  read  before  the  report 
from  the  proper  committees  of  accounts^  and  that  this 
ihould  be  the  (landing  order." 

These  reafons,  to  which  I  have  given  their  full 
fir^ngthj  were  reported  iaftantly  at  the  boardj  urged 
pathetically,  and  in  my  judgment,  improperly  at  mat 
time  and  place.  Departing  from  the  fettled  ufage  in 
affairs  of  government  Inquired  temper  to  judjje  of  the 
ncceffity  and  previous  private  deliberation  with  thofe 
ir^  the  king's  Icrvice,  to  fottle  the  manner  in  which 
fuch  a  neceflary  change  can  he  efiefted.  ' 

This  was  not  done,  and  the  effefts  to  be  expected 
happened :— hafty  refolutions,  and  declarations  of 
what  they  would  or  would  not  do,  and  that  equally  at' 
the  upper  and  lower  end  of  the  table.  My  intimations  of 
what  has  fmce  been  the  cafe  were  to  little  purpofe,  and 
fpoke  ftrongly  to  my  underftunding,  that  each  man- 
faw  this  would  be  a  popular  point,  and  ilrove  which 
fhould  api)€arltron^eft  in  fupport  of  it.  The  next  ftep 
was  to  guard  againft  refentment  on  j'our  fide  the  wa- 
ter. They  were  warned,  and  therefore  the  juftices 
wrote  the  next  day  to  the  lord  lieutenant  apprizing 
him  of  their  fenliments,  the  improbability  of  chang- 
ing them,  the  cqnfequences  of  attempting  the  fending 
fuch  bill,  and,  I  think,  fufficiently  to  be  underftood^ 
that  they  could  not  do  it ;  propofing  tlie  expedient  of 
other  bills,  which,  if  received,  the  affair  would  cnd-i- 
at  lead  it  gave  time  to  deliberate.  To  which  I  (an 
eye  withcft  to  the  ferment)  concurred,  expreliing  my 
fenfe  to  comply,  if  the  expedient  fliould  not  be  ac^ 
cepted. 

You  know,  the  event  on  your  fide— on  ours,  no  an- 
fWer  to  tlie  fent  letter  inoreafed  heals— more  deter- 
mined deliberations. — Debate  blowed  the  coals. — They 
were  told,  without  cffcrt,  that  the  fending  hills  to  his 
majeftyjtabeby  him  returned  to  his  parliament,  to  no- 
tify from  him  the  caufcs  of  their  meeting,  and  the 
bufinefs  they  were  to  proceed  upon,  was  peculiar  to 
Ireland,  depended  on  pofitivc  laws  enacted  by  pariia- 
ment  during  the  reign  o£  Henry  vu.  under  which 

they 
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ihey  could  not  enter  upon  other  adits  than  thofc  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  king— thjit,  fublifting  that  law,  lupplies 
muft  be  fent  to  them  as  other  adls.  That  the  fiatute 
of  Philip  and  Mary  confirms  the  former,  at  the  time 
when  it  enlarges  the  power  of  government  here  to 
tranfmit  to  his  majefty  other  caufes  which  might  arife 
,  during  the  fedion  of  parliament ;  but  the  former  re^ 
mained  in  full  force  as  to  fuch  caufes  and  coniidera- 
tions  as  were  knowii  before  the  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment«  That  in  fa<5l  a  fupply  was  underftood  to  be  the 
primary  caufe  of  calling  parliament:— **that  the  efta- 
bli(hment  in  Ireland  made  it  neceflary  to  aik  a  fupply 
from  the  next  parliament,  as  it  would  certainly  be 
wanted.  The  time  of  afking  the  quantum  and  the 
continuance  were  in  the  dilcretion  of  the  crown  ;— 
that  this  notification  equally  lefl  to  ihe  houfe  of 
commons  their  affirmation  or  negation ;— that  an- 
cient laws  were  to  be  expounded  by  ufage;— that 
this  appears  to  have  been  ever  the  ufage  from 'the 
journals  of  parliament,  and  the  records  of  the  councH, 
efpecially  iince  the  conteft  in  l692,withoutafingle  ex- 
ception-—that  contefts  with  the  crown  were  to  be  avoid- 
ed— ^that  the  nature  of  the  fubjedi  made  it  lefs  juftifi- 
able  in  point  of  prudence,  as  no  one  attempted  to  urge 
any  real  prejudice  that  might  attend  the  following  of 
precedents;  whilft  on  the  other  it  obftni6led  the  call- 
ing of  pariiamcnt.  How  long  that  might  fub(i(t  could 
not  be  known.  That  at  that  board  they  were  to  confi- 
der  what  was  their  duty,  and  to  reprefentand  advife  of 
inconveniences  which  were  expedtcd  from  doing  what 
had  been  done,  and  feemed  required  by  law.  Pru- 
dential reafons  were  alfo  urged  in  vain— time  taken  for 
confideratipn.—Poflibly  the  event  may  be,  that  no  fuch 
caufe  will  be  trapfraitted  as  yet :  that  if  required  to- 
wards the  neceflary  meeting  of  parhament,  it  may  be 
complied  with;  but  what  will  be  the  fate  of  fuch  bill 
fent  oack,  or  the  confequences  of  an  unauhnous  re- 
jedion,  is  out  of  my  ken. 

This  country  is  populous  and  wealthy.  They  have 
been  taught  to  think  themfelves  injured  by  their  pre* 
ient  conttitution,  forgetting  Poyniug's  law  was  their 
own  requelt,  and  that  if  their  form  of  goveniment, 
ivhilftin  their  prefent  relation  to  England,  be  diflfcreiU 
from  that   of  England^  the  worft  which  can  befajl 

them 
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tftem'  fs  to  force  England  to  cletemime  what  power  the 
parliament  of  England  (hall  have  over  Ireland. 

As  to  others  who  want  not  this  inforraation,  their 
bufinefs  is  and  will  be^  to  fecnre  fuch  parliamentary  in- 
tereft  as  may  render  them  neceffary  to  eveiy  chief  go- 
vernor. He  may  parade,  but  muft  fobmit.  This  is 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  which  occaiions  qaeftions 
to  be  taken  up  here  for  the  fake  of  popularity,  that  as 
governors  they  fhould  difcountenance. 

This  will  account  for  the  great  precaution  that  one 
fiiouW  not  get  the  ftart  of  the  others,  and  keeping  to- 
gether empowers  them  to  fay,  *'  change  hands  as  oft 
as  you  pleafe,  you  can  only  be  furnifhed  from  this 
Ihop/* 

Lord  Bowes  to  Mr.  DocUngton. ' 

2d  February  17^1  • 
I  don't  wonder  my  laftfeemed  obfcnre;  public  dif- 
turbances  are  with  dtifficulty  explained.  Thofe  we  are 
engaged  in,  become  important  rather  from  the  fitua- 
tion  of  government  than  the  confequence  of  the 
matter. 

To  view  them  in  a  true  light,  it  is  neceffary  to  loot 
back  to  the  revolution,  or  rather  to  the  Hanover  fuc- 
ceffion,fince  which  time  Ireland  has  been  themoftflou- 
rifliing  ftate  in  Europe,  as  is  evident  from  the  rife  of 
lands,  and  the  great  increafe  of  perfonal  property; 
and  probably  their  reprefentatives  m  this  parliament 
have  been  poffeffed  of  more  property  than  yours  in 
Great  Britam,  in  proportion  to  numbers,  without  tak- 
ing in  the  difproportion  of  wealth  in  the  two  king- 
doms ;  whence  you  will  conclude  that  power,  or  at- 
tempts to  acquire  it,  have  accompaniea  opulence.— 
They  have  not  had  any  real  grievance  from  govern- 
ment, and  have  therefore  quarreled  with  its  prefent 
legal  conftilution.  They  have  confidered  your  houfe 
as  the  model,  and  in  general  think  themfelves  injured 
in  the  inftances  wherein  theirs,  upon  the  legal  confU- 
tution,  muft  differ. 

In  faft  they  are  become  the  terror  of  governors  fen  t 
from  England,  who,  for  prefent  quiet,  and  under  un- 
certainty of  fupport  from  vour  miniftry,  have  rather 
chofe  to  gratify  by  compliance,  than  Contett  points, 

which. 
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if^hich^  when  acquiefced  in,  become  a  foandation  for 
future  fuperitruAures.  This  gave  rife  to  undertaken, 
who  infured  quiet  Ui  the  governor  in  exchange  for 

I)ower,  and  are  now  in  that  iiate  of  ftrength  to  teil  the 
ord  lieutenant  he  muft  come  into  their  meafures,  or 
be  rendered  too  uueafy  for  men  of  rank  to  remani 
under. 

You  need  not  be  told  by  me  where  that  power  now 
refides,  nor  how  neceflfary  popularity  is  to  the  keeping 
of  it,  efpecially  on  the  ele<5lion  of  a  new  parliament. 

But  I  muft  obferve,  that  formerly  Proteftant  or  Pa- 
pift  were  the  key  words;  they  are  now  court  or  coun- 
try; referring  ftill  to  conftitutional  grievances,  for  of 
others  they  don't  pretend  to  complain. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  (when  in  oppofi- 
tion)  was  the  popular  man,  and  (with  his  abilities)  of 
great  confequence.  His  acceptance  of  his  employ- 
ij^nt,  with  an  added  falary,  had  totallv  deprived  him 
of  popularity,  nor  could  it  be  retrieved  by  bis  being  of 
no  ufe  on  the  other  fide.  The  parliament  here  being 
diilblved,  the  law  required  the  council  here  to  certify 
(in  form  of  bills)  the  confiderations  for  calling  a  new 
parliament.*— U (age  had  always  fentabill  for  a  fupply, 
commonly  called  a  money  l^ill,  as  one.  The  commons 
bad  received  thefe  bills  with  reluftauce.  The  applica- 
tions to  council. to  fend  over  bills  as  ufual,  gave  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  opportunity  to  obje<ft 
againii  fending  any  money  bill,  which  he  enforced  by 
fiich  reafons  as  were  the  popular  arguments  againft 
it.  Prevailing  in  this  point  at  that  board  muft  have 
merit,  as  the  commons  had  not  been  able  to  fucceed, 
and  their  attempt  in  1692,  ended  in  their  diflblution. 
The  intent  was  evident,  as  alfo  that  what  one  gained 
thereby,  muft  be  loft  to  otlii^rs,  which  pjrobably  occa- 
fioned  that  unprecedented  warmth  which  followed. 

Neither  could  truft  the  other  with  this  advantage, 
and  therefore  joined  inftantly,  and  in  fuch  manner  as 
to  become  principals  at  once;  refolving  and  declaring 
they  were  ready  to  fufier  political  martyrdom  in  fup- 
port  of  it,  and  this  before  the  council  had  given  or 
heeu  afked  their  opinions  on  the  fubjecft,  though,  in 
ftuSl,  the  majority  foon  efpoufed  the  fame  fentiments,. 
To  this  united  ftrength  may  be  afcribed  the  letters  to 
the  lieHteoant^  in  terms  unufual^  to  fay  no  more ;  and 

hence 


676  APPENDIX. 

bence  IhedifEculties  arifc  as  to  ihc  prudential  part  ofl 
your  fide  the  water,  and  are,  in  truth,  of  great  monnent 
iwith  refpedt  to  the  future  government  of  this  king- 
dom. 

There  is  a  bill  fent  from  hence  in  feeming  compli- 
ance with  thefc  relblutions  on  your  fide,  to  which  fome 
names  are  wanting,  becaufe  tliey  did  not  confider  the 
bill  fent  agreeable  to  former  ufagc,  or  the  intent  of  it. 
Not  being  a  bill  for  a  fupply  to  his  majcfty,  that  it  was 
open  to  every  objecftiou  made  againft  lending  the  ufual 
bill,  with  many  others  arifing  from  the  nature  of  the 
bill  fent;  as  it  related  to  a' vote  of  credit,  for  which 
the  honour  of  the  commons  was  engaged ;  not  defired 
by  thofe  who  had  lent  their  money,  and  could  only  be 
iicceflary  on  the  fnppofed  defe<itive  fecurity  of  that 
vote— that  it  appropriated  duties  in  the  firft  inftance^ 
and  deprived  the  commons  of  confidering  the  amount 
of  the  debt  to  be  provided  for,  or  the  duties  for  re-paj- 
m^ent,  8cc.  &c.  &c.  That  thefe  added  obje^lions  would 
probably  create  contefts  in  another  place,  and  the 
lueafujre  was  therefore  unfafc  as  well  as  unufual,  and 
feemed  calculated  only  to  afcertain  in  the  event  that 
which  they  had  faid  would  happen  in  fending  a  money 
bijL 

It  is  obfervable,  and  T  believe  tnie,  that  the  opjpoG-i 
lion  here  is  univerfaliy  difapproved  of,  and  the  adors 
lee  their  error,  though  not  the  way  to  get  rid  of  tlie  af- 
fair. If  this  lafi;  attempt  fucceeds,  they  will  rejoice 
as  on  a  viftory — ^if  not,  their  having  departed  from 
their  firft  declaration,  their  doing  what  they  ought  to 
havedonc,  feems  to  beaneceffary  conlequence,  if  thofe 
on  your  fide  infift  upon  it. 

Lord  Bowes  to  Mr,  Dodinz^on. 

26th  March,  1761. 
Lord  Halifax  comes  here  at  a  critical  time,  and 
his  conducft  will  probably  fix  the  future  government  of 
Ireland. 

iGthOcl.  1761. 

*  *  *  To  me  lord  Halifax  feems  to  have  got  the 
ftart  of  oppofition^  and  they  will  have  no  ealy  talk  to 
perfuade  the  people  that  he  is  not  their  friend.    The 

return 


inetitmof  themone^bill  is  likely  to  occafioh  differences; 
but  the  train  in  which  things  are  placed  is  likely  to  make 
it  eaiy ;— it  was  fent  in  wrath,  knowing  it  muft  be  re- 
ieSasaon  its  return.  Your  lordfhip  well  knows  what  up- 
hill work  it  muft  be  to  carry,  fuch  a  queft^on  againft  die 
inclinations,  and  in  fsA  againft  utility  and  conveniency ; 
what  is  Uierefbre  wiflied  is,  that  it  may  be  received 
and  read,  and  then  poftponed  till  a  new  bill  may  be 
framed,  which  will  fake  in  the  fubjedl  pf  that  ad,  and 
which  may  be  neceflary  to  anfwer  the  end  propofed  by 
way  of  fnpply  and  duration,  and  then  drop  the  firft, 
upon  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  without  entering  on  any 
further  queftions.  Queftions  may,  and  probably  will 
be  propofed,  but  I  think  reje<Stedby  a  reipedabk  ma*- 
jority. 

Ths  bill  for  feptennial  parliaments  will  be  introduc- 
ed, and  like  your  place  bill  carried  in,  though  ftrongly 
againft  the  inclinations  of  many  who  will  be  iilent. 
In  what  light  that  may  be  confidered  elfewhere,  yon 
may  know  before  I  can.  The  queftion  is,  or  rather 
Inay  be  of  importance  to  the  crown,  but  infinitely 
more  to  the  quiet,  8lc.  8cc.  of  the  kingdom* 

Lord  Halifax  to  Lord  Melcombe. 

15th  December,  I76I. 
1  AM  obliged  to  you  for  the  favourable  opinion  yotl 
exprefs  of  my  government  here,  and  I  am  forry  for  the 
picbire  you  draw  elfewhere.  If  I  am  qtliet,  it  is  not 
that  I  am  without  a  tribe  eqiial  in  virtues  to  that  you 
defcribe  at  home,  but  I  came  determined  to  mak&  the 
proper  ufe  of  them,  and  I  luckily  had  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  fo.  It  was  always  confidered  ^ood  ge^ 
neraiihip  to  turn  an  enemy's  cannon  agaimi  them^ 
felyes,  and  I  took  their  battery  as  foon  as  unfnafked. 
I  will  not  fay  what  other  lord  lieutenants  have  been,  but 
X  am  as  much  mafter  here  as  I  can  wiih  to  be,  and  as 
much  as  my  good  royal  mafter  could  ever  have  expeA- 
ed  me  to  be.  His  authority,  coute  qu^il  coute>  fh^A 
neVer  fuffer  in  my  hands.  The  feffion  is  like  to  conti- 
nue good  huihoured,  and  to  be  fliort^  as  the  edge  of 
opp<£tio&  is  bhmted« 
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of  James  lord  SUnky,  conceiving  that  this  mSt  of  par* 
Uament  has  been  made  in  dire&  violation  of  the  par* 
liaqnentary  entail  of  7th  James  I.  and  is,  in  a  variety 
of  re(pe6ls^  extremely  fevere  in  its  operation^  from 
the  title  to  and  value  of  the  ifland  being  totally  mif- 
imderftood  at  the  time  the  tranfaSion  took  place^  hasj 
fince  he  came  of  age,  made  feveral  applications  for 
ledrefs/  which  it  has  been  found  neceuary  to  duTcon* 
tinue^  from  new  matter  arifing  in  the  coune  of  his  in* 
veftigations  relative  to  this  ifland ;  and  his  grace  hav« 
in^  obtained  from  his  majefty  a  commiffion  for  in- 
quiring into  the  nature  of  his  complaints^  and  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  ifland>  and  a  report  having  been  made 

Senerally  in  fuvtmr  of  his  grace's  allegations,  it  is  an- 
erftood  that  he  is  preparing  to  applv  for  a  full  con- 
fideration  of  bis  csie,  in  order  to  the  attainment  of 
Tcdrels,  from  the  honour,  juftice,  and  equity  of  the 
imperial  parliament. 


^  Com.  Joum.  1780— 1790, 
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LETTER  from  a  Perfon  in  high  Office  in 
America,  to  an  Engliih  Nobleman;  on 
the  Temper  of  tlie  People,  and  CouHe  of 
Politics. 


New  York,  8th  November,  1765. 

Tytc  Davis,  two  days  ago,  I  gave  you  a  tedious  (be-^ 
^  caufe  I  chofe  it  (hould  be  a  particular)  account 
of  the  violence  that  lately  broke  out  in  this  town,  and 
.  which,  if  the  madnefs  ot  the  lieutenant  governor  had 
not  been  repreiTed  by  the  prudence  of  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  king^s  forces,  would  very  probably 
have  involved  the  whole  continent  in  a  rebellion. 

I  AM  impatient  to  the  laft  decree,  for  the  arrival  df 
Sir  Henry  Moore ;  not  becaufe  it  will  rid  us  of  Cqlden, 
who,  'tis  reported,  thinks  himfelf  no  longer  fafe  in 
America,  and  will  remove  to  England ;  but  I  have 
fome  hopes,  a  governor  not  obnoxious  to  the  people, 
may  confide  in  the  militia,  and  take  proper  meafui-es 
to  free  us  from  a  (late  of  anarchy,  and  the  dominion 
of  a  mob,  who  not  only  terrify  the  magiftracy,  but 
may  put  the  match  to  the  powder  of  difcontent  that 
threatens  to  blow^  up  all  the  provinces.  Let  us  hope 
there  will  be  no  recurring  to  force;  if  Britain  prefers 
it  to  poMcy,  we  are  both  ruined.  For  the  Americans 
feem  determined  to  fulfil  Barre's  predi&ion  in  the 
faoufe  of  commons,  and  fight  it  out. 

Depend  upon  it  they  will  fuffer  no  man  to  execute 
any  law  to  raife  internal  taxes  unimpofed  by  their 
own  aflemblies.  None  of  the  diftributors  dum  b&  ; 
ptnd  that  man's  heart  muft  be  fortified  with  ten-fold 

fteel. 
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flceU  who  ventures  even  to  approve  the  dodlrine^  that 
the  parliament  hath  a  right  to  give  away  the  eitates 
of  tne  colonifts  without  their  confent. 

In  the  chartered  goveninienta,  where  the  oflBces  are 
eIe(fUve^  ail  things  run  on  in  the  ufual  channel;  and 
even  in  the  colonies  where  there  is  a  more  immediate 
dependence  on  the  crown,  the  fpirit  of  the  people 
countenances  fuch  a  defiance  to  all  officers,  that  I 
make  no  doubt  of  an  equal  negle6l  of  the  ftamp 

The  ordinary  proccfs  of  the  law  has  not  as  yet  been 
iflbed  in  this  province ;  but  I  fuppofe  it  will  foon  be* 
gin  without  any  reference  to  the  parliamentary  decree: 
and  indeed,  if  any  durft  to  aik  for  them,  there  are 
none  to  diftribute  them.  The  merchants,  I  once 
thought,  would  have  been  the  iirfl:  purchafers;  but 
they  venture  out  their  veffels  with  undamped  cockets, 
nor  have  the  officers  of  the,  cuftoras  the  hardinefs  to 
refiife  them  any  of  the  ncceJfary  documents.  The 
newspaperii  iilfo  are  difperled  as  before,  and  thunder 
out  their  weekly  execrations  againft  all  the  authors  of 
the  real  or  fuppofed  grievances  of  the  country,  and  the 
printers,  fure  of  an  immediate  gaol-delivery^  inflame 
the  whole  continent. 

BLEssEn  be  the  name  of  the  man  who  finds  means 
to  difpel  the  dark  cloud  that  hangs  over  us^  and  bright- 
en this  troubled  iky.  I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties. 
The  change  of  the  niiniftry  gives  a  ray  of  hope  to  fome, 
who  pfefume  that  the  new  fiate  phyficians  will  na- 
turally find  fault  with  tlie  prefcriptionsof  the  old  doc- 
tors. But  I  fear  that  the  terror  of  the  general  voice 
pn  your  fide  of  the  water,  will,  for  a  time,  fupport  the 
dodrine  here  fo  utterly  abhorred;  nor  do  I  fee  any 
middle  way  to  fave  the  honour  and  claims  of  the  par- 
liament. Regulations  in  trade  to  defiroy  the  Weft 
India  monopoly,  fo  deftrucftive  to  u^  and  tlie  mother- 
country,  with  the  reduction  of  tli#adiniralty  powers, 
may  fwceten  men's  minds;  but  th^  grand  conteit 
will  fubfift  even  though  the  ftampthitv  (hould  be  rt- 
duced,  and  better  proportioned  to  the  abilities  .  of  the 
the  people. 

A  total  exemption  from  taxes,  they  weie  refolvcd 
to  force;  and  befides  the  juftice  of  their  caufe,  they 
are  aujmated  by  various  confidcrations  to  expect  fuc- 

ceis 
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cefs— yoor  prefent  confiifioDs^  which  they  hope  to 
increafe  by  our  own  economy  and  encouragement  of 
home-raade  manufaftures;  the  fupplies  you  want 
from  us;  the  difficulty,  if  not  impoliibility  of  fparing 
a  (landing  army  and  fupporting  it ;  a  prefumption  of 
the  neceuary  nights  over 'to  us  of  your  unemployed 
manufadlurers ;  our  other  various  acceffions;  onr  rapid 

Srowth,  and  that  your  own  array  may  be  wafted  bj 
efertions.  The  proje6l  that  the  {landing  force  ade* 
quate  to  the  deiign  (not  of  a  quick  conqueft,  but)  of 
maintaining  the  bw  againft  a  general,  wide-fpreading 
difaffeiSiion,  while  it  Matters  our  hope,  will,  if  it  falls 
from  its  fidelity,  endanger  an  American  independency, 
and  provoke  your  natural  enemies  in  Europe  to  lift 
up  a  fuccefsful  arm  againft  you :  all  infpire  a  confi- 
dence that  Britain  will  be  too  wife  after  ail,  to  ven- 
ture upon  a  meafure  that  will  quicken  her  own  down* 
fall. 

By  thefe  views  our  people  are  emboldened*— add  U> 
this,  they  are  all  united— every  man  infpires  his  neigh* 
bour,  and  colonies  echo  to  colonies,  we  are  Englifh- 
men,  and  will  be  free. 

At  the  late  congrefs  in  this  place,  they  came  una- 
nimoufly  to  a  fet  of  refqlves,  of  which  the  feveral  de- 
puties took  copies,  that  their  reprefentations  and  con- 
du4^  may  have  a  perfeA  harmony. 

As  I  do  not  approve  of  the  violences  of  my  country* 
men,  fo  neither  could  I  agree  with  their  wife  men, 
either  in  the  principles  they  go  upon,  or  the  manner 
of  giving  fuccefs  to  their  claims. 

The  congrefs  was  appointed  for  the  firfl  of  Odober  j 
opened  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  clofed  on  the  £5tb 
of  the  fame  month.-— The  members  were,  in  general, 
men  of  warm  paflious— an  impatience  to  fet  home, 
and  the  pride  o^  the  draftfmen,  againft  whichIforwarn« 
ed  feveral  of  them,  had  alfo  a  very  iU  efFe<%  on  their 
tranfadlions^-all  1^  conduits  of  information  had  not 
emptied  upon  tbem,  before  they. began  to  write,  noi 
indeed,  before  they  broke  up ;  and  their  compofitions 
therefore  carry  evident  marks  of  hurry  and  imper- 
fe6:ion. 

What  they  wrote  is  contained  in  fourteen  refolves, 
a  petition  to  the  king,  another  to  the  commons,  and 
a  memorial  to  the  lorcU.— But^  why  a  memorial  ?«*»Th8l 

I  cannot 
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I  cannot  fay:  I  mentioned  it  to  one  of  thenemfcen^ 
and  thought  he  was  furprifed  at  the  obfervation.  So 
it  remained  when  thej  broke  up. 

The  refolves  profeis  allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  * 
all  ducfubordination  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament ; 
declare  that  we  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  fab* 
je£b  bopi  within  the  realm;  that  it  is  eflential  to 
the  freedom  of  a  people,  to  be  taxed  only  with  their 
own  confent;  that  the  colonies  neither  are,  nor  can, 
finom  local  circnmftances,  be  reprefented  in  the  Bri- 
tiih  houfe  of  commons ;  that  their  only  reprefentatives 
are  in  their  colony  legiflatnres  ;  and,  except  by  them, 
no  taxes  have  been,  or  can  be,  conftitutionally  impof- 
ed  upon  them.— ^That  fupplies  beine  gifi^,  the  com* 
Bions  of  Great  Britain  cannot  cotytituiionallt/  grant 
awav  our  property.— That  trials  by  Jury  are  the  rights 
of  the  fubjeA.-^lhat  the  fiamp  a<S,  and  other  a6ls  of 
trade,  tend  to  fubvert  that  right. — That  the  duties 
lateljr  impofed  are  grievances,  and  the  payment  im- 
practicable.—That  the  profits  of  our  commerce  center 
m  Gteat  Britain ;  and  we,  therefore,  contribute  largely 
to  all  fupplies.— That  the  prcfent  parliamentary  re* 
ftri&ions  prevent  us  from  purchafio^  the  manufadures 
of  Great  Britain— That  the  profpenty  of  tlie  colonies 
depends  on  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  and  a  mu* 
tual  beneficial  intercourle  with  the  mother  country. 
*-That  it  Is  the  fubjeAs  right  to  petition  king,  lords, 
and  commons,  and  our  duty,  by  a  loyal  and  dutiful 
addrefs  to  the  king,  and  humble  applicaticm  to  both 
houfes,  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  ftamp  a6l  and  othersj 
reftridling  trade,  and  extending  the  admiralty  jurif- 
didions.    I  give  the  fubfiance. 

You  may,  hence,  colledl  the  fcope  of  the  petitions^ 
and  will  foon  fee  them  at  full  lengtn.  The  afib  of  Uie 
congrefs  conclude,  recommending  it  to  the  colonies, 
to  folicit  their  caufe  by  fpecial  agents  from  each. 

What  fay  you  to  the  American  parliament,  wily  f& 
meddle  with  Jupplia,  compofed  of  oeputies  from  each 
colony ;  a  council  during  good  behaviour ;  and  a  lord 
lieutenant  at  plealure.— Great  Britain  to  ride  miftrefs 
of  life,  liberty,  and  commerce,  and  fo  to  retain  all  the 

«  Tbey  would  not  be  peifuaded  to  a  fuU  recognition  of  the  au- 
thority of  parliament* 
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power  fh^  caQ  deiire  (leaving  us  a  reafoqaUc  fecurity) 
ft  power  neceffary  for  fupreme  direi^iion.* 

Tiii8>  'tis  true,  is  a  novelty,  but  more  in  the  fonn 
than  fubftance;  and  when  a  new  adventitious  ftate 
arife$,  why  not  adopt  new  principles  ?  Time  alters 
both  laws  and  conftitutions  of  countries — we  came 
out  from^ou  freemen — a  forfeiture  we  did. not  incur 
—we  bad  the  royal  licence  to  emigrate,  and  there  is  a 
merit  befides,  in  extending  the  trade  and  dominion, 
and  iucreafing  the  number  of  your  fubje6ls — fo  your 
Jcing  thought ;  why  then  thefe  little  diftinftions  begot 
and  fpftered  by  the  crown  ?  This  numerous  partition 
of  provinces  feems  now  to  render  the  machine  of  em- 
pire too  complex-- *whofe  fault  is  that  ?  But  'tis  a  fault 
—agreed— provide  tl^en  a  new  i?iodel  correfpondent  to 
this  new  ftate — if  the  ancient  conftitution  did  not 
forefce  this  wide  difperfion  of  its  fubje<5b,  nor  confe- 
quently  make  an  equal  and  fuitable  provifion  for  their 
government,  let  it  be  confefled  on  both  fides  that /b 
t/  w,  and  a  proper  one  be  contrived,  in  which  the 
millions  abroad  that  are  colledting  honey  for  the  hive 
at  home,  and  thofe  who  never  came  out  for  it,  may 
both  be  fafe.  DonH  ftartle  at  a  parliament  in  Ame- 
rica—you have  got  two  in  Europe— have  made  above 
twenty  abroad — we  confent  that  they  may  be  confoli- 
dated  into  one— nay !  But  we  are  jealous  of^ou,  divid- 
ed as  you  are,  and  have  more  to  fear  if  your  power  is 
united.  Strange  embarraffments— and  fo,  tliat  your 
jealoufies  may  be  gratified— we  muft  be  flaves! — De- 
part from  truth  and  right,  and  the  wifeft  nations  will 
be  convi&ed  of  folly  aad  in^uftice — Let  reafon,  un- 
dazzled  by  the  glare  of  power,  decide  between  us.  If 
one  fitter  afks  the  fole  difpofition  of  the  eftate  of  the 
other,  can  (he  be  juft?  If  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  admit  our  right  of  reprefentation,  and  fay, 
we  virtually  have  it,  ttiough  we  don't  fend  a  member ; 
what  is  this  but  playing  the  fool,  and  flying  to  the 
old  conftitution  for  a  covering  too  narrow  to  conceal 
them  from  nakednefs  ?  Again,  fuppofe  fome  ground 
for  your  jealoufies  ?  Of  two  evils  prefer  the  leaft.  In 
attempting  to  enflave  us,  you  may  fall  yourfelves. 
That  your  power  will,one  day,  walk  over  the  Atlantic, 
'tis  certain— your  colonies  will  exhauft  you.  A  thou- 
fand  motives  excite  your  people  to  come  hither*— our 
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condefcetifioh  (to  fpeak  like  an  American)  will  retard 
the  day  of  your  final  overthrow ;  permit  j-ou  the  plea- 
fures  of  a  more  eadein  fun/till  we  have  fet  the  houfe 
in  order,  and  fitted  it  for  the  reception  of  your  king, 
lords,  and  commons.  This  is  the  natural  feat  of  your 
empire,  and  if  you  will  fall  in  with  tlie  propofal,  drop 
your  pretence  of  a  virtual  reprefentation,  and  be  honed 
and  kmd— our  parliament,  uninfluenced  by  the  con- 
tractions incident  to  little  aflemblics,  will  be  generous, 
and  fupport  the  government  with  all  the  trappings 
and  fplendour  which  the  moft  profufe  liberality  can 
dcfire,  and  your  zcife  regulations  for  our  commerce 
will  permit. — But  I  am  inlcnfibly  carried  into  an  enor- 
mous length — ^jou  fee  how  a  profpeft  that  faves  us 
jfroni  the  miferies  of  a  civil  "War,  pleafes  me.  I  wifh 
your  frnali'^ia  would  take  a  trip  to  thefe  fhores.  I 
think  we  ha-  e  no  fecr^ts,*and  am  fure  an  American 
'air  would  coi^iribulo  16  the  clearing  fome  of  their 
licad:>.— Adieu !     . 
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